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glaubigen, teil man fo bes8 HErm Reid) befjer bauen Ionne. Wars
mingen will man nidt wahr Haben.

©oldjer 1ngehorjam ijt dem HErrn mikfallig, B.28. Dasd find
{)ﬂtte. aber wafre Worte. Wenn man nidyt in allen Stiiden gehorjam
ijt, fo ift in WaBrheit unfer , Gehorfam” 1ingehorjam, Abgotterei und
®dgendienit, da nidt Gottes Wille, fonbern unjer cigener Wille, unfer
Borteil, unfere Vequemlichleit, Fleijdeslujt ujw. entiveder ausjdlichlid
obf: bod) neben bem Willen Glotted gelten foll. Das ift Abgdtterei,
Giinde gegen das crjte Gebot. Das ift Jaubereifiinde, indem man, tie
ber Bauberer, gu fiindlidhen Mitteln der Selbjthilfe greift, tweil man
®ott nidit gutvaut, daf er denen Belfen toerde, die blinblings ihm ges
Hordyen.

Ungehorfam ftiirgt ind BVerberben: eitlidh, dbenn Saul wird bers
torfen al8 Stonig; eivig, wenn man wie Saul nidt BVufe tut, jondern
Bufe nur exheudjelt, V. 24—26; Hof. 4, 6; Slagel. 8, 42 ff.; Rom. 2, 8.

Wollen tvir Gott gefallen, jo miifien wir allen Hodymut und 1ins
gehorjam fahren lajjen. Wie nitig Haben iwir den Heiland, der durd
feine Demut und feinen Gehorjam und mit Gott verjohnt Gat! PEil.
2,6f.; Rom.5,19; Jef. 50, b f.; Pebr.5,8.9. PHalten Wwir und an
ibn, und folgen wir feinem WVorbild in feiner Straft! PHil. 2, 5;
Matth. 11, 29. T. 8.

P

Theological Observer. — Sirdjlid)-Beitgefdjichtliches.

I. Amerika.

Die rimifdie Kirde in Brafilien. Jm ,L2uth. Herold” Iefen twir Hiers
fiber: ,Scjon feit einigen Jahren bemitht fid) die Iatholijde Sird) in Bras
filien ebhaft um eine MWiedergewinnung ifhrer alten Perrfdenden Stellung.
Bor allem fudt fie in immer neuen Untrdgen die Wiebererlangung ber
Uncrfennung al3 Staatsreligion gu erreidjen. 9Un Borjtdfen gegen bie
gegentodrtige Wexrfafjung, die im lnterfdhicd gegen die Verfafjung bed 1889
abgejdiafften Slaiferreid)s eine folde Bevorugung ciner Stonfefjion nidt
fennt, ift fein Mangel. Neuerdbings erjt mwicder Hat anldglid der Firdgs
liden Feier ded8 Sieges der neucften brafilianifden Mevolution bder Eras
bifdjof Weder bie Crivartung ausdgejprodien, dap das Werhilinis gwifdjen
Stivdie und Staat den Wiinfdhen bder Iatholijdjen Sirdie entfprediend bers
faflungd8mdfig neu geregelt werbe. @leidhzeitig Hat eine Neihe Iatholijdher
Srauenverbinde unter der Lojung ,Gott und Vaterland® einen neuen Felbs
aug filr die offigielle ®merfennung ded Slatholizismus ald3 Staatsreligion
begonnen und Gingaben an den Bunbdedprifidenten und den Juftizminifter
gemadit.” Der fatholifdhe Cinfluf geigt fidh in Brajilien aud in den neuen
©dulgefefsen, die der Papijtfirdie eine nidht gu unteridipende Madt eins
rdumen. o der Papjt am Rubder ift, Heiit 8 fiberall waden. J. T. M.

Lutheran Ministers’ Stand on Private Confession Vindicated. —
The papers report that Rev. Emil Swenson of Minneapolis, member of the
Augustana Synod, who had been held in contempt of court and sentenced

45
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to pay a fine of $100 or serve thirty days in the county jail because he
refused to divulge what had been communicated to him by way of pri-
vate confession, has been exonerated by the Supreme Court, to which the
case had been appealed. The court opinion stated concerning the right
of a pastor to refuse to make known what has been told under the seal
of confession: “It is the duty of the court to protect the privilege, and
there is little danger of the witness, under the claim of privilege, screen-
ing others from justice.” This court decision is altogether in line with
the fundamental American principle of separation of Church and State.
As has been mentioned before in this journal, the laws of the State of
Minnesota have this spring been amended in such a way that ambiguity
as to the sacredness of confessions made to a minister in his capacity as
pastor vanishes. A.
Bur gegenwiirtigen firdliden Lage in Deut{dland, {iber diefes Thema
Bat Prof. Dr. €. Denef im , Sirdjenblatt” beadjtendtverte Actilel verdffents
Tidht. ®Aud dem Artifel, der am 20. Juni erfdienen ift, nehmen Ivic bie
folgenden Paragraphen Beriiber. Nady ciner Befpredjung der Vereine unb
der ¥nitalten, die filr die Stirde tétig find, fihrt Dr. Denef fort: Dicfe
Hirdlidhe Arbeit ijt gemwif febr erfreulid). Freilid), ed ijt ein UAber dabei,
und bied Aber diirfen Iwir nidt itberfehen. 8 fehlt namlid) bielfad nmi
an der redjten Stellung zur Heiligen Scrift, vielleidyt weniger in ber $m:|l
al8 in ber Theorie; bielleid)t weniger bei den einfiltigen Chriften ald 5.!1
ben Filhrern. Diefe Haben vielfad) nod) nidjt den Weg gur Heiligen Srift
al8 der unfeflbaren Quelle ded Glaubens guriidgefunden. Jn biefem Punkte
ift man nod) im Wann der moderiien THeologie. Dafy die Veradjtung und
@eringjdhipung der Heiligen Schrift fdivere Siinde ijt, daf folde Gerings
fdhdpung, tvie die moberne Theologie iiberhaupt, mit Sdulb trigt an bem
Niedergang ded dyriftlicdhen Glaubend und Lebens, diefe Erlenninis fehlt
nod) bielfad). Freilid), der mobdernen Theologie als folder gibt man Mﬁ
und nad) den Abjdjied; jie befriedigt eben nidht mehr. Ein Pajtor fdreibt
im Pfarcblatt von 1930: ,Die Gegentvart ift auf dem MWege, fidy bon geits
toeiliger @Geringidibung von Lehre und Velenninid gu erbolen. DHeute
fragen alabemijdie Lebrer nidit mwie nod) vor dem Siriege, Ivieviel man
ben mobernen Menjden davon nod) gumuten fann, Man beginnt die Sdiage
ber Stirdje tvieder Bervorzubolen. Der WMaterialidmus frilfever Jeit ijt
im Sdinden. Dad Chrijtentum obne Dogma, ofne BVelenninis Hat abs
gewvictfaftet.* 9ber ein anberer, fonjt twohlmeinender Theolog bemerlt
bagu: ,MNidht jeder wird bies lrteil loben.” Statt {idh ilber fold) ein Weteil
3u freuen, finbet man es dodh) nody Gedenflich). Die Yngft vor der Wiffens
fhaft ift immer nod) nidjt gang iibertounben, obgleid) Naturalijten tvie
Hidel und Genoffen abjolut zu den Toten gehioren. Niemand glaubi mehe
daran, bafj dicfe Maturhifienjdhaftler die Wabhrbeit der Oeiligen Sdirift
umgejtofen Haben, Die Heilige Scrift toird ivieder dad Troftbud) und
gelvinnt ihre NAutoritit tvieder. Hoffen tvir, dafy fie in Deutidland bald
Ivieber in ifhre volle Autoritit eingefelst wird. BVorderhand ijt e8 nod) nidt
fo weit. Diefe gebrodene Stellung Fur PHeiligen Scrift Hat drilben einen
UnioniSmus ergeugt, ber geradezu ind Wilde zu [diefen droft. Die Ges
benffeiern des Marburger NReligionsgejpradyd zu Marburg 1929 und ber
Yugsburgifden Sonfejjion zu MAugsburg im Juni 1930 feitens der Unierten
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ﬁt.mbm boll und gang unter dbem Beidhen ber lnion. Die Meformierten
feiecten mit unbd twurden al8 bolle Glaubensbriider beGanbdelt, als ob bie
alten [efrbifferengen nicits mebr gu Bebeuten Hatten. Man fiublte nidgt
ben ,anbern @eift!, rie Luther ifn {pilcte au Marburg YAnno 1520. Maen
filhlte fich im Getviffen gebunbden, aufammenguftefen gur gemeinjamen Arbeit.
i?cl @emviffen und die gemeinfame Arbeit ftand diefen Ghrijten Gober ald
bie Treue gegen das fare Wort Glottes. ©3 ift ja redt menjdlich, daf
man bie ftiarlende Gemeinjhaft aller Glaubigen fudht im Sampf gegen ben
gemeinfamen Feind, den lnglauben; aber ed bleibt ein {diverer Mangel
be3 Glaubens, wenn man folde Gemeinfhaft Goher fdhabt al8 die Treue
gegen @ottes Wort. 3 madite cinen peinlidgen Gindrud, ald8 man beim
Bexlefen ber Augsburgijhen Stonfefjion jolde Stellen iiberging, in benen
bas Welenninis jeugt gegen bdie faljhe RQehre der NReformierten. ESolde
Gtellung fdlieht in fidh oder filhrt dodh gur Gleidjgiiltigleit gegen Gotted
E;ori und Wabrheit. So war bdie Feier der Augsburgiffen Stonfeffion
feitend ber lnierten eine innere lntwabrheit, deren man fidy leiber midst
betoufit tourbe. Ja, felbft von einer gemwifjen Gemeinjdaft mit der Romis
fdben Sirdje trdumt man in gewijfen Streifen, indbem man benft, foldge
Gemeinjdiaft nne toirtli werden, twenn die Natholifen die Gleijtedgaben
Luifer8 und die CEvangelijjen defjen Einfeitigleit anerlennen iviichen.
Cinerfeitd ift diefer Traum jo naiv, andererfeitd verrit er eine jolde lns
fenninid bed Papidmus, daf man jidy billig wundbern muf. Solder Plan
muf gur Verleugnung ded Cuangeliums filhren. Darum tvac ed nur redt,
lbenn Prof. Hicfd in Gottingen fagte: ,Man fann jid) nur wunbdern, daf
ernjte Ménner an folde Traume ihre Jeit verfdivenden und gang vergefjen,
bafy zwifdien der Papijtficdie und der Neformatorijden Nirde die Wabrheit
ftebt.* Wir fremwen uns iiber biefe Worte, die von ecinem ber leitenden
Mianner in der amerfanijd-lutherijdhen Sirde gefdirieben find, und Hoffen,
daf fie fotwobl Hiiben tvie briiben gelefen und beadjtet twerden. aq.
Difficulties for Rome.— While in the eyes of the superficial ob-
server Rome’s power is daily growing, the path of the Pope is more rocky
than many of his adherents are aware of. In Italy the conflict between
Mussolini and Pius XI is continuing, and we can well believe the state-
ment that the Pope is losing a good deal of sleep over the situation. In
Spain large sections of the populace hitherto apathetic are awaking to the
realization of how they have been mulcted in the past by a tyrannical
hierarchy. In Lithuania, the majority of whose citizens are Catholics,
the papal nuncio was recalled just in time, it seems, to avoid being ex-
pelled by the government. In Mexico two states have begun opposing
Catholic influence by strong measures, which are described in the Com-
monweal as outright persecution. With regard to the debate between
Mussolini and the Pope the Christian Century correctly remarks that for
the outsider it has the value of showing the real intentions and purposes
of the Papacy, namely, its desire to rule. Since the Pope sent his last
encyclical secretly by special messenger to Paris and to London before
having it telegraphed to all parts of the world, the last-mentioned paper
facetiously remarks that “to enjoy real liberty, it would seem the Pope
had better give up his sovereignty and move to London; but then, in Lon-
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don everybody else has liberty, too, and that is not what he wants.” It is
partly through such means that God frustrates the high, m
designs of the Papacy.

Good Testimony on Close Communion.—In the question llll of
the Lutheran Standard of July 4 the question is answered, Why do the
Lutherans practise close Communion? The following reasons are given
and are expatiated on: 1. True charity demands it. 2. The self-examination
required by Seripture, 1 Cor. 11, 28, demands it. 3. Our churchly arrange-
ments preparatory to the Sacrament also require it. 4. Fidelity to the truth
demands it. 5. Consistency demands it. 0. Good order and proper disci-
pline require it. While these reasons do not all lie on the same plane,
they are all valid. A.

The Revised Version Fifty Years Old. — On May 17 of this year
fifty years had passed sinee in England the revised English New Testament
was issued. On May 20, 1881, it appeared in the United States. The
Presbyterian recalls that the Chicago Tribune and the Chicago Times had
the entire text telegraphed to them from New York, “constituting by
manifold the longest dispatch over the wires up to that time” In 1801
the American Standard Revised Version was given the public, containing
the preferences of the American revisers. Concerning the present status
of the American Revised Version, the copyright of which has been held
by Thomas Nelson & Sons, the Presbyterian, in speaking of the American
Standard Bible Committee, says: “This American Standard Bible Com-
mittee has been appointed by the International Council of Religious Edu-
cation in conscquence of an agreement with Thomas Nelson & Sons when
the Council took over the original copyright in 1929 and renewed it with
a view to maintaining a uniform text.” While the King James Version
remains firmly entrenched in the affections of the people and, on the other
hand, the revised version is not free from blemishes, the latter is a valuable
aid in ascertaining the meaning of the original. A

Stand ber bdeutifien Miffionen im Jahve 1980. Die folgende Jue
jammenijtellung, die jidh in den ,Algemeinen Mifjionsnadyridten findet,
wird unjere Lefer interefjieren: ,.Die neucjten Sahlen iiber bie beutjde
Mijfion, die dad Jabrbud) (1981) der Mijfionslonferengen bringt, eigen,
bap Cnbe 1020 1,400 deuifdie Mijjionslente auf 6547 Hauptjtationen
arbeiten. Jbnen jichen 9,748 bejoldete eingeborne Mifjiondlrafte gur Seite;
fie betreuen 990,683 Deidendjrijten, gu denen 58,811 Taufbelverber foms
men. Jn 8,472 nicderen und 110 Hheren Schulen werden 211,709 Sdiller
unterridhtet. 29 SiranfenBiujer twerben von der beuifden Miffion unters
balten. Dicfe grofje Arbeit rubt auf einer berhdltnidmafig fef Ueinen
finangicllen Vajis. 7,042,904 RM. an Miffionsgaben famen ous Deutids
land; bagu famen nod) nidit gang anbderthalb Millionen Reididmart ous
bem usland und nidht ganz zwei Millionen aud ben Beidendjrifiliden
Gemeinden und Stirdjen. Danad) ijt in diefem Jahre die Jafl der Mijs
fion8leute um 99 getadjjen, die der eingebornen Miffionstrifte um 656,
bie ber cingebornen Ghriften um rund 48,000, Betradilidy ift aud dbie
©teigerung ber Hiheren Scdulen, um 26. Die Miffiondgaben ftiegen mns
gefdbr um 700,000 RM. 9ber nad) den neueften Nadjridten fdeinen die
Mifjionsgaben im Jahre 1930 bei cinigen @efelljhaften zuriidgegangen
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du fein, und Bei den meiften erreidhen fie lange nidjt die Hihe bed nottvens
bigften Webarfs, fo baf eine gange Meife bon efeljdaften bon grofen
Defigiten beriditen muf. Angefidhtd ber grofen Miffiondmoglichleiten auf
bielen Felbern unbd ber Aufgaben, bie die deutidhe Miffion in ber grumbs
Tegenben Beit fitc die Eingebornentirdien gerabe jefst au erfilllen Hat, wéire
e3 Iataftrophal, wenn die Mifjiondgaben auf dbie Dauer nidt Schritt Hielten.
€3 Iann nidjt genug betont twerden, daf unfer Dienft auf bem Mifjionss
feld Zeine Gelichige MWohltat ijt, bei ber ed leften Cnded gleidigiiltig todre,
ob Ivic fie braufen ober in Deutjdland den Webdiicfiigen eriveifen, jondern
8 fallen braufien jept Entjdjeidbungen filc ober gegen dbad Chriftentum, bdie
ire Folgen fiir bie Ehriftenheit der gefamten Welt Haben werden. €3 geht
ticllich um unfere eigenjte Sadje.” g

The “Lutheran” Taken to Task on the Nature of True Prayer.
In the Theologische Quartalschrift of July, 1031, the managing editor,
Prof. J. P. Meyer, discusses certain utterances of the Lutheran, submitting
comments which deserve being given wider publicity. Taking as his title
“Humanity Seeks Higher Power’s Aid,” our colleague and brother writes:

“The question is raised by the Lutheran: ‘Does one surrender his
convictions when he joins in adoration of God and petitions Him with
those not at one with him in the faith?’ The question is introduced by
& paragraph the burden of which is contained in the following sentences:
‘The Synod of Wisconsin agrees with the Missouri Synod that prayer is
an “act of confession,” in which they can join only with those who agree
with them as to the doctrines of the Christian religion. To pray to God
in o company to which Jews, “sectarians,” and even unbelivers belong
they hold to amount to an admission that one’s own distinctive convic-
tions are not of decisive importance.” The Lutheran evidently does not
share our convictions, although he gives us credit for our consistency of
practise and cannot refrain from expressing his respect for our ‘tenacity
of purpose.’

“In justification of his deviating views, so it would appear, the
Lutheran adds the paragraph the title of which we have placed at the
beginning of this note. Here are the Lutheran’s words: ‘On the night
during which Charles Lindbergh winged his solitary way across the
Atlantic Ocean, there was a prize-fight in “Boyle’s Thirty Acres” near
New York City. The papers of the next day head-lined the story that
the referec of that occasion called upon the thousands of “hard-boiled
fight fans” to pray to their God that the aviator might reach his goal.
We read about it in Montreal, Canada. We do not suppose any member
of the Wisconsin Synod took part in that unique minute of silent prayer.
But suppose he had, would he have compromised his faith because of the
mixed company in which he stood? Of course, the illustration cited is
extreme. We use it because it proves the existence among humans of
a willingness easily excited to ask the Supreme Being, “the only God
they knew,” for what at the moment they want. We have not the
slightest expectation of being at a prize-fight, but at any crisis we are
fairly certain we would stand and pray with a company of fellow-men
in a time of common danger or in behalf of a common cause. It would

be our own prayer to our own God. We have every confidence in His -
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ability to discern the thoughts and impulses of our heart and of each
human soul that prayed. The domain of prayer is greater in ares than
the inclosure of any group of Christians or of all Christians put together.
Humanity feels this. Whenever a group of men and women &re associated
for a good purpose, for a great moral improvement, for a really unselfish
activity, there will be a tendency to engage in prayer. If devout persons
are among them, they will propose prayer. Only from those that have
by rationalism stifled their natural feeling of dependence on that unseen
Sovereign from whom humanity instinctively expects goodness will op-
position to such a proposal arise. We are not surprised to learn that
the American Legion includes appeals to God in its ritual. Assuming
that the objectives are right, we see no reason why Lutheran ex-soldiers
should not lend their faith to carry the pleas to God. But the society
must be a right society, and its purposes must not be in opposition to the
good and gracious will of God as Jesus Christ has revealed and sponsored
that will.’

*The deplorable thing about this paragraph is not the failure to make
the simple logical distinction between joint prayer and simultaneous prayer
together with people of a different faith. From the fact that no valid ob-
jection to the latter can be raised,— we may pray as individuals in every
place and in any company,—no inference can be drawn as to the pro-
priety of the former. The deplorable thing is that the Lutheran appar-
ently regards humanity’s impulse to seck the aid of a Higher Power as
genuine prayer. It may be a weak cffort, it mny require the additional
impetus of a Lutheran’s faith to carry the somewhat feeble pleas of hu-
manity heavenward before the throne of God; but, aside from the ques-
tion of iuherent vigor and considered solely in their proper nature, all
appeals of humanity to a Supreme Being must be regarded as God-pleasing
acts, as God-pleasing expressions of a God-pleasing soul life. Does the
Lutheran not know, e. g., that the Jews, by rejecting the Son, reject the
Father also? How, then, can they offer real prayer? Does he not realize
that all religion of natural man is enmity against God? Natural man's
prayers are an abomination before God. The things which the Gentiles
sacrifice they sacrifice to devils, and joining with ‘humanity’ in their sac-
rifices leads us inevitably into the fellowship with devils. Joint prayer
with ‘humanity,’ far from being commendable, is not even a harmless thing,
but something against which Paul warned in the strongest language he
could command.

“It is indeed deplorable to find a Lutheran church-paper confusing
natural devoutness and the natural religious emotion of feeling dependent
on a Higher Power with true prayer, arising out of a believing heart,
reconciled to God through the vicarious sacrifice of Jesus.— May we, by
a stretch of charity, assume that in this case worthy Homer was nodding?”

A

From the United Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church. — At the
recent convention of this church-body, held at Blair, Nebr., a resolution
was adopted, so the News Bulletin of the N. L. C. informs us, which gives
evidence of fervent zeal in a certain direction. The resolution reads:
“Resolved that the sanctuary be zealously safeguarded against the invasion

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol2/iss1/74
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of any form of sacrilege, such as pageants, plays, or any other kind of
theatrical performances before the consecrated place and be kept pure and
intact for the purpose for which it was dedicated and that the house of
God be not blasphemed; that wherever conditions seem to warrant such
entertainment, the nature of the same be eritically analyzed beforehand,
conducted under strict supervision, and presented in the proper place, that
the ministry of the Gospel be not blamed.” While we are in complete
sympathy with the purpose 6f this resolution, we feel that there is a danger
of honoring the “consccrated place” rather than that which renders and
keeps it consccrated, the preaching of the pure Word of God. What is
more important than barring amusements from our house of worship is
the effort to keep our teaching unadulterated. What is the use of observing
the outward forms of sanctity when the message has become polluted?
A.

Southern Baptists Still Forging Ahead. — While some church-
bodies are at a standstill in point of numerical growth and others even
are compelled to announce retrogression, Southern Baptists are gaining
ground. The denomination was assembled at Birmingham, Ala., May 16
to 21, almost 10,000 delegates being present, and it was announced that at
the end of 1930 the denomination had 79,633 more members than at the
end of 1929. The total membership of this church-body now is 3,850,279.
From the foreign fields reports come, showing that 14,415 persons were
baptized. Strange to say, 5,000 of these accessions are credited to Rou-
manin. To all who know the work and the views of Baptists, it will not
be a surprise to learn that the convention declared Prohibition to be the
most burning question with which the churches have to deal to-day. The
growth of the denomination undoubtedly can to a great extent be attributed
to the fact that this church-body still stands for something definite, and
it is not so badly infected with Modernism as some other denominations.

A

I1. Xusland.

Gin bereditigter Proteft. Wie dad ,CEv. Deutfdland” mitteilt, Hat
im Juni diefes Jahres der Vexliner BVorortverband der Evangelijden Frauens
bilfe, dem aditzechntaujend Mitglicber angehoren, den folgenden Bejchluf
cinftimmig angenommen: ,Der Sturmlauf gegen den Paragraphen 218
R. €t. @. fhat das Jiel, die Vernichiung Teimenden Lebensd grundiabli und
filr jedben Fall firaffrei su madjen. In ihm offenbart fid) bad Streben ber
Menjdhheit, iiberperjonlide Lebensgefebe fiic jid) nidht mehe al8 bindend
anguerfennen. Wir veriverfen eine Lebendauffajjung, vie fie in dbem Sdhlags
tort gum YAusbrud Ffommt: ,Mein Storper gehort mir, und id) ann mit
ibm madjen, was i) will.* Wir lafjen dem Arzt im Falle Hidjter Lebensds
gefabr fiic bie WMutter einen jeiner wijjenjdafiliden und gemwiffenmagigen
fibergenugung entjprechenden Cingriff gu. Aber vir verlangen dic unbedingte
Aufredhierhaltung ded Paragraphen 218 ald Ausdrud bed Vejtehend einer
GlotteSordnung, deren jiindhafie Verleung die jdhwerjten Sdyabigungen fiic
bas Qeben ded eingelnen ivie ded BVolfed Herauffiihrt.” Diefer BVejdluf madit
der . Coangelijden Frauenhilfe” Ehre und twird nidht wenig dagu beiiragen,
ba8 {ittlide Gewiffen zu jdhdrfen. I M.
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Dad nenc Spanicn und bie cvangeliffie Kirde. Der ,OHuiftl Lpos
Togete” beridjtet: ,Eine gang neue Sage fat bie Gtaatdumivilzung in Spas
nien filr bie evangelijde Sirde gefdaffen. Spanien twar bisher bad eingige
Lanbd in Guropa, dasd feine Glaubensfreifeit getwdfrte. WUctilel 11 et biss
Ger geltenden Werfaffung befagte: ,Die Iatholijdhe apoftolifdjscdmijde Res
ligion ijt bie De8 Staates. Die Nation verpflicstet fidh gur Unterftiljung
Des Stultus und feiner Diener. Niemand lvird in Spanien iwegen feiner
religidfen WMeinungen nody wegen der Ausiibung feined Sfultus belaftigt
twexben, borbehaltlid) der fduldigen Hodhadjtung bor der driftliden Moral
Tropbem twerden feine anbern dffentlidGen Seremonien nod) Sunbgebungen
erlaubt fein.’ Das bebdeutete u. a., daf die be[djeidenen evangelijden Hirdens
gebdube Teinen Turm und feine Gloden Haben burften. Der fibertritt gur
evangelijdien Slivdje twar zivar exlaubt, og in der NMegel jedod die [ddrfjten
bilrgerlidhen and gejelljdaftliden Sdyadigungen, wobl gar bie Dienftents
lafjung nad) jid). Die Maurer, die feinen Veidjtzettel bortveifen Ionntem,
toucben nidgt Defdyiftigt, die Landarbeiter, die nidt Iatholifd aren, tours
den ofhne Grbarmen von den Grundbejipern entlaffen, Eliern, bie ifre
Stinder in evangelijhe Sdulen zu jdiden twagten, wurben bon ifren Brots
Derren angegeigt. Gleidhiwobl Haben dicfe Jujtdinde ed nidgt Hindern Ionnen,
bafj dic [abl der Cvangelijden in Spanien auf 20,000 antouds, die in
cinem Stivdjenbund, der 40 evangelijdje Glemeinden vereinigt, gujammens
gefafgt {ind. Die proviforijhe Staatdverfaffung Hat mun bie Glaubenss
freifeit cingefiihrt. [n ihrem Urtifel 8 Heift ed: ,Die proviforijde Res
gictung exflirt BSffentlid), bdie Gewijfensdfreiheit, Glaubensdfreibeit und
Stultfreifeit rejpeftieren zu wollen Man fann berftehen, baf bdie Coans
gelijdjen in Spanien dicd ald cinen Fortjdritt von gefdidilider Vedeutung
empiinden und Degriifen. Freilid) muf die Tatjadje, dafy e8 gum RNieders
brennen von Stivdjen und Sildjtern durd) giigellofe Vollshaufen gefommmen
ift, fehr bedentlidh jtimmen. E8 {djeint, daf Mosdlau bie Hand babei im
Cpiele Hat. Visher fpiclte der Somumunidmud in Spanien Ieine Role.
WVillig abivegig ift ¢8 jedenfalls, fwenn bdie Regierung die dodj fireng Iathos
lijd) gejinnten Monardijten fiix dbie lnrufen verantivortlid maden il
Jm iibrigen ijt 8 jdhiver, bom Auslande Her die Jufammenbhinge gang far
gu iiberfdhauen. Man toird der tveiteren Eniwidlung der Dinge mit Spans
nung entgegenfehen biirfen.” 3T

Wad bad intelligente Japan licft. Wie der ,Chriftl. Apologete” mits
teilt, befand fid) unter den Humbdert Werlen, bie in einem Jahr aud dem
Deutidhen in8 Japanifhe iiberfelst tourden, nidjt mehr ald ein cingiges
religidfed Bud), und bdied twar die ,Nadfolge Ehrifti* von ThHomas bon
Stempen.  Dagegen fvurben in demfelben Jahr 28 Werle bon Marrijien
und Materialiften aus dem Deutfdhen ind3 Japanifde Hiniibergemommen.
Dad erflirt jidh ettvas, enn man im Auge bebilt, daf fidh in Japan aus
ben 75 Millionen Cintwohnern nur cine Galbe Million gum Chriftentum
befennt. Jn ber japanijden Hauptitadt Totio, die eine Gejamteintoohners
3abl von 2,218,400 Hat, gibt e3 nur 115 Skirdjen nebft 262 driflifen
Bethaujern; bdagegen befinden fidh in biefer Grofjtadt 1,082 bubddifijde
Tempel. Dad Verlangen nad) antidjriftlidGen BVildern findet Hiernad feine
Grilarung. J TR
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