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Book Review. — Qiteratur.

nfinge reformatorifjer Bisclauslegung, Hecausgegeben von Johanmnes
Fider. €cfter Band. Suthers Vorlefung fiber den Rdmerdrief 1515-16.

Biecte Wuflage, Mit einer Tafel. Dicteridide VerlagSbudhandiung,

f;‘::::-, 11-:?3:6. CIV, 162 und 346 Seiten. Preis: Gefeftet, M.18; ge-

An .ehre und Wehres (74, 342) Haben wic die deutfde Hberfefung der

Romerbeiefoorfefung Quthers bon Gduard Giliwein befproden und empfohlen.
g‘“ liegt uns mun eine newe YAuffage bes von bem unevmitdliden Forjder Peof.

- Jobannes Fider aufgefundenen Tatetnijhen Originals vor, Jft bie Mdmer-
briefooclefung Qutpecs iiberhaupt von grofer Widhtigleit — fie roucbe gehalten
bom 3. Rovember 1515 bis jum 7. September 1516 —, dba fie uns cinen Blid tun
1agt in bie Werlftitte und vor alfem in bas Hers bes borreformatorijden Luther
und beutlidy geigt, wie eben Quther burdy fein Studium bes Rdmerbriefs der Res
fermator gemworden ift: fo ift gerabe bieje Originalausgabe von bejonderer Widh=
tigleit, it nur, weif feine iiberjejung gany bad Original erfegen fann, fondern
aud, teif fie gany wollftdndig ift und forwob! die Gloffe (162 Seiten) als aud die
Sdolien (346 Seiten) diplomatifd) genau nadh den Handfdriften barbietet. Luiber
Befolgte ebem damals nod) den mittelaltectihen Braud) und fdied ywijden Gloffe
und Edyolie, bas Beifit, awijdyen Wort: und Sadjertldrung. ,Wihrend die erftere
als interfineare Glofje in fhacfer, fnapper Fafjung die Grifirung bes ecinjelnen
Bortes unb bic fogifdhe Vertnitpfung ber Gedanfen bringt und ol Randqlofie
ausgefiibetere fpradhlidhe und jachliche Erlduterungen gibt* — afs Probe ift bier
tine Seite in photographijdem Deud beigegeben —, Hgreift Luther in den Schos
fiem einjelne ihm bejonbers widhtig ctjdyeinende Stellen heraus und entwidelt
baran in bald Ueineren, Gald qriferen ALHandlungen, hiufig in breiter VAuss
fubelideit, die qrofen, grundlegenden Gebanten bes Vriefes. (Ellwein, S. VIL)
“_"‘ biefe Ausfiihrungen jeigen nun far und beutlid), toie Luther {dhon damals
die rimifdhe Qebre verlaffen und wefentlidy feine evangelijtge fiberjeugung ge:
wonnen Dat. Gr gloffiert, um nuc einen BVeleg anyufithren, Rom. 3,28 fo:
'_"l"“""mw'. i. e, decernimus et asserimus, colligimus ex dictis, enim
iustificari justum apud Deum reputari hominem, sive Grecus sit, sive
Iudaeus, per fidem sine operibus legis, sine adiutorio et necessitate ope-
rum legis.“ (Jider, Gloffe, S.35.)%) Darum mift aud) der belannte neuere
Sutberforidier Deincidy Bohmer in feinem Hodjintereflanten und fehr lefens:
Betten Weele ,Der junge Luther” biefem Sommentar grofe Bebeutung bei
und fogt nod) ciner lingeren Unterjudjung abjchlickend: ,Faft alle Themata
bon Luthers fpdterer BVeclitndigung Ifingen fomit fdhon in dem Heften ju ben
Piafmen und jum Momerbrief an. JIn den Grundjilgen twar bie meue religidfe
und fittliee Unfdjauung, gu beren Herold er berufen rwar, af8 er die leften
Borte ber Momervorlefung fdyrieh, affo fdon fertip.” (S.132) Und Fider
fagt am Sdhlup feiner Boreebe jur gweiten Uuflage mit gutem Grunbe: ,Eingig
toie fie [Suthers Yusfegung] al8 dufere Vevanftaltung gewefen ift, Hat fie mit
ijrem midytig quellenben Steidhtum, mit ihrer biS jum Grunbe bobrenben unbd
bie leften Gegenfdhe umfpannenden Rraft und mit ifrer Tiefe unmittelbaren
Grlebens cinen Befonderenm, ja cingigen Wert, und i) mddte aud) ber fibers

*) Diefed Jitat zeigt ugleidh recht deutlidh bie Anlage der Lutherfden Erlliirung:
bie unterfirienen Worte Bieten ben Tert bev Sdrift, in die bie Gloffe eingefdoben ift.
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aeugung Ausdrud geben, baf 8 fiir bad Erfaffen und Grieben des RImerbriefes
und filc das neue Grringen Quthers in unferer Jeit nidt unwicljom bleiben
Ioird, tenn biefe erfte grofe und gejdhloffene Erneuerung bes Wpoftels burd) ben
Meformator ebenfo alé wiffenjdhaftliches wic al8 religisfes und perfdnlices Jeugs
nis eine ftete Wirlung ausiibt.s (S. XVIL) Sn der Borrede jur ecften Uufs
lage (S. VIII—XVI) beridytet Fider in fehr lefenstverter Weife, wie er ju folden
Stubien gefommen ift und feine Handidriftenfunde gemadit Hat, und gibt bann
in ecincr 84 Seiten umfafjenden, auperorbentlid) gritndlien Ginleitung Yuss
ftunft itber die Handfdyriften und Unterjudjungen ilber die ganje Uuslegung

Luthers. 8 ift eine Mufterleiftung eined Luiherforfdhers.
QGlicbringer.

Dicnft und Dienen im Neuen Teftantent. Bon Lic. Wilhelm Brandt.
@iitersloh, ©. Vertelémann=Verlag. 210 Seiten 53 X8%. Preié, lars
toniert, M. 0.

Das hier vorlicgende Budy ift das 5. Heft ber jtociten Meibe von Hlniers
judungen jum Rirdenproblem bdes Urdriftentums, Herausgegeben von D.DOtto
Sdmig, Profeffor an ber Univerfitdt Mitnfter”. Der Berfaffer ift Dogent an ber
theologijdhen Schule Vethel und Privatbozent an ber Univerfitdt Milnfter in Welt
falen. Das Heft bringt eine griindlidge WUbhandlung der Begriffe Dienft und
Dienen im Neuen Teftament ald ethijches und organifatorifdjes Problem. Die
theologijdhe Seite ift weniger iiberjeugend bargelegt ald bdie philologifde. Dad
Bat feinen @rund ohne Jweifel barin, dafs der Verfaffer liberalen Anfichten fuls
bigt. Gr weif nidhts anjufangen mit jenem geheimniSvollen lnbefannten, ber
im 2. JYefajabudy fylechthin der Knedyt Heifit* (S. 45). Gr iwill die Worte JGu
in ben Goangelien nidt al8 injpicriertes Schriftwort angefehen Haben, fondern
al8 ,2Worte, biec die Gemeindeilberlicferung uns als Worte JEfu vom Dienft
bictet* (S.0606). Gr crfennt bie Stellvertretung Gheifti nidyt an, fonbern will
Oxép fiberieyit haben Him Interefle von (S.77). WUber, wie gefagt, die fprady:
liden Grirterungen bes Vudhes iiber alfe Synonyma von ,Dienen und ,Dienft*
find eingefend und interefjant und tragen viel jum befferen BVerftindnis vieler
Stellen der Sdrift bei. P. G Krejmann.

The Christian Way of Liberty. By Jokn A. W. Haas, D. D., LL. D.
214 pages, 5X7%. The United Lutheran Publication House, Phila-
delphia, Pa. Price, $1.25.

Dr. Haas is president of Muhlenberg College and has been the author
of a number of volumes treating problems of philosophy and religion. The
Christian Way of Liberty is in reality an apologetic for the Christian
way of salvation. It presents the Lutheran doctrine as viewed from
a student of modern philosophy who has not found it necessary to dis-
card the beliefs of his childhood as so many outmoded categories. Dr.Hass
makes some concessions to the eritical viewpoint when he admits the pos-
sibility of a flgurative interpretation of the Fall (p. 86), although he
treats the story as authentic history. He does not agree with Luther's
On the Enslaved Will (p.28), and his presentation of election is hardly
adequate (p.162). But these are blemishes only upon a really superior
work of apologetics. It passes in review the doctrine of creation, of man's
original condition, of the Fall, of the consequence of sin, of Christ's re-
deeming work, Christian faith, and good works. These familiar topics
are presented without concessions, except as noted above, the author up-
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i

sin, the reality of the devil, the essential deity of Christ,
y stating the relation of justification to personal faith. We
to note on page 172 the remark: “The Church is only now
to the inefficient manner in which it has endeavored to help
tual growth of the child.” A sane, wholesome book, which suc-
combines modern viewpoints with the presentation of ancient
Tx. GRAEBNER.

Home, Church, and Sex. By C. Al. Roon, M.D., F.A.C.8. Ives Wash-
burn, New York. 326 pages, 5X8. Price, $2.00.

Dr. Roan endeavors to teach by precept and example the proper method
of sex instruction and succeeds in showing either how it must not be done
or that it cannot be done. He protests against the prevailing reticence
on the sex question, quoting with approval an editorial from the Columbus
Dispateh: “God in His wisdom made sex a part of man. Man, in his
ignorance, makes it an unclean thing and seeks to still any voice that
eries out in protest” (p.324). In his own experience the author has been
led to believe “that ignorance regarding sex matters is the cause of much
unnecessary suffering, the blight of many a promising life, and a stum-
bling-block for parents and advisers” (p- 25). “When society, through
2 balanced education, leaves off all the low-down talk and thought on sex
matters and rises up to a plane of higher thought concerning the God-
given blessings of happy marital relations, there will come into the lives
of many people a solution of many of the evils of the day” (p. 93). The
author believes that the Church has been strangely remiss in its duty to
instruct especially its adolescent youth regarding sexual matters. He
complaing that there is mo “plain talk” in any of the treatments of the
Sixth Commandment given in the religious text-books. “Moses would be
aroused to anger and would blush with shame if he could rise up from
his resting-place and review the various text-books” (pp- 249. 27). Espe-
cially the parents, however, come under the eriticism of Dr. Roan. Fathers
"? not instruct their soms. “The pious-minded father, as a general rule,
dismisses the whole question with a shudder and thinks of it only as
something belonging to the realms of sin and wrong-doing” (p. 213).
“Mothers of all ages have wronged their children grossly in answering
the question, ‘Where do babies come from, and how are they formed?”
(p-47). But why be prudish? “Sex is morbid only in the minds of people
who make it so. A person can think in a wrong manner about any sub-
ject under the sun, and certainly this is true of sex” (p. 205). The cure,
Dr. Roan believes, is to give the young people “an exact knowledge of the
essential facts of married life and its problems, which will enable them
to enter into it with something of the same sort of confidence that men
and women enter any other chosen profession or voeation” (p. 260). All
of which sounds good, and we are informed that “seven well-known Lu-
theran educators and church leaders read the manuseript during its prep-
aration and gave to it their unqualified approval.” A Swedish reviewer
believes that the book lifts the whole sex question out of the sphere of
“tabu or indirect statement, above the level of curiosity, into the light
of wholesome round-table discussion.” This, we hold, is in the nature of
the case impossible. Sexual matters cannot be given a “round-table dis-

Hils
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cussion” like the proper method of planting potatoes or the advantages
of sweet clover over alfalfa. It can’t be done. If proof were needed, it is
supplied in Dr. Roan’s book. In order to prove that sexual matters should
be treated in a happy, free-handed way, he quotes from the Bible. In
fact, he gathers together stories and precepts from the Bible dealing with
the physical side of sexual life and prints them on eight solid pages. We
call this o gross misuse of the Bible, —which indeed contains many ref-
erences of this nature, but so coordinates them with historical and doc-
trinal matter that they do not make the gross appeal which is unavoidable
when gathered in o mass on cight pages. Other sections are devoted fo
details of anatomy and physiology which, in n similar presentation by
Mrs. Bennett, a New York advocate of birth control, caused charges of
publishing obscene matter to be raised by the prosecuting attorney. The
author advocates birth control for married people (113. 205. 309. 318).
H. G .Wells, the evolutionist and antagonist of Christianity, expresses,
in his Science of Life (p.1404), our own opinion on this whole matter
of scxual education: “We may present the facts as passionlessly as we
like; but that will not prevent the growing individual of making & per-
sonal application of them and feeling in due time the increasing power
of desire.” Tx. GRAEBNER.

Dr. Francis Pieper. A biographical sketch. By Theodore Gracbner. Con-
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 61 pages, 5X7%. Price,
15 cts. the copy, postpaid; dozen, $1.44, and postage.

We are pleased to announce in this number of the CoxNcorvra THEO-
LoGICAL MoONTHLY, which is in itself in the nature of a memorial number,
this paper-bound booklet, as it has just been published. Our esteemed
colleague has rendered our Church a distinet service in assembling the most
important ineidents in the life of the sninted Dr. Pieper and in presenting
this material in a coneise biography. We agree with the statement of the
publishers: “To perpetuate the memory of this outstanding defender of the
Christian faith, copies of his biography should be read and preserved in the
libraries of all pastors, teachers, laymen, schools, societies, colleges, and
seminaries within, and beyond the confines of, our Synod.” The biography,
parts of which have been offered in the Lutheran Witness, is divided into
the following chapters: 1. Childhood and Youth; 2. The Ministry; 3. Call
to the Seminary and Early Years of Professorship; 4. Controversy; 5. “The
Pen of a Ready Writer”; 6. A Grateful Church; 7. In Home and Class-
room; 8. The End. P. E. KRETZMARK.

Grlebniffe und Beobadjtungen. BVon D. THeobor Kaftan, ehemald

Gleneraljuperintendent von Sdlesivig. Jioeite, durdjgearbeitete MAujlage.

Drud und Berlag von G. BectelSmann in Gittersloh. 1931 VI umd

872 Seiten 6% X0%, in Leintvand mit Nilden= und Dedeltitel gebunden.
Preis: ML 14.

D. Theodbor Raftan ift den meiften Qefern bdiefes Blattes nidht unbelannt.

Gr war ber dltere Bruber des cbenfalls weithin befannten Berliner Dogmatifers.

Sein Name wurbe frither in ,Lehre und Wehre” oft genannt, namentlid in Ber:

bindung mit feiner Schrift ,Moberne Theologie bes alten Glaubens” unbd ber

fih baran anfdlickenden Firdlidy-theologijden Ridtung (S. 817 ). Gr febt jebt;
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fodbetagt, in Baden:Vaben und Hat bie Grinnerungen aus feinem Seben,
bie guerft al8 eine Sdyrift des Bereins filr {dlewig-HolRteinifche Rirdengefdidite
etidienen waren, nun teiter ausgefilhet, bielfad) nady feinem Gedidjtnis, aber
bod) aud) nodh alleclei Schriftftiiden, die bem Gedbidhinis ju Hilfe famen, unter
anberm nady einem ilber 3ehn Jabre fid) exftredenden Tagebud). RKaftan Hat eine
Bebeutende Hoflle gefpielt, namentlid) al8 Generalfuperintenbent von Sdlesiig,
und {eine Grinnerungen find ein iwertvoller Weitrag guc firdengefdidte dber
Ieften fedyyig Jahre. Uus feiner Ubfammung und bem RKreife feiner weitaus
lingften MWictfamleit in Sdlesivig-Holjtein erqgibt fidh, bak er gany befonders bon
biefem Lanbesteil redet und audy die pofitifhen Fragen, bie ba Bereinfpielten,
bebanbelt. Wber abgefehen bavon, fat et fo biel eclebt, ift mit fo vielen bedeus
tenden Qeuten jufammengetommen — wic nennen nur feine Qehrer Hofmann,
Deligfdy, Thomafius, bann die aud) in die ameritanifdh:luthecijde Kirdengefdidte
fereinfpiclenben Paftoren Paulfen in Kropp und Jenfen in Bretfum, fodann die
beiben Raifer, Withelm I. und Wilhem II., Adolf Harnad, Gampbell Morgan,
Rathen Soderblom —, daf man der Erzdfhlung mit viel Jmterefle folgt. Und
Raftan fpridt immer feine Meinung offen unb citdbaltlos aus, aud) feine Urteile,
einetlei 0b fie gefallen ober nidyt. Gr gilt af8 ein Filhrer bes modernen pofitiven
futhertums, Hat biel und bis in die neuefte Jeit Hinein fiir die ,Allgemeine Ev.:
Suth. Kirdenyeitungs gefdhricben, aud) BVitdjer verdffentlicht, unter benen die in
fiebter Auflage eridyiencne ,Auslegung des futherifhen KatedyiSmuss uns jdhon
feit Jahren befannt und twertvoll ift; e8 ift eben nicht ein aus jehn anbern jus
fammengefdyricbencs Budy, fondern eine wirlliche, auf eigenem Stubium berubende
Uutlequng (S. 818 fi.). Gr ift biel gereift und Hat aud infolge feiner amtliden
Stellung an drei belannten groperen Meifen teilgenommen, die er dann in in=
tereffanten Gingelheiten bejdhreibt, an der ,Pifgerreijer Wilhelms IL. nad) Pald=
ftina, an ber Neife elner Vnjahl Hervorragender deutidher Kivdenminner nady
Gngland und an ber Meife au der Ynftallation des Hirzlicy verftorbenen {dyves
bijdhen Grybifdhofs Nathan Soberblom, die auf ihn gany mit Nedt Heinen roma:
nificrenden Gindeud” gemacht Hat (S. 367). Aber wir ditrfen aud) Worte ernjtec
fritit nidt verjdiveigen. Kaftan Hat die biblijh-Tutherijhe InjpirationSlehre
eufgegeben, namentlid) infolge jeines Qefens der feinerjeit befannten Streitidyrift
Rahnis' gegen Hengftenberg fiber die Grundivaheheiten dbes Proteftantismus, und
freut fih, baf er biefe Lehre, die er als ecin ,ThHeologumenon, eine theologijde
Meinung, bejeidynet, wihrend fic dod) die Ausjage der Schrift von fich felbft iR,
Iofgeworden ift. ,G8 fiel miv twie Sdhuppen von den Augen.” ,Wie ward id
froh und frei* (€. 54). Gr bejeidinet e3 al§ .cine Gefamtaufgabe der utherifden
Chriftenheit, fiy von biefem reformierten Sauerteig gu reimigen und gur bes
feienben Gelenntnis ber Wabhrheit von ber Seyrift Hindurdyudeingens (8. 55),
und fommt nodh mehrere Male auf diefe Sache jurild (S. 149. 307). Darum fagt
et audy in feiner Sdyrift ,DMoberne Theologic bed alten Glaubens* (S. 118): ,Die
moberne Theologie, die i) vertrete, beugt fich unter feine nur dufere Autoritdt”,
und fagt bag im Gegenfofy juc aften Theologie, die Veugung unter bas Schrift-
tort forbere, well bie Schrift burd) Inmipiration Gottes Wort fei. Uuch fonft
Baben ivir nod) Ausftellungen ju machen, namentlich bap er audy in feiner Schrift
»Der Menjd) JE{us Ghriftus der cinige Mittler wijdhen Gott und ben Men=
fden* Bedenllich von Gheifti Gottheit vebet (S. 318 f.), tonnten jebod) aud) gar
mandie gute Ausfagen und Urteile anfiihren, wie die, baf man fein ,Leben JCfu
fdreiben tonne” (S. 52); unb er fhlieft feine Darftellung mit ben Worten: ,Die
Sulunft und alles, was da Hineingehrt, befehle iy Gott und tue dbas um fo ge=
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trofter, al i) im Hinblid auf bie Vergangenbeit viel ju danlen Habe und unter
ba8 lange Leben, das inter mir liegt, nid)ts Befferes ju fdyreiben Iweif als bas
alte Rated)ismusivort: ,Das alles aus lauter viterlider, gbttlidher Gilte und Varms
Deraigleit, ohne alle mein Verbienft und Wilrdigleit.' &8 ift fehr au bebauern,
baf cin fold) begabter, entfdyicbener unb tatfrdftiger Mann nidt durdiveg eine
treulutherifde Stellung eingenommen BHat. Q Fichbringer.

Life of Phillips Brooks. By William Lawrence. 151 pages, T4%X5.
Harper & Brothers, Publishers. Price, $2.00.

This is the second volume of a series of biographies entitled Creative
Lives, edited by Harold E. B. Speicht, M. A., D. D. It is from the pen of
William Lawrence, Episcopal Bishop of Massachusetts from 1893 to 1926.
The author has written his book mostly on the basis of personal memories.

Phillips Brooks, chiefly known generally by his famous Christmas-song
“0 Little Town of Bethlchem,” began his career, after graduating from
Harvard, by failing as a teacher in the Boston Latin School. He then
took n seminary course in the Episcopal Theological Seminary at Alexan-
dria, Va., and at twenty-eight was a leading preacher in Philadelphia. He
began his rectorship of twenty-two years at Trinity Church in Boston
on Sunday, October 31, 1869, at the age of thirty-three. He served also
as preacher at Harvard and later as Bishop of Massachusetts. He was
a religious leader in his day whose influence was felt not omly in our

country, but also in England. He died January 23, 1893.
W. G. PoLACK.

A History of Later Latin Literature. From the Middle of the Fourth
to the End of the Seventeenth Century. By F. A. Wright, L. 4.,
Professor of Classies in the University of London, and 7. A. Sinclair,
AL A., Reader in Classics in the University of London. The Mac-
millan Company, New York. 309 pages, 53;X8%, with select bib-
liography and index. Price, $4.75.

Here is a volume which every lover of Latin literature must welcome
with sincere joy, since up to this time no book, long or short, existed in
English that treated exclusively of Latin Literature from the fourth to
the seventeenth century of our era. In German there is the standard
history of Martin Schanz, which is now being continued, a new volume,
covering the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth centuries, having appeared in
1923, with another to follow. There is in French the remarkable Histoire
Litteraire de la France, which was begun by the Benedictines of St.Maur
in the cighteenth century and is now being carried forward by the in-
stitute. But to this day not a single standard work on later Latin lit-
erature existed in English. The present volume therefore satisfies a long-
felt need and should be made accessible to students in high schools,
colleges, and universities. The average American student of Latin has
read little more than about three or four authors. Of Plautus and
Terence he has heard only rumors, and when he left the college, authors
like Juvenal, Martial, Tacitus, Suetonius, and others of equal fame were
not more than mere names to him. The works of Tertullian, Cyprian,
Lactantius, the great Augustine, Orosius, Boethius, the Venerable Bede,
and all the others down the line to the time of the Reformation were
“unknown regions” to him. The volume before us endeavors to break
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down this wall of ignorance and to give the students of Latin fascinating
glimpses of Latin literature beyond the classic age. It deals with a large
subject in a brief space; of necessity it must therefore omit much that
one might look for. But the reader receives such graphic descriptions
of the later Latin writers and of the times during which they wrote that
he cannot help but do some private reading in the great fleld opened to
him by this book. The book is divided into six main parts: I. The Age
of Augustus; II. The Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Centuries; IIL The
Carolingian and Ottonian Revivals; IV. Medieval Prose; V. Medieval
Verse; VI. The Renaissance Latinists. Of these perhaps the first two
are of greatest importance to the average student of Latin; yet the stu-
dent of Latin who is at the same time a student of theology will find the
others equally attractive. The whole volume is written with a charm
that will assure it a wide reading circle. J. T. MUELLER.

Workers Together. A Study of Christian Partnership. By Harry 8.
Alyers and F. A. Agar. Fleming H. Revell Company. 96 pages,
6X714. Price, $1.00.

Here we have another discussion of the stewardship problem, which
may interest all those who are working in the field of proper education
along stewardship lines. While the presentation is at times somewhat dis-
jointed and epigrammatic and while a chiliastic strain is somewhat notice-
able, together with an Arminian emphasis on free will, some very good
thoughts are offered. For instance (p. 46): “This group stewardship permits
the mingling of individual prayers and possessions, talents, and energies,
%o that greater things can be done for God than any one individual could
perhaps accomplish alone.” And again ( p.606): “A very common form of
injustice on the part of the local churches is the prevailing practise of
raising some ‘casy moncy’ by the sale of articles of food or fancy articles
or rummage. Many a pastor encourages his people in this practise, or fails
to discourage them, because he might become unpopular with some of his
members.” There are other good sentences and paragraphs in the book,
and it is well worth studying. P. E. KRETZMANK.

Greatest Thoughts on Immortality. Compiled from Personal Letters
to the Author and from Various Other Sources. By Jacob Helder,
A.M., Ph.D. Richard R. Smith, Inc. New York. 183 pages, 5X74.
Price, $2.00.

This is a comprehensive symposium of contemporary opinion on the
doctrine of the immortality of the soul. Part One contains excerpts from
personal letters addressed to the author by outstanding representatives
of Protestantism, Roman Catholicism, and Judaism as well as philosophers,
psychologists, scientists, educators, and authors. Part Two is made up
of negative and afirmative quotations from books. E. J. FRIEDRICH.

The Btory of Our Hymns. By Ernest Edwin Ryden. Augustana Book
Concern, Rock Island, Ill. 504 pages, 53;X8. Price, $2.00. Order
from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

In five sections this volume treats the early Christian hymns, German
hymns and their writers, the Scandinavian, English, and finally the Amer-
iean contributions to hymnology. A biography of each hymn-writer is
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given, followed by a characteristic hymn. Besides the 84 hymns pre-
sented there are excerpts from 140 others, while reference is made fo
hundreds of others in the proper connection. The avowed purpose of the
author has been to “create deeper love for the great hymns of the Chris-
tian Church.” His book fulfils this purpose. THEODORE GRAEENER.
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. Theologic ber Gegemwart. Literarijye BVeilage jur Neuen Kirdliden Jeite
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torfi: Neucrideinungen iiber praltijihe Theologie.
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