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\'v"Orld to & f!!.U realization of GQ<l1s piu-pose. 4 

Filson goe~ on to point out, 

God has made himself known to men, hs has givon his help to mon, hs 
hn3 provided the redemption they need, :,rec~ely by his wor&iD3 1u Watory. 

V"'hen we pi:-esent ~e biblical message, th9rafore, we do not outline a 
syetem of i f.leas. We ~et.lJ.a:r tall a r:Jt.ory0 a stoay -of God's speci21 daalll\ga 
vii.th men to jud;s-e nnd save t~:im. mherent In this story is the ass01tion 
that God ts v10rk1ug out hts Pll-"'"9089 m ktatG?!.'Yi wh3t ha ha5 ~Re mw lad 
to where we aire uow, and this Pomfa on to what 1w will do to co-:n:plote hi~ 
pia;..-pose. 6 

<.'lJ.d Tast:!mel'!t points to Rtm ss t.~ com.mg Olw; tb.e Nev, Testam&.Jt tcm:!fies of 

i. m a&; come. Coed the ·Faf:t!Sr can bs kn.owD o~ tlu'Ough &e Sen, in whom Es 

!J.313 ~\Tealect Ii imaalf. 6 The E:i:,ly ~'p1.rit si :aaks not cf mmsel~ but ~kE,,:, t.!13 
. '1 

t!dDgs of Christ and deeleres them unto 11!. There.fore the v,-ord '\'lilich edifiaa 

co:..centration of the em:ire Biblical record in Chr1st has been stressed by Emil 

:8.lumlar. He writes, 

'!'".a.en H~ cannot ba man, a man like the 198:n of us, iacl1uliDg the man of 
genius and thiJ propii!et, bs.!t Be must be the Son of God, Es in whom th<:> 
word of revelation, thl9 secret word in which God SP9aks ma o,m No1,:e, 

4Floyd v. FllBon, Jesus Christ~ !Usen �~� (New York; ~\bmgdo!l 
Presa, c.1956), p. 13. 

5 A ~-. p. 1-.c. 

3Joim 14:9 

'1 John 16:l."I, 14 
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s b:'.irrs&n boing, hga actually be~o.me flash; Be Is ths Ch..."ist. Than a> 
!llJl32lQD a.d acts u God t-i1.ia.1Gelf, 1v:1th divh:e personal ou.thol"lty, no 
lol\:,iver m vil"f:l.1e of a divlne eom1mselo-.a1, b-..at in virtue of me divine Eelng, 
as t!w So:.i, 'to whom. the Fnthei" 1'hao given to mve life 1n mmself. " This 
la tho p::irfected Word, tha ono which bas actually coms umo us, the "'Ford, 
in which the divm3 u -a-6 :mtl ri~~ousness, whleh was separatad fi'Om us 
'by tb.G gl"OEt ~ulf m~ca by t«e Fall, comea to ltG m mcelf anti lmpsrt;a 
W:wae! f to m:, m:: t1"tt'w;h, ~wmasa, lli-e: the 10;.--d in v:1W.ch God givos 
lih~!f parsoully to ui3, ba~ause in the V✓ord i?le is psmoanlq llf881lt• 
as tho br1(Q5'3 over the gulf bat.'\"laea LW and mm, aEJ tho .. ~diator. 

'i'lle koy o?:gani:dng fact .and mtsii.-prative evemt which gives meaning and 

1."0ievsnca to th3 life of Christ 1a m a 1"8flt1i'l-ectlou. Thia decieivo ev,a.nt 

p:rovidsd the dynamic im._'1)8f;:.m and star"dng point for ~1s early C"motian 

I>!."oclnm:ation or Ch.riot. T'.110 L:>rdsh!p or Christ evideuee:Un tlm resU1•1'5Ctio::a 

Thnt contral inte:E'!')retlr~ feet !o tho J.'33urra~tion of Jes~w. Thls is the 
cllmnctic -message t.o which each or the Qospelr1 moves. Thls was l"1hat 

this ~,postles Imew they \ 'l.!(;)i'O to px-asch--they wera to \·t1tnesc to the 
Reaw.-rrection (l.ets 1:22). 'l'his was ths fact wb!cu the unb3lievor .found 
incredible. but tha Cbristir,ws kl:!e\"-t w2s m ue. Xu t.he light oi tb.ia fact th9 
CntcWxion found its Cllristien intert>~tion; the mmistry, its cli:.nax; 
the pfau of Goti, tts mterpr.'Otlng clue; and th~ iuti.m.1, U'.s Tia:/ to powaz 
and victory. 9 

The 1•Dclemptiw action of God 1n hlsto:ry--ceatsI"ed in the r isen Lord 

Chriot--atvea dtre~on to the ,1uastioa of where the confirmation e:gperlence 

should b3gin and what psttern it s!l.>;.dd follow. But \"lhore, the problem 

8
Emil Brmmer, T"ae :Mediator (Philadal,tlhlo: westmh!ater .Prasfl, c.10&7), 

p . 228. 
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ramame, is tb.G cont:Mt-JJna hotwatm the papU•s 1193~ and Ood'a NVesled-1.n-

l)I't3;;0m: themaeiws. when a.v. effort is r..a3da to provich a propar Blbllcal 

We m!g:)lt start witb an aauysla of mim•s nest , and Q~ the bssls of 0t1r. 
1•as'1lts go to t.b.3 Bthle t-o a '51 wi\.~t it hsa to say. This wo'Jld lteel> ti:,g 

discussion i•alevant, btm it \"Jcmkl bck a tmstwo1th~" st'!maard by \Yhich 
io int.orpret thG aplri.twu ond mozal o~on of o~ U:ms. '!'h1t :stble ftnds 
tlmt stnndal-d not in what matt now is, but In God-in Goo's p-.u-posa for 
num mid God's wo!"k tor .mm. T"111e1.;--ctfore. mo.n es wa k'!uFi11 him camiot i:Ja 
th9 h:~sia Ol! w~.ich Cb.ristiruw v.nderstm1d life or tile Bible. lo 

i'z'amev.-or?t of lf.fo-reJ.atecl coJWilllt. !f the pattmm ~ tbs !liew Testament 

The foremost book of ~matic ChriaUan teae~ m th-3 Mev1 Te:steme~ 

3i~ac.w in th::> faith, like the m~mbal!'a of Christ's l»ti;v ln ti.10 conftrmdion 

clnos1 Paul writes a daliberate and ordarly treatise. Tba main movements 

of the letter when alcatciwd out can lJS a cue mid sUho:letb9 pertinent to tbB 

coutlrmation Cllffieulnm. '1"he lntroductlmi to Bomam polm to the long-

1~ld., p . 26. 
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promised gospel, centered 1n the Son of God, wbo has been-marked as Gem 

i39 ffls 1•es!UTl8Ction fr(,m the dead. Paul nm projects til8 responslbJ.ltty 

al man to tJJ.e Creator and the iem...i cc.umeqwJnees of rebelllon egalnst this 

Creator. An historical survay 1a mads, involvingtha Roman nader, of 

man's i!'ft>sponslbility toward Goo. God1a Jt.idglng action and patient plan 

of redsmptt.on la tmcad through tho hist.ory of tb9 "Chosen Paaple. " Then 

the promiee-fulfUJtng, faith-croa~D grace-pvmg, e.nd JustifyilJg work of 

God-lxt-Cbliat is silt for-i;b.. The theme progresses to too nDVt life in Chrtst. the 

pNSeneo of Christ wlthln, and t,~ povmr 11.nd. prom~ of ma SpL.~. After 

a parenthetical passage dlrect:t,• con,:erning the Jswa, th.'1 response of tl19 

Ch:.isti.im to God'o mercy is ci!scuaaad--iaiih active ID love makes for real 

Cb.riotbm behavior mamfested !z! practical concern for the nelfr4bor, eapeci~ 

within the boclv of Christ. 

Itecogi!lizlng these undergb:cii1.?g 1uiD.ciples. and affirmatlons--God's redemptive 

action 1n hiatory, the centrality of. Oh.,,."'ist ln God's aetioa, and t!ae law-grsce­

!ove a02ffolding of Romans-:-the followmg blueprh:¢ is p1"0posed for the 

theological cont.em of a flrst-ynr eoDfli,natton course for o p..JPll's pld9aook. 

.l\cUvity guidance also to be Included in tl:.e gu!d9boo!:, such a& Bible e:r;saloratlon 

:mcl ali appreciattcm, would support: the basic plot of fas u.nlts :In a variety of 

ways. However, these ~riencee are not spaclflcalq delineated lD the draft 

following. The guidebook would be pared for use primarily by non-parochi:ll 

school chllclreu. Tbe gem,1-al emphae• of each ''Part" of each 1IV8Jdlare" 

are roughed 1n by phrases followmg the titles; the •~11 are described 
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as to content and are not s~ificolly titled. Mfezence 1s made to the 

objectlve-J proposed prev!ously by co:nesporullng munbar and letter. 

0-!tllne of Thool,;,gical Content for thia Pro!M)Sed 0-illdebook 

I!lt..l"Od!1~tlon: u~ lho in All th3 World Ar.a You?" - Wmdd lead tile pipll to a 

Faolimtlon of Ins sonamp wlth God through the Son of Goci and of hls membership 

_ art l.: n~d's Game of mae-and-Saek" - The necosalty of God's revalatiou; 

ps1"i;iel and !lr!lited ravelatioo. .in creation; revalstion focuaed in Christ; 

Purt 2; 11 i.tat God Ra God" - VaauE> nnd current conce-,!ltior.3 of God comrast:ed 

to the powerful, holy, . ~ll-Imowi»lJ, and lovlng C~r; relevance of these 

tr, tho created. recbemed sad s~ed life of the P@1l; God the Father, Son, 

m ~ Boiy BP'lrit; the ·rrtmty m umt-,1. 

T.-'clrt 4: '"'?ha Cradle of Olnist" - The pupose, co.item, and massage of tbs 

Bibla; its Ohristocntneity; tits importance and proz,ar. use of die Bible by the 

Christian; hfatocy of thG vmtmg of tma Elble. , . 

Ventw.'3 B: Tho creation of tJ:a \";i'Orld by God; the rabslllon and fall of the hllman 

race; the Old Testament bachground of the story of God's work ID Jesu Chrtst; 
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Gcd1a work In Israel as one coatJ.nwn1&• redemptive operation. Objectives: 1. 

4b, 4d~ 

Pait l; •~ etara" - The lntrlcata harmon;v of God's CNatlon; tke creation of 

of the cos~ sur1-owitUng the pi.1,_cU; the concern of God for tbe restoration of 

all c:.1eat.ton nftsr the iall. 

~r~ 2: "Rebels lD Revolt'" - The inttlal ra!Yllllon of man, the faU; a1D and its 

o~omg coacequ.enc0a; present im&Ucot!ons of tk3 fall; Gad1s acUva concera f-oz 

the re:.tn.'ll of man. 

Pari; 3: "The PJ.•omim T".aat Took OenU!ries to Ke~p" - (!ad's judging ad 

cova,,mt- meldllg activity fr~ra Adara to Christ; the covemmt With Abraham 

aurl !si!"ael; the exodq:a from E~; the oc'.lvlty of the judges, kings, and 

~opheea.; the cap'1Vity; th$ thread of .Messlmzlc promize; th.s COi.!Sistant. firm, 

and pa~eut ·world.ng oat of God's pla!l of anlvat!ou. 

Vetn:u...-a C: The ·will of the Creator sud Bochemer for ms people; the dlaobGdlenaa 

imd guilt of the pupil. 01,Jectiv83: 3. 

_Pal't 1: "Tl&a Sickness of Sin"' - ~tion to ths P,..'ll"Oblem of hiunaa sin and 

disobadienca; tile maliguam; and wherent nature of stn1 thil eorporateneas of sin 

and tta consoquencea; Satan the afJ1versuy mad dsstroyer; daath; etamal 

Ek1pa:ration from God m hall; tba ,Pllpll 's deep need for GoQ. 

Part 2: •rshr1Dk1Dg God" - The idolatry of am diagnoseti b,v tbc9 fim three 

commandments; the alienation batween·tha Czentor and creature caused by 

sin; .piide and peraond self-osaertion ID opposition Co God. 

1-'srt 3: ''Turmng the World Azoumi Joe" - The clal'IQltlon ot God's plan fo:r 
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ccumnuol life csaeo btJ oeWehness; the ~ury to othem caused by sin, 

diegilloeed b-.f the "Second Table of t1IB D3calogue;" laclt of concern for the 

needs of othBrs; :fcilw:-e to reallzo the sertouonees of onJftslmess. 

V~ rn&,e creet!oa and Pl'8Se1-vatlon of mnn S!lmmazfmd In t'ha P!mt 

Ari!cla of &:> Apostles' Cned; a backtracldni and ahlft of empbeat.s to retain 

tha tmit,v oi the C:ree:,d as o terse fo?m1ulat!on of God's :ms,ver to man's need. 

l>jectives: 4b, 4:c, 6c, Gf, Sh. 

Pa~ ·1: 'Man --llve" - The croat!on of tb.e pupil's bo~ with em.ohsals on the 

arvelous im:rlcaey of C-oi1s ceslgza; man as the crov,:n of creation; th3 

co!I',r>!e:rtty, lbmtations, and frailty. of th9 JxKt,; th.a pirpoaeM use of the 

oody ior the ~oli.fication of C-od anti human ~ppineaa; bnclfground for tha 

lncm"l!mtion ml Christ; tbs l!JOld, spirit, and Image ol (!od. 

Pa.."Pt 2: "A~umg by God's IIDul Permlsalon" - The p1'8ServaUon of b:iman 

life ~ the gift$ of food an'!.l physical harmony of eavironment; God's 

1~01~atlon thro~h gover.amem and ·lmman medietlon; God's constant and 

fsit&"\tl care of all ms creet!on. 

Ventura E : God's v10rk of rade~on through Jes11S Chr!Gt (Se=ond A...-t{cle of t!la 

~ -l-t l: "A ~by in a Bsrn" - Tho bKlarnatiOD of tb9 Son of Qcd; th3 birth and 

infsllt life of Jesus; th9 pirpose of th'3 mcarnaUon; the awes~nne miracle and 

d3pt.h aZ the incamatlon. 

Part 2: "The l~ Who BBcame & Pt3asm1t" - The Person of Jesus Christ; 

evidances of Bis real humanity and deity; the message of ma words. 
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?ar t 3: ' 'Were You TheN? " - Th3 cracfflxlon of Jesus; aacriflce, death­

for-lmt, and vlct.ory pictures of the atonement; ttia persoDBI impllcattons of, 

and responsll>iUty fo!", the cl'Uclfimon. 

Part 4: "Headline News I" - The decisive relevance of tb3 reaurrectlon for t.m 

~tio:n of Jasu.s• life; th-9 dsr::!l·~eonquarlI!,:; impact of t1t9 reaurrsctlon; 

ti!8 role of the raSJ1rrectt011 in tha life of the early church; t:hB connection of 

the reau.:n-ect!on vii& the J!R!L')il'a pa-me-m; life. 

Part 5: "A Glad Sepm:ataon" - Th,a esc9DS1on of the restlffectsd Lord; Bis 

eontln"'ila! i)resenice with the eady churcll and the ch> .. n.'Ch todny. 

Pm.1 6: n I Sh!!ll P.etu.1"ilrr - ChriEif:'s eeasion "at the 1ight hand of God"; the 

op0rat.i\ln of the Spirit of Jes,;.1&; the Lordship of Chr!at m ~ church; th8 

,;3concl comms of Christ t11 complete ms v,or'.:t of rademptton and judgmm. 

?entu.re F : The wor:: of the :Holy Sp.Int in and through t.'h, church (The T"alrd 

.;.rtlcle of thr.t C:rood). ObJectlvaa: 4f, 5, Ga, Sd, Ge, 2. 

Put l: :iSplrit-Blo m" - 'l'1w Pemon and work of the Roly Spirit; the coming 

of the Spirit into the pipil's llfo. 

Part 2: "Safnt.s Al#.ve'' - T'.ce hob' ChristiaD church, th9 cornrnnn1rm of 

samt.'1; the catholicity, holiness. unity, opostollclb' of. the clmrch; the work 

of the church as the bod;v of ClU"lat; the pupil's membershlp and functlon 1n 

the ehu,&-ch. 

Part Ss 11Comtng Clean" - Th9 vm:rk of the Spirit In ba.,d!sm; historical 

backgxouncm of bapt!sm, its otrect and meamag for thi3 iresnt • 

.Part 4: "Appolmmem with Chrlat" - Tm work of tbs ~t through the Im-d's 
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Supper; the pree9!1ce of Christ in the B&cromem; gmdmlce for meaninaful 

pariicipaUon in the Sacrament. · 

Part S: "New Bodi.es for Old" - Tha Christian hope; the resurrection of the 

ooct,; the fulnese of Joy !n heaven; the nalizatton of th1s hope for the 

present. 

VanttL~ G: The Chrl&tion life of love within the church, outllnecl by the 

Dacalogi-1.e, an1po·wered by the Spirit. Objective~: G, 5a, Se. 

Part l: 11Tbe Passing Paira'i!e" - T"na ongoing cell of God to the pupil; th3 

ps.1.pil •a :respo:i:lse to ~ call of God-In-Christ; falth, love, and fear of the 

T:r.i.un.e God; God'e initleting lova, awesome meje~J. and truatVJorr.htnesa 

revealed in Christ: prapentloa of the paptl for a pareonal Interview with 

t&o pnotor. 

Fon 2: "Commanicattng v,lth G.>d'' - The p11r9ose, motivation, and coute.nt 

of prayeA'; prayer in tile name of JesW3; guidance in the practice of prayer. 

Pan 3: "Now Hear Thim ! " - 1-\doration, coDfesalon, tilsnksglvlng, m:d 

suppllcstlon to God ID. corporate \'10rsbi1>, the eQDtent of tb~ ~themD Umrgy; 

sttiwd~o aud sldlls in v10:..'Ship. 

Part d: (Title tmdecicled) - God's Intention for family Ufa; love in the family; 

wt1tllal concern tor the J?.Ourlahment of faU:hi 1."SBpect and obedience by the 

pupil. 

Pan 5: "Living Sac1ificea" - 'l'ha promptings of flesh snd ~t tn the area 

of stowardshlp--Ufe, bo(\V, and mon&yi tho Christion use of plwslcal eaera,y 

mui talents, sex drives, and mate~ gifts. 
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Part 8: (Title lmdscld3d) - T"iil9 ci·aatlve use of the tong.ie; vlltnessm,g for 

Christ; the motivation, purpose, and conteat of Cbri=:iti:-.u \"lltneas.ln~; 

guidance in the akUls 0£ wimesfJ~. 

Part 7: ' 'Livi~ lU,:ht ~!d3 Up" - Seeki~ "thosa ~ Qbc)ven; svoldanca 

of coveto·isnesa and t ate1-!a!um1; sea!dn •· God tilrourjh proyea-; ase of the 

word and sacraments; concluding summarization. 



CBAt""l'El'\ V 

S~CIF!CATIO!JS FOB TEE PROPOSED CONJ!'IR\VIATION MAtflJAL 

Aflar tha theologtcal-1osychological neeci!a of th3 P'.apU and the obJectivea have 

dr&il.fted. Each laseon or "part" of tu pu.pil 's gw.dal-130?;: wc;:dd lnclu.c:b threo 

bssic compo~;.enes: a :i:aa~ne; section, a gutd:3 for hulictlve Elbie stuct,, and a 

synlbol a~,cl,. These a1~ca would not ~ rigidly i11elusive; ths-1 woal,i serve os 
~ 

la.m.cilmg !'llaif<>i.•nlS for bu:livi~.wl and gro11p activity. A teacher's @dda would 

e,:_ ,a.n ,,1up !e1.1.1uar-.1 ca~riculum material Duch as Jwmn studies and vlstuil 

The book's eoro contt>nt should b:> 01.~z.ed h! floxiblo .. UJ!ts, the unlts 

appzooxlmnt15g tile "Si:1: Chief Paris" of Luther's Sr.aall Catechism. Thi3 units or 

•ventures" woukl b3 sectored Into lessow; or "pana11 fo1.· w;a m indl.vlwal 

sossio!!lS. 

Ti!B adv:mtaues of the pliable tmit procemire penslll t.o coDfb.•matlon. The 

.:najor objectives can be emphaslBOd. 1'hs activity fet.-tom of homo, clmrch, 

school, and ·reeroatlon cau 1:r.:, cbaffllfll.Gd tu i!-..s direction of tbe umt. Larger and 



26 

more pu110aoful araos of actlvl~ caa be opened up, and ad3ptations can be 

made f'!I' varied levels of mati.ll'atlon end ablllty. Time ls allowed for 

cwalw:i.tton and dslsyed l"fJaeticm. Tm·cu,:ih discuseton ond group acUon sttmulnted 

by ths unit procecinre &e comirmstton ciaoa wlll better renJize Ha onenaso In 

:i 
the church. 

Ad~t:lon91 strmig 1»tnta .of the ult method haw ba..~ conctaely listed as 

followa, 

1. The Wlit pi".ovids3 for vs.."'"'iety In classroom procemin and thus helps to 
av.,id mon.oto!\V, · 

2. ~ ~ u.ttit memod aet'3 wgh st:mdarda of acbiGwment. 

u . T'ata s1>3clai needs ond i11te1·e.3t& of children can ba consldered more readily 
m tho unit machod t!t!J'n ~n n1oot othor methocm oi t.eachmg. 

6 . 'i'ho unit method more easily provides opportuntt!es f.:,r pupil lDitiatlve 
mld craatlvity. 

5. Um.t awdy prllvld3s o iicb. euvlronment for leaning wlth books, visual 
aids, f ield tr11:>a, and E! vru."i.ety of leamtD3 activ!Ueo. 2 

ohoo.ld be n omble end non-r.eatrictiva. 'Iil3 lessons allcJi.ud s01w es sigl!l10sts 

11wey" silcmld be platDly mapped out. 

A stlmulatlntJ Writing style, 

1a J. Boettcha1·, "Advantages of the Umt Pl"odlldure, " Illtheran Ewcation, 
LXXX1V (Octobar, 1948), 00-92. 

2willleru A. Kr~. Teach3r's Menw:i112£_ "Growlni-.!!!,Graco" (st. Iouls: 
Concordia Pablishlng Bowile, 1965), pp. 8-9. 
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'l"'ha second area of spcacffl.catton inciudas tbe atylo and tocbn1q11e for the 

styiG have bean conw cted; hov.;ever, ~neral $lldalinea have bc:,en suagested 

by resea1-ch3m at th,:, 0-..d.veraity of 1111w>1s. THlr 'fllld!np are glven In brief 

in &,c, follo,'I!~ parag?Sphs. Tiwaa wr!tbl;i apaclflcatlo:as ara illustntad bf 

e:~m f r om 0elected col!f:lrmetioa readhlg tr.>xts In cu.r!!'G:nt use. 

"I'he te,:t wii.tar sb.oa!d fJm G~b!tah a cllallen:;lng varbel environment and 

.... 11a1.-alizatiom an i'omued m ttlr.illy by cu:mulatmg concrete mi:perlesces 
'1Mc!:a have soma common elemaat; that Is hovi1, for wtance, one learns 

f:imt icy pavomtJct is sll?.)pary. The ecmeatlmml process 1s ds:si(&aled to 
acce!erate tbio gene1-ali~oa &T.f providing more e:(perlem:cas of a cenaln 
ty9s ~~-:3 n-3turCJ mir:;he o1ielt", b-3 pzeaenting tha er..9srie-.a1~e bl eymbQ_llc 
for.•1.11, ond by help1Dg &c, parson dm..-1 fds concl,mlon m.oro 1-cl!JldliY. 3 

'Jlwme g\°DnoraUzationa must be relav:mt and wortb.T1hlle for tbs presem life 

Baf:h3r tl!Su urrsa learni!lg "bJoow:e It will later oo wluable 1·
1 the educator 

should ftnd a v,ey to mako study ••• seem worthw:itla even If the U.J!>ll 
~ !01,esae how he w1ll use the lmowlad..:,tTS. • • • In t.113 commUDlcatiou 
of ga-tlenltzations .tbs happteat of lec:rn!Dg ootcomos ia to :llm1 post 
e:..1)8.iences toldDg oa ilSW and more cohennt D1ei1Ding, 4 

Alvm N. ~as applies We prlnalple of 1'9levant generalization In the 

follo,vmg t>aragraph on thCJ call of th» 130)¥ Spirit, 

81ae J. Cronbach, Tm D,f.11teriDJs .!!!_ l'itodem Ewcatlcm (Urblwa, Illinois: 
Uaivemitq ~ DJtnoia ~ss, 1855). p. 79 • 

.fr . 
le!5!• I P■ 47 • 
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God set(; an alarm clock lor man ·1n His ti;.'ord and Sncromants. \":!hen 
men comes ·.vlthln reach 0£ the ·r.iont and Sacra.mentst the bell rings for 
blm . A baby of three v,eaks ts aw:skw:led in the Sacramem of Baptism • 
. ,.\ man of ta:li-ty yeora uho is aoleep is nwaL."8118d by the Word. If a man 
·s ne;,var 1-e3ched by either Word or Sacraunoats. ho contlmaos to slMp 
w:!iess God haa some woy of awakelling him which Be has told us nothla_;; 
about. But, as far as ~ ·a tmow, the ,vord end Sacraments a:re the 
aar -m1l belle ·which God has ordained for awakemD,: man. • • • 5 

P1·escrlptlon and dlrecttoa or.a nlso usoflll 11'1 the \"1ritlng of 1'8admg texts. 

Bu.t to prevent distortion rum abase of this tecbniqu.e its purpose must be 

U.l!dellStuod: 

?!"~3criptions arm db.•e~tiol\3 a1"6 lmparatlve staten1ents. diract or 1mplled. 
1'i e:.r ~ro in one se11Se th,3 1110Gt useful of ths verbn ~-eGG::u.-cea we can 
comU1W1lc:ite. for thoy lead h1 ..... edlatoly to action, For each 'lf1"pose, they 
prov da a dil-e•.:t s~estiou o.; to !lo,~ to act upon eaviroruuom. 

Rogness aptly prescribas and dlrects 1n discusstq pnrent-chlld 1--elatlons: 

' a 11ct oboy God i•athe-:- Chen men. Sometl mes parents net their chilcheu 
pooi-- or oocl el«tm.r_"Jle::; sometimes psstors are folso shepbGrds ond leod 
tilalr flocke into enor m&d not into b.uth; there are toachen who ::each lies; 
th3?e aro rulers who uca tllelr power for ID.justice; there 11re employers wl:o 
have no honest regard either for life or property. In evai-y aitwition tbs 
Ohi'lstian la governed by GGd. Sometimes he obtJys mDD bocause he loves 
God; sometimes he disobaya man because be loves God. Im. all thmp he 
co!d'oii.•ms hi JnseU flnt nnrl alt'i•ays to the wlll of God. '1 

Tha most valuable type of cow:mtmicatlve writlng ID narration. The teacb!Dg 

po\~'Or of narrative goes bayond tml trommlsslon of mere cognitive mterpntatlon; 

narrative ls esl)3Ctally apt for developing ottl&udss and for involving the pupil 'a 

emP5my·. Narrattve clarlfles relstt9DBhtpa and expmds conceptual thinking. 

G Alvin ?I. Rogl:less, 0D &! Way (Mlmieapolla: Aqgslaug P.tbllshlng Boaae, 
c. 1042), p. 8G. 

0 
Cronbaob, 91. 9.t!. , p. 38. 

"I ac,peas, 91!• cit.,, p. 32,. 


