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& Imman boing, has actually bacome flesh; Fo is the Cheist. Then Ho
spoals and acts as God Himself, with divine personal authority, 1o
lenger in virtue of a divine commission, but in virtue of His divine Boing,
as the Jon, to whom the Father “has given to havo life in Himself." This
iz the periected Word, the ona which has actnally coms uznto us, the Word,
in whickh the divine truth and rightoousnoss, which was separated from us
by the great gulf mads by the Fall, comes to us Himself and imparts
Himgelf to us ag truth, rightoousness, iife: the Word in which God gives
Himpelf personally to us, because in the Word He iz persoanally p%esant-.
as tho bridge over the gulf hetwoon us and Him, as tho Modistor.

The key organizing {act and interpretive svent which gives meaning and
rolevance to the life of Christ 1s His rosurrection. This decisive cvent
provided the dynamic ivapetus and starting point for the early Christian
proclamation of Christ. The Lordship of Christ ovidencedinthe resurrsction
ic the intezrating thome of the New Tostament proaching and teaching., The
word vwhich edifios the churek is the word of the rison Lord Christ. Filson
stresses this in saying,

That contral interpreting fact io the resurrection of Jesns. This is the

climactic mossago to which each of the Gospels moves, This was what

tho apostles Imew they were to preach--they were to witness fo the

Resurrection (Acts 1:22). This was €he fact which the unbeliever found

incredible, but the Christians mew was true. In the light of this fact the

Crucifizion found its Christian interpratation; the minisivy, its climas;

the plan of God, its intorpreting clue; and the futuro, iis way to powar

and victory.

Tho redomptive action of God in history--contered in the risen Loxd
Christ--gives divestion to the question of where the confirmation exporience

should begin and what patiern it should follow. But whore, the problem

sEmﬂ Brapner, The Mediator (Fhiladalphia: Westminatsr Press, c.13:7),
P. 228,

b
F&lﬂﬂng _0_21 ﬂl. p- 28.
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romains, is the contast-lins botwaen the pupll's nead and God's revealed-in-
action answer? Chviocusly the theologieal contant cannat, Hke iMohammed's
coffin, hang suspended bstwean heaven and earth., Several starting points
presont (hemselves when au aeffort is rande to provids a proper Blblical
framework of docirine,

Wa might start with ar analyzsis of mann's nesd, and on the basis of our

rasulis go to the Bibls ¢o so9 wihnt it has to gay, This would ksep the

discussion relevant, but it would lack a trustworthy standard by which

to intorpret the apiritual and morel situstion of cur ¢ime. Tho Bible finds

that atandard not fa what man now s, but in God--in God's purpose for

man and God's work for man, Therefore, man as we kaow him csonot ba

the basis on which Christiang understand life or the Bible. 10
The doctrins of baptism, probahbly, should not b2 2 major omphasis at the
start, alihough it could sexve to introduce and bhuild a2 background for the main
framowork of lifo-related contont, If the pattorn of ths New Testament
preaching and teaching of the word of Christ is followerd, the chief inaugural
push ought to be God's action in Christ and not the pupii's evident condition
or nesad,

The foromost hook of systematic Christian teaching in tha ﬁ'ew Testament,
directed to poople in the church, iz Paul's Lattar to tho Bomans. To psople
already in the faith, Ilike the mombera of Christ's body in the confirmation
clags, Faul writes a deliberate and ordarly treatizse. The main movemenis
of the letter when sketchad out can bs a cue and silhoustie porxtivent to the

confirmeation curriculums. The fntroduction to Romans pofnts to the long-

Cmid., p. 25.
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promised gospel, centered in the Son of God, who hag heen marked as Son
fay His vesurreciion from the dead, Paul next projecia the responsibility
of man o the Creator and the fearful consemeonces of rebellion against this
Creator. An historical survey is mads, involving the Roman reader, of
man's irresponsibilify toward God, God'a judging aciion and patient plan
of redemption is traced through the history of the "Chosen Paople.” Then
the promise-~fulfiliing, faith-croating, grace-giving, and justifying work of
Cod-jn-Christ is set foxth. The thome progrosses to the now lifs in Christ, the
prosenco of Chriet withia, and tho power and prompéing of Hia Spirit. Afier
a parventhetical passage direcily concorning the Jewa, the response of the
Christian to God's merey is discussed--iaith aciive in love makes for real

Jristian bohavior manifested in practical concera for the neighbor, especially
within the body of Chriet,

Recogaizing these undergirding principles and affirmations--God's redamptive
action in history, the cenirality of Christ in God's action, and the law-grace-
iove scefiolding of Romans~~the following blusprint is proposed for the
theological content of a first-year confirmation cours2 for a papil's guidabook,
Activity guidance also to be inciuded in the guidsbook, such as Bible exploration
and art appreciation, would support the basic plot of tha units in a variety of

ways. Howeveyr, these uxpariencen are not specifically delinsated in the draff

following. The guidebook would be geared for use primarily by non-parochial

school children. The general emphases of each "part" of each "venture"”
are roughed in by phrases following the titles; the "ventures” are described
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as to conient and are not spacifically titled, Reference is mads to the

objectives propesad previcusly by corresponding mumbser and lstier.
Ontline of Theological Contont for the Proposed Guaidebook

Introduction: "Who im All the World Are You?" - Would lead the pupll to a
roaiigation of his sonship with God through the Son of Cod and of his membership
in tho chureh through baptism,
Ventare A: Dasie foundation doctrines of the Christian faith concerning Ged.
Cizjectives: -1, 2, bd.
Paxt 1: "God's Clame of Hids-and-feek" - The nocessity of God's revelation;
pariial and Hmitod revelation in ereation; revalation focusaed in Christ;
Liklical record of God's redomptive dealing with men--climaxad ia Christ,
Fart Z; "Lmt God Be God" - Vague and curreat conceptions of God contrasted
fo the powariul, holy, all-lmewing, and loving Crealor; relovance of theae
attributes to the pupilts faith-lifs.
Part 8 "Tho Thres-Porsoa'd God” ~ The doctrine of the Trinily relevaant
to the created, redeemed and sancéified life of the papll; God the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit; the Trinity in Unity.
FPart 4; "The Cradie of Christ" - The parpose, coatent, and mesaage of tha
Rible; its Chriatocantricity; the importance and proper use cf the Bible by the
, Chrigtian; history of the writing of the Bible.
Venturo 3: The creation of the world by God; the rebollion and fall of the kuman

race; the Old Testament background of the story of God's work in Jesus Christ;
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God's work in Israel as one continuous redemptive oporation. Objoctives: 1,

4b, 44,
Paxt 1; "Singing Stara" - The iatricate harmony of God's croation; the creation of
of the ccames surrounding the pupil; the concern of Cod for the restoration of
all exaation afier the iall,
Part 2; "Rebels in Revolt™ - The initial robslilion of man, the fall; sin end its
ongoing conseguences; preésent implications of the fall; God's active concera for
the reiuwin of man,
Part 3: "The Promise That Took Centuries to Keep" - Cod's judging and
covenant-making activity from Adam to Christ; the covenant with Abraham
and isracl; the exodus from Egypé; the activity of ke judgss, kings, and
prophets; the ceptlvity; the thread of Measianic promise; the consistant, firm,
and patient working out of God's plan of aalvation.

Vonduro C: Tho will of the Creator and Redeemer for His peosple; the discbedience

and guilt of the pupil. Objectives: S.
Paxt 1; "The Sickness of Sin" - Introduction to tho problem of kuman sin and
disobadience; the malignant and fuherent nature of sin; the corporatensss of sin
and {ts consoguences; Satzn the adversary and destvoyer; death; eternal
peparation from God in hell; the pupil's deep need for Godl.
Part 2; "Shrinking God" - The idolatry of sin diagnosed by the first three
commeandments; the alienstion between the Creator and creature caused by

ain; pride and poraonal solf-assertion in opposition to Gad,

Payt 8: "Turning the World Around Joe' - The disruption of God's plan for
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comimunal life cause by nelfishness; the injury to others caused by sin,
diagnocaed by the "Second Tabio of the Dacalogue;" lack of concorn for the
noeds of others; failure to realize the sericusness of selficshness.
Yeniure D: The crestion and preservetion of man summarizod in the Firat
Articlo of the Apostles’ Croad; a backtracking and shift of emphasis to retain
tho unity of the Creed 25 a torae formulation of God's angwer to man's need.
Objectives: 4b, 4¢, 6¢, 6f, Gh,
Fart L "Man Alive" ~ The croation of the pupil's body with emphasis on the
marvalous iotricacy of God's dosign; men as the crown of creation; the
complexity, Mmitations, and fraflty of the body; the purposeful use of the
4 body for the glorification of ©od and human kappiness; baclground for the
insarnation of Christ; the sounl, spirit, and image of God.
Paxt 2: "Appeaving by God's Kind Permission" - The preservation of human
life through the gifis of food and physical karmony of envirenment; God's
presorvation throush government and hnman mediation; God's constant and
faithful caro of 2ll His creation,
Venturs E: God's work cf rademption through Jesus Christ (Second Axticle of the
Croad); facets of the Neow Testament “kyrygma." Cbjectivas: 4e, ba, €g, 6i.
Pazt 1: "A Baby in 3 Barn" - Tho incarnation of the Son of Ged; the birth and
infant lifo of Jesus; the purpose of the incarpation; the awesome miracle and
dopth of the incamation,

Payt 2: ""The Ring Who Bscame a Peagant” - The Perzon of Jesus Christ;

evidonces of His raal humanity and deity; the messags of His words.
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Part 3: "Were You There?" ~ Tha cruclfixion of Jesus; sacrifico, death-

for-lifs, and victory pictures of the atonement; the personal implications of,

and respousibility for, the erucifivion,

Part 4; "Hoadline News!™ - The decisive relevance of the resurrection for the

intorpretation of Jesus’ 1ife; the desth-conguering impact of the resurrsction;

tho role of the resurrection in tha life of the early church; tho connection of

the resurrection with the punil's prosent life.

Part 5: "A Glad Separation" - The ascension of the resurrected Lord; His

continual presence with the early church and the chnrch today.

Part 6; " ¥ shall Retuyn™ - Christ's seasion "at the right hand of Godn; the

oparation of the Spirit of Jegus; the Lordship of Chriat in tho church; the

second coming of Christ to complete His work of redempéion and judzmment,
Venture F: The work of the Holy Spirit in and through the church {(The Third
Artele of the Creed). Objectivea: 4f, 5, 6a, 6d, Ga, 2.

Part 1: "Spirit-Blown" - Ths Person and worik of the Holy Spirit; the coming

of tho Spirit into the pupil's life,

Part 2; "Saints Alive" - The holy Christian church, the communion of

saintz; the catholicity, holiness, uvity, apostolicity of the chmreh; the work

of the church as the body of Christ; the pupil's membership and function ia

the church.

Past 3; "Coming Clean™ - The work of the Spirit in baptism; historical

backzrounds of bapiiem, its offoct and meaning for tho present.

Part 4: "Appoiniment with Christ” - The work of the Spirit through the Lord's
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Supper; the presence of Christ in the Bacrament; guidance for meaningiul
participation in the Sacrament, -
Fart §: "New Bodies for Old" - Tho ch:ri-sﬂan hops; the resurroction of the
ody; the fulness of joy in heaven; the roalization of thie hope for the
present.
Ventuze G: The Christian life of love within the church, outlined by the
Decalogue, empowered by the Spirit. Objectives: 6, &6a, 5e.
Part 1: "The Passing Parade" - The ongoing call of God fo the pupil; the
pupil's response to the eall of God-in-Christ; faith, love, and fear of the
Teiune God; God's initieting lovs, awesome majesty, ard trustworthiness
ravealed in Christ; preparation of the pupil for a personal interview with
tho pastor.
Part 2: "Communicating with God" - The purposze, motivation, and content
of prayer; prayer in the namwae of Jesus; guidanceo in the practice of prayer.
Part 3: "Now Hear This! " - Adoration, confssaion, thankszgiving, and
psupplication to God in corporate worship; the content of the Latheran liturgy;
attitudss and skille in worship.
Parxt 4:; (Title undeclidad) - God's intention for family lifs; love in the family;
mutual concera for the rourishmont of faith; respoct and chadieace by the
pupil,
Part §: "Living Sacrifices” - The promptings of flesh and Spirit in the area
of stewardship--life, body, and money; the Christian use of physical enexgy

and talents, sex drives, and material gifts.

,_
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Part 8; {Title undecided) - The creative use of the tongue; witmessing for
Chriet; the motivation, purpose, and content of Christian witnessing;
guidance in the skills of witnessing.
Part 7: "Living Right Side Up" - Seeking "those things abover; avoidance
of covetousness and materialis; gsesking God through prayer; use of the

word and sacraments; concluding summarization.




CHAFIER V
OPECIFICATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED CONFIRMATION MANUAL

After the theclogical-psychological neads of ths pupil and the objectives have
been surveyed, it is imparative that specifications for the proposed text ho
drafied. Doach losson or "part" of the pupil's guidehool would include three
basic components: a reading soction, a guids for inductive Bible study, and a
symbol study. These as.:aaa would not be rigidly inclusive; they would serve as
laanching platforms for individual and group activity. & teacher's guide would
guggost supplementary curriculum material such as hyxan studies and visual
gids, Tho specifications, then, should dsal with four elementary factors: a
saitable form of lescon arrangement, a stimulating wrlting style, a chaileaging
method for sludying the Eible, and a constructive procedare for marturing an

appraociation of visual Christian art,
A Sniteblo Form of Lesson Arrangement

The hook’s core content should b2 organizsd in floxible units, the units
approximating the "Six Chief Paris” of Luihor's Small Catechiam. The units or
“yentures" would ba soctored in.f;o leszons or "parts” for use in indlvidaal
sessiong.

The advaniazes of the pliahle unit procedure periain to confirmation. The
major objectives can be emphasized, The sctivity factors of home, church,

school, and recreation can ko chamnoled ix: t:9 divection of the unit, Larger and
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mora purposoful arsas of activity can be opened up, and adaptations can be
meuda for varied levels of maturation and ability. Time ig allowed for
evaluation and dolayed reaction. Threugh discussioa and group action stiraulated
by tho unit precedure the confirmation ciase will better vealize its onenags in
the cloirch.

Additional strong points of the unit method have baza concizely listed as
follows,

L. The unit provides for varisty in classroocm procedura and thus helps to
avoid monotony,”

2. The unit method pets high standards of achieverment.

3. The special neods and interests of childron can bs consldored more readily
in tho unit method than in most othor meilods of teaching,

Z. The unit method rore easily provides opportunitics for pupil initiative
and ereativity.

5. Uuit study provides a rich oavironment for learni ng with books, visual
a2ids, ficld trips, and a variety of learning activities. 2

The skeletal structure of the gaidobook, as suggested by the unit method,
should be flexible and non-rostrictive, The lessons should serve as signposts
and imply divection for further study and activity. Simuitansously the doctrinsl

"weay' chould be plainly mapped out.

A Stinmlating Writing Style

ip, 3. Bosticher, "Advantages of the Unit Prodedure, " Lutheran Educatica,

2yilliom A. Kramer, Teschor's Meminl for’ = in Grace" (S¢. Louis:
Concordia Publighing House, 1955), pp. 8-8.

..
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Tho socond avea of specification inciudes the style and technigue for the
vorbalization of tho reading section. Few recent and relevant studiss of text
style have beon conducted; however, general guidelines have been sugzested
by researchara at the University of Nlinois. Their findings are given in bricf
in the following paragraphs. These writing specifications ars liustrated by

oxiracts from selected confirmation reading taxts in currozt use,

The test writer should first establish a challenzing verial environment and
awcuse curiosity through the use of generalizations. CGonsralizations are
nocessary to stimulate pupil interest and o davelop readiness. The previously
mentionod survey poiats out,

Clenoralizations are formed naturally by cumulating concrete experiences

Tieh have scome eommon element; that is kow, for instance, ono learns
that icy pavement is slippory. The educational process is dssigaed to
accolerate this goneralization by providing more experionces of a cortain
type than nature might offor, by presenting the experience in symbolic

forin, and by helping the person draw kis conclusion more rapidly. 3

Theoo gonoralizations must be relsvant and worthwidle for the presemnt life
of the pupil.

Rathor than urge loarning "because it will later be valuable" the educator

should find a way to make study. . .seem worthwhile even if the pupil

cannot forosce how ke will use the Imowledzge. . . .In the communication

of generalizations the happlest of learning cutcomes is to find past
oaxperiences taking on now and more cokerent meaning.é

Alvin N. Rogeoess applios thia principle of rolevant gonoralization in the

following paragraph on tho call of the Holy Splrit,

®Lee J. Cronbach, Text Matorials in Modern Education (Urbana, Hlinois:
Univerzity of Oiinois Press, 1955), p. 79.

£
“Toid,, p. 47.
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God sets an alarm clock for man in His Word and Sacraments. VWhen
men comes within reach of the YWord and Becraments, the beil rings for
him. A baby of threo weaks is awakened in the Sacrament of Baptizm.
A man of thirty years who is asleep is awakened by the Word. K a man
is never reached by either VWord or Sacraments, he continues to slesp
uniess God has somse way of awakening him which He has told us nothing
about. But, as far as we kmow, the Word end Sacramentis axre ths
aormal bells which God has ordained for awakening mon. . + .2

Prescription and directicn are also usefnl in the writing of readiag texts.
But to proveat distortion and abuse of this tochniqgue its purpose must be
understood:

Proscriptions and directions are imperative statsments, diroct or implied.
They aro in ono sense tho most usaiul of the verbal rescurces we can
communicate, for thoy iecd immediately to action. For each Bypeposs, thay
provide a direct suggestion as to how £o act upoa eavironmont.

Rogoess aptly prescribes and directs In discussing prrent-child relations:

Y e must oboy God rather thon men. Sometimes parents set their children
poor or bad examples sometimes pastors are false zhepherda ond lead
their flocks into error aud not into truth; there are toachora who teach lies;
thore are raulers wi use their power for injustics; there are employers who
have no honest regard either ior life or property. In evary situation the
Christian iz governed by God. Sometimes he cbeys man bocause ho lovas
God; sometimes he disobsys man because he loves God. In all things he
conforms himself first and always to the will of God.7
The most valuable type of communicative writing is narration. The teaching

power of narrative goes boyoud the transmission of mere cogaitive interpretation;
narrative is especially apt for developing attitudes and for involving the pupil's

empathy. Narrative clarifies relationships and expands conceptual thinking.

Salvin 3. Rogness, On the Way (Minneapolis: Augshary Publishing House,
c- 1%“3). p‘ 3“- ;

Bc:.'onhach. op. cit., p.33.

730@983. 92- c_l__to. pn 32!



