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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Tho study summarized in this thesis was undertaken to explore the
principles of producing a guidehook for the Latheran pupll in first-year
confirmation elass. The nead for a guidebook--psychologically. educationally,
theologleally, and assthetically adaguate--was brought homa £o the writer by
exnorience in confirmation clasg tsaching and by conversation with other
pustor-teachors. Tho need was accentuat:: not primarily by the fallure of any
manual currently available, hut by the desire for a manual which would be mora

nseful, interest-catching, and ebailenging. This considsrad nesd, then,
mativated the research ivto principiss which might undergird the construction
{ such & guidsboolk,

The guest served to expand the writer's acquaintance with the entire purpose
and mathodology of confirmation. Insight Inte the psychological traiis of the
twalve-year-old, first-yoar pupll and the theological approach to coniirmation
wap also acguired. Attitudes wore formed and rough-cut spacifications were
dravn up waich would influence the eventaal writing of the proposed manual.

AlL of these henofits should lead to more effective and efficiont teaching in the
coatizmation process.

To accomplish the goal of the study, research was conducted in four major
areas: the psychology of the pupil, the objoctives of confirmation, the

theological approach and scops, and the form and content of a possible manual.
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These facets of the thesis, discussed in individual chapters, gulded ths
writing of the last chapter, which actualizes the findings in an oxcerpt from
the envisaged boolk,

The discoveries were largely dsrived from writings in adoloscent
poychology, a limited sumber of articles dealing with Lutheran confirmation
in periodicals, current treatises on general theological approach, and from
paortinent books on methodology. Confirmation books prosently used wers
scrutinized to capture a "fesl” for writing style, content, and pupil-book
rapport. Thoe method of study was pariially determined by tontative goals and
hypotheses.

&inceo the problom is general, tha thesié arrives at no precise, pin-pointed
conclusion. Rather, obsexvational promises and possibilities are suggestad.

The thesis presents a survey and not a compact formula.




CHAPTER I
THE TRAITS OF THE TWELVE-YEAR-OLD PUPIL

The twelve-year-old pupil in confirmation class, for whom the menual would
be written, iz rapidly emerging from childhood into adulthood. As ha grows
through this "dawn of solflood"™ his bshavior fluctuztes from extremes of
growa-up helpfulness to childish lapses; sagsrly he ic striving to "grow up.
And there are calming changes for the hetter. The adolescent in the first-year
confirmation class is becoming more soclally integratad and peised, is
expariencing a widaning awareoneas of solf and environment, and is awakening
to the totel oweep of the Christian faith.,

The ewirling currents of the adolescent behavior pattern have bean
described thus;

Tha term "adolescence” ia 8 good tsrm aad is one that signifies a gocd

poeriod in life~-a pariod of great strongth, of high Lopss, and of fdeslism;

a period in which the individeal ceazes to look fo others for support and :

guidance, in which, wholly or in part, he takes on responsibility for

himgaelf, his choices, and his conduct and learns to support and fo direct
himgelf; a paricd in which he comas fo 2n understanding of the various
roles he must play in life and tries to gain the undorstanding, the
approciation, the attitudss, and ths skills nsaded in playing those roles
well. !

Sigatficant studies of adclescent aga-levels have been conducted by Arnold

Ciezall and his associatea. Thess surveys, based on extsnsive observation

and caraful Interview, have brought the traits of “twelve" into bold relief.

Lyane Wwarters, Achieving Miurily (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co.,
C.1948), p. 4.
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Four closely related charactoristics stand oul: enthusiassm, initiative,
smpathy, and self-ingight.

Cuatgoing enthusisam may Lo considored the dominant trait. A resevoir
of enorgetic enthusiam is available at 2il times, Abounding exmberance may
b2 equally exprossed for pratzols, paronis, or the Christian fatth. E "twelve'"
is intorastad at all, ho will bo ardently interested.

He relishes the challenge of debsate end discussion., His spontanesus and

latent cuxiositics are immeasurabla, He is spurred not so much by

competition as by a natural urge to exoreise his ingelligence. He enjoys
athlctics and pames maiuly for thoir own gake, Tho onthusiasms which
talo bold of group and individual can bo sustained over long poricds in
sehool. %

This {ree-flowing enthusias:a challenges the instructor to guids it fnto
channels of Christian growth, The ardor for group activity can ba expressed
in group projects—--such as dramatized Eible stories, discussions of Bible
paragraphs, and debatos on ethical decisions. The pupil reliches creative
work--planning and loading worship, participating in "witness cituations, "
derxiving meaning from Christion aré. Variety in activity, coupled with
firmupess and control, is needed to steady the zeal of the pupil, otherwise
this vim may be veatad in rebollion or vaporize into indifference.

Linked closely with enthusinsm i the capacity for talking the initiative.
Gogoll writes,

he not only is ready to co-operate, but he takes over tho initial steps.

2Arnold Gassll, Frances L. 3, and Louis Bates Amos, Youth: Ths
Years from Ten to Sixteon (New Yorl: Harper and Beothers, ¢.1056),
p. 107.
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Tiis enccutive ability doos not epring from forwardnsszs but from
eimople feclinga of confidence and self-reliance,d

The pupil’s ability to organize work on a shori-term project and plan ahsad,
can e gulded by the instructor's cupplying of ideas and encouragoment. The
initiative of tho twelve-year-old girl wio waote to Lincola sugzesting he wear
a beard is typlcal of the seli-stariing, impulsive activity of this age group."-‘
Thoe empathy and group awarcness of the first-year class ofier the most
potential of all the traiés for the confirmation process. The confirmands are
asually eager to belp ono ancther whon given practical direction, evon assuming
responsibilities of a conerote and repetitious nature. They erave & sonso of
belonzing, The peor group plays a pervasive role in shaping attitudes.
The group influences the operations ui his consciencs particularly in the
expanding realm of his school life, EHis tendency is to look upon problems
of conduct somewhat dispassionately, but from tho standpoint of the wroup.
The pupils are sensitive to the feslings of othera, and a mariked dogrea of
considaration for frionds and family is evidenced., Good news of any kind is
enjoyed and "twelve” bubbles with sponianeous pleasare in sharing expericnces.
The confirmation class, then, presents a unique opportunity for the
gtrengthening of this group feeling. The coafirmsnd will bo awakenisng to an
awarenass of his "membership' in the body of Christ, tho church., He will

bocome increcsingly consclous of hig call and sanctification by the Spirit

3thid., p. 108.
*ratg.

5_!_’_‘1_@-. P. 106-




(1}
through the church, He will bo more awals to the rosponsibilities of the
Cheigtian o rociprocate tho love of Christ to the neighbor.

A wholesome class conaciousness sliould be dovolopad early sad sustained
taroughout., Iewis Albsrt Convis, a Reformed ministsr who has developed
a very offoctive progyam of conflrmation, suggasta,

As oarly in its 1ife as possibleo mako each class eonscicus of itaslf. iold

it into a fellowship that will uliimately become more vital than any club,

eociely or group to which the individuals will ever belong. o school or
coliege gradasting class should over caryy such précious memories, such

a gense of belonging to something grest, as doas the group in which a boy

o a girl receives and publicly declares s faith in the truths of the

religion of Jesus Christ.

The instmetion, then, ought to emphasize group co-opsration and interplay.
Tor exemple, group discussion and exploration of the Biblo would be encourazed
rothor than memory "races" aad Individuslisiic contests. The desire to
communicato with others can he met by the stimulation of talking and writing
activitios which will witness for Christ and edify the groupn, Fellowship can be
cultivated in many ways, espacially by having the class aat togather four or
flye times during the year.

The pastor or instructsr, too, should be caught up in €his team proecess of
compathy. The corfirmation group prafers to maike an ally of tho teacher and to
adopt him as a spocial momber of the group. The teacher bacomes a catalyzer,

the pupils cupplying the raw materisis of their enthusiasm and curiosity. I the

incéractor does not put on the authoritative airs of a maan in a wsligicus

Grawis Albort Coavia, Adventur into the Church (New Yorl: Harpor and
Brothers, ¢.1961), p. 16, Adveniuziag into the Chureh (
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information booth, a spirit of camaraderie will likely provail. When the
pastor “puts on ths Lord Jesus Cheist” and eaters into the life of tho puplls
with empathy and concorn, the group can be led further into the joy of their
salvation., "Twelve's" higzest worry is about school work, oxams, and report
eaxis; and if the class is poorly handled by a dominsering, ill-propared teachey,
corrosive anxiety will biuot the edge of the edifying word of God. On the other
Dand, whon the instractor encourages, displays gemuing approciation, and
sympathizes with the pupil's noods and interests, tho class will be lod through
adventarcus torritories of wholegome growth.

The fourth chief charactoristic is soli-ingizat, The child-youth views
himpgell with incereased objectivity and improved porspaciive; ho is more than
dimiy awaroe of his lifo-carcer. He projects into his past and lools iato his
itare. During the confirmation poricd the confirmand should zeo the meaning
of his boptiem ia cloaver light; and thoe hopo of heaven will come into focus.
General guidance for the choice of a eareeor is in placa alrsady =t this ags.
Emotions and moods arc levaling off and are being sustalued longer, espacially
happy oneo. "Twelve" i maturing intc a more seli-competent, self-critical,
and seli-reliant person, 3

' Thore is an increase in concaptual thinking; attompia can bo made at
shstract dofinitions, The adoiesceont io quicikly becoming mowe literate and
precise in expressing himsolf, Lsss arzumentative, he is capable of calm

discussion. Relipious concorns are very real and high. Rsligious problems

CONCORDIA SEMINARY
YQepell, op. cit., p. 198. VL | B R R Y

Louls 5, MO.
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are baing turned over in the mind as never before.

Although the Lutheran confirmand wiil have been infivencad by the Holy
Epirit and will pogsess a growing faith, the religious outlook of the "natural’
twalve-yenr-old is nofeworthy. The (Gosell survey points out that "twelva"

trives for fairness and tolerance, pericds of wondsring pause are experienced,
end conceptions of space and time are still closely united. "Going to heaven
doos seor sort of silly.”" Cod is half maan and half spirit. God "rules, controls,
oxsris power, and judges.” And "belisf in God seams to be more important
than altending dn-:iay School or church. n®

ALl of thoge tralts, nseds, potentials, and characteristics warrant
congideration beth for the tenching of confirmation and for the bineprinting of
a punii's book, Although thoy do not pracisely describs every first-year pupii,
these traits should provide a backdrop for the construction of curriculum, The
characteristics of enthusiasm, ompathy, initiative, and solf~-insight should bs

woighoed cavefuily and should influenco the planning of the confirmation process.

[+

pp, 134L,
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CHAPTEER IO
THE OBJECTIVEE OF CONFIRMATION

Confirmation is primarily a process which lavolves the whole personality
and total faith~life of the pupil. Coznfirmation takes place as the claga Hves
with the word of God; it cannot be localized {n an izolated ceremony or Hnked
tightly to a binding vew,. All previous Chriptian educsation is focalized in
confirmation, but it is not to bo rogardedac a once-and-for-all indoctrination
poriod., Thoe uniguencss of confirmation is aignailed by proparation for Holy
Communion and nof by any attempt to paa'manenﬂy lock up a fund of knowledge.
The entlre process consiels of a concantrated opportunify for edification within
tho Luthoran church.

To chart the divection of confirmation, it is ezzential {0 formulate aims,
Theee objectives, like a gyroscope, steady tho instraction and keep the group
on course. Once set by the teacher and gonorally understood by the papils and
parents, the chjectives provent foundering and give fixed bases for evaluation,
Sach variables as teachor proparation and advance plauning, pupil aciivity, and
parental co-speration are palled togather and balanced., To be effective the
chjectives maust be speeifie, concrets, and realistically aitfainabls. They should
be floxiblo and applicable at the maturation level of tho pupil--spiritasl, physical,
social, and emotional. The traits of the pupil's age-level should be reflected,

Since confirmation intensifies the interaction of all Christian aducational

infleonees of charch and home, the aims will not differ radicaily from the
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cvorall goals of parish education. In general, confirmation instrauction
should eventuaie in a deeponing faith-life for the pupil; he should bo batter
eguipped to function maturely within tho Lutheran congrogation, especially as
the congrogation edifies itself through participation ia the Lord's Supper.

Ths overarching aims of confirmation may bo contralized thus: after
participation in the eonfirination process every confirmand should have a
mataring Iaith-life as a baptized child of God and be equippad for responsibie
fonctioning within the body of Christ, as it " maies hodily growth and upbuilds
itself in love.nt

‘The ongaing outline expands and makes explicit this covering objective.

Upon completion of the confirmation process, it is necesgary that:

1. Bach confirmand pussaés:

a. Maturing love, trust, and fear of the Triune God through
incroasing involvement in Ged's plan of salvation; and

b. An inteneifying sense of personal responsibility to God's
" ojther-or" revelation in the iLord Jesus Christ; and

4 deenoaing realization of Glod's attributes as ovidenced by God's
action in history; aud

-
]

4. Growing communion with the Triune God; that
S. 5o have aleo acquired:
a. A widening knowledzo of God's revelation to meoa; and
b. Axn gwalkening realization of the Bible's purpose; and

¢. A broadening discernment of God's revelation in creation and in
current history; that

3-Epheainns 4
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Fa possose;

£,

b‘

Ce

d.

4 dacpening consclousness of personal sin throuzh an awareness
of the Creator's will for ¥lis redsemed people; and

An awaikening eonviction of personal accountability to Ged for
gia; and

A growing realization of the deatructive power of sin oparative in
the fleshk; and

An Intensilying consciocuanszs of God's judzment upon overy procoss
of work-rightecusnass; that

e poasosa:

"
e

b.

Firming faith in dod the Creator, Redeemer, and Banctifier; and

Growing trast in God as Creator and Pressrver--deop awe and
conddenco in this action of Cod; and

& growing ability tc endure saiferiag as wholesome chasiisement;
and

Firaaing hope for the restoration of all ereation in Christ; and

Deopaaing dovstion to God as Redoomer throuzh a widening
conception of God's redomptive action in history, humbling
roalization of the incarnation fact, involvement in the crucilixion
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, expectancy of the zecond coming
of Christ; and

A responding awarenessz of the Holy Spirit's work in ths church
through the ongoing eall of ihe Cospel, a realization of the
sanctifying work of the Spirit in the church, and hopa for the
rosurroction of the body; that

The confirmand be eguipped fox:

The practice of corporate and private prayer; and

4 deoponing understanding of Baptiam, an awareness of the
conflict batween flesh and spirit, and the use of Baptiam for daily
repentanca and renawal; and

A maturing understanding of the rolationship betwasn confirmation




d.

a.

£.
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end Baptism; and
A profltable use of tho Bible; and

Meaningfu! participation in the public worship of the congrogation;
and

Joyful pariicipation in Holy Commmunion; and

An awakening appraciation of Christian art; that

6, e possess:

£

b.

<
LY

kil in functioning 25 & member of Christ's body; aand

An intensifying delight in the practice of love, kindness, and merey;

anc

The abllity to love within the family circle and the ahility to
approciate and confrol the gl of seux; and

An expanding acquaintancs with the history of the church--universal
and lecal; and

A dezepaning loyalty to the work of the church; and
&n expanding willingness to share money and talents; and
Incronsing desire and ability to witness for Christ; and

Inerxsaning willingesas to participats in communify government
for God's sale; and

Daveloping discipleship--agbounding in the worlk of the resurrectad
Loyd.2

zmmrte of Committees, "Reports of the Seminar on Confirmation and
Confirmation Insteiction Spongored hy the Luthsran intersyncdical Commitice
on Pavish Bducation” {(Hacine: 1954), p. 1f. 3se also, Arthur O, Rapp,
"Objectives of Parish Bducation, " Concordia Thoological Monthly, X {July,
1243), 481198,

s o




CHAPTER IV

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE THEOLOCICAL CONTENT

FOR THE GUIDEROOX
The Basic Theological Foundation

Aftor the traits and nscds of the twalve-year-old have been prefiled, and
ths fornmlation of objectives hag sharpened the fozus of confirmation
instruction, it iz nscessary to plan the theological contour for a firsi~year
course of study. Three problems then emergs: what should Lo the major
emphases of the theologlical content, how should these thrusts be prejectod
to provids the right experiences for the pupll, and what docirine should be the

* starting point?

The theological approach has to be rougied cut with consideration for tho
pupil's spirvitzal condition. The pupil haz already boen baptized intc membership
in Christ's body, the church.” The word of Christ has mads a foith-giving
impact, especiaily through tha spolen word at home, Sunday School experiences,
and public worship. The primary function of the confirmation process, then, is
not conversion but edificaiion. As the pupils live and loarn together in Christ's

body they ave baflt up by the enlerging of the spiritual life of each one of them. 2

Ly Covinthians 12:12,13

% Ephesiaus 4:12, 16, 29

|
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Confirmation atrives to make the maturing faith-life firm and wholo and
active.
The edification of the body of Christ takes place as the word of God is ;

reciprocaliy spoksn with mutual concern. 4

For purposss of confirmation since
the Reformation, the Latheran Church has edified itself with the crystallization

of God's word in Intheor's Small Catochism, *The Six Chiaf Parts” of this

catochism have blocked out the basic content of the "analogy of tho faith,.”
However, The Bmall Catechism is intended cnly as a guide and summary of the
main movements and emphases of the Bible, Thorofore, it is evar necessary
to roturn to the scopo and sweeap of the Old and Now Testaments to determine
the rudimentary theological content of confirmation.

The Bible proclaima it message with unworried variety and apparent lack of
concern for systomatic unity. That this 15 hasic 1o the undersianding of the
Bible has hoeen underscored by Floyd V., Filoon,

the unigue thing about tho biblical message is found not in its system of
ideas, for the Bible is not a closely kunit thought syatemm, but rather in
the engoing working of Cod in bistory.

The Bible does not define God in a formal way. It does not codify its
content into o formal theology. Iic human actors are not unrelated
individaals. Thoy are links in a human chain, actors in o successica of
events in which the "eyos of faith" have seen the conuected and purpossful
worldng of God., This chain of evonts, spokesmen, and workmen of God
reachas far back; it points back to the etaranal purpose and croative
worlinz of God in giving life to man. I also points forward to the
fulfillment of God'a purpose, the completion of his plan, And it traces

a throad of divine action and guidance that Ieads from the origins of this

scolossiens 3:12-17
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world to the full realization of God's pu-.rpo.-;:e.‘i
Filson goes on to point out,

God has made himself known to men, hs has givon hisg help to men, ho
hias provided the redemption they nesd, precisely by his wozking in history.

When we prezent the biblical wmeasags, therefore, we do nof cutline a
system of ideas., We zather (21l 4 afory, a stovy of (God's apacial dealinga
with men {0 judge and save them, Inhervent in this story is the assertion
that God is working out his purrose ia history; what he has done hag lad

to where wo are now, and this poeints on o what he will do {o complsts his

purpose, ?

This sweaping story of Cod's rademptive activity in history camters in
Josus Chwrizt., The heart of God's whole saving revelation is Jeaua Christ. The
Old Tostamernt points to Him as the coming One; the New Testament testifios of
Him as come, Cod the Father can ha known only through the Scm, in whom He
hag revealad Himself, 6 The Holy Spirit spealks not of Himself but iakes the

T
things of Christ and declares them unto us, Therefore the word which edifies
and nurtares the church iz the word chout the "Word made flesh.” The
concentration of the oniire Bibliczl record in Christ has been streased by Emil
Hrooner, o writes,
Then H2 cannot be man, & man like ¢he rest of us, including the man of

genius and the prophet, hut He must be the Son of God, Hs in whom €h9
word of revelation, the secret word in which Cod spaaks His own Nawse,

4rloyd V. Filson, Jesus Christ ihe Risen Lord (New Yorln: Abingdon

Press, ¢,1956), p. 13.

Spaid., p. 14.

8Jokn 14:9

7 John 16:13, 14

R NN T i 8y
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& Imman boing, has actually bacome flesh; Fo is the Cheist. Then Ho
spoals and acts as God Himself, with divine personal authority, 1o
lenger in virtue of a divine commission, but in virtue of His divine Boing,
as the Jon, to whom the Father “has given to havo life in Himself." This
iz the periected Word, the ona which has actnally coms uznto us, the Word,
in whickh the divine truth and rightoousnoss, which was separated from us
by the great gulf mads by the Fall, comes to us Himself and imparts
Himgelf to us ag truth, rightoousness, iife: the Word in which God gives
Himpelf personally to us, because in the Word He iz persoanally p%esant-.
as tho bridge over the gulf hetwoon us and Him, as tho Modistor.

The key organizing {act and interpretive svent which gives meaning and
rolevance to the life of Christ 1s His rosurrection. This decisive cvent
provided the dynamic ivapetus and starting point for the early Christian
proclamation of Christ. The Lordship of Christ ovidencedinthe resurrsction
ic the intezrating thome of the New Tostament proaching and teaching., The
word vwhich edifios the churek is the word of the rison Lord Christ. Filson
stresses this in saying,

That contral interpreting fact io the resurrection of Jesns. This is the

climactic mossago to which each of the Gospels moves, This was what

tho apostles Imew they were to preach--they were to witness fo the

Resurrection (Acts 1:22). This was €he fact which the unbeliever found

incredible, but the Christians mew was true. In the light of this fact the

Crucifizion found its Christian interpratation; the minisivy, its climas;

the plan of God, its intorpreting clue; and the futuro, iis way to powar

and victory.

Tho redomptive action of God in history--contered in the risen Loxd
Christ--gives divestion to the question of where the confirmation exporience

should begin and what patiern it should follow. But whore, the problem

sEmﬂ Brapner, The Mediator (Fhiladalphia: Westminatsr Press, c.13:7),
P. 228,

b
F&lﬂﬂng _0_21 ﬂl. p- 28.
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romains, is the contast-lins botwaen the pupll's nead and God's revealed-in-
action answer? Chviocusly the theologieal contant cannat, Hke iMohammed's
coffin, hang suspended bstwean heaven and earth., Several starting points
presont (hemselves when au aeffort is rande to provids a proper Blblical
framework of docirine,

Wa might start with ar analyzsis of mann's nesd, and on the basis of our

rasulis go to the Bibls ¢o so9 wihnt it has to gay, This would ksep the

discussion relevant, but it would lack a trustworthy standard by which

to intorpret the apiritual and morel situstion of cur ¢ime. Tho Bible finds

that atandard not fa what man now s, but in God--in God's purpose for

man and God's work for man, Therefore, man as we kaow him csonot ba

the basis on which Christiang understand life or the Bible. 10
The doctrins of baptism, probahbly, should not b2 2 major omphasis at the
start, alihough it could sexve to introduce and bhuild a2 background for the main
framowork of lifo-related contont, If the pattorn of ths New Testament
preaching and teaching of the word of Christ is followerd, the chief inaugural
push ought to be God's action in Christ and not the pupii's evident condition
or nesad,

The foromost hook of systematic Christian teaching in tha ﬁ'ew Testament,
directed to poople in the church, iz Paul's Lattar to tho Bomans. To psople
already in the faith, Ilike the mombera of Christ's body in the confirmation
clags, Faul writes a deliberate and ordarly treatizse. The main movemenis
of the letter when sketchad out can bs a cue and silhoustie porxtivent to the

confirmeation curriculums. The fntroduction to Romans pofnts to the long-

Cmid., p. 25.
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promised gospel, centered in the Son of God, who hag heen marked as Son
fay His vesurreciion from the dead, Paul next projecia the responsibility
of man o the Creator and the fearful consemeonces of rebellion against this
Creator. An historical survey is mads, involving the Roman reader, of
man's irresponsibilify toward God, God'a judging aciion and patient plan
of redemption is traced through the history of the "Chosen Paople.” Then
the promise-~fulfiliing, faith-croating, grace-giving, and justifying work of
Cod-jn-Christ is set foxth. The thome progrosses to the now lifs in Christ, the
prosenco of Chriet withia, and tho power and prompéing of Hia Spirit. Afier
a parventhetical passage direcily concorning the Jewa, the response of the
Christian to God's merey is discussed--iaith aciive in love makes for real

Jristian bohavior manifested in practical concera for the neighbor, especially
within the body of Chriet,

Recogaizing these undergirding principles and affirmations--God's redamptive
action in history, the cenirality of Christ in God's action, and the law-grace-
iove scefiolding of Romans~~the following blusprint is proposed for the
theological content of a first-year confirmation cours2 for a papil's guidabook,
Activity guidance also to be inciuded in the guidsbook, such as Bible exploration
and art appreciation, would support the basic plot of tha units in a variety of

ways. Howeveyr, these uxpariencen are not specifically delinsated in the draff

following. The guidebook would be geared for use primarily by non-parochial

school children. The general emphases of each "part" of each "venture"”
are roughed in by phrases following the titles; the "ventures” are described
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as to conient and are not spacifically titled, Reference is mads to the

objectives propesad previcusly by corresponding mumbser and lstier.
Ontline of Theological Contont for the Proposed Guaidebook

Introduction: "Who im All the World Are You?" - Would lead the pupll to a
roaiigation of his sonship with God through the Son of Cod and of his membership
in tho chureh through baptism,
Ventare A: Dasie foundation doctrines of the Christian faith concerning Ged.
Cizjectives: -1, 2, bd.
Paxt 1: "God's Clame of Hids-and-feek" - The nocessity of God's revelation;
pariial and Hmitod revelation in ereation; revalation focusaed in Christ;
Liklical record of God's redomptive dealing with men--climaxad ia Christ,
Fart Z; "Lmt God Be God" - Vague and curreat conceptions of God contrasted
fo the powariul, holy, all-lmewing, and loving Crealor; relovance of theae
attributes to the pupilts faith-lifs.
Part 8 "Tho Thres-Porsoa'd God” ~ The doctrine of the Trinily relevaant
to the created, redeemed and sancéified life of the papll; God the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit; the Trinity in Unity.
FPart 4; "The Cradie of Christ" - The parpose, coatent, and mesaage of tha
Rible; its Chriatocantricity; the importance and proper use cf the Bible by the
, Chrigtian; history of the writing of the Bible.
Venturo 3: The creation of the world by God; the rebollion and fall of the kuman

race; the Old Testament background of the story of God's work in Jesus Christ;
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God's work in Israel as one continuous redemptive oporation. Objoctives: 1,

4b, 44,
Paxt 1; "Singing Stara" - The iatricate harmony of God's croation; the creation of
of the ccames surrounding the pupil; the concern of Cod for the restoration of
all exaation afier the iall,
Part 2; "Rebels in Revolt™ - The initial robslilion of man, the fall; sin end its
ongoing conseguences; preésent implications of the fall; God's active concera for
the reiuwin of man,
Part 3: "The Promise That Took Centuries to Keep" - Cod's judging and
covenant-making activity from Adam to Christ; the covenant with Abraham
and isracl; the exodus from Egypé; the activity of ke judgss, kings, and
prophets; the ceptlvity; the thread of Measianic promise; the consistant, firm,
and patient working out of God's plan of aalvation.

Vonduro C: Tho will of the Creator and Redeemer for His peosple; the discbedience

and guilt of the pupil. Objectives: S.
Paxt 1; "The Sickness of Sin" - Introduction to tho problem of kuman sin and
disobadience; the malignant and fuherent nature of sin; the corporatensss of sin
and {ts consoguences; Satzn the adversary and destvoyer; death; eternal
peparation from God in hell; the pupil's deep need for Godl.
Part 2; "Shrinking God" - The idolatry of sin diagnosed by the first three
commeandments; the alienstion between the Creator and creature caused by

ain; pride and poraonal solf-assertion in opposition to Gad,

Payt 8: "Turning the World Around Joe' - The disruption of God's plan for
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comimunal life cause by nelfishness; the injury to others caused by sin,
diagnocaed by the "Second Tabio of the Dacalogue;" lack of concorn for the
noeds of others; failure to realize the sericusness of selficshness.
Yeniure D: The crestion and preservetion of man summarizod in the Firat
Articlo of the Apostles’ Croad; a backtracking and shift of emphasis to retain
tho unity of the Creed 25 a torae formulation of God's angwer to man's need.
Objectives: 4b, 4¢, 6¢, 6f, Gh,
Fart L "Man Alive" ~ The croation of the pupil's body with emphasis on the
marvalous iotricacy of God's dosign; men as the crown of creation; the
complexity, Mmitations, and fraflty of the body; the purposeful use of the
4 body for the glorification of ©od and human kappiness; baclground for the
insarnation of Christ; the sounl, spirit, and image of God.
Paxt 2: "Appeaving by God's Kind Permission" - The preservation of human
life through the gifis of food and physical karmony of envirenment; God's
presorvation throush government and hnman mediation; God's constant and
faithful caro of 2ll His creation,
Venturs E: God's work cf rademption through Jesus Christ (Second Axticle of the
Croad); facets of the Neow Testament “kyrygma." Cbjectivas: 4e, ba, €g, 6i.
Pazt 1: "A Baby in 3 Barn" - Tho incarnation of the Son of Ged; the birth and
infant lifo of Jesus; the purpose of the incarpation; the awesome miracle and
dopth of the incamation,

Payt 2: ""The Ring Who Bscame a Peagant” - The Perzon of Jesus Christ;

evidonces of His raal humanity and deity; the messags of His words.
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Part 3: "Were You There?" ~ Tha cruclfixion of Jesus; sacrifico, death-

for-lifs, and victory pictures of the atonement; the personal implications of,

and respousibility for, the erucifivion,

Part 4; "Hoadline News!™ - The decisive relevance of the resurrection for the

intorpretation of Jesus’ 1ife; the desth-conguering impact of the resurrsction;

tho role of the resurrection in tha life of the early church; tho connection of

the resurrection with the punil's prosent life.

Part 5: "A Glad Separation" - The ascension of the resurrected Lord; His

continual presence with the early church and the chnrch today.

Part 6; " ¥ shall Retuyn™ - Christ's seasion "at the right hand of Godn; the

oparation of the Spirit of Jegus; the Lordship of Chriat in tho church; the

second coming of Christ to complete His work of redempéion and judzmment,
Venture F: The work of the Holy Spirit in and through the church {(The Third
Artele of the Creed). Objectivea: 4f, 5, 6a, 6d, Ga, 2.

Part 1: "Spirit-Blown" - Ths Person and worik of the Holy Spirit; the coming

of tho Spirit into the pupil's life,

Part 2; "Saints Alive" - The holy Christian church, the communion of

saintz; the catholicity, holiness, uvity, apostolicity of the chmreh; the work

of the church as the body of Christ; the pupil's membership and function ia

the church.

Past 3; "Coming Clean™ - The work of the Spirit in baptism; historical

backzrounds of bapiiem, its offoct and meaning for tho present.

Part 4: "Appoiniment with Christ” - The work of the Spirit through the Lord's
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Supper; the presence of Christ in the Bacrament; guidance for meaningiul
participation in the Sacrament, -
Fart §: "New Bodies for Old" - Tho ch:ri-sﬂan hops; the resurroction of the
ody; the fulness of joy in heaven; the roalization of thie hope for the
present.
Ventuze G: The Christian life of love within the church, outlined by the
Decalogue, empowered by the Spirit. Objectives: 6, &6a, 5e.
Part 1: "The Passing Parade" - The ongoing call of God fo the pupil; the
pupil's response to the eall of God-in-Christ; faith, love, and fear of the
Teiune God; God's initieting lovs, awesome majesty, ard trustworthiness
ravealed in Christ; preparation of the pupil for a personal interview with
tho pastor.
Part 2: "Communicating with God" - The purposze, motivation, and content
of prayer; prayer in the namwae of Jesus; guidanceo in the practice of prayer.
Part 3: "Now Hear This! " - Adoration, confssaion, thankszgiving, and
psupplication to God in corporate worship; the content of the Latheran liturgy;
attitudss and skille in worship.
Parxt 4:; (Title undeclidad) - God's intention for family lifs; love in the family;
mutual concera for the rourishmont of faith; respoct and chadieace by the
pupil,
Part §: "Living Sacrifices” - The promptings of flesh and Spirit in the area
of stewardship--life, body, and money; the Christian use of physical enexgy

and talents, sex drives, and material gifts.

,_
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Part 8; {Title undecided) - The creative use of the tongue; witmessing for
Chriet; the motivation, purpose, and content of Christian witnessing;
guidance in the skills of witnessing.
Part 7: "Living Right Side Up" - Seeking "those things abover; avoidance
of covetousness and materialis; gsesking God through prayer; use of the

word and sacraments; concluding summarization.




CHAFIER V
OPECIFICATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED CONFIRMATION MANUAL

After the theclogical-psychological neads of ths pupil and the objectives have
been surveyed, it is imparative that specifications for the proposed text ho
drafied. Doach losson or "part" of the pupil's guidehool would include three
basic components: a reading soction, a guids for inductive Bible study, and a
symbol study. These as.:aaa would not be rigidly inclusive; they would serve as
laanching platforms for individual and group activity. & teacher's guide would
guggost supplementary curriculum material such as hyxan studies and visual
gids, Tho specifications, then, should dsal with four elementary factors: a
saitable form of lescon arrangement, a stimulating wrlting style, a chaileaging
method for sludying the Eible, and a constructive procedare for marturing an

appraociation of visual Christian art,
A Sniteblo Form of Lesson Arrangement

The hook’s core content should b2 organizsd in floxible units, the units
approximating the "Six Chief Paris” of Luihor's Small Catechiam. The units or
“yentures" would ba soctored in.f;o leszons or "parts” for use in indlvidaal
sessiong.

The advaniazes of the pliahle unit procedure periain to confirmation. The
major objectives can be emphasized, The sctivity factors of home, church,

school, and recreation can ko chamnoled ix: t:9 divection of the unit, Larger and
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mora purposoful arsas of activity can be opened up, and adaptations can be
meuda for varied levels of maturation and ability. Time ig allowed for
evaluation and dolayed reaction. Threugh discussioa and group action stiraulated
by tho unit precedure the confirmation ciase will better vealize its onenags in
the cloirch.

Additional strong points of the unit method have baza concizely listed as
follows,

L. The unit provides for varisty in classroocm procedura and thus helps to
avoid monotony,”

2. The unit method pets high standards of achieverment.

3. The special neods and interests of childron can bs consldored more readily
in tho unit method than in most othor meilods of teaching,

Z. The unit method rore easily provides opportunitics for pupil initiative
and ereativity.

5. Uuit study provides a rich oavironment for learni ng with books, visual
a2ids, ficld trips, and a variety of learning activities. 2

The skeletal structure of the gaidobook, as suggested by the unit method,
should be flexible and non-rostrictive, The lessons should serve as signposts
and imply divection for further study and activity. Simuitansously the doctrinsl

"weay' chould be plainly mapped out.

A Stinmlating Writing Style

ip, 3. Bosticher, "Advantages of the Unit Prodedure, " Lutheran Educatica,

2yilliom A. Kramer, Teschor's Meminl for’ = in Grace" (S¢. Louis:
Concordia Publighing House, 1955), pp. 8-8.

..
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Tho socond avea of specification inciudes the style and technigue for the
vorbalization of tho reading section. Few recent and relevant studiss of text
style have beon conducted; however, general guidelines have been sugzested
by researchara at the University of Nlinois. Their findings are given in bricf
in the following paragraphs. These writing specifications ars liustrated by

oxiracts from selected confirmation reading taxts in currozt use,

The test writer should first establish a challenzing verial environment and
awcuse curiosity through the use of generalizations. CGonsralizations are
nocessary to stimulate pupil interest and o davelop readiness. The previously
mentionod survey poiats out,

Clenoralizations are formed naturally by cumulating concrete experiences

Tieh have scome eommon element; that is kow, for instance, ono learns
that icy pavement is slippory. The educational process is dssigaed to
accolerate this goneralization by providing more experionces of a cortain
type than nature might offor, by presenting the experience in symbolic

forin, and by helping the person draw kis conclusion more rapidly. 3

Theoo gonoralizations must be relsvant and worthwidle for the presemnt life
of the pupil.

Rathor than urge loarning "because it will later be valuable" the educator

should find a way to make study. . .seem worthwhile even if the pupil

cannot forosce how ke will use the Imowledzge. . . .In the communication

of generalizations the happlest of learning cutcomes is to find past
oaxperiences taking on now and more cokerent meaning.é

Alvin N. Rogeoess applios thia principle of rolevant gonoralization in the

following paragraph on tho call of the Holy Splrit,

®Lee J. Cronbach, Text Matorials in Modern Education (Urbana, Hlinois:
Univerzity of Oiinois Press, 1955), p. 79.

£
“Toid,, p. 47.
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God sets an alarm clock for man in His Word and Sacraments. VWhen
men comes within reach of the YWord and Becraments, the beil rings for
him. A baby of threo weaks is awakened in the Sacrament of Baptizm.
A man of thirty years who is asleep is awakened by the Word. K a man
is never reached by either VWord or Sacraments, he continues to slesp
uniess God has somse way of awakening him which He has told us nothing
about. But, as far as we kmow, the Word end Sacramentis axre ths
aormal bells which God has ordained for awakening mon. . + .2

Prescription and directicn are also usefnl in the writing of readiag texts.
But to proveat distortion and abuse of this tochniqgue its purpose must be
understood:

Proscriptions and directions are imperative statsments, diroct or implied.
They aro in ono sense tho most usaiul of the verbal rescurces we can
communicate, for thoy iecd immediately to action. For each Bypeposs, thay
provide a direct suggestion as to how £o act upoa eavironmont.

Rogoess aptly prescribes and directs In discussing prrent-child relations:

Y e must oboy God rather thon men. Sometimes parents set their children
poor or bad examples sometimes pastors are false zhepherda ond lead
their flocks into error aud not into truth; there are toachora who teach lies;
thore are raulers wi use their power for injustics; there are employers who
have no honest regard either ior life or property. In evary situation the
Christian iz governed by God. Sometimes he cbeys man bocause ho lovas
God; sometimes he disobsys man because he loves God. In all things he
conforms himself first and always to the will of God.7
The most valuable type of communicative writing is narration. The teaching

power of narrative goes boyoud the transmission of mere cogaitive interpretation;
narrative is especially apt for developing attitudes and for involving the pupil's

empathy. Narrative clarifies relationships and expands conceptual thinking.

Salvin 3. Rogness, On the Way (Minneapolis: Augshary Publishing House,
c- 1%“3). p‘ 3“- ;

Bc:.'onhach. op. cit., p.33.

730@983. 92- c_l__to. pn 32!
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Narration--terse and clear--can bo {llustrated by a portion from an
Episcopalian wordbook for confirmation:
Ouo day a mothor bugged har little girl and satd, " That is because you were
80 hrave at the dentist's this morning. ” A fow hours later she hugged the
child and said, *"This is becauss you helpad me with tho dishea." In the
evening she gave the child siill anothor hug. "What is that for?" asked the
litie girl. " Nothing, " answored the mother. "It's just because I love you,.”
« « o Thet was the most important hug of ail. It wasn't for anything, It
was uucarned. It was fres. And this iz tho kind of love God has for every
on2 of us. His loving-kindusss to us is given fresly, nof given ia payment
for anything that we have doze for i, This is what we mean by God's
grace.
Al writing for the confirmuation puoil should result in tha formation of
cloar theclogical concepis. ‘Theose acquired concepts aid the pupll in interpreting
his envirenmont and expeorience in relationship with God's revelation. IMaturing
and developing coacepts oegulp the punil for more active functioning in Chriat's
body. Thwough concepts the learnor is led to see the compleie scone around him
ao a unifiod pictuare of objects and people and relationohins. Since it is impessible
to streteh attontion to cover all spacific eloments of the scene, concepts help to
give significance and order to previously unrelated bits of envircnmental i
eza:aariema.g
The concept of "Cloapsl' comes home o the reader in these poiunted

paragraphs:

¥ ¥ have broken a window and am worried about what my parents will thini,
particularly if I have done a number of things receutly which have displeased

&)

“ilore Than Words (Greenwich: Seabury Press, c.1058), p. 75.

8
Cronbach, op. cit., p. 77.
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them, it is good news to discover why they love me even though they are
displeased with what I have done. The four hooks of the Now Testament
which ara ealled the Gospal (@ic) are not biographies of Jesus. Thsy are
not moant to be read as wo might read the lives of Abrahem Lincoln,
Rolwrt B, Ise, or George Washington., They are maant to toll us the good
oswa that God loves us and will continue to love us even though we fail
Him and burt each othor. . . .Good nows makes g differsace to the

parson wio gots it. When we don't think we have done too well on 2 teot and
then get a good roport card, that ie good nows. Tho heart of the Gospal
may e summad up by Romans 5:3, "Eut God shows his love for us in that
while we were yot slansrs Christ dlod for us.” (REV) The story of God's
Iove io the 1ife, death, and resarrection of Jesus Chriat, Whst mg this
stozy good news is that God loves us even when we are unlovable, =

Other winor stylistic concerna can also bo sugzested which would influence
ino writing. Long introductions, pondorous paragraphs, and saperilaous
adjectives should be avoided. Precise wording should eliminafe fuzzy sontances;
ond straight, honest thinking should dicperse obscurity and tritenoss. Variety in
sentence lengih and concretion of exprossion would make for incressed reader
intorest. A winsome congzcisusness of the reader's presence would help to
isveolve the learzer's mind, 11 Essential word concopis for the papil's
undevstanding of “church inzaily tall” are thorcughly survayed by the Episcopalian
wordbook cited before. And a list of tochnical voeabulary pertinent for

i2
Luntheran confirmation iag also availabls.

10, fore Than Words, p. 73.

i1
H, W. Goclol, "A Few Guidoposts Toward Effective Writing, " Lathe

<

1 ilitam A. Eramer, editor, General Coarse of Study for Latheran
Elementary Schools, published under the auapices of the Board for Parish
Bducation, Luthoran Church--Liicsouri Synod (8. Loais: Concordia Publiching
Houme, c,1248), pp. 110-111,
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A Challenging lMethod for Btudying the Bible

Siuco a primary objective of confirmation is that the pupil have a growing
Cesire and abilily to use tho Bible with skill and profit, and since the Bible is
God's declsive revalation to ths clmrch, it is vital that Bibie study bo integrated
into Lutheran coufirmsation instruction. Guidance for delving into the Bible
could well b2 offered by a pupll’s mamzal. The proposed guidebook, therefors,
will include key questions to chammol inductive exploration of ths Bihie and to
direct group discussion of individaal findings.

Generally spaaking, the teaching of the Scriptures should bs indactive,
rezembling the experimental procedares of science. Although proficient
padagogy discrastly involves Loth indaction and deduction, inductive Bible
explorstion invigorates, challenges, and enlivens pupil activity.

Induction requires that the iastractor begin not with 2 formnia cr
generalization. He begins by leading the group fo scek out particulars of an
extensive Bible unit, and from these particulars to constmct conclusions. This
procedure reguires the guldance of assignments and class discussicas so that
the learnsr methodically takes the following steps in fathoming a Bible uait:

1. Observation--to sea what the Bible says.

Z. Interprotation--to gain inaight into the moaning of the facts.

3. Evaluation--to weigh the velevance of the facts and insighis.

4. Application--tc apply the message to personal lifs.

5. Corxelation--to relate the mosaage to othor Scripiere truths.
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The instructor's main contribution to the student engaged in this inductive
serutiny is the carefully planned and purpossful advance assignment of
exersisss. By means of sppointed exercises the instractor counsels the
learning group and sota the pupil on a search to discover the truth for himself. 13

The questiors in a guidsboolz exsreiss should correspond quite closely to
the reporter's questions: who? what? when? where? why? how? and with
what regults? The nature of the guestions is indicated by the following:

-

1. Whet is the dominant subject of this unit--a person, place, event, or
idoat '

2, VWhet is the main lesson-thrust of this unit?

3. "What does this unlt tsach concorning Christ?

4. Is thore in this unit a truth to boliove, an action fo take, a confessicn
to make, & petition ¢o voico, z2rn example to follow, an error fg aveid,
a promise to claim, a preyer o echo, or a hope to ehorlah?™ ™

Tho salient values of inductive Bible study for confirmation are

conseguontial encugh to bo acesnted. Imduction is suited to the teaching of the

oisjective sweap of the Bible.

¥ demands that one first examine the particulars of the Scriptures and that
on2's conclusions be based ox thoge particulara. Such an approach 13 scund
bacause, being objective, it corrosponds to the objective nature of the
Seriptures. It produces beavers rather than cpeakers, and the nature of
the Scriptures roquires hesrers. 16

lsmem Weald, The Joy of Discovery {iiiuneapolis: Bible Danner Press,
c. 1966), p. 6.

4
1°Ib:ld.. p. 14,

1bnobort A, Traina, hsthodieal Bible Siudy (New York: Ganis and Rarsia,
c.1953), p. 7.
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Also, induction ensrgizes flrsthand obasrvation and contact with $he entirs
Eiblieal proclameation, enabling the puplil to grasp the material psrmanently.

Such an emphasis on the primacy of flrsthand cheervation enables the

interpraier o bocome acquaintad with the spirit of Scriptural authors,

makes possible originzl thinking, and provides kim with a basia&oz- judzing
the validity of various and often conflicting secondary scurces.

Indaction conforms to the laws of Investization and zeason, and embodies |
te yules of Lutheran Biblical interpretation. Induction not cnly zensitizes the
pupil to God's revelation, bat it also develops in him mataring skills for private
study and dovotional use of the Bible, In the process, tho requirements for
lsarning are met, namely: the Iaw of readiness--by inciting interest and
incontive to learn; the law of use and disuse~-by requiring effort and exerclse;
aud the law of effect-~by imparting to tho student a sonse of achievoment and the
jovous thrill of personal discovery. Inductive Bible study affords a framework
for mutunl discussion and witeoss, and prepares the conlirmand for ongoing,
interestod, creativo participation in later Bible class work. A

The vholosome and bracing bonefits of this method of Bible study validate
tho inclusion of a Bible study exorcise in the pupil's guidebook. This major
componcut should lead the pupils indviczally into expensive units of Seriptars,
preforahly with close home co-operation. The advisabilify of working with a
modern vorsion or translation of the Bible has been atressad by surveys made

of readsr comprehension; Bible reading is more meaningful and enjoyable when

Bod. , p. 8.

Y alvert . Msrkens, Class nctes in the poaseasion of the writer, 1986.
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such a version is usod. - Through the indactive stady of major portions of

Clod's word concopte will be roinforcad and the class edified,
A Constructive Procednrs for Nurturing an Appreciation of Visual Art

Well-roundad confirmntion instruction ougit to have s framework for the
devalopment of art appracistion. Art has traditionally been couplod with the
church's message; and the church today has been equippad with a rich horitage
of interproiive art. This art, abundantly possessed~-architecture, symbolism,
sculpture, azd paintings--canaot rodeom the goul, bat it can attuno the hoart for
the highest. By itself art is poweriess to create faith or edify, but it can
support the Gospoel as it creates and confirma faith. Visual art does reinforce
the comnmmnication of tho word by recalling provicus contact with the Gespel. It
heightens and expands the impact of the word by involving the pupll emotionally. 19

Tho principles which should undsrzird the total teaching of art appreciation
have been outlined by Heinkold Marzhanaer as followe:

i. Ering the pupils iofo contact with beautiful things which are on their
ievel of appreciation; toach the pupils to see.

S. It puplls experinent with various media and forms of art expression.
22 not merely give incentive for copying but encourage the pupils to
expross their faith in at,

i3+which Version for Youth?" Tho Lutheran Teacher, JCDM (June, 1956),
194-135. See aloo, Arthur F. Kati, How Do They Uadsrstand the Bible? (New
York: Division of Chrigtian Sducation, Nstional Council of the Churches of
Christ in the U.S, A.), PP. 3-12,

mneinhold Ploper Marxhauson, “Art Appreciation for Elemontary Schools, "
Liztheran Edication, LEXRVIN {Javuary, 1853), 230.
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3. Relate creative urges and efforts of children to a background which
will orient them to the whole scope of creative oxpression. Help thom
feal at homo with Christion art of the past and explain the art of today.
Discuss the artist's roasons for particular color and form,

(8

. (Hvo the children (resdom to live with art. Make provisica for apace
to digplay art which the popile creats or secure. Take care nof to
confuge child art with polishad adualt axt and so stiffle creativity. 20

The teaching of sacrad art approciation occurs when tho pupil 1o helped to live

with art and encouraged to exproas kis creéativity and taleat., Discriminating

tacte is therehy murtured and the witness-impact of art is recogaized, To
pardlaily meet these cbiectivon, the suvisaged ranmual should by aciual

reprodection promote a basie acguaintames with syrabolicn:, and the teacher's

gaidsbook shiould bo fitted with ample sugpestion for further class contact with

20 .
ibid., pp. 280F.




CHAPTER Vi

SELECTIONS FROM THE PROPOSED MANUAL ILLUSTRATING

THE PREVICU: PRINCIPLES AND SPECIFICATIONS

All of the proceding discoveries should converge to guide the production of
the envisioned guidebook for first-year confirmation. The traits of the twelve-
yoar-cld, the objectives and theological scope of confirmation, and the actaal
specifications serve to plan the stratogy of the maumual,

Adventuring in the Church, as blueprinted by integrating these factors,
would contain thirty-one lesaoans {('parts’) grouged in slx flexible units
("ventures"). LBach unifiod iesson--planned for approximately one week's work--
would encompass a reading text section treating major theoiogical concopts, a2
series of questions {o guide Dibls study, and a symbol study. Several lessons
would diffor somewhat to provide variety. An underlying unit-theme would
provide continuity for the lessons. Thoe guidebook would ba intended only as 2
partial eloment in the entire unit curriculum.

Thwe teachsy's preparstion and class leadarship would ba aided by a
sopavrate handbook, containing a reference chart for each lgsuon and
misceliansocus helps {see "Appeandix A"),

To illustrate and objectiiy the previous findings, one complete lessoa is
oxcorpted and prosented on the pagas following., This sampling, on the subject
of Christ's session and veturn, is lifted from a six-lesscn "venture” on the

Second Article of the Creed. The decisive events in the life of Jesus Christ,




36
corresponding quite clozsely to the apostolic preaching, are portrayed in
this unit. Prior to meeting the illustrated lesson, the pupil will Lhave
confrontsed sections on the incarantion, ministiy, crucifixion, resurrection,
and aseensicn of Jesus Christ. The teacher's "guide-chart" introduces and

roughs out the objectives for the pariicilar lesson.

The Teacher's Cuide-Chart

PART G ~ VENTURE B

Focused Chjective:

1. 7That the pupil possessz deepsning devotion to God as Redeomor throush
expactancy of the second coming of Christ; and

Z, Thut he be equipped for the practice of prayer “in the mame of Jesus. "

Catechism Correlation:

‘The Second Article of the Creed and it explanation, ospecially the last
cection.

Related Bible Episodes:

Readiness for the Son of ifan ~ Matthew 24 and 25.
q Healing of the Lame Ifan - Acfs 8:1-10.
"Rodemption, Part O (Filmsirip, black-white), Concordia.

“Stophon, First Christian Mariyr” (Filmstrip, coler, LP record),
Cathadral.

“oah and the Ark" (Filmstrip, color, LE record), Nicody.
ngymbols of the New Testament” (Filmstrip, color, LP record), Cathedral.

=About Death and Eteraity” (Filmetrip, color), Charch-Craft.




37
Memory Activity:
1 Thessalonians 4:10-18.
1 Thesealoniang 5:9-11.
iy s
212, 341, 362, 861 (in the Latheran Hymnal),

7he Reading Text

PART ¢ - VENTURE B
"I BHALL RETURN"

In the fall of 1954 a world-famous orchestra tuned up in New York's
Carnegie [Hall. Ninety-two musicians thea played an unusual concert. With
brilliant precision the orchestra gave a breath-taking performance. But all
during the concert tho conductor's platform was empty; tha orchestra played
without a leader. Thoy played just as if their former director, Arturo
Toscanini, wore there with thern. Hic "spirit" seemed o give them the power
to play so well.

lincteen centuries ago an odd group of fishermen, a onstime racketear,
and somo teachers began to speak briiliantly and do some amazing work--
without a visible leador, These mon traveled all over the world by boat,
chariot, and on foot. "In the name of Jesus, " their Lsader, they performed
breath-taking miracles. IMon and women, long dead and siclk with sin, received
new life through ths Good News which thoy proclaimed. Thozo men stood right
up and proelaimed that Jesus wae alive and thot He was thelr Leadsr, their
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unseen Conducior. Indeed He was. For Jesus had promised to give them His
Epirit--remoember?

These disciples received power from their unseen Leader, who was
"sitting at the right hand of God." Wou learned that the "right hand of God" is
a picture expression for the power of God, that Jesus has all the power of God,
end that Jesus is at the "control panel of the universe.” When we say that Jesus
2ita at God's right hand, we don't msan that Jesus is all tired out from His
exhausting work on earth and that FHo noeds to rest. We do mean that Jesus is
at work right now providing power and guidance to His “players™ oz our planet.

Where does your pastor get the power to spealk about Jesus? Where does
your Sunday School teacher obiain the "want to" for telling you about Jesua?
Wiy do missionarice have the couraze to teil people about Someons they have
asver seen’ 'They oblain the power from Jesus who is at God's right hand. The
unsaen Christ directs the musicians In His orchestra. Christ is the Head of the
members in His church--now!

Pecause Josus is alive and has gll the power of God you will want to pray to
God through Him. I you wanted to visit with the President you'd need an
appoiniment with his right-hand-man, his secretary. O if you sver wanted to
talk with a king you'd have to Imow someone in the king's palace. In like manner
your prayers push through and make contact with God through Jesus "at God's
right hand. * Jesus leads you to tho Father,

Perbaps you think, "iMaybe God won't answer my prayers. Ly body is quite .
sick with sin. I've been guilty of shrinking God, my worship has been lazy snd
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prayers don't come teo often. I've positioned myself in the center of the map.
I kmow I've hurt God and done things He doesn't liks. How can I expect Him £o
answeyr my prayers?"

Well, kave you ever misbshaved and offended your father at home? Maybe
you skouted at him, slammed the door, and stomped outside. Then as you sat
alone® withk your head in your hands, you thought it over. You were wrong after
all, and you wero sorry. But what would your father say? What would ke do?

If only someone in ths house, parhaps a big brother, would ¢take your part. If
only someons would put in a good word for you.

Thore is such a Person in our Father's "house” above. Right now He's
puiting in a good word for you. You are not au orphan alone in 2 cold world, but
a child of God with s Friend in the Father's house, Bscause Ho's there you can .
come cloge to God in prayer, belioving that your prayers will be heard for Jesus'
sake.

This is what Jesus meant when He promised, "If you ask anything of the
Father, Fe will give it to you in my name.” A ragged beggar oncod bought a suit
of clothes in the name of a wealthy friend. A company prosidsnt, walking down the
gidowalk of a large city, met a griwy hobo, whom ke recogaized as a college
clasemate. Afier reviewing cld times, the rich man gave the begzar a piece of
paper with a few words written on it. '"EHere, take this to that store and buy
yourself a new suit." "But they'll throw me out of the store, * the beggar replied.
"All you nead is my name and that's writton on the paper." A chort time later

the ragged beggar was wearing a now cutfit, He bslieved the promise of his
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friend and found that his friend's name was good.

¥ou and [ have no more right to pray to God than the beggar had a right
to domand a zuit on his own. But in the name of Jeaus, who has already paid
the bill and hammered it to His crozs, we can approach God with confidence,
praying in the name of the living Lord--Jesus Christ.

.I!?f.arg . « « will you siop reading for a moment and just gaze out the window
{with your imagination ﬁ:‘ it'c dark). Look at the people lmrrying to and fro on
the street, at the children planning o grow up and live their lives their own way.
Wateh the fathers coming home from work, striving to get ahead in their jobs.
Think of the mothers struggling to raize their families. Every ono of those
people cutside your window thinks ke Imows emactly whors ke's going and what
ka's golng to én. You probably think s9, too.

Eut ever sinco the asconsion of Jesus not one of us can {ell what our future
will be, nor indoed whother there will be a future on earth. That's becausa
suddeniy--without warning--ths Lord Christ will seize the control panel that
governs the univerd. HHe will press tho button marked STOP! Then every
affair of earth will halt.

Christ will come back to earth in Ferson for the last stap in His work of
saving people from the gins that trap them, That last step ie judgment. Christ
will gather all the living togother and raise all the dead. If you have lived your
life in faith He will say o you, "Come, bo with Me and my Father forever.® I

you live yoee life avolding Him and His love He will say, "This is the end. You

don't ward iZe so I will give you what you want, Spead eternity without me in
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hell."” Not ono of us knows when this moment will come, & we ought to be
alert at all times.

Christ will definitely roftarn and His coming won't be detected on any
radayr scroen ox by sky-watchers. Onco He came in wealmass as a homeless
kaby in a barn and as 2 king riding on a donkey; He will come again in powar
as the Son of Ifan "riding on the clouds. ™ He came once and wo hammersd Him
to a crozs. But He dide't stay there--and He didn’t stay in Hig grave either.
He'a coming back. '

% phall return!--these hopaful words were spokon by General MacArthur
when he left the Phillippine Islands in 1842, Aftor he had been driven out by
Japanose armies, the General was foread to loave some men behind, Bat the
words "I shall return" gave them hope and courage during the yeara MacArthur
was gone. And he kept his promise. He did retarn to f:'ee hig men. "I shall
return!-~theze words echo in the eara of the soldiers of Jasus Christ and they
give courage and hope, He will return and those who trust Him shall be finally

and forever frea!
Guidslines for Bible Study

LOORING AND LISTENING
Explore I Thessaloniang 4:13 to 5:11,
1. What these sounds will men hear when Christ comes for judgment that
ware not heard at His ascension? Why will the second eoming of Christ

Lo more majestic than is first?
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2, According to verse 17 what is the purpose of the Lord's coming?

3. How should Christians usse the teaching about Christ's second coming?

4. fHccording to I Thosszlonians 5ri-11, how should Christlans prepare
for the coming Christ? Write the heat answer in your notsbook.

Bol¢ the doors and buy a burglar alarm.
Szarch tho more mysterious books of the Dible to locato prodictions
about the date and time He will arzive.
(o to slesp and don't think about such things.
Get drunk,
Stay awake spiritaaily, bolieve in Christ and kope for His retarn.
Be terrified at God's florce anger.
Now read Iicbrews 1:1--4,
5. Discover and list six things which vereses 2 and 3 toll us about Christ.
G. What has Christ done for us? Where is He now?
And work with Hebrews 4£:14~10.

7. 'The high priecst reprosented the Qld Testament paople as they mads
sacrifices for sin, Jesus, our High Priost, has sacrificed Himaslf for
cur sin. He vepresents us hefore God. What coos 'hold fast' mean fo
you? And why should you do this?

8. Why can we approach God's throne with confidence?

9. Look up "sympathize' in a dictionary and toll what verse 15 moeans to
you,

10. What are somo "times of neod" in your life?

Symbol Study

The stady following exemplifies the traditional and nowly-fashioned symbols
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which would be integrated into each lesson. The symhbol would epitomize the
the lesson's content. Thoe pupil could make the hook more attractive by neat
coloring with poncils; however, careful guidance would bs necessary to avoid
the dulinoss of “busy work® and childish aré. The symbols could well stimulate

more oxtensive and ingenious pupil art expression.

The Wheat and the Wesda

mmaan  e—

For the meaning of this symbol read Matthew 13:14-30 and 36-43.

Colois: natural,



APPERDIX A

Table of Contents for the Teacher's Handbook

1. The ifntreduction, purpose, and scop? of Adventuring in ths Church

Bibliography of relatad readings

Tha objectives of confirmeation

Methodology of nsing the guidsboolk with the class
Methodology of inductive Eible study

Sources of visual aids and crafis

A gaggosted form for a lesson plan

Resources and guidelines fox home co-cporation
.’a. suggeated plan for personal interviews of pupils

"Guide-Charts' for cach legson




APFENIEX B

Rescurces and Guidslines for Home Co-oporation

Check-list of suggestions Timing

Sacure accurats list of potential 5 months prior to
members of the class class

Pastor teaches potontial class in 2 months prior

Vacation Bible School
Home visitation: 3 weeks prior
Explain purpoze of confirmation
Froliminary enxollment of pupil
Enlistment of parental co-operation
Publicity for "Confirmands' and Pareats' Night"

Distribution of tract: Why Confirmation? (Concordia),

Remindsr for parents' night:

Ey phoune (pastor) 9 days pzior
By mail (by Parish Education Commiites) ¢ days prior
"Confirmands' and Parents’ Night"” 7 days prior

Filmatrip: "Confirmed in Faith" (Wartburg)
Explain method of study and textbooks

Ictroduction of specinlly preparad booklet of
family devotions for use wesk prior to class.
Sourcos: Thine Forever (Augsburz), When We
Pray (Augustana)
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Actual class gessions begin with concentrated
pariod of informal instraction thres days prior
to opening of public school

Balletin listing of pupils; request for prayera
by congregation

Prayer in pablic worship for confirmands
and familiss

Pastoral viaitation of home to discuss prozrese
and participation

"Conlirmands' and Parents' Night" to encourage

f{amily participation in Lenten worship
Parental visitation by membors of Parish
Education Board to stimulate family worship,
evalunte rosults, and obtain suggestions

Pupil-parent~-pastor picuic

Suanday after first class

Sunday after first claas

Week priox to Reformation

BPrior to Lent

Pogt-Easter

As the course ends




APPENDIX ©

Hesources for the Development of Art Appraciation

Filmstrips: (all in color)

Lile Filmstrips, & Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N.¥.
'Chyistianity"
"The Protestant Reformation"
"Giotte's Life of Christ”
"ifichelangelo'’
""Four Great Churches”

Cathedral Filmstrips, 140 Noxth Hollywood Way, Barbenk, Califormia
"Symbols of the Houze of God"
“Synabols of the Cross™
"The Lost Symbols™
"Syabole of the Faith"
"Symbols of the Old Testament”
"Symbola of the New Testament”
{AlL of the above available with LP record.)

Buareau of Auvdio~-Visual Alds, 1505 Race Street, Philadeiphia 2, Penna,
"Ouax Christian Symbols™

Craits:

Litargical Press, Collegeville, NMinnesota.
A wall prayer for pzinting and Christmas tree decorations.

Afagaue Craft Supplies, 108 Frankilin Street, New York i3, N, ¥.

Complete supplies of handicrafl materials adapiable for confirmation
use.

Roference Books for Symboligm:

Adalbert R. Eretzmann, Symbols (Chicago: Published by the Walther
League, c.1944),
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Ratka Doyle hiclee, Symbols (Hashville: The Upper Room, c.1956).

Friedrich Rest, Cur Christian Symbols’ (Philadelphia: Christian Education
Press, ¢©.1956).

Migcellsnscus:

The Syubols of the Latheran Church, a packet of twelve colored charis
available from Lutheran Brotherhcod Insurance Company, T01 Sacond
Avenue, South, Minneapolis 2, Minneaota.




APPENDIX D

Mizcellansous Activities and Intarests of the Twelve-year-old’

Growing awarensss of appaarance.

Seattered periods of extrome fatigue.

Proponsity for making collections.

flather reckless attitude toward money.

Growing helpfulness in household tasks.

Growing congeniality ot homa.

Idolization of older brothers and sisters.

Ldking for sports, especially baseball and swimming.
Bagernces for creative art by both sexes.

doy in cxreative writing by both sexaa.

Identification with doctors, architocts, and scieatists by boys.
idndel-making by boys.

Radio and TV not as promineit as previously.

Less time and urge to read.

ifyscteries and adventures favorite reading.
Domanding discornment of movies.

School life:

a. Likiry for deiiniteness of arithmetic.

1arnold Gesell, Frances L. Iig, and Louize Bates Ames, Youth: The Years
from Ten to Simteon (New York: Harpsr and Brothers, ©.1956), pp. 104f.
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C.

f.
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Dislike of too rigid schedile,
Dislilko of cramped {roadom of movement in classroom.
Enjoyment of drama and speech activity.
Pleasure in group ait.

Liking for short-torm craft projects.
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