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soon joined the Church, professing to be converted. With him he brought
& mmber of followers. Converts fram B;bntor, Ohio, moved to Kirtland,
and the church grew quite rapidly, as one of the early mv_ela.tiong of
Joseph had seid it would.”’ This was & time when many pecple were ¢on-
cerned sbout religion, when unusuel and mysterious happeunings were
believed and even looked for, and many people looked for visionary
elements in religion. Perhaps there was also & concern, 8s Joseph had
professed, as to vhich church was true, and perhaps & serious and sincere
desire to be sure of the truth for truth's sake. A church thet made such
claims as this Church made through its Prophet would naturally attract
Bane people, particularly during times such as those during which it

origineted. Not to be overlooked is the appeal to the ego which is
bresent in & church of this type. The claim of belonging to the only
true church, restored to the earth by special action of the Lord,
naturally would appeal to some .6 Then, too, the Church received immediate
oppoaition, and persecution freguently leads people both inside and out-
side the group to believe that the persecuted group is in the right.

The Church from the very beginning sent out missionaries. Mission- .
aries had proceded the settling at Kirtland. In 1831 missionaries were
sent to the erea of Independence, in Jackson County, Missouri. One
vhole branch, the Colesville branch, moved to Jackson County and settled
in Kew township, west of Independence.l

JF. Henry Edwards, A Commen on the Doctrine and Covenants

-—

(Independence: Hereld House, 1950), De 159

6M. T. Lamb, The Mormons and Their Bible (m:.adel;ma The Judson
Press, 1903), pp. 15=-22.

Tpevis, op. cit., pp. 112-16.
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The Crurch did not know from the begimning vhere i% would endesvor
to esteblish Zion. In September, 1830, Oliver Cowdery hed prayed to the
Iord, seeking such infomeation, but the Lord is said to have told him
very clearly, "It is not revealed, end no men knoweth where the city
£hall be built, but 1t shall be given herafter."d

On Merch 7, 1831, the Saints received instruction that the gsthering
in Kirtlend was preliminary to establishing Zion. The mission ta the
west was another step toward Zion, and the Saints were now to gather up
their riches, in order to be ble to purchase the land for Zion.? At
the June Conference in Kirtlesnd, the elders of the Church were directed
‘to essemble in Missouri. They would then be shown vhere the City of
Zion wes to be. The elders went to Missouri and began to arrive in
Jackson County in the latter part of July.19 ilo explanation is given as
to why they went to a county on the western border of the state, vhen
they had come from the Bast, and had only been instructed to come into
the stats. At this time Sectione fifty-seven through sixty of the
Doctrine and Covenents were given, by revelation of God. Section 57:1,
given in July, 1831, imperted the following information to the Saints:

Hearken, 0 ye elders of my church seith the Lord your God, who have

essembled yourselves together, according to my comnandments, in

this land which is the land .of Missouri, which is the land which

I have gppointed end consecrated for the gathering of the salnts:

vherefore this is the land of promice, end the place for the city

of Zion. And thus saith the Loxrd your God, If you will receive

wisdon here is wisdom. Behold, the place vhich is now
Independence, is the center place, end the spot for the temple is

8nc 27:3.
9pc 45:12.
10pivards, op. cit., p. 169.
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lying westward upon a lot which is not fer from the courthouse;

vherefore it is wisdom that the land should bé purchased by the

selnte; and also every tract lying westward, even unto the line

rumning directly between Jew and Centile. And also every tract

bordering by the prairies, inasmuch es my disciples are enabled

to buy lends. Behold this is wisdom, that they may obtain it for

an everlasting inkeritence.

On fugust 3, 1831, Joseph Smith dedicated the land for the temple,
- even though the Church did not yet own the land. On December 19 of that
Yyeer, Bishop Partridge purchased sixty-three acres of land including the
lot for the temple, known simply as the "Temple Lot," from J. H. Fluornoy
end his wife. The purchese price was one hundred thirty dollers. This
lot is not presently owmed by the R.L.D.S. Church. As a resuli of some
legal technicalities it is now in the possession of a emell group known
as the Hedricklies, followers of ons of the men who claimed leadership
efter the desth of the Prophet.ll The present lack of ownership of the
Temple Lot does not seem to be a ceuse of concern to the Church.

Section 57 also contained instructions for gathering at Zion.
Sidney Gilbert and Bishop Pertridge were to be the main leaders in
procuring lend end orgenizing the commnity of Saints. By July, 1833,
nearly two thousend acres of land in Mepandancgandﬂastot
Independence were in the possession 'of the Saints. They had established
& etorshouse, by which they were to provide for the poor and for times
of need. Williem Phelps received the divine gppointment to be printer
for the Church, end to meke & profit for the good of the Saints. He

became publisher of The Evening end The Morning Star, the first

1lpavis, gp. eit., p. 527; Edwards, op. cit., pp. 190-92.




. periodical of the Church, which eppeared in June, 1832.12 The whole

; things. This exhausted Joseph, cheapened the idea of revelation, and
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- region of the country around Independence was to be bought es soon as

time would permit.t3
One of the difficulties that the Prophet feced was the terdency of
‘the people to inquire of God for direct guidance concerning trivial

weakened the self-reliance of the Saints. He therefore proclaimed the
revelation: "It is not meet that I should commend thee in sll things."lh
A later leader of the Church pointed out the timeliness of this reve-
lation, and elso observes in this connection that:

The Saints need to remember that no man is Justified in asking for

divine puidance until he has made full use of the intelligence
vhich Cod already hes given him.15

This incident provides some insight into the thinking end practices of !
the Seints involving revelation.
Another warning 1ssued;by the Prophet as a revelation was that the
elders of the Church should not be in a lurry to get to Independence, -
for the time would not come for many years to receive their inheritance
in this land. Joseph Smith III, the son of the Prophet, later pointed
out that the troubles that soon afterwards beset the Sesints were the
result of disobedience to this command.l6

12pavards, op. cit., pp. 185, 194.
13pc 58:11.

lhipg 58:6. |

l5Eawards, op. cit., p. 197.
16mid., p. 198.
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The first conference in the land of Zion, the £ifth of the Church, .

wes held on August 4, 1831. The seat of the Presidency of the Church
wes to remain in Kirtland, which was more accessible. loney was to be
gathered there and elsewhere for the purchase of Zion.l7

Daring the following months missionaries of the Church went about
preaching, and the Church grew steadily. Canada, New York, and Few
Englend were particular asreas where missionaries worked. Joseph Smith,
Sr., was made patriarch, or father ‘to the whole church on Dscember 18,
1833.16 '

0ld neighbors of the Smiths in Palmyra were not concerned when the
Saints moved and began work in the west. They felt certain that only e
‘very, very few people would ever accept Suith's teechings end claims of
being the Prophet. However, when they heerd that Joseph was geining &
considersble following, many of them begen to record affidavits
concerning the character and activities of the Prophet and his family,
with the hope thet people might be werned by them. E. D. Howe published
& mumber of these in his book Mormonism Unveiled of 1634.19

Happenings which brought both Joy aad sorrow occurred - in 1833 and
the yeers following. In Kirtland the cornerstone of the new temple was
laid in 1833, and the temple was dedicated in 1836.2C This temple still
stands and is the property of the R.L.D.S. Church. But at the time of

17mid., pp. 201-02.

]Bnavi, op. cit., pp. 168-73.
198h;ok, T0BM, pp. 17-18.
20pavis, op. cit., pp. 202-0k%.
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the comerstoﬁe-lnyiug in Kirtland, the Seints in Zion were in great
distress.

Persecution on the part of their neighbors brought the Salwts in
Independence much suffering, driving them from Jeckson County, and
eventually from the state of Missouri. The Saints were Easterners, and
their dress end epeech wers different from thet of their neighbors.
These were wild times, and certainly in such times pecple who were
different in their ways, vho professed a pious life, and who regarded
themselves as the one end only true ciurch would arcuse the scorn and
thke anger of tiheir frontier neighbors. Such diverse peopls could hardly
live together in peace and unity. The Saints wer= the subjects of
ostracism, tut it only strengthened their conviction of their own

suporlority. Arrogance and group egoiism were apparent among them, a
comaon coccurrence among those who feel they are a "chosen" pecple. They
hed gained great strength and mumbers, and had acquired large smounts of
land, which then belonged to the govermaent, and was subject to pre-
,emption. These things would be enough to arouse hostility from their
neighbors. But this wasn't everything. The Saints were not slave--
holders. Though they tried to maintain a neutral position on the
matter, there was no such thing es complete neutrality. Some pronounce-
nents came out egainst it, and this attitude on the part of the Saints,
vho formed such a large part of ths population, seemed & real threat to
their neighbors.2k

So it was 1-./hat on July 20, 1833, the neighbors of the Saints drew
up & petition asking or demanding that the Saints leave Jackson County.

2111d., pp. 155=57.
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This was followed by mob violence. On July 23 the Saints signed a
treaty, agreeing that balf of them would leave before Jamuery 1, 183%,
and the other half by April first of that year. However, new viclence
broke out in October of 1833, and early in November most of the Saints
crossed the Missouri River northward into Clay County. They hoped that
soon the difficuliles might be ironed out and they might return, but
this hope failed to be fulfilled. Still the dream end goal of Zion
lived strongly in the hearts and souls of those who hed suffered so
beceuse of their faith.22

For some time the Ssints lived in Clay County and neighboricg
areas, hoping in vain that the difficulties in Jackeon County might be
ironed out. The arrangement for living in Clay County was intended to
be only temporary. VWhen it appeared that & return to Jackson County
seemed ont of the guestion in the near future, the local and state
euthorities made provisions by law, enabling the Sainte to setitle in
Celdwell County. They began settling in this aree in 1836. Toey
established the town of Far West 25 their county seat and chief center.
Converts from the East came and sattled in this area also, so that the
Mormon settlements spread beyond this county. During this time, however,
there vas intermal strife, and the three mejor witnesses to the Book of
Mormon, as well as other prominent leaders, severed their relations with
the Church. None of the three witnesses officlally 'mpudiated his
testimony to the Book of Mormon,23 but none of them ever rejoined the

221p1d., pp. 157-67.
as]bido’ PPe 235"‘“--
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Church, and Oliver Cowdery later joined a Methodist Church.2%: m 1838,
the Prophet denounced Mertin Harris as "given loose to all kinds of
abaminetions, lying, cheeting, swindling, with all kinds of debeuchery."25

The going was not elwoys smooth for Joseph. During these years
there were other people who claimed to receive revelations from God.
Joseph Smith accordingly brought forth other revelations, which pointed
out that commendments were to be received only through him, and that he
hed the keys to the kingdom of hea:ven_. Joseph met resistance end
oppoeition from his people, mainly because of his high-handed methods.
Already in the summer of 1831 it appeared that he would be custed from
kls position. In 1833 trouble wes brewing. In 1834 he was brought to
trial, vindicated, and retained his position with difficulty. About
1837 en attempt wes made to put Devid Whitmer in Joseph's place, but
this, too, failed.2® Finally a revelation came forth from the Lord
commending the apostles, "Rebel rot egainst my servent Joseph."27 In
all the bitter contr&varsy end spostasy that went on Joseph mansged to
retain his position. [is revelations were of course his main weapon.

The early and middle 1830's were important years for orgenizing a
more complete end complex govermuent for the Church. On February 17,
1834, the Standing High Council was organized.28 In accordance with

2hghook, WOHM, p. 60.
25mid., p. 48.

26george B. Arbaugh, Revelation In Mormanism (Chicago: The
University of Chicago Pr;as, 1932), pp. 61-65.

2Tpg 105:6.
28pavis, op. cit., p. 188.
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revelation received before the founding or the Church, the Quorum of the
Twelve A.t::ostles was appointed and organized on February 1%, 1835. These
Twelve arranged to take their first mission trip through the. eastern
states. On March 28 they met for their final assembly, and the minutes
of the meeting contained the following:

The time when we are sbout to separate is near; and.when we shall
meet again, God only knows; we therefore feel to ask of him wvhom we
heve escknowledged to be our Prophet and Seer, that he.inquire of
God for us, and obtain a revelation (if consistent), that we may
lock upon it when we are separated, that our hearts may be
conforted. . « « We have unitedly asked God our Heavenly Father to
grant unto us through his Seer, a revelation of his mind and will
concerhing our duty the coming seeson, even a great revelation,
that will enlarge our hearts, comfort us in adversity, and brighten
our hopes amidst the power of darkness.2d

Prepident Snith complied with the request, inquired of the Lord,
end as o result the revelation known as Section 104 of the Doctrine and
Covenants ceme into being. This section gives detailed instruction
concerning the various offices of the Church, and the duties of each
official. This complicated organization of officialdom claims sources
in both the Old and New Testements, particularly in sections edded to
early chepters of Genesis in the Inspired Translation. The government
thus established was very hierarchical. The people were taught that
they must accept the lesders, since they were eppointed Ly God Himself.

'In 1834-35 the Book of Doctrine and Covensuts was produced, as an
arranging of the doctrine end principles of govermuent for the Church.
Revelations that had been claimed comprised the main part of it. There
is considersble evidence that mauy chenges were made from the form in
which various revelations originally sppesred. This book superseded

29pdwerds, op. cit., p. 336.
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the Book of Commendments, and becane one of the standard books of the
Clmrch, 30

In 16836 the Kirtland Temple hed been dedicated, with services
lasting elght hours. The Seints reported that :l.ntensa religious feeling
and manifestations charactered the services.3l In 1837 Saith told. Heber
C. Kimball that the Lord had told him that Kimball should go to Englend
to do mission work. Kimball went, thus beginning the first mission work
of the Church in a foreign country. Soon converts were coming over to
Join the Saints in America. In 1840 the first mmber of the Millennial
Star appeared in England.32 Mission work elso was proceeding in
Anerica, with perticular efforts made in Hew York City. Claims of
marvelous heeling were an importent part of this mission.33 All this
vork and preaching was ultimately for the purpose of esteblishing Zion
in Independence, and with the assurance that sametime it would so come
‘to pass.

But trouble wes agaln brewing for the Saints in llissourli. The
Mormons in Daviess County hed sufficient power to swing the election in
1838. One candidate feared them and made efforts to prevent the Mormons
from voting. His actions triggered further action against the Mormons,
and soon mob persecution again ceame upon them. The violence suffered by
the Mormons was enormous. Governor Boggs issued orders to exterminate

30pavis, op. cit., pp. 199-201; Arbsugh, op. cit., pp. 89-9k.
3lpevis, op. cit., pp. 204=05.

32_3.’3-.@.-.': Dp. 219-29.

33mid., pp. 230-32.
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. the Mormons or drive them from the state. Accordingly Gemeral Clark
compelled them to promise to leave the stete of Missouri by May 1, 1839.
Joseph Snith wes imprisoned in Liberty, in Clay County, where he
appointed and blessed his son, Joseph III, as his successor. The Saints
seemed farther than e\-ve::' from their goal of Zion. FKevertheless,
misslonaries were at work in every part of the United States, and newly-
converied Saluts were coming into Missouri even vhen they came only to be
driven out with the earlier settlers.3¥

The next center and gathering place for the Mormons waes Nauvoo,
Dlinois. ihen the Saints fled from Missourli in the winter of 1838-39,
they first found refuge in Quincy, Ilinois.3 When Joseph Smith got to
Ilinois, he chose a malarie-ridden lowland arcund the deserted village
of Commerce as the new home for his people. He obtained a charter froam
the stete of Tllinols for his town, renaming it Hauvoo, which meens
"beautiful place."” The Saints set themselves to the task of building up
& beautiful city, in keeping with the neme they hed chosen. They drained
the swampland, and dug deep welle instead of using surface water, and
the meleria became & nmch less serious problem than before. Saints
streamed in from everywhere, particulerly converts from England. The
city became the largest in Illinois, passing the twenty thousand
population mark before the troubles arose which forced the Saints to
leave their Illinois home.36 Estimates of the world membership by 1844,

34mia. 5 DD« 241-54.
351mid., p. 256.
36mid., pp. 270, 316-T.
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when these @lfflculties occurred, range from forty thousend to two
hundred. thousand .37

In Neuvoo Joseph Smith became a powerful figure, bescaning mayor of
the city, Iieutenant-General of the Hauvoo legion, end candicéste for
president of th: United St=tes on an independent ticket in 1844. Sidney
Rigdon was his running mate. He lived in the Mansion House, which siso
provided hotel facflities for visitors to the city.38

In 1839 the first issue of a new periodical, Times and Seasons,
eppeared. Ebenezer Fobinson directed the printing interests of the
Cimrch. Two thousand new copies of the Book of Mormon were printed and
placed in the hands of the people.39

The Saints built their temple in Nauvoo, with the men giving of
their time to work on it. It wes the center of interest and served as a
source of insniration to the whole popvulation. It wes visible for miles
up and down the Mississippl River.  Fire destroyed this temple in 1848.40

The Church continued its missionary activity. Frivolity smong the
young people csussd some concern among the leaders. But the young
people received the admonition given them, and in Janusry, 1843, they
formed "The Young Gentlemen end Young Ledies' Relief Society."#l In

37cheries A. Shook, The True of Mormon Polygemy (Cincinmeti:
The Standard Publishing Company, ny, 191%), p. ol 33 . Hereafter this book will
be referred to as TOMP. The R.L.D.S. clmrch consistently claims that
the membership at this time was around two hundred thousand.

BBIbido. PDe. 275’ 281’ 560

Bmi1d., pp. 264-69.

l"’:!Ibm.., p. 273.

lﬂIbid-, P 2@-




