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CBAPlDY 

!lile third expreos10D.Jesususec11D deacrlbillg 1118 Puaion 1a tllat 

of' tbe "stone. 11 Unlike the otber tiguz'ea which Jena ~.. tb.1a 

expreseion is connected. Vith a parable. Die vor4 is uaecl 1D a quotaticm 

f'.l'QJI Psa.1.n l.18 U".a1ich re£4s: 

!fhe very stone vhich the builders reJeote4 has becama tba bl84 or 
the corner,; this vaa the Lord's doiDB and it 1a manaloua 1D our 
e;ves (Mark J.2:10.,11,; Matt. 21:43,44). 

Thia sD¥1ng is bO'.J.Dd up ciose:cy, With tbe pur,poee 1'~ vhich Je8U8 cane 

into t11e 110:rld. I{o uaed tbis quotatiOD. to cancl.u&t a cleacript:lcm :1D 

J.)Ql"Qble :t'onu ot tl1e histor,v ot Goel' a ual.inp vitb Bia people. Jeaua 

cleacribes hot.1 Goel cont.1 maBJ Jy sent 1118 p~ta to Bia pieOple ao tbat 

tbey VOUld return to mm. �~� parable itaelf 1Dd:lcatea 1ibat Jeaua vas 

Bpeak:J.na of l111uelf 1D W.a paaaap GD4 po1Dta fGnllll'd. to t.be llftDta 

tbat were to take pl.ace at tbe and ot His lile. Gae -.:, a1ao 1'1D4 an 

:lnd1caticm of the meanirJg ot tba passion 1D tbeae vorda. 

A. Qlcl !l'estmant �~� 

2be wozrtl "atom" is a wry CCIIIIOD ODe 1D tbe 014 ~ll'tlllmlt. 1't; vaa 

uaea. 1D mq- different va,a �~� JelSUS must haw beezl �~� :remu v vi:th 

tb.ia el@:reasicm siDce :1t vu av.ch a MENIO> tem 1D both 'tba OJ.cl SJBBtaleDt 

1114 1D tbe teac'b1 us or Il18 ~. 

The propbet Isa1ab uaea "ataae" 1D ODIi �p�a�a % �a�a�e� aa a tem �~� tba 

•lord or B'osts" (ID. 8:14). S:lnae t11e peo,p1a c1o mt rear Goel 8114 naa,rci 
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JUm as holy, He wr..u be to bOth houaea ~ l8rae1 a "atom ~ ~ae and 

a rock ot stumbling." In tha ■- book ~ TN,teh 004 apelllm 1io tba 

people and Bey's that Jle 1a la¥1Dg 1D Zion f'oz.- a towidat:lo.u a 8"tcma• a 

teated atom, a precious corneratcme. ~ a IIU1'9 fawadatiml (:rs. 28:16). 

?t; is God who is placing th1a atone. and tb:La ataae 1a to be 'bel.1eftd. 1n. 

Of' s.pecial. e1gnif'1canc:e :ta a paaaaae 1D tbe book ~ DM1e1. In 

tb1s passage Daniel relates tbe IC:l.lls'a dream iD vb1ah a ■tame "cnrt Gilt 

~ ~ human liancl'' dea~d the 1map repreaenting all tba k1•m• Of 

• tba world. This atone is .tdentit:lad aa tba Kingdon vbich 004 llbaU 

eGtab.l.ish end wllicil w1ll newr be dea"f;ro:,a4 (Dan. 213',ff •. ). !b1a seems 

to be a mess1mi1c use of "atone" ind1cat1Dg tm pn41c1ilcm ot a C!'7'1ng 

IC1ngdaa to be establi~lled by Qo4. 

In several passaael! tbe vor4 ''atoDa" 1a used to 1D41cate 1ibe 

leader of the !)eopl.e. So princes ot Namph1s am cal.led tbe "conerstonea 

of' her t ribeo" ( rs. 19,13). In the pmp11e1; z.tcbar1ah tben 1a a 

passage which 1a e i ther a rafel'9Dce to tba Naasiah vllo 8ball CCllle ou.t 

ot tbe house of .Judah, or else it 1a a retel'8AC8 to a leader Of tbe 

people who Will lead them 1D bdtle (Zecla. 10:4). 
·, 

The passage, :f'ran whicla tbe quata1;1.cm 1D tba Goepel& 18 taken UN& 

"atone" to describe Israel l'lltba1' tblm Israel.'• Mllaa1.ab. 9111 puaeaa 

1D Mark is a direct quotaticm f'l'm Paa.111 l18122 1D the Be:ptwtg:1.Db. It 

1a aa.id that this is probably an aatual tmmt 'tbat took place during tbe 

buUc'1na of the !lmple. !l'beD a aiime vld.ch tba buUdera wn IIUpl)Oll8d 

to baw reJected vm used tor tba ~ratcma oz.- 1.be cap ncme. anr­

Har, for tbe poet who vrot.e tbe l'D&lm• the atom 1a a nf'ennce to tba 

Da1;1cm Of D>rael. vhich was CGDB1dancl u dup:laed PIUl ~ 1V lM 
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•:lghbors and yet that nation ia deat1Dlcl tor gmat th1np under the 

bleaaing of God.l. !i!hB buUclara., tben., &N tbe l'Ulera. or tGl"eiSD 1111tiona 

vbo car.wot see a p.lsce tor Isreal in tbeir pl.au. 

Very often in the Olcl Testament a atoaa vu wse4 u a 11e1110ria1. to 

mark a s ignificant event 1D 1:;be 11:te ot an iD41Y1awll or tbe 11te or the 

DBt104. So Jacob slept on a atone and c1relll84 11114 later ha ■et up tba 

aame stone as a memorial ot that draaa (Gen. 28111). A atone 11118 uae4 

to C!OiiiDemOrate a coveDe.Dt made betwaen Jacob and Laban (Ga, 3115). 

A&a:ln a &"Gone 'Ire.LS used as a marker at tba Rin:r Jordon to llbov 'llbere the 

people crossed Ji.hat River to enter tbe Pralised Lfm4 (Daut. 27:2). · 

!l'\lelve stones were set up to rem1D4 tm people tbat they an om nation 

and not t welve tribes (Jos. JH2). The Lav ot God vaa a1ao written an a 

atone to re."llind the people of tbe v1.ll ot Gael (Joa. 24:2,6-7). 

~ Old i'astement., tbereton, proviclea aewral ~ 1D 11h1ch tbe 

word "stone " was UGed. !l'o sU111118riZe., it is used ot God H1....,.,. or ot 

8Cllethi~ tha·t He does eaa,:Just; 1118D or tor 1111111- .rt amat:lmea .bu 

meaa1anic overtones. "Stone'' can also be uae4 or tbe leaden ot tbe 

people upon vhm the i'ortuna ot the people depmda • Ial'lllll al.so 1s 

called a stone • stones wre mamn to OC111M!1Dftte apec1al bappeDinp 

:In the lives of the people 1n41cat:lna a certain agreaaent; bet.well. •n., 

OZ' a special. mark of God's :ravor to tbam, 

B. Re.bb:I.Dlc L1tersbul'II 

b test1Dlcm.Y as to ti. meen1ns t1f "ataae" 111 Rabb1Dio Lttentu.N 

1B. D. A. MaJor., "lDcideDta :lD 'lihe Life ot Jena," 111 !11111 Miaaicm 
eza4 Neaaap S: Jesus (Bev York: B. P. Ditton aD4 eo., JDa,,1936), P• 147. 
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nmaina constant. It has e. great many ma■ian1o auoc~ .2 JD fact 

it 1s eatd that the Rabbis ma4a all the 014 !J.'eataellt Nbnmaea to 

n +--" •- mess1an1c. 3 A parallel to tlle pu■ap f1'all Paalll 118• vb:lch :la 

quote4 b;v Jesus., is found 1D Ral>bin:lc L1teZ'a'liw:8. A 1epnd waa told. 

tbftt at ~ lnu.ldius of' BolaaoD 'a !l'eAple tbere vu a atcma llhioh W 

been discarded by the builden. Al'tbougb a COl'DH'lltcme :bad been C1l1;. 

when tbe time came to 1Datall that apecial.ly aut atom. it coa14 not be 

fc,,Jnd. The rejected stone vas 1'1tted into tm buUcUng v:l~t nee4:lns 

any B4d1tionaJ. cutting.4 Perhaps this 1a vh.1' Jena uaecl Wa JIUll8P 

1n the parable. 

c. USBG9 :I.D tbe Goepal.s 

While the word 11 thaa is a wr.v cmnon one :lD tbe 1fcNz' Goepel.a• 

it does not oeem to have m:, stgnU':lcance :lD a reU.poua aeue ezcept 

1n the passage which is the concern tor th:la cbapt.or. .Bnr,y otber case 

seems to be USiJd in the same HDN tbat a pe1"80D tod.8¥ "IIUU.14 UN ta 

te111. A stone is 111entioned simply becauae :lt 1a cloae at lumd. 

In stu~ this pe.rabJ.e ot tha riJ:le1U'4 that vu ftD1iec1 CRl't to tile 

Wicked husbandmen• the t:ll"st thiJIS tbat it aeema to :ln4:lcate 1a 'that 

Je1US de:l':ln:l te~ thcr.agb.t of IUJuelt aa tbe Keaalah. Ill 1a one aezrt; 

2v1ncent !l'airlor, Hames of Je8118 ( Imdoa I NecnU J NI 811111 co.• Ltd.• 
1953). P• 93. - - -

3a. L. Strack and p. BUJ.erb9ck• lbmeD+.v r.m Baun !Dlta'lilamrl; aws 
~ ~ M:ldraah (lbmcben: c. H. Blck1■cbll Yer~ -
Ouir Beck, 1922). I., PP• 8$-70. 

4A. M. mm·ter, !1!11!1 Goapl. Aa00l'd1y t.o n. Nan. (Londml! &al Pftaa 
Lt8.., 191'8)., P• 115.- -- -
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hem God. He is diattnauiahad trcm. all the Nl'YIIDU vbo Wilt be1'o1'9 Rim 

tor Be 1a the beloved Son. 'l'boretore 1t CHIil be aeen trmL th1e pa&8881t 

tbo.t JeaQe did. consider H!maelt to be the lfesaiab., tbe SOD ~ Qod.5 

!l'he pcasnge ehow 'j;bat tht- work Jeaua cm1111t to pertcma is the work 

or God. If it is accepted that JeS\!8 has 1n 11111d tbe Old !l'ea'tlllleDt 

reterences., and es1:iecial.ly Daniel, tben tb1a m1sa10I.I vld.ch lit bu c:ora 

to I>er:f"ozm :ta i nevitable. lothing that men 4o v1ll a:ttect the outCQlle 

of His vork. Jesus 1s certain to ccmque:r.6 Altbataab •n zeJeat the 

Christ, tb.e.t ve1-y reJect1on 1s pa.rt of tbe nature ot Hie tau. lh spite 

or their rejection., the buildera are not rid o-r mm. J'or tboH vbo fal.1 

OD that stone 111.J.l themselves be broken in pieces (Lk. 20:18). 7 Jeaua 

is corta1n that Hie re,:JectiOD is only temporar.y aD4 tbat it v:U1 be 

toll.owd by trium1>h.8 This must happen since this 1a "tbe Lord 'a 4o.tng 

and. it 3.8 marvelous in our e10s" (Mk• 12:11), Jeaua tbeD lntma~ 

cozmect1: :Eis person end I!is miaaion ¥1th 004, 

In the be.ckgrowid of this pBBIBIO --- to be the 1c1ea tbat 'lobe 

VOrk of Jesus is to establieh a nev spiritual temple. 911.s 1ftNld. be 

tndicated by the use in 'both tbe 014 !Dlstment 8114 111 tbe Babb1Dlc 

legelld qucr..ed above. !l'his picture of a 'bldl.cliDg Wlll4 be 1n41catecl by 

tbe phrase, "tbe head ot the coner." !bat tbia nev -temple vaa 1aapliecl 

. 5eecu John C&c!aux, 11m Hiatori.c Klesiml !£. Jena (Jiff York: 
Harper and Brotbers, n.a.."J;'""p. 59. 

~or, ~- S!l•, P• 11&.7. 

· 7 Janea BaatiDSB, o41torJ :~ D1.ct1anarY ot Cbnat !!!! ~ Gogel.a 
(llv 'fork: Cbaa. Scrib.aera, 1917), II, »• ti§. 

Bnncent-1',qlor, Jeaus 8114 11:1.a Sllal'Uiae (IODdons llacnUlan eD4 
CO,, Ltd., 1951)., PP• ilili=;'.- -
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1n this BlliY'ina 'b-auld also be il141cated by tbe '9917 GOtEIAII OCOIU"NDCe 1D 

otber Nev Testament vr:i.tinga. Sllch a 1'.tgun 1a 'Ue4 bJ' J,a1a :In Acta 

·(4:11), by Pater ( I Rtt. 2:4,7), and. b:, 1'ml (I Octr. 3:11). 

Vincent 1'G¥l.or vell suuna.riBed this idea as fol.lava: 

As tbe "head of the corner" a, (Je8U8) gl.wa ■tabW- to 1.11a nev 
Spir1 tuaJ. te,,iple of beliewra. Its "tbe Z'OCk o1' otteDC1111 Ba 
&&pa.rated men and Judges betwen tbmll.9 • • • · 

!lbal"afore ona 1ua.r conclude tbat as Ianal. vas tbl atom n.1eatecl bl' tbe 

Dationa e.Dd ~t UG8d by God, BO Jeaus :la tba Dev :l'arael an4 i■ ••­

tabl1Bhillg His Ifew Israel. 9118 mwJt be. bzous)lt abGut b7 daatb tor tba 

C!lriat.10 

D. MeaniDg tor tbe P'Baa1cm 

ID usina the f ism'e oE the "atom" to clesaribe B:La paaa1cm., :Lt 

BppeDZ'B that JesUG indicated aoveral. t;b1np- B1a ccn1:ng :La not 1111 

accident, but God" Ilim.oelf' sent mm and 1D watevar Jena c!oea tba hand 

Of God :ts al.so to be aeon. Jeaus tbenton id8Dtit.1ea IUJlaelt aa tbe 

!)l'Qlliaed Messiah. His whole m:laeicm is ccmnectecl v:ltil tbe ftl7 :tact 

tbat Ile V1ll. be rejected by •n· ID t.h1a w17 nJecrt:Lcm Oo4'■ plaD :La 

being carried out., for b7 me8118 ot wa nJect:Lcm tbe Rn lBrae1 or 

!1a;ple of God :ts ccrn1na 1Dto ex1ateDCa. Tb1a ll"'1n8 lmU.aatea tlla 

ctrta:lnty of Jesus tbat H1a task v1ll nault 1n a Sl'IIB Yictor,r. 

1¥mttueJJ-:, men w:Lll l""cngn1N it, u a lllU'V8l.oWI th1Dg. 

9v.tncant _.J.or, Bameo or, Je111111 (l.onc'ma Nemn1llaa an4 co •• Ltd • ., 
1953), PP• 98-9 • - -

1C>amry DD.rc1a¥ 8waete., Die Goa~~- at. llal'k 
(Gzu4 Rapids: Ila. B. Bftllau m1-sOO: 52h D• ffl=a. 



CHAPI.IRVI 

!l9IPLB 

!L'his etuey- vt...U nov turn trma the tipna 11ae4 by .TNU8 1D tbs 

Synoptic Goe1>els to those nc:ordad by Jabil 1D tbe Wourlib Ooapel.. Die 

e&rliaat f'igure which Jesue used ·1n th1s Goepel. 1D nf'eftDce to 11111 

. death is the :.::~, 11Daatroy this temple (D&OS) aa4 1D tbNa _. I 

VUl raise it u1>" (Jn. 2:19). or :lame41ate ccmcarn for an Ullden+.andfns 

ot this i:aasaga .is the CQllpeZ'iacm a£ the use of tm 1lm'd8 Jl1e1"Ga. IUld. 

naoa • :rt is eeneralJ.¥ said that tm tonier vorcl :La uae4 to deacribe tlle 

VboJ.e tempJ.e area, while tbs latter 1a UN4 cml1' :ror 1ibe aancrtuar,y of 

tbe tem_>l.o, tlla-1. is ·the ~ or 11:)llea or tbe place vben the a'tatua of 

tile 80d or goddesa -..s pl.aced.l !D11.s 41.at1ncrt.ian is aamZ'lllll' ma:llltaimcl 

1n both the 01cl Tast:::m.:i.ut oncl t.be Gospels. 

A. Old !'eatement lJackgrauil4 

?t seems tmt 1n the Septueglnt; tbe 111:n'd hf.eZ'GII :18 llN4 fair~ 

CODSiaten~ to 1nd1cate tbe wm1.e tcp]e CClllplax incJ.uOfns tba ~ of 

B'olies., the ~ PJ.Bc:e, and tbe 'V8l'1aull ha11Jclf np vbf.cb lla1m up tba 

'temple ozea. Ve.nous paeaapa could be c1ta4 to llhov th18 uaaaa (e •S•• 

I Cbro.u. 9:27; I Es. 1:1'9; •• 28118; Bil■ 22). !!la use of naoe, llo!r­

nar., 1a not g_uita so ccma1aten. Wbull"tlltl' tbe aanatua.r,y 1a •am;• 'tb1a 

1a the worcl tb.a,t-. used. Yer., attan 1t 1a used to 1D41cata e1tber tba 

l.rmea HaatiDgs, e41tor, ! D1at'9ren of Cbr1at .!!!! ~ Ooap1II 
(In YOl'k: Cbas. Scribners, 1917), Ila P• 708. 
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4•111.Da pl.ace of God. or at least a ~ tba't 18 cloNl7 ao.amated Vitb 

Goel (e.g • ., Is. 66.:6; Bab. 2:20; II Sam. 2217). 81Dae !!!!!!!, :la uae4 :lD 

the passage 1n John and e.1so beCGUN a gnaater variet.7 or •IIDiDC :La 

fOUDcl in thia 'HO.rd., this atuq Vill canf':lne 1taelt' to D808 • 

!lbia word is uaed to 1D41cate tbe place v!aeN God. 4ftlle. Dais 

4118111.ng place is often s;:vncm.ymous foz- ~tbl baa'V9D8" (1'11 ■ U14). JD 

other passages it ie probably beat to :lnter,Pret 1t • nterrina to tba 

IIDq o:r Ho11es where the Sbeld.Dm or God dwlls ( II Cbroa. 26:16,; 

Pa. 27:4; II Sam. 22:7; PG. 5:7; Bob. 2120). lt 1a t.ba place to vtd.ch 

the believers' 1>re..yers go (JODah 2:7). lt is f2:m tba1i place tbat 

P~rs m-e heard ( II Sam. 22:7 ). Sl1s word :I.a a1aO used to 11141cate 

tbe future tempJ.e which vUJ. be estebl1abel\ :ID t.ba ap to cme . . 
(Ez. 40ti' . ). 

!lbere i s no qUAstion tbat :lD the 014 !lea~ !!!5!!. often z.oe:terncl 

to a Bl,lecieJ. bu:l.ld.ing ea eevel'8l. or 'tba paaaap• cited abcm, vaul4 

in41cate. Ho\Mwr, :l.t should also be aa14 tba1i t.ba dwl l 1ng pl.ace o£ 

God 1s not restricted to a special. 'bllt 1d1ng ill Jel'Wlala• I'm:' 111xanwle, 

at tbe dedication of' tbe !L'em_,ole :l.t 1a aplicii.lT stated tbat th:18 

bu.fl/ltng camiot contain Gad (I l1JJp 8:27). !l!llt pl'QJlmta and otbera 

ue not 11mitod to the c:cmcaptioD or tbe 11>J¥ at aauea aa being tile 

place vbere C-ocl is to be :t:aum (ct. Pa. ll:4,; Mic. 1:3). 0a tbe ot.ber 

band, the i'em.ple did. have special a1plficeace tor tbe people aa tbe 

enclosure of' the pzeeence or Qo4. 

B. Babb1D1c Litera1m"e 

In Rabbinic 1:1.teratUl'lt a mv eleman't 1a added. vld.cll 1a a1pif'1caut 
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tor tbe meaning of Je8U8 vorda. Die VOl'd ~or t-emple 1a ofteD equal to 

~ (!S!!!;).2 Su.ch usage baa otber pa.rallela 1D tblt:l.r vritinp. Por 

IDlllple, tbe bOCb" ot a man 18 called e', civ 8D4 tbe peo»l,e 1D 1.bat dty 

are tbe ams a.nd lep ot the ~ .3 

In aumme.r.Lzillg the use ot !!!e!. 1D pn•llnf Te■tament. vri:tJ.Dp, 11; 

~ be aaJ.e. that it 1s often used ot; the 4wll1Dg p1aoa ot Goel. !Lb.18 1s 

not necessarily a builcliDs or the ~ ot Ba.Un, lm'I. 11; 1a vblznar Oo4 

dv!Ua. T'.11e presence of God is cmmactecl vitb tbe wm,l. 9118 nbb:la a-Yed 

the idea that ~ mey- be equal. to !S!!!· 4 

c. Uaep 1D tJm Gospels 

Edwyn HoslQrus in his book ~ Fourth Ooap1 !Laa vlla't is perbapa 'tba 

beat explanation of this paasap.5 DI buea th1a e,p]enaticm an tbe 

• meaning or tbe l ;ords "destroy," "raise," u4 "BIIDCtuary" 1D tb1a aqing. 

& t1nds that tile word "destroy" ca be uaecl :lD nlat1m to both a 

buU4ins (cf, I Esdras 1:55) or lite.6 !lba wmd. "rai•" 1a uaecl ot 

VBrioua th1!l8B inclwlic& a builcUns, citJ, holaae, or 1map (Dmt. 16:22,; 

2a. L. strock and p. .Billerbeck, l'aalleDtar na linen Taatament aua 
~ ~ Midrash (?6iencben: c. II. 1111ck1acm Ver1,..1mciib-iidJ1mg -
Oaki.r Bltclt, 1922), II, P• "3.2. 

3D>1c:l., -
4rt ahoul.d be noted tbat Za!m 1D4:lcat.ea tbat Joaepbua WNI■ ta 

tema uaoe~ hieron, !!.> llyia, am !!!. !!I!!! ,!:S t.bam 1Dternbena,abl¥ 
altbongb Josephus is avare ot ta cl:ln:lDaUGDa• er. Oerbmd. K:l'ttel., 
~s lllbert.erbuch ~ lleueD Teataaazd; (8'utt;sa,na Vei-188 Yon 
V. ~r, l.935), 'I'I, ~not.e 19• 

( 
5mv;y.q Boalqns, The Paurth ~ ec11w 'b;J' PmDcia 11ae1 Dllft1' 

lmdmu Paber and 1/,&r Ltd., JSIJ1V · 

61b1c1., P• :195. ct. lbrip1de■, ?pa. !miz,. &a9 [eta ~ • 
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I Esdras 5 : 43). The word "sanctuary" :le UNc1 of a aaon4 e41:t1ce 

c:ontmm.?JS the i!l1o38 of a goo., t11e ~ ot Jlolle•• 11114 a1ao or tm bs-n 

b~ as the so.nc:tuary ot the soul or tba ~ Sptr1t ( I oor. 6:191 

II Cor • 6 : l). Therefore he ma1ntrwia that 'tbeN -wrda can be VBDlllate4 

1n ~ one o:r t hre•J 'WB¥B. a,. gives tbe tallov1Dg aa t!lne poa■ible 

"tnmslations : 

l, Des troy t his temple, and in three ~ I vUl nlNUd lt... 

e, Kt 1, th:!.e bod;v', end 1n th.Ne da,a I v11l ra1■e lt fl"clll tba 
dead. 

3• Destroy this temple, and ill 1.bne ds.,B .I Vil1 n.1ae tb1■ 'bq" 
f'ran the dead, i.e., to take 1ta place. 7 

Tile answer of' John himself ia 'tbat tti:l.a aa.,y1Dg or Jena 1a a •isn 

PG1Dt i na f orward to the :reSUl'ftcticm r-rm. tbe dead. (2:21). 

To ~'1.;ermine the correct trall8laUon of th1e ~u■ap, ~:r . 
teat1m~, 1?1 the Gospels !l!USt be taken into acCOLmt. in.re 111 ~ amt 

:i>UBq:: 1n tbe :tour Gospels 1D vbich !?:!2!. might 1Dlicate ~ but 

the ~ of !1011-:ts. This 1a the passap vbich deacribea J'wlu tbrov1Ds 

the thirt y pieces of silver into tlMI !!!!!!. (Matt. zr:s). 1ll1le 1oh1a 

COllld indicate the Ho~ of Holiee, such a meam.as api,eara UDl~ • Qi 

tbe other hand, i t eboul.d be said that vhamftr tba parta ~ tm templ.e 

otbe1· than the &a!lc'tua17 81'8 mlicated, or vbaza tllo vbole templ.e ~x 

1a meant, hieron ra"tber tl:laD DII08 18 u■ec1. 9-ref'ma it mw1t be -
concluded that the i"irat translat1all menticmacl abova ill DOt cornet 

since Jesus does not reter to tbe daatzu.c'b1.cm.of tile 'Dlllpla 1D Jeruwlen 

vhich Herod bad built. 



In cona:f.cleriJ:18 the second 1irllnalat1ma which 1a )ilZOPG■e4 b.V' Jl'oalqm., 

it Bboul.d be noted. tbat John apec11'1call1' 11141catea tl1lrt Jeaws 1a 

&peaking of tbe resur.rect:lon ot Ilia bod1' tram tba clead (JD. 2121). Dl1a 

vao al.so the interpretation t11ven by Hie 41ac1plee after tba z,t11unect1an 

had taken place .8 a&t tbe voru 9USPat tbat 110N 1a implied than 

lilereq e. reference to His death and reaurract1an. Je8U8 um1aubtedl.¥ 414 

reter to II:f.s b~., but Be aiaaif'ica.nt.1¥ calla 11; !!!!!.• l'raa tbe 014 

!l'estament this word lms tbe meam.ng of tbe p1aca where tbe pnaence of 

God is dwelling. I\Y ce.llil:IS ll1a own 'bod1' IMI09• Jeaua :1a ala1m1ng for 

llimself e.t J.eest a wiy cJ.oae relat10DBb1p with God. U not 1a:1ae4 tbe 

ul.till!e.te cl.eim of div-.lnity. !l'ha 1'act tha't Ba a,va, ".! vill 1'111.ae 11; 

1'l'Q1l the dead., 11 wouJ.d 1Ddicate tbat Ha c1icl cla1m to be God 11:lmae~ • 

Such au intor,Pre'te.tion is conaiatent ¥1th tm J'omtb Goapal. All 

!loaqnaDD¥S: 

'l'he bod¥ of Jeaus, Bis :tlesh vu tbe tabermcl.e of tba WOl"d., tba 
e.bid.inu pl.E.ce of tile Spir1.t {1:33; 8:38J 9:30)., tha llhr1m of the 
presence of God. "!Die Fat.mr 1s 1D •, and I 1D tba Pstber" 
(10:38); offered as, a sacrifice tor• pmU1.caticm of tba 11m"l.4.9 

Jesus then is :i.nclicati.Dg tbat :1n t1mes past tbe preaence of Goel vas to 

be f'OWld 1::i tbe Temple bef'om tbma but mv this is changa"l. Ba cl a1ma 

that God is DOW to be f'OW14 :ln B:lm. !lb1.a vlll be pzavad by the fact 

that Ire mises Bis bod;y fi'm 'tbe dead. !l!la't th1a 1Dterpretat1an is 

~ am not agreed ~ tba 1Dterpretaticm of tb1a puaaaa. 
C • J • Wrish"t maintains tbat tbe l'lt8UZ'l"8ot:lcm 1188 a~ aa 1Dterpn• 
tat1on :read into tbaae words b1' the cliaciplea. ct. 11.reaua tba 
Bevalation of God, 11 1n ~ !Ueaiem !!!!. lla8Hp !£ Jeaua (Bev Yoma 
1. P. Dllttcm and eo., lbc • ., 1936), P• 730. Dlere an otben vbo &IQ' 
that the reaurzecticm ia det'iD1teJ¥ 1mplucl 1n 1ill1a ea,1ng of Jeaua. 
E.g. ~, ~• !1!,•, II, P• 7ll., 

9JfosJQ,Da, ~• .!:!!•, P• l96. 



canect seems to be ahovn lJ1' tbe f'act tbat tbe curta1D be~ tlle ~ 

VB8 torn in ·two on Good Fr1clq. 'lbi8 allolM4 tllat 1D Jena' daath a nev 

pattar.n of worshipp1!J6 0oc1 1, to 'ba uae4 (Matt. 27:'1,J 'Nark l5&38J 

Lk. 23:45). 

A variation 1n this interpretation 1a p1"0JONC1 'b7 BClll8 acllalara. 

They maintain that Jesus vas speaking ot tbe pi,saence ot Clod 11b1ch HIii 

VOUld nuse up in tbe hearts ot •n• 9JaJ' vaul4 811¥ •tbat Jena 1a 

thinking of tbe ClJurch which will later be eatabl1-be4■ Die purpose for 

Christ's caning wao to show men tbe true wnhip ot 004 8D4 to establish 

such worship in tr.eir lbea.lO Vincent !l'e¥lOr 1Dterpnta th1a puaap 

1n a simUe.r way. Be says that 1D tbia •~ Jens vu re1'en11Jg to 

the fe.c-t that Ilis, death vaa the aae4 ot tl:le Clmrch.ll :rt; alloul4 be . . 
Bnmted t he.t Jesus did think ot His death aa being cmmecte4 vith the 

e&tabl1sb:nent or tbe Church (ct. Matt. 16). Bill a.ath 1a tbe Med of 

the Church 1n the sense tbat it vu ~ tllrough Bill cleath 8114 Nsur­

:rection that the Cllurch could. be eatabliabed■ Blt to 811¥ tbat th1a 1a 

the f'ull. explcma.tiO!l a£ Jesus wards, means to amphaa1• tba ettect of 

!lie death 'to the mar exclusion ot the cause. !I'- text 8D4 ccmtext do 

not 1i;-arrant such a procedure. 

D■ Nean1Da f'or tbe Paaa:tcm 

~ summarize tbe mean1Dg ot tbia a"1,Dg o£ Jaaua tor tbe paaeicm 

it seems the.t several points &N made. !L'be VOl'd n~" 11bich Jens 

lOttri.pt, EE,~ !!!!•, P• Tc9. 

UVincent m.....,1or Jellll8 aa4 H1a Sacrifice (IOD4oll: Nean1Jlen 
•&I\J• • ---- - - =-----and Co., Ltd • ., l951), P• 23' ■ 
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~• indicates pr:J.mar~ the place vbe:n, Oocl '■ pz11NDae c1wl.1a • DI tba 

act ot c1e8Z!S1r.ta the Temple, Je11UB,.. atiov1DS tbat the vanhip ~ tbe 

Java was no 1onger valid. They bad pezwrtecl 11;. Ba,,.. DOV tbal'II to 

take tbe pl.ace of that~ with its QStaa ot varahlp. VOnJaip vaa 

to be cantered in Him,. lie :predicted. tb&t &1.tbollp tbq tDJl4 4e11tzqy 

Bia b~, wi1ere the presence of God vu to be tomd., 191; it 'IIVlll4 not be 

destroyec1.. H. WCJUl.d re.tee K:1mself trm tbe dead. ih1a wuJ.4 be tbe 

act that proved to all that God 1IB8 to be toun4 1n a _,, ADO'taal7 • 

He vas to be found in Jeeua. ![t:d.a :ts shown by tbe tact that the 

untqueaeea of t he Ho:cy, ot Bbl.1tUt vu deatro,y94 as JellU8 cUed. Pl"Ola 

that point on men are to seek Oo4 not beb1ad a 'ftl:11 1D a "9nlple, bu't; 1n 

the b0t~ oi' Jesus , when, the pNHDca of Goel 1■ DOif' clwll.1Dg IIIIOD8 men• 



CHAPDR m 

!l'ifB SBBPJm 

In the third chapter of John t.be sto17 ot Jeaua and BiaGMl!J• 1a 

l"eCOl"ded. T"lliG lee.med Jev cane to JeSUII 111 tlla daa4 ot D1gbt; to 

1nCJ,\11nl who JeGUG Nc.l.:cy w.s. ID expla1D1118 H19NU' 8Dll 111a ldaaicm., 

it 1a uign1f'icent for thiB atuq, tbat Jeaua en4e B1a CODWl'IIIIUall Vitti 

Ili.l!ocJemus by CO!!l!)Sr.ing IUmself' and vb.at Vlll llapptn to B1111 Vitia ta 

BeZ".?ent which 7oses lifted up in tbe vUdermea. Jena eaicl, "AB Jloaes 

lUted up the Do1•pent in the V1ldermaa, so IILl9t tblt SOD ot Kan be 

lifted up~ the.t viwever bel:Lovaa 1n Bia lllllf ba'9 etelll&l. lire" 

(Jn. 3:14). This passae,-e has 1.te roota deep ill 014 !l'e■taant h1etor.r 

and casts li(511't upon 1.ha meaniDg ot Jeaue I death. 

A. Q1.d !l\lataaau.t .Dack8L'GIJD4 

!l'o understand the me81.1.1Dg ot Jeaua' 1IOl'd8 1D tb1a ■IIPD& 1t 1a 

illportant to consider the part Nl",PID1ia pla.y ill tbe 014 918'tiamDt. 

by- an I} veey commoll f'ipro aot ~ 111 tJJe m.4 !Ea9'tlllmd;., but alao 

eona all prim1tiY& peoples. 

Jesus' 1l01'ds aze au obviow, ntennce to tl:la :lDa1c1eD't that llappme4 

dur1na tbe time of Israel. 'a ao.10Um 111 tbll v1l.dermee &ftez' tbll Bxodns 

haa Bgypt (Bum. 21:4-~). Di v1ev ot tba nanta 1D 1.be b:latal7 ot man 

u ~d 1n 'tbe 014 5.'e•taaut, wa 1na1.c1ant 1D :blben u a 

■n1-.tun &cCOUDt ot that h18tol7 ot 1111111 amt Ida~ v1tb. B1a 

God. 



:rn tlie story ot the Exodus., CJo4 he.4 been mrcttul. to Israel. over 

and over aga1n., yet Israel nturma tba:t mercy With nwlutioD apinsf:. 

God• Due to Israol • a nbell:1.oD God ,PUD1abe• Bis people by ueiDg 

serpents. Thia catastroplle cmaaes Israel. to repent ancl seek Goel' a merq. 

God SiveG that mercy through the very iastrume:it of His judfgnent. Moses 

e~cts a. bronze serpent upon a pol.e so tut the people .!J18¥ look upon 1t 

and 11,.-a. T".ne look that is required 1a one of f'a:l:th.1 

T'ne earliest ref'erence to the serpent in tba 014 Testament is in 

the story o-£ Adam and Eve in th.a Garden of_ Eden. 'l'be f'1rat VOIIIBD is 

te.u,!>ted by a ser_pent (Gen. 3:1-4). ni the account 1n Genaa1e DO 

def:tni te reference is made to tbe powar or person 'tehincl tbe aer,pent. 

As a reGult o'l tbia deed., Goel curses tha aezpent 8Dd 19t illdicatea tbat 

JDan £hslJ. yet triumph over thiB CZ'e&tUl"e through the 11WQD8D I 8 &eed.11 

(Gen. 3:1.3-1.5). !l'he Christian Cburch :l.n tbe put has interpnted ~ 

serpent in Genesis as a reference to Satan., and tbe "vaum'a aeecl" as a 

reference to the caning Messiah. 7D zecent t:lmea this · intezpretat:l.oD 

has been questiomd.2 rt 1a be10Jd tbe scope of this atlldiv' to diacuss 

tbe question whether this 1a a mess:1anic pro,pbecy or not. Bit the 

account does demonstrate 'that :ID the earliest h1ator:r or man 1D tbe Ol4 

!J.lestament tbe Berpent am 11111D an close]¥ ralatecl and tb1a n~1ousb1p 

l.John McCliDtock and Janes st-rems., CY~41a ot Biblical., 
. !rheoJ.og1ca1i_ ancl Eccles:laatical. L1teratum7inr York: Bar.Per an4 

Brot.ners., lt1j4h JX, P• 585• . 

2Bamo:rm O'D0beny ma:lDta1D8 tbat tba meaning of this paaaap 11111&t 
be left open until f'Urtbar evidence ngar4:I.Ds its tl'aDalaUOD 11114 
interpretation 1s fonboon1ng. er. "b Orpm.a Davel.opneDt ~ 
Measiamc Ravalat:lcm., 11 D!, C&tmlic Bi'bl.:l.ca.l. 9!!£:!i!rl,y XlZ (Jammr;r, 
1957), 17. 


