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being shaped by Ghe evenss of daily home life. The experien-—
ces of Lhiz ionbimate group, Ghe family, determine lasting
atbitudes and habiuvs of the individusl units of the family.54
Koehler quotes from the Electic Dictionary:

Generally speaking, every one is bLeing educated, his

powers, intellectual and moral, are being developed

for good or evil, by all he sees, hears, feels, or

does. In this sense education begins when one ecnters

the world and continues z2ll the cime when he is in it.

In a more specific sense the term is applied to a pre-

nedicated effort on the part of perents and Geachers

to draw out one's intellectual and moral endowments,

encouraging what is good Lo oneself snd society and

discouraging what is hurtful.

The home exerts Ghe greatest amount of influence. The
home has a profound influence on Ghe character of individuals.
Sone years ago the Character Education Inquiry measured tGhe
knowledge of right and wrong possessed by children., They
measured (he resemblance tGhere was between bthese children's
Judgmentcs and the Jjudgments of those with whom they were in
daily contact. liothers and fathers proved (o be Ghe greatest
influence, snd the results point to the moral potency of the
home. "The coefficiens. of correlation for parents was found
o be 54.5 per cent. Almost at the bottom of the scale were
Church school teachers with a correlation of .2 prer cent.
These statistics concern mere moral knowledge and not actual
conducsv.

Therefore, s bthe basic unibt in society, the family

wields major influence upon the young child. The Gesching

54Vieth, Op. citi.; p. 169.
53Koehler, op. citsy ps 3.
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of parents is effective because they teach on the basis of
life. The influence of the home will usually overcome any
other educabionel impacbt. By the fsithful inssruction and

example of Christisn psrents they can exert the most power-—

ful infliuence upon the formative minds of their children.56

In the home tGender regard and sacrificisl sdult conduct
are maintained as nowhere else, if bthe home is emo-
Gionally, intellectually, snd ethicslly hezlGhy. It is
this sort of home that a child has the right co have,
And if, in addition, he has & genuinely ChrisGian home,
he is off o a most fortunate start. « « « Individusals,
adults snd children, within a family sre interactive.
The life of vhe child, his personality, his conduct,

his Ghinking, his faith, are noc oanly colored, guided
and very largely deternined by the personality, conduct,
Ghionking, end faith of his parents, or by those closest
to him who may serve as substitutes for parentcs; that is
not Ghe whole story, « « « » While Ghe pareant is
affecting the nature of the child, the child is modifying,
sometimes radicelly changing, Lhe hsbits and values of
Bis parencs.>?

|
Therefore, parents are the real teachers, or as Fallsw
hos put 16, "parents are the reasl teachers of religion, or
irreliaion.“ES liost parents to sune depree atitempt Go be
Geachers. They teach their children their own acceptznce of
right and wrong. Large numbers of Ghem endeavor o guide
Gheir children into the "good life." Parents seek o incul=-
cate @ high degree of moral responsibility. They support
character-building agencies in the community. But "character

education" is one thing, and Christian education is anoGher.

56Berner, on. cit., pp. 85=-86,
57pallaw, op. giti., pe 16.
“B1bid., p. ix.
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It is ab this poinb of "purposeful Christian nurture," where
the home fails.59 All too few homes are equipped for this
Geaching vask, but under favorable condiGions it is vitally
important that, "the child's mother, who will hsve the first
opporvaniiy of making educational impressions, kaow God and
His Word emd manifest His living Spirit."60

AG Gnis point arises & fundasaental problem which was

lso discussed in chapter three.sl How is religion best

3

Gaught in Ghe home? Two. poinis of view are prevalent.
These are Ghe direct and indirect spproaches. One view '
euphesizes direct instrucvion, Ghe imparting of religious
inowledse; and Ghe other holds that Ghe most lssting and
effective kinds of Geaching are the atmosphere in Ghe home

and Ghe kind of relationships which the child experiences

in the home.62

Smart chows the extrenes of Ghe latGier view:

Phillips Broox's phrasse, "Truth mediated Lhrough per-
sonality," was misinterpreted to mean that Gruth does
not need Lo be medisted in any other way Ghan Through
personality, that Ghe expression of the truch in
conprehensible words is cuilte unnecessary. The smug
complacency of & parent who tells himself that his per-
sonality has so much Gruth in it Ghat nothing nore is
needed to complete his Christisn ministry to his chil-
drer is not hard to detect, and when this is used as a

*vieth, op. cibe, Pps 171-172,
GGE;Eurch. op. citi., P. 277.
5lSu ra, pPp. 15-16. ;

5253ge, op. cite, pp. 185-186.
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basis for evading Lhe responsibility of coherent Chris-
tian conversation in the home, it becomes a serious

natter,o
Neither would the family want to depend upon instruction

alone in seeking to develop Christian charscter. Certainly

both views are essential.
The re-establishment of the home and msrriage

liore is needed than just the encouragement for parents
G0 do a little religious Leaching in the home. Something far
more crucial is involved., This is the recovery of the divine
order of the home. The modern generation has consented
to this abandonment of ¢ he divine order of the home gnd is
presently suffering the consequences. To restore this
divine order is the first step in making the family cell the

rimary unit in the Church as well as in the community.

l;:'

The divine order for the home is Gthat it should be a
aecdbed of faith, that in its intimacy the environment
should be created in which human beings can best grow
up in the knowledge snd love of God. Abandon that div-
ine order and its surest foundation has been pulled outb
from under thie home. IGs life has been condemned &o
superficiality. It has lost out of itself those ele-
ments which alone enable it to meet the deeper needs of
human life and to Gouch GLhose levels of existence on
which Grue reverence and Ghankfulness are awakened.

The divine order of the home may involve a conception of
the home as & christian "cell," a miniabure community in

which the relationships are those of love, law, growth, end

GESmart, op. cib., p. 175.
&% 1hida., p. 184.
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the nystery of God's grace. These are besic to an under-
standing of Christian education in the home.65

We must think of the family in its relationship to God.
If the relationships of huéband, wife, snd children sre part
of the divine order, then the family may be thoughbt of as a
cell within the larger organism, which is the Church. Thus,
che small family unic has a tremendous role in vhe Church's
program of Christian educauion.66

Smert claims thalt we must go back a step further and
understand, first of all, the very nature-of Christian mar-
riage, by which the Christian home comes inito existence,
Christian marriage is a miracle, for it is Ghe union of two
persons into one person. There is 2n indissoluble oneness,
but Ghis oneness is centered in God. Both parties of the
narriage estate nmust have found the center of life in God, so
thet He is the decpest bond of union between them. This
humnbling of the self to the rule of God is Ghe work of Jesus
Christ. Christian marrisge must¢ uvherefore be rooted in
the Christian faith. As children come, Ghey enter into Ghe
marriage circle and share in iGs life. By their presence,
they strengthen and enrich the marrieage bond. The entire re-—
lationship is transformed by the child's coming, because the
third person is added not as a unit outside of the family,

but a3 a person within the unity of the family circle. Fur-

®Sui11er, op. cit., pp. 69=70.

66Ibi&.. P. 5.
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thermore, the parent will noi count the cost of sharing life
with vhe children on the deepest levels, especially where
questions of faith are involved. Thus when the parents
ignore Ghe function of Ghe home to bring Christian faith and
life to the young, Gheo situation brings into question Ghe
Christian character of the home snd of the marrisge. "It is
not the loss merely of a single function of the home, but the
loss of the divine order of the home. The home is becoming
something other then, in the order of his creation, God
intended it to be."67
Bruce quotes Luther on the subject of the home:
Luther held & very lofty conception of Ghe marriage re-
lation and held the family in the very highest esteem.
"That," he says, "is indeed a very beautiful and happy
marriage relation, which has inscribed boGh on the table
and the bed: 'Here is God's fevor, will, and mosti gra-
cious pleasure. Here are the real and immeasurable
great blessings and riches'. A truly Christian home and
family life is a real church, an elect cloister, yeay =
varadise, for the father snd mother here become like

God, because they are rulers, bDishops, pore, doctgg,
pastor, preacher, schoolmaster, Jjudge, and lord."

Horace Bushnell's contribution o tGhe home.

Horace Bushmnell's Christian Nurture wss, in Ghe minds of
meny, the most significant book of the nineteenth century in
the field of Christizn educztion. In the Jjudgment of these

people, modern work in religious education begsn with the

575nart, op. eit., pp. 180-182.

686ustav liarius Bruce, Luther as an Educator (idinneap-
olis: Augsburg Publishing House, C.1925), D .
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publicetion of this book.69 Bushnell was in reaction against
a nsrrowly evangelistic Christianity which was widespread in
Wew England snd closely associated with many of the Sunday
Schools, While his thesis is developed almost exclusively in
reference Go Christian nurture in the family or home, he
has profoundly influenced the development of agencies for
Chriscien education within the Church.70

Horace Bushnell denies some of the fundamental doctrines
of the Chrisbtiun faith: original sin, the remission of sins
in Baptism, the mecans of zrace, and almost equates Christian
nurture to the Gospel of Jesus Christ; yet he is important
for this thesis because of his high estimate of the place
of the home in Christian education. A short synopsis of
Christian Nurbture is in place.

Bushnell's major premise was that "the child is to grow
up a Christisn, and never know himself as being otherwise."
His sntire book is developed around. this opinion. The aim
S0 be sought is notv that Ghe éhild is to grow up in sin, to
be converted after he comes to & mature age, but rather that
he loves what is good from his esrliest years. However, the
assunption camnot be made Ghat every child may be so trained

that he certainly will grow up a Chrisbian.7l

69John 0. Gross, lkducation for Life (Wew York: Abingdon-
Cokesbury Press, C. 19485, Pe 193.

7Oyieth, op. ciG., pp. 19-20.
7lBushna11, op., cib., P. 10,
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Truth is revesled in the lives of purents even before

the child is of age to understand words. The Christian gos-

pel is wrapped up in the life of the parent and beams out
like a living epistle. The "Spirit of Lruth" makcs bGhis
living truth as effectusl as the actuel preaching of the
gospel., One can unever begin too soon to communicate truth.
I is not necessary that the pliant, plastic nature of
childhood first be hardened into stone before it becomes &
candidace for Christian charﬂcter.72
The intention is Chat the Christizn life and spirit
of Ghe parents, which are in and by the spiribt of God,
shall flow inbo che mind of Ghe child, to blend with
his incipient and hslf-formed exercises; Lhat they
shall beget their own good with him--their thoughts,
opinions, fzith, and love, which are to become a

litéle more, and yet a little more, his ova separate
exercise, but still the same in character. 5

The child, in the beginning, is_a mere passive luap,

and he c¢pens into conscious life under the soul of the par-

enc, 'The kind and degree of psssiviby are gradually changed

s he progresses Ghrough the years. They do noi infringe
upon Ghe rights of Gthe child. They only fulfill their God-
given duly. "Their will and charscter are designod to be
che mebrix of the child's will and character. By & gradual
process he agpproeches Lo Ghe proper rsnlkk of an individual

creabure.“74

721bid o9 Pe 22.
?51bid., p. 30.
741-016- (Y P [ 28-29 [ ]
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Bushnell pleads for a whole-hearted devetion to Ghe
task of Christian nurture. The following quote shows the

sincerity of his endeavors:

After all, there is no chegp way of meking Christians

of our children. Nothing but to praciically live for

i makes it sure. To be Christians ourselves--ah!

there is Gthe difficulty. Fflow can sn unchristian, or
only non-christiar spirit reigning in the bhouse, quicken
Che spirit of life and holiness in bthe hearts subjected
to its sway? Even if our false modes of nurture are
miscakes, who can expect bhat mistakes will be es good
as verities? O, thou, bleased, Son of God, advocate
and friend of the little ones, rid us of our falsi-
ties, end set us in thy own true spirit, that we may 75
fitly dischargse Gthese most sacred a2nd Genderest duties!

The child will. not exezctly resemble his parents in char-
acier. Yel, he will bake the moral disease of Ghe family.,
Unless some odher spirit, from outside of the family,
reaches hims che orgenic character of the home will shape
and suvbordinuate his cheracter. The spirit of the home is in
the individual child by nurture, because it is CGhe very air

which he breathes.’°

The most genuine Geaching will be that which interprets
tréhp tc the child's feeling by living example. HNo Gruth
is really teught in words or inberpreted by intellectuzl or
logical methods. Truth must be lived into meaning before it
can be Gruly known. Every kind of teaching in religion

which sheds no light upon it from & good and beautiful life

?BIbid. 9 p'. 89-
?61p3id., pp. 101-107.
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is nearly or quite worbhless.77
Home and religion are kindred words; home, because it is
Lhe seat of religion, znd religion, becazuse it is the sacred
element of the hone.
This CGraining, in short, of a genuine, practically all-
enbracing, sll=imbuing femily religion, makes the fami-
lies so meny little churches, only tGhey are as much
bevter, in many points, as ithey are more private, clos-
er Gto the life of infancy, and more completely blended
with Ghe common sffairs of life.
In short, the religion of the parents is more powerful
then any other influence in determining what is to be the
religious direcition of the child's life, This would sum up

Christisn Nurture. We can go part of the way with Bushnell

in recognizing the continuous unconscious influence of the
parents' charactor and convictions in shaping the life of

Ghe child. Yet he comes Lo an erroneous conclusion, that the
child's life is so directly determined by the life of tGhe
parent Gthat the parent's life inevitably becomes the faith

of Ghe child.
The family-centered curriculum

The Church must not fail to use the Christian family
to the fullest. The Church cannot isolate the child from
his family and hope to educate him religiously. This is

to operate contrery to what we know ebout how learning and

77Bushnell, op. cib., pp. 370-371.
?81bid,, p. 406.
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growth takes place. Wesner Fellaw maintains that Ghe

Church must establish an educabionsl progrsm centered sbout
the family unit. This would call for work with adults in
addition Go spending time and attention on classes for Ghe
individual child., Such religious training is confronted by
the present lack in curriculum materials.79
Fallzw preszents Ghe progran sumgested for femily-center-
ed educaition as a threefold Gask: (1) Curriculum materials
Husts Le provided for use in Ghe family group; (2) These msteri-
als aust be gesuged to vhe various types of families such as the
ciiidless femily, the family wiith pre-school chiidren, etc.;
{(2) Tue fownily curriculum must e correlated with content ma-~-

verizl of Ghe public school sad Lhe graded church school.au

The Interrelabion of Church snd Hone
The Church in past bas worked alone

Incressingly with the years the churchh school has be-
come che Church's only agency of Christian Gesching. Smars
¢laims shab in the main Ghere should be Ghres agencies; the
Chrisbian congrepgavion in 1Gs worship and fellowship, Che

hyrisgoian home, and the church scﬂuol with i6s related organ-
izabions. In some communities ke would add the public school;

81
but this, he believes, 1ié® oculzide Ghe scope of Lane Church.

7%&113‘-‘7' ._O_E. Cit.' py. 93—91.

BJIOldo
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Smart poinbts to the place of the home in Bible Gimes.
In Old and MNew Testement vimes the parents in the home carried
Lthe primary responsibility for the educstion ¢f their children
in Ghe faith., The facher was recognized as having a priestly
function, DNDuring the Reformetion the tesching office of Lhe
home again geincd prominence, Both perents were expected to
pulde the children in the study of the Bitls and the Catechisn,
Bugs during vhese present vimes the agzency of the home has be-
come almost wholly inoperative for nost children, not just
for children of non-Chrissisn homes, but also for children
of Christian homes, Smnart escimates that the percemtage of
parents who educsue Lheir children in the Christisn fszith bhe-
yond the stape of elomentary Bible stories can rarsly be
w.l_ 1 . . . .82
placed hipgher than ten per cent.
his hazz been the patuern of the modern dey Church. IG
secms as if ul = Churc! of today does not expect that Ghe
porent should w0 much in Ghe way of Christisn teaching,
Afber the Firat few years of the child's life the church
school Gook over chat tasi snd btne parent wss free of
ity » o ¢ o The church school curriculum was planned es-
sentielly for & teacher and pupils, not for Gteachers,
pareats, and pupils. The parent was on the outside,
looking in. IU was nob illogical for him to form Gthe
conviciion Giat hs had no very important place in Ghe
Churca's program of cducation. All thess forces together
nave combined Uo bring abount Une ebdication by the Chris-

tian perent of his teaching funceion znd the empiying of
the home of much of iius Christien significance,.>?

Smart, obe CiG., LD. S0-3L.
Ibid., pp. G0=81,
851pid., p. 177.




