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burn all books except the Bible. Mathys'! reign was short-
lived, however, for he, thinking he was another Gideon, took
thirty [sic] men against the Bishop of Muenster and was
promptly killed in battle.®8 At this juncture, Bochhold and
a man called Knipperdolling took over the leadership of the
insurrection.®?

These men proceeded to destroy the churches and set up
twelve judges after the manmner of the 01d Testament., In the
general chaos that soon followed, Bochhold (John of Leydon)
surmarily abolished thls form of government and set himself
up a8 King of the New Zion. From 153} on, Muenster was the
scene of extreme fanaticism, lust, polygamy, cruelty, and
neglect of civil order., For gxample, John of Leydon had
four wives, one of whom he beheaded in the marketplace in a
fit of frenzy./? He was dreaded by his people who realized
he was greedy and obviously concerned primarily about his
personal welfare, but were afraid to react because he fre=-
guently staged executions to keep them in line, While his
city was in the midst of famine and pestilence, John per=
suaded his people to resist the overwhelming power of the
besiegers. The city fell, however, on June 2, 1535, and

68npnabaptists,"” Encyclopaedia Britannica, I, 858,
69"pnabaptists,"” The Encyelopedis Americana, I, 599.
7°“Anabaptista," Encyclopaedia Britannica, I, 858,
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Rothmann and many, many others were killed,T: John of Ley=

don and two othsr radicals were tortured to death by red-hot
pincers, snd their dead bodies were enclosed in iron cages
and suspended from the steeplo of 3t. Lambert's Church in
luenster to serve as a vivid reminder to the people that the
state would not tolerate such outbursts.’2 After this lgno=-
minious failure, Ansbaptism never egain had the opportunity
to become a politicel force of any consequence, especiaily
because the ¢ivlil authorities now expmdsd even greater of=
forts in attempting to stamp out the Anabaptist movement
wherever 1t reared its head,

The writer has now shown two sides of the Anabaptlst
movement, It is his opinion that it would be very unjust
to generalize that all Anabaptists were radicals or that no
Anabaptists ever possessed these left-wing tendencles, It
is very important that a distinction be made at all times be=~
tween the evangelical Anabaptists with their more conservae
tive teachings born in the "bosom of Zwinglianism" in Zu-
rich in 1525, and the varlous mystical, spiritualistic, revo=-

lutionary, and even enti-nomian groups.’3 The former never

Tlranebaptists," Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological,
and Ecclesiastical Literature, T, 210.

T2%snabaptists," The Encylopedia Americena, I, 599f.

73Harold S. Bender, "The Anabaptist Vision," Church
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roally forsook the body of Christisnity's theological and

Christologlcal teachings as formulated in the traditicnal
ecreeds., They were never "fanatical millenarianists, individe
ualistic spiritual reformers, or ardent social revolutione
aries."’t The less fanatiecal Anabaptists such as Hofmann,
Jorls, and Grebel rejected the radicel views of Muenzer and
Muenster such ag polygamy, community of goods, and intol=
erance of opposing views, and preached the doctrine of eare
lier Anebaptist thought.75

The fanaticism of these radical Anabaptist men has been
explained by reference to man's obvious tendeney to rush to
oxtremes., The Papacy's iron grip which had cramped the
church for yesrs was suddenly relaxed, and the new=found
freedom went to the peoplefs heads and they went off on
opposite tangents.T6

Some Anabaptist wrlters have suggested that it is not
correct to link such men as ¥Mathys, John of Leydon, and
Muenzer with orthodox Anabaptism. !Mathys practiced infant
baptism and rejected many of the central teachings of Ana=-

baptlism, advocating, as he did, the utter destruction of his

Titenry A, DeWind, "Anabaptism," Church History, XXI
(Mareh, "1952), 20.

75n (] .
i2"Anabaptists,”" Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological
and Ecclesiastical iitora:ure, I, 2101, i

761b1d., p. 211.
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enenies and giving sanction to horrible ingtances of immordl -
ity.77 Muenzery, olthough he has been clagsified as an Anae-
baptlet, was never re~baptlzed and practiced infant baptism
as late as 1523.78 Luther called all opponents, and espec=
1ally men such as Muenzer, "Schwaermer, enthuslasts, dreamers,
prophets, and naked runnors.”’? Yet these men never really
belonged to the Anabaptist movement, Friedmenn wishes to
point out, for they either neglected the Bible entirely or
gave 1t a highly redicel interpretation, On the other hand,
the truec Anabeptiasts, stetes Friedmann, were always strong
Blbliclists and followed a more scber and spiritual inter=-
pretotion of God's word.so Anabaptists and their deacendants
have alweys vigorously objected to the term "anabaptist®™ bee
cause of the evil connotations the name brings to mind, Ale
roady at the time of Justinian (529 A. D.) the nams was used
to describe one of the two heresieos punishable by death ==
re=baptism and enti-Trinitarienism,Ol

T7F, Mo Powell, "From Luther and the Anabaptists to
Roger Williams," The Review and Expositor, XXIII (January,
1926), 67 S

: Za"Anabaptism, ® Encyelopasdias of Religion gnd Ethics,
I (] -!0 [ ]

T9%riedmann, Church History, XIX {December, 1940), 3L2f.

BOIb’-do. Pe 31]»3.

Bl“Anabaptist," The Menncnite Encyclopedia, {(Hillsboro,
Kensast Menmonite Brethren Publishing ﬁouse, 19558), I, 113,
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The Fersecutlona of the Anabaptists

The writor has alluded to the fact that the Anabsptist
movement underwont severe persecutions, Several reasons
hzve been brourht Torward to answer the "why" of these vio-
lent counter-messures. The state thought the Anabaptists
wore "dismembering' the church, the body of Christ, Thé
state felt the Anabapitists were undermining the authority
and rrestige of the magistracy. The state fearod the vig-
orous missionnry program and the dormant revolutionary ideas
that might suddenly Tlsre up at any moment. And the state
vas frankly ennoyed with the Anaebaptists because of the in-
solence snd boldneses displayed by the latter in their desle
inre with their political au',::eriors.e2

The Reformers were very sctive in thes perseccutions of
the Anabantists becouse they felt the letter went too far in
their stetements and activities, Looking at the matter from
the other side, however, the Anabaptists despaired of ever
revalring or reforming the old church and sought to build a
new church based on the foundationas of Seriptures, literally
interrreted, And so without the help or sanction of the
state or the existing church bodies, these men boldly set
out to reform the work of the Leformers, to continue where

the Reformation had left off, to complsete what had been

Halfre‘lder, ODe. cl ep PPe 11'Jfo |
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s0 nobly hcgun.ﬂ3 The Anabeptists felt the Reformers had
drawvn back from thelr lozically dorived original pcsition,
Powell states thet Zwingli,

like Iuther, became more concerned about hils system than

about the Vew Testement Christianity. « « ¢« The Reform=

ars, for fear of the consequences, drew back from their
original contentions, while the Anabaptists, unwilling
to bide their time or conslder their difficulties, went
oven beyond the Hew TBFtament in their zeal to return to
the primitive church,%4
The Anabaptists have been clessiflied by Vedder as more thor-
ough, consistent, loglcal, and less lukewarm than the other
Reformers, S0 it is only

natural that such a party, a veritable lshmael among the

Feformers, should come to be disliked, feared by =2ll,

and that itpahould be denounced with commensurate warmth

and energye”

Az time went by, these persecutions grew in number and
intensity, In a 18527 edict issued by the Centens of Bern,
Zurich, and St., Gall, it was decreed that deathn by drowning
ghould oo the punishment for all who were "teachers, baptize
ine rreachers, itinerants, leaders of conventicles, or those
who had onece recanted and then relapsed.“86 Foreign Ana-

baptists were banished, snd if they returned, they were

F3"hnabaptism," Encycloraedia of Rolipion end Ethies,
1’ li.06.

ﬂhl’owell, 2Eo cit-. Phe 66f.

FSVeddar, Obe citey PPe 1f.

56"Anabaptists," The Mew Schaff-Herzog Encycloredia of
Religious Knowledge, I, 162.




T ——

38

drowned, All citizens were encouraged to inform on the Ane-
baptists, Forsecutions similar to this occurred in southern
Germany, Austrias, Tyrol, Netherlaends, and England.®7 Felix
HManz, early Anabaptist leader, was the {irst martyr for the
causae, being drowned on January 25, 1527.88 Fowell, possi=-
bly writing with somewhat of a bias, states that the Ana-
haptists were resented and perseccuted "with all the hatred
which religious bigotry and fervor can engage--there is no
hatred so unrelenting as cne that has a religious sanction,
Nothingz was too cruel or inhuman to inflict upon the Ana-
bartists."? The Anabaptists were

hunted and hounded, beheaded, burned at the stake,

starved, tortured with all the devilish enginery thet

2 Frotestant ingquisition could devise., G&lany of them

were drowmned in derision of the mode of baptism which

wes s2lways maintained by some of them,

As is the case with almost every religious persecution,

the Anabartists! relipgiocus thought, which religious authority

was trving so herd to stamp out under its heel, spread rapidly

into neighhoring areas. While some reopls kept silent and
others outwardly conformed in the face of persecution, many
of the Anabaptists fled to contriles suechh as Holland and

Germeny where they could more fresly spread Lhelr Gespel.

A71vid.
f€y1111ems, op. cit., pe LS.
“Opowell, ope cite, ve 68

901pid.

e —
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Other Ansbaptists migrated to Bohemia, Moravia, Foland,
and northeast Italy (where the movement took on a decided

anti-Trinitarian bant).91
The Decline of the Ansbaptist Movement

Daspite 1ts remarkeble initial growth, in a matter of
ten years there remained only scattered remnants of the Ang=
baptist movement, made up largely of small clusters of fami-
lies in isnlated places. The ~Lnabaptist movement was a
case of "errested religious develoyment unparalleled in
Christian histcrv.“qz It sprang up in many rlaces and got
very strong, but ecclesiastical and civil authorities soon
beoan to suppress it most vigorously. Some reascns for the
repid decline were the lack of lerdership and organization,
the growth in so meny isolated places at one time, anrnd the
generalization made by many peoprle in sixteenth century
Europe thet all Anabsptists weroc akin to the Zwickau Frorhets
and the Muensterites, and therefore deserving of eradication.?3

Grebel and Manz did give some unity to the movement, but
et the sasme time many small groups cropped up which actuslly

had nothing of real importance in common, and yet all were

gl“Anabaptism," Encyclopaedia of HReligion and Ethies,
I, LoB. S

921h1d., e 1410,
931bnid,
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clessii"ied as Anabaptistse. Frobably one of the mejor cone-
tributing factors in the decline of the movement was its
"lunatie fringe." Because of the lack of central authority,
many revolutionary snd dangerous men were 2ble to infiltrate
the Anabeptist ranks and lead the common peorle to unwhole=-
some extremes, ¥With the persecutions in full swing, most of
the leaders weroc soon liquidated, snd the days of Ansbaptism
os an active and progressive movement were numbered, Mysti-
calerinded enthusiasts took over and completely changed the
Tlaver cof the orlginel teachings of the Anabaptist founders,
Aftor the defeats st Frankenhausen and MHuenster and after
Anchaptlism had been driven into the Catholic lands of south-
ern Eurore by the constant prressure of northern opposition,
the movement was quickly swallowed ur by the sll-embracing
machinery of the Roman Church.gh Angbaptism as a movement
wos desd, FHow long its srirlt will continue to thrive all

over the world of Christisnlity, God alone knows,

qhﬁnox, ope cite, Te 127,




