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in himJ it is because ha choat you that you are led �~� desire him 
and made to accept him.5 

T~ !"whoso,cver1· �~� the first statement abow 1.nl>lie• uniwrsal grace. 

The basing of saJ.vation on faith in Christ regard].eea of election seems 

to :indicate a rejection of double predestination. 

Synergi sm is not foum a11 part of Spurgeon•e concept of the GollJ)91. 

For him it i s not tho power of man llhioh brings him to God, bu.t it is 

rather the Yrork of God to bring men to grace. 6 

In spi te of the heresies which aca:unpa?V Spurgeon•s concept of the 

Gospel., he is nevertheless quite clear and scriptural in his actual. umer­

sta.nding of the Gospel message. For him salvation depends upon a knowl­

edge of Jesus Christ, the Son ot God. Thia is not merely the historical 

man, Jesus who walked on ea:tth teaching mral concepts. This is the 

J esua who oaoo down from heaven, the Son of God incarnate, God in �~� 

form. For Spureeon it is necessary to lmo1r the Obrist born of the 

Virgin Ua.ry., t he Christ who lived a life of sanctity and sut£ering, who 

wrestled with the po.,;ere of hell in the garden, who was nailed to a 

cross, who thus became obedient unto death on the cross. This must be 

the Chri st \7bo suffered tba full chastisement ot nm•s sin, who bore the 

iniquity of all men, who overcame it by His death and tri12111phed through 

Hie resurrection.7 

s .c. H. Spurgeon, 0 Hol li>I• 2!£!l! Sipal.• (._ Yorks Robert , 
Carter and Brothers), P• 154. 

6 
Spurgeon, "The Comer's Contlict with Satan,• Serm::>m !t £• !!- · 

Spurgeon .2£ Lornon, II, 300. , 
7 Spurgeon., "A Caution far Sindek Soula," Storm Signal.a, P• 173. 



Spurgeon vgry systematically arxl concisely smns up his concept 

of the Gospel in a serzoon titled "A Caution ·tor Sin-sick Soul.8"'1 

Now, if thou vJOul.dst be saved, '1113" friend, it 1a necessar.y that 
thou believo in him vlho was the Son of God and the Son c4 mm, 
and th.at thou believe in tey heart these thi~s of h1m1-F1rst, 
that ha is ad ivinely ordained Saviour, ablo to eave those that 
come unto God through him. Thou must believe, l.1knise1 that be 
is vrlll izig to save, and t.i.at he lfill save those that seek sal­
vation, believing and trusting 1n hi.a power. Whm thou hast be­
l i c·'lo d trrls, thou hast gone a good pa.rt of the way toward that 
saving .faith, whlch shall bring thee 1lnto a state of grace. It 
i s by acting upon this beliat', by casting teysel..t silllp],1' on the 
merits of his hlood, and ot his perfect r1ghteousneas1 aa t.he 
ground of thine accept.once be.fore God, that thou shalt find 
peace. No man can be saved if he does mt trust his soul in the 
Ji.and::; of. Christ. V:e must ;i.ve up ourselves from our mm keeping 
into Christ• s keepi?lg, s¢ng1 "wrd1 take me, save me, make me 
--.·,hat thou i'rouldst have me to beJ m~d then. when thy Father shall 
require rey soul. at the last ~, stand t~ JG"' surety, and bring 
me per:fe;ct and spotless into his presence. 

Point by point Spurgeon• s concept of. the Gospel can be BJJTJ:led up aa 

follows : 

1 . Christ is the Son or God and the Son ot man. 

2. Christ is the divimly ordained Savior. 

3. Christ is willing and able to save those who come to God 
through Him. 

4. Christ will save those who trust in his power. 

5. The ground of m3D's acceptance before God 18 bis reliance upon 
the merits of Christ• s blood am His perf'ect righteousness. 

The above q11otation and the snvrnary in five points express quite 

a complete statement of Spurgeon•s concept of the Gospel. In this 

instance i t is stated in terms or man's believing, and llPOn the con-

di tion of man's believing, 111 ich could perhaps be comrtrued to mean 

that man has a part in his salvation because of his faith, or by- coming 

8 ~-, p. 174. 
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to God perhaps of his o, m accord. This tmught is foreign to 
~ 

'i>Ul'gcon ' s concept of: t he Gospel, and the above atateamts about man•11 

belie-...-:1.ng and coming t o God llllSt be understood "RI. thin the context of 

the Holy Spirit ' s uork which 1lill be discuased. 1n more detail later 

1n t his paper . The above ref'~nce to faith in the power of God, of 

Christ, to aavo, IMy be an echo of the Cal.Tinistic aq,baais on tha power 

and the sovereignt y of God connected to the salvation of man by elec­

tion and i rresi stible grace. Rank Calvinism emphasizes the idea that 

man is saved not so mu.ch because of the death ot Christ, but because 

he is elected. 

Preaclti.11,g of E:xplic:tt Gospel 

Spurgoon i s quit.e consietent in bringing statements of the Gospel 

into every sormon. At times it consists mainly in a reference to 

t he l'.-oro "Gospel" taking far granted that the word will pravoke the 

concli tio:ied thoughts of the hearer to think about the wider iq>lica­

t:ions of tho 1rord. But in the majority or instances stat.ements of 

explicit Gospal a.re made. Thie point is illustrated very well in a 

sermon entitled. rrtove Tey Neighbor.n9 At the beginning o:f· the sermon 

Spurgeon makes quite a point or saying that the Ooapel need mt be 

preached in eve:ry sermon. Be makes this point on the basis of Jesus• 

example. 

Our Saviour very often preached upon the mora1 precepts of the law. 
Many of the semons ~ Obrist-and what sermons ahal.1 compare with 

9
Spurgeon1 "Love TJ:\r lfeighbor," Sermons~ c. H. Spurgeon 2!_ 

London, IV, 42u. - -
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them-have not urat i s now currently called •the Oospat' 1n tham 
8.t n.11.10 

This re.ferenco to the S-:r.rior• s preach:ulg allw!':18 no doubt t.o the Ser­

mon on t he Mount., and contc:1Cis th-::i.t mi;:ch or Jcsus• preaching 118.S con­

cerned .-,1t h t he dut ic9 of human lifo, the fruits of the Spirit, instrtJl>­

tion for t11.o Christian.ts a t titude one toward another. With this kind 

of i nt .'.!'Odu.ctiou we ·would not expect arzy- Oospel-1>roaching ,'lhatsoevar 1n 

t his Grmon. Yet i n spit..e of t his ho does bring the Gospel-message in­

to t hin s ~mon: 

You are o i n.11 ~s this morn:lng--y,,u must feel it: nv sormo~ i.f 
blessed of God, lIDlst convince you all of guilt. Well, then, as 
s i nnors , l e t me preaeh to you the gospal. "Whosoever believeth 
in t b:3 Lord Je311s shall be saved." Though he ha.th hitherto broken 
t his lavr God shall f orgj.ve him.11 

Th.ta factor i o qu:tte consist.Mt in almost al1 or Spurgeon's sel"lll)M. 

In the examples studied, there is to a greater ar lesser degree al.most 

always a ot.1.teirent 'or Gospel. 

Application of the Gospel to Hearers 

Spurgeon's comept of the Goepel can pErhapa be J!lOl"8 f'ull.7 il­

lustrated by viewing his direct ~plication ot the Gospel to b.1a ~ 

ere. A quit/a consistent pattern in Spurgeon•a sermons is tc f'ollcnr , 

the preaching of the Law with fitting statemsite ~ Oospet. To 111~ 

trate .from one particular sermon, Spurgeon recounts to his congregation 

the story of' his conversation with a waterman 1n his boat. l'lbile speak­

ing of religious matters htt asks the waternan it he had a good hope o£ 

heaven should he die. Th-.? waternml felt he did and wien asked upon 

lln,id., P• Wah. -
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what he based this, he j.mnodiately b~aii to recount a mmber of good 

deeds ho had done in his lif c, am expressed the bopo that soon he 

WOUld give u.p the bout and take to going to church. Spurgeon replied 

that t his would never ma.kc him right l'rl.th God, and asked the man if be 

had ever sinned. Tho 1nan replied that he had, but was sorcy f'or his 

sins and f elt ·t,hey wero over because they didn't trouble him mw. To 

this Spurgeon answered ?dth an illustration £rom ever;yda;y' life, aalc~ 

if his grocer ,1oul.d fer give or overlook a debt mere'JJ" because the debtor 

didn't intend to beooim indebted to him arq more. Then he drives home 

the point-if the groce:r will not do business in this way, certainly 

God cannot be expected t.o strike out the debts simp~ because the sin­

ner does not intend to run into deeper debt.12 After ap~ the La. 

in this m.:umer Spurgeon speaks the word of Gospel as f'ollona 

I tol d him hOil the Lord Jesus Christ had paid the debts of sin­
ners; ho.; those that, reposed in h1m, am rosted in his b~ and 
r ight.eousness should find peace and mercy, am the man was delight­
ed, .:ind he s a id he wished be had heard that years aso.13 

There a.re maey examples like this in Spurgeon•s sernDns. Another 

example of Gospel applied after preaching o£ the Law is found in his 

serioon entitled "Comfort Proclaimed," where he tel.1s the hearer that 

he is gull ty be.fore God, that ha ,rl.11 be punished for his sins. Then 

he Comes and depicta the Gospel as the only mans o£ escapo. Christ is 

pictured to b3 man• s substitute. T.oere is oncy- one alternative and om 

wa;y of salvation: "'Either thou must die, or Christ Dllst die for thee. 

T}zy' only refuge is faith 1n Jesus Christ, wbereb7 toou shalt be assured 

72. 
12Spurgeon, "A Caution for S1D-6ick Souls," storm Si.gnals, PP• 170,,,. 

l3Ib1d., P• 172. 
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that Ch-rl.-.t rli !'3£!.lly and a.ctualJ,y shed his blcxxi for thee.nl4 

I n a.not er sermon enti.tled "The Beliaver 1s Challenge" he l!n1ID8 up 

his 8.J?pli ce..tion of Gospel t,o a repenu.nt sinner 1n one simple sent.onces 

"If j70U. are norr l er1 to repent or sin, if' you will now cut yourself on 

the blood and right.0ou:mess of Christ, your aterna.1. salvation shall be 

as sure as your present ex:tstenee. ttl.5 

.~ga.in., in dealing rrith people a.ftl.ieted with their sin, 1'1:lth 

despairing aouls vrit hout hope-even doubting Ood•s ~purgeon 

lead~ t h01il to Christ and his cross that th~ may receive pardon am 

salvation.. f!P. preaches the ~, disarming the sinner 0£ a.rr,y eru.f'-right­

eouaneas or mc.~it of uor ks., and then h9 takes the despairing sin.."ler to 

receive forcivcness at the hand 0£ Ohriet. 

Hot one., m."t"k., not ona, hOi'Tever high 1n station, hou~3r ex­
cell1;nt :tn morality, however profound 1n learning, however lofty 
in .fosre , has ever been able to pasa tho threehold of' heaven ax­
C'Jpt th.ro,teh the aton:tpi blood and meritorious righteousness of 
th.9 Lord J esua Christ • .w 

In !'urthcr ~.8i!Lining Spurgeon's application of Oospe.1 we f'ird 

that it is o.. Gospel applied very personally am intimately to mm. 

Spurgeon pictures no:_.:,e for men in the viork of atonemont wh:!.ch Christ 

perfonned. Christ• s death lras "for mo." The same is true or His burial, 

Ria remL-rrection. Deoause a, lives, man livesJ 1n RI.a del.iveranoe man 

is delivered, because He is free, man is treed.17 Eve17 aspect of His 

l4spurgeon, "Comfort Proclaimed, n Sermona ~ £• !- Spurgeon ~ 
London. v, 210. 

15spurgeon, "The Believer's Ohallenge•" Sermons mr c. H. $1)urgeon 
.r, T .:&. - - -.2!_ ~ondon, VI, 'JI:, 1. 

16spurgeon., "Sinner's Only Alternative~• St.orm Signal a, p. 108. 
17spurgeon, "The Deliver' a Challenge," Sermom !I: £. .!- Spurgeon 

~ London, VI,. 161. 
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SUi'fer:L,g., doa.th <"'.n1. rem,.rrect5.on was ~or mrm., and tho resultant lite 

and v:J.ctory which r.e8U..l tad is also for men. Spurg8"n cannot make it 

mre personal. 1n Hi.s death and resurrection I die and riso. By His 

redemption I am sn.ved. Thie intimate cpplioation o~ Gospel iD depicted 

very beautifully in Spurgeon I s own ,n rds1 

He died .for oe. I cannot be punished far !i\V' sin. He rose agaui. 
I st r i se, and though I die yat shall I live again. Il;: Id.ts at 
t he r i ght hand of God, arxl so must I. I must be crowned and re~ 
'tf.i.t h l:1im .for ever. He intercedes, and ho must be heard. He 
beckons me, a..'ld I rmISt be brQUght at 1€1'1gth to see his face, and 
t o b (-.) with h:tm where hg is.18 

Pictur0s and Figu.res of the Atonement 

To w.:1.ke t he Gospel moro a,q,lic1.t and more easily unierstood, Spurgeon 

depict s i t a t t imes i..11 v2rious tigurAs or pictures. In tli.e sermon en-

t i tJ.C'!d 11The LJe.li cv e.""r's Challenge" Spurgeon pictures the atonement as 

four p~!.1.ar~ of' faith. The f'irst pillar, or the first reason 1TiV the 

Christian ,rill not be condemned 5.s t},.a t Christ died..19 To the death of 

Christ i s here a.scribed the full penalty of the divine justice £ar all 

the &ins of all believers. Div.ine wrath was vieit.ed upon Christ and 'ilas 

exhausted upon the cross. And bees.use o~ this God no longer holds a 

single sin against arry Christ~ Nor is t .here sn:, punishment awaiting 

8.113" believer in Jesus. The believ~•s sin and due pun1smnent r.ere borne 

by Christ on the cross, Md far this reason no Christian will. t!!VP.r be 

condemned. T!ri.s is the first plllar of .faith. 

The second pillar is depicted as the resurrection. The secom raaon · 

18Ib1d. P• 169. -·-, 
19,!b~d.1 P• 157. 
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"f!tw o. bcl}cv '.:!!' wil1 not b~ condomnoo fa tho .f'act that ~U'~tat ha.8 

risen. 20 
It io a po·;.-<)!'.ful argunont for i:J<'.l.'l •s sal V<!tion tha.t Cbriat 

died. Hut .:?. •• .-t i l l r1:iro t clling proof is too tact that Ile roso again. 

Chr l ::;t ' .::: dc3. i.:.h 1-;--..:,c t he act ual payment p! tho debt, but the rG.3U?'r~tion 

i o t h?. pub1 5.c uek 1or,l od,zm•::m.t c£ God that He has acceptod the pq?:l'lllt, 

that the doht i s paid. 

The clevn:tio11 1.i t h Christ to a pla.co of £aver at Ood•s rig."lt hand 

is t he third p 'i "!J 31.• of faith ... 21 Chri:1t is tho rcpresontativa of His 

peopl e, He i.s t heir co1.'1!110n hand. AIXi bocauso He has been elevated to 

a :Pl ncc f dignity a nd f avor, a place at tho 1":l.ght hand ot God, iJrls 
. . 

nsans t h..""'..t Hie p0opl e , too,. sharo in His glory, His ele-wation. llis 

e1'13hri n0i~cilt in eJ.ory. Christ's sitting at the right baDi of !lod in 

glory is to be l ook .d upon, then, as tho acceptance or the c:1ristian1s 

ropre~o t.:lt:i.vc , and therefore also as the aocoptame of tbe soul of the 

indi Vid~J2.l C \:''h :tlan~ 

Tho fourth pilla.r o£ faith is Ohrist 1& int~aion for us. 22 

Clu~at. inter cedes for us~ He present:, His 11DWlds, Wn rent boey &Dd. 

norr.tl'\_'; blood hef O:r{) God the Father, am with them pleads far His peopl.e. 

This t hen :ts pr.oof t l"'..at the Christian cannot be condalDJ8<l. £or the 

blood has not been ohed in vain. It is rathez- on t.he merc7 seat ot God, 

it pleads b C'..f'ore His throna-bef'ore His eyes am :1,n His ears am we 

carmoii der\jr that it will prevail. 

Another pic~e of the atol'1EIJ1ent sets .forth Christ in H1s death u 

20Ib.u. --2:...•, P• 159. 
21:tt.:>id., P• 16.3. 
22Ib'd .....:..•, P• 16S • 
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the hostage of God•s people. He is man's representatiw. 1lbm He 

was bound kl t ha tree, our sins were boum there, when Ha died t!lrf!Jl:7 

believer died in Him, evecy believer was buried with Him. Ile waa God's 

hostage for the wholo church. As the fruit of the harnst of His sut­

fering and dea t h man then firxls his salvation. 23 

The a tonement i n a n'Jther figure depicta "Christ•a death ••• as 

it were t he digging out of the gold of grace out of the deep m:lnee of 

Jesus• sufferings."2.b The gold wh1ch Obrist coined, ao to speak, 1a 

the redemption of' His children, aoo the resurrection was the~ of 

that gol d stamped vii th the Father •s approval, and wbich is now the 

current coin and exchange of the realm of heaven. In other words, Obrist 
. . 

died on the cr oss i n an eJq>iating sacrifice tc:r the sins of man, and the 

resurrec t i on demonstrates God's acknowledgement ani acceptance of' 

Christ's deat.h as satisfaction and payment for man, that he might be 

justifi ed. 25 Such use of metaphors 1n ~geon's aermom is mt 

Spurgeon pictures the resurrection of Christ u .toll.awa. Christ• s 

death was the digging of the well of salvation. The labor was verr dif"­

.ficult am to~me, but Christ dug OD through the rooa of suf'.f'ering, 

am into the deepest caver:na ot· miser.,. But the remrrection 1s the 

springing up of the water. In H1s 4e&th the well was dug to ita wry 

bottom, and the resurrection was the eprirging up .ot the watei- ot sa.1.­

vation. For with His resurrection Olr.l.st brought .forth l.if'e am aal.­

vation, pardon and peace tor every aool. 26 Th:18 1a another metapmr:1cal 

23 .!2!!!•, pp. 16~1. 
2h ~, p.160. 

2Slbid. -26Ibid. -
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description of an a.speot of the atonament. 

Thus we see in Spurgeo~ on the baa:18 of' his •tatllllenta and pictures 

of' t.l'e atomment~ a concept of the Gospel. which 18 buicaJJ7 S'orlptural. 

in spite of some of: his cbctrinal abberratiom. This is a fortunate 

inconsistency. As u result we tim Spurgeon operat:l!Jg with a conoept 

of the Gospel which Td.ll bring new birth and new 11.te to men. The Gospel 

element in his sermons when correctl,1' applied puta into the hearer the 

Potential to br ine about a lif'e ot sanctitioation. 



CHAPTER m 

TI-m: CHRISTIAN 

Spurgeon's Concept of The Obriatlan 

Vfo move over now to the area of the Cbriatian hims~• to 'tr.,' t.o 

determine 1Yha.t kind of individual Spurgeon's concept of a Clriatian 

should be. We shall try to picture what kind of person 1I0111.d fulfill 

Spurgeon I s goal as he through his preac~ attempts to bring his heui­

era into conformity lVith a certain ideal, pattern or Jll>del.. 

Spurgeon looks for his ideal, pattern, and mde1 to Christ Himself'. 

In hie mind a Christian smul.d be a striking likenu• ot Jesus Christ. 

"the best lil'e of Christ," he sa:ya, "ill bu U'Ying ~.-written 

out in too wards am actions of his peop1e.•1 In a sermon art.1 ti.eel 
. . 

"Christ's People-Imitators at H:!Ja," he elaborates a bit oi:i'°wha.t W'IV'8 

the Christian should be like Christ. The first characteristic of 

Christ which men should imitate is bold'De88. Thia means to ba:re a f'aith, 
. . 

a religion which .flourishes not onl7 1n good OC'IJll>NV', in. u it wen,, 

a hot-bed atmosphere, uDier onl.7 fawrable conditions, mt &Lao undor 

tr.vi.ng conditions. The Cbr!stian is tD be bold and to be like Obrist 

in living unto Him no matter lhat t.he oonsequemee. Ohri.art was bol.d 

in Ilia teaching and li'Ving. He dl.d mt care tor man• a esteem. He d1d 

l . -
o. H. Spurgeon. "Cbrillt'a People-Im1taton ot ~· ~- ~ 

£• !!e Spurgeon 2£ London (New Yorks Funk and Wagnalle o~.);,8:,=s&.. 
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Z¥>t live a7ld pr each a religion whtch mer~ sened the t1- or adapt 

it to conform to the ways of the dq'. Even so the Christian shoul.d 

stand up f or his f'o.:i.th, never be~ ashamed of it or f'eeli~ disgraced 

because of' it. He is to bo bold for it, ewn ae Chriat made bold to 

procla in i t . 2 

The Christian fa i'urthormore, to imitate Christ 1n Ms lcm3. Ha 

i3 t o have a lov.lnc; disposition. "Let courage ba the brass, let low 

be the gol d, " he says~ JeStW lived a life ot lava. Be sbawad l.ove 

to,ra.rd childrei'"'l and conun.!med that ths;r be brought to Hia. He did not 

live for Himseli', but for others. The orily motiva of' H1s labors was to 

accomplish t ho good of those who lived in the world. ClU"ist not 01117 

acted in l ove, Ho i s love as God is love. Thoref'ore Christians ought 

to 'l>3 lov:1.ng aJ.so . Love should emanate from the Christian to all. man­

kind. And this involves not only feeling, but deeds. Every Christian 

should use his opportunities to do ~or others what he can. He shou1d 

oporaw in the realm of kind mrds and actions. The Christian sbou:Ld 

live out Christ, relive Hu life in tho k1ndMss ot his own lite. Am 

this lovo and life is to be directed t~ all people. 

If there is om virtue 'llhioh B>Bt comeo:18 ~tians- it is that 
of kimness; it is to lave the people ot 0~ to love the clmro~ 
to love the Yrorl.d, to love all. • • • Imitate Christ in your 
loving spiritsJ speak Jc:l.ruDT, act ~, aid do k1rxD:y, that 
mon :nu:cy- say or you, "He bas been with Jesua.;!3 

Another feature in the lif o or Chri.6t which Christiana should 

imitate is H1a sincere tnm1J1t.,. Tbi.s does not 1Dp],1" 1nter:Lority, or 

2 
~ •• P• 2S7. 

3 
~., PP• 259-60. 



a cringing sort or rear. Christians are people wb:> h&nt been made 

free by the trut h of God. They are equal to all, interior to none. 

Yet they aro to be lmmblo. This is a type or mud] 1 ty which keeps them 

from beine too good for soma. They m1.tst relate 1n good .ta1 th and in 

equality to all people no matter what their station ar position in lii'e. 

Demonstrated :b the life of too Christian this bum1J i ty is to smrr it­

self in t h9 f orge-tting of caste, degree, and rank m thin and w1 thout. tbe 

Church. The Christian mrurt be like Christ who can ctoop, but does not 

t hink of it as st~oping. Ho rmst be humble as Obrist was bmi:>le. h 

The holiness of Christ is al.so to be imitated by His followers. 

By hol i ness Spur geon has in mnd general holiness ot lif o, a goclly 1if e. 

It neans to :lltltate Christ in do:lng gC>Od, to be self-denying even ae He 

trd.S, to be f ervent i.n prauers, to submit to the Father's Ttill~ to be 

pe.ticnt, t,o l c&1 n to endure, to forgive your enemies, to return good 

for evil; in ru.l these things to do t hem even as Christ so val.1 demon­

strated the:n and lived them. T}>.e Christian is to be Goct-like in el.1 

TiaiYB, and b",1 al.l means, so that all 7JS¥ know tha.t he has been with 

Jesus.5 

Spurgeon paints another picture or the Christian as a person 1!lho 

loves his Christian brother, as a man -r:m loves the Church. I£ tho 

Cbristia.11 loves Christ it must necessarily follow -that he love the 

Church mich is the bride ct Christ. A:n if he loves the Church he 

cannot help l oving the children o:f tho Clmrch, the peop.1.e of wh:>m it is 

4 Ibid., pp• . 260-61. -
S'Ibid., PP• 261-62. -



also tho evidence of that l ove, the !"ruit or ser.n.ce. 
withhold his hoa..'1'.'t , ;us hand, or hill house from him • 

"he does not 
6 . ·" 

Perhaps Spm·eeon • s idea oi' a Cllt'istian can vr,ry wel.l bo s1.mrmed up 

i n his folio ·d.ng statomonts 

Those who l:tire: e;ocily and riGhteously .in Christ Jesus• · bal.1¢ng 
in him, are God• s childrens and thotJgh the ~ a:1n. yet thq 
~ nr:,-t l ove sin, nor r emain vrl thout ropenting or it. Hol.incs s ~ 
l ife is t he proof of regeneration, neither can w accept ~ other. 
"By tlL iT i'raits ye shall know them" is a r-.il.e of universal appli­
ca tion. 7 

Stated briefly t han., Spurgeon's idea or a Christian can be described 

in the follm:::ing pointsz 

1. A Chris tian i s one lho believes in Jesus Christ as his Sarlor. 

2. A Christi an is one mo confessea bis faith am his Savior. 

3. A Christi an is one who lives a 1:1£e of love toward others. 

4. A Christian is one mo in his lite is a likeneea of Christ. 

Specific Wor ks .Desi."'Bd 1n The Obristian 

In several of his serJOOns Spurgeon becomes very specif'io in 

mmtioning some or the works a Christian should be doing. He uses the 

picture of the Last Judgment in one se~J am includes all the works 

of benevolence and love lidch the people on the right pS"fOl"JIBd• a.a a 

necessary part of the 110rks and acts or a Christian. ~ are to help 

the destitute and a.ffiicted, they are to teed the bwlgr,r to giw heed 

to the petition or the poor. Am the Ohrietian is to a:, tb:1.8 as it be 

XIV, 

6 Spurgeon, 

7SJ>urgeon. 
238. 

"Love," Sermna !?z £• ,!!e Spurgeon~ LomtoA, v, 330-31. 

"Imitators at Ood1 " Stn1DD1 3: £• !• SpmJeon 2! Loman, 
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t1era doing it un'v0 Ch:ri::;t, for it io trulJ" doing it as uato Christ.8 

The:::::c S3jl0 t.li.ouelit!:1 are carried through 1n another oennon whore 

Spurgeon c.le::;c:.~.im:s tl.LC •,m:.-ks as the fulfillments 0£ what we pra:y• as 

tho ,igroehlent of' our l ife , :i.U1 our prnyors. Be ~' 

' ml ~-;;,ex t hou m st prayod that, rise up am act it. ~ not "Our 
Father., 0 and then look upon t}O" brethren with a ~ ar a .trown. 
I oesc~c 1 rec, l r .re 1:llio a brother, and act like a brothel'• Help 
the needy; cheer the sickJ comfort the fa:lntheartedJ go about doing 
good; ni.n:i:.;tcr unto tho ;;uf fering people of God, whsrowr thou 
find.est t horn., and let tho vi:,rld take knowledge ot thee, that thou 
a..-t nhon on ·:.i~t f eet what thou art ~n tl:tr blaea-tha.t thou art 
a brotherhood 6£ CtristJ a brother born tor amarsitq• like tq' 
7(.a.st,.'3;' 1.lJn:.;uJ.f . 9 

Sta:{;€d :t.12 ore s~l e aentarce, the Christian Spurgeon ha:J in m::L"lfi is 

ti:113 Clr.;•is"i:.lan ,ih:> i'ollmTa the exhortut.ion of st. Paul, "So tJien, as 118 

have opportu.t:.ty~ l e·t; uo d? good to all uen, am especial.ly to those 

liho a:i.~a or thG household o-: .faith.1110 

8spurgoon., 11 r.o~,ro," $GI't))n, El£•!!- Spurgeon _2!. Loooon, v, .331. 
9s pv.reeon., 11Fatlwrhood of God," Sez"l11>118 ~ £• ,!!e Spurgeon ,2! 

Loman, v, 105. 

10o3.l.atians 6s10. 



CHAPmi IV 

The Role or The Spirit 

'l'h0 ;:oly Spirit. recei ves u great deal of omphasis in the sermons 

of Spu:.:>ee cn. '•Icr-J of~jen he fc1.ils to clevelop hem t ho Spirit operates in 

the lives 0£ i..,en., but e:npha.sizos a great deal Tlhat the Spirit docs. We 

can, h..>-.r.svcr, ·:rith :relati ve cert.linty say that in Spurgeon•s thinking 

the Sp:!.ri -~ uses as t he ·oediwa o:f His activity tr.o Ward 0£ God, the Gos­

pel a.nc:! tl~c ac:.oranrmts. That t;~o Spirit uses the Gospel to exert His 

acthJ·ity· upon tho l ives of men is brought out in this sta.tecent :from 

ono of ~liG sermons: 

I t it: bt thti gospel of Jesuo Obrist that theJ:ll'it of . God m>rks 
In the carts of men. •Faith oometli bi hear , mil hear:iiig 6i 
t1ic 1':UJ.'.'d. or 1.iodll: {he Holy Spirit UB08 the bearing :)f the ll"Ord 
of God f or the conviction, conversion, consolation. and samtll'i­
cation of ne...-ri.l 

1:xpJ.ici t statements like the above statement are quite rare in the 

sermons of Spurg eon. ,Seldom docs ile define the means o£ the Spirit's 

actiVity s o clearly. This passage togother with a.llusio!l8 f'ound 

throughout his saI'IOOns indicate quite detiJtl. tel)r +,bat Spurgeon does 

not beliovc in an immediate operation of the Holy Spirit outside o£ 

the r:orc1. Im example of suoh an allusion might be .roum in the .fol.:l.oll­

ing statement or Spurgeom 

1c. H. Spurgeon, "!be Indnll.1.ng and Outtlowing o~ the Ho],7 Spiri. t, • 
Twelve Sermons on The Ho1v Spirit (I• Yorks naa1ng H. RGYal.1 Co.), 
p. j(I). - - ::.:x. 
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If the p a st,01· ca.:.'l t urn to hio church and sav. "See. hsre• what 
doct.rines or grace can do, See in the lives of our ohurch-mem­
bsr::; Tihat. tho Spi.r::.t of Gotl can produce;" thon ho 'Ylill have an 
unanswerable argument 'Wherewith to silence ga1neayare.2 

Notice that he attributes the good to doctrines of grace in 11bich the 

Gospel is implied. And then he goes on to point out that the good 1s 

produced by ·!;he Spirit o: God. By implication we can conclude that 

the Spirit is i nstrumental. in bringing about good through the doct.Tines 

or grace. 

Tho Holy Spirit, aocor~ to Spurgeon, exerts inf'luence also 

through t he sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. It is evident 

from hie discussion of this subject that he docs not believe in the 

real prccence of Christ in the Lord •s SUpper. 3 Be speaks of the value 

of t.he sueramenta only as the Spirit is associated and connected with 

the.'Il. The same i s also truo of the \1ord of God. lbwever• due to the 

function of tha Spirit the Word am the aacramenta do have power. The 

grace of God docs go with both sacraments for the conf1rming of the faith 

of those who r ccoive thamJ they are eyen affective for tte conversion 

of those 1.'lho mei"'ely look upon the ceremn_r. This evident power 1n the 

aacrar.icmts i ndicates to Spurgeon the following, 

There must be somoth:i.ng1 then, beyond the outlmrd OereJIOJV'J there 
must.., i n fa.ct, .be tlle Spirit of God, 'ltl tncssing throuzh the water• 
vl tr1essing through the wine, l'l1 tnossing t!rough the bread, or 
otherwise none o£ ·t.hase tJ.1ings could ba means of grace to our 
souls. They eould not edifyJ they could mt help us to CCIWidD9 
,rit:'l ChristJ t.11e-.r could nat terd. to the conviction of sinners• ar 
to t he establishment of saints. There must• thtn, from these f'acts, . 

2c. H. Spurgeon, nJ.mitators ot God," Sermna ~ o. B. Spurgeon of' 
London (Nmv York: Funk am Wagna.118 COJ!Il)a]V'), fiv, 2J7.- -

3sp.u:rgeon• ''!'lecest1ity ot the Spirit's Work," Sermone ~ £• !­
Spurgeon ~ London, VI., 191-92. 
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b e o. higher, unseen, t1tYSterio1.1.s in.flu~nce-the infl:ifflco of tho 
divine Spirit of God.ll-

Spurgeon holds the sazoo viav of the Word of God as be does ot the 

sacraments. In his thinking the \'lord is of no avail UDtil the Spirit 

brings to na n the things of Christ and smws them to lrlm. Christ's 

book means l'lO't hing to men un.til they have r eceived the Spirit of grace. 

The r ec ord 0£ Christ I s death, His shed blood, His atonement is nothing 

but a taJ.e t o t hose 1rho hear it unless the Spirit uses this record and 

leads mon to the cross, opeM their f!Yes, and enables them to see Christ 

cruc·H'ied :for ·t hem. It is only through the po,ier and wark of the Spirit 

that nen will see pm'ler 'and redemption in his blood.5 

I t is t hen for Spurgeon the activity of the Jbly Spirit which 

brings men to Christ, , rhioh converts them. It is the lbly $pir1 t wh:ich 

DB.1-;cs r-..an feel t he need for a Savior. It is also the Holy Spirit 

um.ch leads i51erl t o sey., n 'Tl\v uoum.s, 0 J eB1ls1 shall be rifl hi~­

place; ·t by blood shall bo ntV' washingJ tey righteousness shall be lJ\Y 

· 6 
cloth:i.J,~;. t hou, and thou alone, shalt be ~ all in al.1. '" 

Spureeon puts it another ,ra;y l'lhen he sa:ys that the Holy Spirit 

perfects us in holiness. He is th:i.nking· of tM:> kinds o£ perfection. 

The one is the porfection o.f justification, an:l the other is the per­

fection of' sanctification. The porf'ection of Justification :!.s the 

bringing of the man to .f'aith: or,~ as was said 1n ef.f'ect above, to br11€ 

4Ibid. -
5Ib:Ld., P• 19). 
6c. H. Spurgeon, ns1rmer•s o~ Alternative," Storm Siena].s (N'cw 

Yorks l1ob3rt Cartei• ani Brothers), P• uo. 
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o. 1.~ ·..,., C;1.!".lc~ ao s~v1or. 7 Thia is sanot1£':toat1on in tho wide 

conso. ,. o coa concl:ude th~,, that 1n tho rurx! o£ Sptrgoon the fio]y 

S~!l.!"'io 1.o tho ea:.wo or mln' s comrors1on. and that. t.he Spirlt accoq,-

1.:J.oh .:i !~:::;: r,nli'i'~G~ tt.iro~h the ~nt 0£ the Word ot Ood, tbe 

Go..,_ cl. ~ T'·~v t·;l t: ~ t!~o iG'} the sucraments. 

!111 1± : of µc.rl"OCtion io tiX> !> 'i"ootion of sanctifica:tion. 

r.:.th ulti.oh 'lv ;:.:,o pt"l.!.:..U"';lly oonotrnod in t.."l~ a paper. It. i:, tho BilnCti• 

::.:le:.it:lon \11uct1 :..o .., .w. ~Tod 1:t" too ~r.fcctions o£ tho nos11. tJ-.o 

c.tV:' 1 luct.-, m,, l .. ":..,. nat_ooo. 'i.>ut mlioh Tlill. be i'i.'lAl.ly nn.1 oocp1otely 

£uJ.f'illeu :1:-J t:--:~ .:orroftct·. Th.is iD ru.so accocplichod b3' too P.o~ 

··n 'i.:io r.:.· .i.'1,., s~n . .,o is u ~oau o~!~s in tJ10 e~ or S,Purceon. 

I~ : .. 1 t:,::,· UA,:,, rJ0tr&- oi tho Holy Sp:L~t th.it Clrioti:lm o.re on.:ml.c<l to 

r-.c ·;:;,J Cl ~J.vt , oo ~i1.y, to mipioter to tile ncooasitios of th:> poor, 

to e!)~':'~.:. t.he d .crpt>atliri_.;1 un1G9~ he :to aided by tilO spirit of Oocl. lO 

.Ar,~ .:i~ --n, :J:i lo ow;, by tho o.id of His divine Spirit ~~t "m ~ 

- ---------


