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28:26: "For bb God doth S.net.ruot h1z:i to �d�l % �o�r�a�t�.�S�.�o�n� (Eob. gbhpat) and 

doth teaah 'him. 11 Tho �I % �r �a �o�l�l�t "� felt. that gulclance to �m�i % �b�p�a�t� oame from 00d. 

Oonoornin,r th1a tie r c.:Bd a 

The natur6 of t he god rua~ be eald to bo formed aocordlng to the pey­
chia cht1roctor of tho people, but tho �I�e�r�o�.�o�l�U�.�u % � were not ln doubt 
thtt.t t hB r cvoroe wae the oo.oe. They were Yahweh'• c:hS.ldren, brought 
up by hi m• 'l't1eir �p % �7�c�h�1�a� content took lt• epecit:11 colouring fro:n 
t ho eourco whence, lt flowed, snd ~ll tbalr �m�i % �h �p�'�.�2 �:�t�,� • '1a dorS.vecl from 
l ab•,1oh. Thie applied not only to t.he holy aot.a which Yahweh demanded, 
but aloo to the toelS.ngo of the heart and all t.be work al dally llfo, 
for all IeraelS.tc ootS.on wae an �e�x�p�r�e�e % �S�.�o�n� of IaroolS.to §llbP!\• 
~,bon t i1e f ar mer cultivated bla aoS.11 % �o�w�i�n�g� t,he different kinda ot 
corn i n t he proper w117, thle too, waa the mbhpat. which hie God had 
t llUf ht, hl n: • 2 

fhue all things done by tho �I % �r�a�e�l�l�t�e� wero done undo~ the 1natruot1on of 
II' • , , 

Jahueh •::ho cont i nually pointed out the juat, right and proper t1ay, Isaiah 

Becauco ot thio, 11hen the sraat �p�r�o�p�h�e�t % � ot the eighth oentury de-

o b imc,d a.gainet the eoaS.o.l injuetloe of their age, their mer,aage t1ae bOl'n 

of their percept.ion of the ab~ructer of God. It Haa �b�e�o�a�u % �e� they realized 

that God t:ao 11 Ood of juetioe and righteouaneae that they demanded juetlae 

and �r�l �s�, �h�t �e �o�u�e�n�o�e % � fro-.1 1:1en. ero 1:111.a eomethlng deeper thsn an abetraot 

theolou• lt wae a vital theolom,, a demand that men % �h�o�u�l�d� rafloct the 

obar:ioter t mt God was peraelvod to bave. Ancl that ohar9ctar vae the 

cha.raoter that ho reveal~d ln �h�i % � �a�o�t %  "�'� So �I % �a�l�a�h� ••Y• (26,9) afor 

when thy judg;nont.e o.re in tbo earth, the �i�n�b�a�b�l�t�a�n�t % � of t.hG world will 

learn �r�l�g�h�t�a�o�u�e�n�o�e %   "�n� 

2Joha. Pederecn, �I % �r�a�e�l�,� lll. J4f!. a llult.ure (London, C>Jd'ord Uni­
veroS.ty Pl'•••• 19lt0), III-IV, P• ,01. 

'a. H. aowley, The Fo,lt.h .2t Iprael (London• s:,n.~ Pr••• i.ta., ~6), 
P• 6o. 
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Tho a dva.ncing !iiOral1zat1on or the idea of God 1a ahlefly brought to 

ua in the urit 1ng prophot.a of t he e i g hth century, eapeolally Amoa, Ho■oa, 

and Iaoiah. 'l'hoso throe propheta are all concernad with tho moral relation 

betweeµ J~hweh and Israel, but each of them emphr&aiaee a different aapect 

of tho.t, r a l Gtion, o.nd t hus a chu.r.:iotar1et1a idea of God. 4 

For Amoa, t ho centra l thou, ht. la the absoluto justiae of tho divina 

aovo.-eitnty. J ahwoh i s righteous, and haa the Ifill and power tci ada !.ni­

oter the govarncent of t ho world by tho standard of Hie omracter.5 The 

aina lie punia hee are mainly thoBo of social 1njuat.1oe, 5:12, °For I know 

your ma ni f old tranegresoions and your ~ighty einea they afflict the 

just. • • • .: Tho on ly fU. ot!orins t.o a moral ruler io :ioralityJ aa He 

deoanda t ha t judl!7!1Gnt should run down aa wat.ers.6 In hie concept.ion ot 

Joh~-:el ea un1•1c:: rsal juat.ice, Amoa want beyond tba thinking of any- of hia 

pradeoosaor a. Ho saw a 01.11ething like tt.e reian ot mOl"al lau illuatl'ated 

in t ho couue of ovcnta■ 7 In regard to Jshweh'a l':liabmt, tte know tblt 

it waa closely connocted with Hia love, aa Rowley aaya: 

it 1a cho.r that the Juatioe and tho love ot God are not attr:ibutea 
to bo oat over against or.o another, between which there vaa a ton­
alon. Hie diacipline of leraol vaa not a:imply the expreaalon of 
God 1a j ustice, o•,ercoming and setting aaide hi■ lova for the tl!::e 
bein,;. It waa aa muoh tho oxproaaion of hie love aa of hie juat:ioe.8 

Thia 1e seen in ,\moa ,:2, where ba to lla tho people that the roaeon Ha 

4H. :lheoler Robineon, .tm, Relidou■ Ideae 9'. ~ Old Togta;popt 
(London: Gerald Duck.worth &. Oo. Ltd•, 19'2), P• 67. 

'Jll!•, P• 67. 
6Amoa ,s12. 

7omrlea H • .Fat.te.raon, lb!. fhiloaophy gt, ll!. 21d. 'l'eatgent (Kev York, 
'rho Ronald Prea■ Oompany, 19',), P• 172• 

· 8aow1ey, ml• 21l•, P• 64. 



18 

punlahee t hem co ie beos uee lio lo,,o■ them 110. 

In l~icah 1 t in ebown that it, 1a neoeHa.ry t.o think of doini; mi■hpat 

ae meonS.ng "doing God'• u111 tH it. bae baon made olGa r in paet, experienoa. :'I 

Acoordint t o thS.e line of davolopnent, then, mi■hpat la of God, being •. le 

declared 11111.9 'l'bie we eeo clearly in J.'lioab 6181 11He 1-.ath ehowad tbse, 

J man, what 1B good a and uhat doth the Lord .require of thee, but to do 

Juetly , and to lovo mercy, a.nd to walk hUi!'Jbly wlth t.b,V Uod.'l • 

Iealeh, too, wae keenly aware that q;l•hmt wae one of the major char-

acterie.tico of Jeh~reb. ne oleo realized that t.bte ciade lt.eelf 1'elt. ln 

o,,ery £s cot of the lif e of the people. ~• road that 

Becauea he kn9w Jabveh waa a .right.ooue god wboee prlnciplo• 0£ j~•­
tice or e involved in the aftaire ot all natiOM, Isaiah waa eure 
trust only one coureo of actionvould. make a country eafo and that 
wae t o bring the policies of govern~ent into hAr~oey vlth tho re­
quiromcnte of justice and. aoo1al rt.ghteou■neaa.10 

Thia lo dec onotra t od in Iaa iah ,1,1-,. Again ua are ablo to aaa the 

sreat 11taiw that uorc taken by thee• prophet■ o! the c1£bt.h century be­

yond tlJG t heological thinking of their pred•oeaeora. 

'l'ho major new idea of' tbeae prophet■ waa tboir emphaa1a on mtlon­

al1e1& , aaci to this they applied tbs rdehpat of Goel. Thl• wae their rea­

aon for preo.ch1t1e; , and. ln doing ao they unt'olded Oad •• moral purpose for 

tho wholo uorld• $hen Ia.raol dld not refleat Hi■ ahar11oter in her 1n­

tHna1 life, but by the evUa tbat. vere rampant reftaled her eorry ata\e, 

then her way oould not. proaper. 11 Jahweh la a god of juat.loo and for that 

9Nor.man u. Snsi th, 'l'he Di■tlpot.l ••. liJ!!I. sf. 1b!. 21d 'l'eet•mant 
(I'talladalphia: The Weeblnater F,z,a■■ , 1946), PP• 9'-6. 

10r-atterson, 21!.• Ill.•, P• 209• 

11;-lowley, .21?,• all.•, P• 6,. 
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roaeon lo aould not aupp,ort a natlon whoa• poll.al•• wero aontrary to the 

prlnciplea whioh balongod to Hl■ notvre. 12 Thie la clearly ••1d•m ln 

Amoa 2 ,6-8. Iaa1a.h goca evon far·the:r,· and· llfta th• idea of God•• 

m1phpat to a JJO\'I C1Jajeot.y by oloasly oonaect.ing it t.o ill■ ho11nea■• 1' 

arhapa t he moat typioal paaeage regarding Go4 1e g1■hmt •• it vaa 

His ohsraatcr s nd norm, and aa t,hat norm ••• to be reflected ln tbe live■ 

of t he poople, 1e atlll l-1:loah 6:8. There U, t,elle ua that t.he requlre­

mente of Jo ht1oh oro not defined in term• of ritual or ooremonl••, but ln 

tho poascenion on the zx,.rt of human belago ot thoee moral qualltiea whioh 

make f or ki ndnoea, juatloe, and tba aplr1t, ot bumlllty. 14 Jah'llleh truly 

wci, a God of j uotlce to the ulghth-oentury prophet.a, and t.hay never 

oeaeed t olling t he people t hat. a■ God wae just, eo ilo required them to 

bo juot. 

God 1a ~~iahps.t in tho Llveu o~ t.he i'ooplc 

•i-Jhcm t-10 consider gbhpat. 1a the liwe of the people, ve 1mmad1ate1y 

notice that t oo word rooeivoa a different oonnotation thsn being ■triotly 

Uod ' e norm ond o.imraoter. ~care told that. 1n Hoeaa ;lphp;l\ 1■ under­

etood •• what 1e titting ror an Iaraelit.e oommun1ty■ 1' But we oan 

never i'org,et, tlut auch wae also the nora: or God; eometbing whioh lie gave 

12 fatt.orson, .21!.• all.•, P• 170■ 

1'aoblneon, Il!!.. llaU.g1oue Idea, st. .tdll. ~ T••w•nt, PP• 69-70. 
14.Eat.teraon, S.• .2ll•, P• ,01. 

1'PedOl'l!en, ,U.• .9.ll.•, PP• 540-41 
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the people by which they oould guiclo tbe1r dalq llvlng. Somot,lniee U, 

al~oat ,o~mod so though tho lawa wore un-Iarae11t1■hJ butt.bl prophet 

aold they \1ere tha vary lava that ahould be obaervad ( Hoaea 8112). 

Another coneider,ition 1e t,hat ti'lia la truo .roliglon regarded on it■ 

prsotical alda , oc the rule and authority for lU'o ln all lta relation■• 

It 1s 1n t.bia way th:lt Iaalah 42,1, ''ha aball bring forth Judp:ent. t.o 

t ho G~ntiloo, is ueod.16 And thua ;ioblnaon alao eoya: 0 Iaalah de­

acr1bco l i w as a ~od of miahpat, 1•••• not aimpl,y One who paeaea a■nteme 

and B?YB t ho lnet \ford, but Ona whoee laat. word will conform -to t,he at.rlo­

toet rectitude. 1117 Thorof'ore, Ciocl 1• juat, Hi■ word a 0.11d act.ion■ follow 

t~.ot j uct1ce closely in dealing wlth ~•n, and man muot ptide bi~ living 

by t~.at juotlco. 

It la t hrou5h thia definition and under■tandlng ot. mlphc;et that ue 

aox.e to rcan 1a ein■ ' Hera we lec,.rn t,hat the idea of dn "in the Old Teot.a­

=•nt lo t hat of the prophet~--dloobodtence to the moral requiromenta of 

God.18 In other worda, to ein 1■ io oeaee following t.be mi■hpat ot God, 

to r,o off on one 1u own tangent and live apart fro,a Him and Hi■ norms~ 

Tbis •:aa t ~.e aln cf' Iarael, and tbt■ waa tba malady being fought 'by tha 

propheto: the ,people bad tor■aken t.he mi•bP11c ot God. ·• aae t-bla de:11-

one.tro.ted 1n t.moe and lioaea, of ublab ve are told 1 

Jah."leh •·• judgment■ are tho■• ot a God ot a pronouno•d Iaraell,t.e t.Jpte 

l6r.ran:a Delitz■ah, Blblioal Comentary 2D. S!!t. Proph9c1e■ 9L I9alah, 
tranalatecJ by Rev. Jamea Martin, (Grand Rapid.a• ~la:. B. Eerdman■ f'ubU.ahlng 
Company, 1954), II P• 17'• 

17Robineon, .?bl. :lellrlou, Id•p• 2t. lb!.~ Tttptamept., P• 86. 
18.IJ!li., P• 161■ 



21 

The ruling God on Zion le the ■ame •• the old Ood of tha poople, tha 
guardian~ Iaraolita ■edhalca and mi■bpat. • • • The mi•hpat whiob •• 
leraolitee thoy oueht to love and praotioe they have tbua changed 
into o pot.eon, and they have thrown ju■tioe to tho ground, Hoe•• 
2:6, 4,lt 5,7,11 f f, 15, 6112, 814 ff. All thi■ ahowa a oon-
tompt for Jahmth 1o to;:ah and hia lat1a.19 

Tru~~ Jahweb oonaidered lt a ain for the people to toraake Hi■ m11Jl­

l!!ll.• 'lha tiorda 11er o hanh for i:;pbralm in Nosoa 5,11a •~phraim 1■ oppre11-

ae1d and broken in judu1:1ent, booauae ha willin6ly walked after tho CQm.and­

ment." Ac Iara.a l dea lt folaely with ita neighbor■, it toll away- trom 

Ood 'a o-.,,n miehpat, and in doing ao their livao turned po1■anou■, •• we 

leorn f'rom Hosea 10:4: 1Thay have apo.ken worda, awe11r1ng to.leely in a:ak-

1ng El covenant: thus j ud&111ant apringoth up aa hemloak in the turr011■ of' 

tho fie ld. Laetach tolla ua that h3re mithmt ia uaad in the aenae ~ 

right., l i;u: c.nd order, whiob the people have turnad to poiaon. 20 'l'bl, 

peoplo a.dd.l'OSB8d by Amos hsd tho HmO foiling, OOJ!platoq r.1iahandling 

n;iahpgt and making tbair life nothing but. bitternoae: (tS:12) ''Shall bor■e■ 

run upon the rook? will ona plow the eea with oxen'l tor ye !lava turnsd 

judm,aont i nto nall, and the tru1t of righteouans■e into bsmloak.a 

'l.'lwa ,..,e learn that the oighth-centur1 prophet.a told tlw peoplo they 

had Dlnnod greatly in fonakina Oocl •., ralahpat.. But that male.ea ua cbaak 

the roaulta of auoh o forget.ting o£ miahpat. ;1e aee firata "Jahlrob 1■ 

awaro or the f 'aot tbat whenever men go aontruy to t.ba pr1noiplea ot 

juat.ioe thay- will bring about tholr own deatruot1on. A nation a:annot 

191\Jderaen, .sm• 211•, P• 54.,. 

20.rttao. Laatsch, The 1-~inor r,ophetp (st. Loul■ s Conoordia FubU•h1ns 
Houee, 19'6), P• 81. 
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icnore the pr1nc1plea or rlgbt.eouene■• and hope to aurviff • "21 Tm 

fierce angor of' God and tbll prophet■ 1• generated beoau.. the ■in of "• 

people 1D not a al!::iplo t.hl11g• ThU■ Mloah declare■ the reproach o4l God to 

Iaraol tor t hoir rebellion after 6a baa ebown them what. lJo deeir••• (r-:loah 

618). v?la ncad not wonclor t'hat ;nl■hpat, became■ polaon whon it. la a t.ru• 

robslllon s a inat od. thie ia tho raaeon wb,y punlement. 1• 1n ■tore ~or 

tbe paopla. 

Thie 1e th(3 baa1■ for Hoblnaon '• ■tat.ement • "blot. leaa :tur,dament.al 

to t hs prophet.la religion 1■ tba idea of ■ufterlng •• tba juat. reoompenee 

and reward of cin, it■ naoeaaary aooaapanbent in thl ~oral govorment, of 

the world by iJ a hwcsb. 1122 Hoaoa 615 tell■ ua t.be feeling■ o£ God in regard 

to punishment for E!ln:. nTherefore have I hawed t.hem by tba prophllt■J I 

hove d o.i n t he~ t.y th9 VOl'da of r.1y mouth, and tby judf)J1onte are ae :t.he 

llght that gooth forth• 11 :le oan eee what the prophet.a though'\ ot thl 

mlahmt of Qod in relationebip to thama•l•• a■ they proolalm the elni"ul­

ne■e of the poople frm1 lUoa.h ,,a, "'But truly I am full of power bJ the 

ap1r1t. of the Lord, and of judpent, aud of might, to deol~r• unto Jaoob 

hie tra negroealone, and to Ierael h1■ •in•• 

In all of th1• v• are able to eee t.hat thero vs■ a definite adaaae 

la undoratand,ing rnbhpat on tbD part of theae propbata • Bot onq waa 

tho ~iahnat of Go.d upread to 1nolude all 1111tlon■ J at the uame ti::le 1t waa 

narrowe_d to more implicate tbl lnd1vldual ln bia .rebellion agalnat. that 

mi■hpat. Thla 1a quite evident, •• we •••• "A fuller rooogn1t1on of 

21Fatteraon, .Q2• ill.• , P• 28,. 
22aob1naon, nm, Re lle;lou■ 14••• SIL .lb!. gJJl Te1taa;ent., P• 161. 



the clalma of lndlviduallty waa lc:plie4 in tba moral appeGla ot the 

eighth-century prophet.a, but it d.oaa not beaaa.e expllolt until the pub­

lioetlon of tr.a JJeuteronomic Lew, a ~antury la.ter.•2' Tho individual 

nature of' aln gained ia recognition ae oppoaed to tho nat.loml oonaider­

atlon previously e.,iven to it• And t.hia exter!ded not ju■t to the lsycaen 

of t bo country. the leadere wore implioatad to an ah10Dt grcGter extent. 

The l ec.clcra, oepoo1ally, gave proof' that they wo.nted nothing to do with 

the corms of mlshpa.t o.o Ood had aat them up. ~• loorn tbie fro:n U.loah ,,9, 
11liettr t hia, I pray :,ou, ye hoada of the houae of Jacob, and prince■ of 

the house of Israel, that abhor judpant, and pervert all equity.• 

'thue are we :ible to eoe that there· we.a no doubt mong thaae pro­

pheto t hat God tiae just, and that Hie mlabpat vae lmpOZ'tant aa the rule 

mnd euide f ·or the people. Not, simply· important, but co::pletely lneacap­

a.blo. Men ,.,era COJ:iotandod to aoknouled,;o the mlahpat of God toward t.ham, 

and t.o ua:e that ~01ae mhhpat 1n thelz cjealinga with the people around 

t.ho111 ■ ilhen the p,ople rofused to reaagm.se tbi■ abllgat.lan, wblch came 

with being the people of tho God ~ m&abpa.t, the .PJ'Oplwta baoaae aotive 

1n P:1"00 lauiing the fact that. God, in puni■hlng tho people, waa alao 

actlng according to Hla miehpat. In ~act, it, waa tho punlahtont eur­

roundlng them and seemingly endleae which oaµaed the people the grosteat, 

oonoarn. ~ e learn that 

ri'he greatoat problem which aro,e f:or it {i.ba HebHW rollclom waa 
not aa to tho exi■t.onoe but as to the rlghteouaneaa of God• Tbla 
means that there 1■ a atandard. to vbioh Be 1■ expooted to oonform 
Caadeq ), juat •• there are etandard weight■ and moa■uree to which 
the tradeaman ought to oontorm• But it. doea not DlOan that there 
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le an abet.re.ct r1ght.eouaneea axi11t1~ •1n the air a " the will ot God 
1a 1'olt to ba EUpren:e. Paltb w·raat.lea bard to ~•lntaln it■ 0011"10-
tlon thst tha divine will la fundamentally and 1ntrln■lcally right­
eous, even 11', ln 5.ta hi~her raae,■, ~•tlm•• 1ncomprohe:ie1ble b7 
our h WU111 st.andarcJe of' righteouane■■• 

Tr.are oan bo no doubt that to the e1ghtb-oentury prophet■ there waa 

an extreme ly oloac, relatlo.neb1p bet.t1aon juat.loe and rl:;hteouane■a. They 

tla.d to f ace tbe queat.lon ovary time they apoa t.o alnful people. There­

fore wo turn no~ to a cono1derat1on of M4•q• 

. . . :tadeq u .God 'a Norm 

,\ 1th.ouch t h.ore a re cuw lnatancee 1n \lhloh rdahpclt a.pparently :le uaod 

to dcnot.o a norm net up by God, it would ■eam tit.at. thlo word waa more 

cloeo l y conr.oc t.ed to the court■• It la zedeq vhlch no,, oppctara to ba the 

norm upon which Ood 1a rn1ahnat le baaed and whloh guldee Hi m ln the uaa o'f 

it,. 'l'be t wo 1-1orda arc ext.ree ely oloee 1n their meaning , and in their 

uae by t 'he eighth-oontury propbe.ta. i"ie ■ee thl■ emphaalzod thua; 

Mlahpg.t 1a zedeg, 1n that. men ca.n lea.rn what 1■ God'• no.rm through 
oom~on oxperlonoe or by the repeo.t.ed cleolaratlon of thoae through 
who-.11 Bo speaks and doclaroe Sla aovarelgn will• 1' lahpat, howovor, 
tonda alwsya to bo moro oloaeJ..y oonnactecl wlth the lsw-oourt.a than 
zedeQ, though not to the extent vblah tha Sept.u,-_11int equivalent 
dikalOlila or t ho Vulgate judioium would ■uaneat.Q 

To gl~e a definition of the word we might look to Iaaiah 41,26: 

11 :ho hath doo larod from the boglnnlng, that we m117 Jcnow7 and betoret1m•, 

th~t wo may eay, Ee le rlghteou■Y yea, the.re 11 none thst ehewoth, ,.., 

t.hore 1D none t.bat deolareth, yea, t.her,i 1e none that beoret.b yom wordt1e ii 

2411. :#heeler Robiaaon, Ig1pl£•1t:U !Jl!l Rpplation in ibt. Old 'teeta-
l!Dl (Oxford a 'l'he Olarendon Pre■e, l ), P• ~,. 

2's-nait.h, ~• 9.b.•, P• 96• 



Doliizeoh takoa zodeq hero aa a1gn1£y1ng either ~he la r1gbt,n 1.e. in the 

rightJ or in a nouter eenee, a1t la right• (true), l••• tho al.aim to dl• 

vine honours ie r eally founded upon divine pc,rtomamea.26 We alao look 

to him for a further ·dof1n1t1on of aedea •• Ood 1a nora; 

The r1ghteouaneaa of Ood 1a tho atr1ngeno:, with whlah He aota, in 
accor dsnoo with the will of Bia holineaa ■ Thie will of hol1neas 1■, 
eo far aa the human raoe la oonoerned , and &plU't tro:n the oounae le 
of ao. lvs t1on, a will of· ,n•ath; but from the atandpolnt, of the■e 
counsels it la a Hill of love, whloh 1■ only ohanged :into a will of 
wrat,b towards t hose who deupise the sraoe t.hu■ oft'ereul to thea:.27 

Thia ia t1 peal:1ng of zsdeg aa Ood 1a norm only■ I>avideon maintalna that the 

word f'iret g0ta i ts ri1eaning f'ram whatever ia r1sht aooordlng to an under­

stood etcindor d , and only than doopene within the indhldual and 1■ mp• 

pUed to God. 28 

Snaith io var y de.finite in hie opinion that in these prophet■ zedeg 

roally i o the norm ot God: 

zedoq-zedeaah muat be undoratood aa that whiob God hae aetab11■ha4, 
or t1Ul eatsb liah in thia world ■ • • • Zedeg 1■ that which God Him­
aolf establiebed aa ·tbo proper norm, and whioh, on that acoount, 1a 
firm and atrslght, eteacly and bmovabl•• It le the norm wbiob CJod 
set up in t.ha baglnning, by vbicb aleo He will judgo t~ world, 
(Pe. 98:9).29 

He alao ellOVB that thi• norm of Ood bad to be retleated ln the peoplo who 

vorehipped Him, 

26.ueutaech, aJ!,• Slll.•, II, 172• 

27JW., P• 178■ 
28A .• a. Jlavldeon, Ill!. Tbooloqy 9'. ll:a.. 2.W. Teptyent. (Hew l'o,.-Ju 

Oharlea !:cribncu.- '" Sona, 1910), P• 269• Jfo aay• ·here, "'rha etandard m11y 
ba proprlot:,, popular ouetan 1 wi.t 1a due eooially·, or what 1a r .equired 
in morale or rellglon■ ••• Ae the atanclard deepen• ln it■ idea, rlght­
oouaneee ·will aleo aoqulre more lnwardne■■ and condonaation■• 

29sna1t.h, a• 2.ll•, P•· 96. 



26 

All four propheta aaatblne into a ecilld unanlmit, ln repeatedly r•-
1teHt1ni! t he f cot that Joho•h by Hi■ vary Nature de:cand■ rls ht. 
oonduot from nt.e wo1'8blppera and 11111 be content with nothing el■e• 
Tha a peoif 1o and clearly expreeaed oonaeotlon bet.ween qodeph (ho11-
neaa ) and :l'ledc,gab (riahteouano■a) 1■ touncl t.wloe, bot,h ln■t'lnoo■ 
being 1n the Book of tho rophet Ieaiah, 5116 and 611-,.,0 

·:a aan clea rly oeo thb effect a■ we look at the tray in wh1ob vorahippel'■ 

glvc honor s nd lory to God in Iaaiah 5,161 QBut the Lord of ho■t■ ■h!lll 

be exalted in j~dp ent, and God that le hol.J ■hall bo eanctifled in 

r i ~hteouaneoe. 4 

,:ncrcvar t.ho prophat.e lo:>ked, the:, oould aee that God'• will and 

act.ion■ ocincided uith. r:l5hteouanoe11., and to them God'• will tfB■ the norm 

of rightacucncsn on t h:it aoccunt. pr11ct:loal17, t-11thout, it.■ being the eource 

of it abeol utoly , or to be idcntif iacl 111th it• Uhe_n Ood '• oat.ion■, there­

fore , He re oetimotcd, t hey tiere na.turally judged by the eame atandard •• 

wae ap• l1cd ~hen t he oot ione of men were judo,d. Beoauee ot thle , 1t 

very often !ippoarocJ that God 'a ri bteouar.eea wae what 1a called rotribu­

t.ive rightoouenose.,1 ::;o muat remo13bor, hoNevor, that t.ho propbltt.■ epoke 

of God'a ~edeq in t boee t e r ms because tlmt waa tho meaeage Ood ~anted the 

people to hear :snci un.deretand. 'l'hr1t zedeg uaa exprooac.,d in hu1:1a.n term■ 

vaa neoeHitata d by the f aot t hat it wae apoken to human being■• 

Though t here a re very man, who maintain that aedaq uaa uaed by the 

elght h-contury prophet■•• referring to a norm of God., or ae an lnharont 

p:irt of Hio aharaoter, wo find that t here are ■am• ,.,ho do not hold thl■ 

opinion. Bollier t.elle ue, "The oonaopt of rlghtoouaneee •• preaented by 

,oDM_., P• 6'• 

,1DsvS.daon, .21!• All.•, P• G70• 
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the eie;hth-century prophet• doa■ not doaorlbe man I a re lat.ion to a norm of 

oonduot, 'but .rather hie re lat.ion t,o Goel w1th1n the Covo1111nt ... ,2 Davldeon 

looks at lsa1ah 54:12 tt. and 51,4-, and talle ue that, zodeg 1■ an inde­

pendent onti ty, apart from God. Ho esyo, 

r1shtcouonoea 1a not a Divine att.rlbute. It 1e a Divine of.feet-­
it i o eomsthing producod 1n the worlcl by God, a condition ot the 
world produood by God, a condition of richteou■ncea, called llia not 
only bocauao llo produces it, but aleo beoauae when it 1• produced 
J?on and t he world will be in attrlbutee that ,.,blch He la. 'lble 
.rightoouanesa of God appeara to tbs propbat. to be eomet.h1ng in 1t­
aolf, sO!Jlothing independent and eternal, lea1ab. ,1:6•-'' 

Looking e t tl-.oee puBRae;oe to eea what. givee Daddeon ze:ieon for thla 

opinion, \·le eso t lmt there 1a a po■alble support for it• ~ut, aa we read 

them. , we muot rem9Ml:er that tmy are :fro::i t1hat le called !>eutoro-Iaaiah, 

in l:hi c ll the t hoological thinking 1a beld to be farther advanced than 

the :i:e:, o:f t.ho eight.h century. 

In !aoiah 51,5 ue rea d, •~y rl~hteoueneea la near. rq aslvation ie 

gone forth, 11nd mine arma ehlll jud~e the people; t.he isles eho.11 wait 

upon , c, and on a-ine arm shall they truet• 0 Hare le truly eechs.tologlcal 

epoocb, pointin;; to the D:ay all man ha-ve beon hopefully ant1cipat.1ng. In 

the next verse tm> languaee ohang,oa to deu:onatrate the etern11l naturo of 

Ood 1a ;:edeg. "Lift up your eyae to the heavamt, 11nd look upon the oarth 

bcn:cath: for: t ho heavona shall van111h r..tlfO.J' Uke tlt1;1o)kia, snd t,ha aarth alw.11 

wax old U.ka a sarn:ent., and they that. dwell therein ab:111 die 1n Ulm man­

nor: but mr eo.lvatlon ahall be forayer, and my r1ehtsoual0oea ebsll not be 

.52J. r.. Bollier, 1'The Rl gbteouanaee ot God a a word otudy, " Iptar­
P£Otatiop. VIII (19'4), 4p6; : · 

,,Da.,1daon, 211• J!.ll.•, P• 14,. 
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abol1ahed. 11 It would. 11.ppear that. ••deg :le referred to hue •• eometh:lng 

independent in nature ■ 

In ap1te of th~ae argument• agaln■t pdeg_ bolng Goel'• norm, thoae 

in favor of the 1doa of t ho norm would eeam to oarry the greater wels ht• 

liltneee wlnt we read of thle ae found ln Amoe, 

Jahwoh la rit llteoue, and ·hu both vlll and power to admlnleter the 
govs r nment of the world by the etandard ot 8111 own character ■ The 
mora l r Gvuleion ot Amoo frQI the immoral rel1t lon and the ral1g1ou■ 
1m~oral1ty of tl:.:: Northe~n Kingdom became bi■ divine call to pro­
phecy . 9o t ho offended r:t.ghtoouane■■ of God wa.a aentra.1 ln the 
thought of Amoa.,4 

Thie la r ;..: (.;t 'ld in the atatement of Amo■ to the people of hi■ own m.tion 

who followeo ••, rtoae i mmoral roll61ou■ praotl■••• Amoa 6,12: usball horae■ 

run U r ~ the rcck'l will one plow the aea 11ltb oxen'l for ye have turned 

jud(!ilent i nto gall, and the fruit o~ r1ghteouaneea into bemloclc■ n That 

zoden !.C? God 1e norm may ba inferred from J.!:loah 6,8, where Micah aeeme to 

CO".ilbins the 1doo.o of .Amoa and lfoa•••-'' lt ia t.be desire of God that Hi■ 

peopl e .live and mova in mlfbpat. and udag, •• they eee tbeue in Him• 

Zedeq and' tbe Faoplo 

'lhsn God a nd His zedo? aJ'e l:lno•• ·• , bet ore the people, we bs.,,. the 

dtuatlon deeorlbed in Iaaiah 28 ; 19• ', ,Jpent al,o v111 I lay to tm. 

llm, and r1G;hteou11nae■ to t he, plu.~.::et. 1 '1 ld t.bl mil ahall ■veep away t.bl 

refuge of lie■, and the ~at ,.,r•e a t4lll GYertlow the hiding plaoa.• God 1■ 

going to make .fflo zodeq t h e~uide am!. rule to be followed by the people• 

'"aobin■on, I!w. KeU,glou■ Idea■ st. :Ma .QH t•1t,ament., P• 68. 

''Dadd■on, .22.• .51.ll.•, P• a51. 
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Z.edeq wU.l ba that with '1hiah He mea■uro■ and ••tlmat•■ the people.; and 

all Hie j udginente of them are done S.n zedeq.'6 

As t1e think of thoee who would rule out tho pOHibS.l:lty of zadeq 

being tm norm of God, we muet look to th1e- ■tatement by Davidson: n111a 

being ad of Ierael doea not invalidate the genersl prinoiple of Hie 

righteous dos ling t1ith men. So far from 1nval1dat1ng S.t, 1t rat.bar oon­

firme it, (:1.moe !h, )■ 11,7 Thera He read that two aazmot travel together 

unleeo t hoy tu•e a -;r.ood ■ t~ r.d eo muat men agrae with God 1n zedeq. Thi■ 

zede a continua.lly 1a the rioriu Goel u■ee a■ tie deal.a with tha peopleJ no­

thing F.o d" .H? c topo out.a1do that U.ne drawn by Him• Ao tu aie the other 

nat iona ware :,onaerned, tho zedeq, of Ood waa lf.D auta:uat.io laok of i mmunity­

for Isr<A:a l ago.1nct the 1nroade made b7 thoae mt.lone ■ In fact, zcpdeq in 

tho actiona of God uaod thoaa nation■•• ceana of pointing Israel baok 

to l!im ■ ·;o f·1n<1 this at.a.temont s 

fi o f'ar t·r om Israel being 1neured agalnet. J,h■ natione beoauee 1t va1 
in name H1a people, the mtione are repreeentod me being ueed a■ 
i nstruments 1n ohaetem.ng the people■ r.n4 theee .am■tieea:enta -are 
an illustration ot God 1a righteouen••••'8 

It 1o in Io 1ah 5,16 and 10122 that we are able to••• that auoh vaa 

t.ho ca ea. In the first we aea t.b:lt ·i 1' Lord of hoeta ■ball be anlted 

1n judgment, and Goel t,t-.at 1e holy cbal l ~ ••notified 1n rlghteoueM■■ • 0 

Baok of all the deatructlve doorcuo oomi~~ from God Ol'JO oan ••• Hl■ evor­

preeont zedeq. 11:ven when t uo c ho11ua P9c;Fl• will be ■o deoimated that. tboy 

'
6nli.•, PP• 1'4-,5• 
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