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CHAPIER I
AN INTRODUCTION

Scattered throughout most of the United States and parts of
Caveda, s well as in a number of foreign countries, but with its mein
strength in the Middle West, is & religious group known as the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. The name of
this church body is commonly shortened to the "R.L.D.S. Church." #hile
the Church's General Conference has called this @bbreviation “"undigni-
fied" for use in Church correcpondence,l it is still the popular name.
For the scke of brevity we shall use this shortensd name in this paper.
The members of the church designete themselves as "Saints,” and this
term will be used in this peper aeccordingly.

Thie group has its center of ectivity and its world heedguarters
in Independence, Missouri, a fast-growing suburb of Kansas City. It
shares & comumon founder end origin with the Utah Mormons, who have their
headguarters in Salt Lake City, Utah, and number well over & million
members. Despite this coumon origin, however, there are great differ-
ences between the two groups as they are today, and have been for over
a century. The two groups ere not on friendly tems, and there is no
particular hope of their ever Joining together into one church body.2

lugppicial Minutes of General Conference Business E;l:::ion, Satu:gsaw,
April 14, 1956," The Saeints' Herald, Conference Daily on, April 15,
1956, pp: 1111-5.6. lereafter this p;riod:l.ea:l. will be referred to as SH,

2mbert A. Smith, Differences That Persist (Independence: Hereld
m’ 195"-), pi 6.
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The purpose of this paper is not primarily to compare the two groups,
but to give speciel counsideration to the emaller Independence group.
But this study will atte:apé to point up more clearly the fact that they
ere different, and may perhaps encourage further resesrch in the ffeld
of the study of the founder, Joseph Snith, Jr., his work, his writings,
and his various followers.

The Church claims as its founder Joseph Smith, Jr., commonly knowa
simply a&s Joseph Suith and also called Joseph the Seer,.Joseph the
Prophet, Joseph the Mertyr, end the Prophet of Palmyra. The Reorgani-
zation itself began in 1852 under provisional leadership. It became
more solid and sure end began to meke greater progress when Joseph
Smith IIT, the son of the Prophet, beceme president in 1860. He is
elso known as "Young Joseph" or "Young Joe." IHo descendants of Joseph
the Prophet have joined the fellowship of the Uteh Mormon group,3 a
fect which adds weight to the cleim of the Independence group to be the
true successors of the chmrch esteblished by Joseph Smith, Jr.

The R.L.D.S. Church is a growing church, but it is not growing
particulerly fast in comparison with other churches. In the two-year
period from Jemuery 1, 1954, until December 31, 1955, the number of
known beptized members in the United States and Caneda grew from
128,931 to 133,749, The mumber cutside these two countries grew during
this period from 9,313 to 9,566. In addition, the Church listed, at the
end of 1955, 16,681 membere under categories of "Unknown" end "Suspense."h

3Ibid., p- 3- This is & consistent claim of the R.L.D.S. Church.

lyerle P. Guthrie, "Report of the Department of Statistics,” SH,
CDE, April 8, 1956, pp. 21-25.
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' To understend their true size more correctly, we must remember that
these Figures are only for beptized members, and this church does not
“practice infant beptiem. In fact, it will not baptize children under
the age of elgnt years. The average age at baptism is about fourteen or
:Fifteen. During the years 1950-1954, 12,861 people under the age of
fifteen years were baptized, while the number of people over fifteen who
were beptized was 10,801.7

The group has been teking e more conventional place among church
bodies, so that today it is regarded as & "respectable” church body.
Its members and leaders are not averse to using modern methods and
fixtures in their work and on their property. The entrance and foyer of

‘their headquarters building in Independence, the Anditorium, has recently

been remodeled end hm;:. a very dignified and impressive eppearance. In
the Auditorium ere the huge General Conference room, which seats @bout
65000,% and e mumber of other fine facilities. In particular the
Council Chamber and the small Museum and Art Gallery have been very
beautifully finished in modern style. -Other facilities include a large
dining i:a.ll, recreation arees, e music reheersel room, and the Church's
research library. There are plens for further improvements in this
building.T

There are other features which enable this Curch to take a
respected position emong the religious scene of today. The leaders

JLoc. cit.
Gmhe fuditorium, tract (Independence: Herald House, ¢.1956), p. k.

TMtlchofﬂuBinfomtioniatharaaultdataurofthnhuﬂ.ding
and conversation with the guide bythe vr.l.ter.
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todey heve had a better education than their predecessors. Indeed, the
area of education is not neglected, for the Church owns and operates
Greceland College in Lemoni, Iowa, & junior college with & four-year
cCurse in religion, and with plans for becoming a four-year college.
Six hundred sixty-eight students were enrolled in the school in 1956.8
The church 2lso operates several homes for the aged, the Herald House,
& publishing house and bookstore in Independence, and the Independence
Hospital and Saniterium. ALl these institutions have teken & regular
Place in the commmities vhere they are located.

The leaders of the Church seem to be guite tolerant, and while they
consider theirs to be the only true church, pre-millennial membership is
evidently not necessary to salvation; that is, others besides their
members will be saved. Though some of the members are rather zealous in
personal proselyti.zing, end give the definite impression that unless one
is & member, he is lost, the writer has received only the kindest, most
‘tolerant and helpful treatment from leaders of the Church.

Charles Shook, who was diligent in writing to disprove cammon
claims of the Utah Mormons and the R.L.D.S. Church, as well as specific
claims of the R.L.D.S. group, has this to say:

To the fact that the members of the Reorganized Church are usually

good end lew-abiding citizens, I cheerfully bear witness. They

will compare favorebly with the members of other churches, but they
are no better. . . « Vhat hes been written is in respect to the
evil designs and practices of the original leaders, and does not
apply to the rank and file to-day. No one, who has studied the
history of the Mormon movament, will for one moment believe that

there is any more connection between the Josephite and Erighemite
Churches then there is between the Presbyterian and the Roman

8gamma J. Gleazer, Jr., "Report of the Board of Trustees of
Graceland College," SH, CDE, April 8, 1956, pp. 11-15.
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, Cathollic. The former heve fought their polygamic brethren with a
zeal thet would be commendsble if it were comsistent.?

The writer finds himself in general sympathy with Mr. Shook's
statement. They have alweys opposed polygamy. Whatever one believes
econcerning the origin of the ldeals and objectives of the R.L.D.S.
Church, ard the validity of their claims, he will find that they believe
sincerely in their teachings, and that in generzsl their example of a
life of civic righteousness ies very good.

In their public teachings and writings, these people, as their name
indicates, make & great deal of Jesus Christ. They use much terminology
concerning Jesus that is common in the Christian Church. They give Him
such traditional titles as "Son of God," "The Only-Begotten,"” "Redeemer,"
and other such names. They ascribe to Him great and wonderful works and
ettributes. They make Him part of the Godhead with the Father. However,
they eseen unwilling to say thet He is true God, but rather eascribe
ctatements which He said according to His State of Humiliation to His
essential neture, to show that He is & little less than God.l0 In this
day end ege, though, unwillingness to declare that Jesus was and is true
God, just as the Fether is, does not mark & religious group as being
very unusual. They use the reguler terminology of faith, repentance,
atonement, obedience, and the like.

In this paper we shall consider both the doctrine and history of
this church body, for, as they themselves assert, their history and

9Charles A. Shook, The True Origin of Mormon Polygamy (Cincinnati:
The Standerd Publishing Company, 191%), p. ive.

10charles R. Hield, We Believe in Jesus Christ (Independence: .
Herald House, n.d.), pp. 1=4, 12-1%, 20-30.

—
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doctrine are closely interwoven.ll A more particuler e:amination of
thelr doctrines will appeer later in the paper, for while they lay
stress on the importence of docirine,l2 the main basis of the Church and
the gool which it ie serving can be stated reletively simply. Tney have
never been too concerned with a large body of doctrinal formulations,
and the esteblishment of the Church did not come ebout as the result of
pvarticuler doctrinal considerations or examinetions. They claim to have
& "Restored” Church, and they are working to esteblish "Zion." The
purpose of this paper is not to disparage the R.L.D.S. Church or its
members, nor is it intended to draw them from their faith. It is
primerily en attempt to show in some detail how their ideals arose, what
their claims are, and how their adherence to their faita has formed end
shaped thelr church and its history. The first chapter is concerued
vith generzl observations about the Church, particularly in ite relation
to society, including religious society. The second chapter will
consider the doctrine of the Restoration, which sets it off in particu-
lar from other churches and the goal of Zion toward which its members
are professedly striving. Successive chapters will then discuss the
founder of the church, the sacred writings, and the story of this
"Restored” Church as it has endeavored to achieve its goal of Zion.

llmis Is Our Ciurch (Independence: Herald House, n.d.), p. 8.

12E.g., the R.L.D.S. Church in 1952 sponsored the publication of e
pemphlet entitled, "Doctrine Is Essential,” written by Garland
Tickemeyer, and published by the Herald House.
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CHAPTER II
TWO DISTINCTIVE DOCTRINES: RESTORATION AND ZION

The second cha:a'ber will present two doctrines of great :lmportanca.
The Pirst of these :Ls the doctrine of the Restoration, a principal
doctrine that affects the pest, present, and future of the clurch. The
second docitrine is the concept of Zion, which is the goel of the Church,
and the purpose for which the Restoration took place. Although it is
the writer's intention to epproach his topic from a historicel view as
auch as possible, the history of the founding of the Church and the
origin of these claims is so mVolvedandsovaxvunusun:.l.thabitseena
best to begin with o consideration of these two doctrines.

The Restoration Doctrine of the R.L.D.S. Clurch is of great
importance beceuse of the unique features it involves and because it
basically detemines the view which this church has of other churches.
Since it is & restored Church, it is obviously the only true Church,
according to their belief, even though membership in it this side of the
millennium 1s not ebsolutely essential to salvation in eternity. They
lay a great stress on being the true New Testament Church, as founded by
Jesus Christ,l and regerd it es necessary to have the seme gifts and
offices a5 the New Testament speaks sbout. Other religious groups make

e similar assertion, but the basis of the cleims of these groups is a
return to the Hew Testoment, as they understand it, o matter of being

11.. Weyne Updike, the Church of Your Choice (Independence:

Herald House, 1956), p. This is & consistent teaching of the
R.L.DISI m&l
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“true to the Scriptures. They cleim that they have studied and in-
terpreted the Scriptures correctly, which others have not done. However,
the basic of the claim of the R.L.D.S. Church does not rest first of all
on a claim to be in perfect accord with the Seriptures, although they do
claim to be in such accord. We must remember, though, that the
Scriptures were subjected to revision by Joseph Smith, Jr., which he
claimed to have performed by divine inspiration. The real basis of their
elain that they are surely end always the true Church is their teaching
thet the Lord restored the church through Joseph Smith, the Prophet, by
means of augelic ministry. This, they say, was accomplished by personal
epreerance end irmmediate revelation end coumand.2

To be a Restoration, there nust first be an apostasy from the
truth. The R.L.D.S. Church declares tha% such was the case, that from
the Dark Ages until the Restoration the church was in epostasy, that
the true church did not exist.3 The church uses passages from the
Scriptures that refer to false teachers and defections to affimm a
complete spostasy. Such passeges are Matt. 24:9-12; Acts 20:28-30;
IT Thess. 2:3~T; II Tm. 3:1-5; end IT Peter 2:1-3.% Then the argument
-from history is used, that such an apostasy did occur. The spostasy wes

2Mis Is Our Church (Independence: Herald House, n.d.), pp. 3-k.
Thiec teaching too is found throughout the writings of the R.L.D.S.
Church and will be treated in the next two chapters.

3Thelona Stevens, "Words of Light," The Gospel Qusrterly Series, .
Vol. 54, No. 1, (TIndependence: Hereld House, 1945), - 3(-

%John w. Rushton, "The Apostasy end the Restoration” (Independence:
Herald House, n.d-), PP« 1-4.
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"complete,” they say.? Even the Reformation was not able to restore the
truth or the true church, for the Protestant churches had their origin
in the Roman Catholic Church. The apostasy was spread by all the
churches which broke away from the Roman Church.® Religious leaders
such es John Vesley, Roger Williams, and Alexander Campbell are quoted
as evidence that 2 speciel divine iuntervention and new revelation were
necessary in order that the true Church might sgain exlst on the earth.7
This took place, they say, through Joseph Sulth, Jr. .

Tor do they leck Bible passeges which they apply to their Prophet
end his w;:rk. Rev. 14:6-T is said to apply to the great work of
Restoration.® The "marvelous work" of Isaish 29:1%4 is said to refer
specifically to the work that would be done through Joseph Smith, Jr.9
They view Joseph Snith and his work very specificelly as the fulfiliment
oi’ these and other passages of Scripture.

Onz of the most significant implications of the Restoration teaching
_ig the doctrine of contimued revelation. They believe that God still |
speaks to individuals todey, and that through His Prophet, the president
of the Church, He gives revelations for the Church.l® However, these

5D1d-, PDe. 6’8.

GIbid-, Pp- 16"17-

TElbert A. Smith, The Great Restorstion (Inéependence: Herald
chse, n.de. )’ Do 5-

8Rushton, op. cit., p. 18.
9&1&, Op. E!-!_-, p. 11l.

10chris B. Hertshorn, Re ged Latter Day Saint Distinctives
(Independence: Herald House, n.d.), PDe 13-1F. A Sl RS
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must be ratified by the General Conference before they are considered
‘divine revelatious.ll

The second doctrine to be considered is the doctrine of Zion. Zion
is central in 'bhe thought of the R.L.D.S. Church end its members. Zion
is a hope, bubt it is more then & hope. It 1s the gosl of the Sainte
which they ere ctriving to esteblish. It is not simply sametking which
wil2 be glven to them, even though the second coming of Christ to usher
in the millennium is commccted with 1t.12 It is something which they
expect to establicsh by their work.

: Zion iz also called the "kingdom of God on earth,” snd the "Hew
Jersalem." Tt is truc that the Saints sre concerned with the growth
of the individuel toward perfection, the rule of Christ in the heart of
nan, ond that they elso look forward to an eternsl life of bliss for the
children of God. 7he growth of the individual in spirituality is
egsential for the esteblishment of Zion. But the particular Zion they
are endeavoring to bring about io an earthly kingdomn. As support for |
the belief ithat thers will sameday be an earthly kingdom known =2s God's
kingdom, they point to the second and third petitions of the Iord's
Prayer, Mett. 6:33, Matt. 3:1-2; Matt. 4:17, and other Seripture
passagas,l3 vhich are often used in tradition=l Christianity, but not
to contend for & concept of Zion such as the R.L.D.S. Church holds.

U mrra, pp. T4-T5-

12m=z Suith Devis, The Story of the Church (Independence: Herald
| House, 1943), p. 151.

~ 13Roger Yarrington, "Hha.t Is Zion?" ( Independence: Herald House,
nnd- ), pp- 1-3

.




11
They claim that the Bible glves general indicetions of a Zion to be
‘established, and that modern-dsy revelstion &s found in the Doctrines
and Covenents gives the blueprint.

The idea of Zion is professed to be an old one, with various near
epproaches in the past t.oﬂ a Zionic state. "Enoch's city” is held to be .
2 perfect exem_x_;le of Zion, and other approaches to e Zionic stete were
achieved by Jews iln and around Jeruselem who accepted Christ's ministry,
a group of people on the Americen continent in early times, and perhaps
by other peoples. Only Enoch's city ectually kept all of God's com=
mendments, and Enoch and his city shall return to meet the righteocus in
Zion, the Few Jeruselem, according to the teachings of the clurch.l¥

The prineiple of "gathering" is esgential to the establishment of
Zlon. A gpecific plece for gathering is designated; namely, Independence,
Missouri, end the regions round ebout. To this point the members of the
Church ore eventually to come in order to establish fully the ideal
community. The process is gradual and not hasty, but eventually ell the
nembers ere expected to move to that area. Here the Saints intend
somedsy to build o temple, where Christ will come and rule.l> ]

The Seints, the members of the Church, do not regard their pro-
Jected Zion as e political govermment. They feel that the founding and
development of the United States wes part of God's plan for.estaeblishing
Zion. "The political poeslibility of Zion is owed to the United States,"

1imelone D. Stevens, Book of Mommon Studies (Independence: Herald
House, 1955).

15Charles R. Hield, We Believe In Jesus Christ (Independence:
Hereld House, n.d.), ». 19.




they believe.l6

4 simple stetement as to how all this is to come to pass is, "His
kingdon will result when his gospel is epplied to group living."lT The
movement toward.Zion is & soclal movement. When Zion has been es=
tablished, the people will be of one heart and one mind, and dwell in
righteousness, and there will be no poor among them. One of their
writers cays: .

When we think and talk ebout Zion these days,.we are actually

telking cbout the cere for the needy, the juvenile, the young, &nd

the aget'f: We are ta.lk:l. 'ou.t ‘the nsed for soiénl workers,
sociologiste, psychologists, end psychiatrists.

In accord with these principles, stewardship is an important -
prineiple in the life of the R.L.D.S. Clmrch.

VWhen the ideal coumunlty of Zion has been established, then Christ
is to come the second time ©o begin _hia millennial reign. '.i'ifen the
first resurrection will toke place, the resurrection of the righteocus,
the honoreble people. The righteous people, thet is, the especielly
righteous, will reign with Christ during th:l:s period. They will work
with Christ for the conversion of the billions of people wio have not
.haclthe opportunity to hear of Christ and his laws. The wicked will not
be raiced at the first resurrection, but shall be retained in the prisom
house or hell all during the millenniuvm. After the thousand yeers are

over, Satan will be loosed, he will do battle against Christ end his

16Yerrington, op. eit., pe 7.
171bid., p. T-

18G. Ieslie Delapp, The World Heeds Zion (Independence: Herald
m’ n.dl ), ppl 31-%.
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Saints, but will be defeated. At the final judgment he end all the sons
of perdition will be placed ia & position of no glory. Most people will
be pleced in same degree of glory, according to their works, and death
‘and hell will be done awsy with. Zion is preparstory to all this.l9

Whet the Seints are doing in seeking to establish Zion is
\ externally quite similar to what any Christian is doing who sincerely

tries to serve the Lord. But the R.L.D.S. member is doing it with the
thought thet he is establishing the kingdom of God in a particular
geograephical aren, that he is engaged in & uhiq;ue project of the
R.L.D.S. Church, end thet he will eventually have a place of speclal
honor in the millemmium and in etézﬁiw as a result of his faithfulness.

19!11&1&, oD, c_iit, pp. 19=27.




CHAPTER III

JOSEPH SMITH, JR., THUE PROPHET OF ZIOHN,
AYD THE SACRED BOOKS

Ho Man Knows My History is the title of e book by Fawn M. Brodie
concerning the life of Joseph Smith, Jr., the Prophet. When one under-
takees the study of this widely-known person, he finds such different
vieus and reports that he will likely conclude that the title of
Mrs. Brodie's book is quite eccurete. Whatever the truth is, it is a
fascinating, fentastic story. His followers make of him a true and
great prophet, the Prophet of the Latter Dey. Many volumes of reports
and effidavits have been written to disprove his claims end portray him
as a great fraud and deceiver, a seeker of his own glory. Perheps in
his violent decth he was e victim of-his own power of scheming end
cumning, his ability to dominate and lead people, but nevertheless he
did epperently die as a mertyr to the faith which he taught. His life

T ——

certeinly wes one of activity, end he did have some remarkeble gifts

——

and ebilities.

A study of Joseph Enith ond judguent concerning him is essential
es far as the substance and truth of the religion of the R.L.D.S.
Church is concerned. Everything depends on his claims end is based
on his teachings. He is the one through whom the sacred books came to
the people. TotheSaintshaisthaa.paciaJ.personforatoldintha

. 18~ 2 R 2 Trm

Scriptures, through whom the Lord has restored His Church in oxder
thet it may esteblish Zion in preparation for tbs latter-day glory.
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Ho'_uever, & study of the history of the Church does not demand =
determining of the exact truth concerning the 1lifé of the Prophat. Even
vhat is false concerning historical events is of importance as long
it is believed by someone. A study of the 1ife of Joseph Smith, the
Prophet and of what others think of him is important, even though such
& study may not lead us to detailed conclusions end clesr refutetioms,
and nay leave many questions unanswered.

Joseph Snith, Jr., was born on December 23, 1805, at Sharom,
Vermont. The family moved to Palmyra, New York, in 1815.1 ihether the
fenily was honoreble and respectable, or dishonorable and undesirable,
there is general agreement thet they were rather pooxr. Joseph, Jr., was
the fourth child and third son? in a femily of ten children.3 According
to his followers, the family, while not highly educated, achieved an
average level of education. Both parents had been schoolteachers in
Vermont at one time or another.¥ Religlous revivals which were very
common during the time of Joseph's toyhood were a sigaificant part of ?
his enviromment, and the boy supposedly was concerned with joining a
church. But he wented to be sure he joined the right church. Heeding
the words of James 1:5, "If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God," ;

f

!

lInez Smith Davis, The Story of the Church (Independence: Hersld !
House, 1943), p. 522.

2]1’15.-, De. 35;
3charles A. Shook, The True Origin of Mormon Polygemy (Cincinnati:

The Standard Publishing Company, 1914), P- le Ee:.’ea.ﬂ'-er this title will
be referred to es TQMP. .

hmviﬂ, ml 'c'_i_t_o, P 35-
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Joseph is saild to have gone to & grove to pray to God for guldance.’?
There two personages appeared to him, God the Father, and Jesus Christ,
HEis Son. 'Joseph did not recell whether both individuals spoke or noﬁ,s
although moct writers of the church todsy sey both did. But he did
recell that the Pather gald concerning Jesus, "This is my beloved Son,
hear him." These words, especially the words "Hear him," stand forth as
a profesced keynote of the R.L.D.S. Church today, epitomizing theilr
stress on cbedience as e means of becoming end heing a member of Christ's
Caurel,

Joqeph algo reported that the Father instructed him not to join any
of the existing churches, for they were all wrong, and their creeds were
an gbomination. If he would wait and be patient, he would receive
revelaticns and instructions for founding a new church which would be
the true church. Thus did Joseph receive an answer to his prayers.l
This took place in the spring of 1820, vhen Joseph was little more than
fourteen yeers old.

: Joseph continued in this hope for a faith for the next few years.
Then on September 21, 1823, he reports, he was kneeling in prayer in his
roan, and an sngel eppeared to him. This angel was Moroni, who was the
son of Mormon, and was the last faithful member of the Hephites, &
group of people who lived in Americe long before the time of

5Ib:l.d.., p. 28, and in numerous writings of the church.

Gpoard of Publication, The History of the Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Dey Saints Tndependence: Herald House, 1952),
Tl o

Tpavis, op. cit., p. 30, end consistently in the writings of the
chmrch.
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Columbug.8 Chriet had eppeared to them after his 1ife in Palestine,
teught them, and eppointed twelve apostles emong them. The people had
lived in a high ctate of civilization, but many fell awey from the faith,
and those wiho were faithful were at last destroyed in a great battle.
This angel told Joseph of "golden plates" on which the record of ancient
peoples in Americe was written. - Agein, i1f Joseph would be patient and
have faith, he would be given these plates and the ability to translate
them. There were several visits to Joseph Ly the engel.?

At last Joseph was allowed to teke the plates from their storage
place in the sacred hill of Cumorsh. With the plates he also found the
Urim and Thumnlm, wh:l.eh in this case were e palr of spectacles with very
special lenses. fTThese glasses would enable him to translate the writing
on the plates, which was in the "Reformed Egyptien" language, into
English.1l0 e did not show these plates to his family. He only let thea
feel them under wrep. But they believed his story, end trusted that he
would do greet things.ll Using these glasses, and with various men
serving as scribes, Joseph Smith translated these plates. Oliver Cowdery
was the scribe the greatest length of time.l2 This writing is the Book ]

of liormon.

8. 7. Lamb, The Mormons end Their Bible (Philadelphia: The Judson
PI'QBB, 1903)’ D 32.

9pevis, op. cit., pp. 30-3h.

10Lemb, op. cit., p. 32.
nma’ &o gi_to, Pe 31-
12charies A. Shook, The

(Cincinnati: The Standerd Pu
this title will be referred

Origin of the Book of Mormon
shing Company, 191%), p. 3. Hereafter
as TOBM. -
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Josepiz Enith and Oliver Cowdery were ordained- to the Aaronic priest-
hood on May 15, 1829. John the Baptist_himaelf appeared to them, and
commanded them to baptize and ordain” eech other.l3 oOn April 6, 1830,
Smith, Cowdery and four other men organized the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints. They spoke of great gifts of the Holy Spirit being
poured out upon them et this time.lY

During the years ;mediately-' preceding the founding of the Church,
Joseph Smith claimed to have received e number of divine revelations.
Some of these are-contained in the Doctrine and cave;lanta, with reve=-
lations received later. These revelations dealt mainly with the trans-
lation of the Book of Mormon, and the gma.tvorktha‘bmabauttoi)e
done in establishing the Church. -

The preceding paragraphs have reflected the beliefs end visws of
Joseph Snith's followers. There are other views of the charascter and
life of Joseph Smith. An exemination of the times in which he lived is
necessery for understanding the man and the movement he began.

Joseph was born, and lived his early years, at the time when & great
religious awakening was having its effect upon the people of the United
States. The Saints themeelves concede that this to same extent prepared
the way for the Restoration through Joseph Smith.}? During these years
revivals were common, and various mysterious physical manifestatioms,
such as the "jerks," occurred in connection with these revival meetings.

13pevis, op. cit., pp. 68=70.
L4hid., p. T3«

151b1d0, PP 15"250
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It wvas & time vhen people looked for and expected strange and mysterious
happenings.16 It was a time, too, of considerable competition among the
.cl:mrches, s0 that very likely meny were concerned as to what was the true
church, if there was really a true cimrch. This had been one of the
concerns which Joseph had professed concerning his boyhood days.

Another feature of the spiritual thinking of the time was the idea
of "spiritual wifiem.” The essential feature of this belief is that men
&nd vomen are meted in heaven as spirits. Since there was no way of.
cammunicating this mating before birth to those on earth, men and women
were free to find their meates here. When an individual, by some sort of
Ingpiration, wag able to deteect his spiritual mate, he should be free to
Join with that mate. Sometimes this new conjunction of the sexes was
purely olatonle in nature, but soretimes it wes Just a step toward
living together in more mundane relations.l! Ho doubt later Mormon
polygeny erose from the seed of this doctrine. If Joseph Smith practised
it, as there is much evidence that he did, his practise of it too
developed frou this idea, end actually was the beginning of Mormon
polygamy.18

" The books thet have been written and affidavits that have been
svorn, giving an unfavoreble view of Joseph's early life and of his
family, are nmumerous and severe. The family is characterized as

15George B. Arbaugh, Revelation In Mormonism (Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press, 1932 )» « 1=2.

17Kimbell Young, Isn't One Wife Enought (New York: Henry Holt and
Canpany, 1954), p. 68
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ignorant, bigoted, superstitious, dishonest, and lazy. dJoseph Smnith's
fother, Joseph Suith, Sr., wes known to be intensely superstitious. He
spent o large part of his time in "witching" for lost treasure with a
mineral rod.l?

One of the gharpest criticisme of the family has been leveled by
Mra. Horace Eoton, who wes a resident of Palmyra for thirty-iwo years.
£ha mede the following eveluation of the Prophet and his mother:

As far ae Mormonipm wes connected with its reputed founder, Joseph
Snith, . . . it had its origin in the brain and heart of en
ignorant, deceitful mother: Joe Smith's mothsr moved in the lowest
walks of life, but she had & kind of mental power, which her son
skered. With them both the imagination was the commanding faculty.
It wvas vein but vivid. To it was subsidized reason, conscience,
truth. Both meother end son were noted for a habit of extravegant
assertion. They would look e listener full in the eye, and; with-
out cenfusion or blenching, would fluently improvise stertling
statenents and exclting stories, the warp and woof of vhich were
elike cheer falsehood. Was an inconsistency elluded to, nothing
dounted, a subterfuge wes alweys at hand. As one old men, who kuew
then well, Bl’.-'.id to me, "You cen't face them down. They'd lie and
gtick to it." . . . The mother of the high-priest of lMormonism wes
guperetiticus to the last degree. The very alr she breathed was
inhebited by "familier spirits that peeped end wizerds that
muttered.” She turred many & penny by tracing in the lines of the
open palm the fortunes of the inquirer. All aninous signs were
heeded. . . . Even in the cld Green Mountain State; . . . Mrs.
Snith's mind was made up that one of her sons should be a prophet.
The weaek father egreed with her that Joseph was the "gemus" of
their nine children. 8o it was estoblished that Joseph should be
the prophet. To such an extent did the mother impress this idea
upon the boy, that all the instincts of childhood were restreained.
He rarely smiled or leughed. "His looks end thoughts were always
dowvnwerd bent." He never indulged in the demonstrations of fun,
since they would not be iz keeping with the profound dignity of his
allotted vocetion. H:I.s mother inspired end aided hia in every
scheme of duplicity 'ana cunning. All acquainted with the facts
agree in seying that the evil Bp:l.rit of Mommonism dwelt first in
Joe Smith's mother.20

shook, TOMP, p. 18.
201id., pp. 19-20.
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Joseph, later the Prophet, vas one of & set known as "money=
diggers."” He hed a "peep-stone," which had been discovered in the
diggingofa.wall. He would put 1t in his hat end claim that in it he
could see pleces to rug for money .2l
Joseph was not in good graces with his father-in-law, Isaac Hale,

of Harmony, Pemnsylvania. When Joseph csked the hend of his daughter in

merrioge, Mr. Hale refused. Therefore Snith and Buma eloped, end were
married on Jemary 18, 1827. Peter Ingersoll, who accampanied Joseph
and Bmma wvhen they returned to the Hele home to get Bmna's belongings,
reports that Inle seid he would rather follow Bume to the grave than see
her married to Saith. Ik -a.ccused Saith of deceiving people by cleiming
o use his peep-stone for finding money. dJoseph at thet timei admitted
his deceptions, and promised to mend his ways,22 but it seems that he
soon forgot that promise, probably owing in part to the pressure of his
family.23 Hele too has sworn to & statement to the effect that Joseph
Snith wes & low type of character and e deceiver.2%

In 1833 fifty-one citizens of Palmyra, New York, signed the
following stoatement concerning the character of the Smiths:

e, the undersigred, have been acquainted with the Smith femily,

for & number of years, while they resided near this place, and wve

have no hesitation in saying, that we consider them destitute of

that moral character, which ought to entitle then to the confidence

of any cammunity. They were perticulerly femous for visionary
projects, spent much of their time in digging for money which they

21;3_:[.9_., P. 22.
22ghook, TORM, p. 20.
23mid., p. 21.
2hmid., pp. 32-33.
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. pretended was hid in the. earth; and to this day, large excavations
mey be seen in the earth, not far from their residence, where they
used to spend their time in digging for hidden treasures.  Joseph
Snith, Senior, end his son Joseph, were in particuler considered
entire].z destitute of moral character, and addicted to vicious

cOneern.l.ngthe f:l.naingoftheplatesfmwhich‘bhe Book of lMormon
wes tal:en, mwr Ingersoll has ma.ﬂe the fo].low'.'.ng statement in an
affidavit sworn in 18;,3, about en event that took place in 1827

-One day he come ana.greetedme, with e joyful countenence. Upon
osking the cause of his unusual happiness, he replied in the follow=
ing lenguoge: "As I was passing, yesterday, across the woods, after
& heavy shower of rain, "I found, in a hollow; scme beautiful white
sand, that had been washed up by the water. I took off my frock,
and tied up several quarts of it and then went home. On my
entering the house, I found the femily at the table, eating dinner.-
They were all anxiious to know the contents of my frock. At that
monent, I happened to think of what I had heard ebout a history
found in Cenada, called the golden Bible; so I very gravely told
then it wes the golden Bible. To my surprise, they were credulous
enough to believe what I said. Accordingly I told them thet I had
received a comuandment to let no one see it; for, says I, no man can
see 1t with the naked eye and live. However, I offered to take out
the book and show it to them, but they refused to see it, and left
the roon. "Now," said Joe, "I have got the @=---d fools fixed, and
will cerry out the fun." Iotwithstending, he told me he had no such
book, and believed there never was eny such book, yet, he told me
that he ectuslly went to Willard Chese, to get him to make a chest,
in which he might deposit his golden Bible. But, as Chase would
not do it, he made a box himself, of clapboards, and put it into a
pillow-case, end allowed people only to lift it, and feel of it

through the case.20

There ere many more statements end affidevits concerning the
character and life or.rosephm'rrophatanahu family. The books by
Charles Shook referred to in this paper contain meny of these.

Aﬁotherviewofthe&ophatia that he had some kind of mentel
illness. Kimball Young presents the possibility that he was what Young

25ghook, TOMP, p. 2.
26shook, TOBM, p- 21.
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calls a "parapeth," which he defines as one who cannot always tell fact
from fentasy. As a youth, Joseph was knm a8 a great spimmer of tall
yarns. Young suggests that 1t 1 likely that with the telling and
retelling of these stories, Joseph himself began to believe they were
. true. Then when he found others accepting them as focts, he was all the
more inclined to believe them himself.2T7 -

The writer of thls peper will admit the possibility of same mental
disorder on the part of Joseph Smith. However, whatever the involvement
of Joseph Snith may i:ave been in producing and dicteting the Book of
Momaon, the writer feels that this involvement constitutes too great a
matter to have been carried out by someone who simply could not dis- :
tinguish fact from fantasy. It is likely that in those times in which
Joseph Suith grew up,.when religion wes so closely connectefl with
superstition, end when religious menifestations brought a person
distinction and power, the genius of Joseph Snith combined with his and
his femily's lust for power and distinction, and with.the spirit of the
times, in such a way as to produce & cumning and duplicity of almost
unbelievable depth. Joseph may honestly not have had a very clear
distinction between right and wrong. His great ebility, his power of
influencing people, his lack of conscience, and ability to carry out
long-range plans of freud, suggest the type of personality known as
psychopa.ﬂ;ic, but it is better not to try to make a conclusive analysis.
Some mentel illnesses do not diminieh, but rather incresse, a person's
strength and activity, even activity that seems normal.

2Tyoung, op. cit., pp. 82-83.
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The R.L.D.S. Church claims three sacred books which are said to be
primarily the work of Joseph Snith. These three books are the Inspired
Version or Inspired Tranesletion of the Holy Seriptures, the Book of
Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, usually referred to as
Doctrine and Covenants. ;

The Book of Mormon was the first book produced by Joseph Smith.
Joseph claimed that it was & record of early fmerican peoples, who came
to this continent from the land of Palestine. It ie the new witress for
Christ, a sacred record written from and for the Western world. It adds
to the witness of the Bible, and mekes a mmber of things clearer then
the Scriptures d0.28 In form it is divided into books es the Bible is.
It is a story of aéveral groups of people that left Palestine and came
to America.2?

The first of these groups thet left Palestine was under the di-
rection of Jared, just efter the confusion of tongues at Bebel. The date
usually given is 2200 B.C. With them they brought the sacred records of
the children of Cod. On the Americen continent they grew and prospered,
and developed en advanced civilization. But at last these people, the
Jaredites, split into two groups, and ennihileted themselves irn war.

About the time this wer was teking place, around 500 B.C., another
group lef't Jerusalem, made up of two femilies. These famlles

284 consistent claim of the R.L.D.S. Church, e.g., James S. Menzies,
A Second Witness for Jesus Christ ( Independence: Herald House, n.d.).

29The swmary given in this paper is adapted primerily from Iamb,
op. eit., pp. 29-32. Other sumeries may be found iu Shook, TOBM,
pp. 9-13, and Thelona D. Stevens, Book of Mormon Studies (Independenee.
Herald Houae, 1955), pp- 9-1!;.
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intermarried, but soon split into two rival nations, the Nephites and
the Lamanites. About nine years after this group came over, a third
group left Jerusalem, under the leadsrshipn of a son of King Zedekigh.
After about four hundred yeers, the Nephites discovered them, and they
became one people, bearing the name Nephites. Ths Nephites eventually
occupled most of North fmerica, while the Lamanites covered the South
Averican continent. The Lamenites ware cursed by God with e "skin of
blackness" at the very beginning of their separate existence. They wore
& wild, ferocious, ignorantipeople; the ansastors! GETihe gresert ! males
races. The Nephites were God's favorites, establishing Christisn
churches, furnishing great prophets, epostles, and martyre, and enjoying
all the blessings ond privileges of the New Testement dispensation
before . the time of the New Testement.

Alter Josus' resurrection, he appeered to his pecple on the American

continent, remaining forty days, preaching, doing miraclec, ordaining
twelve apostles, end otherwise establishing the faith of the peop.“..e
According to the Saints, these are the people Jesus referred tc wken he
sald, "Other sheep I heve," ms recorded in Johkn 10:16. A few years
later the whole JAmerican population is reported converted, the Lamenites
and Rephites are enrolled in Christien churches. Two hundred years of
peace, purity, and religious culture then followed. But by and by
apostasy agaln occurs. The spostates take the old neme of Lemanites and
are hostile toward religion and religious people. Thgee Lamanites grow,
opposing the Nephites, and at last war and bloodshed again fill the lend.
In the year 384 A.D. the Lemanites succeeded in destroying the Nephiies
and all that was left of the religious element.
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A prophet nomed ilormon was camender-in-chief of the Nephite forces.
Before the final war ended, he gathered all the records of the people,
which were the result of inspiration of God, abridged them, end ens;'avad
this record on golden plates. These he turned over to his son Moroni, a
comnander of one division of the Hephite army. He finished the record,
end hid the plates in the sacred hill Cumorah, near Palmyra, lew York. 1
Moroni hsd been the only Hephite survivor who did not go over to the
Lanenites. The plates remained in Cumorah for fourteen hundred years,
until Moronl returned in the form of en angel, appearing to Joseph Snith.
He geve Salth directions for finding the plates. With the plates Joseph
also found the Urim and Thumamim, the special spectacles for transleting
the records. When Jpeph would wear them and look at the plates, the

English words would gppear veneeth the Reformed Egyptien words. He
would then dictate the translation to his scribe. The translation was
finighed in 1630, end Martin Harris fi;aanead the publishing of five |
thousand copies of the book.30

This book contains a mumber of passeges referring to Zion and the
building of it. In I Hephi 3:187 are the words: "And blessed are they
that chall seek to bring forth my Zion et that dasy, for they shall have
the gift and power of the Holy Ghost." II Hephi 11:100 says, "But the
iaborer in Zion shall lebor for Zion; for if they labor for money, they
shall perish.” Other references to Zion are in II Nephi 5:31,33;
11:106,108,118; 12:30, and in the Book of Nephi 9:86.

Joseph Smith had two sets of witnesses for the plates of the Book

30ghook, TOEM, p. 8.
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of Mormon. The first group consisted of three men, the second group, of
eight men. The members of the first group were Oliver Cowdery, Martin
Herris, and David VWhitmer, who had made a special request to be allowed
to be' the official witne;aaa'of the plates.3l An angel supposedly
showed them the pletes, while Joseph himself showed the plates to the
group of eight.32 The seperate testimonies of the two groups serve as
prefeaces Lo the Bo::kofMomon.- Before many yeers all three men of the
first group had severed relstions with the church founded by Joseph
&mith.33 OF the second group, three of the men were members of the
- Smith fanily, end four of the Whitmer femily. John Pege was the eighth
witness.

In 1828 Martin Harris obtained from Smith e specimen of the Reformed
Egyptian in which the Book of Mormon wes supposed to have been written
end took it to Professor Charles Anthon in New York City. Harris later
meinteined that Anthon had said the letters were genuine and that the
translation was correct. Professor Anthon, however, emphatically denied
ever meking such o statement and declered that "the paper contained
anything else but Egyptien hieroglyphics."34

The most commonly-accepted belief among non-Mormons or "Gentiles"
concerning the origin of the Book of Mommon centers arcund & romance
written by & retired clergymen named Solomon Speulding. The name of

slmm, mo e_ii-, Pe 6].-
3EIb:ld., PP- 62"63-
33mia., p. 63.

34Beriry C. Sheldon, A Fourfold Test of Mormonien (Cincimnati: The
Abingdon Press, 1918), pp. 21-23.
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this ramance was "Manuscript Found,” and 1t was never published. There
ére no copiles of this novel in existence now. The R.L.D.S. Church at
one time came into possession of another writing of Spaulding, entitled
"Menuseript Story,” which they have claimed is the story that others
claim was the besis of the Book of Mormon. They point out that there
is no particular similarity between the two. Indeed, there is not;
however, there is a great deal of evidence that this is not the seme
story as the one upon which the Book of Momuon is held to be based.3?

The exact detalls of the development of "Manuscript Found" into the
Book of Mormon are not known, nor are they significant for this study.
About 1613 Spaulding had sent his manuscript to the printing office of a
Mr. Patterson in Pitisburg, Pennsylvania, hoping to get it published, so
that he could pay his debts. Patterson did not publish it right away.
About 1616 Sidney Rigdon, & good friend of Patterson's partner, came
across the menuscript while lounging esround the printing office. Ha
elther took it, or read it carefully and remembered much of the contents.
Probebly he took it. As Speulding bad written the story, he read it to
many friends end acquaintances. When these people later read and heard
the Book of Mormon, they testified that there were many similarities
between the two books and that the outline of history contained in the
two 1s the same.36

Just how Rigdon and Smith got together is not clear, but it is quite
cleer that they did get together a number of years before Ridgon's

35ghook, TOEM, pp. 65-TT-.

36_1.5;12-: pps T9-82, 102. Testimonies and development of the story
constitute a large pert of Shook's boolk.
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professed conversion to the Church in 1830. Probably Ridgon heard of
Snith as e rising "fortune~teller and money-digger" and decided that
Suith was the man he needed for the purposes he had in mind. Together
they concocted the whole plen of the Book of Mormon and the kind of
church they should found upon it. The idea was originally Rigdon's, but
he hed & definite need for a person puch as Joseph Smith in carrying out
his schemes.3T

The changes that were made in "Manuscript Found" and the material
that was added to produce the Book of Mormon were completely or at
lezst mostly 'bhe. voric of Rigdon. Smith may bhave made scme contributlon.

There are meny reflections of teachings of the Disciples of Christ, a
church founded by Alexander Campbell; Rigdon was a minister of this
church et this time.3% A fruitful source of materisl was the King Jemes .
Version of the Holy Bible. INMumerous passages and also longer sections
of the Book of Mormon are verbatim duplications of passages fram the
King Jemes Version. Other passages ere very similar to passages in the
Bible, and probably were derived from them.39
'he Book of Mormon hes been characterized as wordy, repetitious,
and of a generally low literery quality. Other facts of significance
are its reference to modern develomments and knowledge of science, use
of modern words, and reference in accounts writien before the time of
Carist to things which He said as heving already been said by Him. The

3TLaub, op- eit., . Ths Arbaugh, op. cit., pp. 28-32.
3Barbaugh, op. eit., pp. 10-13.
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anti-climactic. - Revival scenes and teminology of the time of publi-
cation also sppear frequently in the Book of Mormon.40

The Book of HMormon is of vital importance as a foundation of the
R.L.D.S. Church. The followers of Joscph Smith look upon it as z
necessery cvidence of the genulneness of the Restoration. If it and the
claims conceraning it are false, then Joseph Smith as & Prophet of the
Restoration, and any clurch claiming to be his followers, are false.Bl
This book aleo brings forth the concert of a building of Zion here on
earth. The book p:;asents the doctrine of continued revelation, thus
setting things up for Joseph Smith to be the Prophat of the latter day,
of the Lord's "restored" Church, the Church of Jesus Curist of Latter

_Dey Saints.l@

Despite the fact that the Prophet never claimed actually to have
worked with the original text in the true sense of translation and that
there is no originsl text avallable for furthsr s'm’dar, nevertheleas
later leaders of the R-L-?D.S. Church have made changes in the interest
of improving the subject-matter of thic book which they claim is diviaely
inspired.43

“he Book of Doctrine and Covenants is ths next book to consider.

"OImb, ©p. _G_j_._t-, PDe 99"106.
uhi&n’ PP 3.?"38.

%2mme Book of Jacob 1:3; 3:11. This is one of the books of the
Book of Mormon. '

¥3an explenstion of these corrections forms the preface to the
Book of Momion printed in 1944 by the Herald House. -
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This book claims to be e record of revelations given primarily to Joseph
the Prophet, but also to some of the other early leaders, and then to the
true successors of the Prophet, necmely, the presidents of the K.L.D.S.
Chuarch. The most recent of these at this writing was received in 1954
by President Israel A. Sunith. Soma of the revelations allezedly received
by the Prophet were received before the founding of the Church; most
cane in the first fow years following the founding. Very often reve-
lations are convenlently received shortly before the General Oonfez:ences,
20 thot the Conferences can decide whether the revelation is genuine.
Some of the revelations concern doctrine, but most of them give directions
for guilding the affeirs of the church, especially the eppointment of
leaders. Some of the eerliest revelations gave directions concerning the
{ransiction of the Book of Mormon. The book conteins specific directions
for the establishment of Zion, even indicating where it is to be built.
There are several differences between this book and the Utah Mormon
version of it, particulaerly the omission of Section 132 of the Utah
book, the revelation on celestial merriage.

One other literery work of Joseph the Préphet is of primary
importance to the R.L.D.S. Church. This is the Inspired Version or
Inspired Transletion of the Holy Scriptures. The clain of the Saints is
that there have been various errors and omissions in translating the
Seriptures. Only divine revelation could restore the Bible as it really
wes.¥5  Joseph snith was the men to do this, with same help from

4imis is a general admission of the Saints, which cen be checked
according to dates given in the Doctrine and Covenants.

45A. B. Pillips, Three Bibles Compared (Independence: Herald
mae, 194"'), PD. 3-11.
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Sidney Rigdon. le began this work in 1830 and completed it in 1833.
Large parts of the Bible are unchanged or changed only slightly. But
Joseph, ‘or Rigdon, made, additions end some significant changes. Ha
expanded the twenty-ninth chapter of Isalah and the fiftieth chapter
of Genesls, in order to insert a forecast of his prophetic calling and
the unearthing of the Book of Mormon.¥6 Other significent edditicns
are in the early chapters of Genesis, where, for example, the sixth
chapter declares that even Adam knew the name of Jesus Christ and
received beptism. God authorized this translation in & revelation
glven to Joseph Saith in June, 1830, which wes primerily a vision of an
eppearance of God to Moses, making Moses His servant to write his part
of the Bible. This reveletion appears as Section twenty-two in the
Doctrine and Covenanis, and as & preface to the Imspired Version.

Thie chapter has presented verious factors of the origin of the
R.L.D.S. Church end their doctrines of today. The person and claims
of Joseph Smith, end the three books for which he is primarily
respongible, so they believe, are very vitel for the Saints of yesterday
and today. The Saints believe in these things and guide their faith
and 1life eccordingly, as individuals and es a church.

46ghe1don, op. eit., pp. 27-26.




CHAPTER IV

THE CHURCH FROM ITS FOUNDING TO THE DEATH
OF 'THE PROPHET (1830-18L%)

Joseph Snith end several of his mssoclates had been preaching their
doctrines while he was producing the Book of Mormon. Then on April 6,
1630, Joseph and Oliver Cowdery, with four other young men, met end
formmed the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. To ‘the Saints
of today, that date is very importent, because it means that after many
centuries of mpostasy, & true Church again existed on the earth.l

The Clmrch did not gain a large group of followers at the very
outset. After eight months in December, 1830, the Church numbered
seventy mensbers.2 Except for & few low-type individuals the people in
the immediste area where Joseph lived had no respect for his claims.3

Then Joseph declared & revelation to the effect that the Clmrch
should move westwerd.  In 1831 the Saints of this original Church moved
to Kirtland, Ohio, end esteblished headquarters there.} Sidney Rigdon

ljotn W. Rushton, The Apostesy and the Restorstion (Independence:
Herald House, n.d.), p. 20, and consistently in the writings of the
church.

. 2Inez Smith Davis, The Story of the Church (Independence: Herald
House, 1943), p. 99.

3charles A. Shook, The True Origin of the Book of Moxmon
(Cincinnati: The Stendard Publishing Caompeny, 1915,, DPe 1T, Hereafter
this title will be referred to as TOEM.

dpoctrine and Covenants 36:7. Hereafter this book will be referred
to as DC.
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soon joined the Church, professing to be converted. With him he brought
& mmber of followers. Converts fram B;bntor, Ohio, moved to Kirtland,
and the church grew quite rapidly, as one of the early mv_ela.tiong of
Joseph had seid it would.”’ This was & time when many pecple were ¢on-
cerned sbout religion, when unusuel and mysterious happeunings were
believed and even looked for, and many people looked for visionary
elements in religion. Perhaps there was also & concern, 8s Joseph had
professed, as to vhich church was true, and perhaps & serious and sincere
desire to be sure of the truth for truth's sake. A church thet made such
claims as this Church made through its Prophet would naturally attract
Bane people, particularly during times such as those during which it

origineted. Not to be overlooked is the appeal to the ego which is
bresent in & church of this type. The claim of belonging to the only
true church, restored to the earth by special action of the Lord,
naturally would appeal to some .6 Then, too, the Church received immediate
oppoaition, and persecution freguently leads people both inside and out-
side the group to believe that the persecuted group is in the right.

The Church from the very beginning sent out missionaries. Mission- .
aries had proceded the settling at Kirtland. In 1831 missionaries were
sent to the erea of Independence, in Jackson County, Missouri. One
vhole branch, the Colesville branch, moved to Jackson County and settled
in Kew township, west of Independence.l

JF. Henry Edwards, A Commen on the Doctrine and Covenants

-—

(Independence: Hereld House, 1950), De 159

6M. T. Lamb, The Mormons and Their Bible (m:.adel;ma The Judson
Press, 1903), pp. 15=-22.

Tpevis, op. cit., pp. 112-16.
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The Crurch did not know from the begimning vhere i% would endesvor
to esteblish Zion. In September, 1830, Oliver Cowdery hed prayed to the
Iord, seeking such infomeation, but the Lord is said to have told him
very clearly, "It is not revealed, end no men knoweth where the city
£hall be built, but 1t shall be given herafter."d

On Merch 7, 1831, the Saints received instruction that the gsthering
in Kirtlend was preliminary to establishing Zion. The mission ta the
west was another step toward Zion, and the Saints were now to gather up
their riches, in order to be ble to purchase the land for Zion.? At
the June Conference in Kirtlesnd, the elders of the Church were directed
‘to essemble in Missouri. They would then be shown vhere the City of
Zion wes to be. The elders went to Missouri and began to arrive in
Jackson County in the latter part of July.19 ilo explanation is given as
to why they went to a county on the western border of the state, vhen
they had come from the Bast, and had only been instructed to come into
the stats. At this time Sectione fifty-seven through sixty of the
Doctrine and Covenents were given, by revelation of God. Section 57:1,
given in July, 1831, imperted the following information to the Saints:

Hearken, 0 ye elders of my church seith the Lord your God, who have

essembled yourselves together, according to my comnandments, in

this land which is the land .of Missouri, which is the land which

I have gppointed end consecrated for the gathering of the salnts:

vherefore this is the land of promice, end the place for the city

of Zion. And thus saith the Loxrd your God, If you will receive

wisdon here is wisdom. Behold, the place vhich is now
Independence, is the center place, end the spot for the temple is

8nc 27:3.
9pc 45:12.
10pivards, op. cit., p. 169.
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lying westward upon a lot which is not fer from the courthouse;

vherefore it is wisdom that the land should bé purchased by the

selnte; and also every tract lying westward, even unto the line

rumning directly between Jew and Centile. And also every tract

bordering by the prairies, inasmuch es my disciples are enabled

to buy lends. Behold this is wisdom, that they may obtain it for

an everlasting inkeritence.

On fugust 3, 1831, Joseph Smith dedicated the land for the temple,
- even though the Church did not yet own the land. On December 19 of that
Yyeer, Bishop Partridge purchased sixty-three acres of land including the
lot for the temple, known simply as the "Temple Lot," from J. H. Fluornoy
end his wife. The purchese price was one hundred thirty dollers. This
lot is not presently owmed by the R.L.D.S. Church. As a resuli of some
legal technicalities it is now in the possession of a emell group known
as the Hedricklies, followers of ons of the men who claimed leadership
efter the desth of the Prophet.ll The present lack of ownership of the
Temple Lot does not seem to be a ceuse of concern to the Church.

Section 57 also contained instructions for gathering at Zion.
Sidney Gilbert and Bishop Pertridge were to be the main leaders in
procuring lend end orgenizing the commnity of Saints. By July, 1833,
nearly two thousend acres of land in Mepandancgandﬂastot
Independence were in the possession 'of the Saints. They had established
& etorshouse, by which they were to provide for the poor and for times
of need. Williem Phelps received the divine gppointment to be printer
for the Church, end to meke & profit for the good of the Saints. He

became publisher of The Evening end The Morning Star, the first

1lpavis, gp. eit., p. 527; Edwards, op. cit., pp. 190-92.




. periodical of the Church, which eppeared in June, 1832.12 The whole

; things. This exhausted Joseph, cheapened the idea of revelation, and

: 37

- region of the country around Independence was to be bought es soon as

time would permit.t3
One of the difficulties that the Prophet feced was the terdency of
‘the people to inquire of God for direct guidance concerning trivial

weakened the self-reliance of the Saints. He therefore proclaimed the
revelation: "It is not meet that I should commend thee in sll things."lh
A later leader of the Church pointed out the timeliness of this reve-
lation, and elso observes in this connection that:

The Saints need to remember that no man is Justified in asking for

divine puidance until he has made full use of the intelligence
vhich Cod already hes given him.15

This incident provides some insight into the thinking end practices of !
the Seints involving revelation.
Another warning 1ssued;by the Prophet as a revelation was that the
elders of the Church should not be in a lurry to get to Independence, -
for the time would not come for many years to receive their inheritance
in this land. Joseph Smith III, the son of the Prophet, later pointed
out that the troubles that soon afterwards beset the Sesints were the
result of disobedience to this command.l6

12pavards, op. cit., pp. 185, 194.
13pc 58:11.

lhipg 58:6. |

l5Eawards, op. cit., p. 197.
16mid., p. 198.
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The first conference in the land of Zion, the £ifth of the Church, .

wes held on August 4, 1831. The seat of the Presidency of the Church
wes to remain in Kirtland, which was more accessible. loney was to be
gathered there and elsewhere for the purchase of Zion.l7

Daring the following months missionaries of the Church went about
preaching, and the Church grew steadily. Canada, New York, and Few
Englend were particular asreas where missionaries worked. Joseph Smith,
Sr., was made patriarch, or father ‘to the whole church on Dscember 18,
1833.16 '

0ld neighbors of the Smiths in Palmyra were not concerned when the
Saints moved and began work in the west. They felt certain that only e
‘very, very few people would ever accept Suith's teechings end claims of
being the Prophet. However, when they heerd that Joseph was geining &
considersble following, many of them begen to record affidavits
concerning the character and activities of the Prophet and his family,
with the hope thet people might be werned by them. E. D. Howe published
& mumber of these in his book Mormonism Unveiled of 1634.19

Happenings which brought both Joy aad sorrow occurred - in 1833 and
the yeers following. In Kirtland the cornerstone of the new temple was
laid in 1833, and the temple was dedicated in 1836.2C This temple still
stands and is the property of the R.L.D.S. Church. But at the time of

17mid., pp. 201-02.

]Bnavi, op. cit., pp. 168-73.
198h;ok, T0BM, pp. 17-18.
20pavis, op. cit., pp. 202-0k%.
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the comerstoﬁe-lnyiug in Kirtland, the Seints in Zion were in great
distress.

Persecution on the part of their neighbors brought the Salwts in
Independence much suffering, driving them from Jeckson County, and
eventually from the state of Missouri. The Saints were Easterners, and
their dress end epeech wers different from thet of their neighbors.
These were wild times, and certainly in such times pecple who were
different in their ways, vho professed a pious life, and who regarded
themselves as the one end only true ciurch would arcuse the scorn and
thke anger of tiheir frontier neighbors. Such diverse peopls could hardly
live together in peace and unity. The Saints wer= the subjects of
ostracism, tut it only strengthened their conviction of their own

suporlority. Arrogance and group egoiism were apparent among them, a
comaon coccurrence among those who feel they are a "chosen" pecple. They
hed gained great strength and mumbers, and had acquired large smounts of
land, which then belonged to the govermaent, and was subject to pre-
,emption. These things would be enough to arouse hostility from their
neighbors. But this wasn't everything. The Saints were not slave--
holders. Though they tried to maintain a neutral position on the
matter, there was no such thing es complete neutrality. Some pronounce-
nents came out egainst it, and this attitude on the part of the Saints,
vho formed such a large part of ths population, seemed & real threat to
their neighbors.2k

So it was 1-./hat on July 20, 1833, the neighbors of the Saints drew
up & petition asking or demanding that the Saints leave Jackson County.

2111d., pp. 155=57.
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This was followed by mob violence. On July 23 the Saints signed a
treaty, agreeing that balf of them would leave before Jamuery 1, 183%,
and the other half by April first of that year. However, new viclence
broke out in October of 1833, and early in November most of the Saints
crossed the Missouri River northward into Clay County. They hoped that
soon the difficuliles might be ironed out and they might return, but
this hope failed to be fulfilled. Still the dream end goal of Zion
lived strongly in the hearts and souls of those who hed suffered so
beceuse of their faith.22

For some time the Ssints lived in Clay County and neighboricg
areas, hoping in vain that the difficulties in Jackeon County might be
ironed out. The arrangement for living in Clay County was intended to
be only temporary. VWhen it appeared that & return to Jackson County
seemed ont of the guestion in the near future, the local and state
euthorities made provisions by law, enabling the Sainte to setitle in
Celdwell County. They began settling in this aree in 1836. Toey
established the town of Far West 25 their county seat and chief center.
Converts from the East came and sattled in this area also, so that the
Mormon settlements spread beyond this county. During this time, however,
there vas intermal strife, and the three mejor witnesses to the Book of
Mormon, as well as other prominent leaders, severed their relations with
the Church. None of the three witnesses officlally 'mpudiated his
testimony to the Book of Mormon,23 but none of them ever rejoined the

221p1d., pp. 157-67.
as]bido’ PPe 235"‘“--
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Church, and Oliver Cowdery later joined a Methodist Church.2%: m 1838,
the Prophet denounced Mertin Harris as "given loose to all kinds of
abaminetions, lying, cheeting, swindling, with all kinds of debeuchery."25

The going was not elwoys smooth for Joseph. During these years
there were other people who claimed to receive revelations from God.
Joseph Smith accordingly brought forth other revelations, which pointed
out that commendments were to be received only through him, and that he
hed the keys to the kingdom of hea:ven_. Joseph met resistance end
oppoeition from his people, mainly because of his high-handed methods.
Already in the summer of 1831 it appeared that he would be custed from
kls position. In 1833 trouble wes brewing. In 1834 he was brought to
trial, vindicated, and retained his position with difficulty. About
1837 en attempt wes made to put Devid Whitmer in Joseph's place, but
this, too, failed.2® Finally a revelation came forth from the Lord
commending the apostles, "Rebel rot egainst my servent Joseph."27 In
all the bitter contr&varsy end spostasy that went on Joseph mansged to
retain his position. [is revelations were of course his main weapon.

The early and middle 1830's were important years for orgenizing a
more complete end complex govermuent for the Church. On February 17,
1834, the Standing High Council was organized.28 In accordance with

2hghook, WOHM, p. 60.
25mid., p. 48.

26george B. Arbaugh, Revelation In Mormanism (Chicago: The
University of Chicago Pr;as, 1932), pp. 61-65.

2Tpg 105:6.
28pavis, op. cit., p. 188.




2
revelation received before the founding or the Church, the Quorum of the
Twelve A.t::ostles was appointed and organized on February 1%, 1835. These
Twelve arranged to take their first mission trip through the. eastern
states. On March 28 they met for their final assembly, and the minutes
of the meeting contained the following:

The time when we are sbout to separate is near; and.when we shall
meet again, God only knows; we therefore feel to ask of him wvhom we
heve escknowledged to be our Prophet and Seer, that he.inquire of
God for us, and obtain a revelation (if consistent), that we may
lock upon it when we are separated, that our hearts may be
conforted. . « « We have unitedly asked God our Heavenly Father to
grant unto us through his Seer, a revelation of his mind and will
concerhing our duty the coming seeson, even a great revelation,
that will enlarge our hearts, comfort us in adversity, and brighten
our hopes amidst the power of darkness.2d

Prepident Snith complied with the request, inquired of the Lord,
end as o result the revelation known as Section 104 of the Doctrine and
Covenants ceme into being. This section gives detailed instruction
concerning the various offices of the Church, and the duties of each
official. This complicated organization of officialdom claims sources
in both the Old and New Testements, particularly in sections edded to
early chepters of Genesis in the Inspired Translation. The government
thus established was very hierarchical. The people were taught that
they must accept the lesders, since they were eppointed Ly God Himself.

'In 1834-35 the Book of Doctrine and Covensuts was produced, as an
arranging of the doctrine end principles of govermuent for the Church.
Revelations that had been claimed comprised the main part of it. There
is considersble evidence that mauy chenges were made from the form in
which various revelations originally sppesred. This book superseded

29pdwerds, op. cit., p. 336.
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the Book of Commendments, and becane one of the standard books of the
Clmrch, 30

In 16836 the Kirtland Temple hed been dedicated, with services
lasting elght hours. The Seints reported that :l.ntensa religious feeling
and manifestations charactered the services.3l In 1837 Saith told. Heber
C. Kimball that the Lord had told him that Kimball should go to Englend
to do mission work. Kimball went, thus beginning the first mission work
of the Church in a foreign country. Soon converts were coming over to
Join the Saints in America. In 1840 the first mmber of the Millennial
Star appeared in England.32 Mission work elso was proceeding in
Anerica, with perticular efforts made in Hew York City. Claims of
marvelous heeling were an importent part of this mission.33 All this
vork and preaching was ultimately for the purpose of esteblishing Zion
in Independence, and with the assurance that sametime it would so come
‘to pass.

But trouble wes agaln brewing for the Saints in llissourli. The
Mormons in Daviess County hed sufficient power to swing the election in
1838. One candidate feared them and made efforts to prevent the Mormons
from voting. His actions triggered further action against the Mormons,
and soon mob persecution again ceame upon them. The violence suffered by
the Mormons was enormous. Governor Boggs issued orders to exterminate

30pavis, op. cit., pp. 199-201; Arbsugh, op. cit., pp. 89-9k.
3lpevis, op. cit., pp. 204=05.

32_3.’3-.@.-.': Dp. 219-29.

33mid., pp. 230-32.
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. the Mormons or drive them from the state. Accordingly Gemeral Clark
compelled them to promise to leave the stete of Missouri by May 1, 1839.
Joseph Snith wes imprisoned in Liberty, in Clay County, where he
appointed and blessed his son, Joseph III, as his successor. The Saints
seemed farther than e\-ve::' from their goal of Zion. FKevertheless,
misslonaries were at work in every part of the United States, and newly-
converied Saluts were coming into Missouri even vhen they came only to be
driven out with the earlier settlers.3¥

The next center and gathering place for the Mormons waes Nauvoo,
Dlinois. ihen the Saints fled from Missourli in the winter of 1838-39,
they first found refuge in Quincy, Ilinois.3 When Joseph Smith got to
Ilinois, he chose a malarie-ridden lowland arcund the deserted village
of Commerce as the new home for his people. He obtained a charter froam
the stete of Tllinols for his town, renaming it Hauvoo, which meens
"beautiful place."” The Saints set themselves to the task of building up
& beautiful city, in keeping with the neme they hed chosen. They drained
the swampland, and dug deep welle instead of using surface water, and
the meleria became & nmch less serious problem than before. Saints
streamed in from everywhere, particulerly converts from England. The
city became the largest in Illinois, passing the twenty thousand
population mark before the troubles arose which forced the Saints to
leave their Illinois home.36 Estimates of the world membership by 1844,

34mia. 5 DD« 241-54.
351mid., p. 256.
36mid., pp. 270, 316-T.
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when these @lfflculties occurred, range from forty thousend to two
hundred. thousand .37

In Neuvoo Joseph Smith became a powerful figure, bescaning mayor of
the city, Iieutenant-General of the Hauvoo legion, end candicéste for
president of th: United St=tes on an independent ticket in 1844. Sidney
Rigdon was his running mate. He lived in the Mansion House, which siso
provided hotel facflities for visitors to the city.38

In 1839 the first issue of a new periodical, Times and Seasons,
eppeared. Ebenezer Fobinson directed the printing interests of the
Cimrch. Two thousand new copies of the Book of Mormon were printed and
placed in the hands of the people.39

The Saints built their temple in Nauvoo, with the men giving of
their time to work on it. It wes the center of interest and served as a
source of insniration to the whole popvulation. It wes visible for miles
up and down the Mississippl River.  Fire destroyed this temple in 1848.40

The Church continued its missionary activity. Frivolity smong the
young people csussd some concern among the leaders. But the young
people received the admonition given them, and in Janusry, 1843, they
formed "The Young Gentlemen end Young Ledies' Relief Society."#l In

37cheries A. Shook, The True of Mormon Polygemy (Cincinmeti:
The Standard Publishing Company, ny, 191%), p. ol 33 . Hereafter this book will
be referred to as TOMP. The R.L.D.S. clmrch consistently claims that
the membership at this time was around two hundred thousand.

BBIbido. PDe. 275’ 281’ 560

Bmi1d., pp. 264-69.

l"’:!Ibm.., p. 273.

lﬂIbid-, P 2@-
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1843 the Scints alco sent missionaries to the South Sea Islands. The
missionaries were still cbroad when the death of the Prophet and the
scattering of the Saints oceumd."e

What went on in the last months at Houvoo is in same respects a
deep mystery. Tae Independence Saints of today speek of enemies in the
cemp vho withdrew and defemed the Prophet and the Saints. Dr. John C.
Bennett isc & prineipal character who withdrew and wrote reports of
iniquity on the part of the Prophet and his people, particularly the
othier leaders.!3

There werc others who were opposed to the Prophet. Scme of these
hed been cut off from the Church on various charges of "unchristianlike
conduct.” Charges of crime and immoral conduct were tossed back and
forth quite freely, olso &t the Prophet.™ The party in opposition to
Joseph set up a printing press to publish & newspaper called the lauvoo
Expositor. Only one issue appeared. On June 10, 184k, the city council
declared the Ixpositor & nuisance and ordered the mayor, who wes Joseph
Snith, to have the establishment end paper removed immediately, in what-
ever way he saw £it. Ao order to Mershal John P. Green accamplished
this very quickly end effectively.lS

The grestest problem, and one concerning which there is much,
sometimes hested, difference of opinion, is the connection of Joseph the
Prophet with polygemy. The Saints of Independence todey deny that

l'er:ld-, PBe 286‘920
43paup, pp. 52-65.
hnms’ ml ﬁ-, pc 298.
Lk51mid., pp. 298-99.
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Joseph ever tought or prectised 1t.¥0 They maintain that the polygamous
practices of the Utah Mormons during the nineteenth century originated
with Brigham Young. In 1852 Young declared the doctrine publiely, but
claimed that it wes based on a revelation of Joseph Smnith in 1843. Tais
revelation is Section 132 of the Doctrine end Covenants of the Utah
Momons, and it is not included in the present versions of the R.L.D.S.
Cihurch.

Despite the claims of the Saints of today, there is much evidence
that the doctrine of spiritusl wifism that prevailed during the early
life of Joseph Suith developed into the teaching of polygemy by the
Prophet. No doubt it was not taught to the general Mormon public as a
doctrine, and Joseph's practise of it was not open. Joseph was a
cunning men, and by hie force of personality and his ingenuity he could
keep down the reports and rumors of his immoral activities for a con-
siderable length of time. Charles Shook is convinced that the whole
fraud of the Book of Mormon and the Mormon Church had two underlying
motives; namely, to meke money and to gratify lust,7 and there is other
evidence that nolygamy was in the minds of the leaders even before the
Church was founded.*8 Even Joseph Smith III, son of the Prophet, and
president of the R.L.D.S. Church from 1860 until 1914, et one time
admitted the possibility that his father considered the possibility of

hGE.g., The R.L.D.S. Church has pmpand a M’ _Jl:_s.ﬂ Saith E
ot A Ms_g writiten by leonard J. lea, and published by Hereld
House.

¥Tenook, ToBM, p. 126.
48gnock, TMP, pp. 14, 39-45.
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the correctness of & doctrine of spiritusl merrisge, and that from this
the doctrine and practise of polygemy developed.Y9 A loophole in the
strong languege of the Book of Mormon against polygemy in Jacob 2:33-8
is left by the word "otherwise” in verse 39. The Prophet himself held
that no man should have more than one wife, unless the Lord directed
otherwise,”C and of course it wms possible for the Iord eo to direct.
The Saints todey stress the fact that polygemy is wrong, even if it
should be true that Joseph Smith practised it.? mn the early days of
the Reorgenization some Saints said that Joseph had teught the doctrine,
but repented of it before he died.’2 It mey be that Dr. John C. Bennett

and others suggested that he introduce such a doctrine of polyzeamy &s a

revelation, and as s "principle of exaltation,” so.that his and their
desires might be fulfilled under a respectsble guise.’3 Then Joseph saw
vhat doom was coming because of it, and tried, though unsuccessfully, to
get rid of it.

The numerous charges brought against the Prophet, the cutting off
from the Church of people who opposed him, and the. destruction of the

Heuvoo Expositor built up a tremendously inflsmed public opinion. When
a varrant was sworn out against Joseph and practically the. whole city
council in connection with the destruction of the newspeper, Joseph fled

Ymid., pp. 11-13.
Omp1a., p. 180.

Slmbert A. Smith, Differences That Persist (Independence: Hereld
Hme, 1954)’ P la, provides an exemple.

52gnhook, TOMP, pp- 150, 159-160.
’ 5311d., pp. T8, 113-14, 131-32,
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with others across the Mississippi River into Iowa. He did this in

spite of the fect that he had & writ of habeas corpus. But he returned
and surrendered himself to the authorities, and was held in the Jail &t
Carthage. But = soon as the troops were discharged from guarding the
Jall vhere Joseph ard his brother Hyrum were being held, an armed mob
broke in end murdered. the two brothers.5*

Thus on June 27, 1844, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Dey
Saints lost their Prophet, and seemed farther from achieving thelir goal
of establiching Zion in Independence, Missouri, then they. ever were.

Hed Joseph lived, he might have been revealed es a fraud, and the Church

night heve dissolved.’® But now their leader waes their chief martyr,

dying at -the hands of & lavless mob. The meny persecutions that the
Saints had already endured, and this climax of the death of their Prophet
confirmed the Saints ever more strongly in the convietion that their
Church wae true, their cause was Just, and their goal of Zion would
saneday be echiesved.

SI}DEV'.'.B, 22- sﬂ-, PP. %-306.
25prbeugh, op. cit., p. 126; Shook, TGMP, pp. 5-6.




CHAPTER V
FROM NAUVOO TO JOSEPH SMITH III (1844-1860)

The death of the Prophet left the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Dey Saints without a designated leader. This did not mean there was
no one vho wanted to be the leader, or who would not advence a claim
to the position of leadership. Although most of the Saints probably
were sincere in their desire to maintaln the church end to go oa to

their goal of Zion, a nmumber of men seemed much more comcernmed with

advancing themselves to the top positlon in the church. Same of thom
claimed %o have received revelations designeting thomselves as the
true successor to Joseph Smith, as well as otker revelations. One
even produced another sacred book, as Josepa had brought forth the
Book of lormpn, and produced plates to back up his contention.

Sidney Rigdon came forth immedietely to put forth his clzim.
Though he and the late Prophet had not been on friendly terms end he
was not residing at Nauvoo at the time of the martyrdom, he hastened
to thet city. BHe claimed & reveletion %o the effect that he was to
be the leader. For the immediate future the Saints were to scatter,
with Pittsburgh as their center. He was soon cut off from the church,
. but gained a few followers end established his own "Church of Christ"

in Pemnsylvenia.l
James J. Streng was another who claimed divine revelation. Hs

lgeorge B. Arbaugh, Revelation in Mormonism (Chicago: The
Un:l:qarait:r of Chicago Press, 1932 ,, pp. 133-35.
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sald that vhen the Prophet was shot, an angel came end anointed him to
be Joseph's successor. lie even produced some plates which were sup-
posedly some ancient records, like the Book of Mormon. Other revelations
came to him too. At one time his followers were the second lergest
fection of the followers of the lMormon Prophet. He established & group
et Voree near Burlington, Wisconsin. His later stronghold was on Big
Beaver Iclend, in Lelke Michigen, where he ruled over nearly 3,000 people.
lle bed himself crowned king, but he was shot end killed in 1856. The
group he heeded contimued to function and look for a leader for same
time. A few of his adherents have persisted down to the present time,
but there has never been a successful attempt to revive the movement.2

The lergest group that formed after the Prophet's death accepted

the leadership of the Twelve, the quorum of the apostles. Brigheam Young

was president of the Twelve, so he was naturally the leader in the
church in fect, clthough it was not immedistely mede official. At first
Young held that 1%t wes not necessary for Joseph to have a successor in
the full sense of Prophet. Joseph hed given them the new religion, and
now the apostles hed the task of building the church on the foundation
Joseph had leid. Prophecy had ceased with the Prophet's death, but the
apostles had the suthority to rule, according to Young. However, when
others claimed that they had received revelations, Young also claimed
the power to receive them. He only procleimed one official revelation.
He did claim to recelve inspiration. Very likely it was the desire of
‘the Mormon people for a prophet that caused him to make any claims of

21hid., pp. 146-58; Inez Smith Davis, The Story of the Church
( Independence: Herald House, 1943), pp. 321-22. ESTEET
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belng a prophet. His chief concern was to be the ruler of the church.
He cleimed that Josoph, before his death, had received @ revelation that
declered that Zion was to be somevhere in the West. Accordingly, in
186-1847 he led his followers out to Uteh.3 They have grown rapidly,
end reteined the neme "Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.”
They are often referred to as the "Uteh Mormon Church" or the "Brighamite
Church.” In the minds of most people, this church is the continustion
of the church founded by the Prophet.

Others who made cleim to leadership and gathered little bands of
followers around them were Willism Bickerton, Alphasus Cutler, George

Hinkle, James Brewster, James Emmett, Gladden Bishop, Charles Thompson,
Austin Cowles, David Waitmer, and Lymen Wight. William Smith, the
Prophet's brother, met feilures in attempting to start a church of his
o |

Fram the very t!meoffherrophet's death there were some who
believed that it was God's will -that he be succeeded by his son. At the
time of the mertyrdom, his oldest son, Joseph III, was only eleven years
old, so there was no prospect of his asserting any leadership for scme
time. 8till, some wondered, some hoped, same believed that he was to be
the true successor to his father. It is said that they did not talk
ebout 1t much, lest other claimants to the leasdership should become
concerned, and do ewmy with the boy.5 Iymen Wight in bis work expected

3Arbw' Q-' 9_1;1;-.- 3 DD 172-78-
Mmia., pp. 136-37. :
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Joseph IIY, sometimes called "!'m:gng Joseph,” to essume eventually the
position his fether had held.® William Snith felt that either his own
son or Young Joseph would someday be the true leader of the true church.l

In the branch of Saints at Beloit, Wisconsin, was an elder named
Jagon W. Briggs. BHe had joined the church in 1841. The Beloit branch
renounced the group led by Brigham Young as being in spostasy, in 1845
or 1846, and hed begun to fellowship with the followers of Jemes J. ¥
Strang. But Briggs egain became convinced that he was following & false
lecder. He and most of the Beloit branch then left this faction, and
became sssocisted with Williem Smith's organization, with the under-~
stending that Saith claimed the right to lead only as guardian for
Young Joses;ph.8

In Octover, 1851, Brigss attended a conference held by William
fmith and others, and beceme very dissetisfied with their claims. He at
that time felt that none of the professed followers of the Prophet were
true. He reports that in his perplexity he decided to do what the
Prophet had done~-ask the Lord for guidance. So on November 18, 1851,
he says, he went out to pray or the prairie about three miles northwest
of Beloit. In answer to his prayer he reports the following revelation:

Therefore, let the elders vhom I have ordained by the hand of my

servent Joseph, or by the hand of those ordeined by him, resist

not this suthority, nor faint in the discharge of duty, which is

to preesch my gospel &s revealed in the record of the Jews, and the

Boak of Moxmon, and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants; and cry
repentance and remission of sins through obedience to the gospel,

Spevis, op. cit., pp. 345-46.

TArbeugh, op. eit., p. 137.
e.Davis, op. ecit., pp. 350-52.
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end I will sustein them, and give them my Spirit; and in mine own

due time will I cell upon the seed of Joseph Smith, and will bring

one forth, and he shall be mighty and etrong, and he shall preside
over the high priesthood of my church; and then shall the guorums
assemble, and the pure in heart shall gather, and Zion shell be
reinhobited, as I said unto my servent Joseph Smith; after meny

daye shall all these things be accamplished, saith the Spirit. . . .

And the Spirit saild unto me, Write, write, write; write the

revelation and send it unto the Saints at Palestine, and at Vores,

end a2t Weoukesha, and to all places where this doctrine is taught

88 my law; and vhomsoever will humble themselves before me, and ask

of me, shall receive of my Spirit o testimony that these words are

of me. Even co. JAmen.?

Briggs made this reveletion known in the church, and soon the
Saints et Beloit withdrew from the fellowship of Williem Smith. They
sent the revelation to the Lranches mentioned, and to others. At this
time they did not meke contact with Young Joseph.lO

About this same time another elder of the Saints had become dis-
catisfied with 21l the factions. - Zenas H. Gurley had joined the church
in 1838. He became dissatisfied with the claims of Brighsm Young, and
became a zealovs worker end missionary in Strang's movement. But when
Btreng came out in favor of polygamy, Gurley, along with converts he had
mede at Yellowstone, Wisconsin, disavowed him. They toc followed the
edvice of Jemes 1:5 in the fashion of their late Prophet, end asked God
for wisdom. Gurley reports that in the fell of 1851 he was sitting in
his chair at the house of David Wildermmuth, cne of his comverts at
Yellowstone, when e vision of Streng's Beaver Island operation sppeared
to him, seeming to be a very disgusting thing. The voice of the Holy

Spirit also spoke to him, telling him to cast off all who claimed to be

9m1d., p. 352.
10mid., pp. 352-54.
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prophets, commanding him to preach the gospel, and promising that God
would mié up a prophet to complete his work .11
‘ A short time afterward, Mr David Powell ceme from Belolt,

walch vas about £ifty miles away, with the revelation that Briggs had
produced. Then at a meeting of the Saints at Yellowstone in the home
of one of the members, there were religious manifestations, including
speaking in tongues.l2 Tn ansver to preyer, the Holy Spirit is said
to have declared, :

The successor of Joseph Smith is Joseph Smith, the son of Joseph

Suith, the prophet. It is his right by lineage, saith the lord,

your God.l3

Following this meeting, Elder Gurley wrote Jason Briggs, stating
simply, "We have received evidence of your revelation."l4

The experiences end contacts of Briges and Gurley led to a
conference at Beloit, Wisconsin, on June 12, 1852. The purpose of the :
meeting wvas to orgonize this group that was trusting in the lord to send
the seed of the Prophet to lead the clmurch. In other words, they came
together to reorgenize the true church. The conference lasted two days,
and mede the following resolutions:

Resolved, that the conference regard the pretentions of Brighan

Young, James J. Strang, James Colin Brewster, and Williem Smith

and Joseph Wood's Joint claim to the leadership of the G!mrch. of

Jesus Christ of latter Day Saints es an assumption of power, in

violation of the law of God, and eoneeqmnﬂy we disclaim a1l
comnection and fellowship with them:

mid., pp. 355-56-
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Reeolved, that the successor of Joseph Smith, junior, es ths
Presiding High Priest in the Melchisedec Priesthood, must of
necesslty be the seed of Joseph Snith, junior, in fulfiliment of
the law and promises of God.

Resolved, that es the office of First President of the church grows
out of the authority of the Presiding High Priest, in the High
Priesthood, no person can legally lay claim to the office of First
Fresident of the church without.e previocus ordination, to the
Presidency of the High Priesthood.

FResolved, thet we recognize the validity of all legal ordinations
in this church, end will fellowship all such as have been ordained
while acting within the purview of such suthority. ¢

Resolved, ihat we believe that the Church of Christ, organized on
the Gth day of April, A.D., 1830, exlsts as on thet dey wherever
slx or more Saints are orgenized eccording to the pattern in the |
Doctrine and Covenants. ;

Resolved, ihet the whole law of the Church of Jesus Christ 1s |
contained in the Bible, Book of lMormon, end Eook of Doctrine and
Covernants.

Bescolved, thet, in the opinion of this conference, there is no
stake to which the Saints on this continent are cammanded to
gether et the present time, but that the Ssints on =11 other lands
are comnended to gather to this lend, preparatory to the re-es-
tablishment of the church in Zion, when the scattered Sainiz on
this land will elso be commanded to gather and return to Zion, end
to their inheritences, in fulfillment of the pramises of Cod; and
it is the duty of the Saints to turn their hearts and their faces
towmards Zion and supplicate the Lord for such deliverance.

Tesolved, thet we wlll to the extent of our a2bility and means
cammunicate to all the scattered Saints the sentiments contained
in the foregoing resolutions.

Rezolved, thet this conference belleves 1t 1ls ths duty of the
elders of the church, who have been legally ordained to cry
repentance ené remission of sins to thisc generation, through
obedience to the gospel as revealed in the record of the Jews,
the Bock of Mormon, end Bock of Dectrine and Covenants, ané not
to feint in the discharge of duty.l?

These resolutions indicete the fundemental beliefs, views, and
purposes of the nevwly organized church, and indicate what the program

15nm-, PDs 363-6"'-




5T

Of thece Saints wes to be. 7The arrangement vas of course inteaded to be
only provisionel; to lest until such time as the Lord would ensble them
to orgenize further. Particularly it was intended to take care of
things until such a tine as Young Joseph would come to them, in accord
with the promises of God. Immediately missionaries went out to perform
the work thet hed been decided upon. A pemphlet entitled "A Word of
Consolation," besed on these resolutions, wes ordered to be writtem for
the use of the missioreries.lO

A great problem faced the new orgenization, the guestion of
rolygamy. These Scints ebhorred the doctrine of polygemy, and knew they
would soon be meeting the problem in thelr work. So they desired the
word of the Lord on two questions: £first, is polygamy of God?, and
second, was eay addition necessary to the pemphlet, "A Word of
Consolation,” before it could be published? At e meeting on Jaamuary 9,
1853, they received o revelation which condemned polygamy and ordered
three pegec to be added to the pamphlet, in order that it might be made
more "plain." These Saints were to contend egainst polygemy.lT

Although these questions were now answered, the Spirit raised
another problem for them. At the General Conference in Octover, 1852,
the group had "Resolved, that the highest euthority among the priesthood
represents the legitimate President as & presiding outhority:"18 They
felt that this wes &s far as they could go in organizing at this time.

16&1&-, pn 36"'-
17“15.., P 3660.
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However, shortly after the communicetion on polygemy and the-pamphlet
was given, the Spirit indicated that they must orgenize. At first the
lenders set this down as & misteke.ld
A few weeks later the Saints were concerned ebout the validity of
the priesthood sone of them held, since this ordination had been
rerformed by William Smith. So they again petitioned the Iord for
@uidence. They reported that the Lord told them the ordinations were
not valid, and that He commanded them agein to orgenize. They felt
themselves in Geep trouble over the matter.20
At the next meeting, held on March 20, 1853, they petitionmed, "Will
the Lord please tell us how to organize."@l After a while H. H. Deam
ceme Torth with the following word from the Lord:
Verily thus saith the Lord, as I sald unto my servent Moses, "See
thou do all things eccording to the pattern,"” so I say unto you.
Lehold the pattern is before you. It is my will that you respect
&uthority in my church, therefore let the greatest emong you
.preside at your Conference. Iel three men be appointed by the
Conference to gelect seven men from nong you, who sh2ll compose
the majority of the Twelve Apostles for it 1s my will that that
quorum should not be filled up at present. ILet the President of
the Conference, assisted by ten others, ordain them. The senior
of them sghall stend as the representative. ILet them select twelve
men from among you and ordain them to compose my High Council.
Behold ye understand the order of the Bishopriec, the Seventies,
the Elders, the Priests, Teachers, and Deacons. Therefore
organize according to the pattern. Bebold, I will be with you
unto the end, even.s0. Amen.22

The next Conference wes scheduled for April 6, 1853, the amniversary

191mid., pp. 366-67.
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of Joseph Smith's founding of the church. The Saints met together om
April 5, in order to seek instruction for organization. - They did not
get the desired instruction on April 5, so they tried again on April 6.
They were then instructed to organ:l.ze accordins to what was wr:i.t‘ben.
Disregarding the revelation of March 20, they assumed thet this referred
to their sacred booke. When they attempted to carry this out, bitter
differences of opinion erose, and it seemed for a while that the work
would collapse. However, at o preyer meeting on the evening of April 7T,
sane kind of ppirit moved Deem to bring forth his revelation of Merch 20
es o besis of organization. The Spirit moved a number of the brethren to
effirm that this wes indeed a revelation of God, and thus the problem of
orgenization was solved. The Saints explain the difficulties by saying
that the Lord told them He had withheld His Spirit from the elders to
show them that they d:l.d. not bhave sufficient wisdom of themselves to
organize .23
On Aprii 8, the reorganization work proceeded es follows:
At the upening of the session, the revelation of March 20 wes
presented to the conference, and accepted as such by unanimous voice
after which the following persons were chosen as the three to select
the seven to be ordained into the Quorum of Twelve Apostles: Cyrus
FNewkirk, Ethen Griffith, and William Cline, who selected the
following seven persons, who were accepted by the conference, and
ordained accordlng to the instruction previocusly given: Zenas H. ~
Gurley, senior, Jason W. Briggs, Henry H. Deeam, Rsuben Newkirk,
John Cunningham, George White, and Daniel B. Rasey. The ordinations
- took place in the afternocon session in the following order: Henry
H. Dean was first ordained by Jason W. Briggs, assisted by Zenas H.
Gurley and Reuben Hewkirk, then Henry H. Deam, essisted by Zenas
Gurley and Reuben Hewicirk, ordeined Jeson W. Briggs; then Jasom W.

Briggs, essisted by Henry H. Deam and Reuben Newkirk, ordained
Zenas H. Gurley; and then Jason W. Briggs, essisted by Henry H. Deam

23Ibid., PDe 3@-70-
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and Zenas H. Curiey, ordained the other four of the seven
chosen.2 :

On thet day aleo, Joson W. Eriggs was nade president of theA Quorum
of the Twelve. Twenty seventies were chosen aqd ordeined, and the
Twelve were told in prophecy: "I give unto you the care of my flock
on earth; take the oversight of them, as you shall give an account unto
me in the dey of judgment."25

This is the story that the R.L.D.S. Church of todey gives concerning
the formation of their clmreh, the reorganization of the church as :
restored through Joseph Smith, Jr., the Prophet. Thus the Saints of

this body contend that their church is the "legal successor" of the

Prophet's church. Apparently there never wes any official deviation
fran the eventual goal of establishing Zion in the area of Independence,
Missouri, a.lth_ough ‘the g,uestién‘of immediate gathering place 'bothemd
In 1886 Jeson Brigzs left the church he had been 50 instrumental
in organizing.27 The son of Zenas Gurley, Zenas Gurley, Jr., also left

. this body about the same time.20

The years 1853 to 1860 produced no events of great significance.
They were important, however, for the church became better establishad,
overcame obstacles and difficulties, and won many adherents from emong

241hia., pp. 370-TL.
251id., p. 372.
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Mormong in IMlinois, lowa, and isolated spots.29 (Ceneral Conferences
' took place biemnially.30 William Merks wes one of the more important
leaders to come into the fold during this time, joining as & result of
bersuasion and seeming manifestations of divine pauer and revelation.
The whole period, from the very beginning of the reorganizing movement,
wes characterized by claims of greet and mighty religious manifestations,
such as speaking in tongues, appearance of angels, and the like.

As the months and yeers went by, there wes no sign from Young Joseph
that he intended to affiliate with the Reorganized Church or become its
leader. The Saints decided it was ebout time they did scmething to
convince him to essume the tesk they wished him to fulfill. In 1856,
as the fifth auniversary of the church was approaching, two men were
chosen to teke e letter to Young Joseph. The two men chosen were Samuel
Gurley, ecldest son of Zenas, and Edmund Briggs, Jason's young brother.
The letter was written by Jason Briggs. It told of the experiences of
the church, and urged Young Joseph to came to them as leeder. They found
hin living on & farm near Neuvoo with his new bride. Joseph did not
receive them kindly et first. But he became more mild, and explained
that he hed hed no sign from the Lord that he should do es they wished,
and he would not act without such direct evidence. Gurley returned to
Zarshella, the branch at Argyls, Wisconsin, where they had come from.
Brigge preached and did farmm work in the Nauvoo area. He had resolved
not to return until Young Joseph ceme to the cimrech,3l but Joseph

2arveugh, op. eit., p. 197.
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reports that he "returned at his leisure."32

This period also saw negotiations of the church leaders with
Granville Hedrick of the Crow Creek brench. However, he did not see fit
to join the Reorganized Church, but led in the formation of another
“Church of Christ,” known as the "Hedrickites." This group, which had
lived primerily in the erea of Peorie, Tllinols, moved to Independence,
Missouri, in 1867, and bought the lot which hzd been dedicated for the
building of the temple.33 - They still own the "Temple Lot" today and are
known as the "Church of Christ (Temple Lot)."

Although the Saints of today deny 1t, it seems that the general
belief and official stend of the leaders of the Reorganized Church
during the early yeers wos thet the Prophet hed follen into sin, that
he bad taught and practised polygemy, but that he hed repented of it
before he dled.3% The revelation be thought had come from God, he found
actuslly to have been from the devil, and he had ordered it burned.35
One authority stetes that Brigg's revelation included Joseph's sin, end
says that the reveletion of Joseph's sin and of the raising of one of
his sons "to set in order the house of God" was the accepted authori-
zation of the reorgenization.36 M Jemuary, 1860, the f£irst issue of

32poard of Publication, The His of the Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Dsy Seints (Independence: Herald House, 1952),
I, 263.

BBDQHB, op. 2_1_1:'..’ BDe 386"90-
%Mbm@, oD. Citn, D 1960

35Charles A. Shook, The True Origin of Mormon Polygemy (Cincinneti:
The Standard. Publishing Compeny, 191%), p- 153.

36Arbeugh, op. cit., p. 196.




63
The True Latter Dey Seints' [erald appeared, being published in
Cincinnati, with Issac Sheen as editor. In this first issue, members
of the church guoted Peul and Ezekiel as prophesying.the Prophet's

punighment for leading the church into sin and disorganizstion. However, -

in leter years the church has denied Joseph's guilt and nearly ell copies
Of this Hereld have been destroyed.3T

During the 1850's Young Jose h gave thought to his future life and
‘vork, gilving consideration to the possibility of e connection with his
father's work, possibly as leader of the Iteorglanizad Carch. He also
studied a little lew during this time. In later writings he claius
several visions, partlculerly in 1856, which indicated that he might.be
cclled to lead the church. Hetootmzstedinthepmiseofcﬁdasgiven
in James 1:5. People were also suggesting that he go to Utah and oust
Brighen Young, taling over the leadership of the Utah Church. In answer
%o the question, "Why not go to Utah?" Young Joe claims to have received
the enswer from God in & vipion, “"Because the light in which you stand
ie greater than theirs."3% This occurred only a few weeks before Elders
Gurley end Briggs visited him. Tt may be that the main reeson for
Joseph's refussl to follow their wishes at that time was the dictatorial
ettitude with which Briggs presented the matter to him,39 rather than a
lack of & direct sign or evidence.

It eppears that nothing of great significance happenzd from that

STArbwsh-j (+2 18 Slt-’ Do 196.
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time until the fell of 1859. Young Joseph claims that the problems he
had were greduslly being settled during that time, and in the fall of
1859, the only question he had left was where his future life and labor
should lie. Joseph's own answer is ag follows:

Thls was determined by a similar manifestation to others that I had
- received to this effect: "The Saints reorgenizing at Zerahemla and

other places, is the only orgesnized portion accepted by me. I have

given them my Spirit, ené will continue to do so while they remain

mble end faithful,"l40

During the winter he resolved to get in touch with the brethren of
the Reorgaunlzed Church. The next chapter will treat his affiliation

with the church and its history under his leedership.

t"ODaV‘lB, OD. 'c_i;b_-' b. 1"'03.




CHAPIER VI
MOVING TOWARD ZION--JOSEPH SMITH III AND THE CHURCH

Joseph Suith IIic was the leader of the R.L.D.3. Church from 1860
‘until his death in 191%: These years are of the utmost significance
for the church. During this time the group progressed from being a
group of less then £ive hundred scattered Saintsl with many problems
and worries, to & body of sixty thousand members,? with mauy of the
Sainte, including the President, liviag in Independence, _M:lssour:l., the

pite of Zion.

On April &, 1850, Young Joseph Bmith and his mother, who had
remarried and was then Bmua Snith Bidamon,3 attended the conference of
the Seinte et Amboy, Illinois. The morning sessions were devoted to
organization and preaching. Then at 1:30 in the afternoon, Joseph came
forwerd, and Zenas Gurley, Sr., spoke to the Conference, saying,
present to you, my brethren, Joseph Snith." Then Joseph mede his

1m=z Seith Davis, The Story of the Church (Independence: Herald
House, 1943), p. 455. .

2charles A. Shoock, The True m-1$ of Mormon (Cincinnati:
The Btandard Publishing Company, 191 8. Tnis was published
in the year of Joseph Smith III's death, and glves this figure for the
nembership of the church in that year.

3Joseph Snith IIT and the Restoration, the memoirs of Joseph Smith IIT,
vhich appeered serially in The Saints' Herald, 1934-1937, end were

edited by Mery Anderson, his daughter, end and_condensed by Bertha Hulmes,

his grenddoughter. (Independence: Herald House, 1952), pp. 93-96.

Horeafter this book will be referred to es JSR.
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speech, relating his feelings and experiences, and indicating what they
could expect of him if they made him their leader. He insisted thet he
hed come in obedience to & power not his own, end that he had not come
for motives of personal gein. e concluded his speech with the promise,
"If the same Spirit which prompts my coming, prompts also my reception,
I am with you."?

Iseac Sheen moved that Brother Joseph Snith be received as Prophet,
Seer, and Revelator, and successor to his father. This of course wes
epproved unenimously. dJoseph and his mother were then received into
fellowship with the clurch. Young Joe wes then ordained President of
the High Priesthood, end Elder Gurley said, "Brother Joseph, I present
thie church to you in the name of Jesus Christ."S

Thie was the big event of the Conference, but other organizing also
took plece. The Standing High Council was reorganized with twelve high
priests, Iszac Sheen was ordeined president of the high priests' quorum,
and five of seven presidents of seventy were selected. Israel L. Rogers
wes ordained Bishop of the church. Quorums of elders, priests, teachers,
end deecons, were orgenized, their officers ordained, and missions
assigned.T

The mejor developaent of this conference neturally attracted some
public attention. Though there were some thrests egainst Joseph, and
misgivings about the wisdom and safety of his remaining in the Nauvoo

5Ib1d-, p. 11-06.
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area, there was apparently no violence. One newspaper editor hoped
that a new era of Mormonism had dawned, an era which would greatly
improve the name of the people. Joseph preached in the Hzuvoo area
without being disturbed. A few Saints came back to the city and made
homes there. Two of Joseph's brothers, David and Alexander also united
with the church.S

The work of regathering scettered Saints, at least uniting them
with.the church, went on steadily after Joseph beceme head of the church.
Everywhere people who hed been members of the original chur_chun:l.ted
vith the Reorgemized Church. By 1868 the mumber of members hed grown to
more then ten thousand.? In July, 1861, Joseph issued his first epistle,
in order to facilitete further the work of gathering. He reviewed the
circunstances of hils acceptance of his prophetic celling, and urged,

In the neme of bleeding Zion, I cell upon all those who have been

vandering in and by forbidden paths, end have been led astray by

wicked end designing men, to turn from their scenes of wickedness

and gins of convenience--to turn from their cervitude to Saten,

in all his seductive devices; from vice in every phase, and from

the lebor of sin, the wages whereof are ever death--unto their true

end delightsome allegiance, to the principles of -the gospel of

peace . . . to turn end remember the new covenant, even the Book

of Mormon: « « hip

And in the neme of the Lord of hosts, I call upon all the
inhabitents of the earth to repent, believe, and be baptized.lO

He calls himeelf at this tims "President of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Iatter Dey Seints."ll Various nsmes were used in the early

S_IL:I.Q., pp. 40B-11.
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years=-God did not command eny one nsme. The word “Reorganized" came

into wider use as the years went by, no doubt in order to make the
dia‘bit;c'bion from the Utah Church clear. Today the Saints of the R.L.D.S.
,.  Church are very insisteht on the use of the "R."
The R.L.D.S. Church continued to carry out its mission work. Im
1862 three men were sent on a mission to England. The English mission
becane a successful project.l2 In 1863 two men were sent to the West,
. especially Uteh, Nevads, and California. They met with difficulties,
end conflicts with Brigham Young's followers, but they fou.n:} followers,
and e considerable mumber returned to the Middle West.l3 These were
the two major missions undertelken during the time of the Civil Wer.

When the CivilTrfe.rbmk_emt, the Saints claimed that the original
Prophet had prophesied it.l

The Saints took en early interest in Sunday School work. In 1864
they orgenized & Sunday School in St. Louis. In 1865 the Sundey School
movenent .waa endorsed by the First Presidency and the Twelve. They

urgsd thet every branch have such & school.l’

The Saints were often very anxicus to gather, that is, to essemble
in Zion, or some place preparatory to Zion. But Joseph urged them to
proceed slowly, and impressed upon them that while building the city of
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Zion wes important, the building of the people to live there was more
importent then 21l else.l6

In January, 1866, Joseph Snith moved his‘fmﬂy to Plano, Illinois.
The Herald had been moved there from Cineinnsti in 1863, and in 1865
~ Joseph had becons its editor.lT The headquarters of the church remained
in Plano until 1881, when they were moved to Lemoni, Iowa.

The eerly years at Plano were in some respects fomti;a years.
Tithing had been an unsetiled question. In 1867 the church adopted the
interpretation that the lew requires one-~tenth of the property and one-
ténth of the onnual increase, which is still followed.l® Many make
offerings in eddition to this, or tithe their entire income.

Very eorly in his leadership Joseph outlined in detail the manner
of serving communion, administering to the sick, and other rites and
ceremonies of the church. His directions were followed, and made for
unity in the church.l9d

Printing and literature also were a concern of the church. In 1867
the Inspired Translation of the Scriptures by Joseph Smith the Prophet
was published. In 1860 the church secured a new steem power press. In
the same yeer a children's paper, Zion's Hope appeared.20

From the very early years at Plano, the church leaders looked

161bid., p. 448; F. Henry Edwards, A Oment_au,rg on the Doctrine and
Covenants (Independence: Hereld House, » DD 35.

17Davi, op. cit., p. k1.
18m14., p. 453
191bid., p. k54,
20mo1d., pp. 452-53, 455.
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forward to a getharing nearer to Indepsndence, preparatory to tln
gathering there.2l >

Missionuries went to Switzerland, Germany, the South Sea Islands,
Australia, end Scondiunavia. Becauss many converts emigrate to the '
United States,22 there are proportionately few Saints living in the
foreign miscion fields, compared with the converts made -bhere. ‘Mission=
aries have been a.ct:ll*m in Canede 2lso, and have won.many converts
there.23

In 1880 ths R.L.D.S. Church gained official possession of tha
Kirtland Temple by legal action. 'The siznificance of this was that the
church was legally recognized as the true successor of the original
church.2%

The problem of gathering could never be avoided, by the very nature
of the religion end its goal of Zion. The many converis who were coaing
to the United States, and needed homes, further complicated the
problen.25 The Order of Baoch, approved at a General Coaference in 1870,
was organized to concider the problem, and in 1875 a "removal camittee"
waes formed, which meds trips of iavestigation into various parts of the
country.25 The Order of Enoch bought ebout 3,250 acxes of land in

21ia., p. 459.
221id.; p. 482.
eal:bid., PP ll83-37.

2imyert A. Smith, Differences That Fersist ( Independence: Herald
House, 1954), pp. 44-4S.

25pavis, op. cit., pp. 468-89.
?sl'bid-, Ds 1]&-
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Decatur COI'mty, Iowa, which borders on the n:l:a.te of Missouri.2T fThe
mo‘_ral camittee approved this site, known in early years as "The
Colony," ‘end nomed it Lemoni.28 In 1879 e plan for the town was laid
out. In October, 1651, Joseph Suith moved to Lemoni. The Herald also
Wes moved there in the same month, and Lemoni became for all practical
purposes the headquarters of the church.2? It was a big step toward
the gethering in Zion.

Even before the move to Lamoni, Saints were starting to trickle
back to the Independence avea. The first family returned in 1867.30
Though some threatened them, the community as such did not oppose them.
For some time after 1670, meetings were held in the courthouse. A
branch was, formed in 1573.31 In 1877 Joseph Smith paid a visit to the
Saints living in the area.32 In 1878 a district was formed, though
there were only thirty-Zive members. When the first church was
dediceted in 188k, there were 350 members. In April, 1862, the Genmeral
Conferencs of the church was held in Independence.33 In 1838 the large
"Stone Chwrch," just north of the Temple Lot, was dedicated. This

2Tarbeugh, op. eit., p. 198. '
28Da.vis, op. cit., p. 490.

2 mid., pp. 493-9k.

30_5]_:_&., Pp. 500.

3 1mid., p. 500.

321mid., p. 199.

33m14., p. 501.
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church still houses the cemtral congregation of the R.L.D.S. Church.3%

The early years of the Lemoni period were characterized by ordinary
activity and intense missionery work. In 1890 a missionary wes sent to
the Hewalion Islands to present the claims of the church and inetill the
goal of Zion in the hearts of the people there,3? irs. Davis presents
detailed accounts of this and other forelgn mission work of the church
in her book, The Story of the Clmrch.

Organizations within the clmrch, similar to the general Protestant
pattern, appeered in the early 1890's., In 1601 the General Sunday
School Associction waes organized by direction of the General cc;nfemee.
In 1893, Zion's Religlo Literary Society for young pecple was organized
by e comuittee of the General Conference. About 1893 also the general
organization of the Daughters of Zion, the chmrch's wamen's orgnn:l.z'a.t:l.m,
took place.36

To 159k the "emple Lot Sult" occurred. The church did not get the
lot, but it wes legally recognized es the true successor of the original
church of Joseph Snith, the Prophet. It was therefore a victory for
the church, similar to the Kirtland Temple suit.37

Two importent institutions were built by the R.L.D.S. Church near
the turn of the century. In 1897 Greceland College was dedicated at
Lemoni, classes having started in 1695. Frederick M. Smith, the eldest

341p14., p. 501.

351pid., pp. 503-0k.
31m1d., p. 513.
3Tamith, op. eit., p. 45.
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son of Joseph III, wes the first gradunte.3®

In 1905 the church claimed & special cammand of the Lord to build
& hospitel in Independence.  This they did, opening the building
formally on December 16, 1909.3°

Other institutions opened by the Szints were e children's haome in
Lemoni (1507), end homes for the aged in Lamoni, Independence, and
Kirtland.#0

A speciel reveletion authorized the organization of stakes,
gathering pleces for the Saints, at Independence and Lamoni in 1901.
This ceused great happiness smong the Saints .Ml

Joseph Smith IITI had the misfortune of losing two wives by death.
The first bore him five children, of whon three daughters survived
her.'2 s second wife bore him nine children, four of whom died et
e young age. Of those who survived, Frederick M. Smith was born in
1874. He inherited the right of the first-born end became president
in 1915, es revealed in 1906. Isrsel A. Suith, the president of the
clmrch &t the present time, was born in 1876.43 s second wife slso
died, and Joseph took e third. On Jamuary 12, 1698, he married Ada
Clerk, who bore him three sons. The second of these was William Wallace,

3pevis, ap. cit., p. 510.

P mia., pp. 510-11.
M_E_ii-Q pPp. 511-12.
hl_@;iﬁ-: De. 509,
l'-e.'!_ﬂ;, PDe m—&o

,"31315.., P 185.
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& Counselor in the First Presidency ot the present time. The last son
wes born when Joseph was seventy years old.' The Saints of todzy
regerd this sequence of events as a special arrangement of the Lord to
keep the leadership of the church in the bands of Joseph's family for a
longer period of time.

In August, 1906, Joseph and his family moved to Independence,lS
where he died on December 10, 191%.%6 During his lifetime he hed geined
respect and honor frou his countrymen for both himself and his church. -
The Kansas City Jouwrnal paid him the following tribute:

He was the Prophet, but first of all he was the Christian gentleman

end the good citizen. As such bhe lived; as such he died; and as

guch he will be remembered by all outside the household of his
feith. Hie followers themselves can have no legacy of remembrance
more honorable than this appraisement of the people among whom he

:‘Lived and lebored SO many years.

Kindly, cheerful, loyal to his own ereed, tolerant of thoese of

others, standing for modesty, simplicity, good citizenship,

, embodying in his privete and public life all the virtues which
adorn a character worthy of emulation--gsuch is the revelation
which Joseph Saith leaves to the world, as the real interpreta-
tion of an ecclesiasticel message translated into terms of lnman
character. 4T

This chapter has not dealt mmch with revelation and church

orgenization and administration after 1860. The two are very closely
comected. dJoseph III produced same revelations which dealt mainly
with appointments of officiels- in the church, and other sdministrative

matters. The qualifications and work of the various leaders also

bimvia., pp. 133-36.
!"51bid vy Ps 136 ® :
%ﬂ ¥ m- ﬂl 2 De 515 [

¥Tmia., p. 516.
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received treatment in revelation.!d fThe revelation of 1873 confimed in
the minds of the Saints the opinion they already held, that members of
the Guorum of Twelve should not be chosen except by direct revelation.
The Lord desired ot tincs that the quorums not be £illed.'d

The duties of the leaders of the church remained about the seme as
in the time of the original church, according to Section 17 of the
Doctrine and Covenants. Revelations contained in Sections 120, 125, and
129 clarified some of the duties and functions and were intended to
eliminete conflicts.

In presenting revelations, Joseph frequently refers to putting
himself in condition to receive them, particularly by prayer. He states
this as an introduction to the various revelations. The preparation
sametimes included facting also, for they fasted before their spring
Ceneral. Conferences, and that vas _vhen Joseph lsought most of his
reveletions. Concerning the means and process of receiving his first
revelation in 1861, on the subject of tithing, Joseph states:

Vhile pondering over the matter after an earnest engagement in

such prayer, I beccme eware of a power being exercised over me

such as I had never before experienced. That which is embodied

in the revelation mentioned was vividly impressed upon ny

consciousness and wes presented in words to the church, as

stated, . . . By this voice of the Spirit, or Word of the Lord,

thaburdenofpmuntingandmmthgthehwotﬂmnsm,

for the time being, placed upon the Quorum of Twelve.J©

When receiving revelations, he is elways "in the Spirit." When the

church had problems, he would, either according to his own Judgment or

“8xrveugh, op. cit., pp. 198-99.
lgg;hﬁ_ﬂ.a;ﬂéwn'ha; 119:1, 122:4.
207sR, pp. 602-03.
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by direction of the Conference, seek the will of the Lord in the matter
by direct reveletion.’l But of course the revelations have to be
accepted by the church in General Conference to be recognized.’2

It ie not the purpose of the writer to analyze in detell the claims
of any of the prophets of the R.L.D.S. Church to receive divine
revelation. Whether Joseph III consciously faked the revelations,
and 1f so, what his true motives were, the writer does not intend to
discuss. Certainly it appears that Joseph III never used this power
. he claimed in order to become a dictator or wealthy man. FPerhaps the
power of suggestion wes so strong thet he worked himself into a state
in vhich ne ree.lly thought he received revelation. Perhaps be Just did
not want to let the people down. An interesting problem appears in the
revelation of 1697, Section 124:3, where the Spirit of the Iord tells
thé leaders that He may be conmtradicted by the "spirit of revelation
end wisdom," end if so, they should follow the latter. Whatever the
case may heve been, many people accepted his revelations as genuine,
end the cimurch directed its effairs according to the detailed plans
Joseph brought forth as revelations. The problem of revelation is
suggested for possible further research.

This chapter has presented the story of the R.L.D.S. Cimrch in its
quest for Zion under the leadership of Joseph Smith III. The next
" chapter will treat the story of the church since Joseph III.

Slihid., pp. 600-1k.

521hia,, p. 613; Arbeugh, op. clt., p. 96; Doctrine end Covenants
120:1; 121:6; 123:29; 126:13.




CHAPTER VII
THE CHURCH SINCE JOSEPH SMITH III

Since the death of Joseph Smith III, the R.L.D.S. Church has been
ruled by two of' his sons. After the death of Joseph III on, December 10,

1914, his eldest son, Frederick Madison Smith, beceme President of the
church. . That meens he became also Prophet, Seer, and Revelator. He
took office in 1915 and lived until 1946.. In that yeer his brother,
Israel Alexander Suith beceme President. Israel A. Suith is President
at this time. Frederick Snith had no sons.

The church hes continued its steady growth during this period. At
the time of the death of Joseph III it probably numbered about sixty
thousand members. It has more than doubled in size; it now numbers
between 130,000 and 140,000 kmown members in the United States and
Canada and sbout 10,000 members in foreign countries.l

Frederick M. Saith knew well ahead of time that he would someday
be President.2 In 1902 he was called to be president by a revelation
of his father.3 A revelation in 1906 made this clearer, for misunder-
etending had arisen concerning the previous emnouncement.’ From 1909

lsuprs, p. 2.

2Tnez Suith Davis, The Story of the Church (Independence: Herald
House, 1943), p. 516.

3poctrine andcovunnnta 126:8. Hereafter this book will be
referred to. as nc.

l':l_)_t:_ 127:8.
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on Fred Emith took over a large part of his aged father's work of
presiding over the church. Joseph III instructed his son concerning
the work of leading the clurch before he died.”

Fred Snith was an educated man. He received his doctor’s degree
from Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1915.5 He hed
studied at the University of Jowa for two years, and then comstituted
the first gradusting class of Graceland College in 1908,7 before
Graceland beceme officially a junior college. He studied at the
University of Missouri, and then at the University of Kansas, where he
received his M.A. degree in 1911. A fellowship then took him to Clark
Uaiversity, where he received his Fh. p.8 mnis aspirations to higher
education led one elder to declare from the pulpit thet Fred Smith was
leading the church to hell.’

Joung Fred bad been deeply interestec:!. in sociology, and this was
one of his major concerans in his studies. Whatever his faith may have
been in the religion of his father and grendfather, he found that it
had e sociel ideel which gave it validity and purpose. He applied
what he had lecrned from sociology to the effairs of the ‘church.l0
"Frederick hoped to be able to present . . . an interpretation of his

SDavis, op. eit., p. 515.

Gmid H 4
'Ibid., p. 515; George B. Arbaugh, Revelation In Mommonism
(Chicego: The University of Chicago Press, 1932), p. 201.

7Arbamgh, op. cit., p. 200,
8mid., pp. 200-01.
91bid., p. 200.

10_&:_!.5., p. 200.
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grendfether's doctrines of Christianity and sociology which would be
capable of being put into ectual practice."ll He was beginning to do
this before his father's death. When he beceme complete head of the
church, he began to worlk zealously for the Zionlc idesl.

The revelations produced by Frederick Smith gor the church mmber
only seven, and are extremely subjective.l2 He does not spesk of them
a8 "revelations,” but claims only "inspiretion.” In his finel addition
to the Doctrine and Covenants, he says he acted "under such inspirational
impulsions es were given me at the moment."l3 God never speaks in these
messages. They revesl no doctrine, but deal only with eppointments to
offices.l% s Smith claims inpirational guidance for building up
Zion, end little or nothing more. His messages all come to him around
Conference time, following meditation and prayer, as the introductions
to the reveletions indicate.

The concept of Zion wes not always the same to everyone. The
concept of Zion as a cooperative social order implied the need of a
@reet decl of monmey to bring it to pass. The majority of pecple still
considered Zion a plece of refuge, preparatory to the return of Christ.
' The thoughts of meny were expressed in the verse:

LlRuth L. Swith, Concerning the Prophet Frederick Madison Suith
(rev. ed., 192%, p. 152, quoted in Arbaugh, Op. cit., pp. 200-0L.

leArbmzsh, op. eit., p. 201,
13pc 138.
arbaugh, op. git., p. 20L.
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In the hour of tribulation

In the hour of deep despair, ' ;
You will find the hand of Satan

If you're scattered everywhere.l5

T -

About 1923-192L the financiel burden began to cause protests, and
the controversy that resulted shook the church. . The protests were met
by strict i_nsitence on submission to the first presidency. The
leaders aoug:;h'b a centralization of nover, including bringing control
of finances under the power of the president, contrary to the law of
the church recognizing the supremacy of the bishops in financial matters.
At a meeting held om April 16, 1924, organized irregularly to put the
bishope at a disad.vantaa‘e, those preaez-lt tried to legislate against the
bishops. A document wes presented, end adopted after much argument,
which sald that supreme directional -control must rest in the Presidency.
Thue "Supreme Directional Control" became an unpleasant expnasiou. to
meny Saints. The bishops objected, and at the next confernece the
Zionic ideal was denounced as & bold program of popery and exploitation.
Hevertheless, the provisions of the document were finally accepted.l6
Frederick Swith then deposed the bishops, being directed "through the
voice of inspiration."l7 About two thousand pecple left the clmrch
after this action.l® Along with the inspiration deposing the bishops,
and in other officiel inspired messages, Frederick Smith in the name of

15saints' Herald, October 23, 1929, quoted in Arbaugh, op. cit.,
D- 203-

lsnm’ Qp. g!.l- s PP» 203‘0"'-
17pc 135:1.
18prvaugh, op. cit., p. 20k.
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the Lord warned the people to avoid contention and to strive for unity.
The messages contained frequent references to Zion and the work of
establishing it, for which unity was necessary.

The movement back to Independence, the "goodly land," wes a
greduel one. The egtablishment of headquerters there wes a gradusl
process. In 1905, Joseph Smith III wmoved there. In 1920 it wes
officially declared to be the headquerters of the church.l?® The
greduel growth of the mumber of Saints has been characteristic of the
whole movement. Despite difficulties, most of the people have believed
in and hoped for, the establislment of Zion in Independence. Missionary
wo_rl: was cerried on regularly during this period also, and contributed
to the growth of the church, as well es to the number of Saints in the
Independence area.

As grouth continued, other steps of development and organization
beceme necessary end were mede possible. In April, 1916, the Independence
Steke was divided into Independence, Kansas City, and Holden stakes.

In May, 1917, the Far West Steke was organized.20 In 1920 the
Independence Steke woe organized as the "City of Zion" and was put
under the direct supervision of the Presidency, Presiding Bishopric,
and Standing High Council.2l

On May 24, 1921, the Saints' Herald was issued from Independence

JSMS’ m. F_Lb.-, P 5@.
201hid., p. 528.
2l1hid., p. 509.
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'for the first time.22 During this period the Herald House, the
publishing house of the church, vas established. The Herald House also
operates a retall book store. This organization prints and publishes
all the literature of the church, and hendles a veriety of materiels
‘purchased from other publishing companies, including Concordie
Publishing House.

In 1923 the church purchased the Ganpug,- in Independence, which
consisted of twenty acres of land and & large home. It was obtained
for the use of the Saints in recreation, education, and worship. Sunday
evening services are held on the Campus during the summer.23

It ceems that there was no specific divine direction claimed for
the erection of the Auditorium, at least not at the time it wes begun.
Nevertheless, on February 2, 1926, excavation wes begun for the erection
of this building, just south of the Temple Lot. In 1927 the April
Conference was held in the lower part of the building, and in October,
1928, the Conference took place in the upper assembly chamber of the
Mditorium.2% The Anditoriun is now considered the world headquarters
of the church.

In 1932 the church began its "Pay the Debt" program. Ten yeers
later the @sbt was paid, and the church established a new policy of
reserves, indicating a certain stability and soundness of administration
in the church. mwhemommanit?ﬂmmreadyforuae,

221b1d.-, P- 528-
231m1d., ‘p. 528.
24mpid., p. 528.
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having been completed with the help of governuent funds.25
In 1946 Fred M. Smith died, and his brother, Israel A. Smith
Succeeded him. The writer has found no record of any claim of divine
revelation ordering this. However, it is the right of the president to
naze his successor. A revelation 1s not necessary.26 The writer has
Imowledge of five mespages from the Lord brought to the church by this

prophet.27 These again deal meinly with appointment of officials in
the church, encourage the people in their Zionic hopes, end several
times commend the people for their unity and tolerance. These messages
aleo were all received at Conference time. The spiritusl condition of
the people still is of utmost importance in establishing Zion, for °
"Zionic conditions are n: further away nor any closer than the spiritual
condition of my people Justifies."28
In 1950 the church purchased a building in Independence for use as
& Soclal Service Center. The money cane from the oblation fund of the
Generel Church. The Kensas City Stake operates a subsidiary center.29
Numerous deteils could be given concerning the history of the
R.L.D.S. Cimrch, to illustrate the activity of the Saints in their

25mid.

265, B. Phillips, Letter Day Saints end What They Believe
(Independence: Herald House, n.d.) p- 13; DC k3:2.

2Tpc 139 @given April 9, 1946; 140, April 7, 1947; 141, October 2,

1948; 142, April 2, 1950. Another revelation is reported in 1954%. The
writer does not know any revelations claimed between 1950 and 1954.

28D_c 140:5.
2mnis Is Qur Clurch (Independence: Herald House, n.d.) p. 1k.
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sttempts to win followers end esteblish Zion. The hope and goel of
Zion hes remeined strong in the church end its leaders. In theory abt
least, 2ll ectivity of the Feints is designed to contribute to the
establishment of Zionic conditions. And shortcomings in the Saints ere
hindrences %o the esteblislment of these ideal conditions.

In litersture which the church distributes todey, the writer has
found no mention of the cherigmatic gifts being in use today, ard the

eerlier prominence of claims of such gifts does not receive much stress
in present-dey popular writings. While this certainly does not mesn
they have disregarded this phase of church principles, it does indicate
& change in attitude toward their importance. It seems that in prectice
those signe were clainmed only for egstablishing the church, perticularly
in estabiiching the Reorganization, end declined es the church grew
ctronger.3° This is particulerly noteworthy in view of their stress
on having things just 2a they were in the New Testement times. The main
cleimg of the church to being the true and only true church still go
back to the events of 1820-1830.

The membership of the church in Independence, the City of Zion, .
hes fellen far short of keeping up with the growth of the population.

30arbeugh, op. eit., p. 61L. His observation concerns Mormonism
in general. In recent litersture of the R.L.D.S. Church, L. Wayne
Updike, in Checking the Church of Your Choice (Independence: Herald
House, 1956), p. 6, urges the church-seeker to find a church with all
the seme spiritusl gifts that were present in the New Testament times,
not Just some of them. A. B. Phillips, op. eit., p. 18, refers to
the restoration of spiritual gifts, but refers toithe restoration in
the past, with no reference to more recent occurrences of the gifts.
Albert A. Smith in The Great Restoration (Independence: Herald House,
n.d.), p. 12, emmerates "ancient gifts and blessings" which the church
cleims as "wisdom, knowledge, healing, and prophecy," neglecting
glosselalia,. or speaking in tongues.
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Ona of thelr writers stated in 1943 that Independence was & city of
about 18,000, snd the church claimed s membership of 7,053.31 In 1957
The church claimed 10,638 mewbers in the Independence area,32 which
congstitutes o considerable growth in members. However, in that time
the population of Independence has approximately tripled, standing scme-
vhere over the 50,000 mark. The writer has no indication that this
causes any anxious concern for the clurch J.eaaers,' however. They
believe God has promised that Zlon will be established in Independence;
and their faith rests on that promise.33

The final chapter will present a summary of the church's history,
and endeavor also ‘to surmarize the present position of the church in
its beliefs end practices and itz effect on the world.

3133'“'15, ;.2- Eiﬁo’ P 519.

32sue Centry, "Area Churches Neor Peak In Equipment And Staffs,"
The Independence Exeminer, February 18, 1957, p. 6, col. 4.

33g. Leslie Delerp, The World Needs Zion (Independence: Hereld
me, n-d-), PP- 36-3!&; m;m; m:al




CHAPTER VIII
THE CHURCH TODAY

The R.L.D.S. Church todey is the product of the process of history
thet hes been presented in the previous chapters of this study. It is
an unusual church body--it is difficult to put it into a category.

Dr. F. E. Moyer, in his book Religious Bodies of America, classifies

ell latter Day Saints under "Millennial Bodies," which they surely

ere.} Then too they have similerities with the Holiness end Fentecostal
bodies, with their stress on New Testement church organization and
charigmotic gifts. Bubt their doctrine of the Restoration, and their
goel of building up a specific geogrephical commmnity as Zion mark them
as e distinctive church body. The Utah liormons, with whom the R.L.D.S.
Church has a comuon origin, share such a goal of Zion, but have 1%
located in Uteh. The stress on gathering the Saints into specific
localities, eventually into one locality, rather than heving them
witness wvhere they are and build up the kingdom of God there, marks
them es very distinctive on a very practicel level. Cathering is made
essential to salvetion.2 They eppear to have no serious concern for
building the kingdon of God enywhere else. That is at best of only
secondary importance, despite their assuming of the task of "evangelizing

1F. E. Mayer, Religious Bodies of America (Revised edition;
St. Touis: Concordia Publishing House, 1956), pp. 449-58.

2g. Leslie Delapp, The World Needs Zion (Imdependence: Herald
m, n.d.), De 25,
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the world."

The ecclesiology of the R.L.D.S. Church does not extend beyond the
denomination iteelf. One of their writers has made their attitude very
explicit by saying, "Some . . « heve urged that the Church of Christ is
canposed of individuals scattered in the various churches. Obviously
this is e fallacy."3 To them the entire church was in apostasy until
the great Restoration in Joseph Suith. Theirs is the true church, all
other churches are false, and displeasing to God. But of course this
loses some of its significance in view of the basis of salvation they
Teach, end their millennialistic doctrine. The mejor significance of
belonglng to the true church besides eimply doing what is right, or
bﬂﬁgg the d:lsi;j.nctioz-x of belonging to the true church, is the position
of special honor that will belong to tha members during the millennium.*

In operation the Seints. are proselytizers. In practice, everybody
is fair game for their workers; the writer knows this from experience.
Practically &ll of their converts ere from other church bodies. Thus
meny people in the church have been influenced by other religious
factors besides those present in the R.L.D.S. Church. Generally it is
pecple who are elready rether religious by neture that Join this church.?

Church govermment and echurch officiels represent a mixture of Qld

3John W. Rushton, The Apostesy end the Restoration (Independence:
Herald I'Idll.se, n-d.), ét—ﬁo ~ AT

hcnerles R. Hield, We Believe in Jesus Christ (Independence: Hereld -
House, nod-), Pp. 20=-22, _

SInez Smith Davis, The Story of the Church (Independence: Herald
House, 1943), p. 280; M. T. Lamb, The Mormons end Their Bible
( a: The Judson Press, 1903), pp. 10=13.
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end New Testament prineciples, interpreted in the church's.own way. The
priesthoods are rooted in the 0ld Testament, while other officers find
thelir precedent in the New Testement writings. The organization is
camplex, there are many officlals and types of officiels.® Very few of
the ministers and other workers in the church are paid. Missionary work
end cere of the churches goes on with unpaid workers who provide their
living from their own funds.l

The doctrine of Christ held by the church is unususl, too, es might
be expected. Millemnislistic teaching will naturally change the doctrine
of Christ. The Seints do not seem to be concerned with a doctrinasl
formulation concerning Christ, but their views can be seen fram practical
expressions concerning him end his work. He is called the true Son of
Cod, part of the Godheed, but is not meds equal with the Father.
Stetements which Christ msde according to his state of miliation are
taken to apply to his whole eternal existence and nature. The Saints
speak of an ”atonement“ performed by Christ, but its. relation to
salvation is stated thus

We believe that through the etonement of Christ; all men may
be saved by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel.

We believe that these laws end ordinances are: (1st) Feith in
God end in the Lord Jesus Christ; (2nd) Repentance; (3rd) Baptism
by immersion forthemiasiongtsm; (4th) Lsying on of hands
for the gift of the: Holy Ghost.

Spoctrine and Covenants 104; F. Henry Edwards, A on the
Boetr:l.m and Covenants (Indspendence: Herald House, 19 %;

supra, p. The
Tmm, Oop. cj.to, Pe “5"‘-

Bstatmnt of Belief (Independsnce: Herald Eouse, n.d.), p. 2,
statements 3,
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To these principles are.often added the Resurrection of the dead,
and Eternal judguent. The six "Gospel Principles" are taken from
Hebrews .G:1-2.

It .appears that faith is another good work, a matter perhape of
hunility end obedience, sgreeing to what the Lord says. It seexs -
Turther that according to their theology, Christ died to mske it possible
for man to earn his selvation.? Their theology does add the statement,
"His blood stoneth for those who s ignorantly sinned,"10 vut the
full implicetions of this are not presently clear to the writer.

In speaking of Christ, the Saints declare that he was active in
the beginning of the world, that he has constantly been very active
in caring for his church, even during 014 Testament i;m-, that he
appeared in his spiritual body to the brother of Jared in 2200 B.C.
Christ iz particulerly the head of the charch; he is directing the
building of Zion, pleading for loyalty and faithfulness to his m.
He will be the Iord of the wmillennium, and will have an important part
in the Tinel judmment.ll

The doctrine of Christ held by the R.L.D.S. Church has scome
resemblance to Arienism, but hes involvements that go fer beyond this
early heresy. .

The Holy Spirit is very important to the Saints. He aids in

9Elvert A. ﬂn:l.th, What Did Jesus Preach? (m@«: Herald
House, n.d.), pp. 14~16; Elbert A. Buith, Differences That Persist
( Tndependence: Herald House, 1954), p. 63.

10h1e14, op. eit., p. 30«
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Tevelation, and his gifts are earnestly sought after. The possession
of his gifts is necessary to be e true Christien believer. Yet he is
épparently not regarded as true God: The church is not truly
Trinitarien, despite the fact that "The Testimony of Three Witnesses"
in the preface to the Sook of Mormon ends with the words, "The honor
be o the Father; and toc the Son, ond to the Holy Ghost; which is one
God. Jmen." This is the only statement the writer bhas found, in which
any reference is mede to divinity on the pert of the Holy Spirit.

In discussion of o concept of the Godheed, Chris Hartshora, a
leader and writer in the R.L.D.S. Church illustrates the uncertain
dosition of the church on the Godheed by stating:

The clurch has not talkcn any official action to define its concept

of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Mo one is, therefore,

able to stoate doguatically thet this view, or scume other view,
represents the church.l2

While little children cennot receive baptism because they are not
old enough to understend it, they may receive the patriarchal blessing,
even though they do not comprehend whet is going on.l3 The purpose of
the patrierchal blessing, offered to adults and children alike, is "to
give an authoritative, priestly blessing, invoked by & spiritusl father
representing God end the church."l4 The blessings are given by the
patriarchs, elso caJJ.ed evangelists.

Despite the various strange doctrines, practises, end attitudes to

121, W. Spitz, "Mhe Reorgenized Church Versus Uteh Mormons," under
"Letters," The Lutheren Witness, LXXV (July 3, 1956), 250.

13E1vert A. Smith, Approach to the Patriarchial Hlessing (Independence:
Herald House, 1940), p. 2. = _

11"1')1(1., Pe 2.
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vilch the church adheres, it has nevertheless been eble to assume & :
respected position in Independence and other commnities where it is
represented. Reference has already been made to institutione operated
by the church in Independence and other commmities.
The Saints ere scattered very widely. There are seven organized

stakes, which means simply that oreas designated and orgsnized as such
have o greater concentration of the Saints. The seven stakes are:
Independence (Center Stake of Zion), Kensas City, Holden, Far West,
Lemoni, Detroit, and Los Angeles. Four of these are in Missouri, end
one borders Missouri. Districts are orgenized where the concentration
of Seintes is weaker. In 1955 there were seventy-six districts in the
United Stetes and Cenede. Foreign missions are carried on in the
Britich Isles, Australis, Germany, Holland, the Soclety Islands, Sweden,
Demerk, Norwey, and the Isle of Pines.l? _

Meny questions are left u:'mnsua:ed in this study of_thn R.L.D.S.
Church. An;yperiodofthehistorynfthaehmchmiglﬂ:hmishm
opportunity for further study end research. Doctrinal considerstions
also offer abundant opportunities, particularly in their interpretation
of the Bible. A psychological ahldvomephMthoroflbmoniﬂn
would be e possible undertaking. Revelation in the clurch could be
studied under a psychological topic, or as & topic itself. A
canparative study of this group end the Utah Mormons could also occupy
the time and effort of the enterprising reseerch scholar.

15Merle P. Guthrie, "Report of the Department of Statistics,"
The Saints' Herald, oon:reunee Deily Edition, April 8, 1956, pp. *21-25.
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