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R A S T
LATRODUCTION

Tho Imther research which Has florered in the pest cquarbor of a
contiry as coue up wibh many combested conclusions, ubt none of Lhonm
scon %o have caused uore polomical pens to mova then tho interprotabicn
and applicagion of Imthert's concepl of the two kingdons. Froquently
one finds that Iubher's wosition ig mob roceiving a thorough enough

., ) -,

Grentuont, btelore the accopboanco or rejoctlon of his position is woicod.

Tho vast anounb of matordal on this subject which has arisen ginee the

L

Leen an ableupt, in the mein, o sce the commoctlon, il

vorld liors has
one exisite, otieon thoso o intornstional cabtostrophes and Iugh
Dowrly 21l of Inbhor!s works have soothing So say, ot leash in-

wlicitly, about the wio kiwpdouns, for this tezching is one of tho itsic
progupmositions of tho whwole of Tather's theolozy. In this papor only
the uain worlss and sormong on the gubjoch have been: used. In nearly
overy paper on Imthert!s theology Lt zmat be polinted out thabt Imther
rlg no gystoraticion, and it is impossibleo o fit all o.='.; his thirsine
into & nicely orpgamised systei. One wmight call hin more of a prophob-
type theolozian, congtantly spealding e tho needs of the situations as
they arose. DBecause off thig one finds almost contredictory statononts
depending on the situabion in which he spolle. Ono mmust thorefore lmow
the situstion wihich ho was addrossing, se chet an honest presentotion

of hig thinling is nade. In the tocciming of tho Gwo ldingdoms this is

expecilally truoc, for Tuther found himself in sort of a middle nposition

botioon the Papists and the Dntlmgissbs. Althoushi she specific ovents
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behind gome of the writings on the lzingdons are not speeifically men~
tloned in tho paper, they wore lept in mind in the writing so that the

il
prosentation world not slross one period or another umi abbomt to ~ive

4

en ovorall picture of Tather's thinking.

Tathert!s concopt of the o ldngdons should not bo congidored his
voaeliing on Chureh and Stajo relabionshiivs, 2s we Imowr thom, bub rathop
the Chriotian's pogition as o nonbor of the Church and a citizan of the
state, and the tonsions which this involwves. Thercfore tho paper does /
not deoll with tho polity of the Clamreh or its official commuebions with
Lo gbabo, for this involves mroblons teyond the scorme of Iuther's

lmpdlnte conccyt of the ldngxloms. The prinoyy concern is hiow the

)

Christicon con gorve Cod and hris noighbor besbt within tho fromarorls

the Gwo Cod-ordained ldngdons.

llolthor is 1t bho mawrpose of this papor to prove or disprovo ony
mants Sheory of intormprebation or application of Inther's teaciing and
to see how it has affected modern hisbtory, tub rather it a2ins o look
ab Ixther and gee vihet he actuelly soys. Eth this in mind we then
lool: to twenbicth-conbiury Auerica and sce if wwo camol dorive some now
ingights inbo owr meomborshin in both Itingdoms of God. It should be
noted fron the outset that this popor is not advocabing a robturn Yo the
couplete policics sel dom by Imther, for one cumot apply Luthert!s
nedievel world view to & nmodorn democratic gystenr, Lub rather it points

oub the value of Imther's Seripbural intoiprotoation and tho uasic truths

wideh it conbains for all ages and cultures.

This papor ill loolk, fiwst of 2ll, at the historical situction
and teaching of the mediovel Church with winch Tuther was faxiliar and
vinich aided hin in his emogesis and influonced hin in axriving abt the




2
doveloned concopt of the o ldngdoms. Inving exaiined the basizg of
Iis teaching, the papor focuses its abiention on cach of the ldingdoms
separaboly, shoring thelr digtinetive charactoristics. With the dis-
tinctiveness of cach of the kingdoms in mind, the papor, ai tho risk

of oD abit

tion, loois at the rolationships Lebireon the timo, £irgt shoring
how thoy mist Le kopt soparatod, and seconxily showing how thoy have
siilaritios and complonent one another. Aftor viewing Luther's
teaclhiing, the paper loois to the prosont-day fmorican situation and

the position in which a nentor of the Inthoran Chnurch—Idssouri Synod

Y R :
finds hinself.




TIID EASIS OF IUfHRYS CONCEPY

Tho Illsdioval Baclpround

artin Juther clained that not since the time of the apostles
2ad anyone written so eloarly on the worldiyy sword and authorify as
e had.l  in g0 cloining he aclmowlodgod that others had conceorned
shensolves witdh this problem too. 1ilhwen one loolss ab the bockpround
ol this coneapb, i1t bocomes roadily cloar that this was a problem nob
Inther's time ub that it reaches back imbo the history of the
eaxly Ciaeh. The most imvortant work in the carly Chureh on the sub-
Ject of the Church and tho relation of the Church's nomborg o the

world is Obe Augusiine's Do Civitabe Doi. This work is the foundation

upon wihich nany lobor formmilations are tosed. In thisg work Augustine
iechures Gwo stabtes——utho vorld, on tlic one hand, and the people of

God, on the obhor. o traced the kingdom of the wordd (civites terrona)

baelz to the time of Cain and saw thab it was alunys trying to exart
its influonce upon the pooplo of God. This he traced Ulwoughout W
01d Testoment up Lo the period in which he lived., In 8%, Augustine's

thinldng the civites tersena is tommoral, and he frequently ecuates it

with the lkingdonm of Saten (civitas dicbolli). The other stato in the

Iinglon of God (civitas Doi). Tho civitas Dei is tho Cimweh, wixch

1 imrtin Inthar, "That Soldiers, too, can be Sawved,” liorks of
lnrtin Lubher, oditod Ly Charles il Jacobs (Fhiladolphias Iafilonborg
TO3T); Vs 3%. Hovoaftor citod as WG

~'C88,
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nost scholars congider to be nono other than the visille, organized
Cineeh in the thoology of St. Augustine.2

Closely comecied vith St. Augustine's worl: iz also the concept
of tho two mwords. Talfing thoir ocue from St. Talo 22:23 (“Iook, Iord,
horo are tiro swords"), a great muber of theologians deveioped the con—
copt of the Wiro lingdoms. llotable &mong thess vwere Fopo Calasius I,
Alewin, and St. Dermhord of Clairvawmnz. Although the interpretation
varied fron man to man, it doveloped into 2 nore rigid systen in the
Church in the course of tho conturies. It wasg maintained that tho o
pogery conplemented one another and were in a harmmonious unity. The
Clreh ond Ghe sbtate were Drempunicie with the emperor as the visille
agency to virich God had given the sword thet ovil might be held in chocl;
vwitlle the Pope wms the visible head of the Church, tho spiritual vicar
of Cod's flock on earth.t As the Papagy grow in powor, it cortod preator
influence ovor the state, unbdil Imocent III in his firgh sormon afber
hig election as Popo was able to says:

As Cod, the crestor of the universe, 500 Gio greabt lights

the firmament of heaven, the grecter o rule the day and i'.ho

latter %o rule the night, so lis set two groot digmities in tho
firmnment of tho wniversal Chureh, » « « «+ The gra«-ter o rmulo

2 §. 8. loyor, "The loaning of Augustinels 'Do Civitate Dei! .fm.'
our Day," Concordia Theclogical Momthly, XIV (Jammary, 194h), 3-51.

3 Frans Tou, "Tuthors Iohre von den boiden “.eicl-en," Taxtherbun,
Sine Schrifemrciche, herausgegeben von ifalther Trang IEI,I.
I.am.';n uclﬂ;gtar Johammas Pfoiffer (Berlin: In"shorisclma ‘Jer_agshm,
19.)3 3 De 206.

L ©. G. Sclwiobart, "Tho Modioval Pattorn in Inthor's Viaws of the
State," Clurch History, X (Funo 19h3), 6.
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the day, that is, souls, awl the lesser to rule the might,
that is, Lodles. Theso dignities are tho papal authorily

and the royal powors. Akl just as theo moon gets her Light
Lron the sw, and 1s inforior Yo the sun in quality, quantilby,
poslition and offcct, so the royal power gets the splendor

of iis dignibty fron tho papal authoril; .5

I a Tittle mors thoan a nnxired years uwhis strong emphiasis found its

way into the Bull Unon sanctum in thosge words:

Truly he vho donies that the tomporal sitord is in the
nowrer of Fobor, misundergtands the words of the Ioxd,
Uub up tly sword into the sheabth.h 2Zoth are there-
fore in the powor of the Clurch, tho spiritual and the
mtorial. « « « The one gword -thon, should be under
the obther, the temoral out™ority subjoct to tho spir—
::."G".‘.-L‘.?. 11()‘.’:‘5.}':."- e w » :‘:fg '::'....' o '-..a.!.‘e, '.G:;f." _:‘-lvbiiw lmr
orr, it sholl bo Judged Uy Uhe spdritual pomar. « « .
St iR the suprens povexr orr, it can only be Jwlged by
God, not Ly mon. L

Tms by the late IGddle Ages thore was a sort of Cluvistian theocracy,
by which the world wes govarned by tho Cimrch, wirich in turm was ruled
iy the Popo. The Papacy, following fmmocent III and his predecessors,

alneod of supremocy over the state.
Tuthor and the CGimrch's View

Although Inther arrived at hig teaching of the wvo Itingdoms pri-
narily fron hig study of the Sciptures (cormare folluiring section),
he wvras also influenced by the existing teachings of the Chwrch, espo-

cially those of St. Augusbine.! In dealing with the situabtion in widch

5 James iestfall Thompson and Fdgar Hathamiel Johnson, An Intro-
duction to ledieval Burcpe 300-1500 (liew Yorlz: . 1. Horton & Company
TnCe, 1937)s De Gibs

6 hid., p. 958.

7 Iou, Ohe. 9—1-1:':" De 27.
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the Cinreh was, he ubtterly rojected the authority of the Pope ovor
the sucwlar suthoriities, and the theories which stood bohind such
orocticed. However, when he come to Sb. Augustine the situction wos .
a little difforent, and although-he rejected muy of the points mhich
SYe Augustine vaught, he retained mony other points of St. Auzustine.

In moldng contrasts botwoen Tuther and 5%, fugustine, it mush be
lept in mind that the higtorical situation vias completely changed. St.
Avgustinog lived in a pagan sitiuation, anl this alfzchoed his view &
some extonb. For tho bagis of his teoadhuing on vhe two !Zingdoms lie

iso used a different Serlpbure? cource, vworiding with Rowvelation 13,
wirdle Inther worlied padi: susily with lomnns 13.3' gt Hinder algo sces
thot Ste Mypustine is more supralapsarian in his conception ond avrives

T it in o more general historiczl senads, vihille father is iniralop-

f..%

sarlan in his concebbion and arrlivos ab Iiis doctrine from his Christ-
o:!.ogy'.g There are, however, thveo main diffsrencos betircen . ther and
5%. Augustine. ‘The #flrgt is thabt the prejudice againsgt socu. .o govern—
nent is gone in Iather. One might sy that the sbabo was hallored and
did not receive ils power {rou o -i;heocm"aig gystaile In conmuecition with

shio £ivst point, the second poilnt is that the state is geen o5 2 Hona

ordinatio Dei. Lostly, the Clarch is no longer divided intc two classaes,

those vie confer graces and those who recoive greces. 0 In this respech

8 Drnst Findor » "Gottosreich und Welbtreich bel Augustin und bel
Tather," Gedenkschrilt fuer D. nfermr Ilort, lorausgegehen won Friedrich
S vorlogsnen

Tmm Gm _mle"_"‘ 12118 5 ]—9 5), De L2.
? Iid., pe 30.

10 yornor Mlert, The Christion Bihos, tronslated Carl J. Schrindler
(Friladelphias mmémﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁifﬂﬁ7)p.3%h s

i i E::":‘,_,T‘,‘:nn“m‘m‘_
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8
Inther considored the spiritual ldngdon a Iborerroich. while for St.
Myustine iU wes 2 Schowreich. Although Imther differs from St.
fapastine on thege polnts, most scholars maintain that although Imthar
roviorled St. Augustinet!s thought world concerning tiie ¥Uiro ldngdams,
he recelvod, in Whie last analysis, the general overview from St.

Aurssing L
Tathor and the Serinbures

Tashor, as a wrofessor of tho Seripbures, roalized fronm his
conatent voriing with the text that the tosching of the Clnurel was in
nany areas ot Jiblical. The Clrisbian witlin the llcdiewval Church wos
“o Live ceccording to the Ton Comondments and the Spwxon on the Tiguntete
However, Uho common npeoplo could not atiain such perfection, and it was
the wonis wlhio clalined o e able Lo live up To tho Wolve aiuonitions
vitieh She Sexuion on the lount proseribes. These Uwelvo adionitions
wore sumericed in the tireoe-fold vou of poucriyy, chastify, and cbadioncae s
AfGor worlzing through the OScrmon on the liowit, Irj.'.t.‘.mr conld only come |
to this conclusion: "Oub of this beauiiful rose they (the monlss of the

Pope) have suclkod anl Lroadeast poison, coveriny; up Christ with ig.oll

Inther saw that at bogt Uho Fapist teaching on tho Hiolwe ad:zonitions

of the Seraon on the lloumt wos inndoquato, bub he was thon faced with

L Zm, ODe _c_."-;b_., Ve 27«

L2 Selnriobart, Ol Clbes Te Be
3 Tou, op. Ciles De 22.
3 L raegin Inther, "Sermon on the lount," Iather's lorks, The Amordicon

Sdition, edited Ly Javoslov Polilmon (8t. Touis: Goncordia isking
Touso, 1956) IXI, 3. loreafter cited as A%,
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the proulen of howr Chwrist's vords ore o bo undorstood. e of the
nozt vexing proilems for lin was Clavist sgying: "Dub if any one strikos
you on the right choel, turn to kkim Sho other also,” (Ifati. 5:39) and

T I

then duvine s Pagsion to aglc when tho officor gbruck iHm: Yily do

(Joln 18:23). This examle fro:z the life of Christ,

you gtrile no?"

1 & Goncern ad 6o how tho "difficuld sayings' of thae Semion
on the Jowmnt would M into the Life of a Ciwisvien as ho lived in a
non-Clatgbian wordd, wrged hinm to scarceh the Seriplures more thoroushly.
Tuthier algo nobed in s Diblica! studiss thot Adam and his descondents-—
Alwrahon, Samel, Dijeh, llosos; Jeshua, the Ciildren of Israol, Sanson,
Javid, mxd all the kings and princes of tho Old Tostorens, Daniol, Ananiag,
Aguyias, o "dssol--used the gword in the Old Testarzent. Ilo also saw

‘ ol

that Johm the Danbist &L not condeumn warfore (Il 3:1h), St. Poter
proeched to Cormelius (Acts 10:3hDL. ), the Dthopian capbain wms bepiised
{Acts 0:3082.), ard Sergius Paulus bolioved on Cirist (Acts 13:12).:'5

It was the examlos of Christ and tho Zitlical saints, along with excerpls
from Seripturae, such as Romans 13:1,2; I Peb. 2:13,15 Gone 9:65 Zodus
2121l and 23-253 liabte 22:21; lobt. 26352, wirich brought Luther to the
corboin realisation that thore wors Gro lngdoms vhich God had instituted
for the protoction of Ifs crca.tion.lé In his sbudy of the Seripbtures,
thicrefore, ITuther sor thebt Home, which: had assismoed bonmoral oubhority
to the Pope, axd the radical reformors, wie soughnt to rule the sccular

realn with tho law of “od—the Ton Commndaomnts and tho Sermon on tho

Liount—srere both wrong, for they wore confusing the o kingdoms.

15 ruthor, "Scowlor Aubbority," IEL, <ii, 2ho-h.

16 Lou, Ope Cibe, ». 2l
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CHAPIER IIT
T8 BARTIITY KOimDons
Fownded Uy Zod

ihen Cod croatod nan, llo gove him authority and dominion over the
othor creatures upen the carth, and thus Cod sob up 2 kingdom ab the
vory begimming of the vioridet Tirthew saif Ghat govormiont was a ereation
and on ordinance of God. In the “Genogis Commontary® Inthor doals in

groat detall with the formabion of the earthly lkingd Il sces thab
the Clmwech starts vhen Cod spealy to Adam. Domestic govermoent was
ought about \y the creation of Ive. Civil govermont sras the result
of sir. Civil goveruent was a necessery rcmwody for the corrupht naturc.
operly it mizhl be called e "Hngde: over Sin.'2 Inthor thorefore
naintaing:
If thercfore, men hod not becoms ovil by sin there would have
Peon no necd of eivil govermment; tut Adam swould have lived
with his vosterity in the greatost Joy, pooce and safety, and
would have done ore by the ..zotion of ong of his fingera thon
can no'.. ba effected Ly all the magistrates, all tho swords and
ail the gallons of a ldngdom.
Tuther scos thio two lingdons taldng very definite shapo with tho

Cain and Abel incident. Abol is geen as the rightecus one who is the

L Vierner Tert, lowshologic des Iuthortums (Iuonchon: C. H.
Becl:?sch e Verlags Tang, 1953)s L5 Lob-O.
:art_n Iuther, “sznntary on Cenosis,™ The Precious and Scored

Vieddd T shep edi'bed by John Iicholts Tenkor (IAmoapoliss
T "ﬁﬁm"f’ s 1904), I, 172. Herceftor cited as G on G.

3 Toc. Efj-il_o
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boginning ol the church of Wi rightecus, whils Coin is tho bogimming
of the church of araity which was with tho world. Ianther tales this
concopt directly fron St Augustine and aclmowledges 1t as coming Sron

Ds Civitate Doi. The earthly Idingdom was re—estoblished and confirmpd

afbor the £lood Wy God in Iis Covennnt writh Ik ;-_»;.5 Inther in s axopesis
of Domons A.3:1-2 and I Pebdor 2:313-1)1 seos thabt those possages are direct

rofororcos bo i cccounts in Jonesis and in this npwer mainbains thot

L8]

tho whole Biblo abiosts that the founiing of tho carthly ldingdons is fron

God's will and order in tho world.® itk God stonding tohind i, the state
Ls couaidared o viondorful, diving order and an oxcallont zift of Cod.
Iathoyr dovelops tivig peind saying:

ALl the oiiicos of GOV 3ty from the lcast to tho highost
ara Codts oxiinance, ag Ste 1‘.‘1] uc.-c."'., (..a... 13:1); and

Ine Jehoshaphat uﬂys o hig officiclis (2 Chroie 19:6):
-~Go*m:;w ol and Judge rightly -oz' une Judmaent is -?.-od's.“a

Tarbhor see that God, as Creator, is coupellod, if lie is going to
preserve IGs oun creatures, Lorkg, and ordinances, bto inatituto and

- », -, 2a T

prosorve govermment and to cordb to it the sword and the lmrs. T J‘

L 114d., p. 381.
51 Jartin Inthor, "Sceular futhorily,” Jorls of .;L.w’:._n Iother ol.u:’aed
I.v Charles li, Jacovs (Fhiladolphias ﬂ:.:...an.nwg 1083, 4U3L), Lily
croaftor eited as LIl

6 Icoc, ci'b.

T pemo Boutoluogor, luthor Stest und Gloubo (Jona: Dugen Dicdorichs
Ver_ag, 1937), 'E). 87-

8 lowbin Tather, "Psaln §2," Tuther!s iorlss, Thie Aucricon Blition
edited Ly Jaroslav Polilmn (Sa._n'i'. Toals: Contordic Pablioii G Lousa,
195G), XIIX, 1. Iereafier cited as AR.
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Zod IHmgelf has institubted all authority awxl upholds it. If Il would
no longar uphold it, it would certainly not be able to oxist any longar,

Thue with Cod instituiting it and upholding it, it would certainly nobt lo

avle to exist any longer. Tims with God instituting it and upholding

i%, it is truly o thing of God.?

Tulers in the IZarthiy Kingdom

in the carthly kingdom God doos nob rulo directly, bubt rother

through men. Iebural man does not seo that God is standinz bohind

e A

the earthly rulsrs, bub the Christion belisves this from the Scripturss. ™
The rulers do not hwwve thelr powrer from the paoplo, bub from Cod; thero-

fore the rulers arc ongworable to Cod, and 1ot to the poople. very

sarthly nower is in re2lity God's vower, ai ho vho cxercies pover

exereipes it fron God. : Inther understands “gods” in Psalm 02:1 as

roforring to the earthly rulers ond sces in bthis Pselm thab he who

coigls the rulers vesists God, for Cod has picced then as gods on
12

coxrbil,

people o sac theb their rulors are placed over thom iy God and thab

thay ara not to rebel againgt Codls representatives, bub the rulers

are also o ®ezlize that Cod has given them their gsuthority. The rulsrs

ove their position to the Uord, and they are thus subject to the Vord

of Cod. They are judged, reiuleed, mado, ind corrected by it,13

2 Iuid., p. LS.
LY Tou, op. gib., pe 42.

1 tolmoser, op. cibts, De 92.

12 tuther, “Solocted Poalms,® AR, XIIT, L.

13 Ihi.do, e },’,35

This, howover, is a two-wmy pronosition, for not only are the
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Tathor at this poinb exhiblis somo of his realism ly stioting that
from the Legimring of the world o wise mrince is a rave lird indood,
and a plous mrince Lo wove rave than a wise ome.l Iuthor readily
acilbbed that ho was no authorily on political seience, it as a theo-
logion ho saw that it wos bis duby to point oub to the prinee what lhig
dusics wore tefore Cod. A ruler :mst depand neithor upcn dead tooks
nor upon living heads, bub cling solely to God. e sheuld przy withoub
ccasling, asking for o right wxlorstanding wisaly to rule nis sahjac'bs.lg

The princes are the ogonts Ulwough whom CGod operatos. Iuther,
raflerr ng bo Dmldel 26:7 and 29:19, points oub that leluchadrezzar,
Izing of Iklylon, was Godls agont in Lringing destruction upon Tyre and
e | . 1 - - L) - - - = - -
Noyrbe™” The pringes are in fact hangmen and bohoaders of Cinviste It
Lo in thids rospeet that Inther expoundod his concepb in a most radical
naner in Uhe following wovdas

Doruonb wo es keme, das oin Muerst yn lande odder ocbur-—

keit sich vworen und schuobien rmus wnd auffovous yim die

herrfort, so gehe hyn yn nonen Gobtte, Ireme, rauvbo,

wuerge was diecr fur koompt unter den feind. d, was du

thuen kangt, das thue frisch mit guton gowissen und glauben,

do mistu nicht schonon, sondern thun, vwic kriogs art isb,

nicht denclon, was du werest witmon und weyson machen,

sondern ansohon, das Gobtt so ordenct das land odder woelcl:

Zu a-:'.r:‘.fi‘en,.,;;:irsﬁu abor dyucter geschlogen, so las ©s
Gott walton.™

. Luther, "Secular Authority," LN, III, 253.

15 Inid., pe 26h.

16 Vartin Tuther, "Predigt in der Schlossizirche s Volmer," (loimar:
I, Boohlaw, 1843-), 10, IIT, 30l. IHereafbor cited as HA.

17 Tuther, "Prodigben 1527, Ucber das 1. Buch lbse,” i@, 24, 273.
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i,
Rulers ruost nob look through thoir fingers to rule in fighiing sin,
tubt thoy should be Lilke Samuel whon ko told Senl that he should go oud
and 12117 Amalelk (T Sam. 2.5':3).1S Tather gumardzes tho dubios of a
ruleor under threc vpoinbs in his commpniary on Psalm 82, The firsd
duty is to advanee Godls tord ond s vroachors. Tho sccoid is that he
is Yo nmoie and keop lavs fro the roors IHis final talis is to protect

19

and reoscue the misorablic.

Tormoral

The cardrly lkingdon is owrdained by God to help proscrve the fallen
worid, and hoving this as ita fanction,; it will conbimc only unéil the
last doy, when imporinl lawr will caase. 5, lile good worls ond vo-
cation, which sre a part of the carthily kingdlon, exists for the earth
and onel's nnighbor, but does not exist for ebormiby anxl for G 1,22
Thewe 18 1o Irogross on carth. Thorefore the Psalmist (Psaln 82) prays
for another povernment and kingdom in which God's panme wAll e honoveds o2
Gven though this lkingdom has God gbanding belund it,; it rexains a
Boucharcich, for 1t lms nothing to do with Glu-_‘:st's now heoven and nowr
carth. It lests only a iaxief ond tiny witile, and then 211 mst e

surrandered to it. It camwb Lo used to woont ones physical existence

10 Tuihor, "Predigh in dor Scilossidmcho su Weimnw,® Wi, 10, IIT, 305.

g futher, "Psain 32,% AN, IIXI, 2.
20 Ihid., Da 198.

2L cugsaf Wingeon, Luthor on Voecation, transinted by Carl C. Ras-
mmagen (Philadelpiria: IhiTonbory £ross, 1UG7)s Pe 10.

%2 Tathor, “Psaln 82," A3, IIII, 72

.
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by o single hour wvhen the lagt hour comes. In this rospect it ig a

'poor and miscrable lbingdoll, indeed, a foul and sbinliing ono.“"3 The

enxrthly lkingzdon Lo closely cormected with history and ceases with the

congumraation; so0 the earthly kingdom, having served 1lts purpoge for

- (S

Fangtions of the Zowrthly Hingdon

Oince nan ig Lorn with origina} sin, he has no true foor of God,
and neithor can ho hove Grue faith in Iin, AS such, man is 1ike 2 wild
3% 1f ho is not held in chwoek by the rmile within the carthly kingdon.
Tie cmvshiy ningdon therefore sbends in the sorvice of right and love.
litthor pees that withoub poverimwent theors could bBe o pezco, anl thad
Were Uhe govermieont is not nold in honor, thore can also be no ptz:e..c:e.m
Tho main duty, therefore, of the oaxthiy Idngdon is Yo maintain pa2es
among the children of Adon. God hag done thiy for man's owm good, as

"
&y s o :
25> mng dutios of the carthly kingdon

S5te Foul points oub in Romans 13:4.
are corcerned ondy with the horisontal, with the relationship of one

man bo his noighbowr, or with groups and nations of obhor groups or

The tegl: of the earthly kingdon is to neintain poace, order, and
mroper relationships belweon men. lilienover maliciousiiess and viclous—

ness avise, they are to be stamped oub. This doea not menn, howover,

23 Tathor, "Tho Sermon on the licust,” AZ, IEI, 203.
2 tather, "Poamn 101, A, ¥III, 16h.
25 Iuther, "Psalm 82," AE, IIIT, k.

RN ———
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thot wor Is the only woy out. Inthor mainbaing thal one mmst lwep the
vecce 4z long as one possiily can. Pooeo is o e naintaoined even
Though 1% would cost all the money that would Lo spent on the war or

26

vion by dhe war.” The wighit to vmge woar is granted by God oniy whon

it is

Lde

n the s*vice of owder, poace, and the subjection of evil.27

Wlien no albernttive is 1oft, wor is to Lo waged, and tho ovildosr is %o
Le punished, The btalting up of weapons mmst be done only when it is ab-
solutoly nocossarys. The rulers in the sarthly ldngdon ave duby bound
and under obligabtion from God Lo protech the plous and o punxish the
cvil., Ihig iz nol something the rulors decide upon arbiitrerily, b
they axe comtaxled Ty God to maintain law and order in the vorld. Iabthor
1 sully

auboels aunobher to kill hin treachorousiy, you shell toite him fron my

.

sar Shis comond very cloorly in iswodus 21:1ly, "Bub if a men u

i’-‘l

olinw, that ho noy dio%s; Bxodus 21:2), Yoye for gys, tooth for tooth,
Iand for Land, oot for fool!; Gon. 9:6, “ihoeover shieds the blood of man,
by man shall hisg tlood be shed; for God made men in his owm imoge': and
tho words of Chpist in llabt. 26152, *lut your sword boek indo its place;

-
for all who take the sword shall porish Ly the sword." 20 e gooulor

swvord is nmever o be regarded &4s & terror o good voriks, LUL raihor &
5

terror to the evil. Tids is how Imthey interpreis both S5t. Paul in

Rozens 13 and 5%. Peter.?? Cod has placed this grect obiligation on

26 Iodd.; p. 52.

21 Tau, ope oibs, p. LS.

20 Tuther, "Socwlew Authority,® I, IIf, 232.
2 zmd., p. 236.
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the cmperor and the princes and has placed under thom the citizomy, who

e

o

are to sce these nen as Cod's Hepresenbaiives. Docause of tiwe Peasants!?
Rovolt in tho South, Iuther found it increasingly nscessary Lo stross
that rebellion was wrong.

In Line with socular authority Iuther olso treals justitia civilig.

This is an exbarnal righteousnsss which ig Lo be sought in offices and

aorl5.30  Tio mon con bo Justified vefore God with justitic ciwvilis,

= ) ’

bt Iathor noveritheless regarded it as ¢ real vightbeoustess and sawr

that it was geminely related to Godls om righieougness in Cluish,

even Lhough ourr hnmen annrchension of this wighitoousncss is imperfect

o7
b - -

ant vitiated by 3:7.11.31
The carbhly kingdon, baing insibitubed and maintainod Iy God, has
oty requivenent for the pringes, which 1s to sce that Cod!s honor
ig mnintainod. The authority is thus obliged to restrain and te fight
oren false btemching, immwoper worship and horetics. ZThe aubthoriiy can
dc this only in kis o area~—tho people over whon they have authority.
Ls his gource of authority for this interrclation bebtieen the o king- 3

3

Tuthor uges Proverbs 19:5, "A false wibtness shall nob go wnpmi.shed. "52

§

-f
1
I

ias
Io 2lsn agsersg that it is the duby of the princes o interfere becouse

Lo

iis ig dealing with Cod's honor——just like the Idngs in the Old Tostaont-—

&
i

and their chief offico is to further God's honor. 3

30 Inather, ®ihetheor Soldiors, too, con be Saved," II&L, V, 3.

3L Gordon Rupp, Tho Rightoousness of God (Zondon: Fodder end
Stavghton, 1953), p. 26,

32 Inthor, "Doss woltliche Oberleit den lHederbacuforn,® Wi, 50, 13.

33 100, cit.
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Tho idoa of the Intlmsiacsts thabt the world should be governed
iy the Gospel mmst Lo rejected. Iuthor sme that this wes inpossille,
for the world ond the masses were amnd slnoys would be un-Chrisgtian,

oven thoush thoy wero oll taptized and nomdinally were Chrisgtiar

JeZore a plon such ap thoe Inthnsiasts wore trying to inbtroducs would
e rosgible, Luther naointained that it would bo nocossoary first to
T113 the worldd with raal Christic .Bh Tuther inor thoet ovon this wms

e e

ixwossible, bocause the roal Chirigbisn is s8till plamued with the old .

naN.
Chyristians in the Zarthly XKingdom

Dveryone on exrth is in the earthly kingdom by wirtue of his

rih, and Dother points oub thoet Chriastians should remomuer that even

velore thay were Christizns, before they were in tho spiritusl Ifing-
dor, thoy weve in 'bh;". sarthly Itir adom.>5 Uging the parable of the
tarog in tho w!zca\t,'?' 6 ho points oub that this is how the Cludistion
lives until the consumation, whon the tares will be ramoved fron the
whoot ond bwsmed. Thig is not casy for the Cliriztian, but the fact
is thet the Chrigtion Cnwech is surrouniod by onomics, and Chist did
not promisc peace Wit a mmrd.37 Inthor maintained that thore wes

no getiing oround the fact that a Cinristian had to Le some sort of

34 Tuther, "Secular Authordily,? i, IIL, 237.

35 Iuther, "Tho Sormon on the Ilownt,” 43, I, 109.
36 b, Yntthew 13:2h0F.

37 Iunther, "Predigt in der Schlosslirche zu ledmer," W, 10, I1T, 301.
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sacular 1:‘-:30:1.33 tha Chrigtian, thoarefore, mst learn the difforonce
brlreon the Two person which ho must be simmltencously on carthe Ilan
doos not live in a vacuuwa, and e has to make use of secular and iapeordial

el

things the same way thot a non~Christian doos. 39 tme Curistion mish

e
v

e
e

learn that : s only according to the outiord life and the physical |
\

cxzisbonee thiobd e Ls dopendent on the earthly kingdom. A Chrigbisn

poes bo war, acts as juige, or lasyor, not as a Clesistien, for these |

are things of the earthly kingdem. Iovever, in doing these sccular
ings o aluays lceeps a Cliristion heart.

Tuthor saw thot everyone, rogardless of stotion in life, wes wwior
the anthoriby. Ho felb this so strongly that he insisted that if bishopg,

wbbots, or even the Popa, should bte offenders, i wmu still the sacrod

Gty of the stade bo strile, mxl Wlob the cirips £all vhere thoy may.tlt
It is hore vhers the Foplsts and the Sectariens are at fauli, for thay

do not sse the responsikility of govermment, The nonis escape fraa the
world, deserbing their responsibility, and the Scctarians repudiale

‘.-3; - 1&5-’3.
Hoathen in the Barthly Mngdom

The heathen are in only one kingdon, the sarthly ldingdom., Iowr-

38 Iuther, "e Sormon on tho liount," AB, XXI, 109.

39 Im‘., 99_. ﬁ., p. 56-
ko Iuther, "The Scrmon on the Mownd," AL, XTI, 113,
h]' myp, DOha ci'b., e 295-

42 Tathor, "Mhe Seoruon on tho lbunt," AS, XKL, 1hO.
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over, this does nob nean that God hes nob pranied wnbo thiose 3o sre
only in Iis earthly lingdon poue of Iis blosaings. Iather obsorved that
Just as Ged prants the heatiien sun and rain, so Iio has also inotitubted
oriinarces vador uh(!.lu"'s hie ecrthly Idingdon omong tho hoathon has the
sano purpose s it does in theo midst of Cloistians. The heathon, as tho
waighteona, needed tho law to instruct, consirain, corpel, and canmond
that they do rfm:x:-..hh Iuther sor that God richly blessed tho heathen,
giving thea gold, riciwes, suthoriity, ond ldngdons, oo though thoy wore
spray or sand. llo dlso gives them recson, wisdon, languages, and orabtory,
go thot the Clrristiong look plain and siwplie, and comarsbleo to fools fity <)
1::;'__:&1‘:3.“‘5 I% vwas this thed mrompted hin to sy thalt thare was no tebier
tonroral rale aynhiore then anong the Twrls, who have only the 'zior:m.hﬁ
In sooing this pood which tho heathen, espscially the Turiss, loave in ougy-
ing the aubthorities, Luthor lashed out againut tho poasants in Swaiia,
than that thay wome not worthy to Lo cnlled even heoathen or
thorlis, Thoy wero mich worse than this, for iy wore fighting ogeinst

ivine and natural low which the heathon g:ecp.h'? Inther rominds thon 2

.

woll that oven if thoy did keop the l1aw thoy would Lo no bellor than tho
heathon and the Turis, for it toles norce than oLadience to the outhoritics

‘o make a porson a Cleristd andid

13 Rupp, op. cites p. 293.
ih Tathor, “Socular Aubhority,® ind, III, 235.
k5 Ty, ops cib., pe 293.

U6 rathor, ®an Opon Totior to the Chwistian Hokility," H, IT, 3.
M7 tuthor, ®An Adnonition to Peace,® W, IV, 220.

U8 100, oit.




TAPTEIR IV

R I
THL SPIRITUAY, EONGDOHE

Fouxdled iy Cerist's Cowing

Tabher mainbained that the Clureh woes ostaliished Lefore there wes
any doucstic or civil govormwmort. For him the Chnnech wos established
tafore tho fall or the creabio: of Tvo, for it was croated whon Cod spoke
to Adan in the Corden.” Afber the £all into sin, tho childron of Aden
wore divided into two groups, one group telonging Yo the Idingdom of Cod,
and the of'::mx; in the kugzdon of the world. Those who lelongod to the idng-
don of Col wars the truc bolicvers im Christ and vore subject o THn.2
Those in the ldn don of God, huwewvsr, had bo look forsard bo the coming
of Chawigt Zor the esbablisimont of the Imingdow. Conesis 3:15 was the
lagis upon vhich the ldnzdon was anticipated, oand thus tho linsdon of
Cin-lst was a ldingdom of hopo for Adom and = > For ihe Gilldiem of ..u"'s-“»_
Ttho sy.’.:v:'itual Kinpdon pnd tho carthly kingde: vere combined in om.h

This combined kingdom, wwlor the direct reign of Cindst, continmed

lartin Iunthor, "Cormentory on CGonesig,” lritines of lartin
Inther, edited Ly John M. Ienker ((Zimmeapolis: InGicrens in ALL Londs
Co., 190h) I, 172. Horcaftor cited =28 C on G.

2 Iortin Tuthor, "Secular Authority,” losis of Ihweiin Iutlor odited
by Charles 7. Jacots (Fhiladelphia: lnhlonberg rross, 1VJL)s iit, 234
Hereafter cited as 10L.

3 Inther, € on @, I, 303.

b lortin Yather, "Prodigh in der Schlossiirche su loimar," D lorkin
Inthers ierke (Weimor: . Doehlau, 18h3-), 10, i, 501. Herafter clted
28 .

3
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m the tine of lbses and his ziving of the lor unbil Clirist beeame

rl

a mon and ool on the spiritunl and dropped the worldly.? Iuthor, of

course, qualifiecs this by add...ng that Chrish is still Lord of this

Idngdon, but that it is now princes and emperor wwho rmile direcily, and

v sbtonxis belind thena 6 3y coning into tho wordd Clnxict directly

T gt
JNTLE

cprogses Sabam, and Clwistls lingdos dircetly opposes the ldinzdom of

- 2aand s

abten, and Christ tultos s poople oub of this kingdom and wings then

inbo His kingdom of lizht.! In the Iarge Cobochimm Inthor swmerizes

it very nicely in these words:

it is nobling ols: than viwt ve loarned in tho creed,
that God sont IHsg uon Jdesus Cluish, our Lowl, inbo the
world Yo rodeen and deliver us from tho nowor of the
devil, and vo Leing us Yo himself, and to govern us
as a Fing of rightoousness, life, and salveition agoinst !
sin, deatl:, amnl an evil consclanca, for wlvich ond Ie z
I ".s algo bostored Iis Iioly Seirdt, who is to zing thoso
wings homo to us by ids ho.Ly ..ord, a §° 1]..4;:_1'-.(; and
su'e. ghhon us in the falth by Iis porr.

The Diroct fule of Clreist

In tho eawrthly Iingdon, Cladst has deloguted tie vpowers of direct

mae Lo uen whon He hés ploced incanthority. In.the splxitusl IDngdon

:ig ig not the case, for herc Cludgt »uiesg directly. It is hore thab
o is truly “Christ tho Hing."? In tho spiritusl lhngdon power io Zivan

Ho0 nono other, anxd Christ, as trme Geod, rules timoush Vord and Sacranent.

5 Log. cits

6 Ii—.".'ll, &. g_l:b_o, Pe GQ.r
7 Iuther, "Frodist e JLttwoch nach Simeholl,” W, LE, 267.

8 Tuther, "Ierge Cabochism,® Zook of Concond (St. Ioulss Concordia
Putdishing Inaae, 52), Iz, ol.

[4
? Iugher, "Drste Prodigh usbor Jersnin 23, Se0,! HR, 20, 550.
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This doos nob male the lkingdon of Christ an imaginabive thing, for
viwerevor the vord is proclaimed and tho Szorasents are properly ad-

ninistered thore is the Wngdon: of Chrish, and there Chwist is the
Hinge Im abboxpling bo molwe thisg clearcr in o sowmon, ludher used
the anclogy of a hogpitel and a doctor. Clurist is the head doctor
of tho hosplial vihich is fillod with sick, poor, anl diseagod men.
Lcblng as the chiol physican Chweist comes to thom with the Gospel,
ringing then corfort and strength, so thalt thoy are ma.'!.ed.m

WA the insight that Cadst mdlod directly writh Vord and Sac—

ranent, ‘uwther smr tho grave error of the Papacy, and frequently con-
trasted the ldinsdo: of Christ with the ldnzdom of tho Fopo. This greobt
polonic areso from thoe fact that Iuther folt thabt the Pope was replacing |
Christ. Illo Drequantly put tho kingdon of Satan oand the Ikkingdon of the

Yope in the saue cabogory 28 opposed to Chrigil's ingdon. The Fopels

ag wator and fire, devil anc mu:els.u

l
rogine and Clwist's regime, to Iuther, wore onomies againgt one anotior I

Ian belicves that only if ono seoes the eschatological difforence
in the o lHngdous, will thore To any mroper undeorsgtanding of "'1'...m:-.:"2
The ldngdon of Christ is naither worldly nor tormoral, though we Imow

in this world axd in tiwmo., Rathor it is spiritual. It doos nob

10 ruthor, MPredight am 22, Sommbag pach Trinibabis," i, 15, 726.

U fashor, %Ain mitsiiche Sormon D. Morbtini Iuthers, geprediget
an dor hailigen dray Duonig tag,” Wk, T, 2h2.

12 Iau., Ops _G_Zi-_'!j_-, De 311--
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consist in cabing or drinlking or in othor outward things, Lubt only in
righteousnoss, petce, ani btrust in bho hearts and nminds of Ese.n.la

The ldingdon of Christ contimios after the conswiombion of e
world. IU is then thay the tares will be ronoved £rom the wihweabt; it
i5 ‘then that the failthiul of Christ sAdll be gathored topother and shall
ne longer be plagued iy those nob in the kingdon of Cirigh, The king=
don of Chwdot will rosbore to the peoople of Chirist the blessodness vhich
Adan enjoyod vihen the Chnwreh wos Lirst eatatlished. The poopls in tho
kingdom will no longor noad forgivencss of their sins, for thoy will
whon b perfect, haviiy leen made por-cet by the exalted Chrigt, their
:'-‘-_u{r.:!'h In ¢ho nagnificent cxplanation of the second ariticle of the

Apostles? Creed in the Small Catochism, Tnthor gecs Living in tho lding-

don of Christ aa the ¢limax of the rodeouptive worls of Chrighbs
in order that I moy bo Iiis om, and livo under Ilim in iig
HEnpdon, and serve Hn In evorlasting wighicousness, in- 1
nocence, ond blessodness, ovon as_lje is risen from the dead, |
Lives and reirms To all otemriiy. {

Chrisitians in the Spiritual Kingdom

The spiritunl kKingdon mey bo rightinlly cquaoted wiith the CGmurch.
The coneent of Church rmst bo understood in the mropor scnse, for Imther
does not equnbe it with any outimrd organicod chureh tody, bub rather
the Church as the sua botal of the irue belicvers in Christ. There the

Cospol and Sacramcnts are, thoro ig-the Cimrch, for foith is engondered

13 tniher, "Predigh an 22. Somvbag nech Trimitabis,® i, 15, 72h.
ik Inther, "Large Catochia:," Book of Concord, IT, 57.
15 fathor, "Snoll Cobochism,® itid., If, l.




25

by the Ioly Spirilt woridng through .ord and Sacrazent. In this rospect
vhe Coureh and the spirivual Ikingdom ave identical, Those who Lolong
To the Kingdo: of Chwist awve those who beliave rightly in Chivist and
ore undor Gi:l‘:i.:i‘l‘-.lé

Intrance into the spiriiual ldingdom is5 Zained by tho Sacrauont
of Igly Daptisms

i end of Baptign is thig, namely, to save. « . « To

Yo savedd, e Imoui, is nobhing olss than to e deolivared
fron sin, death, and tho dovil, and to ontor into the
kingdom of Clwist, awl o live vAth Bm forever.

Tmthor frocuenbly said thnt Lo the two words: “Forgivoness of sind

e conploto kingdon of Christ could be conceived. "It ig nothing
clso than the forpiving and taling ey of sin g2 % wms on tiis score
Gt Imther had nmowyy horsh words against i Papacy, for he sor thab
the nexrvorsion of the doctrine of the forgivensss of gin Yy
the additvion of Zood viorks the Fapacy woes establiched W

Tho kinzdon of Chirist is not only an idea, ub just ag it s a
conerote . iing, so aldo it Lhns concrote senters. I6s Neouborg are the
asloct—tiio poople of Chrishb. Hlewrdt points cut witi: profound ingight

that in the Lutheran understanding the people in the sypiritual kingdon

TP o i 2 S
ars simners, ond Clwigb, as their dng, is Hes poccabom .20 o Glmigy-

ians are not confined to any one place, amnd though thoy are not nmany, one

15 piert, orphologic des Juthertums I, L37.

17 Tuthor, "Large Catechisn,® Zogl: pf Concord, IV, 23.

18 rughor, "Prodigt am 22, Sennbeg nach Trimltabis,” WA, 15, 72l.

Y futher, "Ain mbuliche Sormon Dootor tavtint Tuther, gorodiget
an hailigen droy Duenig SV, T, .
‘lcnéo m-ert, Oite ﬁo, I’ twa%t
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is avlie to [ind then avogrviiera, in spite of the fzoet that thoy live far
L) 2 % 1 L.
apart, wndor both good ami bad mlors.>" The entire life of o Christian

is in rclation to God, jJust as the fruit is to the Yroe. 22
Foncbions of the Spirditual Kingdom

Ly |

ihe cliiof funciion of the gpiritual lzingdon is to grant unto men
the eternel Life wihich Chrish tlwough Iis sufforing, dooth, and resu-

Teebion has nnde avalilable to &ll \xmple.ag‘ Luther sunmarizes it in

his lkiag is truc wod, for in His ldngdom Iio forzives sin 2

-'.'.nzl waleg 1o poople wlous anl saves then from death, dovil,

holl, and 211 miaford Gune, Giving us otornal mg'tcous-mss

and cbernal l..fc, mlzing Cod our Fathor, and giving ns

.-mvnn. e « o« IO 012 elze con do d.isﬂ;.n(;olu, saints,

Inyy the lother of God, tms God 2lono.
The Idngdom of Christ is a kingdon which one doss not sce or feel, bub
videh alono is homed, anxd as such: hag the task of ovarcoxing more than
Just enciles of ilesh and blood. Tho devil and his Ildinsdon, vhich
oight be eonsidered a third IZingdon ageinst virich toth the carthly and
spivitual kingloms are striving, is constantly ity to coreupt the
Aivinoly ordained ISngdoms. <The carthly Itingdon is contaminated by

the devil through petsent revolis, fanabics, and monesteries, and tho

21l Tagher, "On War Against tho Tuwi," L, V, 09.

22 1awold Diem uhera Lohre von d.on mrod. Roichen (lhmmhm' Clnra
Faiser Vorlag, 19389, 150

23 IOG. Bi'b- A

2L Inthm:-, "Srsto Predigt ucbeor dio I s..a_ Jocemian 23, 5-0,"
i, 23, 5509, Translotlon My ovme
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opiritual lingdon is defilod by the devil through popos and mosses,2P
Zho kingdon of Saban is also the ldngdom of derlmess, and vhere thig lding-
doir ig, there is only darimess amid no light, for thers is no Imouledge
of God from Tis vord.26 To beat doim Saten and his ldngloz of darimoss,

the spiritua] lkingdom also uses weapons, but those veapons are difforeont

fron Ziphting ond striving ith the sword and in wars, which is the
Pagl: of the eorthly lkingdom. The we2pons used Uy the spiritual ldngdon
to Twing poopla ont of the kingxlom of Satan and to lleep tliem oub of his

Iingdon are the Vord and the Sacramonts, for it is in their use that the

lloly Spirit comws Lo pooplo, instilling falth and buwllding up that faith.
Thus the falthful in the kingdom of Chiist are able o sing.

Tho'! dewlls all tho world should £ill
Al oager to dovowr us,

Wo trasble not, we fear no ill,

Thay shall not overpow'r us.

This wordd's prince nzy still

Scowl Lierce &5 ho will,

Iio can hoarn us none,

lio's judpod; the deed is dones

One litible word can £oll hin,

The Word they still shall leot romnin
lior any ‘thonlsa have for it;

Ila’s by owxr side upon the plain
with s pood gifts and Spirit.

And tale they our life,

GOOdS, .fa?:‘.o, c!lild’ m:d- 'ﬁifa,

Int these 21l be gone,

Zhoy yeot hove nothing srong

Tho Kingdon ours remaincth. 27

25 tangren, ops git., e 55
26 1ythor, "Predigh an IMttwoch nach Elizaboth," WA, IS5, 267.
27 27artin Tuther, "A IZghly Fortress is our God," The Iutheren

Iymmal (Saint Iouis: Concordia Publishing louse, 19h1), 202, stonsas 3 axd k.

g




CAPTIR V

™IE DITFIRTICES OF THR TW0 KIIRDOS

a i AR
Fogitions in the Fingdons

Inther sair that just a8 the Law amnd the Gospol mmust be distinguished
if the Chueech is o romzin pure, so the gpiritual end the earthiy lhing-
doms st be distinguished., Jush as the disbinction of Lawr and Gospel
iz difficuld, so Imthor fownd that lkeeping the two kingdoms separate

wias very Afficult. In his conmonbary on Psalnm 101 he ixobos

Constantly I must pound in and aquecze in and drive in and

wedge in this difference botireon the Gro Idngdome, cven

thoush it is writben and stid so often that it becunes
toedious.t 2 :

Mrecuently he assortod that the two kKingdoms must Do 2s widely scparatod
Ivon one onother as hicaven is fyon: earth. Here agoin ¢ Pope had erred,
Lor he darioned the concopts of earthly and spiritual Idingdoms and had
intorchanged thom, 2

Tho differcencos bebucen the Tro Icingdons ave seen first of all in
tho position which people hiold in thenms In tho edxrthly ldingdon There
are difforont lovels of porson in office. Although everyone has been

called into a vocabion and tims has an office, the caxritilly Idngdon has,

Liortin Tuthor, "Psaln 101L," Iathor!s Works, The Amzd.ean Ddition
odited iy Joroslav Peliken (St. Touls: CoHoarTin Puolisiing lousc, Eﬁﬁ)
:’23, 191].. Izorei‘ﬁcr citod as En

2 Franz Ion, "Luthors Iohro von don boiden Reichen, ™ Inthorbum
herausgogebon von Wolther Zimmormen, ob al. (Zexrlin: Inm
Verlagshaus, 1953), pe hi2.
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in Tathor's thinizing, four levels in tho ruling of the mosgos. Theso

four Tollow the redieval wabiorn and ave labeled Uy Tamthor as Thronen,

lermrschafiton, Puerstentineuo, ond Clewvleit. In ono of his scr.».mns:"'
ho defines these leovels in the kingdom. The Thronon repressent the

cporor and the ovariords. The llerrschalfton are the seven Clmrfuersion

witidn the Holy DNoman Jmire. The Fuerstontinme arve tlic losser laoxights

Y ol
(ELE
¥

aixl other siviliar oificers. The Uberleit is conposed of the officers

no ninor offie «ls thwroushout the domain. God disponges all thase
stations ayw oflices so Woal chwey noy oporate domwrard, writh the servant
hoving no influenco on the goverming nowey of the s’ou-ira."" Tho stato,
uoreovor, iz conccrnoed with the goods, body, and life of the subject.

Lieithor does God confer authority ovor asaingt linself. The office of

& pergon hos nothing to do with bhis salvation. Unly as a Christian can

a ooldior be saved. In other words, one is not obedient to the aubthordities |
within the worldly ldwdon bocause o liopos to have sulvabtion by such i
obedionce, b he doss it bocause o gees the volue and nocossity of |
ordor.5 Iuther, therefore, meintains that tio nembers within the carthly
Ingdon are Lo be obedient Lo those placed over thom—avan if theso offico- |

hipldors ara i‘url:s.ﬁ

i 3 limebin Iuther, "Fredigt an littvoch nach Zlizabeth," D. laxrtin
Iathors verie (Volusr: I, Doehlou, 100.3-), L5, 292. lorafior citod as ild.

b aemo Dowseluouer, Tuther Sboct wnd Glasbe (Jema: Sugan Dicderichs
Yerlag, 1937): De 13,

5 Gustal Wingron, Iuthor on Vocation, translated iy Corl C. Rosmssen
(Fhiladelphia: Mhlonbory iress, 5 D12,

6 1iid,, pa 3.

| TR
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In the spiritual kingdon there are no offices, even though a man
holds an office in the earithly ltingdom he is no groater than the lorest
wald in the spiritual idngdom. Those in the spiritual ldnjdom stond
Lelore God on the prouni only of Godl's ovm righbeousgnsss in Chrish. s

210 Clhristians are o see that Ywita Christiana is wvite Chrighbi, and

Mita Chrigll is awinanitio eb Inxxilisbio, and thus rommua Closigii is

- s - . e . - .. - D o5 = s -
exinanibio ob Inmxiliatio. "V Thus in the spiritual ldngdon thore is an

equality of all its mombors; for nopne in this Zingdon is thore by virbtue

of his own goodnass. Feople in the spiritual kingdon are raled &rsctly

by Christ beecause the Holy Spirit has wroplied faith in their heoarts, and

4

-

with Ifim tuere is no distinatlon of norsons. D tha Dasis of Romang 12:10
ol I Pober S5 Tather mainbained: “Among Christians thore shell and can
be no autiority, but all aro aliln subject to ome anothor.n?

Iin lreoping with this theory, Inther insisted that the scclesias-
ticol soverment of priests and tdshops 13 not one of authority or power,
b rather a servico and an office, for the mombers of tho clergy are
neither Mchor nor bobber than othor Ciivistisns.'C He therefore roduces

3 £ Ta go s
priest to a more ofi‘ical:oldnr.‘l Iatherts tecching on the nimigtry

w

is nicely sumiarisod in thoso words:

T Cordon Rupy, The Rishbteouanoss of God (London: lioider and
Stavghbon, 1953), p. 290.

8 Lem, op. cite, P. 57.

? Uartin Inther, "Secular Awthority," Mozl of lMarbin Inther, edited
ty Charles i, Jacobs (Philadolphia: Ithlonborg Trose, 105L); Vs 3b. Here-
afbor cited as iId.

20 rrarin Tather, "Cormontary on Genesis,” The Frecious end Saered
Uritings of lordtin Iuthor, cdived by John Ii. IOMOr (LAINIenrolis: Luslerans
In AT Lamds Co., 1901), i, 172. lioreaitor cited as G on .

1L Tid., p. 262.
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A pastor is nob lord over faith. A pasbor is Godls
servent ond Lool, which God .z'ougﬂl 4o g worlz, ihen

I preach, taptizo, absolve, ad:dinistor the & "c'*'a:.:m*b,

thon '.‘:oci uses oy moutbh and ry hoand outwardly in ]

work that lo world thorely accemplish somcething.

Tho tlord and the Suord

in the cawthly kingdom the Experor is the rauler, and he milea

iy weans of the gword, which also could bos called the Zxmeror!s word.

atthor dofines his meaning of sword in thig mommers

Throuch sword horever I undorgtand e.l_. that vhich ..e_mgs
to the sarthly LEJ].;,"L(?'I, el as ch‘ hly richts and _21:3,
nepbons m¥l hablits, honors 13 stations, diffcrant ofiices,

norpons, and clothing olc.
CGod Zmsolf stonds bLohind tho ruler in the earthly itingdom, It is

through thris sword that Ile keeps order, peace, and security among sin-

‘.

N zen,.

The sword, horever, has only a Iiwmited powor, for it camwot do
nore than mele the poople obay ly word and doed. It canmob constaain
viie hieart, no Dattor how rigidly vsed and 31_:1::119:1.11* It is ondy the

Uord which affects tho hearts of mene Tiws it ig the lUord widch rules

the gpiritual l8ngdom, thoroly maidng this lingdom prinerily a loerer-

R

gich, Inther gfoos to greal palns to show that this ldingdom of Curist

is truly absconditum, sub cruce poctun.td It is tho ocars witch lemrm

12 fyuther, "Predigh an ISbtwock noch Tlizabsth,® W, b, 310,
Translation my ouln.

13 Tuthor, "Doxr Prophet Sacharja ausgelogt,™ i, 23, Sil.

ik Viernar arg, I
Docl:'gche Var...agshzclﬁw ang,

[BF]
ben
L

sie des Iuthertuas (Zenchon: C.
2 =3 Hoe

25 Tuthar, "Soewlar Authority," W@, ILT, 28k,
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of the gpiritual ingdom fron the mouths of the young childron amd
thoge who have rzeeived forgivensas 16 Primarily, of course, the ldng-
don of Charigt is hoard frau tho pastor in Jord auld Laeraueifos. 200 word
of the preacher iz tho ammouncomont of tho forgiveness of sing, ol dids
ig dhe Jord through which Christ rules. IU is through tic tonpus of the
pastor in vhe blessed Sacranent through wiich God scnds forgivencss of

gin, graca, salvation, and oternel life. In loly Daptiss one cnters

vhie Idngdon of Christ, and this hoppens tihnough water, Spirit, and word.

lore pgoin Luther holds thav one does not soe bub alone hcars tho word
wiiech doos sueh great Wiings. And again in Abgolution the priest lays
g hand on the ponitontis head and spealks fron tho caorand of Christ,

ur Loxd, the forgivencss of sins. HAgain this is hbaring the ford and

gooing n '.:.:zz.n-g.“( shis concopt of the liord ag g Uhing which is heard

The izingdom of Chrisct io a ldngdon of faith which one
doos nov see or foel b hears alone. hie ouber and
carthly Lingdon ono is ablo to fesl. Christ's king-
don eamwct say: YL feel and grasp with my fingers thoe
.f.‘m-.-_-:l\fencsg of gin, lifo and sslvation. It it is
Lelioved.t

Thus the two Idngdoms are difforontiated, and the differeontiation
mist be meintained. One therofore cannot and must not drag the Hord of

Chwisgt inbto the lowr bLoolks or into the szcular govcnrmn‘b.w I% has not

16 Euﬂm:'c, Predipt in Uorselurg gobolien,” i, 51, 11.
17 1mid,, p, 12.

18 Zlid., p. 21,

9 Luther, "Soouler Muthority," 125, IIX, 24l

|
|
|
|
i
|
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beon given for this parposs, fnd this is the orror of the Snthusiasts.
lloithor can the sword have any place amons tho Christians. One is not
to bear aras against Christians viho do not need the mrord. <0
Zhe secular aunthoriiies, therolore, aro o ouploy the sword and

s o carry out thelr God-ordained tasis of loaring peace and order,

ant. the clowvmy, who are Godls sorvants, arc conbimally to bugy thom-

gselves with the grovwth of the spirituwal insdom Ty the mroclumntion of

the Vord. kmb\ has his God—pivon duty and is to "JBI‘E'.O"‘... ite Iabher

swrnrizas it in this mennors:
If I wore owperor, king, or prince in a campaign o.ga-_iz'- o
the Turls, I would cxdworb my bishops and priests to st
at ‘-:u:.:o end wind the dubios of helr office, praying, fasting,
gaying nanss, wreaching, and caring for the poor, &3 mobt
onky :'.ol ﬁricr Lpiure, u';:l; thoix» o canon lor teaches and

. - < -
roUCiireg .-

Idnzdon is enbersd by Uhe Sacranent of Ilody Iaptisn and faith in Jesus

-~ 'y e i
Honborship : ‘

!

|

Ly the very noture of the two idwxlons thora is a difforance beticen |

I

- . LI § !
then Loceuse of the nenbership that constliute them. The splritual |
|

Cirrist o8 Lord and Soviour. The ldngzdon of Carist therefore has a
rastricted and exclusive nembership, The earthly ingdon, houover, em-
cos all people, for ono is in the earthly kingdom Uy virtve of ibis
Erth. The earthly kingdon would not ovon noed 4o have Clrvistians in
it, as with tho Turks, for God grants wisdom unto the nonboliover so

tiwat he is able to rule effectivoly and maintain peaco. 22

20 tuther, "The Seraom on the lowrk,® AE, XTI, 90.

21 Inther, "On War Against the Turlk," i3, V, 86.
22 Tan, op. Cites pe 59
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Faith and Neagen

Tho spiyditusl Icdngdom is a kingdon of folth. Iis concern is for

tho souls of nen. It ls to produce 1f:.n‘hy.23 The gpiritual ingdom ig :
o diroet the uconle wverticolly tovwwmrd Cod go thet they may do whab i
is wight, so thabt thay night be smr@d.zl'“ The splxituel lZingdon doals g
with faith and has no place for works. iliorks offecred to Cod upsel Godls !
order. %hoy try bo dopose Christ from Hisg throne, and tho neighbor i :
neglected Loenuso the works wore nob done for the benofit of thoe nsighbor, '

25 |

e they were done only with thoe purposs of Luperessing God. .
- - - - ':" - - - |
The esrthly kingdon is a hingdon of reason.“C It is no jurisdicition

ovoer Hhe wolfore of souls. It has powor only ovor the phywsiecal and the
Leiporal, thus malding it subjeet to roason anl subordinate to tho spiritunl |
IZingdon.

Ib is Droquently a debobod quostion ag bo whwether or nob Luthor
sonebines considered the carithly ltingdon the sane as the Hingdon of
Satan. If oaﬁ goe this in Inther, he then has to say that Inthor has
tiro quite difforent viows of the earbthly kingdos, one belng tho "lefd
" hand of Cod,! the other boing the lkingdon of Satan. This seens unlilely,

and a woro pleusitio vios, which Luther cmunciatos occasionally, ig on

idea of the ldingdom of Satan as g thind Idungdom, vihiieh ig trying To upsct

23 Iuther, "Secular Authority," JAL, III, 237.
2% Tuther, *Peain 101,0 AZ, XTI, 197.

25 1A ngwon, OP. Citey Pe 13.

26 Tuthor, “Psala 101" AZ, XILL, 196.
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Loth the carthly and the smiritual lkingdoms.

is hold, the fact rexoins that the sarthiy id

howi

Widichaover of thie viecws

ingdon is inforior to

The

1tanl by wirtue of itg btask and tho moaong by which it carries cub

tagia
As a Knedon of reason 1t finds that it sho
zonbally toward onc anobhor, sceing to i

wifa, child, housa, home, and all momer of goods remain in pecce amxd

»
goourlity and are blessed on eerth.ef The tho

o bo conscious of theiw

leingdon

dans, thorefore,

Qe

toslis and obligotions so that thoy are nob

diract the people

mroperty, honor,

confused, and, the purvose of both being tms frustratod, end in failurc.

in theso words Tuther suceinctly summarizes the wiicle difforentic

h st be meds betireon the o IHinpdomg:

Vorldiy sovermaont ho.a lowr which wostondis no farther thon
Lifoe and f'-rapcr‘v and vhat is exborm:l upon earth. Fox
over *'Lc sowl God can and will Yot 1o one rule b M-

golf.

2 Tvid.; pe 197.

L) - . a__ow - e -
20 Tather, "Secular Authority," &, IIT

9 237-

-
Lo




CIAPZER VI
THD DEIATIOINSILP OF TS5 TWO EiTiGDOES
Both Kingdons Mulod by Divine Fower

Both ldngdons are idngdons of God, for although in the strich
asense of the torm, "iingdon of God¥ ucans tlie spiritucl linsdom, it is ;
also usod for the Mrorldiy Imingdom? in the frangiori: of itz being an

ordinnatio divina.t God stands belind both ldngdons, and Io is the one

who wltinmatoly is tho ruler of all things within the insdoms. And ,

even though the o kKngdoms are to be kept separated as far as heaven |

is fwrom carth, thors is a wnity in thon when viawed coram Deo. Tha I
St etad b Gl

picture of the gpiritual kingdon as the right hond of God ond the earthly '

MHinzdom as the loft hand of God is comsonly used by Luther in his Sarons.2

Therefore Iuther can goy wiwb is alnost contrsdictory to other ubtiorances:
For with rospoct to God axd in sorvice of Iiis authority
overytiing should be identiccl and mixed togeihor, whother

i% be called spiritucl or socular.3
Iathor noted thalb 1% was a sinple mejier to soe Godls yule in

the spirituel ldngdon. In this lingdom, ovan though it is 2 ligercrreich, 4

1 franz Teu, "Imthors Iohwre von den beiden Ioichen,! Tathertun
heravsgepeben von alihor Zixmormam, ob al. (Jorlin: Intherisches

> > '} Rumorsd B ¢

Vorlagshous, 1953), ve 3k

4 2 lmrtin Luthor, "Prodigten des Jahres 1532,7 D, lartin Tuthors torle
(ifoimars: I, Bochlau, 1843-), 36, 305. IHereaftor cifed as TE.

3 artin Iuthor, "Fgalm 101,% Inther's Works, Tho Amoricen EHdition
edited Yy Jaroslav Pelilken (St. Louls: Concordic PubDIisihng Louse, 1050)s
XIIT, 195. loreaffber cived as An.
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Inther mointained there wore visille moans Ly which God's rule could bo
son in distincblion from the earthly ldngdom. Ile says:

In God's roginent thoro are two Idinzdoms; the wialdle

and the invisitle, Tho visiltille is the xinzgdon of Christ,
viiich in Iis churches and Chitistendon Ile »eipgns through
i3 Viord of the Gospal and the Iloly Spirid, in sormons,
baptisms, absolutions, and the adudaisbtration of the
Sacranent, In fhis kingdom the fon of Cod becane man,
born in Bethlehan, lay in the crib and on his motherls
lop, personnlly mrrecched, did signs and wonders in Galilee
and Judea, hanged on the crogs, died and aroso from the
dead, and lastly sont apostles into &1l tho world to ) :
mrench in s name, produce ropenbance, amd forgive sint

Tho relotionghin of the spiritual ldngdon 4o God is direct, anl thus

Mol are nore consclous of Codls rule and wmndorsband thab God ig v

8
&

at worls in this ldingdon.
In the earthly ldngdon Christ rules in a hidden monmer, as Ilio
does in the nabtural lar, lan does not usually comprohend the fach
|
that God stands behind the ovents in the earthly Idngdom, and thorofore :
Tother could call this relationship invisitle, although the earthly |
Ihinzdom itself can be seon. lutker says: |

where God mulos the world tmough liis hoavenly and 1
hidden will and wrath the Eingdon of God is fnrviaibla,
A8 1% Imppens whon tyo with one anglilar are ot war, and
cne ig killed vwhile the other ramains living. ilo one
Imows o whal tine sadnpss, pestilence, war, shadling
of blood, the coming of the Turks or othor things will
occur. UTod plone Imows this. . . « Chprist also yules
in thisg hiddon and warovealed Icingdonm.

The rulers in the earthly idngdom thorefore are Uodls romresentatives

governing for in. They are Zod's jailors and haongmon, and Iiis divine

b Tather, "Predigh o= ittomch nach Iizaboth," A, LS, 280.

3 5
< Inc. cli,
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wrath o runish the wicked and preserve oubwand poace.(’ Thoreiore vilion

a rrinece wing o wor, e hes won 1% bocaunse Zod has boabton domm the othor.

L)
Iuthor sar that this vms also true in the wvictories of the Turis.! In

onmzoring the question as to whother soldiors can also be saved, Iurthor

cplains:

Por the hand thab wields this asword and slgys with 1t is then
no ore man's hamd, but Codl's, and 1t is not man, but God
viho hangs, tortures, bohoads, 615'[5 and fights. A1l thoss
axe iHg worlks axd Mis Judgmants.

S S DT ——

ST ——

This wity wivlch the lzingdoms have with one ancthor, Lecause thoir ruler
and IZing is none other than Chriel the King is nicely sumarized in theso

words of I

R T S—— Y —

Chrigt our Nedooney is according o ifis divinlity Tord
over cuporors, kings; princes, and lords, over angels,
and devils, and in guory over all which is grealt, high,
gaell, 2nd low in heaven and carth, Io i3 not only tho
head of the congregotion and the Christian Chureh, as

llg later said, tub Hc also reigne over comerors and kings
ard over the ontire sarthly lkingdom on carth. Io hgs all
things in Hig haxi—ypowor, angols, devils, awxi mon.

Loy and Gospel

Just as Inthor considered the proper distincticn bolweoen Iaur and

Cospol. tasic to all tihoological consideration, so he found it ossentiel |

to malze a siwilar distincition betieen the wwo idngdoas. These two

6 Tlartin Tuther, "Sseular Authority," Works of Martin Iuther, cdited
Ly Charles 1, Jazobs (FPhiladelphia: ahionborz TPross, 1931), Iif, 258.
Lercaftrr cited s i

¥ Arno Deutelmoser, Iuther Steat und Glaube (Jenz: Dugen Dicderichs
Vcrlng, 1937)’ T 92- ih

g Ivther, Wiethar Soldiers, too, can te Saved,® Ik, V, 36.

? Inthor, "Predigh o= Ilitiwoch nach Tlizabsth," i, 145, 291.
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«belong closoly togethor, axl the comection betireon tho o should not
bo digrogarded.l0 Vingron believos thab whnt Inthor meons by the earthly
Idingdon and tho spiritual Mingdom is nol cloor apart from Intherts viow
ef Taw and Cospel.lt le camob, of course, go into any dotail on Tather!s
concopt of Iawr and Gospol in this paper, bub in comweelion with the tro
Idngdoms we shall point out the main relabtionships bokreon the Two concepts.

Althoush ono caxmob malio the Gospol coiparable to the ldngdom of
CGod, amd the Lawr comperable to the Iingdon of the world, it must be socen
that tho comeaction of Lowr and the eaxrthly lkingdom is vary close, and
tic relationsidin betuomn the Gospel and the lfingdon of God is not to e
ovortooked. e Tuthor mainbained Shat the Law oo given for the sake of
Hhe wrighbacus, 88 Jbe Fowl wroe to Timothy, in I Timotly 1:9.13 ilios- ;
ever, without tho sword the lowr ig useloss, and without the sword the
ovil would increase, ingmite of the law, Therofore luther mointained
that the Lawr and the s}f:m-d wers bound togothor with one mniﬁzer.m The
1oy only promoteos clvil righboousness wiklch is rovelant in courts and

tofore nen as an adomuabo rightoocusness. This righboousness, howover,

romning earthly, amxi is concarned only with carthiy affairs, and the

-~ - - r
doing of poou P T

)

10 ruther, "Ihe Sormon on dho Mounms,® AR, IXT, 105.

L oustar tingren, IZuthor on Vocatlon, translated by Caxl C. Rastmissen
(Philadolphia: Iuhlonbors Pross, . 5 Dakla

12 Iﬂn‘-, 92. EE-_E., De 1&5-
13 Iuathor, "Socwlar futhority,” 1L, III, 235,
U Tuthor, "Douberono:im: Tosi cw: amababionibug," WA, 1, 665.

15 Wingren, op. Cites; Pe 5.
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A1l 1o are not Clistiang arve vnder the law, for they Lelong to
he ldngdon of the worldd0 Thus the 1w with its vower fron e sword
maindaing order in the world. Iuther says:

If it wore 0% So, scoing that the wiwle world is evil

and that zmong thousands thore is scarcoly one true Clotist—

ian, men would dovour one anoiher, and no onc could pre-

axrve wife and child, support hiigeld r:.r-.:l_r orve God; end
thus the world would LYo reducsd to chaos.—

ilere Imther is spealding of tho usus politicus.

It is also the Juby of the Cimrel: to preaci: the laov, so that the

noople come Lo & vrecogwition of Their sin, and, lmoring their shouo,
- g ey v = s < %
seelk grace in Cluish. Y Untll the consummation, therefore, the Cihmrch

v .

st preach Uhe low 25 usus elenchiicus so thet the Gospol night be

precchad vo then foy their convorsion. leoither is the torbtius usus

to be discarded for the old man wwithin the Clivdistien combiaually atlompts

o drive hin inbo sin. The law therofore 1s necoasary bacuzge of gin,
and as such is.not o intezeal part of the spirituagl kingdom which con-

corns Ligold with righteousness and the forglving of sing. In spoalding

of the spiritual ldingdonm and the law, Lather was alls to say: Yhe who has

the lor must renain oubside.tld
In Inther o sriritual kingdon is identified wiih tho CGospel.2d
Tio ona can recognise God thvough tho law, ut alone through the Spirid

and tho word of the Jospel. I is through tho Gospol that one roceives

16 Tuthor, “Soouler Authority,® B, IiI, 235,

7 Ioc. Cite

18 Tuther, "Prodigh an Iibtwoch mach Tizabeti,® WA, NS, 273.

19 rubher, "Predigh an 19, Sonmteg moch Trimlbotis,” A, 15, 698.

20 Yernor lert, lorholozic des Tuthertums (Thonchen: Ce H.
Boclttsahio. Vorlens a5 55 T




poace, wwrush, and coufort of heard, and comes inbo the lkingdon of God.
21

Tiris the low cammot <do. Zightoousness wiich poople hava in tho miritual

mingdon doos not ardse fron leoping the laww, tabt it cones dom fron hcaven

thwoughh Chrigt. The Icingdon of Chvist is ralod not Ty tho law, ut by
4 22

the CGogspel. The splritual lingdon and the Gospel do nob concern thom=

-—

solves with the trivialities of the sarthly opdon. They have thoir

winds sot on the things of God. Iather thoreforo soys:

Tho Gospel doca not wrouble ivsslf with such mabiors,

It teuches the right rolotion of The heart to Cod. « »
o {Grwrist) is bolling then (the disciples) o live

and to hohiave bafore Sod and in the world with their
hoord depandent upon God and unintorested in things like
saculo 3,;372.:: or govermuasitt, poser, punisiriont, onger or
POV,

Iy distingishing the lkkingdom of the lmr fyrom tho kingdon of the Cospel
ghor would not hore infor that thoe Chrisiion should separate Litgelf

from the world. Ihis was the evror of tho monks. o moans, howsvar, thet '
the Zospel sheould ot be mody 5o take the plece of the law, as tho a
Sntinsiosts were attommting to mut in offect. Tho Christ iz to serve the

Staba, so thai othors might be helped. For hingolf the Christion is un-

imborested in the savthily kingdom, tub for the scia of his noilihibor le :

ComoL JC.

in what covcarns you amxd yours, you govorn yourself ly the
Zospol enxd sufior injustice for yowrself as & truae Chrvistiang
in vhat concerns obthors and belongs to them, you govorn
yoursoll according to love and suffer no injustice for your
neighborta geko; tivis the gyspel does not Torkid, bubt ratber
comends In anobhior ploce. ™

2 o~ = ] - Y - 3 s 3 7 -
2L tum or, "Prodish on 22, Sommbeg uzeh Trinitatis,® WA, 13, 725.

2 ) 0 - ., -
23 T », NTho Sormen on the lound,® AB, II, 100.

Lathor, “Seoular Authorily,® ulll, IIX, 242, :
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Tho Darthly Kingdoutls Sorvice to the Spiritucl Kinzdon

The o ldngdons complonient one anothor and tphold ong another
so thab they coan carry oub theolr taslhs moslh officlontiy. The carbthly
IZingdom gsovves tho spirdtual kkinzdon in maldng possibls the rrcaching

of thie Cogpel, for tim corthly kingdom prevonis cheog, ond in so doing

-

wrry gy Ty v et Tn'F 3
noizas posgibie the

panchiing of the Cospel, for the Cospol caumod te

- - QL 3 "= LA -
wreachied in chaos.”” One michb say theb tho em-thly kinglom sorves

ctornol 1ifs by maintaining pogce in the worl Lithout tho eard

711'-
Iindon there would be 1o roonk o tozeh Golls word and to resy ciiid-

- - - P -, L2 P
in tho foar of Cod and Ilis disciplino (Eph. _6:!;).‘-6 Hleither would

the childron of God be given tho opportunity to practice thoir salvetion

- . " - ’, 3 1)
in thoixr vecious vocabions.of Tho ov:z.'..'. would tronple the zood. The
Chwigtians wonld bo as ghesp azong wolves and would ba praventod from

mracticing thely Chrisbianity and corrying out their dubics to theoir

Croctor. The earthly Idngdom afso has to protoct tho true Chiristians
fron tho attacls of the foise Christians, for there are many wiclkod

people o use the neme (Updsbian and .?.'a.ﬁse tine frocdom of thoe Gospal,

sayiug that thoy are subject neoither o the lor nor the sword.:
The Spirituel Kingdon's Service Lo the Barthly Kingdon

Tabher belioved thoet next to tho office of tho ministry the ad-

mhrdisgtration of '."or_.dly authority was the highost gervice of uod and

Zaisor Verlas 1933 Te 100

25 Iml, _:1.?.. 92.2-, De 5!;-
;g’ Iather, "Pgalm §2,Y A__Er:, XrrI, hS.
Dorold Don, Imthors Lohre von don mroel Zelchion (’3:enchions Chr.
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thie noat useful office on eorth 28 Tn spito of thisg igh coraeilalblon

of govemmuond he elso sav Lt s a "ieggor's fur and a plepled ol with

IR Rl aL R I taabt Ui

The pox and masles."29 It wos thus beeause of thie Lppious men viw Pan

it, thorefore it wos necsusary for tha plous men Yo Itcer it functioning.

The spiritual ldingdon rust come to the &id of the carthly ldingdon. That
the citizenry be kept in linc Luthor says:

Mrst we nroy fov worldly suthoriyy, for this is the
o5t nacessaxy in tho world, that oue has a strong
worldly covermuent. Tho world conmob Lo ruled by the
Cospel for tho loxd is so giall and narvow that only
2 four accopb 1t while thousends do not, The whwores
and ovil people must hiave o 1-:o§a~;’-.h* aguword for the Ilioly
ordrit has only a gaell crowd.

NP ———

Thoge within tho gpiribtual Idingdom mmsh 2lso pray for the cumaror

e Wy

50 that he would be granted mch grace by God to rule wisoly and thus

s -

- -
"

uaintain poaco. lioither should one doubb that the mayers of the falin-
ful. hely o ieep the peace, for proyer is a greab power, b God is still
groabor and hoars the mroyers of ilis p@o;}le.:;?" Jhom o var Juas come, the
Cixistien is more cctive than over in his vrayer i2fo. Ixther in his 90n .
Jar Againgt the Twi" uagnificently oxpresses his concept of var and its

oubconas
dinee the Turl: is tiwo rod of tipe wrath of the lord our |
God and tho servent of the x»aging dovil, tho firsgt thing
to ba dome is to omibte the dowvil, and tale the rod out of
God's land. . . » If the Turiz's god, the dovil, is not
Tirat beaton, there is reagon o fear chat the Twrk will
not be so cogy to Loal. « « o low tho dovil io a spirid,
Wwho camot be Leaben with armor, guns, horses, and nen,

28 Doutelmoser, ope cite, pe 09.

29 Tathor, “Paain 101" AR, XTII, 207
30 imthor, "Predigt vober I Tim. 1:18," i, 17, I, 9.
31 1., p. 150.
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and CGod's sweabh connot Lo v.."_lc;zad iy thole o« » » Ciristion
weopons and powor mmsh do it.32

The Caristian's woapons and powes mondioned Ly Mlurs xo roneiance

and proyor, ILvery pastor is to exhort the poople mosb dili zensly to

ropont of thoir mmborless sins and ingroaditude, and 4o pray thot God

would net destroy them as e did the poople in the Flood and tho ine-

hatitents of Sodom and Cemorrsh.>3  Tuther also adviges how this praying

ougiit to to done:

I% might, indeed, Lz of gome use tc have the peorple,
especially the younz poople, sing the Iitany at mass
or vespers or in the church after Uho gormon, nro—
vided that overyone, av hose, by himgeld, constautly
raised to Chovist ot leash & sigh of tho hwart for
orace bo lead & bebtor 1ifa and for help against the
Torize I om nol spealding of mch long preying, bub of
Troquont rief sighs, in one o two words, such as

%0 holp us, dear God tho Fathwoxrs; have _nercy on us,
doar Loml Jesus Ciwistl oy the 1:11:3.31‘

The Idngdoms, therofors, with their individust tasis comploment

ono another, and he'n one another Yo cxist. Iuthor sums it up in Hds

s

nore

The one to roduce pilety, the othor to Laing avoub
axbtorngl poace ol prevens ovil deods; neithor is
sufficiont in the world without the obther. Ior no

one can becone plous boforo God by means of the socular
povertriant, without Christ's gpmiritual rels. ¢ .+ .
ihere, on the othor hond, the sgpivitual goverient
rules zlone ovor thie lamd and peovie, there evil is
given froc rolgn and theo door is opened for every kKing
of Imavory: for the notural yorld conmopt roceive or

‘commrobiond spiritual things.”

32 Tuther, "On Wer Against the Turis,® iLL, V, 89.
33 mwd., p. 90.

3% Ihid., p. 9.

35 Tuthor, "Secwlar Aublorily,” i@, III, 237.
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Sin

Doth Imingdoms dool with sin. Iovever thoy doal with it

in o differond

namore. <Lhe carthly kingdom handles it by constralning and mroventing
it. This is the ong and spocial objeet of the civil govermient. Sinece

L o eamde
L8 800

n opposition to sin lmther was allle to sy that God went tho

povermient to te lile a gymiol of true salvation, & pantomine or masi: of

i spiritual !:.‘:.11;_‘;{10:.1.36

raneta 3
e o

eerthly

. -
Ty oy
-

Idinzdon Satan hinsolf ig not

ingdon, trying to twrm oxxlor into chaos.

wite noble, lolty, end princely wvirbtues. The dovll is oc

37

It isg in this respect that the carithly kingdon

singdon, just as he and his lkingdom aro actlve in the spiritunol
oovar, in the carthly

attacksd, as In Lhe spiritual Idingdon, tab

ratlwr bthe insirumeonts which Sctan uses are atiacked. Thus the carthly

ldngdon teats doma the Turks ond the peasants for Sabtan uses them to upsat

the oxder in the world. This carthly kingdon is actually a bloody office,

for love 1z nob procticed, ut the sword is used to suidue the powvers

whiel wrould eab one anothor. 39 Inthor r.\'_.c"""*cs tho cartl

dealing with sin in these graphlic words:

it -.aaps 2 man's tody, so that not axgyrono gy sloy I
it leops a man's wife, so that not a’vuryom ua:f sa:zo
and defile hor; it lcops a man's child, his daughtor
or son, g5 thet nod evoryens may caryy them oway axd
sbeal thonm; 1t I:oeps o uan's house so that not every-
ono may treal in and comrdd outrage thore; it lkoeps a

36 Jasbhor, YPsalm 82," AL, ¥IIT, 91

37 Iuthor, "Seoular Authority," BT, III, 237.

38 Tan, ove cite; »e 29.

39 1 Iather, "Prodight in dor Schlosskircho su lioinax,” W,

n.5Y The earthly iingdon thorefore iteeps men from tecoxing beosts

thly Icinsdon

10, I3,

e T ——
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man's Tlields and catble and all Iils joods, so that oot
averyone mny abiacl: and gteal and rob and dumiage thaz. 0

2.7 3=

The spiritual ldngdon deals with sin differcontly from the earihly
kingdon, for ingtoad of subduving sin, it forglves sin. As in tho carthly
Idingdeon, Satan, the groat ond porerful lord, emperor, and mrince of the
world, along withh his poverful lordas and pohaiatos, is trying to uusch
the spiritual kingdom and maize God's poople his paop].c.hl satan produces
all sorts of crror, cuporstition, and falge teaching in tho spiriia
linzdon, causing davimess, blindnosa, hardoned heoarts, lies, and unbelice

’ . - - by on KX s - - - -
in pooplo b2 Opposite to this kingdon of Saton, this kdngdom of derlmiass,

is the kingdom of Chwist, the Idngdom of ligiii. Iy s victory over sin,
death, and Sebtan Chadist grants unto the poople enchalned by Sabon freoecdon
through tho Coapel. Christ, the oxalied Cne, reigns through s Spirit
ond vanquishes sin and sayss’ "Arige rotinr, Lo coforiod, bave no
ammcioby. ™3 Ohrist haos ovarcono the world and Saton, ol now ilo Maalos
cimersg, saints, and doad men live, and davmed men saved, and the devills
childron Godls ehildron.™ Tims Chrigt $ol:es men oub of the IZingdon of
Saten and incordorates them into IHs 'Hingdon. Christ contimies Yo reign
and %o rule in their hoarts so that Satan clor_:‘s wot come upon thon, find

thelir woaimosses, and pall them out of the kkingdon of light into the ldng-

dom which is hisy the Idngdon of darlmess.

e

0 muthor, ton tar Against the Turk,® @I, V, 150.
M nuthor, "Prodigt an Mibbrooh nach Missboth,® @, LS, 267.

U3 ragnor, mivete Prodigh ucbor dle Dptstel Jorezian 23: §-0," i, 20, 560.

bh rother, A Sermon on Hoeping Children in School,” i@, IV, 159.
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The Chitistion and the WNo llzstors

person of some sort. Iz lives in both lingdoms, and as 2 monbor of toth
his ig tounl to serve both. This sorving of Giro mpsbors ig not &= i
possiblity, as the serving of Cod and wommon is (Matt. 6:2L), for the
two nogters arve not nt cdds with one anothor, ot are woritng iogwthor,

o Chwiatian, hosever, reclisos thabt DNomans 13:1 st bo scon in the

L

aed

ieht of the words of St. Peber amd tho apostles to the comneil of the

l

.
;
l
As was montionxd before; a Chrvistion camwt avoid being 2 sscular
|

. > 2, 3 LJ - ' L} "
high priost: o mmal oboy CGod »ather than men {Acts 5:29).1“ The

sarthly ldngdon camot infrringe upon the “zith of o —an., DIvery =an is

rogponsible for his om faith, ond ho must see o it that he belloves
1":?.5;21112;y.’46

The Clrtistian, however, realizes that he mmst sulject himgelf to
tho povers of the authority above him. The Chrisbian does not seck
his om glory, for ks is ‘gmad, 28 lg noncys and can only domma him.
Ho seolts instoad Yo give honor and plory to Cod oclone by his otadionceo

to the authoritles.t? In glorifying Sod tho Chwistian sccks to savve,

T T S - T B e e ¥ N e o W T P L SOy

not hingelf, tub othors, as Inthor saysg:

Tho vhole gpirit of his ife impols him to do oven that
which he noad no"c.1 Lgu, b which is profitalls wml nacessayy
for his noizhbor.

3
55 Taiher, "Secular Authority,? 18N, IIT, 257.

46 tigq., ». 253,

47 Tuther, "On War Ageinst the Tuel," T, V, 70.

43 fngher, "Socular Aubhority,? iIL, TIZ, 239.
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Pws the Chisticn doas not go o court nor use the sword against anothor
Christion, for this is in antithosis to the love which Christizns have
for their feollomen. The cxmaple here for the Chwigbiar is Chadgl (b
self who did ot use the gword, and tho warning is David, who was not
porritted o bulid the Tenple beczuse he had torna the sword. Y Iuther
gees bhal the foilure of & Christian to show fowve to his naighbor is in
anbithesio o love and agoinst thie direct conrand off Cwist to sorve She
neighbor.50

The Clrrlgbian alweys ronains in scrvice to his noighbor and obedient
Yo the outhority. Vhon the authority beconpes dictabtorial and nolkos tho
Tifa of the Christian unpleasant, ho -is not to rebel und atiomt to
overthror the govoermment. In writing to the Swnblan peasancs, Iathor
doclaress

It is the Chrigtian law . « « B0 zZivo up life axl property

and Jot who tales it talw it we have encuply in-ox Tord,
who will not lezve us, as le hes ypromised, sulfering,

suffeorings cx-oggi, crosgl —This and nothing elso, is tho
Chrigbion Zawr.~

The Chaistian, therefore, :mst romain obedient and reolize that Te
wicked tyrant ig more tolerable then o tad wor.'Y2 For Iuthor whis wos
self-ovident from exporience axul common sense. <ho moblen, howover,
then arises as o vhat o Cudstian should do when the tyrent will no

lomor tolerate tho Cospel. Iuther's rother immractical answor was

Ibid. 3 Pe 23!3-

ther, "Predigh in der Schlossiircho mu Ueimar,® ¥\, 10, IIT, 302.

78 &
E

Tathor, “An Adwonition 4o Feoace,™ 1L, IV, 231.

Lo
)

Inzthor, "ihothor Solllura, too can be Seved,® ML, V. L7.
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that tho Curlstions should £lco to cnobthor princedon whors tho Cospol

is precchad. Tubhor came to this conclusicn from The words of Christ

in 5t. Magb. 10:23: 9if they persecube you in one city floe into anoﬁler."-ﬁ
Thig, of course, was spoken Lo Tho disciples 2s thay were sent out ©o

do misglonary work, end tlms tho application of this passage to formors

ad laborers Ls nob too £itting., Inther does conccde, however, thot if

a mllar becones nad he should bo disposed of, for the light of reason has

gone oub of him, and hio dons not oven lmow that he is doing woz*.:;.sz‘

Office and Person

n sorving bobth God and the authority of the socular gowamment,

;A.

A Cristion mist not Lo only pascive, buab iz iz Yo iole an active part

In the munaning of the state. To understord how a Chrdistian is ablo to

be o gorvent of the state, one muab Imow the differontiation Iubthor

nalres bobween "person® and Yoffico," TFerson to Lubher ig uhot a nan

rl
ig coran Do0.05 Therefore, by hingelf a Christion does not suwear or

axorcise oy enger. Xt is to tho person, with no

toughta of offica,
to vhon Clurist sponls whon Ho tolla Clreistions ohad thoy should do for
ona -'.'.no{'.’:mr.ss Ag an incwstont of an offico, howowver, tho posiiion is
difforont, for here not the men twd the occupation is considered, the

work omd not ihe door > Iore 4t is mob the person, b God woridng

53 __Im__ e 3 De Lh.
* tos, ctt.

52 Gowdon Rupp, The Rigiboousnoss of Cod (Tomdon: Iiodder and Staughton,
1953), p. 290, e

g.g inthae, "Tho Sermon on the Ilound,® AL, XXI, 3106. :
Tnthaw, "ihether Soldicrs, too, can be Soved," 1A, V, 3h.
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through hinm wiw hangs, torburos, Lohewads, strangles, and does batile. 58

llore oabths ave douanded and anger is praciiced. A Clistian is alweays

in officau, no matbor what hxip station in life might be. Offices avro

instituted in the world so that btin

ough then the oxderly uso of ereation

is corvied on. Thorofore o porson vwiho is a fathor ig in officeo.

A Christian, thoroefore, may carvy on all sorts of sccular Lusincss—

L - i 3 geelest sun. Teads 3 i
not as & Cwristicn b as & ssonlar

worgun--itile his heoart

maing pure

in his Christionify, as Christ donox 3.59 It is noturel, of course,

that o Chwistion vonld avold those stations whlch are sinful, but he

should soc thet he is undor cbligation 4o serve tho gucrd Ly whatever

noens he can 90 T4 35 nob wrong for a Chrisulan Yo te a juige, soldicr,

o hanguan, for in this office he is serving God, and honoring IEa.

Hbhor pubs 1t in thase srords:

Therefore we should cherish tho sword or Gho govermmont. « « »
A3 2 man can gerve God in the stete of matrinoiy, in husbandy,

or at & trade, for tho bensfilb
gerve itin if nocessily demend;

of his fellomon, and sy
Just so he can also s@'vVO

dod in e State and ghould serwve i there il the nocessities

of his neighlor demand i5; for
and worimon to punmish the owvil

the State is Godls aaar.:’.nt
ol protect the good.

e

me question then arises &s to

what the Chxristian is to do in the

case of a var. Iero Iuther malos the disztinction bolien the jush and

5C Tathor, "Tho Sermon on the Lound," AL, XXI, 113.

r
59 ".ﬁlm, Sps -G-:I-i';_g, Tie Ta

60 ythor, "Sooular Authority," i, IIT, 2hl.

61 Tid., p. 245,
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51
tho unjust wer. ALl wers are wrong and a thing of Wie devil, wup if in
a wiar it 1s nocossary o help sowesns, the Christian is to come to his
PP i D2 .
aid, scolding vengeoanco, Jjusilce, and protectlon. Inghor counsels the
Clavigtians
And in such a war it ig a Chrigtian act and an act of love
confidently vo 1511, rob, exxd pillage the onouy, and to do
everybhing thot can injure hin ug’gz.l one heg conquored him
according to the mothods of war.
Inthor sow Drom T nay oxaples in Whwe Dible thet it was nob wrong
Tor the Ciristian to wage war, if 1t wore done for dthe bonefit of the

neighbor, for only if the world were truly Clrisbian would princas; idngs,

lords, and swords Lo mnnecessary, for the oly Spirit would be in their

warts instructing then and causing then to wrong no one, to love every—
*
ons, willing and cheerful o suffer injustico and even d.oa'i‘.h.c’*

iAn unjust vmr, howewver, is o different matber. Iuthor insisted

Ut a porson in the military who is lod inbo an unjust wos is not to
go to battle, oven though it moans o loss of prestige for 3"_7:3-65 ilo
also nade it clear that he vhwo gtarts a war is wrong, and it is jush
thot ho who first drors tho sirordd shall be dercaﬁcd.éﬁ And g Chvistian
not oniy does not gtart war axd wrest, bt does ovaryihing in Iis

power to givo help and counsol to the side of peaca viiorever he can,.

G2 Ibids, e 2it7.
63 1iad., p. 270.
& ftid., p. 23h.

05 tuthor, Mihether Soidiers, boo, can bo Savod," N, V, 66.

66 Ti4d., p. 56.

“inTetl
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This ho doos cvon if the war has been a jusht wier 07 Inthorts wihwole
atbitude on woar might be swmarited in these his vords:
Vars of degiro are of the dovil; Cod give him no good

fortune! The warg of necossity are hunman misfortunes
God holp in thom! !

67 Iather, "The Sormon on the Iount," AU, XTI, Lo.

63 Iuthor, "ihethor Soldiors, oo can be Saved," i, V, 59.
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The Govornuent

Tho clagsic statenont of the goverment of the Unitod States con~
comiing spiritual unatbors is in the firat articlo of tha sneixkaeonts
bo the Congbitution, It reads as foliows:
Trocdon of roligion, spoech, of the press, and the ri _;1 1t :
o pebition. Covuro.ss shall nalse no Xowr roprosenting
osbalilishnont of roligion, or pwohilkiting tho froo o:'er-
cive thorooi; o ).u‘i.".!.(lf,.:.:’l{: the feoedom of speoch 3 or of .
the pross; or the right of the poorde pr..cnau'!;,f o aso-
anblo, and to petition the Covorment for a redross of
criovonces.

Tho Christian in the Unibtod Statos is in no mamor restrictod firon
expressing and proclaiming the Coopol. Howowver, the first articlo of
tho Constitution has baen .n.nunr;mted in may weys. Goneyally it is
held o moan that there is to be o complete separation of Cnuwrch and
Gvate. Thip intorpretation has boen sSean in the strong opposition o
“he appointizont of an ambassador to tiie Vatican, and most recently in
the omission of the quostion on raligion in tho national census.t
Vory foir wonld disagree with the idea tholb theore is to be 2 corplote
soparabion of Ghe Chwwrch and Uhe Stats, btut the dogree of this separation
a8 alygys been 2 problon with the Undied States. This is Wlbinatoly
Insore the protlom in this country rosis. Iowovar, since this paper does

not deal uith the position of the official Clmwen in the ralation to the

1 13960 Gonsus to Omit Cuostion on Religion," The Inthoran iHtnoss
(Jamuery 1h, 1958), p. 19.
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leicl Govermment, tub rather of the individual Chrigtion Yo the
seculay anthority, 1t chall sufiice to say that the positlion of tho
overmrumt o Lo Unltol Sbtobtes is in no woy contradictory o Iagherts

concept of Gho carthily Idngdom and Lts Dunctions.

Tho Twro IEngdoms and tho INssowri Sy

The Iuathoran Ohuprch---iligsouri Synod in its "Briof Siobamsnithe
affirag that "both Churech and Stabe are ordimsncos of God, yobt they mst
not Le compningled.! IHowever, haore and in ths otiicr ofiicizl papors of
the Jgsomrd Synod there is no donial that Imther's viar on this nottor
i the "iruce Seripbural concaption of the rolation bobivcen Clnirch and
Staba.3 Tho ligsouri Synod is vory consisbont in Lollosing Iatherls

concept of the separation of the Gwo kingdons, bub it is alioys avera

that YLEf corplotely separated thore would be reason o foor that thore
wold Lo a weakeasing of them botho'M The Iasouri Symod siso realizes
that mch of the concern of Clnch and State is 'recent and nakeshifl
in develomont! and ps such must ve view with caution &nd acceptod only
aftor thoroush sbmtf.g

The position of tho lisgouri Symod is swmmariged in theso words

of Dp. Thoodore Groclnoxr:

2 [Trens Ple 2h Deiof Stotoment of thwo Doctrinal Position of
» . .. 2 - - - 3
the Bv, Inthorsn Symod of Iligsouri, Chio, and Other States,! Doctrinal
Declorotion (9%. Iouis: Concordia Pulilishisng House), pe She

Theo loyor, *Clmurch and State," Tho .amgl- g tiord, odited Ly
Thoodore Laetach fm;. Louis: Concordia Fomit ng flouse, 1947), II, 503,

L Hrpest B, loenker, "The Two Roolms and the 'Soparation of Ciamrch
and Stabe' in American Socledy," Uonsordia Thoological lonthily, IXVIX
(Jammaxy 1956), 9. »

5 :':tﬁ-d. 5 p- 3.
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The pwinciple of separciion of Church ond Stave as laid
dorm in Seripturo is viclated: a. Ukon the State uses ilts
poreras—-the laws, officers of the 1w, courts of lmw, finos,
inprisonnents, and other penalidles—io compel adhieronce

to cortain doctring, & corbain fora of worship, or observoico
of corbain corcwitdes, or to fortid these; L. whon the Cmarch
uses its spiritusl povor to campol adherence of 1t membeors
o o cortain foima of governuent, or absolves then from
otediones to o certain sbate or rulor, or causcs theo Stabts

to use its political or pelice porors o conpel membors of
the Cmpch to perform thelr roligious dubies, or molie usge

of iLs power of smmbers or infiuvones Lo tring atoub civil

-3 o fual

ezislation thet will compel cliiszens to conloma tg tho

concopvions of rizht and wwrong lield Yy €he Church.

"Iy

Tho IHsgowrl Synod also realizes that the Christian vecabtion re—

quirecs that a man be o responsiblo porticipent in af'fairs of state, for

«}
e too can congtructively aid Ibs mi;;‘::l:or.{ Tiris is perhops nob stressed

as mweh ag It nighl be, houover, D, Uracitner, in the abovo-montioncd

aroiclo, drives this polnt howmo in those words:

As hmervlcan Chyvigtions vie heve a dual chawesctar. The
Cla-istion judge ney senbonce o ithe pemisentiary on lion—
day womiing a wan wiwa he had vobted to absolve from hig
ging on Sundoy ab a congregational meeting. And he may
grant a divorge, a8 a Jjudge, to a counlo on tho grounds
Hiat aro ot wvarranted in Sceripture and vobe for the
cxcozantication of tho saue guilty party {or porties)
ab the noxt uceting of the congrogation. In tids thore
is porfoct consistoncy. The Shate deels with criuws,
nob with sins; v Claueh deals with sina alones Th
teaching of ouwe Church: on this point is Beoutifel in its
iumlicity.Y

Tims the Inthoran Cnwch-—Ogsowri Synod has carried oub ‘the
ineiples of futhor's concept of tiw two lsingdoms as closely as is

possiblo in a democratic socioby.

6 [noodord G Facimer], "Gurch and State," The Iuthoren iintess
w (Fﬂln'm 25, 1936)’ 50.

7
8

:foefnlwl.‘, _?2. ci'bg, 1le l2.

G‘I‘ﬂﬂm, 92- E_-'Lt'_., De 50-




CIAPTER VIIX

SULTARY A'D COICLUSIUS

In studying the Seriptwros lartin Inthor found it difficuld to
wlerstand just hww a Christian was to comxiuet himself in the world,
Tho Sermon on the Mount did not geem o coincide with the wetions of

s O KT

may of tho Hiblical saints. Ilo wonderod how one could live up %o the

adonitions of the Sermnon on the llount aad gstill ecaryy oub the iwords

£

of 5t. Faxl in fomans 13. Dven the acitlvity of Christ did not scon to
colncide with whal e hind $old Ha discipnles.
The Clmrech dld mot holp ‘author. o was corboin that it wes in

orror. lLoTever, the more ho worked with tho Scriptures, the more ho
caie to realizae that the oy to the solwving of the riddic vms the foct
That the Christian vas subjoct to Giro difforent roalns——a realm yiwich

a _a=

included overyorc and a realn which consigsted only of Chrisiians. Iuthor
s&7 that with the two difforent kingdoms the whole Hiblicel mosssge to
man £its inbto place, and o viawr of tho tie ldingdous was necessay o
understand propoerly the liblical nwossage.

The kingdom of wirich all people are members is tho cartidly isingdom.
The earthly kingdom is temporal., "It tms foundod by Cod afbor man foll
into gin. I¥s puarpose id Yo lcep the grosu ouvturuic of sin in chock,
so that men do not tecond wild beasts and dovour onc pnother. IL promotes
paace and upholds order. Tho spiritual kingdom, on tho other hanxl, is
cozposed only of Cmyistiong. It is in this ldngdom that Chnist has not
delegated s anthority to others, b o rulos dircetly ovor Ihs fodithiul
poople. This kingdom camol ©o soon, but it is, instead, a lingdom of
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faith, a IzZinzdon whore gins arve forgiven amnd gtornal life is obbained,

Yhese tiro ldngdoms aro as difforent as heaven anxd carth and
o distinguished from ong another carefully, so thiab the orors of the
Fopdiots ol the Dnbimsiasts are avoided. The spiritual Hngdom, as o
mingdon of faith, does not concorn itself with offices and positions
of honor, whillie Uhe eavihly ldngdom must have authoritics and rulers.
10 spiritual ™ingdon uses only tho Word, while the sarthly lringdom has
e ogword for Ltvs vower. The gpiribual kingdom is a lkingdom of grace
and forpgivencas and Gea’ls with e wmatiars of tho soul, while the carthly
Idnsdom 45 a Idingdo: of reason anw’ comot ov-rstop ils Ttounds in dealing
Wwith meve thon tho oubwoard mainioncnco of order ond psuco.

e too Idngdous are nob, howevor, o be scen in opnosition to one
anothor, for tlgy, top, are unified and corploment one another, They
Lol have been founded Ly God, ond e stands behind both of them up-

holding them. They sorvo one another; the spiritual. ldngdon protecting

upronching of the Cospel Ty naintaining poace ami prevonting chezos. Ioth:
Icingdons deal. with sin, although in different mommeors., <=l spiritual
Idngdon offors forgivenoss of sing, vmile the exwbhiy lingdom subdnos |
sine. Thio biwo kingdoms also have a voinb of contact in thab both have
Cihristians as nomiers.

The Christlaon st wcalizo that he isg in both Idngdoms, and not

only is he obodiont to the woxds of St, Faul in Ilomons 13, but he mugb

2lso bear in mind the words of 3t. Peter in Acts 5. The Christion is
not to rebel azeinst the authoritics, nor is he to fght in an wnjust
war. o mmst not, houovar, neglect to serve hils fellownan in the ocarthly
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Izingdon by serving in official copacitios or in oy oty mumer, oo long

-

S, |
b1

12 can do it withoud sinmning.

141
[ 2]

in loolding ab the Luthoron Chrch-—-Agsowri Symod vie have seen thab

it has wainbained the fundasental concepts of Iuther's teaching on the

o Idnpdoms. The lissourl Symod, howovar, is alwgys faced with the task
of re-cuaaining iLte position Lo seo that it is maintaining tho propor

Jeriptural oppronch for its meombors as they live in the world. It should
lool: at this insight of luther's as a magnificent gift, and atrive o
make 1% nore neandingfal to its people so thed God might be glorified

=T

Vil 00,
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