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CHAP.1'DR 1.V 

THE CHURC!I FR(M l'l'S POUDDDD �~� TB �~� 

og !fBB �~� (183()-J.844) 

. 
Joseph Snith and several. ot his asaoc1ate• ba4 been p.l'll8Cb1 ng :tbeir 

doctrims whUe be was pro&acillg the Book ot Momon. 918n cm .Apr1J. 6., 

1830., Joseph and aJ.iver Cowdery-., Vi'bh f'our otber 10IUJ8 •n., met and 

f'omed tbe Church ot Jesus Cbr1s1i or Latter _, Sa:ln1ia. !to tba 8a1.nte 

or '1iocley', that date :le vary 1mporte.nt., because 1:1; means tbat a.t"ter mazr;y 

cen'turies of apostasy, a true Cburcb. again ex:Lste4 on tba earth.1 

The Clmrch d:l.d not pin a J.m-ge Sl"OllP of foll.own at tba 'nZ'Y 

outset. After eight' mon1ibs 1D •December, l.830., tbe Cburch Dll:ll'bwe4 

sewnty members .2 Except for a f'ew J.ow-type 111d:1.V1duals the people. 1D 

the inzec:liate Bl'ea where Joaoph 11'V84 ba4 110 respect for hill ole1m•.,3 

9leu Joseph decl.ared a revelaticm to tba effect tbat tba Cburch 

shoul.d mow vastwazrd. · In J.831 1im Sa1rrt8 of this or1g:lD8l Cburch DIOVll4 

to ltl.rt.1.aD4., Oh1o, anc1 es1iabl.1.alled llitadquartera tbare.4 a:scJney R1-'on 

lJolm W. Imshtcm.1 Tm A;postasf !!!l :!a!!. Bestora.Uon ( lD4ependenc:e: 
Herald BNse, n.d. ), p.2l:f., Gild CODS:lateD~ 1D tba vr1.t1Dp of t'blt 
cburch. 

• 2:rmz au:th Dav1.s., �~� stor,y ~:!:!!!. Clmrch (lD4ependenc:e: Blral.4 
Bouse., 1943)., P• 99 • 

3Cbarles A. Sboak., �~� !!:!!! Ori§1p gt,:!:!!!, lmk �~� lbmOD 
(~cirmat:l.1 The 8taD4azd Nbl:lald.DS ~., 19,:JiJ., P• 17 • Jltna:rter 
this titl.e �~� be n:tened to aa !'Sil• 

~1.De and Oowmmta 38:7. Btzeafter th1.e book v1ll be retezn4 
to as~- -



34 
soon Joined' the Cburch, prof'essing to be cmmtrted. W1<~ h1m m b~t 

a number of followers. Conwrts frm Mentor, Cla:lo, IIIO'Vl!ld ~ ~• 

ana. tbe church grew qu1:a rapi~, · aa one ot the .ear;q ~t1ou ot 

Joseph had ·said · it vould.-5 !11his was a time vbeD Dl8Dl' ~ WN -con­

cerned about rel.igion, wben WIUfl;;0 1 and m;,ater10WJ happen.i:Jga w;e 

belioved a.ml even l.ooked for, and~ ~o,pl.e l.ooke4 tor v.la1Cll:l&Z'Y 

ele:nents in rel1g1on. Ferhaps "tbere was a1sc;, a concern, as J'oaeph had 

professed, as to which cl:mrch· was true, and perhaps a seriou.a BIid sincere 

tlosire to be sure ot the tmth tor 't.Nth I a aaka. A cl'Jurch · that maaa· auch 

cla1rno as this Cburch rnacur throush 1.ts PMpbet would ~ a~ 

sane people, pm:-tiaw.arl.y during timeci auch as those durin8 wb:Lch i'ti 

origine.ted. Not to be ovarl.ooked is tile appea.1 to~ ego which 1a 

pro sent in a church of this ~. ~ cl&:lm of belonging to tbe on]¥ 

true church, reetored to the earth by special action ot the Lard, 

naturel.3.1' vould appe&l. to saaa. 6 1'hen, too, the Church recei"ftld :lmme41ate 

oppoa:ttion, BD.Cl persecution frequent..1,1' lea4a people both -1na1de BD4 out­

side the grou.p to be11ew tbat tlJe persecuted group 1B 1n tba riSht. 

~ Cburch fran the Wr.Y beg:lm1ng sent Gilt m1sa1onar1ea. IUsa:Lon• 

aries bad procedacl the aettl.:lDg a~ JCl,rtl,an4. 1D 1831 miaaionan.ea wre 

sent to tbe area of JmJepenc7•o,:a, 111 JecksoD Oolm't7, NiBaaud.. a:. 

vhole bruch, the Colesville b~, mova4 to Jaokeon Oo1.lil'l~1· and aet'laa4 

in Irav tovnship, wst of Indeppdence.7 

5Ji. Bltm7 mvaras, ! 0cnmerr,,; e :!!!!. Doatr1.ne e ecmmants 
( Indepenmmca: Btra.14 Bouse, l9 , P• 159 • 

fix. ~. Lad>, !lba Momcma and !lhe:lr Bible (lb11ade1pb:la: 9-. iftMJacm 
Pl'eaa, ]903), PP• 15-22. - . 

7Dsv1a; 9.2, sll_., PP• 112•16. 
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The Church did not lmOW' :traa the ~ghm1ng vben 1~ 1IOl1ld. ttlldu.wr 

to establish Zion. In Sept.ember., 1830., au:wr Cowdery lla:1. pZ'IQ84 to tba 

Lord., seek1Dg such 1.Jl:f'm:matian., but the Lord. is sa14 to baY8 told him. 

wry clear~., "It is not :reveal.ec1., BDCl no man knolleth wbem tba city 

shall be built., but 1t aha1l. be g,~ :berr:atter. "~ 

On Zmch 7; 1831, tbe Saints rece1'V8C1 inatrllC"bion that the p;thering 

in K1rtl.enc1. was prel.:lm:l.nary to establ.isb1us Zion. Dae n&1as:l.all to tbe 

weet -was another step toward Zion., and the Saints •re now to gat:ber up 

their riches, in order to be a.ble to purcbase the lJm4 for Z:lon.9· .At; 

the June CoDference in K':l.rtland., tlle el.clers of the Cmlrah wre clizeated 

to assem.bl.e in Missouri. They 'WUl.4 tben be sbovn vbere tba City of 

Zion wa to be. ~ elclers -vent to Missouri and began to arri.w 1D 

Jackson COUD"l;y 1D tlJe latter pa.rt of .1\ily .10 iJo explanaticm is gl:van u 

to wJ:i:, they went to a COW1t)· an the wstem. borcJer of tbe state., wl:Jen 

they bad cane frail the &sat., and had. on:cy- been 1Dstrwrte4 to CCDII into 

the state. At this time Sections tii"ty-snen through sixty of tbe 

Doctrine and .Covemmta wen -s,.~., by revelaticm of God. Sec:ticm 57:1., 

stwn in J\.l:cy., l.831., imparted tbe follcndDg in:tomation to tba Sa.:lnta: 

Hearken; O ya elc!era of my cJmrch 8111th 'the Lord JQIIZ' Goel., 'llbo haw 
W"sembl.ed ;yourselves topt.ber., .accor41Dg to my aazmez,rnnen:ta., 1D 
this land vh1ch ia tbe lan4.of M1&8ClUZ'1., vld.ch 1a tba land vld.ch 
I have appointed and ccmsecmted tor 'I.be gatbaring of tba aa.1Dta: 
'ltbel"91'on this 1a the laud of prm.11se., and tba place tor ti. city 
of Zion. And tmis aatth tba Iozd ;vmr Goel., It )'Oil will rece1w 
v1sc1m bere 1s v111c1m. Babolcl., tba place vld.ch ia llOIJ' calle4 
D:M:JepemJence., is the center place., and tbe apob for the teJs,p]a 1e 

~~=3· 

91!:. 45:12. 

10Jlilvar4a., SR,. sll, •., P• J.8J • 
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4'1D3 westward upon a l.Ot vb:l.ch :Ls not f'aZ' f'rmL tbe COIIZ'thowleJ 
wherefore it 1s wiadm that the land Bboul4 be purchased by tbe 
saints; mid also eveey tract ~ wstvard., tmm unto ._ 11m 
running diz,ectly betwen Jew atl4 Gentile. .And. o.lso every traat 
borderins °b1J the prairies., :!neemaoh as m:, disciples aze eDBhled 
to ~ l.Bllds. athold this is v:ladm., that they 11UQ' obtain 1t f'or 
an everlasting 1Dberitance. 

On ·August 3., 1.831.., Joseph 8D1. t.h dedicated the 1an4 f'or the temple., 

• evan though tbe Church did .not 19t own tbe l.and. 0a. Dlllcember l9 at that 

year, Bishop Partridp purchased sixt.y•thzee acres at l.an4 1Dcl»cUns tbe 

lot tor the templ.e, lmcnm s~ as the "Teaq,J.e Lot., 11 fraa- J. H. Pl.~ 

and his vife. !Che purchase P'":Lce :was one hwldred 'th1rty c!allars. 91.1.s 

lot is not presently owned by the R.L.».s. Cburch. As a resul.t at ame 

legal tecl:mical.1t1es it is nov 1D :tbs poaaesa1oD ot a small snNP lmovn 

e.s ·the Eedrickites., foll.owen of om at tbe men who clatme". leadersh:l.p 

af'ter the clsath of the Propbet.l+ 918 preseDt lack ot ownership at the 

!L'emple Lot does not seem to be a cause at ccmcem to tbe Cburch. 

Section 57al.soccmta1ne41Datruct1cms f'or gathering at Z:lcm. 

Sidney Gilbert qnd Bishop Partridge wre to be the ma1n 1eaders 1n 

procur:l.Dg land and o~zing the cammm1 ty of Sa.1nta. l\V' Jul¥., l.833., 

nearly tw thousand acres ot J.and. m Imlapmde~ and•wat ot 

Inclepencleace were in tbe poaseasiem of 'tbe Sa1Dts • ~:.V ha4 eatabl 1 ahlKl 

a storehouse., by which tbey wre to pzov:l.de f'or tlMt poor aa4 for t:lmea 

of med. TJf]]:lem Phel»a received 'the div:l.na appointment to be printer . 
for tbe ~. and to ma1m a pro:f'1..t f'or tba good of tbe Sa1Dts. BIii 

l>ecama publ.iahe:r ot ~ Even1y ~ · 2be MorDiy star. tbe first 

liDavia, !!R,• Sl,•, P• 527 J B1Varcl8., 22• s!!•, P.P • 190-92•. 
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periocl1cal. of tbe Clmrch, vh1ch appeared. 1D June, l.832.Ia ~ vJ:lale 

' :reston of the country f.Ll'OW1d lndependence was to be boupt as 110011 a · 

t:l.ma VCNl.d pemit.13 

Om ot tbe d:l.ff'iculties tbat the Pmpbe1; faced vas tbe tencJana;y of 

tbe peopl.e to inquire of God :tor diJ:ect guirlance , ccmcel"D1Dg triv:lal 

tb1 np • This exhausted Joseph, cbeapenecl tbe idea of revelation, BD4 

wakened the self'-rel.iance of• the Saints. Be the:ret"on p1'0C]a;lmed the 

revelation: "rt is not meet tbat I sbould cCDDancl tme 1zL all t111nsa. 1114 

A later leader of tba Church pointed 011t tbe timel.1mas of this rew­

lation, mid al.so obaerves in · this ccmoecticm tbat: 

The Saints need to remember tbat no man is Jwrti:tied 1D eaJdng :tor 
di Ville auiwmce until he baa made full. use of the 1Dtellipuc:e 
which God al.ready hes g1'V811 hilll.15 

This incident provides some insight into the tb1nJd ns and practices of 

the Baints involving re'Velation. 

Another warn1Dg iasuecl b;y tbe Propbet ea a rewlation vaa that tbe 

elders ot the Cburch should llOt be 1D a !J11n7 to p~ to lDc1ependence, · 

tor tbe time vcw.d not cane tor Jll8Dl' 19ara to recei-nt tbeir inmri.taDce 

in this land. Joseph au:th III, tbe son of tbe Pl"Opbet, later po1Dted 

out tbat tbe trou.bles that soon aft.ervarda beset tbe Saints w:re 'the 

result of disobedience to tbis
0 

CCDDend•l.6 

12Bdvards, 9!,• sll,•, PP• lS,, JS4. 
1 ~ 58:ll. 

llfoo 58:6. -
15Bc'l11111'da, .22.. ~., p. 397 • 

161b1d., P• 398. 
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The first ccmte:rence 1D the laD4 of Z:Lon, tbe !':l.fth ot tba Cbm'ob, , 

vas bel.c1 on August 4, 1831. TtJe. seat of tbe Pna1daney of tbe Church 

vas to rema1D in K:l.rt.land, which vaa moN accessible. Ncme7 11118 to be! 

gathered there and e1aevbere for 'tba purchase ot Zicm.1'l 

D'.ir1Ds tbe fol.l.owiJJs months · m.:l.saionariea of the Clmrch 111mt abol1t 

preaching, an4 tl1e Cburch grew ste~. Ce.Dede, Bev -York, and Rew 

Fng.'INld vei·e particular areas vha~ m1sa1cmaries vm.iald. Joseph 8A1th, 

·Sr., was .DB4e patriarch, or ta'tbar to the vh0le dmrch OD Dac:ariber J.8, 

1833.18 

Ol.d JJeishbors of tbe 81l11.bs 1D ~ ware not concermd vbaD the 

Saints moved and began work 1n tbe vast. ~ fe1t certaf.D that cm:cy, a 

vary, very few peopl.e wu1d •~var accept 8a1 th' s teacb1 nga em cle1ms ot 

be.iDg t1Je ?rophet. However, wen they heard that Joseph 111111 p1n1na a 

c0DSiderab1e fol.l.ov:l.Dg, ~ .of tbam begaD to nc=orcl attidari.ta 

ccmcerm.ng tbe character BDcl activ1t1aa of tbe ProplJet BD4 his :f'llld.q, 

..:with tbe !lope tbat people Jli1.aht be va.:r.ae4 by tl;lem. E. D. lfoW9 publ.1eblcl 
I 

a zmmber of these ill h1a book .Jfom.oD1ma Uav8iled. ot J.83h,.l9 

Bappen1Dgs Yhich b%'OU6bt both .to:r am aorrov ocCIIZ'Z94· 1D l.833 IID4 

tbe Jee.rs toll.ow.lJJg. lD IC1rt1am 1im cormnrtcme ot the mv t«c&ple 11118 

la14 1D J.833, and tbc temple vu ded:Lc&tecl :lD J.836.20 ~ +,em,p]e stlll 

atanda and. is tbe property of· the R .. L.D,8. Clmrch• Bu.tat tbe t:lme of 

J. 7lb1d., pp. 201-02. 

~d., 22• !&!,•, PP• 168-73• 

l9Sbook., 1'0BI. PP• 17~18. 

20.Dav1.a, 22.• S!•, PP• 202-04. 
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tbe co~rstcme-l.a¥1ns 1n Ia.rtl.llDd, tbe Sainte 111 Zion wn in sreat 

distress. 

Fersecutiou on tl1a part of' tba:l.r neSghbona bl'OUaht the 8a111ta :Lu 

~pendence lilUch sutteriris, dr1'V1ag them 1"ral Jackaon c:owrt;y, -and 

eventually :f'ral1 the state of Missouri. The Saints wre Easterners, an4 

their dress mid speech wen different f'rcl!l that of' their neigbbors. 

'l"neoe ,n,re wild t:lmes, and certa1nJ:, 1D such times l)eopla · who wre 

different 1D tl1.ei1• wa::,s, vb0 professed a pious life, and vbo :regarded 

·themselves as tbe one and only t.."'Ue cburch vould arouse the scorn BDcl 

the anger of tbeir frontier neishbors. Such diftrse peop1e coul.4 harcU,y 

live tc,sether ill peace and unity. !lbe Saints 1181'\! the subJects of 

ostracism, but it oncy stl'engthened their connction of' their awn 

suporiori ty. Arrogance and group esotism waze apparent ammis tmm, a 

CCXll!!10!1 ~ccurrance emona those who :f'eeJ. "tb81' are a "chosen" people. TIJe7 

bad pined great st~ and mnbers, BD4 :bad acq1:ized lari:111 mnounts of 

land, which then belonged to tbe scm,rD118Dt, and waa l!IUbJect to pre­

emption. These tb1np would be enough to &ra11ae hostil1t7 fraa their 

neighbors. But this wasn't ever:,rt.hins ■ !i!Je Saints ware not sl.ava- · 

holders. i'hous}1 'f.he7 triec1 to maintain a neutl'ILl. poai'bion OD tbe 

matter, t!Jerr, vas no such thiq as caapleta neutral.1~. SCllle pl'mKJUDce­

ments came out spins+. it., and this attituaa an tbe part; of the Satlrta, 

vbo tomed such a larp part; of tbs populaticD, aeemed a real. tbreat to 

their naigbbora .21 
I' 

So it vaa that on ~ 20, 1833, tbe m1gbbors of 1ibe Sa1Dta drev 

up a petition aeJdng or demancHna tlaat tbe Sa1n1ia J.eave ,Tackem Coun:ty. 
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This was followed by mol? viol.ence. <kl .J\a:cy, 23 tbe Sa1Dta s.t:Pied a 

treat,-, agree1Jla that ba.1f' of tbe:n woul.4 lea~ bef'ore January l, 1834, 

and the other half' by April first of that year. BoWYer, mv Y1olence 

broke out 1n October of' 1833, and earq in !Jovember moat ~ tbe Saints 

croaBed the Missouri River northward :Lnto Cl.&¥ Cowl~. !!le7 hoped tbe.t 

_soon the dif'f'iculties mi(!ht be ironed out and tbe7 m.iSht return, bu:t 

this hope failed to be f'nlf'illed. Still. the cl.rem o:i4 goal or Z:!.011 

lived strongly 1D the hearts and soul:s of those wbo had. BiL.-Pfered so 

because of' their f'ait.h.22 

For sane time the Saints lived 1n Clay Cou?lty and neishbor1Dg 

a.reos, hopi.ng in vain that tlie dif'ticulties in Jackson County !11.igb.1; be 

ironed out. The arre.ne;ement for liviDS in CJ.q Coun~ was intemed to 

be only temporary. 'Hhen it appeared tbat a return to Jackson Courrt7 

seemed 011t of the question in the near future, the local. and state 

author1.t1es ma.de provie.1one by J.av, er:iablill£ the Saints to smttle in 

Cal.dwell. County. They began settling 1n this area 1D J.836. The7' 

estabJ.ished the town of hr W!st as tbeir countJ' Hilt and chief' center. 

Conwrts from t.be East came and settled in this aree. sJ.ao, 110 that tbe 

Mo~n settl.em,enta spread be)-oncl this count7. Dl1r1llg this time, hovner, 

there lt8S 1Dterm.Ll. strlf'e, and the three maJor v1tneaaes to the :aook of' 

Mom.on, as well as other prcmiDent leaders, •vend their rel.atioDs vitb. 

the C!:mrch. Nom of tbe three 'Witneeaea off'icially repwlia:ted h1s 

teatiJILoD¥ to tba Book of' 11o1mcm,23 but D0De of tllmD ever nJoim4 tbe 

22lll,!•, PP• 157 .. 67. 

23D>id., PP• 235-la.l• 
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Church., and OUvar eoww,ry 1ater .1m.ned a Mltt!Jo41at Cburoh.24- Zr& J.838, 

tbe Propbet dellOUllcedMe.rtiD Jfarria as 0 giwn looae to all k1D4s of 

abcmine.tiona., lying., chee.tins., svlndJ:lng., with au k1Dc1s of debancbery. "25 

!l'he going was not el.wop smooth for Joseph. Dlr1ns these ;years 

there ware other pec,pl.e who claimed to receive rewlat1ona i'rcm God. 

Joseph Snith ac~ brought fortb othar revela1i:loDS., which pointed 

out that c011De.nc:lments ware to bo .received onq through him., and. that :be 

had the keys to the It1D{Jdan of maven. Joseph met .resistance mi4 

opposition f'rcm hiB peOpl.e., mainJ¥ bece.uae of b.:l.s h:l.sb-lJ&Dded metboda. 

Alrem1¥ in the B".mner of 1831 it appeared that :be VOIIJ.d be ousted frm 

his position. In 1833 trwble vaa breWiDG. ID 1834 be was brought to 

tr1al., vind:J.catcd.., a.ad retained his position with dUf':l.cul.ty. .About 

1837 e.n attempt was made to IJ111; Dav1c1 Wh:1.1:mer in Joseph's pl.ace, bu1; 

this., too., f'ailed.26 JP:lnall;y a Zlmllation cane f'orth f'rar& tbe Lord 

C!ODrnan,Uns the apostles., "Rebel. not ega:tust ~· aervazxt; Joseph."~ lD 

all the bitter controversy and apostasy that want on Joseph rnenapcl to 

retain his position. His revelations w:re of course his main weapon .. 

The early and midclle 18301a ware important years f'or orpn1•1us a 

more ccmpl.ete and cm.pl.ex goverment for tbe Cburch. On February 17, 

1834., the Stan;l1us B1gh Counc:1.1 was orpm.zed.28 ID acC01'daDce with 

24sb.ook, 5.'0BC. p. 60. 

25D:,:Ld., P• J,S. -
26aeorse s. .Arbaush, Reftlation ,!1 Monumiaa ( Ch:l.cago: 9m 

Un:l.nra1t;y of ChiCBSo Pnaa, 1932), PP• &=$. 

~)!£ 10,:6. 

28.Dari.s., S!, • S!1~, P• 188. 



rew1ation received bef'01'9 -- f'om;acU.ng or the Cburah, the ~ of tbe 
. 

!Lwlve •Apostles was appointed and ~•4 on Pebnmry 14, 1835. !l'mse 

Twelve arra.need to take the1r .f'1:rat mission trip through tbe. eaatern 

states• Ori March 28 tbey met f'or tbe:lr f'1nal a-sembly, and tbe m:l.mltea 

of the meeting ccmtained the f'olloviDg: 

~ time wllan wa are about to separate is marJ arul .vl:leD 11.9 allall. 
meet again, God~ knoW; we tberef'o:re feel. to ask of b.1m vhall. 119 
have eclmavledged to be our Propbet aa4 -.r, that ha . :1Dqu:lre ot 
God for us, arxJ. obtain a revelation (if' ccmsiatent), tbat w mBiY 
look upon it when wa are separated, that our hearts .IIUQ" be 
canf'orted. • • • We have un1tedJ.¥ asked God our Iit&venl¥ J1ather to 
grant unto us through.bis Seer, a nvalati.cm or his m:lnd aa4 Vill 
concerm.113 our duty the ca.D1DG season, even a sreat revelation, 
that will elllarge our baarts, cmfort us 1D adftrsity., am. brigb.ten 
our hopes amidst the power o£ clarlmeas.29 

President Bnitb canplied with ttia request., :1Dqu:lred or the Lord., 

and as a. resul.t tbe revel.aticm kncnm aa Sect:lcm 104 of tlJe DoctriDe and 
. . 

Covenants cmie into be1JJ8. This sectian gives detail.e4 instru.ct,ion 

ccmcernil!g the various of'fices of the Church, and tbe duties of each 
. 

off'ic1al.. ~is canplic&tecl orpm11aticm or ottiQialdaa cla:bml sources 

in both tbe Old aud New !l'estements, part;~cular~ 1D sections eddad to 

ear~ chapters ot Genesis 1D tbe Impized 1'nnslation. !1'm e,overment 

tbl1s establ.'iahed- was ve17 h:l.erarcbical. 918 people wre taught that 
. ' 

tbey must accept tbe lesaera, a1Dce they wre appointed by Goel H:!meel f'. 

ln 1834-35 the Book of DoctriJJa and Ccmtmmta vu pl'Oduced, aa an 

arra.?lgUJ8 of tbe cloctrine end princ:tples ot gcmm:mumt tor 'tbe Cl:mrch. 

BavelatiODS tbat hB4 been claimed canpr1aecl tbe ma.1.D· part or· it. !'hen 
I • 

is ccmsiderable evidence tbat 111mJ¥ cbense• wre made fzaB tbe f'om 1D 

which varioue :revel.a-tiona or1gtnaJ37 appeand. 9118 book auparsedecl 



.tbe !!22!5, g!, ('.anmenmem;s, encl bec:ilale om of tbe ■tauc'•rd boo.ks of the 

Clmrch.30 

In 1836 the Ia.rtil.aDd Temple had been de41cate4, with ,aerrices 

l.utins eight hours. The Sa1Dta zeporte4 that :llltenae ,rel.1(11ous f'eeliZIS 
I 

~d manifestations chamctarecl the aern.cea .31 In 1837 Sm.th told Baber 

c. K:lmball. that the Lord W told h:.lm. that ~mbal J abaul4 go to Bng] ancl 

to do mission work. IC:Lmball wnt, thus begimlins 'tbe f'irst mission work 

of the Church in a foNign comrtry-. SOol1 converts wre can1ng over to 

.-Join the Se:l.nts 1D .America. ID 18110 the f'irst mmibe:r or the JUJ.lenn1al 

!!i!!:, appeared in Englancl.~32 ?Ussian vom alao vaa proceeMns in 

.Ama:rica., Vith 1>e.rticul.ar ef':torts made 1D Dew York City. Cla1rns of 

marvelous healing wre u important part of tb1.a m1sa1cm.33 .All this 

work and pft'ecb1 "8 wao ultimate~ for tba purpose or eata'bliab1.ng Z1aD 

1D .?aclependence, and with tbe assur&Dce tbat amet1me it 1IOllld. ao CCID8 

to pass. 

!Ut trollble waG ap1D bzew.f.Dg for 'tba Sa:lnta :1D Missouri. ~ 

Momon& 1D Dav1ess Cowlty had sutt1cient povar to BViDg tbe el.ect1cm :1D . 
1838. ODe canciidate teared tbeDL and made ettorta to pm"VUt the Nozm.cms 

fl"CII votiDg. His acticms tnage:red :turt.lle:r acticm ap,ina-1! the Nmmona, 

and soon mob perseaut1on again cane upOD 'bbma. 9le Yialence auttezed by 

the MoJ.mons was enamoua. CJcmtnor Boga 1asue4 ordara to ext.e:m:lDate 

30J>av1s, ~• s!•, PP• 199-201; Arblmgll, ~• s!!•, PP• ~-94. 

31iJav1a, 22,• s!i•, PP• ~06@ 

32:n,14., PP• 219-&9• -
33:n,1c1.., PP• 230-32• -
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the Mamone or drive them frail the state. Accorc1.1Dg'.q Oeneral Clark 

canpellac'l them to praaiae to 1eava the state of' Missouri by MS¥ 1., 1.839. 

Joseph aai th ws :!.mpr1acmed 1D Liberty-, 1D CllQ" County, vhere Im 

appointed ond blessed his son, Joseph III, as his successor. !l!Je Saints 

seemed fart.her than ever f'raa their goal of Z:f.on. Bewrthel.eas, 

m1se1o~iee were at work 1D every part of the U'lited states, and ~­

converted SD.iuts 'nre caaiag into Missouri even vban they cane ODl.:, to be 

driven out w-lth the earlier sett.1.ers .34 

The next center a.."'Ul gathering place for tbe Mo11IIODS vas Ifauwo, 

nlinois • tlhen the Saints fled f'rcll1 M:l.asouri 1D the v:lnter of l.838-39, 

they first found :retup · 1n Qllincy, D l 1 nots .35 Wben Joseph BIii th got to 

D.l.1nois1 he chose a maJ.aria•ricUlen l.ovland around the deserted v1 l lap 

of Ocrnmerce as the .aev bane f'or hia ll&Ople. Be obtaimd a chart.er :l"ran 

the ate.ta of D.11Dois for hie town, :renam1ng it :nauvoo, which means 

''beautiful. pJ.ace. 11 Tl:18 Saints aet t;J:anseiwa to the task of 'b\l:flcUns up 

a beautiful. c1t:,1 1D keeping with tbe D11118 they bacl chosen. ~ 4ra:lna4 

tl1e swampl.ancl, and dus deep wlls :Lnstea4 ot uaiag aurf'ace water, aml 

the !D&l.a.ria became a much leaa aeriaua pmbl.em tbaD before. Sa1Dte 

stnamed 1D :traa evarywhen, pa.rt1Clll.&l-~ ccmw:rta :l'1'QI Engl Md~ !l'he 

c1t;y became the largest in Dl1no-ts., passiDg the twnty thowlan4 

population mark before the t.raubl.ea arose which :torcecl tbe Sll1Dte to 

leaw 1.beir Dl1no1a hme.36 Eat:lmatea or the 11DZ'14 Dallbenblp by 1844, 

35Ib14 • ., P• 256. 

36Ib1c1., PP• 270., 3].6-7. -



vhen these ditticuJ.tiea occurred, range :tran. :torty tbcP1aend to two 

lmndred thousaud.37 

In Nauvoo Joseph Snith becana a poliarf'ul. t'igure., becaung .ma.yor of 

the city, I.ieutenant-General. of 'the Ifa\ZVOO IA!giOD, and candidate 'tor 

:::.,resident of tha United States on an indepe:adent ticket in 1844. SidN7 

:Rigdon 'UBS his runn1116 mate. Be live4 1n the Mansion lblse, vh1:ch elao 

provided hotel facilities for vis1'tora to the city.38 

In 1839 the f'irot issue of a new periodical, ~a!!!!_ Seasons. 

e.ppeared. Ebe1:iezer Robinson directed the printi!Jg interests of tbe 

Church. 'lvo thousand new copies o~ the Bci>ok ot Momon were printed and 

placed in tile hands ot ~ people.39 

The Sain~s built their tenrpl.o in mauvoo, with the men siv1Dg of 

their t:lma to work on it. It was tba center of interest and served as a 

source of inspiratiOD to tba whole popul.at1on. ?twas visible f~ m:Llea 

up and c10wn tbe M1as:tasipp1 Riwr. J'1re destl"oyad this tempJ.e in 18118.Jfo 

'J.11- Church continued its m1as1011Bl7 ~vity. J'r1vol.1"t1' among tbe 

young people cmu1ed eaae co11cem all.Ql18 tbe leadara. :ait ti. 7CJUD8 

people received the &amoniticm g:Lven tbem, 8DCl in Jazmary., 1843, tbey 

f'omed "!lhe YOUJ:18 Gentl.emen and Youns Ladies' Bltl.iet' Society. "IQ. rn 

Yf Cbarlea A- Sbook, ~ ~ ~ !!, Momon Pol.ylpa,y ( C1nc1zmati: 
The Stam1arc1 Pllbl.1ab1r,s ~, ~P• 3• Hereafter this book vUl 
be ref'erred to aa ~- !1!118 B.L.».s. Clmrch ccma~ cla1ms tbat 
the membership at tiii:i time was 8l"OIID4 tvo IDmc!re4 tbauaBD4. 

38Ib1d., PP• 275, 281, '56. -
'1.Ib:td • ., PP• 2611-$. -
J,olbid • ., P• 273• -
IQ.Ibid., P• 2$. -
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