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880 De Beno A.rbltrlo. 

revealed H.imaelf, aa the gracioua, the univenall;r gracioUI, God. 
"God, therefore, ia to bo loft to remain in His own natme and majmt;r; 
for in this respect we have nothiDg to do with Him, nor cloCll lie wilh 
ua to hnve, in this respect, nnytbing to do with Him; but we have to­
do with Him 88 fnr u Ho is clothed in, ond delivered to us by,'Bia 
Word; for in thnt He presents Himself to us, nnd thot ia Hia beauv 
nnd Hie glory ..•• ·For God preached dcail'CI this: that, our sin and 
deoth being taken nwny, wo might be 81lved; 'lie aont hia Word and 
heolcd them,' Pa. 107, 20. . . . But in tho prcaent case we are to con­
sider Hie Word only and to lonve thot will inscrutable, aeein,r that 
it is by Hie Word, and not by tl1nt will inscrutable, thot we aro to 
ho guided; for who cnri direct himBOlf according to a will inacrutable· 
and incomprol1cnsiblol" (P.1'12f. St.L., 1'105f.) Again: "But I 
hero obser,•o oa I l1nvo observed before thot wo ore not to dispute COD• 

cerning tlmt aecrat will of tho divine mojcaty, and thot that human 
temerity whicli with inccssnnt perverseness is over lenving thoee thinp, 
thnt oro necessary nnd nttncking and trying this point, is to bo called 
off and driven back thnt it employ not itself in prying into thoee 
aecrota of Majesty which it ia impo88iblo to attain unto, aecing that 
they dwell in thnt ligl1t which is inocccssible, u Paul witneaaoth 
(1 Tim. 6, 10). But lot tl10 man ncqunint himself with the God In­
camnto, or, os Pnul aoitl1, with Jesus crucified. • . . Tho God In­
camoto, I soy, woe sent for this purpose, thnt Ho might desire, speak. 
do, aufl'or, and offer unto nil oil things thnt oro neccsaary unto salva­
tion." (P. 180 f. St. L, 1801 f.) In hie commontory OD Gonesia,, 
Luther enjoins oil men from rending n Oolviniatic acnao into hia D, 
Beruo Arbitrio. "Thus God reveals Hie will to us through Christ and 
tho Goepel. . • . I hove been at pains to inculooto this hero and haft 
gladly token the opportunity to do ao. For o!tor my dooth DUIDY will 
dig up my books and quote them, endeavoring to provo by them all 
manner of errors and tl1oir own figments. I l1nl'o indeed stated, omong 
other things, that nll tl1ings toke place by necessity; but I also im­
medioto]y added thnt wo must look to thnt God who rovcolod Himaelf, 
oa we sing in tho Fort,y-sixth Panlm: 'Jcaua Ohriat it ia, Of Sabaoth 
Lord, And there's none other God.' Dut t]1c,y will tum aside from 
all thcso posanges and toke up only those tlmt speak of tho hidden 
God. Therefore I bid you, who rood this, to remember that I have­
taught thus: You oro not t-0 pry into tho prodcatinntion of tho hidden 
God, but to rest content with that predestination which ia reveoled 
through tho coll and through tho Gospel; for thero you may obtoin 
tho 088uronco of faith and of solvotion and con any: I believe in the 
Son of God, who said: 'lie that believeth on tho Son hath everluting 
life,' John 8, 86. Therefore there is no condemnation or wrath upon 
him, but God the Father is pleoaed with him. And just this I hari 
taught in all my books, and I still tench it with a loud voice. I wiD 
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De Beno Arbltrlo. 881 

~-accept 191pOD1ibilifiy for anything e1ae. n (St. L., II. 18' f.) Cal· 
YilUlta lbould ponder theao atatemonta and learn that a tbeolog which 
clmia 1 ohn 8, 18 ia not tho theology of Ohriat, not the tbeolog of 
St. Paul, who "det.ermined not to know al17thing among 7011 aan 
.Tena O~t and Him crucified" (1 Oor. S, 9).1) 

Tho tranalation itaolf, made by Henry Cole in 18i3, from lle­
Jauchthon'a edition of tho book and now rcviaed h7 H. .Atherton, ia 
• fine pieeo of work. A partial examination of tho matt.or convinces 
Ill that it ia a pretty faithful tranalation. It might paa, upon the 
whole, for a tranalation of tho Gorman tranalation of our St. Louis 
edition, Vol. xvm Or WO might any that our Gorman edition might 
PIIII for a tranalation of tho English work. That ia to aay, both trana­
lationa aro fairly exact. To bo sure, tho t.ranalation ia not abaolutely 
C!Orrect. Wna ever n book translated by human beings that wne ab­
aolute)y correct! ,vo lmvo noticed a few miatrnnalationa. For in­
atanco: "Why do we not here in like manner any at once-What, ia 
our judgment nothing when compared with tho divine judgmental" 
(P. 386.) "lVaa11alb aagon wir 1&icht glefohanaeiae auch kier: Unaer 
lJrleil iat nicl,ta, wenn es mit Gottea Urtail t1erglicho1' wirtlr' (St. L., 
1964.) "Quan, non aimilitor at 1,ic dicimua: Iuclicium noalrum nihil 
at, ,, di11ino iudicio coniparoturV" (Erl. Ed., v. a VII, p. 3M. Thua 

2) G. Au14!n (Daa c1lri1Uiclto Ootteabiltl in Vorg11119e111leit 1111d Oege'll• 
art, 1030) 1tnte1 on 11111,,c 227: "The tendency of tbe prC!Bcnt day i1 to make 
De111 ab1eandit,111 tbe index" (of De Boruo Arbitr{o and of Luther'■ the• 
ology), and t.bcn doolurcil : ''Here, na evcrywl1crc, wl1ere Luther ■peak■ of 
the De111 abaco11ditu1 110 11tntcs cmpbatically t1ult it i1 not our buaine111 to 
•rch the Unl!Cllrcbnblc nnd unnppronebab1e divine maJeat:,. It i11 for ua 
to abide by the Dcu, rcuclah,a. • • • Do111 ab,condit111 1Ct■ llmlta to man, 
and 1peeiflca1ly to t110 1t1tt1• of faitli, beyond wbleh ho mu1t not go. There 
are things which wo cannot 'know' nnd sl1ou1d not dC!Biro to know. Wh:, 
<Clott God deal in ju t thi manner and not difJercnt1yT Paith does not 
anawer thl!IC! quC!Btiom,. • • • It is prC!Bumptuou11 and conatitutea the cri111ca 
ui~1tati1 to attempt to justify the wnya of Ood before the forum of human 
rea10n and the human 11en&0 of justice. • • • That does not mean, however, 
that faith muat remain uncertain D8 to the nature of the divine will. 
De111 abaco11dit111 d0e11 not mnke tl1i1 matter uncertain. It doel not Imply 
that the Dev, reuc:latu,, the revelation In Chriat, no longer infonna fa.ith 
on God'1 'nature' nnd tliaposition. Luther does not take awa:, what bu 
J111t been given; he doc not mnke of the revelation in Chrl1t an empt:, 
pretenae." (P.22811.) Dr. M. Rcu ngrce1 with Aulen'■ praentatlon of 
Luther'■ expo■itlon of the omnipotence of God In Do Bon;o AriUrio and 
,of the Dev, Glllco11ditu1 and Deu, re11elat111 and adda: "Lvfler i,t 11eller 
-4ian A111/ueln1119e" 1111d U11tcr,01leidu119e" die Ei'llleif du QoUubildu 
tde 11CT1orcngega,..gcm-, und doolt, AieU or aioA fem "°" allCIIII ratiollaliliff'ffl· 
-dn Abac:Alcifn der ,o1aei11baren Qegrmaaet::e, du, ni" Qottulrilcl a11 lioli 
.tf'llg." (Kirelllieh Zeit,o1arift, March, _ 1031, p. 181.) 

6

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 2 [], Art. 88

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol2/iss1/88



BBS De Beno Arbltrio. 

alao Edit{o Princepe. Does l!elanchthon'■ edition perha:P■ p1'8 a dif­
ferent reading')-" ••. and that the .Tew■ might not imqine that 
this did not apply to them br, tmticipa.lio", and u■ert■ that it appliecl 
t.o them most pnrticulnr)y.'' (P. 888.) "Untl damU tlia J"""1& •iclt 
glauben maccklen, daa geh,e rie nicht an, ao KOJDlT P.a.ULUI DIDl 1u,m, 
intlem er beliauptat, tltU gehe •io am nMti.dm. a.fl." (St. L, •11111.) •:a, 
ne Iudaei. putarent, ad aue non pertiMn, PBABYB1f1T Pa.ulua, ....,... 
ad eoe m=ime pertinere." (Erl. Ed., p. 328; and Ed. Pr.) -"Let him 
thnt dares, defend 'free will' ogoinst these damnablo dootrina • · 
"Wider diaao VerdGmmungaurteile." ".Ad11ernu laaa da•nalioau.• 
(L. 0.) - "· •• nnd tho Book of Esther, though they [tho Hebrew■] 
hovo this Jost in their canon, and :iccording to my judgment it i■ 
much moro wortl1y of being there than any one of thole that are COil· 

sidorcd n«?t to bo in tho conon.'' (P. 132.) " .•• und Batur. Obgleici 
rie diuu im Kanan haben, ao waan ea nu.ch meiMm Urteil dodu11lr 
wert als allo, ni.cht fu~r ka11oniacl,. gclialten &u werden." (St. L., 1'188.) 
" ••• .Esther; quamvi• l~unc l1abcant in canone, tligr1ior 0111M011C .. 
iutlico, qui a:r:tm canoneni luiborotu.r." (Erl. Ed., p.195. Ed. Pr.­
Luther is referring to tho apocryphal book "The Rest of the Oh■pten 
of tho Book of Esther.'' See L cl,ro u11t.Z Wehn,, '11, 106.)-Tbe pu­
■ago in Erl. Ed., p. 824, and Ed. Pr.: "Odende Milli ia 11niHno 
genere mortalium unum, . . . cui ,mquam in mentem 11eneril, MIiie 
nae viam at.Z iuatitiam et ad salutem, scilicet ,;redere in euffl, qui .U 
aimul Deua at homo, pro poccatia lu,minum mortuua et auacilalu •I 
collocatW1 at.Z do:r:temm Patria, AUT SOllNIARIT hanc iram Dri, qua.111 
Paulus his rc11elari de coelo elicit;• wbich is thus rendered on page 
328: "Show me ono of tho whole race of mankind ••• into wh018 mind 
it over came that tlio woy unt-0 riglitcousnes■ ond solvation wu to 
believe in Him who is both 6-0d and mon, who died for the ■im of 
men and rose again and sitteth at tJ10 right bond of God the Father, 
that Ho might still that wrath of God tho Father whieb Paul here 
soys is revealed from heaven," is thus rendered in the St. L. Edition, 
1017: "Zeigo mir in dem ga,1ze11 .Jfemcliengoschlecht einen, ••• den 
ea jemala in den Sinn gckom,ner• waere, dau cliu der lVog ,ur.0•­
nchtigl.:eit und sur Seligl.:cit sci, fl(JIJmlicl• ,u glGubon an den, tier n­
gleich. Gott und Menach. id, gutorben fuer die Suontlen tier Jleuclea 
und wieder· auferwecl:t und geactzt wr Rechten des Vatora, ODER DER 

BlOH DAETTE TRABUHEN LASSEN von dom Zorn Gotta•, 11on dem Pavlu 
h.ier aagt, daas or vom Himmel oflenbart werde." -The passage: 
" ••• Philippi Molancl•tlwnia de Loci& Thoologicia invectum libellvm, 
mao iutlicio non solum immortali./,ato, sed canone quoque eccluiaatico 
tlignum ••. " (Erl. Ed., p.117) reads in the Engli■h tnmalation: 
"· • . the incontrovertible Book of Philip l!elanchthon · Ooncemia1 
Tl&eological Quutiom, 11 book, in my judgment, worth7 not only of 
being immortalized, but of being included in the eccluiutical CGIIOII• 
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(p.1,), and in the German: " ••• dOll unuo'benoindlic:Ae Buoollem du 
Plili,p lCelan.cAllaon, Loci Communu, ,oelcllu n~ tlllliMfll Urteil 
•rt id, nicld allrin, daaa ea c10ig blri'be, ,ondem GUCA, dew u 1• DD 

Kncuz 4LI RlollT80u•ua OBLTB." Tho German rendering is lea liable 
to miaconception. - "ILLUDJT auten, IJCH Dia.tribe ignortml.ia. ""'• da&m 
ailil Nlinguil inter Deum praedicatum el a'baconditum.... (P. m.) 
"But tho Dia.tn"'be is deceived by its own ignorance, in not making 
• di■tinction between God preached nnd God hidden." (P.172.) "Die 
Dialnle macht rich caber 11elbd zu1t GF.IIPOETTB durc'h ihre Unwiuen­
lril, indem 11ie 1:einen Untor11c1•ied macl.t ,:wvchen dem geprediglen 
t111d elem 11er'borgen~n Gott." (P.1705.) It is hard to decide which 
ia the batter translation. - "Et id 11equenler pro'bat per ez,erien&m., 
tllod IXOIIATI DEO tot 11it&i11 111tbiecti fuerinl.'' (P. 327.) "Thia be 
Pl'OYel to thom afterwards from experience, showing them that, being 
Aaled of Ood, they wore given up to so many vices.'' (P. 332.) "Und 
du 'bn,eid er folgenda durc1• die Erfa.Aru.ng, dau aie ala UM"IWl'JUWlB 

OEIDD Gorr ,o vielen La.atem untcrwor/cn tca.re,._,., (P. 1020.) The 
Enaliah translation might be preferable; tho preceding sentence apeaks 
of tho wrath of God revealed from heaven. - If one of the brethren 
who can find tho time for it would note tho pQ8118ges of the Germon 
■nd tho English translations which differ and publish such a compila­
tion, togotbcr with tho I.ntin original, BIIY in tho Ooxconou TBBO­
LOOICAL llONTDLY, that would proven welcome help to thOBO who will 
be 1tudying Tho Bondage of t1•s Will. 

And surely many will bo studying ·it. Those Lutboron poatora 
who aro moro fnmilinr with tho English language than with tho Ger­
man (and with tho I.ntin) will wnnt this edition of De Servo Ar'bitrio. 

TB. ENOBLDEL 

Has Our Church a Quarrel with Science? 
(Eaa1 delivered before tho convention of the Weetem Dl■trict of the 

lliuouri Synod, June, 1031.) 

Ho who mnkes clear distinctions tonchea woll So says the old 
Latin proverb. Or: He whose defmitiona arc clear at the outset, will 
moat likely succeed in presenting his subject in a convincing manner. 
Let UB therefore begin with some definitions, in keeping with the word­
ing of our topic. 

H.as our Church a quarrel with scicncol is our question. Tho 
term our Okurch here does not refer to tho Christion Church in 
general nor to the Protestant denominntiona as they have been or­
ganized during the pnet four hundred odd years. Wo arc speaking 
of tho Lutlercm Church, specifically of that body which is represented 
in tho present convention. It is tho church organisation which un-

63 

8

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 2 [], Art. 88

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol2/iss1/88


