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burn all books except the Bible. Mathys’ reign was shorte 

lived, however, for he, thinking he was another Gideon, took 

thirty C sic] men against the Bishop of Muenster and was 

promptly killed in batt1e.©® At this juncture, Bochhold and 
@ man called Knipperdolling took over the leadership of the 

insurrection.°9 

These men proceeded to destroy the churches and set up 

twelve judges after the manner of the Old Testament. In the 

general chaos that soon followed, Bochhold (John of Leydon) 

summarily abolished this form of government and set himself 

up es King of the New Zion. From 153); on, Muenster was the 

scene of extreme fanaticism, lust, polygamy, cruelty, and 

neglect of civil order. For exemple, John of Leydon had 

four wives, one of whom he beheaded in the marketplace in a 

fit of frenzy. /° He was dreaded by his people who realized 

he was greedy and obviously concerned primarily about his 

personal welfare, but were afraid to react because he fre= 

quently staged executions to keep them in line. While his 

city was in the midst of famine and pestilence, John pere 

suaded his people to resist the overwhelming power of the 

besiegers. The city fell, however, on June 2}, 1535, and 
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Rothmann and many, many others were Ikllled./2 John of Ley-= 

don and two other radicals were tortured to death by red-hot 

pincers, snd their dead bodies were enclosed in iron cages 

and suspended from the steeple of St. Lambort's Church in 

Muenster to serve as a vivid reminder to the people that the 

state would not tolerate such outburstse(2 After this igno= 

minious failure, Anabaptism never egain had the opportunity 

to become a political force of any consequence, especially 

because the civil authorities now expmdsd even greater of= 

forts in attempting to stamp out the Anabaptist movement 

wherever it reared its head. 

The writer has now shown two sides of the Anabaptist 

movement, It is his opinion that it would be very unjust 

to generalize that all Anabaptists were radicals or that no 

Anabaptists ever possessed these leftewing tendencies. It 

is very important that a distinction be made at all times be- 

tween the evangelical Anabaptists with their more conserva-= 

tive teachings born in the "bosom of Zwinglianism" in Zu- 

rich in 1525, and the various mystical, spiritualistic, revo= 

lutionary, and even antienomian groupse!/3 The former never 
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really forsook the body of Christianity's theological and 

Christological teachings as formulated in the traditional 

creeds. They were never "fanatical millenarianists, individe 

ualistic spiritual reformers, or ardent social revolution-e 

eries."74 the less fanatical Anabaptists such as Hofmann, 

Joris, and Grebel rejected the radical views of Muenzer and 

Muenster such as polygamy, community of goods, and intol- 

erance of opposing views, and preached the doctrine of eare 

lier Anabaptist thought. 75 

The fanaticism of these radical Anabaptist men has beon 

explained by reference to man's obvious tendency to rush to 

extremes. The Papacy's iron grip which had cramped the 

church for years was suddenly relaxed, and the newefound 

freedom went to the people's heads and they went off on 

opposite tangents. 16 

Some Anabaptist writers have suggested that it is not 

correct to link such men as Mathys, John of Leydon, and 

Muenzer with orthodox Anahaptism. Mathys practiced infant 

baptism and rejected many of the central teachings of Ana- 

baptism, advocating, as he did, the utter destruction of his 
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enemies and giving sanction to horrible instances of immoral. 

ity. /7 Muenzer, elthough he has been classified as an Ana= 

baptist, was never re-baptized and practiced infant baptism 

as late as 1523, 78 Luther called all opponents, and espec= 

ially men such as Muenzer, “Schwaermor, enthusiasts, dreamers, 

prophets, and naked runnerse"79 Yet these men never really 

belonged to the Anabaptist movement, Friedmann wishes to 

point out, for they either neglected the Bible entirely or 

gave it a highly radical interpretation. On the other hand, 

the true Anabaptists, states Friedmann, were always strong 

Blblicists and followed a more sober and spiritual intere 

pretation of God's Word, 90 Anabaptists and their descendants 

have always vigorously objected to the term “anabaptist" bee 

cause of the evil connotations the nemo brings to mind. Ale 

ready at the time of Justinian (529 A. D.) the mame was used 

to describe one of the two heresies punishable by death == 

re-baptism and anti-Trinitarianism, 52 
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The Fersecutilons of the Anabaptists 

The writer has alluded to the fact that the Anabartist 

movement underwont severe persecutions. Severel reasons 

have been brought forward to answer the "why" of these vioe 

lent counter=measasures. ‘The state thought the Anabaptists 

were "dGismenbering" the echureh, the vody of Christe The 

state felt the Anabaptists were undermining the authority 

and prestige of the magistracy. The state feared the vic- 

orous missionary progrem and the dormant revolutionary ideas 

that might suddenly flsre up at any moment. And the state 

wes frankly annoyed with the Anabaptists because of the in- 

solence snd boldness displeyed by the latter in their deale 

ines with their political superiors .°2 

The Reformers were very sctive in the persecutions of 

the Anabartists becouse they felt the latter went too far in 

their stetements and activities. Looking at the matter from 

the other side, however, the Anabaptists despaired of ever 

revaliring or reforming the old chureh and sought to build a 

new church based on the foundations of Scriptures, literally 

interpreted. And so without the help or sanction of the 

state or the existing church bodies, these men boldly set 

out to reform the work of the Reformers, to continue where 

the Reformation had left off, to complete what had been 

S2kreider, Ope Cite, ppe lilt. 
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so nobly begun. 3 Tae Anabeptists felt the Reformers had 

dratm back from their logically derived original position. 

Powell states thet Zwingli, 

like Luther, became more concerned about nis system than 
about the New Testement Christlanity. . .. The Reform- 
srs, for fear of the consequences, drew back from their 
original contentions, while the Anabaptists, unwilling 
to bide their time or consider their difficulties, went 
oven beyond the New TA pecmens in their zeal to return to 
the primitive church,“ 

The Anabaptists have been classified by Vedder as more thor- 

ough, consistent, lozical, and less lukewarm than the other 

Reformers. So it is only 

natural that such a party, s veritable Ishmael among the 
Reformers, should come to be disliked, feared by all, 
end that it, should be denounced with commensurate warmth 
and energy ese’? 

As time went by, these persecutions crewy in number and 

intensity. in a 1527 edict issued by the Gantons of Bern, 

Zurich, and St. Gall, it was decreed that death by drowning 

should be the punishment for all who were “teachers, baptize 

ine rreachers, itinerants, leaders of conventicles, or those 

who had once recanted and then relapsed, "06 Forsign Anae 

baptists were banished, snd if they returned, they were 
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drowned. All citizens were encouraged to inform on the Ana- 

baptists. Fersecutions similar to this occurred in southern 

Germany, Austria, Tyrol, Netherlends, and England.&7 Felix 

Mang, early Anabaptist leader, was the first martyr for the 

cause, boing drowned on January 25, 1527.68 Powell, possi- 

bly writing with somewhat of a bias, states that the Ana-= 

haptists were resented and persocuted "with all the hatred 

which religious bigotry and fervor can engage--there is no 

hatred so unrelenting as one that has a religious sanction, 

Nothing was too eruel or inhuman to inflict upon the Ana-= 

bartists."99 The Anabaptists were 

hunted and hounded, beheaded, burned at the stake, 
starved, tortured with all the devilish encinery thet 
2 Protestant inguisition could devise. Many of them 
were drowned in derision of the mode of baptism which 
wes slways maintained by some of them. 79 

As is the case with almost every religious persecution, 

the Anobartists! religious thought, which religious authority 

was trying so herd to stamp out under its heel, spread rapidly 

into neighboring areas. While some people kept silent and 

others outwardly conformed in the face of persecution, many 

of the Anabaptists fled to contries such as Holland and 

Germeny where they could more freely spread their Gesypel. 
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Other Anabaptists migrated to Bohemia, Moravia, Foland, 

and northeast Italy (where the movement took on a decided 

anti-Trinitarian bent) e?= 

The Decline of the Anabaptist Movement 

Despite its remarkable initial growth, in oa matter of 

ten yeers there remained only scattered remnants of the Ana] 

baptist movement, made up largely of small clusters of fani- 

lies in isolated places. The Anabaptist movement was a 

ease of “srrested religious development unparalleled in 

Christian history." It sprang up in many places and got 

very strons, but ecclesiastical and civil authorities soon 

began to suppress it most vigorously. Some reasens for the 

rapid decline were the leck of leadership and organization, 

the growth in so many isolated places at one time, and the 

generalization made by many people in sixteenth century 

Europe thet all Anabaptists wero akin to the Zwickau Frorhets 

and the Muensterites, and therefore deserving of eradication. ?2 

Grebel and Manz did give some unity to the movement, but 

et the same time many small groups cropped up which actually 

had nothing of real importance in common, and yet all were 
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Clessified as Anabaptistse Probably one of the major con- 

tributing factors in the decline of the movement was its 

"lunatic fringe." Because of the lack of central authority, 

many revolutionary ond dangerous men were able to infiltrate 

the Anabeptist ranks and lead the common people to unwhole- 

some extremes. ‘With the persecutions in full swing, most of 

the leaders were soon liquidated, end the days of Ansbaptism 

£8 an active end progressive movement were numbered. Mysti- 

caleminded enthusiasts took over and completely changed the 

flavor of the original teachings of the Anabaptist founders. 

After the defeats at Frankenhausen and Muenster and after 

Anebaptism had been driven into the Catholic lands of south- 

ern Europe by the constant pressure of northern opposition, 

the mtiovement was quickly swallowed ur by the all-embracing 

machinery of the Roman Church. 74 Anabaptism as a movement 

was dead. How long its sririt will continue to thrive all     over the world of Christienity, God alone knows. 
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