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CHAPTER I 

I HTRODUCT!ON 

Christianity , it it :ta to make any- impact upon a pereon, must speak 

to his neecis and problems in a changing socie1i;'. The tollaid.ng stud¥ is 

haeed on t h iE supposition a nd in t he sama suppooition it finds its reason 

f or ~ t:l.otc nca . The µ111•µ0 -=e of t his study i s to supply a measuring de'Vise 

t o indi. cats both the frequency and P.1'.f'ecM.veness l"r.i. th whi ch the liissouri 

~'llod ha bean rala.ti ng Chri s t i anity to the social situation of her peo­

·r>l • 1 t i s not a prim.._"U"y goal t o meas ure the progress of Protos tantiera 

in the same ".Tay . Protestant i sm is repr~sented rather as o control-ele­

r.1ent ' >y which tho Mi::: s ouri Synod mi{',ht either contraat or identify her-

3elf'. Any 1' aul ts or Protestant preaching &re illu.'llinated, not tor po­

l e:ni cal ree BOn e, but rather ped~gogical. 

A social i s sue, as i i.- i s 1•ef'er1•ed to in this paper, is a s1 tuation 

which affects the physical well-being 0£ t he populace as a t'1hole. Thus, 

a sermon on Chris tian educat ·on which stres ses its content and importm1ae 

.for a person's etex·nal salvat ion i s not r egarded as a social. iseu.e. How­

ever , i f Christian C?duca tion is advocated as being useful in eliminating 

juvenile delinquency, it i s included i n this etuey; Similarly, the 

Chri s tian home ma:f be regarded as a means of promoting the Christian 

:,-owth of its members and thu& not be concerned about the populace as a 

miole. On thEJ other bQ1ld, it, may be regarded as instrumental in reduoillr 

crime, mental illness, am vagrancy and thus come within the purview of 

this otuey. Though a mission sermon may be c:11rected at improving the 

lot of the unbelievers or tbe populace as a \Thole, 1 t is not concerned 
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primariq TJi.th the:tr yhysical well-being and is1 thoref'ore1 not quali1'1ed 

ao a sermo11 on a S'Jcial isf.'ue. 

It is recoantzed that th~ Church meets the needs ot its members 1n 

numerous waya . Pr"JSching is only one ot them. This smdy confines it­

aeJ.f to + ... lie area of preac:hir.g. In doing ·so1 it is this writeris opinion 

th:it he is exa.-m.ning one of the most of'.fective avenues through which the 

meesage ot t he Church may bo related to people· confronted by social prob­

l em::,, and that preaching may "PIElll be an i ndicatlon at the ettec'tivenesa 

of the Church's voice in other areas of service. 

It mu2t also b2 r ecogni zed that this study is confined to repreaent­

at,i ve g1•oups or sermons . 'Ihe preaching o:t the !H.s sour1 Synod is repre­

sent ed by the s ermons in ~he Concordia Pulpit, a collection at sermons 

issuad annually b.r Concordia Publishing Houss. These sermons are writ­

t,m cclusivoly by 1.!ie oouri Synod clerg-,flllen . Aseuming 'ti:"'lat those who buy 

t h~m, r ead ther1, they- constitute a relatively reliable gauge of J:ii.ssouri 

Synod ;,reaching. To the f>..xtont that these sermons mas b\9 not on]Jr. read 

but also inccrporatod into a given pastor's sermon. the degree of repre­

sentativeness increaseo. Protestant preaching is represented by the zer­

Iilons or the Pulpit Dignst, a r.ionthly magazine circulated obieny- B!llong 

Protestant clergymen. Its sennons are authared irincipal]y by Pro'l;estant 

clergymen. The term nProtestantn is used to de.tine those Qn-iatians in 

the United States forming denominations which are neither Romn Catholic, 

branches 0£ the Eastern <hurch or Lutheran. Sermons a!)pear in the Pulpit 

Digest. on occaaion• by ·Jerlsh Rabbis. Although even these 1:1armons have 

an effect U!)on Protestantiem1 they cannot be said to be r epresentati'V\t» 

and are tor that reason not included in this stuct,. '!'be Pulpit Digest 











CHAPTER VI 

THE Ji'OURTK ClttT.t:m:ON OF l!FFEXlT:ZVEtiESS 

The f'inal criterion is that the Goapel be preached as the dynamic 

in ef't'ecting any impi•ovement. For th1.s stuc:t.Y". "Ooapel11 is defined in a. 

b~si c., z:iiniraum sense as any ref'ersnce t:> tihriat• s hiBtOl"ical act ot 

atonement in which God is t.1-ia actcn'. BesideB counting the sermons which 

actually contain Gospel.• t..ltis stuqy w.lll consider the effectiveness With 

v1hich i t is used as well as other dynamics which are proJ:.osed. Two ot 

·the twent,:,-soven _.i'ulnit. I:4.gest seraona contain Oospel., One of these is 

a very bl"ief' pret~ontution in a human-relat:S:ona sermon i n '!fhich Chr1ot1s 

cteeth ia ci teci as t.'ie basis or brotherhood.1 Tbe other eermon containa 

a clear and adequate preGentation of the Gosp~.l in both majar diviaions.2 

l n acidi t i on, this sermon correctly views the 1:1.ngcom o~ God in relation 

t~ social bett~rment. 

bu t <Jhristian Faith 1s not given :to govei•nmentsJ it is given to 
i ndividuals. To :;,reserve our way o£ lite• and to give hope to the 
world in a c;hangLng age, it is up to each of us to draw near to 
Christ--to let bim entei• our lives and to make us 1nr new creatures. 
Out o£ new creatures will come·. the now civilization. 

One o£ the twenty-five Pulpit !?1:Jest sermons which do not ireach 

Gospel illustrates the eoc!al-gospel conception of' t.'1e Xingdo.m or God. 

,'Ir. i:J>y sqa, "lie wno see t.)ie ccmmon task of organized 1·eligl.on and 

lAncirew L. Jcnssen. "Venturing 1n Brotherhood," Pill.pit Digest, xm 
(February, l9Sl), h4. 

2John w. Van lanten, "Chriatian Fa.1th 
lliffeDt• XXXIV (1.fq• 19~}• 2$. 

3J:bid., P• 32 • 
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arr;:a:niaed labcr ., .... believe in the redemption of tbQ who1e of socie'ti, .. 11 

The task of co.using this kinadom to come ia i'urther explained b,y hi.a 

worde:; 

The mission or orgard.zed labor, ii" I uncierstand it., is, in the l.aat 
analysis, i dentical ~1th that of' organized religlonJ that is, to 
develop from. our l.iberBl reli ious belief's a program which 'Will a­
chieve t he kingdom or lleaven on earth.4 

Another prevala11t sol.ution advanced by- the Pulpit tigest eerraona 13 

optimisn. ihis is espacielly noticeable in the sermons on war. Con-

v rsel,y, "i::he priille evil im pasai..'iti.sm. Tile! toll.owing e.-cpreaaona are 

charncteri stics "I t can o done I • • • It is @-1, ap:lrit that w.l.ll 

bring in a bettex· \'IOrld uhich we must never despair of attaining. 11S 

tho ansrre1•s f'or v1hich we are seara'li.ng are mare likely to steal in 
on uc una.\Tares, through s 0111e unexpected channel• and, according to 
the saying used in the 11et1 'l'eotgment about the co!llirl..~ of the Kins­
a.om, like a thief in the ni,jit. 

\' ith ttlis emphneia on optin1i :m thore is a peculi:n- conception of faith, 

It 1$ not r egardr.d as one • G relationship to God but rat.lier a man Is re-

1.atic,nahip to the impossible. It is a m.lll'11 ignoring at all pessimis­

tic raotuol data. T'ae tollowin~ quotation calls apeci1ic at.tent.ion to 

m:ch uoe of tha term: 11Quito obViouel.y. we need i'aith-note that word-­

that w:?r i s not inevitable.0 7 

A nebu1ous use of Scriptural language is a1 so prevalent. T'ne 

hKarm1t Eb:,, "Religl.on and Labor, 11 Pulpit Dipst. xm (Au,me,t, 
19Sl), 27. 

!i'l'homaa Franklyn Hudson. "The Valley of Dr,,- Bones. 0 Plll:oit Dipst, 
XXXVI (t.fa.v, 19S6) • 4o. 

6nol.land 'fl. Schloerb• "Do Y/e \7ant Peace?," Pulpit D:IJtest. IXXVII 
(?lovmber, 19;6), ho. 

7aobert o. Middleton, "Give me To.!DOl"rcnr, 11 PUl"Dit D:tqest, XXXIII 
(]l:!y. 19S2). 26. 
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11 spiri t of Cllrist" is pa:rticularl.y subject to such treatment. One 

preacher describes this spirit as thtJ ap1r1 t ot truth, diacipl.!ne, trust 

and adventura.8 Ae fll"ouncb.1 for tho last :ltan1 he refers to Cbriet•s 

adventure in the big city at the age ot twel.vo. Another 11l'iter1 111.thout 

over def'lm..ng his terms, t~llo his hearers, 11 f:hoot om- c:Lvllization 

throuy,h and through ,v1. th the spirit of Ohriat.n9 At ot?1or times the 

Biblical language is not only used in a nebuloua tn:r;y but is openly used 

to carry a dii".t'erent 1!\.'9ani.YJg. Tllo following is 1:he language ot the atone­

.nen1i but not the r.iessege. 

~1e have been boum t with a 'Ori.co. What a price it was! When the 
fiag ,vaa fi1•ed on at bu m ter • . • • Arid Ame1•ica haa her :~moria1 
Day ., sat apm-t for t he salvation and rebirth of ..,ur m:tion. 
(italics mine ) 

Several eer mona speak ·of the med of obtaining and ."life o! Christ" 

or of a!)P~~n~ the Christian Oospel u, tha problem, but do not, in fact 

cio so. Tllie character:lstic iG not peculiar to t he sermons ot the .Pul.p1t 

Dlqe : ~• Althougjl it may be argued that a recognition ot the need ot the 

Gospel is better t.1ta11 ignoring it COJ?L:?letftl31 this must not be c~sed 

m.th preacb1ng it. B. Edward DO'lrdy illustrates the point with the tol-

1om.ng entr.v in ti10 Pul-i,it Dieest: 

Today all across the land, thaa.smds upon thousams of American 
preac..l-iers are seek:ini thiu dq to point thc3 everlasting Gosp~l to­
ward tha norking man in .Ameri.ca •••• 'l'he solution lies in 

811an1e1 D. \1all::er, "On being Afraid ot our Preedom,n Pulpit Digaet, 
XXXVI (June, 19S6), 39. 

9wiutam P. Vaughn, "Six Da:,a tor Labor,• Pulpit 1!4i.est, X.XXV 
(August, 19SS), 20. 

10c1arence Emrarci iSacartney, unieir Name Liveth Forever," Pulpit 
Dlgeat,. XXXII (May-, 19.$2), 32. 
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b1'1,nging tho Chr.:1.stian Gospel. to bear on tho problems of labor.u 

other sol.utions proposed by the Pulpit Die:oat. sermons t,::, aolve the 

aocial. pi-oblens of this age ere best deocribed as moral.izing. They ex­

pound in detail. the vh•tues ot integr.L iv', tri1tbtulmss or statesmanship. 

A oermon on Chris tian treedo:n 2aya, 11 The only' freedom ~ ea:-th that ca."l 

Gave us now :i;s under an. authority of undebatable impm.•ativeo • • •"12 

Another~ t o illus trate th3 value of aell-sacritice, tells or ·a man who 

s tudied seven years at Harvard Univered. t:, despite being hopEllessly orip­

pl e d and on<iurtng exct•,ici-at-lng -pah1. With this training he translated 

t,ha Buddhi ut Scrip tureG , l.nw English. In this wa,;r, ha is said to have 

nr.ound happiness., becallse or his abeorptiou in a taslt that had mam.ng.al3 

A final prol)osed solution t.il:1.ch !fflUJt be mentioned is education. 

~rh- ama aing thing is t haij. as wo place iJ:lpartance on that which 
eus to.in:J persona public ed~cation , wo oomo to be more in line 
with tho creative purp~e:.. of God and therefore more stable in 
our reactions to lite. 

The Concordia Pul'c1t sermons e:xhibi t a more consistent Gospal ap­

plication. El.even ot the f'i.ft con sermorus contain some Gospel. However", 

.i'ive of these contain only a. minimum statement or Ooopel, usuall.T at the 

11H. F.dward Do1Tdy, "Chris tian Labor .Relations," Pulpit Digest, IDII 
(May, 19.$2). 32. 

l2aarold B. Walker, "Vo We Want Freedom?," Pulpit Digest, XXXII 
(Jum, 1952), 49. · 

13Frederick Pl. !leek, "Happiness 1s not an Inalienable Rir,it,11 ~ 
pit Digest, XXIII (Juno, 19S2)., S6. 

ll~Charles c. Ql"i.t.f'in.1 "OUr &mse of Values," Pulpit Digest, XXXVI 
(February, 1956), 25. 
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end o£ tho semon. i'wo sermons UJ.uatrate thio tendency most clear4'. 

In botl-1 oases only throe lines 1n the final parasraph are devoted t o a 

·ospel 3btemont. Other:.; use i. t only incidentl.y to define a wrd such 

as 11rie:llteousness.11 Another preacher's sole reference to the Oospe1 is 

used to choir a Chri&tian his duty. 

Put the ,1hole point of Chrl.stiar;, stmrardship is that we are not oui• 
0w11; we are bouwit with a price, the preciou:,;, blood ot the Son oE 
C',od, aid we'd better aclma.vleclge t."le lordship of him who paid it. 
'l'hgt, means beL,g obed1e1 t to His Tdll, and \'Then you inquire mat 
th.et 'Will is, you find that ii; means being interested in ygat He 
was intereated in, and ei,Ving yourself to that as He did. 

T'ais trait of minimwn Gospel content, nhich occurs in one third or the 

fifteen Ccmc01·dia P1:llcit sermons examined 1n this study, adva."lces 1tael£ 

a a c,istinmu.r-nin-::; characteristic of a.ss:>uri Synoti preach~ on social 

issues. A possible explanstian is that the a<iitors of the Concordia 

Pul:pit have tb.e policy thai; eacb ont.17 contain eo,i e such statement. 

P. very ·:.borough ?Jret:entation of Cbd1 o message o:t salvation is con­

tained in other sermons. On~ such sermon written b7 Kenneth R. Hof'fmann 

contains r eforoncos to Cbriet•s per£ect 11i'e., His l'lil.l.t"'Ul. suf.tering., 

dee.th smci separation from tlle Jlather., reSUl'J"ection and sttbaequent gl.01"7 

ano. po;1cr., the substitutionary characte:r or these acts and the sea1 ot 

these gifts given in the Lord's Supper.17 Though, in soma cases., the 

Ooepel ia not presented aa an ir,tegra1 part of the m9saage., tnere are 

l!iv/aJ.ter F. 'l'roeger, npeace With othars,0 Concordia Pulpit., llVI 
(19SS), 23S. 

Herbert Derner, " ,!ak:ing the Famiq Christian•" Concordia Pulpit, 
llVI (19SS), 306. 

16aerbert Lindamann, "Labor ~ Se..-mon., 11 Conoord:i.a Pul-oit., XII !I 
(1952), l.&29. 

l7r nneth a. Hot.tmarm., "The Cbristian Calling 1D Dal.11' Tlork," 
Conco:rc:lia Pul;pit., llVUI (19S7), 409tt. 
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also instances where such i s the case. Rm.mold A. Hingst g1 vea an 

exampl e i n a Uemorinl JJay sermon. 

Yes. there was also a "heartbreak ndge" f'or our Lord• located 
not in Korea, but on tha ruggod» Ti'ind-nept slopes of G.:>lgotha •• 
HtP1cwer, just ae t be sono and caughters ot Amei~ica have died on 
batt.lefielde becnuse of sin, so dare ?:a never £crget that Cbriat 
Jeous had ·to die on C~var;v becauee of sin--hrld to die for your 
sins and !ll:ins ••• •" 

• • 

Tbree of thG four sermons which do not empl07 the Gospel as the 

d·tnc.mic £or improvemont.11 do mGntion the .!!!.!!! £or it, or the:, upeak ~ 

·I.hat C':0opsl. 'rhe fc,Uam.nr~ example io t;,pical.: 

!3ut. it is on1y the C~spr.-). of' (,'hr1 st that is able to overcom the 
div:i.m.ono rooted in tha human hoart. This it docs by calling all 
si nner s to one l1alvar1, . t o ste.nd in true repentanoe on the same 
l ovel be.tore om cross, to behold their ine Savior and Lord, and 
w accopt His !,,e1•f'ect atoner!!9nt for all. 9 

1'he one 2·el!l.:uni..'lg sermon v:ilica f'eils to prea<k'l the Cbspel mkos the o.'Dis­

sion more evident. Here the solution proposed is education. It 1a reli­

gious education Tlhich i s m.13gested, but this religion is described in the 

woz-ds of the preacher as law. 

One :-,ure ,•;ay of promoting righteousness ano fighting agaL,st un­
righteouanas31 the cause ot national decq, is to have the ohlldron 
learn the funciamentals of the Christian ralig:Lon. Indiviciual.s and 
the church :?aust teac."1 their children precept upon precept, line 
upon line, the CO:"IL'D.andl!1ants of the Lord God and the wonderfUl. truths 
of His h~ly Ylc,1•d. 20 

18Reillhold A. li1ngst, "The Christian Signif'ioance of lfm.orial. uq," 
Concordia Pulpit, XXV (19521.), li02. 

l9&ich H. lieintzen,. 11St. Paul on Human Relations,• Concordia PUlpit,. 
XX.VIII (19$7), 306. 

20George Wittmer, "OUr Program of Christian Bciucation, 11 Co~raia 
Pulpit, llV! (l.9$), 4.J>. 



CHAP'l'm VII 

SU"a&IARY 

81:Woral characteriatlci:. havo becoM lil0re obvious as the proaching 

or ons croup was contra &teci 1d. th the other. '!he difference in the fre­

q.umcy ni th whic."'1 cmch body g:i.vea direct attention to :social isBUaa from 

·the pulpit. :Ls especialzy evident . The Pulpit DiReflt preachers devote 

five times s MSi'\Y sermons t-:, t hio area. The Pulpit Digest preachers 

ai-e likE!ili Ee, deci dedly DJ.ore bold in ciealing •R1:t h ccmt roversial social 

issues. . 
! n stiJeying t he e!fect.1 veneas w.l th which thosa two bodias t.reat 

soci al i s sues, credits are divid.d. The Pul.pit Digest may be said to 

Zul.t'ill t.llo fir et cri tm•ion sl ightly better than the Concordia fulpit, 

a l 'tl"lough both show doi"icienc:lea. Both are equally wide of t he goal set 

by the eecond cr1-:;erionJ1 while tho Concordia Pulpit exhibits great tul.­

fillment of the third and t oui•th orl tariti. 

The pree.chera or both gz-oupa often gom.""ralize and utili ... e mny 

broad truths,. which may 1nd1c2.te that their grasp of the subjoct is not 

e:captional. It has been 0b s 9rved tha~ the preachers ot ·t,be P\ll.pi.t 

Digest are better inf'ormed than those ot the Concord:La Pulpit, but th:l.a 

dif'tsrence might eas~ be exaggerated by placing too high a pramium on 

quantity. Hcmever• in both cases verbosit y :ls otten the companion of 

selt-evi.dent truths and ge.'"l.eralizationa. Uoth ~dies a.re likewise neg­

ligent in speaking God I s judgment to the 1nd1 viduals before them. Ap.. 

proximately one third ot the csermona or each group are cievoid ot .ulady 

preaching. 0~ three sermon& of each group express the bam.c malact, of 



uian. Both groups reach. preG.ominontl.T "non-oti'ensive" seraons in llhich 

thq avoid the la:w and troubl.oaa.na otatementa. A di.t'f'arence 1s seen in 

the Pul.pit Di;~e!,t; preachers• tendency to become unnecessarily partisan. 

The PulJ>i t Di~e:11! sermm1fl Gvidonco a lower res:11.•d for Scripture. 

'l'his is attested to 'by the £act that a little ovw halt of the ae1'!!10JUJ 

oo not state R Biblical text. One quotee a text froi!l the Oettyaburg 

Addreas . i'1one u~e t he text tbrouf,hout the sermon and f'ive disregard it 

entirely. · ony aha.. a lack oi' Biblical orientation. All the Concordia 

Pulpit sermons, n tlle othe bttnd, state 2. te.."<t• and on~ two dilJl"egard. 

t...~e t s:xt t hey cllcose. llearly half'• ho-:,ever, treat the text casual:q. 

On 'l-:he f':Lnal point 0£ compariaon, the Concordia Pul:pit is sUl)erior 

t o thA Pul.10it lli.ges t . El.oven o! her sermons contain solll9 Gos9el, al.­

thour;h f'l v of' these elovon 1•eveal onl.y' a mim.:num. In contrast, onJ¥ 

two cf t.ho ~~ulpi t Dige~t smr:nons contain Ooapel. 

Tb.ere ere cartain facts presented in this l!ltuqr which 1lltl)" be signi­

ficant for the lti.ssouri Synod. The most obv.lous 1s th.a.1~ she s!lould 

e01•i1Jt10].y queGtion whether she has been giving enout1Ji attenUon to the 

-problP-11 of society. Then, ir1 examining the quality of her attention, 

2.he must acquaint nersolt ,.,1th the facts: so that she can preach to an 

honestly troublesome uS!)Oct of tho problem. She aust also becoza more 

bold in addrossing the more controvereial iaeuea and bravo in apeald.ng 

C!od's judgment of sin. Finall,y, her supremacy in Scriptural anci Gospel 

preachin,,. must not 1.ead her t,o axcwse her de.fioioncies also in these 

areas. 
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