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This doos nob male the lkingdon of Christ an imaginabive thing, for
viwerevor the vord is proclaimed and tho Szorasents are properly ad-

ninistered thore is the Wngdon: of Chrish, and there Chwist is the
Hinge Im abboxpling bo molwe thisg clearcr in o sowmon, ludher used
the anclogy of a hogpitel and a doctor. Clurist is the head doctor
of tho hosplial vihich is fillod with sick, poor, anl diseagod men.
Lcblng as the chiol physican Chweist comes to thom with the Gospel,
ringing then corfort and strength, so thalt thoy are ma.'!.ed.m

WA the insight that Cadst mdlod directly writh Vord and Sac—

ranent, ‘uwther smr tho grave error of the Papacy, and frequently con-
trasted the ldinsdo: of Christ with the ldnzdom of tho Fopo. This greobt
polonic areso from thoe fact that Iuther folt thabt the Pope was replacing |
Christ. Illo Drequantly put tho kingdon of Satan oand the Ikkingdon of the

Yope in the saue cabogory 28 opposed to Chrigil's ingdon. The Fopels

ag wator and fire, devil anc mu:els.u

l
rogine and Clwist's regime, to Iuther, wore onomies againgt one anotior I

Ian belicves that only if ono seoes the eschatological difforence
in the o lHngdous, will thore To any mroper undeorsgtanding of "'1'...m:-.:"2
The ldngdon of Christ is naither worldly nor tormoral, though we Imow

in this world axd in tiwmo., Rathor it is spiritual. It doos nob

10 ruthor, MPredight am 22, Sommbag pach Trinibabis," i, 15, 726.

U fashor, %Ain mitsiiche Sormon D. Morbtini Iuthers, geprediget
an dor hailigen dray Duonig tag,” Wk, T, 2h2.

12 Iau., Ops _G_Zi-_'!j_-, De 311--
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consist in cabing or drinlking or in othor outward things, Lubt only in
righteousnoss, petce, ani btrust in bho hearts and nminds of Ese.n.la

The ldingdon of Christ contimios after the conswiombion of e
world. IU is then thay the tares will be ronoved £rom the wihweabt; it
i5 ‘then that the failthiul of Christ sAdll be gathored topother and shall
ne longer be plagued iy those nob in the kingdon of Cirigh, The king=
don of Chwdot will rosbore to the peoople of Chirist the blessodness vhich
Adan enjoyod vihen the Chnwreh wos Lirst eatatlished. The poopls in tho
kingdom will no longor noad forgivencss of their sins, for thoy will
whon b perfect, haviiy leen made por-cet by the exalted Chrigt, their
:'-‘-_u{r.:!'h In ¢ho nagnificent cxplanation of the second ariticle of the

Apostles? Creed in the Small Catochism, Tnthor gecs Living in tho lding-

don of Christ aa the ¢limax of the rodeouptive worls of Chrighbs
in order that I moy bo Iiis om, and livo under Ilim in iig
HEnpdon, and serve Hn In evorlasting wighicousness, in- 1
nocence, ond blessodness, ovon as_lje is risen from the dead, |
Lives and reirms To all otemriiy. {

Chrisitians in the Spiritual Kingdom

The spiritunl kKingdon mey bo rightinlly cquaoted wiith the CGmurch.
The coneent of Church rmst bo understood in the mropor scnse, for Imther
does not equnbe it with any outimrd organicod chureh tody, bub rather
the Church as the sua botal of the irue belicvers in Christ. There the

Cospol and Sacramcnts are, thoro ig-the Cimrch, for foith is engondered

13 tniher, "Predigh an 22. Somvbag nech Trimitabis,® i, 15, 72h.
ik Inther, "Large Catochia:," Book of Concord, IT, 57.
15 fathor, "Snoll Cobochism,® itid., If, l.
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by the Ioly Spirilt woridng through .ord and Sacrazent. In this rospect
vhe Coureh and the spirivual Ikingdom ave identical, Those who Lolong
To the Kingdo: of Chwist awve those who beliave rightly in Chivist and
ore undor Gi:l‘:i.:i‘l‘-.lé

Intrance into the spiriiual ldingdom is5 Zained by tho Sacrauont
of Igly Daptisms

i end of Baptign is thig, namely, to save. « . « To

Yo savedd, e Imoui, is nobhing olss than to e deolivared
fron sin, death, and tho dovil, and to ontor into the
kingdom of Clwist, awl o live vAth Bm forever.

Tmthor frocuenbly said thnt Lo the two words: “Forgivoness of sind

e conploto kingdon of Christ could be conceived. "It ig nothing
clso than the forpiving and taling ey of sin g2 % wms on tiis score
Gt Imther had nmowyy horsh words against i Papacy, for he sor thab
the nexrvorsion of the doctrine of the forgivensss of gin Yy
the additvion of Zood viorks the Fapacy woes establiched W

Tho kinzdon of Chirist is not only an idea, ub just ag it s a
conerote . iing, so aldo it Lhns concrote senters. I6s Neouborg are the
asloct—tiio poople of Chrishb. Hlewrdt points cut witi: profound ingight

that in the Lutheran understanding the people in the sypiritual kingdon

TP o i 2 S
ars simners, ond Clwigb, as their dng, is Hes poccabom .20 o Glmigy-

ians are not confined to any one place, amnd though thoy are not nmany, one

15 piert, orphologic des Juthertums I, L37.

17 Tuthor, "Large Catechisn,® Zogl: pf Concord, IV, 23.

18 rughor, "Prodigt am 22, Sennbeg nach Trimltabis,” WA, 15, 72l.

Y futher, "Ain mbuliche Sormon Dootor tavtint Tuther, gorodiget
an hailigen droy Duenig SV, T, .
‘lcnéo m-ert, Oite ﬁo, I’ twa%t
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is avlie to [ind then avogrviiera, in spite of the fzoet that thoy live far
L) 2 % 1 L.
apart, wndor both good ami bad mlors.>" The entire life of o Christian

is in rclation to God, jJust as the fruit is to the Yroe. 22
Foncbions of the Spirditual Kingdom

Ly |

ihe cliiof funciion of the gpiritual lzingdon is to grant unto men
the eternel Life wihich Chrish tlwough Iis sufforing, dooth, and resu-

Teebion has nnde avalilable to &ll \xmple.ag‘ Luther sunmarizes it in

his lkiag is truc wod, for in His ldngdom Iio forzives sin 2

-'.'.nzl waleg 1o poople wlous anl saves then from death, dovil,

holl, and 211 miaford Gune, Giving us otornal mg'tcous-mss

and cbernal l..fc, mlzing Cod our Fathor, and giving ns

.-mvnn. e « o« IO 012 elze con do d.isﬂ;.n(;olu, saints,

Inyy the lother of God, tms God 2lono.
The Idngdom of Christ is a kingdon which one doss not sce or feel, bub
videh alono is homed, anxd as such: hag the task of ovarcoxing more than
Just enciles of ilesh and blood. Tho devil and his Ildinsdon, vhich
oight be eonsidered a third IZingdon ageinst virich toth the carthly and
spivitual kingloms are striving, is constantly ity to coreupt the
Aivinoly ordained ISngdoms. <The carthly Itingdon is contaminated by

the devil through petsent revolis, fanabics, and monesteries, and tho

21l Tagher, "On War Against tho Tuwi," L, V, 09.

22 1awold Diem uhera Lohre von d.on mrod. Roichen (lhmmhm' Clnra
Faiser Vorlag, 19389, 150

23 IOG. Bi'b- A

2L Inthm:-, "Srsto Predigt ucbeor dio I s..a_ Jocemian 23, 5-0,"
i, 23, 5509, Translotlon My ovme
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opiritual lingdon is defilod by the devil through popos and mosses,2P
Zho kingdon of Saban is also the ldngdom of derlmess, and vhere thig lding-
doir ig, there is only darimess amid no light, for thers is no Imouledge
of God from Tis vord.26 To beat doim Saten and his ldngloz of darimoss,

the spiritua] lkingdom also uses weapons, but those veapons are difforeont

fron Ziphting ond striving ith the sword and in wars, which is the
Pagl: of the eorthly lkingdom. The we2pons used Uy the spiritual ldngdon
to Twing poopla ont of the kingxlom of Satan and to lleep tliem oub of his

Iingdon are the Vord and the Sacramonts, for it is in their use that the

lloly Spirit comws Lo pooplo, instilling falth and buwllding up that faith.
Thus the falthful in the kingdom of Chiist are able o sing.

Tho'! dewlls all tho world should £ill
Al oager to dovowr us,

Wo trasble not, we fear no ill,

Thay shall not overpow'r us.

This wordd's prince nzy still

Scowl Lierce &5 ho will,

Iio can hoarn us none,

lio's judpod; the deed is dones

One litible word can £oll hin,

The Word they still shall leot romnin
lior any ‘thonlsa have for it;

Ila’s by owxr side upon the plain
with s pood gifts and Spirit.

And tale they our life,

GOOdS, .fa?:‘.o, c!lild’ m:d- 'ﬁifa,

Int these 21l be gone,

Zhoy yeot hove nothing srong

Tho Kingdon ours remaincth. 27

25 tangren, ops git., e 55
26 1ythor, "Predigh an IMttwoch nach Elizaboth," WA, IS5, 267.
27 27artin Tuther, "A IZghly Fortress is our God," The Iutheren

Iymmal (Saint Iouis: Concordia Publishing louse, 19h1), 202, stonsas 3 axd k.

g




CAPTIR V

™IE DITFIRTICES OF THR TW0 KIIRDOS

a i AR
Fogitions in the Fingdons

Inther sair that just a8 the Law amnd the Gospol mmust be distinguished
if the Chueech is o romzin pure, so the gpiritual end the earthiy lhing-
doms st be distinguished., Jush as the disbinction of Lawr and Gospel
iz difficuld, so Imthor fownd that lkeeping the two kingdoms separate

wias very Afficult. In his conmonbary on Psalnm 101 he ixobos

Constantly I must pound in and aquecze in and drive in and

wedge in this difference botireon the Gro Idngdome, cven

thoush it is writben and stid so often that it becunes
toedious.t 2 :

Mrecuently he assortod that the two kKingdoms must Do 2s widely scparatod
Ivon one onother as hicaven is fyon: earth. Here agoin ¢ Pope had erred,
Lor he darioned the concopts of earthly and spiritual Idingdoms and had
intorchanged thom, 2

Tho differcencos bebucen the Tro Icingdons ave seen first of all in
tho position which people hiold in thenms In tho edxrthly ldingdon There
are difforont lovels of porson in office. Although everyone has been

called into a vocabion and tims has an office, the caxritilly Idngdon has,

Liortin Tuthor, "Psaln 101L," Iathor!s Works, The Amzd.ean Ddition
odited iy Joroslav Peliken (St. Touls: CoHoarTin Puolisiing lousc, Eﬁﬁ)
:’23, 191].. Izorei‘ﬁcr citod as En

2 Franz Ion, "Luthors Iohro von don boiden Reichen, ™ Inthorbum
herausgogebon von Wolther Zimmormen, ob al. (Zexrlin: Inm
Verlagshaus, 1953), pe hi2.
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in Tathor's thinizing, four levels in tho ruling of the mosgos. Theso

four Tollow the redieval wabiorn and ave labeled Uy Tamthor as Thronen,

lermrschafiton, Puerstentineuo, ond Clewvleit. In ono of his scr.».mns:"'
ho defines these leovels in the kingdom. The Thronon repressent the

cporor and the ovariords. The llerrschalfton are the seven Clmrfuersion

witidn the Holy DNoman Jmire. The Fuerstontinme arve tlic losser laoxights

Y ol
(ELE
¥

aixl other siviliar oificers. The Uberleit is conposed of the officers

no ninor offie «ls thwroushout the domain. God disponges all thase
stations ayw oflices so Woal chwey noy oporate domwrard, writh the servant
hoving no influenco on the goverming nowey of the s’ou-ira."" Tho stato,
uoreovor, iz conccrnoed with the goods, body, and life of the subject.

Lieithor does God confer authority ovor asaingt linself. The office of

& pergon hos nothing to do with bhis salvation. Unly as a Christian can

a ooldior be saved. In other words, one is not obedient to the aubthordities |
within the worldly ldwdon bocause o liopos to have sulvabtion by such i
obedionce, b he doss it bocause o gees the volue and nocossity of |
ordor.5 Iuther, therefore, meintains that tio nembers within the carthly
Ingdon are Lo be obedient Lo those placed over thom—avan if theso offico- |

hipldors ara i‘url:s.ﬁ

i 3 limebin Iuther, "Fredigt an littvoch nach Zlizabeth," D. laxrtin
Iathors verie (Volusr: I, Doehlou, 100.3-), L5, 292. lorafior citod as ild.

b aemo Dowseluouer, Tuther Sboct wnd Glasbe (Jema: Sugan Dicderichs
Yerlag, 1937): De 13,

5 Gustal Wingron, Iuthor on Vocation, translated iy Corl C. Rosmssen
(Fhiladelphia: Mhlonbory iress, 5 D12,

6 1iid,, pa 3.

| TR
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In the spiritual kingdon there are no offices, even though a man
holds an office in the earithly ltingdom he is no groater than the lorest
wald in the spiritual idngdom. Those in the spiritual ldnjdom stond
Lelore God on the prouni only of Godl's ovm righbeousgnsss in Chrish. s

210 Clhristians are o see that Ywita Christiana is wvite Chrighbi, and

Mita Chrigll is awinanitio eb Inxxilisbio, and thus rommua Closigii is

- s - . e . - .. - D o5 = s -
exinanibio ob Inmxiliatio. "V Thus in the spiritual ldngdon thore is an

equality of all its mombors; for nopne in this Zingdon is thore by virbtue

of his own goodnass. Feople in the spiritual kingdon are raled &rsctly

by Christ beecause the Holy Spirit has wroplied faith in their heoarts, and

4

-

with Ifim tuere is no distinatlon of norsons. D tha Dasis of Romang 12:10
ol I Pober S5 Tather mainbained: “Among Christians thore shell and can
be no autiority, but all aro aliln subject to ome anothor.n?

Iin lreoping with this theory, Inther insisted that the scclesias-
ticol soverment of priests and tdshops 13 not one of authority or power,
b rather a servico and an office, for the mombers of tho clergy are
neither Mchor nor bobber than othor Ciivistisns.'C He therefore roduces

3 £ Ta go s
priest to a more ofi‘ical:oldnr.‘l Iatherts tecching on the nimigtry

w

is nicely sumiarisod in thoso words:

T Cordon Rupy, The Rishbteouanoss of God (London: lioider and
Stavghbon, 1953), p. 290.

8 Lem, op. cite, P. 57.

? Uartin Inther, "Secular Awthority," Mozl of lMarbin Inther, edited
ty Charles i, Jacobs (Philadolphia: Ithlonborg Trose, 105L); Vs 3b. Here-
afbor cited as iId.

20 rrarin Tather, "Cormontary on Genesis,” The Frecious end Saered
Uritings of lordtin Iuthor, cdived by John Ii. IOMOr (LAINIenrolis: Luslerans
In AT Lamds Co., 1901), i, 172. lioreaitor cited as G on .

1L Tid., p. 262.
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A pastor is nob lord over faith. A pasbor is Godls
servent ond Lool, which God .z'ougﬂl 4o g worlz, ihen

I preach, taptizo, absolve, ad:dinistor the & "c'*'a:.:m*b,

thon '.‘:oci uses oy moutbh and ry hoand outwardly in ]

work that lo world thorely accemplish somcething.

Tho tlord and the Suord

in the cawthly kingdom the Experor is the rauler, and he milea

iy weans of the gword, which also could bos called the Zxmeror!s word.

atthor dofines his meaning of sword in thig mommers

Throuch sword horever I undorgtand e.l_. that vhich ..e_mgs
to the sarthly LEJ].;,"L(?'I, el as ch‘ hly richts and _21:3,
nepbons m¥l hablits, honors 13 stations, diffcrant ofiices,

norpons, and clothing olc.
CGod Zmsolf stonds bLohind tho ruler in the earthly itingdom, It is

through thris sword that Ile keeps order, peace, and security among sin-

‘.

N zen,.

The sword, horever, has only a Iiwmited powor, for it camwot do
nore than mele the poople obay ly word and doed. It canmob constaain
viie hieart, no Dattor how rigidly vsed and 31_:1::119:1.11* It is ondy the

Uord which affects tho hearts of mene Tiws it ig the lUord widch rules

the gpiritual l8ngdom, thoroly maidng this lingdom prinerily a loerer-

R

gich, Inther gfoos to greal palns to show that this ldingdom of Curist

is truly absconditum, sub cruce poctun.td It is tho ocars witch lemrm

12 fyuther, "Predigh an ISbtwock noch Tlizabsth,® W, b, 310,
Translation my ouln.

13 Tuthor, "Doxr Prophet Sacharja ausgelogt,™ i, 23, Sil.

ik Viernar arg, I
Docl:'gche Var...agshzclﬁw ang,

[BF]
ben
L

sie des Iuthertuas (Zenchon: C.
2 =3 Hoe

25 Tuthar, "Soewlar Authority," W@, ILT, 28k,




32
of the gpiritual ingdom fron the mouths of the young childron amd
thoge who have rzeeived forgivensas 16 Primarily, of course, the ldng-
don of Charigt is hoard frau tho pastor in Jord auld Laeraueifos. 200 word
of the preacher iz tho ammouncomont of tho forgiveness of sing, ol dids
ig dhe Jord through which Christ rules. IU is through tic tonpus of the
pastor in vhe blessed Sacranent through wiich God scnds forgivencss of

gin, graca, salvation, and oternel life. In loly Daptiss one cnters

vhie Idngdon of Christ, and this hoppens tihnough water, Spirit, and word.

lore pgoin Luther holds thav one does not soe bub alone hcars tho word
wiiech doos sueh great Wiings. And again in Abgolution the priest lays
g hand on the ponitontis head and spealks fron tho caorand of Christ,

ur Loxd, the forgivencss of sins. HAgain this is hbaring the ford and

gooing n '.:.:zz.n-g.“( shis concopt of the liord ag g Uhing which is heard

The izingdom of Chrisct io a ldngdon of faith which one
doos nov see or foel b hears alone. hie ouber and
carthly Lingdon ono is ablo to fesl. Christ's king-
don eamwct say: YL feel and grasp with my fingers thoe
.f.‘m-.-_-:l\fencsg of gin, lifo and sslvation. It it is
Lelioved.t

Thus the two Idngdoms are difforontiated, and the differeontiation
mist be meintained. One therofore cannot and must not drag the Hord of

Chwisgt inbto the lowr bLoolks or into the szcular govcnrmn‘b.w I% has not

16 Euﬂm:'c, Predipt in Uorselurg gobolien,” i, 51, 11.
17 1mid,, p, 12.

18 Zlid., p. 21,

9 Luther, "Soouler Muthority," 125, IIX, 24l

|
|
|
|
i
|



a1 0l

33
beon given for this parposs, fnd this is the orror of the Snthusiasts.
lloithor can the sword have any place amons tho Christians. One is not
to bear aras against Christians viho do not need the mrord. <0
Zhe secular aunthoriiies, therolore, aro o ouploy the sword and

s o carry out thelr God-ordained tasis of loaring peace and order,

ant. the clowvmy, who are Godls sorvants, arc conbimally to bugy thom-

gselves with the grovwth of the spirituwal insdom Ty the mroclumntion of

the Vord. kmb\ has his God—pivon duty and is to "JBI‘E'.O"‘... ite Iabher

swrnrizas it in this mennors:
If I wore owperor, king, or prince in a campaign o.ga-_iz'- o
the Turls, I would cxdworb my bishops and priests to st
at ‘-:u:.:o end wind the dubios of helr office, praying, fasting,
gaying nanss, wreaching, and caring for the poor, &3 mobt
onky :'.ol ﬁricr Lpiure, u';:l; thoix» o canon lor teaches and

. - < -
roUCiireg .-

Idnzdon is enbersd by Uhe Sacranent of Ilody Iaptisn and faith in Jesus

-~ 'y e i
Honborship : ‘

!

|

Ly the very noture of the two idwxlons thora is a difforance beticen |

I

- . LI § !
then Loceuse of the nenbership that constliute them. The splritual |
|

Cirrist o8 Lord and Soviour. The ldngzdon of Carist therefore has a
rastricted and exclusive nembership, The earthly ingdon, houover, em-
cos all people, for ono is in the earthly kingdom Uy virtve of ibis
Erth. The earthly kingdon would not ovon noed 4o have Clrvistians in
it, as with tho Turks, for God grants wisdom unto the nonboliover so

tiwat he is able to rule effectivoly and maintain peaco. 22

20 tuther, "The Seraom on the lowrk,® AE, XTI, 90.

21 Inther, "On War Against the Turlk," i3, V, 86.
22 Tan, op. Cites pe 59
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Faith and Neagen

Tho spiyditusl Icdngdom is a kingdon of folth. Iis concern is for

tho souls of nen. It ls to produce 1f:.n‘hy.23 The gpiritual ingdom ig :
o diroet the uconle wverticolly tovwwmrd Cod go thet they may do whab i
is wight, so thabt thay night be smr@d.zl'“ The splxituel lZingdon doals g
with faith and has no place for works. iliorks offecred to Cod upsel Godls !
order. %hoy try bo dopose Christ from Hisg throne, and tho neighbor i :
neglected Loenuso the works wore nob done for the benofit of thoe nsighbor, '

25 |

e they were done only with thoe purposs of Luperessing God. .
- - - - ':" - - - |
The esrthly kingdon is a hingdon of reason.“C It is no jurisdicition

ovoer Hhe wolfore of souls. It has powor only ovor the phywsiecal and the
Leiporal, thus malding it subjeet to roason anl subordinate to tho spiritunl |
IZingdon.

Ib is Droquently a debobod quostion ag bo whwether or nob Luthor
sonebines considered the carithly ltingdon the sane as the Hingdon of
Satan. If oaﬁ goe this in Inther, he then has to say that Inthor has
tiro quite difforent viows of the earbthly kingdos, one belng tho "lefd
" hand of Cod,! the other boing the lkingdon of Satan. This seens unlilely,

and a woro pleusitio vios, which Luther cmunciatos occasionally, ig on

idea of the ldingdom of Satan as g thind Idungdom, vihiieh ig trying To upsct

23 Iuther, "Secular Authority," JAL, III, 237.
2% Tuther, *Peain 101,0 AZ, XTI, 197.

25 1A ngwon, OP. Citey Pe 13.

26 Tuthor, “Psala 101" AZ, XILL, 196.
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Loth the carthly and the smiritual lkingdoms.

is hold, the fact rexoins that the sarthiy id

howi

Widichaover of thie viecws

ingdon is inforior to

The

1tanl by wirtue of itg btask and tho moaong by which it carries cub

tagia
As a Knedon of reason 1t finds that it sho
zonbally toward onc anobhor, sceing to i

wifa, child, housa, home, and all momer of goods remain in pecce amxd

»
goourlity and are blessed on eerth.ef The tho

o bo conscious of theiw

leingdon

dans, thorefore,

Qe

toslis and obligotions so that thoy are nob

diract the people

mroperty, honor,

confused, and, the purvose of both being tms frustratod, end in failurc.

in theso words Tuther suceinctly summarizes the wiicle difforentic

h st be meds betireon the o IHinpdomg:

Vorldiy sovermaont ho.a lowr which wostondis no farther thon
Lifoe and f'-rapcr‘v and vhat is exborm:l upon earth. Fox
over *'Lc sowl God can and will Yot 1o one rule b M-

golf.

2 Tvid.; pe 197.

L) - . a__ow - e -
20 Tather, "Secular Authority," &, IIT

9 237-

-
Lo




