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CH/i.PTER I 

I 1'.i1RODUCTION 

'fhe Problem 0£ Jlnecoluthe 1n the Pauline Co1'"pus 

, ny ~ i t 1n , ot p,reat i mport must subject 1tsolf' in time 

to t he cloDe scrutiny ot· :tho studont, even t.hou,sh it may 

havo been intended oritiinally £or the interested ras<ier 

alone. A close l ook at the Pauline epistles indicates, in 

many 1nst· hcea at least, erammat:lcal inconsistencies of such 

a natur0 that the rneanirig · or the text is obscured to a sreat~ 

or or l e nser degree. 'l'he onacolutha in t he Pauline epistles 

present such~ problein, 

his p1•oblcm is ot interest to the student ot philolol}· y 

in genaral as uell as to tile student of theology_. For it is 

in the breach ot t ho rules of" concord '(that] is seon 
tho \·Jidest deviation f"rom classical (Groe!O orthodoxy. 
The evidence t.1hicb the LXX affords tor a relaxation or 
the rieorous requirements of Attic Greek 1n this ro-1 spect is f"ully oorne out by the contemporary papyri _. 

The pr~blem is turtlier cornplicatod by tho f act t.hat it is ,.. 

oxt? .. emeJ.y dil'f'icul t to establish any scientif'ic principle 

,!J.S a basis for ~·ouping tbo anaeolutha into clea r and dis~ 

t:Lnct clasaes_.2 Tho contusion of the gramrmrs in their 

1H • St. John 'l'hackeray as cited by Henry G. Uoocham • 
I,ir)rt; i'J:pm Ancient, I,ettore fNew York: The fiacm11lan co.• 
1923), P• 67. 

• 2" • T. Robortson,A Grammar Rt. ,the Greek r!ow Testament 
in the hi1t or flistorl"cal Resoarch~th edit;ion, Uew tor = 
d"eorge • or'ari Co., l92)), P• 4J6. , 
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definitions of what constitutes anocoluthon oubstantiates 

this. 

Tbe purpose or this paper is to shod o little light in 

the hitherto musty cornars or this subject. 

Definition and Limiti,tion o£ the Scope of the Problem 

It is i mpoasible to 11st, analyze or explain oll ot the 

anacolutha i n t he }>au.line corpus. Definitions 0£ t he term 

vary so widel y thut any grouping and listin~ on the bocis of 

socondary sou:t•cos i s impossible. To do so on the basis of 

the prirmry source is equally i.T-poosible sinco oo many of 

the br c ci:ms of cor1cord cle:fy definition. 

The s~udy is therefore luiited to the secondary sources 

e::cce pt i 11 t hose cases in which it is poaaible to examine the 

primary sources on the basis of agreement among the gr:am­

mariano a s to the nature o£ the problem. There 1s no at­

tempt to inte1•pret t ho problematical passago.s. Rat her, 

examples will be given us to how the reader might go about 

solving t he problems. 

The attempt is made to define anacoluthon 1n cenerol 

and to define and illustrate its various forms. The next 

step is to view tho anacolutha in the context or the:, Paul­

ine stylo, and t hen to examine his style and his anncolutbic 

peculiarities in the wider contaxt ot literature preceding 

his own and contemporanooua with it • . 
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no attempt is made to establish or ques1;1ou the genuine­

ness or t he e_,istloo tra<lit.ionally a ttributed to '?a"Ul. ·:e 
\·rorl: on t he assumption of Pauline authorship 0£ the epistles 

f r om iloumns tc, Philemon. •rhe e1>is tle to the Hebrews is 

excluder • 

1.'u;jor .,01.,rcos r,mcl General ?,iethod 

The ,rimary sources ar.e t he Greek ?le,·1 'l'est.c1Dents or 
I ostl e3 and ~,estcott :irld Hort.1• i."eotcott and Hort i::1 the 

t c.>...-t Nost .f:r•enuently cited by the gramrnars. : ~os·t va l uable 

~lllone the aec:onc:lary ~1ources have bee11 t h e grm11...r:1~r·a of Roi:>er~-

0011,5 ·1casc6 ::mci ·.li ner.? ·tadermacherS has the moot co111p1ete 

.. 
' . 2ber·h~1."d ~··cst le r1ovu;n Testament um Gx-aece (l81ih 

edition ; Stut1.; :,Ort : Tlri v!le~ierte ~\1bt•ttera6erf;ische Bibel­
anstal t , 19MU . 

. . 
I+ rorJke i•'oss ,._, • st.cott, a nd 1',enton John /mthon3,· Hort, 

edit~rs , ,:rJ11.:, ~ 1•e~1!!13:. in lJ!!_ Ori r;;inal Creek (aevised 
/1mer1c•, n adition; Uo, York; Ha1•p~r and Brothers, 1gg9). 

5nobortson , op. .!li!?.• 
6"'r.1edricn "Bl ass, }raramar of tfow Testament •.'.ireo.· .J 'tl 'Ems­

l a t ed by Hanr y St. John 'J.'huckeray (2nd revised on l en.1.arf~ed 
ed ition ; Loncion: Ma cn1111.an and Co., Limited, 1911). ,'\lso 
Grammatik des neutoatamontlichen Griechi,sch, edited by 
Albert l)ebrunnez· {9th e dition; G8t'tingan: Vaudenhoeck and 
iluprecht, 1954) • 

. 
7r~org Benec ict Uiraer, ! Grnmrnar g! the Idiom g! !!!£ 

t e,: .. estnment , edi~ed tm.ri translated by J:7Tenry 1'hayer 
ffit1 ec:l::rt.1on ; Jlndovcr: ·,:•arren F. Draper, 1889). 

gLud~ig adermacher, Neute~tamentliche Gr amma~ik: !!!§ 
Griechisch des neues l'estoments ln ~usarnmenhang rnit der 
Y'olkspra che 7'1'n llm1dbuch zum nouiii •l'astament, od1ted73°y Hans 
Liet?.ma1.,n (ist edition; 'tti6ingen: ,J. c. ii. ,1ohr Verlag, 1911), 
I, 1-27. 
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Burton's ar gwnent is more convincing. 

Thoueh the r equest thllt Paul ancl those with him should 
yielcl was not made by, b\tt because or, the £alse breth­
ren, he clearly saw that to grant the request t:ould be 
in e.t'i'ect t o surrender~ to· the latter. Hence the dative 
!1E1.~~ insteadcot S'c.l ouJ , corresponding to f,~ ~o::,f 
~•n.11 If OUj • 2 -" 

�~� 

'i'hia argument does not explain the olr a:way, but !!!!!! 

it to bring Paul's point home very skilfully. It must be 

recogni ?.ed, however, that the anacoluthon here .forces one to 

i mr>J.~ the antecedent a11c.l thereby rondera tlie passage most 

di£f'icult to interpret . 

2,5 . 
3urton , .2.2• ~•• P• 84. 

. . 



CrfiiPT i1 VI 

COHCLUSIOii 

, nncolut ha a re br -:-.aks in the (.rammaticnl structure of 

D se1tence . They occur as a result of the intervention of 

ar10ther t J.iout,ht l hich d i verts the attention of the \•7riter 

from t.he ors. «-ri nal thoue:ht or atructu1•e, or they ere eP!ployed 

i t enti onnl llr to hei p;h t en t he vividness or a ccent of the 

aub s"'fl : n t t ,1ought . 

ltl t : 01 ,;,h t 1ei r ve1•y irr e$1>lar nature defies a completely 

Gysl~ matic groupin~ , &!l:Jcolut.ha are to be distinguished from 

ot her irx·o!1 u.t1ri t i cs i n uamG1a t:l.ctil structm'"a ,-:hicb ·.-;ould be 

di!'f orontly defined , or which find such 81"'Gr.w.otical 1.-mrrant 

i n t he .Jt.en v1{ usage os t o be d i uqualified as bonn fide b1-.each 

or concord . 

Occuz·rences ot na colut ha ore common to t he s t yl e of the 

1·.'l.· iter s of t:1a merat ul n gili'ty :ind .fervid er.1otion or t he -Apos -

tle Paul. I nso.f:ir ~s t hey wore intentional on Paul's part, 

they serve to •ive :fox·ce a11d vitelity to his mesaa ~o . Inso­

f ar ao t hey were involuntary, t hey are to he explained by 

Paul's pri mory concern wi~h content rather than !2!.:r!; by his 

anxiet y i n moments of stross; by the marks of speech and 

rhetori c which his letters boro, since many of ther,1 were 

probably dicta ted; or by orrors or i11consistencies on the 

part 0£ tho secretar1ea to uhom he dictated. 
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The pr esence 0£ numerous similar anacolutha 1n the 

papyri letters i rul icatas that the Pauline anacolutha do no1; 

mark Paul a s unlearned or coarse but as one who shared ,"11th 

his cont empor r i es hmd t-Jith us) the right of mastery over 

gi~.auunc1r· f'o:i:-- t h o sake 0£ :forceful lant,-uae;e. 

The mnjori'ty of t . e anacolutha in the Pauline corpus 

doas not afi'ect t he undez·a"tanding or intarprctatioi'l 0£ the 

pos s&.':;c inv lved t o an::>' grc~t e.xter1t. This does not mean, 

houcver , t. a t t hey a ro a ny the less anacolutha nor a.ny the 

l ess fP.'~ a 1atically i nconsis tent and therefore e rammatically 

er-:roneoua. 

In i nstances in which anacolutha at.fe et the meaning or 

undorGt. · r1di nf:" of a passage t he 1.macoluthon is not to be 

c 1onscd · 1 .. bitr nrily to remove the har~hneao o:f sequence. 

In £net, t here is reason for believing that the presence of 

ti par•ticulru·ly harsh cm· colutho11 actually helps to ve1•ify 

the possa -'e an ;enuine. The pl'ope:r• met.hod or t1·oatine such 

a passa,.,o :J.s tr) look to the anacoluthon itself to ooe 1£ it 

points to a t hought t;1hich the uriter wished to lle1r;hten or 

emphasize . I.f such is not the case, the interpreter must 

deter mi ne i'1"0 .i the context what the tl1"iter "intended" to 

write. 

Any attempt to nexplain away" the Pauline anacolutha 

as un1::10rthy of divine inspiration, and henco spurious, is 

completely unrealistic. Such an attempt would have to 
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posit t ho us e or a l anguage d1£terent from the Kolv-{ on 

the ground that tho "vulr.ar" lane;uage ot tho day was un­

worthy to be ~ vehicle £or divinely inspired wordo • . 



API1EtlDIX A .. 

A List of 't 'le finacol ut ha in t he Pauline Corpus as Cited by 

the Gram:nia1•s of Blass, Robertson and \liner 

Robertson 

Rom. 
Rom•• 

'/Rom. 
om. 

Rom. 
l Cor. · 
l Cor . 
2 Cor. 

?2 Cor. 
2 " Ol"o 
2 Coz· . 
2 Cor . 
2 Cor. 
Gal. 

Rom. 
on1. 

Rom. 
Rom. 
nom. 
j om. 
l Co1 .. . 
l Cor. 
l r.or. 
2 Cor. 
2 Cor. 
2 Cor. 
2 Cor. 
2 r.or . 

\iiner 

Rom. 
RO!!l o 
!tom. 

c::. l"'ll .t:1.:a ~ . r.;,. .... ... . 

9 : 22- 25 
12: 6 
12:9-17 
16:27 

7:37 
9:15 
_5 :12 
G:3 
7:5 
8 : i o 
9 :11,13 

12:17 
2: 5 

l : ~ 
10:l 
11:l J 
12:6 
12:9 
16: 2·7 

7:13 
7:37 

11:U} 
1:7 
5 :12 
6:9 
7: 5 
8 :18 

1:8 
1:26-27 
2 :17-21 

~ 
4J8 
439 
,~39-411-0 
4.38 
440 
4.39 
439 
440 
439 
439 
439 
436 
J.,) 8 

267. 
267 
267 
285 
285 
2aa 28 
285 
267 
285 
261., 
28; 
2a4 
284-285 

S?S 
571 
S69 

Gal. 
Gal. 
Eph•• 
Eph•o 

?Eph. 
Philo 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
1 1:hess. 
2 Thess. 
l Tim. 

2 Cor. 
2 Cor. 
2 Cor. 
2 Co:r. 
Gal. 
Gal. 
Eph. 
l,i;pho 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
l Thees. 
l Tim. 
Tit. 

Rom. 
Rom. 
Rom. 

2:6 
6:1 
3:S 
4:2 
5:lS-22 
1:30 
1:22 
1:26 
2:2 
.3:16 
4:6 
4:1 
2:3 rt. 
l:J-5 

9:11 
9:1.3 

11:4 
12:17 

2:6 
6:1 
.3:16 
4:20 
1:26 
2:23 
J:16 r . 
2:18 
1:3 f £ . 
1:2 

3:2 
S:12 
7:12 

£ . 

Etff 
439 
439 
440 
440 
439 
437 
440 
4.39 
440 
439 
439 

1203 
4.39 

285 
285 
267 
263 
284 
286 
2g5 
285 
28S 
267 
28S 
267 
264 
286 

S7S 
569-570 
575 
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tto:n. 8:3 s'if 2 Cor. 9:1 3 • om. 9:7 575 2 Cor. 9:16 f. 572 
Rom. 9:22 tr. 570-571 2 Cor. 9:12 f. ;72 
Rom. 10:l 575 2 Cor. 12:12 575 
Rom. 11:13 £. 575 2 Cor. 12:17 574 

. Rom. 12•6 ~r • 570-571 Gal. 2:6 ;68-569 
Rom. 13 11 57) Gal. 4:2~,26 576 
Rom. 15 3 574-575 Eph. 1:1 572 
Rotn . 15 21 575 Bph. 1:20 573 
1 C:or. 2 9 S75 Eph. 4:2 t. 572 
l Cor. 3 21 575 . Phil. 1:29 f. 572 
l Cor. 5 3 575 Phil. ):10 572 
1 Cor . 7:26 56g Phil. .3:lS 57:J 
l Cor. 7:37 573 Col. 1:6 573 
l Cor. 1:38 576 Col. 1:21 571 
l . Co1'. 11:18 575-576 Col. 1:26 573 

.1.1 Co1•. 12:2 571 Col. 2;10 572 
l Cor. 12:28 ;6a Col. 2:2.3 575 
2 Cor. 1:7 572 Col. .3116 572 
2 Cor., 5:6 tt. 573 1 'l"im. 1:3 ff. 570 
2 Cor. 6:9 573 Tit. 1:3 568 
2 Cor. .7:5 ;68,572 



APPEtiDI X B 

A Compos ite Li s t of the Anacolutha in t~e Pauline Corpus as 

Ci ted by the Gram:nar s of Blass1 Robertson and Winer 

Ron,. 1:8 a t1 2 Cor. :· 9:10 t. w 
Rom. 1:26- 27 , .. 2 Cor • .. 9:1i,13 BR • 
Rom. 2 :17- 21 •,; 2 Cor. 9:12 £. \·: 
Rom. J :2 ... 2 Cor • 11:4 D 1, 

Rom. 
. 

5:12 ff . R. 'I 2 Cor. . 12112 t•; 
Rom. 7:12 .. w 2 Cor • . 12:17 a ct \1 
Rom. 8;3 '.'1 Gal. 2:5 R 
norn. 9:7 t •• Gal. 2:6 - D n t! ., 
Rom. 9:22·-25 R t·J Gal. t:24,26 ti 
Rorn. 10 :l B \·! Gal. :1 BR 
no.a. 11:l.3 r . n ·: Eph. 1:18 '\· 
ltorn. 12 :6 ff . B R t·; Eph. . 1:28 .. \ 
ltom. 12 :9..:17 B n Eph . . 3:S : R 
Rom. l ;l : l l .. Eph. 3:18 B . . 
Rom. 1 5:3 \·1 EpJ.i. 4:2 £. RW 
·Rom. 15: 21 l~ph. 4:20 B 
Rom • . 16:27 B R. ?E,ph. 5115-22 R 
1 Cor. 2 :9 ·1 Phil. 1,29 r. \•! 
l Cox·. .3 : 21 \•I Phil • 1:30 R 
1 Gor . S:3 \1 Phil. JslO l•i 
1 Cor. 7:13 B Phil. ):lS w 
1 Cor . 7:26 t· Col. 1:6 \! 
1 Cor . 7: )., BR-~ Col. 1:21 \i 
1 Cor. 7: .38 . ~ Col • 1:22 a 
1 Cor. 9 :15 R Col. 1126 B R ·:1 
l Cor. 11:.16 B i Col. 2s2 R 

?l Cor . 12:2 ' .. Col. 2:10 w • 
1 Cor. 12: 28 ti Col. 2:23 B •. 

2 Cor. 1:7 13 W Col. J:16 BRW 
2 Cor·. S:6 t t . w C.ol. 4:6 R 
2 Cor . 5:12 BR 1 Thess. 2116 B 

?2 Cor. 6:3 R 1 Thess. 4:1 a 
2 Cor. 6:9 DW 2 Thess . 2:3 rr. R 
2 Cor . 1:S BRW 1 '1'1m. l:J-5 B R W 
2 Cor . 8 :18 13 Tit. 1:2 f. D 
2 Cor. S:20 R Tit. 1:3 w 
2 Cor. 9:1,) w 

B--Blass R--llobertaon w--winar 
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