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IIDN than he could bear. 

In the York plq 'llh1ch �i�n�c�l�u�d�e % � the •ae.one ot Jmu• tu autlaor 

haa Judal!!I., in a pathetic saene, ooae to Pilate to 'be1 h1a to tree Jnua 

My tidings are troublesome, I tell JDII, 
Sir Pilate, tllerefol'8 must I prq--
My- Master., llhora once I would Nll~, 
Good lord, let him go on his vq.z.! 

Diere are nuaerous examples within the �c�f�C�]�.�e % � at mat �I�I�N % � to 'be 

ettorts to instruct the audience. Ona of tbeae inlltanaea occUN in tbe 

Tavneley Cycle in the play �d�e % �a�r�i�b�i�n�g� the ••tins o£ t.he 7cnma Jema 

and the doctors in the 'l'eq>le. Hare Jeau• ukes a detailed reaita1.ian 

ot the Ten ConJmandmento. Another technique wq likevi11e be didaotic in 

intent, nainel.7., that or reiterating put evanta and bringing toget.her 

in cne stor,r vari_ous avent11 which properly do not 'belona there. 1hua 

1n the York pl9¥ on th.e jndpen+, t.118 aoaomt ot the Cl'll01.t1zian :la 

· repeated tv:lce.23 

An example of bringing together Yal"iODa nenta into me at.arr 1a 

found in the York plq' deaaribing the mtnnae of Jena into J81'11aal•• 

In thia p~ t.'la porter who givea the diam.plea J)lll'lliaaion to bOl"l'W 

the ua apreada throughout the cit,J' the new of Cbriat• a COllina• .&a 

the townspeople gather together to mra:lt Bia approaoll t.h97 talk to one 

another of the �r�e�p�o�r�t % � ot llll"aalea tbat Jeaaa bu dcne. 1be7 apeak �~� 

tha feeding ot the five thouaand, the ah•aa, ac of the water into 'Ill.De, 

the tact that Jema vaa able to make com ll'Olf vitlaaat. the UM ot a 

22fork • .xnn:, �1�1�n�1�1 % � 152-lSS. 
23Ib1d•• XLVIII, line 27 and l.1nN 25Jtt • -
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P1ow,24 the raising ot' tho dead• and the .tact that Jena vu the 

Pl'Olllised prophet.2S 

In this s ame plBif atill another approach is used to OOAVQI a bo=v­

of information to t he audience. Thi.a occurs as Jena 1a riding to 

Jerusalem on the ass. Along the va, He meeta, first or all, tbe bl.ind 

man (lines 2881".) whose ator,y is recorded in the tven1iieth chapter of 

the Gospel according to St. Matthmr. 1hen Jesua 1119eta the lame man 

(line 3.58), possibly the one apolcen at in the Atth ahapter or the 

Gospel according to st. John. 1inaJJT Jeaaa meets Zaaaheaa (line 392) 

froa chapter nineteen ot the Oospal aaaording to St. Luke. 

As tl1e oonalud.ing statement o.t this section on the aouraea or the 

plqa and their uses., the judpent of Katharina Bates is appropriates 

The miracle cycle, then, haa £or ita fundaental •t.iar,.al the 
Chris tian .t'aith, crudely oomprehended., gi'f81l1 with atartu.ng 
realism., personal embodiMnt and pb,yaioal mTiroment, 
&pr:l.nkled over v.lth J.esenda and anaahron:latlo touches or l"Ql'&l. 
English l i fe, 791; still 1n eaaential feature the Cbriattan 
hiatory .26 

The Varicma !eaaldnp 

Creation and the .f:"all 

ihe plays dealing 'Id.th the creation general~ begin vi.th a short 

llpNch by God in which Be deelaNa Ilia character. For ev-;ple, the 

Ccmmtry C,Ole has God dllalare tbeaa 'IIOJ"Cla to the mdienaes 

24J:b:ld., XXV I llnea 137•138. PouibJ.1' tb:111 :la a ld.nDderatandllJc 
~ the lSiribi.e or the saver. 

2Sib1d •• lines 134-lSk■ -
2tiftat.her1ne Bates, !!!• ~•• P• l?S. 
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I am oo fon~ god • in pera~ t.laN 

ltrv't "'in oo aubstavna.27 

1he actual acts ~ the creation tollav the bibUGal aoaomt. quite 

oloaeq. In t he Coventr,r O,cle Goel canoludes the lllx dqll ot onatian 

and on the seventh imgoaes the re■t. and the vonb1p ot the Sabbatbt 

And all .,mo tllat cease ot laboring here 
The seventh <ta¥ w1 thout tear 
And ,,10rsh1p me in good manner 
They shall in heaven have endleH peaca.28 

The position ct the angal.B and pantoul.arly ot Luolter 111 outlined 

at 80118 l engt..'1. in nost of the ayclaa. 1hara were or1g1n&l.1¥ Dine 

Ctort) or ten ('?ownele7) orders ot angels. In tbe latter. o.,ale it i• 

noted t."lat one te.'lth ot each angelic ordar tell vJ.t.h Luoltu.29 .A.t 

tirst Luaif'er is e.coorded conm.dera'ble reapeot b7 the otller ange1a. 

'Ibo cberubira, f or example, deal.are that th..,. have bND created bright. 

by God., but tlu:.t God has lll&da Lucifer even br'...ghter.30 Bnoounaad. bJ' 

nab pr&iso Luci fer dares to s1 t on Goel' a throne 1n Ria abNJI081 moll 

to the despair of the majori v ot the angela • .31 .And 'beoaue of thi■ 

n'bellion against God Luoiter is aent to hellJ and at Id.a dlparture the 

earth beoomea darlc.32 

God proposes to make un so that b.e Id.pt be a creature to 'bring 

27cOYent.r,:. I, llnea 12-13. 
28Ib1d., lines 13.5-138 ( tranellterated) • -
29Townel!l.,, I, line 2S7. 

lOibid., line 68. -
31~., line lOJ. 

~°lh I, line 148. 1'ld.a 1dN ■ta• undaab~ f'l'OII t.lle etpDl-
GIJ ot er., •light-'bZ"J.ngel'.• . 
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Pft1ae to Go:i, t.o worship and to 1cm, God alvqa. But 1n ordal" to 

0ounteract man's pride God declares that He vill tom man 011t ot the 

daat ot tile earth.33 Man's state 0£ bliss vaa 'ffll7 abort-lived. .Adaa 

and Eve were placed into the Garden ot Eden 1n earlJ llm'IWIIJ bT noon 

t.h"-' had i'allen.34 The f'all vu the result of the ml MCb:Snatlon ~ 

Satan. Several of' the cyclaa deacr1be the mtivat1on vhicb pziompted 

Satan to tempt man to al.n. In tbe York series Satan :la presented u 

boing jealous over the tact that Ood intends to tab on the nature ~ 

IIIIUl rather tha."1 that of' an angel. Hance Satan approaches he 1n order 

to upE1et God• s purpose.JS 

In tb.e Chester account 1 t is because ot Oll'91' tba,t Satan seek■ 

raan•e foll; f or F-11 has been given muta17 over the eartbl.y' parac:1188. 

Satan aqs, 

By Belzabubl Shall I nover blyn [atoi 
'1)-ll I :uq make him b;r a01111 QDll9 
From that place tor to tvYn 
And tresi-,ace u did I • .36 -

In the Coventr;y C7cle, attar he hacl led :be 1ato 111n, Satan can­

taaaea to God that it vaa enq vhicb led Ida to do this, 8fff7 beaau•• 
MD should live above tbe sJr;r vbeN he anae 11Tecl.l7 fld.■ s•• to 

aaaut that the Oard.en ot Iden ia tbm&bt ot in so• inatmaes aa 

being located i.n heaven., or at least in a dittennt locale t.haD on tin■ 

3~., III, lines 19-66. 

Jllibid., VI, lines 89.,0. -
35Ibi.d., V, lines l-22. -
36oh.ater D, II, 11nu 173-176. 

l70onntn, II, llnes 317tt. 
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eeth. Support is gi•1en to th111 postd.bllitq by the reterence in the 

York Cycle in t,hich God announcee to an angel that beam• or their 

Bina Adam and Eve are to be bani.abed to l!lidcll.e-eath.38 

But as they are banished from Paradi■e the Seraphilll v.1.th the 

0.a,ntng sword otters hope to the 11innar11. Tbq will not enter Paradise 

13a1n 

Til a child or a maid be born 
And upon the rode rent and tom 
To save all that 7ou have lQtt 
Your 'h-aalth tor to re11tore.Jj 

ftle Chester Cycle makes apecit.Lo re.terenae to the Protavangel u Ood 

&qa to Satani 

And ennvtto betwixt, 7'N two 
Renee f'o1 .. th I will make. 
Betwixt tlley seade and hvli also 
I shall oxey-te sorrow and woeJ 
To breake tbiY' heada and be thT .toe 
She shall have ma.yatry' 8,78. w-

'DJe York series on the oreat.1.on and the tall 1a notnor~ beoauN of 

its al.111ost cooq,lete laak ot a retennae to hope or prold.lle tollcnr.lng 

the tall into sin. ibe group ot plqa on this top1a uwplJ' enda llitb 

ha sorrowfullT aaoepting the reapomd.bilitq tor the tan.bl 

ihere are several rat'arencea vi tb:1n the plq• that nnae the idea 

ot ori.ginal sin. In the Ccmmtr., plq on the Pur1ticaU.on SiMan hean 

.38toric. V, l1na ~. 

l9Coventq. II• liaea j?b-377 (tnuliterated). 

lt>Cha•ter D• II• line• JOJ-308. 

Ura. VI, lines l$6f.t. 
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t.lMI angels sq of Jeaua a 

i'he cvrknea of 017gynal QDIIII 
He xal [shall) make l,yght and oJ.aret)lt.42 

In the Cheater Cycle Ood announoea to loah alter t.be fl.ooch 

Warry Eerth will I no more 
For mans synne that greyea • sore; 
For o:t youth man 1\111 7ore 
Has byn ena~d to qna.43 

In the play which relates the arrival ot t.he Wise Jfen at tile court, ~ 

Herod one ot the doctors of Herod• a oourt .f:l.nda a propbeay ot Daniel 

llhioh Bql'I that a holy one aboal.d cou 'llho• plU'pOlle 1 t, vould be 

Out of Satans band to dalyuer all manld.nd. 
Whom s1nne original p1tiol1al,y d1d b;vnde.Wi 

Raglll'd1J18 the question aa to the reuon vby the blind an vu thua 

attl.1.ated Jobn asks Jesusa 

Was ainne the cause or1g1nall, 
Wherin we be conaa1Tad all, 
That thi s blynd man was bn>Wdit in thrall, 
Or hia tortathers o.tfenaaT!i., 

Person of Christ 

The two nature■ ot Christ, Bia buMD and Bia d1T1Da, an bot.II 

Nt forth 1n the cya].ea. Thia ia perbapa _.t, ola&l'lT :lndlaatad b,r a 

puaaga 1'1-om the plq 1n vbiah t.he ,aang JaB1111--■ vlth the dootora 

int.ha Temple and uplaiDa to th• the natve or Illa orJ.giD. Jeau 

!a20cmmtg;, rn, linaa 1,7.1,e. 

J&lohaater D, III, llnaa l17•J20. 

lal&n,14., VIII, llnea 287-288. 

lo!!!!!!•, XIII, line■ "8-Sl■ 



tall.a theita, 

I ans of dobyl byrth and dob;rl lenage.b6 

Occasionally apocryphal miracl.Go aro introduced t.o lel-1 IRlppart; to the 

811pernatural qu&lity ct Jow.s' nature. Thus when Kar., and Joseph 

8P1>roa.ch the Tom:ple for ?-%&zy1s Purif'ication Maeon 1101',a■ vith llOlldar 

fllat the ?empl e bells begin r1l1E.~ns b7 thalUelvea.47 

But this divine nature of Jesua was .not in~ended to be l'8V'ealed 

to Sat!lll. In ordor that the !'act that it wu ~ha Son of Ood who vu to 

be bom ot ifar_y might be concealed troa Satan, God so &rr&Qled that a 

human being, Joseph., should take Mary as his vile. 'lhus Gatan wald 

be 111.w.ed. 48 

There is a. p:xrticular preoccupation in theae plqa with both the 

original. concept ion and t."le virgin birth. These happeld.Dg• are oloael.¥ 

associated by t uo authors witll the two natures or Cbriat Hillllelt. 'l'Jma 

it is considered to b& be7ond hwlan understanding that, God should unite 

in Mar,- the three elements ot Godhead, aaidaQboocl, encl aan.'8 In tlae 

Puritication play Simeon opens the pJ.a.y by 1111111D1 to hiaelt on the 

c:Clllling Savior and the difficulty of believing the 1110rda o£ tbe prophet 

who ■aid that a v1.rg1n would conceive vithau.t the help of an. !bere­

tore Simeon determined that he vculd ■arapa avq tbe wcru •a v1rg1n• 

froia the page and replace th• with t.be vcrd■ na good mma11.• 811~ 

b6corentrz. XXI, line 157. 

47Tovne1ey. XVII, 11m llJi. 

48rort, XII, Unea 251. 
49lb1d., lines l0,S-108. -
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after ho discovers to hia e■■12■1nt that the wl'da •a T1rpn• ban re­

turn&ci to the ar,e in bright red lettera.SO 

A veiled threat for those vho quest.ion the Yirgin birth la 1D­

oludad 1n the Chester pl.q on the 'NaUviv 1n vhiah ane ot the ad.cl­

wiTes attending Mary dc,ubts the etorr ot tbe YirD-11 btrt.h. Jlcnnmno., 

u she is .toll.owin,; the stage directim, !!!!!_ &alw tentabit tuyEe 

Miriam ;n ~ !ecreto, she ill conn.need ot her error aa her hand 1a 

par&:qzed in mid-air.Sl 

Salvation 

'ft1o teachings regarding aalTat:l.on aan be oleaaitled rou~ into 

two groups: teachings regarding hov aalYat.ion vu e.ahlned tor •nJ and 

teachings regarding the wq 1n wicb aal.Yatl.on ia obtained b7 t.lle 

individual. 

J.i·1rst, regarding the bringing ot ul.Tat.ioa to aen, it 1a teugbt 1n 

these pia,-s that above all else this vu an aotton orl&lnat1111 111 tb 

Ood. In tile Prophete• plq of Townel.81', in lfhioh tbe propheoiea ot the 

cOllling Mesoiah are retold, Dlniel a,■, 

1herfor w,yll god apon ya Nlf[h&Ye -ro.iJ, 
And his son 00IRl8 aencl 
Ini.o erth, naah to talc•• 
fliat is all .tor oure ._, 
Oure trespaa to amnd.52 

!be aat of salvation mioh Jeaua vu to per.fora inaludad the wercmdllg 

ot the Gin of Adam. On the c~•• Jama cries out to H:1■ bu~ l'atb.-, 

SOChester D, XI, line■ 1-$9. 

Slibid., VI, lines S!6-S60. --
S2rowne1v VII, lines 224-228. 



Rare to death I oblige • 
l'rom that sin Il-••• Ada'a.)to a&Te wnJdnct.Sl 

What vaa actually involved in overaom.ns t.he a1n ot Adu 18 explained 

bJ' the lhpoai. tor of ' the Cbaatar Oyale, 1'ho acta u a t,pe ot ao1111BD• 

tat.or _on the happenil;lgs 1D the dl'ua. He deal_..•, on the bul■ ot st.. 
O:rego17, that in the Tuptation JeB11• overaaa Satan bJ' na:ln1Da tba 

•w three si ns to which Adam fell viaUa, a■Ml1', slut~, Ya:IA• 

gl.o17, and covetouaneaa.S4 

<hr.tat• a vork of aal.vatl.on alao taa■ on t.be upeot ot a aaoJ"1.f.l.oe. 

!he infant born of Mary-, accord1ng to a doctor at tile oourt of Herod, 

vaa later to uave 111enldJ1d bJ' 

!)tiering b,Jl,t aelte 1n aaorJ.fiae for MDJdnda■ otf'enae, r!r! 

Which from heuen vu exiled through bia great■ Delligwe.-'-' 

1here is considerable at.re• placed on the faat tb&t Jena·• aotion 

vu that done by' the innocent tar thoae vho wre &UilV. Jeaaa ..,.. 

that He suf fered and died not for Hie guilt, but tor mank:l.nd1 • need.S6 

At the tomb of Jesus M&r7 laamta tbat Jeau.a·, the ianooent, bad au.ft~ 

ed and died for her wrongs. 

W1th-outen g11.te the tnrn vu tam, 
lor treapu did he nauare none, 
The woundea he au.ffend ~ ou 

Wu for '11T Jliue. 
It was JV clade he vu 1'o~lll.a7a 

And no-tbpg b1a:5T 

Slrork, x:xx.v, line■ 5J-S4 (paraphrased). 

Slecheater D, XII, linN 162-208. 

SSib1d., VIII, lines 29&-2'5• 

S6roz11:, XLVIII, line 2k8. 

S?Ibid., XXXVIII, limta 27~281 (tnulitar&ted). 

, 
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Jeaua, upon r.Lsing .from the gl'&Ye, Gall• upon an to Yin bl• IIDUDU 

'llhich were endured tor t.h•• 

1hua was I swlt,-pn, tor t.b1 IJlt, 
And not Ear ivna. 50 

In describia8 ths manner in which people are to rece1Te tba 

'banetl. ta 0£ the salvation 11h1ch Jeau■ bu aabined tor tha, the 

OJClea use many d:itf'erent approach••• ~, an illpal-tant t•tan 

1a a contempla ti.on ot the autteri.ng and cleat.II of Je111■• Before Ria 

.laoension Jesus told His cliaoiplea to tell all people that vagl,d 

accept baptism and would t.Nq believe 

Mi dathe and 1781DI 
And also II\Yll vp11~, 
And DJ.so nr;yn agane-cosvgg, 
T~ sllal.be saue suer~ .,1 

WbUe ha.nging on t.he croH Jena aalla upon 11811 to look on b1Ja1 

That man \.'ho has mind to repent, 
Look hero, and good h•d to • take. 
On t."le rood am I tortured and rent, 
i'tiou sinful of soul, tor tav" Nice. 
For th¥ misdeeds maanda do I make, 
For thy sake this tol'llllllt I lmovJ 
'this woe .for th.J treapua I takleJ 
1'11at man greater loring oollld allow 

than ITtiO 

In the fcnmeley- plq on t.he Benrrecticm there 1e inolllclad the elean, 

ot lllll"01' on God' a part vbloh PJ'OIIPU Ilia to ntend to the llinner the 

Pl'Olllae of £orsiveneaa. In tbia plq Jema pcd.nta to lll• V01IDda u 

ffid■noe of Bia lave tor .m, and tbua Be 1na1 te• an to l.on Ria and 

S8bne1,r, UVI, linu 266-267. 

S~., DIX, line■ 122-125. 

6orol'k:1 lllVI, lime UB-126 (tnul&W). 
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Uk for the mercy that cleanses the■ boa llln. 

It thou tJv- ~e in 117ft ha• led, 
~.orcy to as:c be not adradJ 
The leate drope I ~or the D;b-0 bled 
~ht cl0ns the [thee1sOJD {!loonfJ 
All the 8Yll the warld v1 th in 
If thou had done.61 

Numerous exampl.ec ot etateaenta llhov.lng that aal.Tatima 1a b&Nd 

on f aith cen b3 c1 ted frol'I these dramu. Luana, upon 'ba1n1 n1.aecl 

tron the dead., e."Cclaillls that all mo ~ trust in Juu llbal.1 never 

die.62 Jesur,., as He is enterins Jerueala, aqs ~to the blind 111111, 

Lok o VJ.,pe nOKe 1J1tb chere 'b~aq, 
1'llJ' f'a1th shall thee aaue.63 

In mch tha same fashion Jeaua aqs to the 110man who anointed 11111, 

1'herro:-c., t·:oman., witberq, 
J'or thou hast loved eo tender~, 
All tl\;" s1nne.!1 nov forguue IJ 
BeWe hath aaved tbN.64 

Occasio~ there, ia a m1nl]J.ag ot ..-ay mcl 0011vit.lon u the 

'but.a on which f'orsiveneea 18 mended. !Im■ 1n the aue ot tbe ..an 

taken 1n adultc:r., Jesus sqa to her, 

Though that your Bina be nff81' ao 11'9&t, 
For the.'11 be sad and ask -.rq, 
Soma ot rq 7ather1s grace yaa .., 1ft 
1'1:1.th the least tear weping out ot ,our e.,e. 
~ Father me sent the an to ~, 
All the ransom ~•elt •at pqJ 
For lon ot you rqaelt v1ll die. 

~' nvx, llnu 29&-303. 

62ro11c, nxv. line• 1921'. 

6~., XXV, line■ 3'&9•350 (tnn■litel"atecl). 

6bor. Matt.hen, ec:lt.tor, 'lbe Cbaner ~ (Laadona lepn Paul, 
flwlah, Tnebaer & Co., 1'16);-i'J.ii lit, Diiii 121-1211. BeN&fter 
cll■ipated u Cheater 11. 



I~ you ask mer07 I sq nover D/IJ'•6S 

~ is 11 ttl.e m.dence to IIIIIPR t.hat tb• idea or eand.aa tu 

tuor or Ood by means of Ood-pleasi111 aot.t.cn■ vu videll' taupt 111 

these plays. 'l'he possible reference■ are ot auah an aabipou■ or 

uncertain nature that the7 harcll¥ aould be alted u ooncluift ffidenae. 

One such rei 'erence is found in t.be Shepherd■' Plq ot the Clleater Cqole 

1n which one ot the shepherd.a often a gift to the Clariat Child b;r 

■qing1 

Loel I bring thee a ballJ 
I pr~~ thea, sa.ve m tram hall, 
So t hat I may ld th th84J ~dwell 
And f are 1,rall tor qe.66 

Obviously this is rather weak mdena• to eupport a theoz7 that N1Y .. 

ti.on by- 11orks i s taught here. Revert.bele■■, i't 1a olW u 1111 _...,,.. 

ot a rathor curious combination ot ottel'lDI and reque■t. 

A m'lr e explicit citation of doing tld.np to CO'ftl' sin■ can be 

ta..lcen from the Coventry C7ole in mich John the Bapti■t sq■ to the 

audiences 

Bapt7m I COlfflCell '1'0fl tor to take 
And do penaunce tor 7our 81D,V8 Aka 
And :for your ottana aandra 78 mike 
Your ~a tor to Jvde.67 

One final. retorence in th:l.a respect 1a tomul 1n the Cbe■ter q,oJ.e 

lihare the ahapharda, after Y1ev1ng the Quo.lat <ldld. YOV to dnote 

their lives to God and Ilia 11enio■• One ot t.he lbepberd■ cllalana he 

will abandon all tor the ucet1.o 11.fe. 

6S0onng, mv, 11nN 9-16 (vanalated). 

l,6Chelltel' D, VII, llm■ S71-S7Ji. 

67eo.entq;, mz, llnN 23-26. 



lo 

And I 1U1J hern;rt 
To praise God to pqe 
'lo lral..1< by at)'e and by ■treat, 
In 'lfJ"ldernes to walke tor -,., 
And ! shal.t no man Mete, 
But for ~ ~ing I 'Hill bhl prq, 
Bare-toted on m:/' .teoteJ 
And thus td.11 I live Ever and ..-,..68 

the last line or this statement 111 •b1aaoaa. 2he WJ'da •and t1ma• 

COUl.d b::> equivalent to "because ot thia npreasion ot aelt--clenial I 

3hal.l live f'orever'' J or 1 t wq ahpll' mM that it 1■ in th1e bullhle 

fashion that the shepherd. intends to live out his lite. 

Sacraments 

It is significant to note t.hat in bot.h 1he Yark and t.he Tawn.i...,. 

C,cles the institution of the Lord's Supper is Old.tted from the p1q 

that (1.eola w1 ~ the meeting ot the d11aiple1 and Jema tor the PUIICJl'G' 

111 the ll'ppor Romn. 1ha 'l'ov.nele;r Oyola deal.a with tbia subject in lta 

pl~ on the Resurrection :ln wicb Jesu■ prolll.aea to feed those who 

ceaae ~m s~.n nad ask mercy- with the bread 'llhich is Iii• OIID 'boq. 

1'h1a bread boCOr.\es His boc;\y by- the aqing or tiff wru. 

i'hat ilk Terq brod.e ot 17f'• 
Boccm.va IV' neshe in 1«>rct,a tJ'f•J 
Who so it reaauea in 8711 or 11tr7te 
Besa dede for eum-J 
And moao it t&Q'a in rish-,a ~• 
D.r Bhall he neuer.69 

Die power of the vorda ot 1nat1tut1aa 1• alao 1ndl.oated 1n the 

Conntr,r pl.111' on the Lord•• Supper :ln llbioh Jeaa• ..,., 

68cheater », VII, U.■ 6.JS-6!,2. 

691'alnutlez:, XXVI, lines 328-JJ.J. Bdltor ~ ta\ --- tlda aenlOD 
u 'be1ni oroued out with red ink in tile NS. Be ncauu W.. m dDll9 
after the Be1'onat.1.on. 
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Brethren, bel:b77] the Tirtue of th••• 1IOl'da 
that NheNfcl be 

This that shewoth aa bread to 70llr appaNU 
Is made the Yer'T .tl.ellh and blood ot • 
To the uhich thGJ' that 'Hhola be aa'Nd ••t lift 

ondllna.70 

Die abare upreasion al.no aaems to allow tor the l&\e •dl•al teach­

ing of tra."lsubstantiation inaauch as there ia a dlatinatt.on ade 

'betueon the appearance and the actual easence ot the bread. 

Another interesting passage :regarding the Lord.111 Supper ia found. 

in th'! Chester pla.Y on the Presentation 1n 'lfhioh Jaaas apeaka rd llia­

aelt a.a the very brood ot lite. The 111gn11'J.oant atatellent 1a t.ld.a 

that Josue is portrayed aa aa,1ng wrdll to the atteat that the trua­

torm.at.ion of' the bread of the Saar8lllellt into Bis bod;y 1a dependant 

upon the r at th of the receiver. Jesua sqa, 

And that bread that I you pm, 
Your 1-4 eked l.1'f'a t~ aend, 
Becomes wr/' .f'leah through 7oa.r beleite 
And cloth release your sinfuJ.l. Band.11 

At the bapti• ot Jesus John aantiona baptia aa a vortb7 ll&Ol'Ulellt 

ancl then aqa, 

'!her ar sax othera and no IIIOJ 

The which th.i self' to ert,he has aant. 72 

Blgarding the Sacrament of Baptism itaelt it 1■ taught that it bu u 

ita purpose to ,rash and to cleanse JUn from nn. 7.3 It ia a nn rite 

70coYentr,y;. XXVII, linaa 702-705 (tranalitel'ated). 

710heater M., XVIII, llnaa 174-177. 

72irown~ m, lJ.DEta 197.198 • .Aacordinl to tu editor 1ibe NS. 
bu "•31 In~ e ot •••J• bat tbe 11y• bu been erued. ti■ 'llllole 
■eats.on dealing vi th the llffm S~ta ha■ been atrllak t.brou&b.1 
nidentl,y atter the Batorm.t.1.on, and 1n the margin ia acldad •aoreot,d 
and not plqd." 

7.3rork, .ux, line ?8. 
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which at the coffline of Jesu■ replaaed the Old '811.._, cd.l"aaaa1a1cm.7!i 

At His own baptism Jesus brings along oil and •o,...• ~- Jou to ue 

1n the Sacrament . 7S Previwlll.'1' in t.ba •-- plq m qel re■vatu 

John tram going to Jesus and tel.ls hill to wait tor Jena to oaae to 

hill :ror baptism. John nea in theae 'IIOl"da ot the mp]. a prinoiple 

which he passes on tor the banetit, and 1.nllt.Nation, ot the aadleaDe. 

By tbia[atate111Bnt ot the anae\) I ,_, wll 'IUldlntad 
:£.'hat children ahuld be °bl'olht to kD'k, 
For to be baptiHd 1D nerr land.~ 

ht the angel goes on to tall Johll t.hat Jeaaa 1■ to be baptised in t.be 

river and not 1n a.v church. 77 

In the York p~ on Jesus• baptia Jama gins the :reasons tor 
• 

Ria own 'bapt:1.3111. It. iu to earn aa an uuple. But more tban thi■, l\ 

ia to be the act whareb,y the Sacrament ot Bapt.1• receiTes it■ pOIMZ' 

and Virtue. Jesus aqa to John, 

Ml' wille is t.'i.ia, that fro tJd.• dq 
The virtue of IV' bap'tflll dlrelle 
In bapt.,Jae-watir ware and 199 

Hanlqndatotaate, 
Tbrugh rq grace thereto to take alvq. 

the hall' 1aate.78 

Hell 811d limbo 

fhe pJ.qa teach that death 8hall com to all·11m, nan to the 

74ahester D, J.V, l.1118■ 199-200. 

7STovnei._,., XIX, lill9 115. 

76n,1d., Unaa 85-87 (tranaliten.ted). - . 
77Ib1d., linaa S,t. -
78rork, m, linu 100-l.OS. 
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ld.gbtiest. In some cases the dead v1J.l be torgo,ten bl' the Manda 

and their .families so that no uasea 1dll be Rq tor tb•• 1' AoOOl'd-

1nc to Belsabub the Old Te■tuumt aaints, atw ctu.tll, ue .. , a.p m 

• special place callc,d •~u■," tro■ which .. mall not ••ape.SO 

Bell and linlbo are not &1.vqa alll"8fulll' dS.f'tuentta'NCI. In tile 'lnna-

fiauratlon pl.q of tbe Iork Cyole Hoae■ 1■ d fl"oll ball. le 

report.a that this ha■ been hi■ abode tor 78&1'•• Be l'ldcd.aea ill Cbz'S.n 

vho w.Lll. lead out Adam's kin bro■ tbia dunpaa. lie -,., 

1'lro thousand years a.ftv .Ada 
Then av C-od unto me his la. 
And since then in hell ha■ been. ov haaa, 
Alas I Ada.ii' s kin; this ahall 70U know, 
Unto ChJ•is t comes, 1:his is he 
Ulo shall draw us from the dungeon. 
lie ehall brina tba to bllH 
that. na.; 1n oorrow are bound.81 

Ju3t before lie deacended int.a hell Christ ■mt a Uabt to 'Ula' 

region as a token · or His cOllling. !he saints 1n hell NV th.1• ligbt 

and part.1.cu.1-Rrly Iaaiah a.-id Siuon reaall the vorda ot their cnm 

prophecies which spolco ot a llght that would ah1ae taward tlloN ill 

darkness. And now, thq exclaim, th81" are vitne•a1nfl the tul.ftllam, 

of their prophecies.82 David, utile apoke■-a tor Iba N■t, ol"le■ 

out to Chriat, 

Coma Lordi Co,ie to hell anone, 
And take out tb.:r folk, ever,abaa, 
l'or those yeara are tu1lJ' 1am 

79Touneler, XXII, llnea lSSt. 

8orort, XXXVII, line■ ll0-]98. -
81Ib1d., XXIII, line■ 123-130 (tnnal.ated). -
82tovne1e;z;, lXV, UAe■ 21ft • 


