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in many passac:;es . ,Jhat is said hero refers wi·:;h equal v a­

lidity ·to e,"iit,A,(A. 1 which appec?rs to be used in ·the i:Je\'1 !l.'este.­

• ent with no di scoverable di f£eronce in ~eani ng. 

In itsol.J:, the vocable, "y,1ord, 11 is neutral. A v-10.rd, 
I 

words or t alk cau be i"alse, 1TA( 6Tos (2 Pet. 2:3), malicious 
I 

or sl &&"'lde:t•ous, rrovne,.oc. (3 Jn. 10; cZ. ! t. 5: 11), un: ~holesome 
/ I 

or ev :i.l , 6D<-Jr€DS ( Eph . llr:29) or empty, KH'OS ( Eph. 5:6; l Cor. 

The \1ords o.r a pei•son cen even be as ter­

r i bl e and do.nr;erous o.s concer (2 Tim. 2:17). 

01:. t he otl3:er hand a pez·son • s speech ru:u.d t!ord may be 
' I oou. d or he~t ~·, uy111s ( Tit. 2:8). The Christian worda 

az•e co ·.roct, si nce t hey are 1·eason.able end appeo..1. t o sound 

int elli ence, J y,uf vov,E.~ (1 ~i i:n . 6:3; 2 Tim. 1:13). A t'Jord 
? /l / 

ch.!ri t ab l y s1,olten i s $OOd I l)l. r o(')>'o S. (2 Th. 2: 17). Paul en-
., / 

courat; ... t he Colossians to S.:>ea!i.. gr acious \'tords, ,., ;<;xe,-r , 
.... / 

(Col. 4:6; er . r.,1c. 4:22, nrs x,l(-e1,o~ ). 
, n / 

The •.11ord oz• s~ing is true, oo\~u,11os (Jn. 4:37), -:::hen 

i t cor res;:>onda to the .%'acts. The wox•ds o.f God are true 

( .Rev. 19 : 9), as the .10:rds oz Him \7ho s;:it on the throne are 

t1'Ue ond tx"Uat .. ortby (Rev. 21:5; 22:6), because wh.s.t He 

scys will i>e d o11e. 

3omet i meG the word stmids for mere empty talk as op­

posed to t he deed and the truth (1 Jn. ;; : 18). The \" ord is 

wealt in cont~ast to the act ~md power (1 Th. 1:5; 1 Cor. 4: 

19,20; 1 Cor. 2:4). Some of the Corinthians had compl~inod 

that i n comvarison ~ith Paul's weighty letters and the weak-
/ 

ness ot his bodily presence, his specch,AD)'"oS, amounts to 
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nothine; , 6 $' ouBc,, n~tvos (2 Cor. 10: 10) • In other instances 

the word s t und c a longside the deed as a complementary 

equivalent ( Col. 3:1?; l Pet. 3:1; 1 Tim. 4:12; Rom. 15:16 ; 

2 Th . 2 :17; Llt . 24:19 ). 1\nd t here are t imes when tho word 

i s the b earer of mi raculous power and the doer of' mi-8hty 

acta ( •t. 0 :8,16 ; Lk. ?:?). 
/ 

/\ayos i s a per ectly 600d des i ,;nation of' a written 

document, speech or s ection of a b ook, such as the Scrip­

tures ( Ac . 1:1; lleb . 5:11; 13 :22; J n . 12:38 ; 15:25; 2 Pet. 

1:19 ; 1 Co:r:•. 1 5 : 5lt•). Jorde ore a proper des i ei-nation f or 

t he 1ri tten 1:1orks of a :i_)rophet ( A.c. 15: 15; Lk. 3: 4 ) or ot a 

·1.ri tcr o.f' t~he l,Ye\7 Test am n t ( Rev. l: 3 ; 22:?, 9f., 18f'.). The 

\'1ri"iit en l e·t ter is the be:;o.rer o f t h e word (2 Th. 3:l.ll-). On 

t e other hand , word can des i gnat e the s poken \"/Ord in con­

t rast t o t he v~itten l etter ( 2 Th. 2:2; 2:15; 2 Cor. 10 : 10; 

Ac. 15:2? ). 

i \-10 l etter s .t·rom t he p en of Paul illus ·trate the varied. 

r elauions hi_s betwe en word and knoulcdge. The word c an 

contain k110wl ed3 e :m.d wi sdo1u (1 Cor. 12:8). The \:word stand s 

nex-li to knowledge as a con3enial and oorrela.tive complement 

(1 Cor . 1:5; 2 Oor. 8 :7). Aud tho -.1ord stands opposed. to 

knov;ledge (2 Cor. 11:6). Fivo ;uords s poken with the mind 

are \Vorth more t h:.:in o. thousand \70rds spoken in a to~rue 

(1 Cor. 14: 19 ), because \70rds uttered in a tongue are not 
' , / \ / 

clear und intellig ible, I'"' Eu6 n!A-os "O<(OS (l Cor. 14:9). 

/\cf~~ can design ate the ~ubjoct of discus sion , matter 

or thing in tho a ense 0£ that about '.7hich one speaks (mt. 
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9:10; .:tc . 8 :21; 15:6; 19 :38 v.nd. p erhap s ".t. 5:32). This 

usage 

The di anoetic ele ent c ol.las to li"·ht in some technical 

u ~}es :'1.rhcre the c~eneral ~ea:ning is t ha:t of computation or 

reckoning . M¥o~ i s the iord £or an accou..~t or accounting • 

.i\:li t ho :iu<lgment s eo:t; every one will have t o Give 3..'l account 

o hil;~seli' o.:t.~ b.:l actions to God ( .Rom. 14:12; Heb . 13:17; 

1 Pet . lf-:5; Lk. 16 : 2 ; S.it.- 12:36). Tho tot;m. clerk in Ephesus 

fee.red th:.1t he ond tile c :i:·owd would be c a lled u p on by the 

01".i'ic:· als t o ~ive an accoun·i; foI.' distu.'t'oing the peace ( Ac. 

19 : 20). ~ ete ... e:.dio:::-·ii ed Cnris t i ans to be ready to give an 

accou..~t of their hope to .my one who cfJ.lled upon them (l Pet. 

uas a technical t ei"m. ·.•;ith 

the 
hJ.!. 

e 3I!i '-"' , "in settle.mon·t 0.i: an ~wcount. n '"I • Thi s s i gni-

f'iclll.!ce stands b ehind several pa.asai,6es in the 1-rer; iast ament 

( .!.">h il . 4: 15,1'7; rt . 18 : 23 ; 25: 1 9 ). fHfto~ desig-u.:.\ iiOS the 

reru: .. on, c auso 01. .. motive be.hind illl ac t ion ( .i c. 10:2~ ; 18 :11~­

and possibly .. :t. 5: 32). 

Tl10 Theologicc:.l 'iJsa.£;e 

As in the Old Testmnent tllc b asic reli ious rela-tio-­

ship of tho .l:few Testmne:nt is co!.lI!lonly expressed in terms 

o.f hearinn; and syeakin..;, am1ouncing and \"Jitnessin..:,. Aa'yos 

L:.::;;Camp1lell, .22• ~-, P• 28L~. 

-'14·11. F. Arndt e.nd F . -ti . Gin~i•ich, 11 AotOS," in J-.. Greek 
Eu,i 1l ish lie:·icon .9.£ the ~ Test ar.ient ~ Othe1.• E~.r8f 
Christian LiteraturITChic~o: Tlle University 01 hicago 
firess, c.1957), P• 21.79. 
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is a deair;n tion oi God 's revel~tlon, llis comJand, uord or 

commiss ion. The Word is God's elder revelation, the Old 

Testament. The :si ne;ul ar , 'Ar5yos , cle::;igne.tes u particular 

~assase , ~roa isc or command oz th~ Old Tost:li:.ent ( Jn. 12:30 ; 

t t. 1 5 : 6 ; 'Rom. 9 :9 ; 1:;:9; 1 Oor. 15 :5'~-; Gal • .5:llt-; IJk. '7:13; 

-Ieb . 2 : 2 ). lord c an :me an pr ophecy ( 2 Pot . 1: 19 ), rev ela.­

l;ion (Jn . 10 : 35), purpo~e or !>lan ( .Rora . 9 : 6 ) of' God without 

e::,_plicit ;.ne::ation of' an,y :pa.J;. .. t i cu.1fil' pa .... su~e or words . God 

c::.. .. e a.t ed the \·101..•ld, by t!i s word (l eb. 11: 3 ; 2 'Pet. :, : 5) and 

h.o.:J by the ::Jame p o'!leri'u.l -,ord atox.•ed up the creation f or 

1 5 : 15; cf. Ac. 20 : 35). 

I 
Onl y Luke usea ~he ~l urru. , Aoyo1, 

J esus end the j o.!'d 

Tho Logos is related ·with s pecial closeness to Jesus. 

T t :ts i mpo ... t ant to note t hat tl1e .1e~1 Test a."!lent nevcz- re:.>orts 
,I i.,., 

th· ·i.': t!1e l\oyos or ettJAfJ. "came 11 to Jesus. The :..>hra3e , "the 

\70rd of Goel (of t!l.e Lord ) c s.:M: 1
11 i s !.'let repeatedly in the 

Ol d Tes t 3Jllent as a £onmla of pro~hetic ins>i ra~ion. The 

.!o:'"d o:l the Lord. C 3m0 to .;)8],'1U8l (l 3am. 15: 10 ) t to Gad, 

David' s seer (2 .Ssm. 211-:ll), to Jeremi ah (cier. 1:2 ; 2 :1; '7: 

l), to Hooea ( Hos. 1:1), and to othel.'" prophets . The £ormu­

la 0£ .vrophetic i nspira t i on a.JpeOl.'s only i n Lulce in tlle 

~aw ~estament and on ly i n Jis pr e-hi~tory. In the~ 
~,. 

Di.!li ttia 3:imeon im.::,lie.:i ·tha t the enr.:J.. of tho Lord had come 
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to him (L!.t. 2:29). The lli'r.hlY stylized, .formal, and some­

what regal i n troduction to ·!;he miniati.•y of John the 3a.ptist 
') ;- C "\ 0 -. "I, " IJ ,f 

clima::ces in the declaration: £"¥HE,o e• ;,,~ 17£.0u £1T1 Jcvric.vvtrv' 

(Lk. 3:2 ). 

Luke' s use 0£ t he ;;,rophetic f orc;ula si~ifies that he 

pl·-cee ':Ji me on WJ.d John the .B .. ..v·tist irl·i:;o ·f.ihe Old Te:;tw .. ent, 
41-

pr o-Cbri l:itia.'rl, llrophGtic period. ::, That "the woz.'Cl o:! God 11 

i s ne-'7'er used 0£ ~ speciru. direction or revelation .from u-od 

t o ::.. v i nc.'\ividual in the !;ie\;r Testa.,n,ent, e:·cept in the pre­

hiatory, suits per£ectly the primitive Cbris tion conviction 

c ~nc ei-nilli; the finality end exhaustivene3~ of the revela­

tion r1!li.c l1 ia i n J esus Chri s t. 46 For tho early Church the 

~ord o God has received a new content Gnd character frau 

the 1oment of t he coming of Jesus. 

The lle~"I Testament does k:o.01,•1 of r evela.tion to indi•.rid­

uo.ls, but the old prophetic .formu1a is studiously avoided. 
) .,_ 

_ aul -::i<~ut u1> to Jerusa lem by rovelatio:n, 1(1ro~~u;,,s (Gal. 2: 

2). Luke reports that ·the Si,irit ( 1 c. J.6:6) o.£' Jesus ( !:.c. 

16:'l) directed ·tb.e course 0£ Paul's itinerat.r.f in Asia 

inor. Paul was told by :m Azl.f:;el of God that no lives 

v;ould be lo ... t among t h e ere,, 011. the sto1,n-tossed snip ( Ac. 

27:23£.). The Lord directed Paul in a vision one n16ht 

(Ac. 18 :9), as He llad _previously revealed His 1.':'ill to 

Petei .. in u trance (1lc. 10: 10). 

451'\'lZET, IV, 114 • 

.!f.Gibid. 
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Ilor does the ;.ro I Testa~:mcnt s~ th,:1.t t he 110:rd of God 
/ 

ever c a.'l'Qe to Jesus. The tpwvn a·i; .Baptism. and tllc 1r rans£ic;-

uration mis :1ot u comrai ssioni1i. o:r the prophetic pattern 

but ·.,.ra.s confii'ma:iiion und sti"en~theninf;. I t has i t:.:-s anal­

Of!3' 11oi; in iihe p •o:phetic f or raula of th.c Old. Te::r'iiament but 

i:a the ""2-z ; p n ~ o.f' i.iudaisrn • .!J,-? 

It io ~uostioned ~het her Jesus TI:u.1self ever used the 

voc ables , 11•.-,ox·a.11 or 0 ·:roru 0£ God.n In t_e .iie\·1 Tes·t a.ment all 

th ~ynoptiats racord t4e parable ol t he seed s.nd the s oil 

( .,,p ll ., 3 "' f" • ,.,.t 1 7 • l ~f~· • TLk 8 • 11'-'4:' ) 
.;JS; • • •• - .L - • t · ~ • ;,, • .... .I. • ' • • .I.... • • This is thG only 

The di£ficu l t-y is c o polltl.ded for 

i iiur ~ro·tc.t•s by the :.llo(;orizing e:...'!)l ailation he1:e attributed 

·i,;o J es ·s , which v-ex:·y neatly ~uits the X,!.J r ion.ces or i:ihe 

o.poatolic co::m..'V.nit;5r. Ll-8 ::i:nterpre·ters ncsit3.te to dra·1t1 a. 

" cu11clu :.;ian .from thi :-a> ;,ar ... ole ai:>out Jesus' u.se of A0)'oS • 

. ,tt a?zy rat;e , ·l;he p r,,.x:able r e£lects tllo confidence ·that t h e 

i·:ord is t he h istorical Christ-event. 49 

.uuke h~ t •;:O .fu~:the;:- i n.s·i:iances of A 6ros in the oouth 

0£ Jesus (Lk . 8 : 21 and 11:28). The parallels cf t he first 

(Iik. 8 : 21) x•ecord ti'!.o vocable, -Btln.,µDL , .N1t hcr than A~o,; • 

.. ,illce ·;,:;e c .m.not be ~urc \"Jh 'ch !\.r amc.ic ·teru1 J e.,u!; employed, 

43I· "d (Jil. • ' 
'••(."\ 
",·;,Ibid. , 

P• 115. 

PP• 12~:t: . 

P • 12'1• 
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no conclusion c m.~ be drawn fr~m t his occurrence. Luho ·DJ.one 

records th6 0th.er c ase (11:28 ), 11DlesGed are t hey -;.1ho hear 

t he \'!Ord of li-od .-.md l~ea_., it." Tho l.~ c k of s ynop·l.iic parallel 

an.cl t he ,J;Hlucit;y of' ot her evidenc e: th.&t J esu:3 01,ployed the 
/ 

v ocable, 'A.oyo1:; , co.iibl.rted ·11j_th the fact ·t;h :it ·t;ho eaJ.•ly Chris-
/ 

i.iians £requentl y s poke or hes.ring the ,\~o~ Iilake it both 

posoible :ll!tl prob able t he.t the te.c·m is an int z,uder, \"Jhile 

it s till reflect~ for liuke the t eL'!!!. tha t Jesus actually 

usev .• 50 

Jesus • woz•d is a g a..-r>t o.t" a greo.tez· ,·,hole. Hia 1:rords 

ar~ vi~\·1et.. "i.iosethe.e wi·i:;h H:i.s acts and are o.l;.• ays seen in 

t . e liGht oi: Itis de:;:1.th a.:."'l.d risi~. 51 The eachatolos ically 

ne •r t b.i JJ-t5 i:ihat h&.s art·i•;red w:.i.t l?. the coming or Jesus i s no 

cnt · ·i;y 1i th indepemlent e.tc::L teuce o.nd suba·tcm.tia-.l.i t J along­

::;if_e and outs ide of His r,erson. Jesuo is not :eerely a 

teacher of the :t•abbinic !...,a:ttern. who developed a teoohi nz, 

ur~i~ed a circle or disciples, and ha:.~ded do~'!l a t radition. 

The iJe 1 Ooven.o.nt ha.s Jnade its debut uot in e. doctriue, not 

with .,ord2 , not in a new-fan~led theology, but in - is i:>lood, 

in Hi s p erson, ill the h.i. .. torica.l event which !le i s . 52 

'.fhe rlord as t h e Christian ICe.rygma. 

'ha t which is mos t oi't en meant by the pb.:'ase, "the 

50roid., !>• 123. 

51Ib-ld - ., P • 109. 
52Ibid., P• 128. 
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''ford or God," in the lie'.7 Testcimcnt is the Ch.:-i otion keeyg­
cz 

ma._,.., 1 0 p ercoytible dii"ference in ~':leunin~ e::::i!::ts anong 
• t / C \ _ ,, ( \ / - ._9i -. 

t ne 1>hre.ses , o ,\oycs , o 1,oyo1, Tou "-oeiou , o " ~ os -r-01J eo11, 

as a comp:irison or Acts 6 : 2 and 6 : 4 s ows . Luke- Acts has 

sixteen of the ·tllirty .:.fe i.•, Testament occuri"ences or ~o'ros 
T O~ .Seou with the .meauL"'lg , "Chris tian message." /\ t y ot TGU 

/ 
Je...ue, ou ap.:.>aars six tirues in Acts 2.nd t wice el s ewhere in 

t h e r ow Teo"i:;arr.1ent. The lteryr~na iu deai5u:.,.ted simr,ly 1\ oros 
,;,.or·i;y ·times in t he new Test ament, thii"teen of ·1ilich apgear 

i n Luke- Acts . The primitive Ch.ri~t:.m. proclamation can 

a l ::30 be c ulled 11 \"iord of the reign" ( i~t. 13 :19), "or sal­

,.r:.::iiion" ( Ac . 13 : 26J, "of r~race" ( Ac. 20: 32) , 11 0.f' t he cross:r 

(1 ~ ... :· . 1 .18 ), " of' reco:1.ciliati on" ( 2 Cor. 5 :19 ), 11oz tru.th" 

( ol . 1 :5 ; Eph . 1 :13 ; 2 Ti m. 2:15).54 The ~ord (of God or 

0£ t ho Lord) io t he me:,so. a conc erning Christ , which is 

syno~ouo :lith 0 ·t;1'1e Gosyel" and "the lterye;oa . n55 
/ 

?aul' s e_ i stles abou.'lcl :i.n references to ~he Aoros as 

·ta.e C 1ri stia.2 kerygrl~ : 

The Thessalon ia.ns received t 'h -::o:rd (1 Thess . 1:6 . cf. 
? : 1,) • The . ·,11ord should s peed on imd trium:ph ( 2 Theas . 
:; : 1). d 1.· deed the word h as soun.de.. f o:,:--ch f'rOI!l 
The salo11ica (1 Thess . l:'18 ). .i hat came to the Corin­
i;hians v,~s nothin •· but th word of God (l Cor . l L:- : 36); 
that which is taught among the Galatians is tlle word 

53negriff !!!.:!. 1ortes , PP• 279£. 

54au.doli' Bul tmann, Theolo~ of the ;:Jew Test ament, 
trU&~sl ated oy Kendrick Grobel 7:Je~ork:~b.a.rles 
:c.•cribner•s .;>Ons, c.1951), I, 88. Here !.£ter this .,.,,orl;: i!J 
re.i'erz-ed to as '.fl1.colort"( • 

55Ibid., I, 8?. 
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(Gal. 6 :6 ); Paul's im9risolllllcnt resulted i n more cour­
ageous s 1,c1lkil .. g of tho \?1ord by the brethren (Phil. l: 
lll-). mhc p roclamation '"'"iven to Paul is t h e ·:1ord. of 
God ( ,_ Cor. 2:17; L~ : 2 ), an.d it io not fettered even 
~~11u,n t he i\.110stle i s in c l- ains (2 Tim. 2:9). The z.1is­
s ion. of Timothy i,. to preach the word {2 Tim. 4 : 2). 
:~he \"fo.t•c. is the d eclru.•a·i;ion of the mystel."".Y o:i C\ .i.~t, 
for which Paul 11ow· lies in prison {Col. L~:3). Paul's 
divi o o.rfice i :& to 1noko k11o·•m. ·the l.1or.<1 of God, the 
o;yote:c-y hidd en for azes but n ow revealed, Chris t in 
;yo1.·. ( ol. 1: 25:Cf . ) • Ti1e \".1'or<l oz t1:u t 'h i :z identical 
with the Gospel (Col. 1:5; E];>l1.. 1:13). ·,:hat God had 
_pro:ui s eel. long ~ es c\l;O fie has rue.de 1:uown in irl.s word 
throuGil the kerysmo. ent rusted to Paul {Tit. l:2.t.). 
The c ont ent 0£ the ~or"S is "that Cbrit'.t c ame into the 
worl d to save s:i.rt..ner s " {l Tim. l:15).:,6 

The livin3 a.n<l ab i dint; word of God which accompliahes 

t·.1.e ne\'1 birth (l Pct . 1:23) is n othing but t h e gos;,eled 

• 010:rd ( 1:2 5) ; the ··rord i mpl anted in the procl amation rescues 

the l i ves of' "lil6ll (J"as . 1:21).5? 

TJ1e 9 o ·:er and vitality of the Cbriatian lcerye;ma de­

r ives .from t he fa.ct th,'it it hus as i·Gs content notllins but 

J esus C~r.i s t. Jesus is t he ,ord (Jn. l:l,14). Luke 12:8 

i nterpret s a v erse of MGtrk (S:;a) in auch a way that it 

shows t hat t he p erson of JesuG is contained in Ilis ,vord.58 

The £rienda s:nd r e l atives of Jesus are they who do God's 

will, who hear !Iis word and keep it (Lk. 11:28; 8:21; Jn. 

15: 3-4). Thus the closest reletion slli.p to Jesus is estab­

lished by one's attiiru.de toward the word. Jesuo is God's 

last \'lord {lleb. 1:2) • a:id .JO lle ce.n rightly cla:i!!l to sp ea!c 

56TJZ11T 1 IV, 116. 

5?Ibid., P • 11?. 

58Be~fi' des q ortes p. 2'1.L:-; R. 1-:ewton .f?ler:, Jesus 
and Iiis ofuircfi Wona.on: ~he Epworth Press, 1951), P• 5';]. --



i n Gocl ' a .name {}.it . 5: 22 ,26 ,32 ,7'-l-,39 , 11-'-i• : "But I s ay ••• " ). 
/ / 

J esus i s the c on .. i;ent o_ r ... neu ErGEIII :.md t;h e ~vteuy ftr). • 

iie p r oclu.i r,1::.: li,_;ht to t he .!.">CO!,)l o !:lD.d t o t!ie Gen til es 

t hrou~h t h e OhUJ.•c h ' s p :"&. .. eac hmer:::t ( Ao. 26 : 2:;). Paul !)reaches 

Cllr ::i.:Jt c ruc i:ried ( 1 Cor . l: ~3). Tho p es t le :::-cjoi c es t h a t 

Ch.1:i:-.;t i :.; p r ocle.imeu 't'Jh otl.1er i:.1 _pr etens e or ~i ncer ely 

(? hi l. l :15ff . ) . ~hilip t~e z:V~.n~clis t ~re~ched Chri st to 

·· e s am~tt.itan:J ( Ac. a : 5). P i:1ul -::,reac hed ,Jesus in Corinth 

( l Co .. . 11 : l:-), as he h ud Q'(i D:-1.~ D.SCUS ( Ac. 9 : 20 ; c f . 19 :13 ). 

Irldeed he pr eaches n ot h:i.msclf but Chri ~t J esus as Lord 

( 2 Cor . .i:.: 5) . Cbri ·.:·t Jeeus ,..,,as preached (1 M • ;.1,;J.B. 3 :16 ; 2 

OOJ."' . 1 : 1 :)) Q:3 h""riu,; I.•i sen i'ro~ the ciead ( l Cor. 15 :12 ) . 

Jeaus i C3 t b e C :Ju tC:.lt of E.J(l,..yy~;.(t, ,11' and t Le £. J r,4.';l'J' l ). •tJV • 

- '> .::hi li.) o,:,ok e t o t he :C.t h i op i an t he r;c od n ews , uesus , iv11r-
/ .,,., \ 'Si" - ( ) yEA 1E«To {l.ur'i' , ov 1 1,1600V' .Ac • 8 : , 5 • Goel r ev ealed J eaus to 

Pau l t hat h.e lii ·h t reac.. t he Son o:i: God :l?l.lCllG tho heathen 

( Ga l. 1:16 ). ~-'he bea:t;en d.isc:t p l es did n.o,t stop t ee.chin~ 

::md :,reac ·"i "1~-; Cii rist J esu.a ( Ac. 5 : ' 1-2 ). The Ohri 3 ti211s 

ac attcrecl by ersecu t i on _.reac hGd t he Lor d i .. Antioch ( Ac. 

11: 20). The~e s uffice t o de~onst r at e t h ut Jesus Obris t i s 

t h e essen t i a l c ont ent of t he lt erygriu and ;..,Os !)el of t . .le 

primit i ve Church . 

Lu!ce's Special. Usase 

!lo\': it is til:UJ to attempt to eharactorize Luke's p e­
/ 

culiar u se 0£ 'Ad(CS b y t aking a clo er look a t t he Gospel 
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/ 

acaordine; to fJt. Lu.lee a11d tb.e Acts. Tho v,ords , Aoros , 
\ / -. n / - / 

l\<J( OS -roo ,;,eou, a.!ld ;\o)(O~ ,:-ou Kue•ou, occur more .f'rer uently 

in I.11.tl:-::e- Acta than in. ::m:y- othm_:- writj_n,'!i of ·;;ho .tie\'.' Testa­

me11·t . Tho cxt.lan::.•::iiiou f 0 1:- t l~is ph enomenon i .J :: :.'Ob a bly to 

J:n .Ac t ,::l t he '- Ord of God is the , .:i.c-::s i on~n.7 .!..'>rO{!Ch:i.llg 

whos e c ont ut i ~ Jc~ns Chri::it and llir11 ,Alone. 59 The ·•iord. of 

Gou. i u not ·t h e Ol e. 1'estament ( Ac. 17:11; 11:1), but it is 

t n.c ·:10 1:-d. c o1J.c e:::-:ni.n~ .J·c sus , t o whom tho Ol d Testame:c.t ~oints 
6 0 '). \ -·· _,r o;.,hetic f' i nt;ci· . l: cts :i:·ocoL'ds t he s 1'>0 ~1.ltin-g ( ,,o<AE..111) 

oL t :10 ~,ro."d. ( L!- : 2 ') , .?l ; 11:l:, ; 1 5 : 4-G ; l'+: 2 5 ; 16 :32 ), its f ::o­

cl. .... ation, /!..fATll(nfX>,t ,~ (13 : 5 ; 15 :36; l?: 13 )' E.°3°"'lf'6E.A /tc6-i.'JC1 ' 
/ 

( 0 : l'-; 15 : 35) , and teacuj.n :.~, 6 18 o<.6k:.i11r (18 :11). Thereupon 
') I 

o o:ac hea. " the word , O(.J(..our,11 (l.!-:4; l;j:?,L:4; 19 :10 ), receive 
/ 

it;, O£X~e;,-/Jr;<.1 ( 8 :1.!J.; l'l:ll), and thereby r.:;lorif'y th.e word, 
e_ /r > s:!:_ / 

C; tJ ~~"?-E' II (13:l~S). The gro ·rt11, DlcJ'>ocVi1V, ot the •.·1orrl .• ,ill 

be treated s~par~tely. 
/ - l / 

The 8 1otK.o vµ< rc,o ,,~oo ( ,.\c . 6 :4) h~s c aused dif.'f'icult-y 

s:!!lo.:,.e; t b e i 11terpreteru. ~rhc p hras e evider1·i:il y mea.n,s "pro-
6 1 / - , ~ 

clwaation 0 £ the Gospel." - The o 1DC..Kov1,11.. rou "qyc" i& the 

c on t ent or the .,_yor-J.tolic oi'i"ics, and the unul.te.rable 

59T''"' . .., U LI :L t IV, 116. 

50-:-b;,., ... -'-'"• 
Gl Altol:Z' Harnack, The Constitution e La.w gi_ the 

Church i!! t he First Two'"tienturies , .. trmlsJ.at~b~ F. L • 
.f'o~sou, e,.;".ited b;)" It. 7r. .~. ~.i.ajo:!.' \) .1ondo11: ,illim:: and 
Nor5ate, 1910), ~ • ,37. 
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cotttent of that office i s teotimolly to Jesua.62 Sei""Vants 

or the word are by no means rep eaters 0£ a tradition made 

up of sayings; they are not Tanne.ites. 63 They are e;ye\·Jit-

n eoses who testify to the Clu•is t-evcnt. 64 

f'rom the pi"olo.-ru.c of Luke 's prior trea:'Gise. 

This is clear 

C / .-. \/ 
h a:\,e b eco.me u lt"t'\€ETQ(I -rco I\Ol(o u ; thes e t \vo are 

related functions . Thut they are eyecritnesses l s a deci-

sive pz•esupposition ror lihc sei--vice or t he i.70J.--d. 1.rhey 
/ 

ltno\""; the ,r.e~~1U(;(.Tct t hat have h ap ~ened ; ·th t i.c, they are eye-

~i tnesnos of J esus Obrist, of ~hom the word i s witness.65 

Lu1ce ' s wi. tness to the power or the ,·:ord 1s so sti•ik­

i nr, tll1.d; s orae have been led to remsrl: tlls t the word in 

Luke ac quires a. "mys tic al indep endenc e . 1166 The 'l:rord be­

c omes materialized and nearl y achieves bypostati~at:on, 

say~ Harnack . 6 '7 On t his vie111 the minist~J o:r the ,..,ord (6: 

1,1.) mey mecm thc.t the word of God i s the m.e.st or o:r the 

ar,ostlea . 68 But such a conjecture lacks proof. 

The por1er snd liveliness c.\ttributed to the word are 

62T~ZiiT , IV, 116 . 

63Ibid., P• 126 . 

GLJ.Ibid. 

65Ibid., P • 116 . 

66aarna~k, .sm. g!:!2.. , I> . :;48 • 
67Ibid., P• 357. 

GSibid., P• 337 n. 
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completely explicable on the b asis 0£ the personal presence 

of the r i sen Lord in the lterygma procla:i.mod by the young 

Churc h . • hile s c arc e l y anyone diaagreea tho.~ the e::calted 

Jea~s i s t he content of the mi osionnl.7 procla.m~tion , a 

small but i m1Jor t ant sroup of .. asaa.:.>es continues to puzzle 

inter.t,,reters . They are the pro -ess reports. 
1rhe pr oe;reos re ?O ts ;.i th v hich t h io paper is con-

Th~ ~~~3a5eo have been variousl y exce i zed. As stated 

above , lldolf Rama.c k f'i1lds in Lu.lee-Acts t h e beginning of 

tho materi· liza.tion of the · . .1ord of God , so ·that it achieves 

a my~;tico.J. independence a.ud s eparate exi1srtence as a thill~ 

or person. a.ptl.'t'·t. 69 Me adduces t ::;o p ::issazcs o.s sup_ ortin$ 

r ozress report (6:7 ~.nd 6:4). his conjecture , includin5 a 
' \ / He believes t hat o Aoio~ is the re~ul~ term £or the con-

tent of t he ne~ r eli~ion.7° 
/ 

He:ory J. Cadbury 11 ·ts Aoios as a. designation 0£ Chri11-

tianity.71 \ .1 - n - ( - ,, ) He denies that /\Oros T ou 'i)' EDU T cJO KLJelOU or 

69Ibid., PP• ~3?, 3116• 

?Oibid., P• 3'5• 
7111Names tor Chriatians and Cb.ris ticmity in Acts," in 
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C \ .,; 
o "oyos is bypos-t;sf;ized as e. person in Acts, but it is a 

concrete ~hing and appea.rn to designate not merely the 

pr eachine; bu"i:; the \'/hole Chl. .. istian enterprise, a usase 

which i3 especial.ly c1ea.r in the progres s r eports.72 

I n his SPJ."ie;htly little COlillllenta.ry .R ••• .'Jilli::mis in­

teI.11.>rets t ··e .Pl."ogre.:.s repor ts as clesc.::=:-iptions 0£ the wide 

preachin · of the Gospel. 7';, But o.l.U1os·li all co1mnenta.tors 

are o~ the oyi n ion t h at the v er ses include mor\? ·t;han the 

,roclc~ ation . • ·.1. i' . B1unt s eys t hat the p.hrasee ref er 

t o the efi'ect or t he proclamation. ?LI- :':.21d H. J. Holtzmari..n 

thiWi:S t ho:t tlle ~ord :of Goel i s s ho.rt hand :Zor "the results 

oi ·l;h o word o:f God . 1175 I n exegizing the pe.ssa..r~es as re:!:er­

ence. to t he proclamation of the Gospel and the e.cce~tance 

i t won i n hwnan hearts, Hans l!inrich ~1endt sum.1nuizes the 

·i:;hough·t o:r many or t he interpreters. 76 

'he Besin.niu~s of Oh.ri s tianit~• edited by F . J. Foakes­
J ackson 2.nd '.i?!~-:Opp LG.ke (Lon on: The t!acmillon Co., 
1933), v, 591. 

72Ibid. 

73The Acts or!!!,! AQostles, in ~orch Bible Commentar­
ies, edited by Jorm .w.arsh, Uan ~ cha:c-dson a.nd R. Gre6or 
Smi ·iih (Lona.on: SCL1 Pr ess , 1953), p .• 106. 

74The Acts ££_~ Apostles, in~ Clarendon Dible, 
edited by Thomas f3tron.'?; , Herbert ~·111d and George H. i'lox 
(London: Oxror<i. J nivers ity Press, 192~), p. 194. 

75nie Jlpostel reschicl'lte, in Hand-Co:i'i:uneniiar zum Ifeuen 
!l'estaine~{Dritte Au!'la~e ; · ~ebingen: J. :c. h. lrotir, 
1901), P• 52. 

76nie Anostelr.eschichte, in K.ritisch-exe,.;etischer 
Komr.~entaz=-iiber das .1.fot.1.e Test ament t be ·.ruendet von .Ci. A.. 'I . 
hteyez- (G8ii-'Ginzen: Vanclcnhoeck una. 1uprecllt, 191~), P • 199 . 
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B. kTe·::ton l!le7:1 v:l-io hao evidently learn.6d ~ borrowed 

.f."rom Harne.ck i.•:i tlJ .regar 1 to t:he .10.rd of God I t ·, -~s .other 

t a ck . Til.~ woz-cl 0£ God ia a divine me:3s~~o of L1i ·hty power 

·.-1hich couiJti·ii1.1.te::; the Ghuz,ch. '77 So he conc e ives the @;L'O".7it h 

o:t t he •:1ord o.f' Goel o.s ~ synonym f'or t he 61,'0 :'F°i.h of the 

Clll.'!.l."ch . ?3 Al .9 1ons dtein.m..:.nn h esi ·t ~t es t o p in uor:r:i the pre­

cise content or the pill'tiso , bub it , P.Je a.rs thi.\ t the Chtll.'Ch. 

has o. sll ·;ht ed~o i n hie op ix1ion . 79 

w:i..:H:: i n•t erpre::ts ·bb.e ptto.1;rcss z-o::;,or·i:;r.:; as desc r.iptions of 

th'"' .i.O~tth of the Ckirch.' O 

lt ... f.:. 11ot a1>~ r i :i..ur; thut c 01,m.e:i.1.tato:t•s £ind i n iihe 

tllo ~oi lG . 

:iil he:l m ·1 yor 82 believe the.t the ·,.,ord of llo c.l waic· _ G!."o~,s 

end ~ul tl.~llie,.; i s t h e seed t;iJ.e1.t; was so-..•m. C.i'(;. 13: 31£. ; Lk. 

??£&. ill•, .1alP • l ,5!l-1 12 2 . 

781 b ... l2 .• J.a. ; P• .c . • 

79Die Aoostel :1:e schichiie I i n Die I!eili,;c .Jchr.i.!'t ~ 
~-ouon Testt'.!!lentes, hcra.u~cben von .li'r:it~ 1.•ilimwm 
( V'i er·~e Ai.tl"i s-.u;e ;·- Bonn: l'ete.:t• ltan.a·teL.--i1 19:;4) 1 " . 65. 

80Di e Ar>os tel~e:.::ch ich·:.e, in ~Iandbuoh zm11 1Teuen Tes ta-
mcmt (TuebinGe!!.: • c. B. t!ocr, l 9l2J 1 _ • .:,6. 

8 1The Act::1 o ': the H;)Ostlcs in ~• estmL'lSte:.· Commen­
·ta.ries ' """ad:it ed by Wal t or Lock tath edition; JJOr-don: 
lie·al'luen ::md. Co. 1 1919 ) 1 , . :;2s. 

82c~,1t-=.c~ e.nd E::::c~seti c o.l H:mdbook to ~he Acts 0£ the 
Anostl es: t~nnolatoo. by P2ton J. Gloas, rsv~sed~ diili~ 
P. Dickooi1 ( New Yorl;::: Funk and :. ag-nalls, c.l 83), ? • 12•7. 


