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hybrid theology have stamped him a churchman of exceptional valor
to his age. The labor which he performed directly for the Missouri
Synod, and indirectly for the entire Church, is a perennial task for
loyal churchmen. How much we in the Missouri Synod really love
Dr. Pieper will have to be shown in the years to come by the use we
shall make of the literary heritage which he and his theological fore-
bears have left us.
Valparaiso, Ind. W.H.T.Davu.

Paul as Citizen.

Does the subject need an apology? Paul stands before us as the
evangelizer of the Greco-Roman world, the greatest missionary that
ever lived, ns the preacher of righteousness by faith, as the great
champion of the doctrine of grace, as the inspired penman of a great
part of our New Testament, and to treat of him in the réle of citizen
might seem a descent from the sublime to the commonplace. But
there are passages in the Bible in which he is depicted in this role.
You cannot ignore them; they are there for a purpose and certainly
must receive some attention. Besides, there is the important con-
sideration that a study of Paul’s life from this particular point of
view may help to throw some light on the New Testament and aid
in grasping its full import. Some of Paul’s letters are intensely
personal. To understand them, you must know something about
the man. The better you are informed on all the various relations
he sustained to the outside world, the world about him, the more
will you be able to uncover fully the intended sense of his statements,
and frequently by much study you will be led to see shades of mean-
ing, niceties of thought, and indirect allusions which had eseaped
you before. And, finally, we ourselves are citizens and as such
have our problems and perplexities. Whatever light we can obtain
to guide us in the performance of our civic duties, we shall be
grateful for.

Paul as citizen — some people may think that this subject will
lead us to speculate whether Paul, if he were living to-day, would
be in favor of a strong centralized government, so that he might
be classed as a first-century Republican, or whether he would be in
sympathy rather with the theory of local self-government, with the
idea of States’ rights and freedom from restraint by a central govern-
ment, an attitude which all good Democrats are supposed to defend.
What would he think of the injection of moral and religious issues
into a political campaign? What would be his view of our Prohibi-
tion tangle? Would he vote for a Catholic as President of the United
States? etc. Some of these questions are pertinent, while others
border on the absurd, and the less said about them, the better.
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2 Prof. A. T. Robertson of Louisville, Ky., contributed a worth-
while study to the literature on Paul in his volume entitled Paul
the Interpreter of Christ. In this book he has a chapter on “Paul
and Patriotism.” The chapter was written amid dramatic circum-
stances, namely, when America had entered the World War and our
young men were drafted to fight the so-called Central Powers. Pro-
fessor Robertson was aware of the intimate relation existing between
his subject and the world situation. He writes: “We have millions
of men of German birth or descent who must decide what they are
to do: There is but one thing to do, to be loyal to the land of
adoption. 8o real Americans all feel, so the great mass of the
German-Americans feel and will act. They are now Americans, not
: -Americans.” Then he goes on to say: “The case of Paul
18 worth our study in the present situation. He was caught in
the maelstrom of world politics; for Rome, like the United States,
was the melting-pot of the nations, though not in quite the same
sense,” etc. I shall have occasion to mention Professor Robertson’s
treatment of our subject again. For the moment let us merely note
that he found in Paul’s career and utterances, suggestions and les-
sons of importance for American citizens in one of the most trying
crises of our national history.

In looking at Paul the citizen, we are at once confronted with
the interesting and, to all jingoes, startling fact that he was a so-
called hyphenated citizen. We remember that during the last war
our citizens of German extraction who called themselves German-
Americans or refused to abandon entirely the use of the German
language were called hyphenated Americans or hyphenated citizens.
The hyphen, innocent little thing that it is, was subjected to a good
deal of criticism and abuse at the time, and having a strong in-
feriority complex, it went into hiding and has been but little seen
of late. But Paul was a hyphenated citizen. No matter how one
may abhor the hyphen, here it is. In fact, there are even two hyphens
in the designation of his status as a citizen: he was a Jewish-Greek-
Roman. At the blood-curdling scene in Jerusalem when the Jews
were endeavoring to lynch Paul and his life was saved by the inter-
vention of the Roman soldiers, he gave this account of himself in
reply to a question of the Roman officer: “I am a man which am
a Jew of Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city.” And
to this he, o short time afterwards, added some more information
about his person, the chief item of which was that he was a Roman
citizen. Of. Acts 22,23—29. Here you have the various elements that
made up Paul’s civic status. He was a Jew, a Tarsian citizen, and
hence a Greek, and besides a Roman. So, to understand Paul’s re-
lations to the body politic, we have to look at him from three sides,
as it were.

47
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To get the proper background for our discussion, we shall have
to look a little at Tarsus, the city where Paul was born. All who
would like to inform themselves on this city as well as can be done
at second hand, that is, by means of books, ought to read the volume
by Sir Wm. Ramsay, which is entitled Cities of St Paul. Ramsay
made a number of trips to Asia Minor and studied what remains of
ancient Tarsus on the spot, and being an eminent classical scholar,
he knows how to make his discoveries available for a better under-
standing of the ancient world.

We turn to Cilicia in Asin Minor. About ten miles from the
Mediterranean Sea, in a vast maritime plain, on the river Cydnus,
with the strikingly beautiful background of the snow-capped Taurus
Mountains about thirty miles distant, near the Cilician Gates, the
famous pass through the mountains, where the commerce from the
East to the West, and vice versa, flowed in an unceasing stream,
there lay Tarsus, ever memorable as the native city of the Apostle to
the Gentiles. The river Cydnus, a cool mountain stream, had been
made navigable up to the city, and on its banks there were many
wharves, where ships from all parts of the oikoumene, the then known
world, loaded and unloaded. We may think here of the geographical
location of Los Angeles. Those who have seen it, lying on its river,
ahout ten miles away from the Pacific Ocean, with Mount Lowe and
the majestic Mount Wilson forming a protecting wall in the rear,
can visualize quite well the location of Tarsus. The city numbered
about half a million inhabitants around 50 A.D. and, owing to its
favored situation in a place where the East and the West met, must
have been quite cosmopolitan in character. But even apart from
this circumstance it had a mixed population, three distinct elements
living side by side—native Cilicians, who were oriental in their
ideas and in their way of living, Greek immigrants and their de-
scendants, and a Jewish colony. The largest industry was weaving,
the material being supplied by the immense herds of goats that were
grazing on the Taurus Mountains. The hair of these goats was used
to make ropes, tents, and garments, which immediately reminds us
of the fact that Paul had learned the trade of tent-making and found
that this accomplishment stood him in very good stend many a time
in his life.

To complete our picture of the city, it must be mentioned that
Tarsus had a large school, usually called the University of Tarsus
According to Strabo, the old geographer and traveler, the school had
some able and experienced teachers and could boast an enthusiastic
student-body. Ramsay says: “From the analogy of other Greek and
Greco-Asiatic cities we may infer with confidence that the state
exercised some authority over education and that systematic arrange-
ments were made to insure that a proper supply of teachers and lec-
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t"ll"_l'lwnroldytr.vlneett.heretmirermem:sofi’.lmpeople;. The in-
tention was to provide public instruction by qualified lecturers in all
the branches of science and literature recognized at the time” We
know precious little about that university. It had especially one
renowned teacher at the time of Paul, Athenodorus, a Stoic philos-
opher, who had been the teacher, and was an intimate friend, of the
. Augustus. One thing is certain — there was a stimulating
intellectual atmosphere in Tarsus, whose influence on the youthful
Paul may have been considerable.

And then we have to think of the history of Tarsus. The history
of . city or country is a part of that city or country, just as much
as its sky-scrapers and boulevards, and lakes and rivers, if it has
such features. It is one of the great influences that mold the char-
ut_u I:Eld the lives of its citizens. Tarsus had had a diversified past,
which in parts was interesting and not without some glamor.

I here have to be very brief. 171 B. C., Tarsus being then already
an old city, became a red-letter year for the place. Antiochus Epiph-
anes, the wicked king who tried to exterminate the worship of Jehovah
In Jerusalem and was resisted by the Maccabees, did something hand-
lon.xo for the city. He gave it the status of an autonomous town,
whe.h meant that it might make its own laws and elect its own
magistrates. (Ramsay, Cities, p. 165.) In the same year a body of
Ifﬂmh citizens was settled there (Ramsay, Cities, p.180), all being
given the status of citizens of Tarsus.

: It was not long till the voracious giant of the West stretched out
his greedy hands toward the rich, but age-worn and tottering East
and appropriated one city and country after the other — the city on
!.he seven hills, Rome. Cilicia, and with it Tarsus, by and by came
into the grasp of this Goliath, or Polyphemus, if one prefers, among
states. But the Tarsians, it scems, did not regret it. The rule of
Rome gave them peace; it brought stability and order; it suppressed
the dreadful plague of piracy which had been so rampant on the
lleditemmean; it inaugurated an era of prosperity and plenty. The
Romans, we must not forget, in the main, were wise conquerors and
colonial or provincial rulers, interfering as little as possible with the
internal affairs of a newly subjugated state and accommodating
themselves readily to the views and customs of their mew subjects
as far as their own interests permitted. The boys of Tarsus. curious
and adventurous, undoubtedly, like the youth of all times, were
treated to many a glittering, stirring spectacle. Pompey sojourned
there, Julius Onesar visited the city, Cassius, the man of the lean
and hungry look, according to Shakespeare, came there with his
soldiers, and here occurred the famous meeting between Antony and
Oleopatra, where the former wished to show himself lord and con-
queror and finally turned out to be the conquered. There comes to
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mind Shakespeare’s celebrated description of the pomp with which
Cleopatra came up the river to Tarsus: —

When she first met Mark Antony,

She pursed up his heart upon the river Cydnus.

The barge she sat in, like a burnished throne,

Burned on the water; the poop was beaten gold,

Purple the sails, and so perfumdd that

The winds were love-sick with them; the oars were silver,
Which to the tune of flutes kept stroke and made

The water which they beat to follow faster,

As amorous of their strokes.

Yes, and thus the doughty warrior succumbed and became the spine-
less slave of an unscrupulous woman. In the following years the
Emperor Augustus treated the city with marked consideration; he
made it a “free” city, which gave it the privilege of making its
own laws, and granted it freedom from the payment of duty in its
export and import trade. It is a long recital, but we can all see
that in the schools of Tarsus there must have been declamations
and compositions and speeches treating of the glory of Tarsus, and
a wide-awake Ind living there about the year 10 or 15 of our era
cannot have failed to listen to some of these productions with glow-
ing eyes and beating heart.

To return to our subject proper, Paul, born in Tarsus not far
from the year 1 of our era, was a Jew. There is nothing strange
about it that he, being a Jew, should have claimed Tarsus, and
not Jerusalem or some other city in Palestine, as his birthplace.
Scholars are agreed that there were far more Jews outside than
within the borders of the Holy Land at this time. In all the cities
of the Roman Empire they were found. And Tarsus, as we heard
before, had been given a strong Jewish colony by Antiochus Epiph-
anes, and from it in all likelihood Paul was descended. — The Jewish
lad we are speaking of had, at his circumcision on the eighth day,
received the name Saul. Did he ever feel ashamed of his Jewish
descent? Never. From a long list of strong passages bearing on
this point but one need be referred to, a passage written in defense
against his opponents and detractors who were disturbing the
Corinthian Christians (2 Cor. 11, 22): “Are they Hebrews! Soam L
Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So
am I” Here o word of explanation is in place. Paul does not
merely call himself a Jew, but a Hebrew. What is the difference!
Anybody descended from Jacob was called a Jew, whether he spoke
the Aramaic language or not. But the term Hebrew was reserved
for those Israelites who spoke the Aramaic. We may put it this way.
Every Hebrew was a Jew, but not every Jew was a Hebrew. We
see that Paul belonged to the class of those who had learned the
Aramaic tongue, undoubtedly having acquired it at home together
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'_ifhtheﬂebrew. Yes, he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, as he
puts it.
‘But on our subject the Jewish descent of Paul has little, if any,
earing. ‘What is important to note is that it did not bar him from
flhl_lnlhip in Tarsus nor from the Roman franchise. The situation
1s similar to-day in our own country. We have many Jews in the
United States, and their Jewish descent does mot kecp them from
being or becoming American citizens. A person cannot of course
at the same time be a citizen of two countries; that is an axiom
accepted and followed by all governments. But being a Jew does
not determine anything with respect to your status as a citizen. The
term Jew is merely a designation of descent or race, not of political
connection. This was the situation in the days of Paul also. A per-
son might be a Jew and still a citizen of Rome or Tarsus or
:llunndria.—The Jews, it ought to be added, were not prominent
in politics at this time, because political activities usually involved
participation in heathen religious ceremonies, which they quite
properly abhorred. So their energy did not turn to the civic sphere
or public life. Then as now they largely asserted their superiority
by plundering, in genteel and unobtrusive fashion, the Gojim of
their money. This, by the way, is no humorous exaggeration. Listen
to what Strabo, the geographer whom I quoted before and who lived
at the time of Caesar Augustus, says. Speaking of the Jews, he
complains: “It is not easy to find a place in the world that has not
admitted this race and is not mastered by it.” Josephus quotes this
statement of Strabo in a discussion of the enormous treasures which
the Jews had accumulated. Even in those days they mastered the
world, not politically, but financially. — Now, while they were mnot
given to the holding of political offices, the Jews, with the excep-
tion of the stern, unbending, uncompromising Nationalists, were
favorably disposed toward the Roman Empire. They had been warmly
attached to Julius Caesar, who had shown them favors, and Suetonius
tells us that, when Caesar had been assassinated, the Jews in Rome
mourned vehemently at his tomb for a number of nights. Naturally
they entertained friendly feelings toward Augustus, the nephew and
heir of Caesar, and toward the other emperors of the Julian line.
To what extent Paul shared these views we do not know. But if he
felt toward Rome as most of his fellow-Israclites did, the prospect
of making extensive journeys in the Roman Empire must have been
less terrifying and obnoxious to him than would have been the case
if he had been accustomed to regard the empire with feelings of
loathing and abhorrence.
Paul, furthermore, was a Greek; for Tarsus, in which he claimed
citizenship, was considered a Greek city. It is true that Paul, being
a Jew, would not be called a Greek, a Hellene, but a Hellenist, which
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term was used to designate Greek-speaking Jews and in our Author-
ized Version is translated Grecian. Paul, it scems, was & Tarsian
citizen by birth. Birth in an ancient city did not, as is the case
here in America, automatically make one a citizen of the city or
state where the birth occurred. But if the father was a citizen,
then the son had that status, too, and as far as we can determine,
this is the manner in which Paul was invested with the Tarsian
franchise. It is very interesting to follow the argument of Ramsay
and Schuerer on this point. If Paul was a citizen of Tarsus, he
could have become such, so they say, only through membership in
one of the tribes into which the Hellenic colonies were always
divided. But membership in one of the Greek tribes was out of the
question for a Jew because at their festivals these tribes practised
idolatrous religious rites, which were an abomination to every pious
Jew. There must have been a special Jewish citizen tribe in Tarsus,
dating back in all probability to the settlement under Antiochus
Epiphanes which was mentioned before, and to this tribe the family
of Paul, so it is plausibly conjectured, belonged. The sons were
enrolled in this tribe at an appointed time, and thus they were
acknowledged as citizens of their native town.

There in Tarsus, on the streets and perhaps in the schools, Paul
learned the Greek langunge. Here he, like other boys, we can be
sure, wandered about admiring the shops and docks and big and
small ships and the picturesque figures from strange lands, Egyp-
tians, Arabs, and probably now and then some fair-haired, blue-eyed
Teutonic giants, employed as Roman soldiers. And occasionally
a man would sweep past him, enrobed in the mantle of the philos-
ophers, the personification of Greek wisdom, looking with proud dis-
dain upon the common herd, the little creatures about him.

By his Greek playmates he would in all likelihood not be called
Saul, as his parents called him when at home, but Paul, the name
given him for use in the Greck world in which he had to move.
Luke, the sacred historian, observes the distinction very carefully.
When he speaks of Paul’s life and activities among the Jews where
he would be called Saul, he brings him before us under that name,
but when the apostle enters the Greek and Roman world in his
great missionary undertaking, the name Paul is used. “Saul, who
is also called Paul” —in these brief words Luke makes the transi-
tion from one name to the other, Acts 13,9. The question has fre-
quently been asked, Why was Saul given the particular name Paulf
Why not some other Greek or Latin name? It may simply be be-
cause Saul and Paul, Saulus and Paulus, are so much alike that
they might be called brother names. On the question, Why did he
have two names? Ramsay writes (Cities, p.211): “Even in Greek
times, however, it is probable that most of the Jews of Anatolia
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had a Hebrew name, which they used in their private life at home
llld_mthoeimla of the synagog. The Hebrew name was an alter-
native name, not an additional or second name. The bearer was
called by one or the other, according to the occasion, but mnot by
both: to use one of the few certain examples, the Jew was ‘Paul,
otherwise Saul’ ‘Paul, alins Saul’ In Greek surroundings he bore
the one name, in Hebrew surroundings the other.”

. In Tarsus, Paul not only spent the years of infancy and probably
his boyhood, but there he lived again for about eight years after his
conversion to Christianity, eight silent years, over which hangs the
veil of deep, nlmost impenetrable mystery. But can we not now
understand that Tarsus was near and dear to his heart! When
asked who he was, he replicd, as mentioned before: “I am a Jew
of Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city.” Tarsus “no
mean city” — there we have the voice of warm, genuine patriotism.
_Pllﬂ certainly endorsed the sentiments expressed for modern people
n the famous lines of Walter Scott: —

Breathes there a man with soul so dead
Who never to himself hath said,

This is my own, my native land;

Whose heart hath ne’er within him burned
When home his footsteps he hath turned
From wandering on a foreign strand?

To what extent Paul, in those eight years when he, as a mature
man, was living in Tarsus, joined in the civic life of the community,
took part in the ekklesiz, the town meeting, helped to elect officials
and to frame laws, we do not know. If idolatry entered into these
matters, as it quite probably did, then we may be sure that Paul, in
spite of feelings of patriotism, rather chose to forego the exercise
of his civie prerogatives.

We have to leave Paul the Tarsian and turn to that aspect of
his civic status which is most celebrated and which proved of such
immense importance and value to him, namely, his Roman citizen-
ship. Yes, Paul was a Roman citizen and thus possessed that dis-
tinction which Claudius Lysias, commander of the Roman garrison
in Jerusalem, professes to have bought with a large sum of money.
Civis Romanus sum, that was a proud boast, and in a city like Tarsus
would put a man at once into the ranks of the aristocrasy. Roman
citizenship, of course, primarily meant that a person was an in-
habitant of the city of Rome and enjoyed its protection and the
other privileges which- it offered to its citizens. But when the ter-
ritory controlled by Rome grew, then by and by people who did not
live in Rome, but in Roman provinces and who had shown them-
selves reliable, loyal and worthy, were granted the Roman franchise.
Many of my readers have read the speech which Cicero delivered

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol2/iss1/78



744 ArmpdtlPas! IGisigétizen

in behalf of the poet Archias. The question at issue in the trial
was whether Archias had obtained the Roman citizenship in the
proper way or not. The charge against him was that he had gotten
it by crooked means. We see from this celebrated oration of Oicero
that people of foreign birth — Archias hailed from Antioch, but had
become the citizen of a eity in Southern Italy —could receive the
Roman franchise; furthermore, that this privilege was highly prized,
and finally, that it was watched over with some care. While at the
time of the trinl of Archias this boon could be granted to no for-
cigners except to those who were citizens of an allied city in Italy,
the circle was soon extended to admit people living outside of Italy.
A few more pertinent points will be brought out as we look at the
case of Paul. He was a Roman citizen by birth, as he himself
states emphatically. Was it beeause his birth had occurred in
Tarsus? Was every citizen of Tarsus likewise a Roman citizen?
No. Paul told the Roman commander in Jerusalem that he was
a Tarsian citizen, and that information did not imply that he was
a Roman citizen; on the contrary, the Roman officer is altogether
amazed and confounded when he learns, after a brief space, that
this Tarsian citizen has the Roman franchise. So we see, Tarsian
citizenship did not include Roman citizenship. If a town was a
municipium or a colonia, then local citizenship implied the Roman
franchise. But Tarsus was not a municipium or a colonia. Hence
we have to look somewhere else for the origin of Paul's standing
as a Roman citizen. Since he was a Roman citizen by birth, his
father must have had this status. Concerning his aequisition of it
there are various possibilitics. One of Paul's ancestors may have
bought that privilege, or he may have rendered valuable services to
Pompey, Antony, or Augustus and been rewarded with the Roman
franchise. History is silent on this point, and we cannot go beyond
the nebulous field of guesses.

And now let us think of what it meant to have that franchise.
A Roman citizen could be sure of the protection of the Roman Empire
as long as he followed the paths of law and order. When he was
accused, it was unlawful to punish him without trial. It was un-
lawful to have him scourged; if found guilty of a capital offense,
he could not be crucified; the form of execution prescribed for such
cases was beheading. If he had been condemned in a provincial or
lower court, he had the right of appeal to the emperor. No wonder
that Cicero says: “How often has this exclamation, ‘I am a Roman
citizen,” brought aid and safety even among barbarians in the re-
motest parts of the earth!” We are reminded here of what it means
to be an American citizen and to enjoy the protection of our great
Government. Once upon a time, so we read, an American was un-
justly condemned to be put to death by a firing-squad in one of the
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httlo. states south of us. The American consul had pleaded for him,
but in vain. The hour for the execution had come, the soldiers were
Md!_b shoot, when in a last attempt to save the man’s life the
American consul came with the American flag, the Stars and Stripes,
wrapped the body of the condemned man in it, and then said, “Now
shoot if you darel” We are told that the man’s life was saved.
Do not here several remarkable scenes from the New Testament come
to our mind — how with many apologies the authorities of Philippi
conducted Paul out of the jail after they had learned that the man
whom they had mistreated wns a Roman; how in Jerusalem the
lftlf:udo of Claudius Lysias toward Paul changed instantly when he
discovered the civic status of his prisoner; how Paul’s appeal to
Caesar was granted at once when he stood before Festus, the procu-
rator, and the latter unwittingly was planning to jeopardize the life
of Paul by taking him back to Jerusalem; how in Rome Paul was
not treated as a vile criminal, but permitted to live in a house he
himself had rented, no restraint being placed upon him except that
of the constant presence of a soldier? And then think of the final
scene. Paul was brought to Rome as a prisoner for the second time,
and in the trial which now ensued he was condemned to die, probably
as a disturber of the peace or as a leader of the hated sect of the
Christians. When the day of execution came, he was not led to the
cross, as was done in the case of Peter, but, being a Roman citizen,
no special torments could be inflicted on him, and he was granted
the mercy of a speedy death by beheading.

Paul, in his letters, stands before us ns a loyal citizen. He took
a far higher view of the government than most people do to-day.
“The powers that be are ordained of God.” That statement refers
to the imperial government ns well as to the local authorities. We
cannot think of him plotting to overthrow the government or as
.ovnding the laws where it could be done with impunity and his own
interests seemed to dictate it. It has been pointed out that at the
time when Paul in his Epistle to the Romans wrote those matchless
words about obedience to the authorities the monster Nero, one of
the most despicable monarchs history knows, was ruling the Roman
Empire; and still Paul inculeates willing subjection to the higher
powers.
It will be asked whether Paul as a Roman citizen ever voted in
the clections. Alas! elections by Roman citizens were a thing of
the past ever since Tiberius had become emperor. Even before that
time, that is, under Julius Caesar and Augustus, they were a very
emaciated affair, and when Tiberius ascended the throme, he gave
them the coup de grice. The emperor and the senate attended to
all appointments and to the making of all laws. As far as voting
was concerned, the Roman citizens who lived in the provinces never
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had an opportunity to avail themselves of this part of their franchise
unless they went to Rome at election time, because that was the only
place where one could vote as a Roman citizen. Of course, people
in the provinces who held the Roman franchise could vote in the
local elections if they were citizens of the community where they
lived. If the citizens of St.Louis could vote merely on questions
pertaining to their city and whenever they wished to vote on matters
pertaining to the whole country had to travel to Washington, we
should have a similar situation to the one just described.

If Paul were living to-day and were a United States citizen, we
need not doubt that he would vote; he would take this duty, which
is also a privilege, very seriously; he would vote with discrimina-
tion; he would not be a blind party man. We can be sure that he
would insist on the separation of Church and State. On the Pro-
hibition question he would state that all who say God’s Word altogether
forbids the use of alcoholic beverages are wrong. But I think he
would add, If you believe that Prohibition promotes the public welfare,
I am not opposed to giving it a trial.

Another thing which we can be certain about is that Paul, if he
were one of us to-day, would not be a jingo. He would not despise
non-citizens. What was his aim in life? Not this, to persuade people
that they must by all means obtain the Roman franchise. No, his
passion was to make them citizens in the kingdom of Christ. Every-
thing else, even if it might be important in its place, was subordinate
by comparison. Listen to these glowing words of his: “Unto the
Jews I became as a Jew that I might gain the Jews; to them that
are under the Law, as under the Law, that I might gain them that
are under the Law; to them that are without Law, as without Law
(being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ), that
I might gain them that are without Law. To the weak became I as
weak that I might gain the weak. I am made all things to all men
that I might by all means save some.” There you have the words
of one who was not blinded by narrow, nationalistic prejudice nor
puffed up with the thought of his great civic privileges, but who,
though a true patriot, nevertheless did not harbor feelings of arrogant
superiority and proud disdain toward those less favored that he was.
A full-fledged jingo can never be a true'missionary, because he plaoel
too much emphasis on something that is earthly, outward, passing.
Paul was not such.

Above everything else, let us not forget a point which Robertson
80 beautifully brings out in the essay which was quoted before. He
says (p.90): “Paul met the fate of a martyr at the hand of Nero
rather than renounce the Lord Jesus. Ten thousand Chinese Ohris-
tians laid down their lives at the feet of Jesus rather than renounce
Him at the demand of the Boxer leaders and the empress dowager.
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So, then, with Paul patriotism is not the highest virtue, though it
18 very high. Loyalty to one’s land is secondary to loyalty to one’s
God. To be sure, it is high treason or rebellion to refuse to obey
the command of one’s government. One who takes that position
m‘_'lt be willing to pay the price. That price is one’s life. But the
Price 18 not too high when the alternative is to disobey the clear will
°f.GOd-” These are golden words, and they reflect accurately the
attitude of Paul. Paul says in his letter to the Philippians, accord-
ing to the original Greek: “Our citizenship is in heaven.” That is,
ﬁflt and foremost we are citizens in the kingdom of Christ. So he
died a martyr’s death, loyal to his government, but loyal most of
all to his Lord and Savior. In both respects let us follow him.
‘W. ArxpT.

Wann und wie fam Luther zur Grfenninid der Wahrheit?

] Daf Luither in feiner Jugend und wihrend feiner Mondsjahre
toeit dabon entfernt tar, die Wahrheit ded Evangeliums voll und gana
u erfennen und zu mwiirdigen, ift gur Geniige aus feinen eigenen
©driften und aus den Jeugnifjen jeiner Jeitgenoffen befannt. Er Hatte
d_llctbings bon ber Jeit an, da cr in der Wniverfitatdbibliothet zu Criuct
e Cremplar der Bulgata fand, und bejonders nadjdbem er im Stlojter
foieder Bugang gur gangen BVibel Gefommen Hatte, fidh mit Boxliebe
bem Studium der Sdjrijt geividbmet, und fonberlid) nadjdem er am
9_- Miirg 1609 jeinen bacealaurcus ad Biblia gemadjt Hatte, twax ihm
blg Befdhiftigung mit der Vibel fehr tvert gelworden, tvie dad ja aud
fein teiterer Fortjdritt auf ber afabemifdjen Laufbahn zeigt, der in
ber Berleibung der licentin magistrandi in theologia am 4. Oftober
15612 und in ber Promotion zum Doftor am 18. und 19. besjelben
?Romts feinen Gipfelpuntt errcidhte. Wihrend bdiejer Jabhre mwar ed
ja faum anberd miglid), al3 daf viele Puntte der Schrifitvabrheit, bes
fonders folde, in bemen feine Ricblingsautoren, Occam und b'Uilly,
@erjon und Biel, Bernhard von Clairvaur und BVonaventura, Johann
Mauburnus und Gerhard von Jiitphen, ricdhtig jtanden, bei Luther mehr
al8 cine blofe Berftandeserfenninid Detvirften. CEr erfennt nod) in
feinen fpiteren Jahren mit Dant an, wad er in den Viidern biefer
Bervorragenden Gelefrien und ThHeologen gelefen und aud ihnen ges
lernt Hatte.

ber e8 fehlte dem jungen Mindysprofefjor der innere Halt, feil
er eben bad Herg bed Ehriftentums, bie Lehre bon der Redjtfertigung
allein au8 Gnabden, nodj nicht verjtanden, fie nod) nidht in fein Hera aufs
genommen BHatte. Diefed grofe Defizit in feinem Geiftess und Seelens
Ieben Gat Qutber ja fpdter immer mwicder beflagt. Ex fdreibt 3. V. in
feiner uslegung bon Pjalm 132 (Auslegung der 15 [ieber im Hoheren
@or, 15681—88; 4, 2126 f.): I bin ein Mind) gewefen und Habe in
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