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nothing, €€ acdevnuelos (2 Cor. 10:10). In obher instonces
the word stands alongside the deed as a complementary
equivalent (Col. 3:17; 1 Pet. 3:1; 1 Tim, 4:12; Rom. 15:18;
2 Th, 2:173 Lk, 24:19). And there are times when the word
is the bearer of miraculous power and the doer of mighty
acts (kt. B:8,16;3 Lk. 7:7).

/\d&ws is a perfectly good designation of a written
document, speech or section of a book, such as the Scrip-
tures (Ac. 1l:1; Heb. 5:11; 13:22; Jn., 12:33; 15:25; 2 Pet.
1:19; 1 Cor. 15:54). dords are = proper designation for
the written works of & prophet (Ac. 15:15; Ik, 3:4) or of a
writer of the New Testament (Rev. 1:3; 22:7,9£.,18f.). The
written letter is the beorer of the word (2 Th. 3:14). On
the other hund, word can designate the spoken word in con-
traat to the written letter (2 Th., 2:235 2:15; 2 Cor. 10:10;
Acs 15:27).

Two lebters from the pen of Faul illustrate the varied
relationships between word and knowlecdge. The word can
contain knowledge ond wisdom (1 Cor. 12:8). The word stands
next to knowledge as & congenial and correlative complement
(1 Cor., 1:5; 2 Cor. 8:7). And the word stands opposed to
knowledge (2 Cor. 11:6). Five words spoken with the mind
are worth more than a thousand words spoken in a tongue
(1 Cor. 14:19), becousc words uttered in a tongue are not
clear and intelligible, ,u?n El:'gu,uos /\o/xos (1 Cor. 14:9).

N\&yws cen designate the subject of discussion, matter

or thing in the sense of that about which one speaks (k.
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9:10; &c, 8:213 15:65 19:58 and perhaps Mt, 5:32). This

o
@
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a

ugage is a JSenit
The dienoetic element comes to light in some technical

uaes where the general meaning is thet of computation ox

reckoning, /ugv; is the word for zmn accouant or zccounting.

" ke

At the judgment seab every one will have to give on account
of himself{ or his actions to God (Rom, 14:12; Heb, 15:17;
1 Pebt. 4:5; Lk, 16:23 ¥t. 12:36). The town clerk in Ephesus

feared that he znd the crowd would be called upon by the

c

fficinls Go give an account for disturbing the peace (ic.
19:20). Peter exhorted Christisns. to be ready to give an
account of their hope H0 any one who celled upon them (L Pet.
#:15)., Iu the papyri eﬁ:ﬂé}a/ was & technical term with
the meaning, "in sebttlemcnt of zn account."%g fhiz signi-
ficance stanmds behind soveral passages in the New Testament
(Phil, 4:15,17; Lit, 18:23; 25:19). Adyes designotes the
reason, causc or motive behind an ection (iAc. 10:29; 18:14

and possibly Lt. 5:352).
The Theologiccl Usage

As in the 0ld Testament the basic religious relation=-
ship of the Hew Testoment is cormonly expressed in terms

< 7
of hearing snd speaking, announcing and witnessing. Aayos

*DCampbell, Ope Cite, De 284

My, F. Arndt and F. W. Gingrich, “Aoyos o in 4 Creel:
Inslish Lexicon of the lew Tesbtanent ond Cther Laxm
Chriction LiLerapure (Onicamo: The UNLversity O nicago
TTes8, CelJ57), De 479
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is a designation of God's revelztion, lis command, word oz
commission., The Word is God's elder revelution, the Old
Testament, The singuler, Adyos , designates a particular
passaze, promnisec or commend of the 0ld Testarment (Jn. 12:383
Iite 15:6; RHom. 9:93 135:9;5 1 Cor. 15:5435 Goal. 5:145 Ik, 7:135;
flebe 2:2). VWord caon nzan prophecy (2 Pet. 1:19), revelo-
tion (Jn. 10:35), surposc or nlsn (Rom. 9:6) of God without
exxplicit meation of any particulsr passage or words., God
created the world by His word (Heb. 1ll:53 2 Pet. %:5) and
has by the seme powerful word stored up the creation for

o Patl % - S
Judgment (2 Pet. 5:7)s Only Iuke uses the plural, Aoyo/ ,

&

lezignetion of the umessage of a prophet (k. 3:43 Ac,

HLE

5 ' Sf. -‘"—.0. 0 ')5)
desus znd the Toxd

The T.ogos iz related with speciel closceness to Jesus,.
It is important to note thet the New Testument never reports
that the Aa’yos or éﬁ}ua "come" to Jesus. The phraze, "the
word of God (of the Lord) came," is mebt repeatedly in the
014 Testoment as a formula of prophetic inspiration. The
Jord of the Loxrd came to 3ammel (1 Sem. 15:10), to Gad,
David's seer (2 3am, 24:11), Lo Jderemiah (Jer. 1:2; 2:l; 7:
1), to Hosea (ios. 1l:1), and to other prophets. The Tormu-
la of prophetic inspiration appears only in ILuke in the
Hew Testament and only in his pre-history. In the junc

Dimittis Simeon implies that the ghpk of the Lord had come
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to him (Ilk. 2:29). The highly stylized, formal, ond some-
what repgal introduction to the mianlstry of John the Baptist

- 2 S e = ~ 7
clinexes in the decleration: Eysvers grua deov em lwwvvav

(i1k. 3:2).

o

Iuke's use of the prophetic formula signifies that he
nlaces Simeon and John the Baontist into bthe Cld Testament,

45  pnat "the word of God"

pre-Chrictisn, prophetic period.
is never used of & special directlon or revelation from \God

to ooy individual in the MHew Testement, except in the pre-

[

213

(4

ory, suits perfectly the primitive Christiaon conviction
concerning the finality and exhaustiveness of the revela-
tion which is in Jesaus Christ. 45 For the early Church the
word of God has received a new content snd character from
the moment of the coming of Jesus.

The New Testament does lmow of revelation to individe-
uals, but the old prophetic formula is studiocusly avoided.
Paul went up to Jerusalem by revelation, irom//‘\uw‘ (Gal. 2:
2). Imke roports that the Spirit (iAc. 16:6) of Jesus (ic.
16:7) dirceted the coursc of Poul's itinerary in Asia
Minor. Poul was told by an Angel of God that no lives
would be lost omonz the crew on the storm-tossed ship (Ac,
27:2%%.). The Lord directed Paul in s vision one nighé
(Ac. 13:9), as He had previoualy revealed iHis will to

Peter in & trance (dc. 10:10).

“Opygmm, IV, 114,
#B1pi4.
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for does the iew Testement soy that the word of God
ever ceme to Jesus. The ¢wv5'ut Baptisn and the Transfip-
uration was not & commisaioning of the prophetic pattern
but wss confirmation und strengthening. It hes itz anal-
ogy not in the provhetic formula of the 01d Testament bub
in the zip ¥72 of Fudaisme !

It is guestioned whether Jesus Himself ever used the
vocebles, "word" or "word of God." In the ilew Testzment all
the synoptists record the parable of the sced =nd the soil
(idce A4313if.5 Mbe 17:18£L.3 Ik, 8:11ff.). This is the only
place where Matthew end dark report thet Jesus Himself em~
ployed Lhe tonm,élAéfﬂi. The diffieulty is compounded for
interpreters by the sllegorizing explanation here attributed
%0 Jesus, which very neatly suits bhe experiences oi the
apostolic compunity. Interpreters nesitate to draw o
conclusion from this porevble sbout Jesus' use of )@%bs .

AU oany matey the purable rellects the confidence vhat the
word is the historical Christ—evcnt.ﬁg

imke has two furbher insvacces of Adyos in the mouth
of Jesus (Ik. 8:21 and 11:28). The parallels of the first
(Ik. 8:21) record the vocable,‘ﬁsﬁnﬂu s rather than I\Jx’“ .

3ince we capnot be sure which Aramaic term Jesus employed,

g
*3033., Do 115.

#31pia., pp. 123f.
“Pipia., p. 127.
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no conclusion can be drawn from this occurrence, Luke ‘alone
records the other case (11:28), "Blessed are they who hear
the word of God mmd keeop it." The lack of synoptic parallel
and the paucity of other evidence that Jdesus cmployed the
voc&ble,hé@%, combined with the fact that the early Chris-
tians frequently spoke of hearing the I\C%M make it both
posaible and probable that the term is en intruder, while
it 5611l reflecta for lmke the term that Jesus actually
used.50

dJeaus' word is

O}

part of a grester whole. Iis words
are viewed togebther wivh Hie acts end are always seen in
the 1ight of Nis death and rising.”’: The eschatolomically
new thing that hes arrived with the coming of Jesus is no
entiby with independent ezistence and substantizalivy along-
side end oubside of MHis person. dJesus is not merely a
teacher of the rabbinic pattern who developed a teaching,
trained a circle of disciples, and hended dovm a tradition.
The Hew Covenant has made its debut not in o doctrine, not
with words, not in a new-fengled theology, but in Ilis blood,

L |
in iiis person, in the historical event which Ie is.s“
The VYord as the Christisn Kerygna

thet which is most often meant by the phrase, "the

D1pid., pe 123
5lThid., pe 109.

521%48., p. 128.
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Jord of God," in the lew Testoment iz the Christian kerypg-
mu.5§ o perccotible difference in neconing exists among
the phrases, 51\0’3/05 ’ ¢ Aoyos ToU huel’ou, ] r\a';rus o0 Yead ’
as a comparison of Acts 6:2 and 6:4 shows. Luke-Acts has
sixteen of the thirty YNew Testoment occurrences off Aé}us
Tou Yeel with the meaning, "Christion message.” /\o/bzof. T
ku@f;u appears six times in Acvs and twice elsewhere in
the llew Testament. The korysma is designoted simply A og'os
forty times in the liew Testament, thirteen of which appear
in Tuke-Aets. The prinitive Christiasn proclamation can
also be called "word of the reiga" (Mt. 13:19), "of sal-
vation® (Ac. 13:26), "of grace" (iAc. 20:32), "of the cross”

1:18), "of reconciliation" (2 Cor. 5:19), "of truth"

iohe 1:13; 2 Tim. 2:15).° The word (of God or

F
C
]
l..
e
|_I
\t

of the Lord) ic the message concerning Christ, which is
synonymous with "the Gospel" and “the kerygna. n33
é
Paul's epistles abound in references to the AoytS as

the Christian kerygna:

The Thessalonians received the word (1 Thess. 1:6, cf.
23 l;-). The word should speed on =mnd triumph (2 Thess.
%:1). 4And indced the word huas sounded forth from
Thessalonica (1 Thess, 1:18). Ghat came to the Corin-
thions wes nothing but the word of God (1 Cor. 14:%6);
that which is taught among the Galatians is the word

5-:51.’.tzg:l:':i..f.‘:i‘.' des dortes, Dp. 279f.

Shaudols Bultmemn, Theolomy of the lew Tostament
o : - - i '
translated by Kendrick GRoDEL Eh;e'é?“'forls:= Chorles
Seribner's Sons, ¢.1951), I, 88, Hersafter this work is
referred to as Theolomy.

51pid., I, 87.
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(Goal. 6:6)3 Foul's imprisonment resulied in more cour-
ageous specaking of the word by the brethren (FPhil. 1:
14), The proclamation given to Paul is the word of
God (2 Cor. 2:17; 4:2), and it is not febttered even
when the Apostle is in chains (2 Tin. 2:9). The mis—
sion of Timothy is to preach the word (2 Tim, 4:2).
The worxd ils the declaration of the mystery of Chwrist,
for which Paul now lies in prison (Col. #:3). Paul's
éivine office lis to make known the word of God, the
mystery hldden for asges but now revealed, Chriat in
you (Col. 1:25ff,). 7The word of truth is identical
with the Gospel (Col. 1:53; Eph. 1l:13), what God had
nromiscd long gges ago fie has made !movm in ilis word
through the kerysma entrusted to Paml (Tit. 1:2f£.).
The content of the Aoyos is "that Chrigi came into the
world to save sirners®™ (1 Tim. 1:15).°

The living snd abiding word of God which accomplishes
the new birth (1 Pet. 1:23) is nothing but the gospeled
word (1:25)3 the word implanted in the proclamation rescues
the lives of men (Jas. 1:21).57

The power and vitality of the Christian kerypgmsa de-
rives from Ghe fact that 1% hos as 1ts content nothing but
Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Word (Jn. 1l:1,14). Iuke 12:8
interprets a verse of liark (8:38) in such a way that it
shows that The person of Jesus is contained in Iis word.58
The fricnds and relatives of Jesus are they who do God's
will, who hear His word and keep it (ILk. 11:28; 8:21; Jn.
15:14), Thus the closest relationship to Jesus is estab-
lished by one's attitude toward the word. dJesus is God's

last word (ileb, 1:2), and so He can rightly clainm to speak

Bopgzim, IV, 116.
271bid., pe 117,

58pempifs des Worbes, pe. 2743 R. Newton Flew, Jesus
ond His Chuzch (London: 5h5 Epwoéth Press, 1951), De. 59
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in God's name (B, 5:22,28,32,34,39,44: "But I say. « «")e
Jesus is the content of lanedzseu' and the nﬁéuﬂux o
Hde procleimz 1lisht $o the peonle end to the Gentiles
through the Church's preachment (Ac. 25:23%). Paul preaches

Christ crucified (1 Cor. 1:25). The Apostlc rejoices that

(-
5
e
{

<t
E.-

i procleimed whether in pretense or zincerely
(Phil, 1:15ff.). Philip the Lvangelist preached Christ to

the Sanapritans (lc. 8:5). Paul preached Jesus in Corinth

(1 Cor. 11l:%4), ns he had at Damascus (Ac. $:20; cf. 19:13).
indeed he preaches not himsclf but Christ Jesus as Lord
(2 Cor. 4:5), Chriat Jesus was preached (1 Pim, %:16; 2

-~

a
Ol l e

an

.—I
(58]
o

wd
pyd

waving risen from the dead (1 Cor, 15:12),
Jer iz & nr £ £0nyyeAi Lsw 1 the eowyyéd
Jesus iz the conbonb of fIRYYeAI LW and the eowyYyéd/,

- o - P~ - - ’

FPhilip spoke o the Lthiopian the good news, Jesus, &vay—

34/\1211'0 AT Tov Tueolv (ic. 8:35). God revealed Jesus o
Poul that he nipght preackh the Son of God amcng the heathen
(Gal, 1:16). The veaten disciples did nol stop tecching
and precching Christ Jesus (Acs 5:42). The Chriastiens
scattered by persecution nreached the Lord in Antioch (Ac.
11:20). These suffice to demonstrate that Jesus Christ is
the essentinl content of the kerygmo and gospel of the

primitive Church.
Imkte's Special Usage

Tow it is time to atbempt to characterize Iuke's pe-

culisr use of Aéﬁs by btaking a closer look at the Gospel
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according to St. Iuke =nd the Acts. The words, Aoyos ,

/ - 19 - g 7o = S -
Acyos To6 Yeoo, and Adyos Tl kueicv , oceur more freguently
in Imite-Acts than in any other writing of the liew Testae-—
ment. The explangtion for this phenomenon ia probobly o
be souzht iun Luke's intercest in missions.

In Acts the word of God is the nissionary preaching
o - - ‘--‘ L rem H -
whose cocntent is Jesus Christ and Him alone.”” The Word of
God is not the 0ld Testament (Ae. 17:11; 11l:1), but it is
the wond concerning Jdesus, o whom the 0ld Testament points
[l
60. 4

a proghetic finger,. Acts records the spesking (AKAEw)

-

of the word (4:29,51; 1 16:52) 4 its pro-

~
p
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e
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v

elamation, Luc‘r.xn‘é//\?\snf 15:53 15:365 17:13), &ox b’s:hl;:e-a@au,
(8:43 15:35), end bteaching, 5‘5"9{6’“—“’ (13:11). Thercupon
some hear the word, &KOt’glV (&si; 13:7,843 19:10), receive
it, ési{seﬁw (8:14; 17:11), cnd thereby glorify the word,
L > 7

50%9“;&"/ (13:48). The growth, “0§°<\’EH/, of the word will
be treated sceparately.

Mhe Sitkovix Too /\q/'w (ic, H:4) hes caused difficulty
smong the interpreters. The phrase cvidently means "pro-—
clamation of the Gospel."®l The d ixkovia ToU Adw is the

content of the Apostolic office, and the unzlterable

]

myenz, IV, 116.

g ¥

ib

I

Ge

o
1~

Adolf Harnack, The Conatitution znd Law of the
Church in the First Iwo Ccnburies, trepsiabcd by Fe Le
Pogson, calted by T'I_. D, &, awojor (Londom: williem and
Horgate, 1910), D. 337. :
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content of that office is teatimony to JGS'U.B-GZ Servants
of the word arc by no means repeaters of a tradition made
up of sayingss; they are not 'J.‘uzme.ites.sa They are eyewit-

nesses who testify to Ghe Clu-ist—event.@"

This is clear
from the prologue of Luke's prior treastise. The &'n"’ &exng
RoTSTrAl havre becone éwnesj‘r.xl Te0 ?\orou 3 these two are
rclated functions. <Thet they are eyewibtnesses is a deci-
sive presu-mositicu Tor bhe sexvice of the word. They
Itcnow the -A; ukrx that have heppened; that is, they are eye-
witnesses of Jesus Christ, of whonr the word iz wi‘bness.65
Tnke's witness o the power of the word is so strik-
ing thoet some heve been led to remaric fhat the word in

ks
n6® mne word be-

Luke acquires a "mystical independence.
comes materialized and nearly achieves hypostatization,
seys Hornack.®? On this view the ministry of the word (6:
4) mey mean thet the word of God is the master of the
a_:_‘)ostle.‘s.""s But such a conjecture lacks proof,

The power end liveliness attribubted to the word are

S2pyziwe, IV, 116.

S31pid., p. 126.

Ghrpi,

651pid., p. 116.

GGHarnadk, ODe Ciley Do 548.
57Ibid., p. 337.

81pid., pe 337 n.
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completely cxpliceble on the basis of the personal presence
of the risen Loxd in the kerygma proclaimed by the young
Church. +hile scarcely anyone disagrees that the exalted
Jesus is the content of the missionary proclémation, a

suall bub impoxtbaont group of passages conbinnes to puzzle
interpreters. They are the progress reports.

The progress reports with which this paper is con-
cerned read as follows:

deta 617, Kl & Adyos TdU Yeod Vl.:ilg\"(VEl/l kxi EmAn-
Jovero & xerPuvs v mad nciow

Acts l2:24, & &e )\c%cs Tou Kue\/ou nalgowgv‘ ek Zn')mi:"cfvfw.

 lets 19:20, a&frws KTt kedTos ToU Kuetzu & )\ogfus
nu c‘i;wf. VEv Ol "i"(.,‘}(u.ﬁ/.

The nossages have been variously exegized. As stated
above, Adolf Harneck finds in Luke-Acts the beginning of
the materialization of the word of God, so that it achieves
a mysbticoal independence and scparate exisbence as a thing

fc\ e . - . .
27 He =zdduces two passages as supporting

or person apart.
his conjecture, including a progress report (6:7 and 6:4).
He believes that o 1\0/3’09 is the resular term for the con-
tent of the new relig;ion.?o

Henry d. Cadbury lists Ao/xos as a designation of Chris-—

'biani'by.?l He denies that f\o/ros Too Peco (TU0 kueiev) or

%91v1d., pp. 337, 348.
PO1pid., pe 335.
?luNanes for Christians end Christienity in Acts," in




Jeockson end ALrsopp

27

équx is hypostatized 2s a person in Acts, bub it is a
concrete Uhing and appears to desigunute not merely the
preaching but the whole Christian enterprise, & usage
which is especielly cleaxr in the progress reports.72

in his sprightly little commentary R. R. Williems in-
Gerprets Uhe progress reports as descriptions of the wide
preaching of the G<:>.f.;pe1.?5 Sut almost all commentabors
gre of the opinion that the verses include nore then the
proclzmation, &, e 7 Bluni says that the phrases refer
to the effect of the proclﬁaation.74 Znd He d. Holtzmann
thinks thaet the word of God is shorthand for "the results
of the word of God."’”? In exegizing the pessages as refer-
ences o the proclamation of the CGospel and the acceptance
it won in human hearts, Hans Hinrich #endt summarizes the

thought of many of the interpreters.76

The Beginnings of Christicnity, edited by F, J. Foakes-
2Cl ; T : ondon: The llacmillan Co.,
1993) ? J’ ;’91-

721pi4.

p - _ 4 .
7’The Acts of the Apostles, in Torch Bible Commentar-
es, edited by dJdohn Larsn, aAlan aichardson =nd R, Gregor

i
Swith (Tondon: BCH Press, 1953), p. 106.

7%0ne Lcts of the Apostles, in The Clarendon Bible,
edited Dy Thomas strong, Herbert #ild and George He Sox
(London: Oxford University Fress, 1923), p. 19%4.

?Spie A ostelrzeschichte, in Hand-Conmenter zum Neuen
Pestament (Drivee Auilage; tuebingen: dJd. Ce De MODT,

1501), p. 52.

76Die Apostelseschichte, in Kritisch-exegetischer

Kommentar Hiber dos Leuc Llestoment, vegrucndes von He Ae We

Mleyer (Gbvoingen: vardenhoeck und tuprecht, 1913), p. 199,
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e

Re lewbon Flew, who has evidently learmed aond borrowed
from Hernsck with regord to the word of God, btalkes snother
Gucks, The word of CGod is a divine message of nighbty power
which constitutes the Chu:ech.?? S50 he conceives the growth
of the word of God as a synonym for the growbth of the

-hurch.73 Alphons Gteinnuan hesitates to sian down the pre-—
cise content of the phrase, but it appesrs that the Church
has a slight edge in his :J;:;irv.ion.79 ipwin Preuachen like-

wise interprets the prozress roports as desceriptions of
the growth of the Clureh.=0

44 1s not surprising that commentebors £ind in the

progress regorts o refcrence to the 'surc'.hle of the seed and

the soils., Richord Belward st.chnu.m ond Illeinrich Aupust
= ey
wilheln ..-.c,),rcr‘ “ believe that the word of God which grows

L
end wultiplies is Ghe sced that was sowm (M. 15:31f.3 Lk,

4 .')0' Je

~i cit.’ e 1_7", 122
?83p3d., p. 122,

?"’)ic ADOS te'i';cucn.!.cnuc, in Digc Heilis c schrift des
dcucen Testamcntes, herausgegscben von Trita IIJ-aum
-——r-nT——-—-n-u
(Vierte Auflcge; sonn: Peter Hanatein, 12 ,:-’ub), PDe 655,

E}C'I)-e Apogtelmeschichte, in :ilandbuch zum llcuen Zesto-
nent ("’u B:Lnf;eno o Vo e KQO’GI" IVIE) e Jiao

81""13.@ ncu-* o5 Lhe .a.uo..,l..les in Vestminst Cnmmen—
tonies, COLibeG by Jalter J.'ocL ( ath e‘IEi on; .Jon-:lo.n.'

Teshuen ond Coe, 1919), p. 528.

“201-14--“1 and Exesegical linndbook te the Acts of the
Apostles, Groanslated by raton de Gloa.r_.;, Tevised by willism
e Dickaca (Kew York: Funk and Vegnalls, c.l383% ), De 127,



