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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Christianity, if it is to make any impact upon a person, must spsalk
to his needs and problems in a changing soclety. The following study is
tagsed on thic supposition and in the same supposition it finds its reason
for existence. The pwrpose of this study is o suoply 2 measuring devise
to indicate both the Irequency and effectiveness with which the Hisssuri
Synod haes veen relating Christianity to the soclal situation of her peo-
mle. 1% is nobt 2 primary goal tn measure the progress of Protesctantisn
in the zams wav. Protestantism is represented rather as a control-gle-
ment Ly which the Hissourl Synod might either conirast or identify her-
zelf. Any faulis of Protestant preaching are illuminated, not for vo-
lemical reaeons, but rather pedagogicals

A social icssue, as it is referred to in this paper, is a situation
which affects the physical well-being of the populace as a whole., Thus,
a sermon on Christian educsition which stresses its content and importance
for a person's eternal salvation is nobt regarded as a social issue. fowe
ever, if Christian education 1z advocated as being useful in eliminating
Juvenile delinquency, it is inclucded in this study, Similarly, the
Christian home may be regarded as a means of promoting the Christian
growth of its members end thus not be concerned about the populace as a
whole. On the other hand, it wmay be regarded as instrumental in reducing
crime, mental iliness; and vagrancy and thus come within the purview of
this study. Though a mission sermon may be directed at improving the

lot of the unbelievers or the popuiace as a whole, it is not concerned
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primarily with their physical well-being and is, therefore, not qualified
as a sermon on a soclel issve,

It ie recognized that the Church meets the needs of its members in
nmernue ways. Prsaching is only one of them. This study confines it-
aelf to the area of preaching. In doing so, it is this writer's opinion
that he 1s exemining ons of the most effective avenues through which the
meessage of the Church may be related to people confronted by social prob-
lems, and that preaching may well be an indication of the effectiveness
of the Church's voice in cther areas of eervice.

It must also be recognized that this study is confined io represent-
ative giroupe of sermons. The preaching of the Hissocuri Synod is repre-

cented by the sermene in the Concordia Pulpit, a collection of sermons

issued amnually by Conecordia Publishing House, These sermons are writ-
ton exclusively by Misscuri Synod clergymen. Assuming that those who buy
them, read then, they constitute a relatively reliable gause of kissouri
Svnod preaching. To the extent that these sermons may de not only read
but alsoc incorporated into a given pastor’s sermon, the degre2 of repre-
sentativeness increases. Protestant preaching is representsd by the ser-

mons of the Pulpit Digest, a monthly magazine circulated chiefly among

“rotestant clergymen. Its sermonz are authared mrincipally by Protestant
clergymen. The term "Protestant" is used to define those Christians in
the United States forming denominations which are neither Roman Catholic,
branches of the Eastern Church or Lutheran. Sermons appear in the Pulpit
Digest, on occasion, by Jewish Rabbis. Although even these sermons have
an effect upon Protestanti=sm, they cannot be said to be representative,
and are for that reason not included in this study. The Pulpit Digest
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organized labor . . . believe in the redemption of the whole of society."”
The task of ceusing thie ikfingdom %o come is further explained by his
woxrde,

The mission of organized labor, if I understand it, is, in the last

analysis, idsntical with that of orgenized religiong that is, to

develop from our liberal religious beli!iefs a progrem which will a-

chieve the kingdom of heaven on esarth,.

Another prevaelent solution advanced by the Pulpit ligest s=ermons is
opltimi=n., This is especially noticeable in the ssrmons on war. Con-
versely, the prime evil i pescinisme The followlng exprsssions ars
characteristics "It can be done! . . . It is Ehisg spirit that wlll
bring in a bebter world which we must never dsspair of attaining, n5

tho answers for wihich we are searching are mare likely to steal in

on us unawares,; through some unexpected chammel, and, according %o

the saying used in the lew Testgment about the coming of the King-

dom, like a thief in the night.
VWith this emphacis on ootimicm there is a peculiar conception of faith,
It iz not regorded as one's relationsinip to God but rather a man's re-
lationship to the impossible. It is a willfvl ignoring of all pessimis-
tic factual data. The following quotation calls specific attention o
such use of the term: YQuite obviously, we need falth--note that worde-

that wer is not inevitable."?

A nebulous use of Scriptural language is & so prevalent. The

bgermit Fby, "Religion and Lsbor," Pulpit Digest, XXX (Avguet,
1951), 27. .

SThomas Franik Hudecn, "The Valley of Lry Bones," Pulvit Digest,
XXXVI (May, 1956), L0, Skt E

6Rol1and ¥, Schloerb, "Do We Want Peace?," Pulpit Direst, XXAVII
(Hovember, 1956), LO.

TRobert G, Middleton, "Give me Tomorrow," Pulpit Digest, XXXITI
(¥ay, 1952), 26.
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gpirit of Christ" is particularly subject to such treatment. One
preacier describes this spirit as the spirdit of truth, discipiine, trust
and adventure.® As grounds for the last item, he refers to Christ's
adventure in the big city at the age of twelve, Another writer, without
cver defining his terms, $2lls his hearers: "Shoot owr clvilization
through and through Witk the spirit of Christ."? A% other times the
Biblical language ie not only used in a nebulouns way but is opanly used
to carry a different meaningz. The following is the langnage of the atone-
ment but noi the message.

¥ie have been boupht with a price. Whal a price it was! Vhen the

flag was fired on at vumter « « o « And America has her }'%orial

Day, set apart for the salvation and rebirth of nHur mution.
(1italics mine)

teveral sermons speak of the need of obtaining and "life of Christ"
or of aoplying the Christian Uospel to the problem, but do noit; in fact
o so. This characteristic ic not peculiar to the sarmons of the Pulpit
Digect., Although it may be argued that a recognition of the need of the
Cospel ie better than ignoring it completely, this must not be confused
with preaching it. R. Ddward Dowdy illustrates the point with the fol-
lowing entry in the Pulpit Dicesh:

Today all across the land, thousends upon thousamis of American
preachers are seeking this day to point the everlasting Cospsl to-
ward the working man in America. « « « The solution liee in

8paniel D, Walker, "On being Afraid of our Freedom,” Pulpit Digest,
XXXVI (June, 1956), 3%

i1liam P. Vsughn, "Six Days for Labor," Pulpit Ligest, XXXV
(August, 1955), 20,

L0¢1arence Edward Macartney, “Their Name Iiveth Forever," Pulpil
Digeat, XXXII (HMay, 1952), 22.
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bringing the Christian Goapel to bear on the problems of labor.n

Other solutions proposed by the Pulnit Digest sermons to solve the

social problems of this age are best described as moralizing., They ex—
pound in detail the virtuse of integrity, truthfulnsss or statesmanship,
& germon on Christlan freedon says, "The only freedom on earth that can
save us now is under an authority of undebatzble imperatives . 2
!Lr;otller ; to 1llustrate the value of self-sacrifice, tells of a man who
studied seven years at Harvard University despite being hopelessly crip-—
pled and enduring excruciating paine With this training he translatad
the Pucdéhiet Scripturesz. ints English, In this way, he is said to have
"found happiness, becauss of his absorpiion in a task that had marﬂ.ng."13
A Pinal proposed solution which must be mentionsd is education,

The amazing thing is that az wo place imporiance on that which

gustains persons public education , we come to be more in line

with the creative purpﬁ:ea of God and therefore more stable in

our reactionz to life,

The Concordia Pulpit sermons exhibit a more consistent Cospel ap-

plication, Fleven of the fiftecn sermons contain some Cospel. However,

five of thesce contain only & minimm statement of Cospel, usually at the

113, Edward Dowdy, "Christien Labor Relations," Pulpit Digest, XXXII
('.':!ay, 1952)’ 32-

125arold B. Walker, "o We Want Freedom?," Pulpit Digest, XXII
(Ju!‘.'_’, 1952)’ b9,

13prederick M. Meek, "Happiness is not an Inalienable Right," Pul-
pit Digest, XXEII (June, 1952), 56. ¥

Wcharles €. Griffin, "Our Sense of Values," Pulplt Jizest, XXXVI
(February, 1256), 25.
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end of the semon. Two sermons illustrate this tendency most elearly.ls
In both cases only three lines in the final paragraph are devoted to a
Gospel statement, Others usze it only incidently to define 2 word such
as "righteousness." Another preacher's sole reference to the Cospel is
used to chow a Christian his duty,
fat the vhole point of Christian stewardship is that we are not our
ovny we are bought with a price; the precious blood of the Son of
.aod, and we'd better aclmovledze the lordship of him who paid it,
That means being obedient to His will, and when you inquire what
that will is, you find that it means being interested in % He
wos interected in, and giving yourself to that as He did,
This trait of wminimum Cosvel content, which occurs in one third of the

Tifteen Concordia Pulpit sermons examined in this study, advances itseslf

as a aistingmuiching characteristic of lisscuri Synod preaching on ssecial
issues. A possible explanation is that the editors of the Concordia
Pulpdt have the policy that each entay contain some such statement.

L very thorough presentatlion of God's message of salvation is con=
tained in other sermone, Ons euch sermon written by Kenneth R. Hoffmann
conbains refaerences to Chriet's perfect life, His williul suffering,
derth mnd sepsration from the Yather, resurrection and subsequent glory
and power, the substitutionary character of these acts and the seal of
these pifts given in the Lord's Su_a'_oer.l7 Though, in soms cases, the

Cospel iz not presented as an integral part of the message, there are

1%jalter Fo Troeger, "Peace With Others," Concordia Pulpit, XXVI
(1955), 235.
H;rbert Berner, "ialking the Family Christien," Concordia Pulpit,
XzvI (1955), 306.

164 crbert ILindemann, "Lebor Day Sermon," Concordia Pulpit, XXITI
(1952), L29. D |

17%enneth R, Hoffmann, "The Christian Calling in Daily Work,"
Concordia Pulpit, XXVIIX (1957), Looft.
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also instances where such is the case. Reinhold A, Hingst gives an
example in a Hemorial lay sermon,

Yes, there was also a "heartbreak ridge" for owr Lord, located

not in Korea, btut on the rugged, wind-swspt slopes of Colgotha. . « »
However, just as the sons and daughters of America have died on
battlefields because of sin, s0 dare we never forget that Christ
Jesus had to die on Cﬁvat-::r bacause of sin--had to die for your

sing anc Minee ¢ o o

Three of the four sermons which do not employ the CGospel as the
dynamic for improvement, do mention the need for 1%, or they speak about
that Cospel. The following example la typlecal:

Bub it is only the Cospel of Christ that is able to overcome the

divieione rooted in the human heart, This it does by calling all

ginnere to one Calvary, tc stzand in true repentance on the same
lovel before one cross, tc behold their ine Savior and Lord, and

to accapt His verfect atonemsnt for all, 9
The one remaining sermon which feils to preach the Cospel makes the omis-
elon more evident, Here the =siution proposed is eduvcation., It is reli=-
gious education which is suggested, but thiz religion is described in the
words of the preacher ag law,

One sure way of promoting rightecusness and fichting egainst un-

righteousnecss, the cause of national decay, is to have the children

learn the fundamentele of the Christian religion, Indivicuals and
the church must teach thelr children precept upon precept, line

upon line, the commandments of the Lord God and the wonderful truths
of His holy Yord.<Y

18Reinhold A. Hingst, "The Christian Significance of Hemorial Lay,"
Concordia Pulpit, XXV (195Lh), Lo2.

mprich H, Heintzen, "St, Paul on Humen Relations," Concordia Pulpit,
XZVIXY (1957), 306.

20;oorge Wittmer, "Our Program of Christian Education," Concorsia
Pulpit, XXVI (1955), .



CHAPTFR VII
SUIMART

Several characteristics have becoms morc obvious as the proaching
of one group was contrastec with the other., The difference in the fre-
guency with which each body gives direct attention to zoclal issues from
the pulplt is espacially evident, The Pulpit Digest preachers devote

five iimes as many sernmons to this area. The Pulpit Digest preachers

are likewize, decidedly more bold in dealing with controversial social
isaues,
In studying the effectiveness with which those two bodies treat

gocial issues, credits are dlvided. The Pulpit Digest may be said to

fulfill the first criterion slightly better than the Concordia Pulpit,

although both show deficlenciea, Both are equally wide of the goal set
by the second criterion, while the Concordia Pulpit exhibits great ful-

£illaent of the third and fowrth critaria,

The preachers of both groups of ten generalize and utilize many
bfoad truths, which may indicate that thelr grasp of the subject is not
exceptional, It has been obssrved that the preachers of the Pulpit

Digest are better informed than those of the Concordlia Pulpit, but this

difference might easily be exaggerated by placing too high & premium on
quantity, However, in both cases verbosity is often the companion of
self-evident truths and generalizations. Uoth bodies are likewise neg-
ligent in speaking Cod's judgment to the individuals before them. Ap=-
proximately one third of the sermons of each group ars devold of malady
preaching., Only three sermons of each group express the basic malady of
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man. EBoth groups preach predominantly "non-offensive" sermons in waich
they avoid the law and troublesome ctatements. A differcnce is seen in

the Pulpit Dizest preachere' tendency to become umnecessarily pariisan,

The Pulpit Digest sermons evidence a lowier reogard for Scripture.

This is atiested to by the fact that a little over half of the sermons
o not state a Biblical text. One gquotes a text from the Cettysburg
Addreas, HNone use the text throughout the sermon and five disregard it
entirely, Many diow a lack of Biblical orientation, All the Concordia
Pulpit sermons, on the other hand, state a text, and only tws cisregard
the toxt they chcose., HNearly half; however, treat the text casually,

On the final point of comparison, the Concordia Pulpit is superilor

to the Pulnit Ligest., Floven of her sermons contain soms Cossel, al-

thouvgh five of these sloven revesl only 2 minimum, In contrast, only

tws of the Pulpit ligest sermons contain Goapel.

There are certain facts presented in this study which may be signi-
ficant for the itissouri Syncd. The most obvious is that she should
seriouoly qguestion whethier she has been giving enouzh attention to the
proolen of society. Then, in examining the quality of her attention,
=he must acquaint herseli with the facts so that she can preach to an
honestly troublesonme asnect of the problem. She must also become more
bold in addressing the more controvereial issues and brave in spezking
Cod's judgment of sin, Finally, her supremacy in Scriptural ané Gospel
preaching must not lead her to excuse her deficiencies also in these

areage
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