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Dehovre states the some principle, when he says that . 

the ~im of Divine Providence v,as to safeguard the generation 

and the educa•tio.n of t he h11ma.n race by establishi ng 'c;he fam­

ily a,nd giving to it its twofold character of unity and in­

dissolubili 'ty. Christian educo'tion needs the cooperation of 

father and mother. without the mo~her, it is oold and un-

.feel i ng; and without t he father, it is weak a.nd vacillating. 

The best sort of education will be defective if it 1s car­

ried on without t he parents or against t heir ,,ishes.51 

I s the Church or the home the first teacher? Since the 

home is the basic and divinely ordained unit of human society, 

t he home i s the fi r st school for every child. Here the 

sm3ll chi ld receives his fir s t impressions, his fir s t know­

l ed~e concer nin~ God a.n Christ, his first experiences in 

pr a3cr, his fir st inculcation of Christian love and devotion.?2 

The school and t he Church in oar time play e larger role than 

in earlier times, and their importance is not to be mini­

mized; but ~hey are s~pplementary or complementary. However, 

i n point of time, the home is still the first teacher.53 

The teaching in the home is constant. Learning con­

stantly takes place within the family circle. Naturally, 

easily, and effect·ively the thinking and liv:Lng or all are 

51Franz DeHovre, Cstholicism in Education, Translated 
froin, the French by Edward B. Jordan(?Jev1 York : · Benzi ger 
Bros., c.1934), P• �2�3 �9 % � 

52r,'ilt.rch, Jm• m_., P• 387. 

53vieth, .2.2• ill•, p. l?O. 



bei~; shaped by the eve1 ~s of da ily home life. The· experien­

ces of thi s :l.ntimo t e t;rou1,, the f amily, determine lasting 

a t t i tudes and habi ~s of ·t he individual units of •iihe f amily.54 

Koehl er quotes from t he El ectic Dic•tionary: 

G.enG.rally speaking , every one is being educated, his 
powers, intellectual and moral, are being deve'.1-oped 
for g ood or evil, by all he sees, hears, feels, or 
does. In ~his sens e education begins when ·on~ enters 
t he ~orld and continues all Ghe Gime when he is in it. 
I 11 a more specific sense the ter.m. is applied,· to a pre­
medi t a ·tecl eff ort on the part of per en ts ond teachers 
to d.raw out one's intellec t ual and moral endowments, 
encou~aging what is good to o»eself Gnd society and 
discouraging what is hurtful.~5 

The home exerts the ~eatest amount of influence. The 

home has a profound influence on the character of individuals. 

So~c year s ago the Cha ~acter Education Inquiry measured the 

knotlodge of right and rrong possessed by children. They 

measured the resemblance t here \ "tas between these children's 

j udgmen&s and che judgmen t s of those with u hom t hey were in 

dai ly con t a ct. others and .fatbe.rs proved t o be t he greatest 

influence, and the re.sulli& point .to the moral potency of t he 

hom.e. !1.'he coeff'icienc . of correlation for parents was found 

t o be 54.5 oer cent. Almost at t he bottom of the scale were 

Church school teachers with a correlation of .2 per cent. 

These stacis tica concern mere moral knowledge and not actual 

conduct. . 
Therefore, t?S t he ba sic unit in society, the f amily 

wiel ds 111.ajor influence upon the young child. The teaching 

54vietb, ~• ~•; P• 169. 

55Koehler, 2.2• ~~, P • ,. 



of parents is effective because they teach on the basis of 

life . The influence of cbe home will usually overcome any 

other euuc~t ionel i m'Pact. By t he f aithful inscruction ond 

example of Chris tian paren ts they con exert t be most p011er­

f ul i nfl uence upon ~he formative minds of t heir children.56 

I n the home tender regard and sacrificial adult conduct 
are mainta i ned as nowhere else, if the home is emo­
t io.nolly , i.n:t e llectually, and ethically healthy. Iii is 
t hi s sor t of home ·tha t a child ha s t he right Go have. 
And it, in addiliion, he has e gen uinely Christion ho~e, 
he i s off to a most for~unate start •••• Individuals, 
adul ts and children, within a family a r e interact ive. 
The l i f e of t he c 1ild, his personality, his conduct, 
hi s thi nking , his f a ith, are no~ o~ly colored, guided 
and ver3 l ar gely deter mined by t he personality , conduct, 
thi llY..ing , and faith of his parents, or by those closest 
t o h im who may serve as substi t utes for parencs; that is 
not the whole story, •••• While the parent is 
:;1f f ecting !1.e n a ture of t b.e child, iib e c h ild is modifying, 
s ometi me s r adica lly changing , the habi·ts and values of 
•i s par ents.57 

Ther efore, par ents ore the real teachers, or au Fallaw 

ru s put it , "P~\r ents are t he rea l t eachers of r eligion, or 
c;r..~ 

i r r eli "i o.o:. . n,o ~.ost paren ts to s ome dee;ree attempt to be 

t eacher s . Thsy teach their children their o.n a cceptaDce of 

r i ght and wrong. Large nun1bers of them endeavor to guide 

thei r children i n to tibe "€Sood life." Parents seel-; to incul­

ca te a high degree ot muro,l responsibility. They support 

char acter-buildi ng a gencies in ·t he commu.nit:,. J3ut "character 

education" i s one ,;hinB, and Chris tian education is another. 

56nerner, g:e. ill•, PP• 85-86. 

57Fallaw, 22• ill•, P • 16. 

5Bibid., p. ix. 
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I t i s at lihi s point of "purposeful Christian nurture," where 

the heme fails • .59 All t oo few ho.mes a re equip ped for this 

t e a ching u s k , but under f avorable conditions it is vitally 

i ro.por ta:ra.t tha t , " the cllild's mother, who will h av e t he first 

opportuni t y of maki ng educaGional i mpressions, }mow God and 

Hi s Word ar1u manifest His living Spirit . 1160 

At thi s Doint arises a f ·Wldamental problem \'!hich. was 

s lso di s cussed in chapter tbree.61 Hoff is religion best 

t aught i n t he nome? Two point s of view are prevalen~. 

Theae a r e t h e dir ect a nd indt.!."ect a.pp.roa ches.. One view 
. 

eophasizes direct inst rucuion, the impart ing of religious 

owledf;e ; and the o ther . holds t h a t the most lasting and 

effec t i ve kinds of t eaching are the atmosphere in the home 

and he ki nd of .t•ela tj_onships ·~1hich the child experiences 

in t ile home . 62 

Smart sho\VS t he extremes of the l a t t er vie\;r : 

Phillips Broo~•s phra se, "Truth mediated th.rough per­
sonol i t y ," wa s misinterpreted to mean t hat t ruth does 
not need to b e medi a ted in any other way t han through 
personality , that the expression of the truth in 
comprehensible words is quilie umiecessary . The smug 
compla cency of a parent 1,•:ho tolls h i tusel:t ~hat his per­
s onality has so iouch truth in ili that . n olih i ng a ore is 
needed to po.m.plete his Christian minis'tr:, to his chil­
dren is not hard to detect, and when t his is used aa a 

59vi eth, 21!• ill•, PP• 171-172 . 
60 :ur ch , 2.£• ill• ·, P• 277. 
61s upra , pp. 15-16. 
62 · · Edge, oo. ill•, PP• l ij5-186. 
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basis for evading tihe .responsibility o:t coherent Chris­
tian conversation in the home, it becomes a serious 
matter.6~ 

Neither would the family want to depend upon instruction 

alone i n s eeki ng to develop Christian character. Certainly 

both views are essential. 

The re-es t ablishment of Ghe home and marriaBe 

Mora is needed than just the encouragement tor parents 

t o do a little religious teaching in the home. Something far 

more crucial is involved. This is th.e recovery of the divine 

order of t he home. T.he I!lodern generation has consented 

to this abandonment of & be div i:ne order of the home and is 

pr esently suffering the consequences. To .restore this 

divin.e or der is the first step in making the family cell the 

pr imar y um .'i; in the Church as 1ell as in the cow..rnunity. 

1.P..b.e divine order for the .home i s that it s hould be a 
seedbed of faith, that in its intimacy the environment 
should be created in which human beings can bes·t grow 
up_ in the lcno\'.•ledge and l.ove of God. Abandon that div­
ine order and its surest foundation bas been pul.led out 
from under uhe home. Its life has been condemned to 
superficiality . It has lost out of itself' those ele­
ments which alone enable it to meet the deeper needs of 
hwnan life and to touch those levels of existence on 
which true reverence and thankful:i:1ess are a ~vakened.64 

The divine order of the home may involve a conception of 

the home as a Christian "cell," a miniature community in 

which the relationships ore those of love, law, growth, and 

op. cit., P• 175. - - . 
p. 184. 



the mystery of God's grace. These are basic to an unde.r­

standi~g of Christian educa tion in the home. 65 

We i11ust t hink: of the f.f.u!lily in its relationship to God. 

If 'lihe L"el a tlonships of husband , wife, and children a.re part 

of t he divine order, .t hen t he family may be thought of as a 

cell wi •thin t he l or ger organism, \Vhich is the Church. Thus, 

t he small faillily u11i\i has a tremendous role in lihe Church's 

proGr am of Christian educacion.66 

Smart claims t l1ali ~ve must go back a step furthe.r and 

under s t and , first of all, the very nature of Christian mar­

riage , by wbich the . Christ ian home comes int o existence. 

Chris tian marriage is a miracle , for it is the union of t 1,10 

per sons i nto one person. There is an indissoluble oneness, 

but t nis oneness is centered in God. Doth parties of the 

m~r ~i age estate must have fowid the center of life in God, so 

that He is t he deepest bond of union between them. This 

bumbling of the self to the rule of God is the work of Jesus 

Chri st . C.b.ria tian marr iage mus t herefore be rooted in 

the Chri~tian faith. As children come, they enGer int o the 

marr i age circle and share in its life. By their presence, 

they strengthen and enrich the marriage bond. The entire re­

lationship is transformed by the child's coming, because t he 

third person is added not as a unit outside of the family, 

but as a pers on within the u!dty of the family circle. Fur-

65uiller, 2:2• ill•• pp. 69-70. 
66Ibid., p. 6. 
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thermore, the parent will not count the cost of sharing life 

with ~he children on the deepest levels, especially where 

questions of faith are involved. Thus when the parents 

i gnore t he function of the home to bring Christian faith ond 

life to t he young , t he situation brings into ques~ion the 

Chris tian cb.aracter of the home and o:£ the mar.risge. "It is 

not the loss merely of a sin5le function of ~he home, but the 

l oss of the divine 0.1•der of the home. The home is becoming 

s omet hina other t han, in tbe order of his creation, God 

intended it to be. 116? 

Bruce quotes Luther on the subject of the home: 

Luther held a very lofty conception of t he marriage re­
l a tion and held the family in the very hi f,;hest esteem. 
"That ," he says, "is indeed a very beautiful and ha·ppy 
mar r i age rela tion , which has inscribed both on the table 
and t he bed: 'Here is God' s fevor, will, and most gra­
cious pleasure. Here ar e the real and immeasurable 
grea t bles s i ngs and riches•. A truly Christian home and 
f amily lj.fe i s a r eal church , an elect clois t er, y es.:, ,a 
par adi se , f or t he father and mother .here become like 
God , becaus e they are rule.rs, biaho ps, por,e, doc to1:, 
pastor, preacher, schoolmaster, judge, and lord. 1168 

Horace Bushnell's con tribution to the home. 

Horace Bushnell's Christian Nurture was, in the mindo ot 

many, the most s i gnificant book of the nineteenth century in 

the field of Christian educa·tion. In t he judgment of these 

people, modern work in religious educat ion began with the 

6 '7amart, 2.2• ill•, PP• 180-182. 
68Gustav Marius Bruce, Luther as an Educator (Minneap­

olis: Augsburg Publishing Hous e, c.I92SJ, p . 213. 
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publication of this book. 69 Bushnell was in .reac·tion against 

a na.rro ,11;,y evangelis tic Christianity Vlhich 1,7as widespread in 

:rrew England ~nd closely associated .lith many of the Sunday 

Schools . thile his thesis is developed olmost exclusively in 

r eference t o Christian nurture in the f amily or home, he 

has pr ofoundl y influenced the development of a gencies for 

Chri sci on educa tion within the Chur ch.70 

Horace Bushnell denies some of t he fundamental doctrines 

of t he Chri s tian f a ith : original sin, the remissioB of sins 

i n Baptism , the means of ·race, and almost equates Christian 

nurture t o tho Gospel ·of Jesus Christ; yet he is important 

f or t his t hesis because of his high estimate of ~he place 

of che home in Christian education. A short synopsis of 

Christia~ Nurture is in placo. 

Bushnell's ma jor premis e wa s that "the child is to grow 

up a Chri stian, and never know hims elf as being ot herwise." 

Hi s ent ire book is developed around this opinion . The aim 

= to be sought i s noli Ghat t he child is to grow up in sin, to 

be conver ted after he comes to s mature age , but r a t her that 

he l oves what is good f r om his earlies~ years. However, the 

asswnption cannot be made that every child may be so trained 

that he certainly will grow up a ,Christian.71 

69John o. Gross, F..duce tion :ror Life (Ne\Y York: Abingdon­
Cokesbury Press, c.1948), p . 19s-;-- -

70vieth, 23?• ~-, pp. 19-20. 
71 . 

Bushnell, !m• ill•, p. 10 . 



Tr11th is reveuled in the lives of pa.rents even before 

the child is of aGe to understand words. The Chris tian gos­

pel is ':.·,ra pped up in the life of the pa.rent and beams out 

lili:e a living epistle. The "Spirit ot truth" mak~s this 

living truth as effectual as t.be actuel. -preaching of ·the 

gospel . One can never be~in too soon to com.a...W1icate truch. 

I t i s not necess ar y that tha pliant, pl astic netare of 

childhood first be hardened into stone before it becoraes a 

candida ue for Christian character.72 

The i n tention is that the Christi an life and spirit 
of t he par ents , which are in and by the ~pirit of God, 
s h o ll flow into lihe mind of the child , t;o blend , ,i th 
hi s inci pient and ha lf-formed exercises; that they 
s h ·- 11 b0geli chair O\·,n e;ood wi th him--'6heir thoughts, 
opi nions , f aith, and love, which ere to become a 
little more, and yet a litt le more , his o :141,

3
separate 

exerci se , but still the same in character.~ 

The child, in tne beginning , is a mere passive l ump , 

and he opens i nto consciot1s l.if e under tlle soul of the par­

en li . 'Fb.e kina and degree of pe.ssivity a.re graduall y changed 

a s he progresses through the years. They do no~ infringe 

upon t he rights of the child. They only fulfill their God-

0iven du y . "Tl_eir rill and char acter are de.si nod to be 

t he i atrix of t he child's \"Jill and cllaraote.r. B,y a gradual 

process he approeches to the proper rsnlc of an individual 

c.reature. 11 74 

'72 Ibid., P• 22. -
73Ibid., - P• 30. 
74Ibid., p. 28-29. 
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Bushnell pleads for a whole-hearted devotion to the 

task of Christian nur.ture. The f ollo\ving quote shows the 

sincerity of his endeavors,. 

After all, there is no cheap ~ay ot making Christians 
of our children. Nothing but to practically live for 
it makes it sure. To be Christians ourselves-ah! 
there is the difficulty. no1 can an unchristian, or 
o!tly non-christian spirit reignin~ in the house, quicken 
the s pirit of life an holiness in ~he hearts subJected 
to its s,ay? Even if our false modes of nurture are 
:nisiiakes , who c an expect that mistakes will be es good 
e s verities? o, thou, blessed, Son of God, advocate 
and friend o! t he little ones, rid us of our falsi-
ties , nd set us in thy own true spirit, that we may 
f itly dischar s e these most sacred ond tenderest duties175 

The child will- not exactly resemble his parents in char-

octer. Ye~ , ho will t ake t he moral disease of the family. 

Unless soma oGher spirit, from outside of t he family, 

~eache& him ; ~he organic character of the home will shape 

and subordinate his character. The spirit of t he home ia in 

the i ndividua l child by n\U' t ure, because it is the very air 

Mhich he breathes.76 

?.'he most genuine teachj.ng \?ill be that which interprets 
' t.ru1<._h to the child's f eelins - by living example. Wo truth 

i s really taught in words or interpreted by intellectual or 

logical me"hods. Truth· must be lived into meo.nine; before .it 

can be truly knovm. Every ltind of teachins in reli -·ion 

~hich sheds no li6}lt upon it from a sood and beautiful life 

75!12!,q • ' P·• 89 .• 

76~ • . , pp. 101-107. 
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is nearly or quite worth1ess.77 

Home and religion are kindred ,aords; home, because it; is 

~he s eat of religion, Bnd religion, because it is the sacred 

eleme?lt of the hora.e • . 
Thi s training , in short, of a genuine, practically all­
embraciug , a ll-imbuing f amily religion, makes t he fami­
lies so many little churches, only they are as much 
be t er , i n many point s, as they ere more priva te, clos­
er t o the life of infancy, and m2re completely blended 
with the c ommon s ffairs of life.18 

In short, t he r e ligion of the parent s is more powerful 

t hen any other influence in deter minin 1hat is t o be the 

relis i ous di recUion of t he ch ild's life. T4±s would sum up 

Ohr~tian ~ ttrture. We can go part of the way wi t h Bushnell 

in recognizing the continuous unconscious influence of the 

parent s • char acter and convictions in shaping the life of 

t he child . Ye t he comes ~o an err oneous conclusion, that the 

chi ld ' s l ife i s so directly determined by t he life of the 

parent t ha~ t he paren t's life inevitably becomes t he faith 

of the child. 

'l'he f amily-cent ered curriculum 

The Church must not fail to use the Christian family 

to the fullest. The Church cannot isolate the child frqm 

his f amily and hope to educate him religiously. This is 

to op_erate contrery to wha t we know ebout ho\"l learning and 

77Bushnell, £2• ill•, PP• 370-~7~• 

7Sibid., P• 406. 
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growth takes place. Wesner Falla~ maintains that the 

Church mus t eGtablish an educational program centered sbou.t 

uhe family unit. Thia aould call for ~ork with adults in 

addition to spending time and attention on classes for the 

individual child. Such reli~ious trainin3 is confronted by 

t he present l ack in curricul1m materials. ?9 

Folla~ pr esenGs t be pro~;r a - su&gested for family-center­

ed •=iduce iiio.1. a s a tlu.•2efold tas ic : (1) Curriculum molierials 

1:1usti l;e pr1'.>Vi ded f or tse i n t h,c, f amily group ; (2) 'f.Aese materi­

a l .a -:aus t; be euge d to u e vairious t,fpes of f amilies such os the 

c hiltl!e~s H Jtuily , i.b e r .. mil,1 -.viG' J>.l!"e-scbool chi.i.d.ren, elic.; 

{:,) Ti';.c f D.1:a1il.Y curric uJ.u1r1 10.a s t be correl:i ted 'l!i t t. cont enli ·me­

teri&l of ~he public school and t he brsded church sohool.80 

The Cnurch in p~1st has ~\ior1tc:d a lone 

IncL•ea si11gl y ~• itih l:ille y-earb ·t;he church school has be­

co1:ie c; he C.burc i.'1 ' s only agenc;, or Ch.ristian tea c hi n · • Smf;:rt 

cla i1as lih.llt i?1 t he maiu there s hould b e tihree a 3encies; lihe 

Cl'i .. t"i~t i an c:>I grega cio· i.n i ts ·.;~oreliip and fello,1shi p , the 

Ci.'..I'.:..siiia:n home , .!l:ad the church sc ool \'Jiiih i ts .re lE1ted or~an­

i .z· tions . I .n .:Jome co1il!l1unities .~e 1ould add ti'le public school; 

but t his, ha beli eves , lid3· ou~side the scope of the Church.81 

? Q_--11 , .. "Fe ... ~,, 

801bia. -



Smsrt i-oints to t he place of lihe home in Bible Iii.mes. 

In Old und few 1res t omen1; t i mes the par ents in che h i:,e carried 

tihe pr imary respons ibility for the education of . th~ir children 

i n the .faith . 'l'lle f ac;her .,as recogni~ed as having a priestly 

function. Duri.up; the 'EleformE:t ion. the lieaching office ot the 

h ome a t:"ain ~a i ncd prominence . Both parent s .,ere expected to 
. 

t~ i e tb.e ch :.ldre11 in the s tudy of t h e Bib-l a and the Catecbism. 

Buli Ciuri n t\ ~hese p 1.--eaen c t. i mea thf! a;_:enc:y of -vhe home has b e­

co e a lmosli wholl3 inoperati ve for most children, not just 

for c~i l d~~n of n on-Chriscian homes , bu~ also fer children 

of Chr.isti~:n homes . Smart estim tes tha t the percenta6 e of 

psrents ~ho educaue t heir children in t he Christian faith be­

y ond t he stan,e of elc.uu:11,t a ry J:sible suories can rarely be 

ph ced l1i.~her t luln ten ner cenli. 82 

" r .. i s 1--. b een c.be patve.rn of the mode.t'n dey Church. I li 

seem!~ a s i.t' r.l ·: C'"Urt;!" f 1ioday does not expect that the 
. 

pnr an l; .. ; o J..I .• ~ ' •-> rnu o b. in Ii.be usy of Christian tea ching • 

. f ~'llr iihe .t irs t; :le 7 yea.rs of t lJ.{4 c h ild• s life the c hurch 
s c ;_, ool too!;. aver tihat tss!l: nnd lirie 'Darant was freo of 
:U; , • • • • P, e ch i,t.>c h school curriculum was planned es­
sent:ta lly for a teacher and pupils, not for teachers, 
pa.rents , and pupilei . 'fhe pe r enli t,-ss on uh e outside, 
l ooltiti ill. It .. , as 11oli illoa.ical tor him to :torm the 
co:mrictio.t1 th Ii il? hatl no very i mpor'tant plece in lihe 
Churc~ •s pr o ~ram of education. All these forces together 
h ·ive combi :uoc.'l to bz·il!g abouli the bdication 0:7 t ile Chris­
tian ,srent of h is teachin& funcGion end the em~~ying of 
the home of muc b o:l ius Christian signif'icaw::e.a.7 


