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be def initely r elated and acsociatad wit~ the par able, 

point s one und t hr ee, li ~ted above, are not usually consid­

ered a part of the parable proper. In the text and context 

of the parable of the nerciless t>ervant part one is :found in 

verses t wenty-one and t\·;enty-t1.10; part t vJo, the par able pr o­

per, in verses t v;enty-three through thirty-four; and part 

three, in verse thirty-five. 

A discussion of the method of interpreting parables is 

also i mperative in order to make our discussion on the sub­

ject of par ables complete. For centuries the par ables of' 

Christ had been treated allegorically in the traditional 

t eachings or the Church. They v1ere vievJed as a composite o-r 

cr ypt o~r ams and, in the li ght or such a vievJ, vJere under­

standably r egarded as something v1hich had to be deciphered, 

bit by bit. Pertinently c. H. Dodd r emarks: 

The probability is that the parables could have been 
taken for allegorical mystifications only in a non­
.revJish environment. Among .Jcv; ish teachers the par­
able i:Jas a coIP.m.on and vJell-understood method of' il­
lustration, and the par ables of .Jesus ar e sinilar in 
for m to r abbinic par ables. 'l'he question, therefore, 
1:Nhy He t aught in par ables , v1ould not be lik ely to a­
rise • • • • In the Hellenistic ,Norld, on t he other 
hand, the use of myths, allegorically interpret ed, 
as vehicles of esoteric doctrine, vms v; idcspread, and 
something of the kind would be looked for f r om Chris­
ti an teachers. It was this, as much as anythins , ':1hich 
set interpret ation going on wrong lines. 

The most important point to remember in interprating 

the parable is that the typical pDr able presents but one 
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singl e point of' co1 parison . r:e do not, ho •;ever , \·.1ont to say 

th~.t cert ain otl1.c r minor tru.ths may not be g leaneu . But a 

v1ord of c aution ic in place that those secondary de tails bo 

kept s t r ictly subor dim,=it e . They da re mar neither the realism 

o f the stor y being presented nor its unity. 

Basically, the parables of Jesus are parables of the 

1~1ngdom of God. This is a fixed principle on \11hioh the in­

t erprut a tion of t he p · r a bl e s 01' tho kingdom of God must be 

predicnt cd. In this light the ministry of Jesus is to be 

r ep r esented a s " ro alized P.schatology," tha t is, " a s the im­

p a ct upon th0 \•;orld of the 'povJers of ~he vJorld to come' in 

a s eries of events, un1)r ec edon ted and unrepeat able, nov1 in 

a ctua l process ."5 This bears mention here, tho~gh the sub­

j ects of "realized eschatology" and "future eschat oloe y" 

1.iill be pre s ented a t grea ter length in conn,3ction Vii th the 

discussion in chapter t wo of the kingdom of God. 

It becomes ne cessary for the interpret er, furthermore, 

to find, if pos s i ble, the a ctual condi t ions of th~ Lord's 

mini stry under v1hich tho par able 1.·;as spok3n.. This may be re­

ferred to as the "se tting in life•" the Sitz im Leben of any 

g iven passage in the Gospels. The school of Gospel critic­

i sm :known a s Formgeschichte, or "Form-criticism," has right­

ly pointed out that the teachings of Jesus , as they have 

come dovm. to us, have been colored and thus affected by the 

5 Ibid., p. 51. 
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chanee in condition as they pertained in the period between 

the Lord's ascension into heaven and th8 completion of the 

Gospel accounts. 

In appl y ing the above materiel to the par ool e ut hand 

.Joa chim .Je remias st fl tes: 

'l'he parable of the ~··:icked Servant ••• illustrates 
the precedin~ exhorta tion to unlimited forgivenes s 
{xviii, 2lf.J, which can hardly have been its orig­
inal purpose, slnce in the p a r ab6e itse lf nothing is 
said about r epeatud forGiveness. 

Thou6 h I do not agree with the a bove position, it is pre­

s ont e d to sho·N tllo.t the actu a. l Sitz im LE ben is doubtful. 

However, t h is does not dull the edge nor r emove the stark 

rea lity of the l esson \"Jhich the p ar a ble is intended to con­

vey . By viewinc:., the parnble as p anoramic in fo r m and under­

st nd i n ~ t ho ant icipa t e d mercy that should h ave follo~ee the 

mercy . o f the master os the natural conseque nce of God's 

g r ace i n the life of the Christi An , vie c an e asily sec ho~, 

t J1e the me of r epe c. ted forg iveness c an be found in it. T~tus 

·,·e ,:;i ll point to ver s e s t v1e nt y-one end t \·>()n ~y-t·no a s the 

occ""i f:lion f or the pa r al l e , if rLot for Chri s t :ram.se l f , a t 

lea s t f or t he e c• rly Chur ch. 

The point of cor1parison i n t he pareble i s not tha t the 

kinJ dom of hea ven i s like a certa in ki n~ • .Joac him Jeremias 
c I () 

points out tha t behind the Greek expression W)"-Ot.lAll7>-(, as 

6.roachim Jeremias, The Pnr able s of Jesus (Ne w York: 
Charles Scribner's 8ons,-nf56}, p. 75. 
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uocd her o , there: lio.s the !~rrn . .!lk:,ic abbrcv!at ion ~. 7 This 

ncce ··s i t a tos , he s ny:::; , ~l1c tram;lc tion "It i s the c ase v:ith 

• • • as ··:l th. • n8 'l'hus the kingdom of he a ven i s not • • 

like an e arthly k i ng , but r ather the k inudo l!l o f he a ven is 

lik e t h e s ~ t tling o r a ccounts, r e f e rring to both o f the reck­

onin ~ s a s \Jell us to ·;. h ut is intermedi a te. r.. e then arrive 

e t t his point o f cot w orison ; ba s ic to the entire p a r able, 

th~t lik e t h e me r c i l e ss servBnt vie t oo sl1a ll s uffer t he loss 

of Go d ' s forg iveness pro n ounc d upon us, if \Je do no t re­

spond to lli s 6 r a ce by beinG \1Jillin0 to forg ive others. 

Thus t ho c entra l truth of' the p a r a ble is the necessity 

o f p o ssossin.r; a forg iving a nd merciful s pirit tOl.':ords our 

fe l l a .. - men. 'rhis i s affirmed by the v,o r·ds of Chri ::,t i.a Lhe 

verse follO\· i ng Lhe p arabl e p.1:ope1: , verse thii"ty-fi ve . 

In ut cempting to r e cove r the ori ·i nc l 8ig nificance 
o f the p ar a bles, one thing above all becomes evi­
d e nt: it i s 'iih 8 t all t~1e pa rables of Jesus COI!l.pel 
h is h e arers to come to a d e cision about his per son 
and mission. For ·i;hey arc a ll full of 11

• .. 11e secre t 
of the Kin,.,dom of God" (:Mk. iv, 11) thn t is to s a y, 
the rccoe;ni t ion of "un eschatolo _,y tha t is i.a pI'o­
c css of r ealization." The hour of fulfilme nt is 
corae, that is the u rgent note t h a t sounds th1·ou~h 
the m a ll •••• God's acceptable yeor has come. 
For he has been manifes ted ~hose v e ile d kinJlines s 
s hines thr ougg. every \':ord and t hr oug h every pa r able 
--the S8.vior .9 

?Ibid., p . 78 

8Ibid. 

9Ibid., p . 1 5 9 



CHAPTJ!:R II 

I11f.1.'i10DUCTOHY c rrn.PT~R 

The Definition of "the Kingdom of Heaven''l 

The Gree Jc word /3&1,..~L>..t:rA , like n:\':l"?~, 1 ts e quivalent in 

: rar.ia.ic , i s rendere d in both t he Authorize d Versi on and Re­

vised Vers ion as nkingdom~" Fund runent s lly, ho·::over, the viord 
I {3""-~'- AH,/.,. means "reig n; 11 it expresses sovereig nty, king ship, 

L 1ly r ule . Tln.rn tho express ion " k i n~clom of Cod" or its 

· l t e .·no t e , ''l<ing dom of hePv on, 11 denot e ~ t h e s o verei .)n lord­

:::llip of' God. The c onc ept of tlle ki n.;a.o m of God ''involves 

tb.e \'1i1ole no t i on of the r u le or -od over h is p e op l e , r:m d pa :r-

ti cularly tlle v indica tion of thnt rule and p ,:op l e in .._,lor y 

J t thu end of tlicto r y. " 2 This \'Jas t h :'! t kinedom, referre d to 

so oft 8n by tile Old Te~tament prophets, for 1,\ 1h ich the believ­

ing Jews o-f' the Old 'l'os t ara.ent ye urned and ;,, a i t e d. 

'i'he con.cep·:; of tlle kini::.c1om of God h a s ari sen and d avel­

oped from the wo i ·<ls of God to Mo EJes on th0 hei._;hts of llount 

::iinui. The viords pertine nt; to our di s cu<:, sion l1er e n.re re­

corded in Exodus l~:3-6: 

1liuch of t lle material in this subdivision is based on 
.John Bri~ht, The Kingdom of God {New York, Nashville: 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1953), passim. 

2 Ibid., p. 18. 
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And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord c a lled unto 
him out of the mountain, s a yine , 'l'hus shalt thou say 
to the house of J a cob, and t e ll the childre n of Is­
rae l; Ye h a ve s e e n wh a t I did unto the Eg yptia ns, and 
how I ba re you on e agles' wi ngs, a nd broug ht you unto 
mys e l f . No w therefore , if ye will obe y my voice in­
deed, and ke e p my covenant, then ye sha ll be a pecu­
lia r t r e a sure unto me above a ll p e ople: for a ll the 
earth is mine : An d ye sha ll be unto me a kine dom of 
pries t s , and a n holy n a tion. The se a r e the ~ords 
~fui ch t hou sha lt spea k unto the chi ldren of Isr ael. 

Verse six of the above quota tion is e s p e ci a lly per t i nent: 

"ye sha ll be unto me a kingdom of pr i ests a nd a n holy na­

t i o n . I~re God offere d to t a ke Israel a s the p a ople over 

wh om in Ri s g race lie vJould rule . God's offer, p r e s e nt e d to 

t h e p e o p le by £.loses a s He ha d di re cted, vias i mmedio t e ly a c-

c e p t e d by I s r ae l \',., he n the p e ople res ponde d: "All tha t the 

Lord ha th s poken v,e vi ill do" ( .1!.ixodus 19: 8). Here, then, Je­

hovati , the cove n a nt God, Vi a s e stablishing for Hi mself a ''pe ­

c uli~r people ," a p e ople over v1h om He vwuld rule in a very 

part i culor way , n ame ly throuc;h His g r ace. 

During the course of histor y, ho\'1ever, the s cope of 

t h is kingdom vJhich God h a d c a lle d i nto bein g f r om Si n a i pro­

gress e d and d evelope d. Gra dua lly the conce pt o f the king dom 

of God vrn s s e p a r a t e d f r om I s r ae l a s a s t a t e a nd i n 1 ts scope 

v1ent beyond Israe l. lsrael' s history bea rs mute t est imony 

to the f a ct tha t she h a d violn t o d the Lord's cove nant re­

p eatedly by holding the l a ws of God in contempt. But a rem­

n ant did remai n faithful to the t erms o f the cove n ant by 

holding the promise s of God de ar. 
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In Chri s t's coming \'ie s ee t ilA t remnont bein~ c olled out 

f r om l s r ae l as a na t ion anrl in this remnant l a y the s e ed or 

t he New Tes t ame nt king dom of God. This calling f orth of a 

r emnant l• oc amc t ho longin g llope of believing Israc l--i ts 

year n ing for the found i ~ of the Messiani c king dom, the 

ki ngdom of God. 'l'hus .John Bright ri 6htly s ays : 

The t v,o 'l'e s t am.ents are organically linked to each 
other. The r e l a tionship between them is ne ither one 
o:f upward de velopment nor of contrast; it is one of 
beg i nn i ng and comp l e tion, of hope and f ulfillment. 
And the bond thu t binds them together is t he dynamic 
concep t of the r u le of God.3 

'l'his is, a s mentioned, a r ule by g r a ce, in ·.'hich vie are 

t he be nefactor s. 'l'hroug h Christ this kingdom exi s t s , for it 

is a l \mys clos e ly conne ct ed vii th the cove ne nt of g r ace. 

God'n donlings , tlis sove rei gnty by gr3ce, n ere not carried 

out because of an obli Jation resting upon God outs ide of 

Him.self'. God's rig hteousnes s necessi t a t e.d the payment f or 

sin; His g race and love laid the burde n of g uilt on the lles­

sia h . Therefore God's de a lings ~::i th me n in the Uld Test a ­

ment, name ly His ca l li ng o:f Israel a s !-lis kingdom and under 

His r egal sovere i gnty where they ...-iere to serve tlim in humble 

obedie nce, presu nposed the fulfillment of God's promise ot 

.Him ~ho would one day cr ush the serpent's head (Genesis 3: 

15J. The victory of the king dom of God is thus one 1:,hich is 

3 Ibid., .P.P• 196f'. 
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accomplish e d throU3h the vica r i ous otonement o f Christ, the 

J:'romi socl unc of u od. 'l 'hus iu Christ the concep t of the 

l<:ini3dom of God a s t he ticr iptures k.nov; it rea ches its climax. 

'l 'herefore .John the Daptist was a ble to procla im in h is s a c­

r e d offi c e of t h e v1a y-preparer for Christ: " Repent ye: for 

the k in0 do m of he a ven is a t h and '' (Matthew 3:2). ::;o it v:as 

a l s o t h a t Chri s t procla imed a t tlis comi ng ''th e gospel of the 

ki ngdom" (Ma tth e w 4: 23 ). 

It may seem a lmost unbelievable tha t t h is J e sus of Naz­

Clr e t h , meek a nd lo·.-- l y a nd , in e e ne ral, d espised nnd r e j e cte d 

(Is a i a h 53 : 3 ), s ould br ing , ,it h rlim a nd ili s hlhra.ble mi n i s ­

try t he d awning of t h is new era . Yet, t houg h ti ny v;ere its 

begi nnin3s , it is jus t tha t! i or what Christ began a t tlis 

fir s t coming ·1111 sur e l y prog r es s and r e a c h its ult imate 

conclus ion, its f inal victor y . Thus we v1o ul d note t ha t t he 

kin g dom of u od i s n forc e alr e a dy pre sen t in the r:o !'ld, a 

po?:e r a t r. o r k here and now. 

But t h is kingdom also evidences a s evere tension , for, 

a lth ough it is indeed pre sent and a victorious reality, it 

is nevertheles s a t the s ame time future and f ar from victor­

ious. 'l'he struggle be t v;een tha t king dom a nd S8.t a n v;i t h his 

cohorts continues in a ba ttle of fury which s oems f r om day 

to d a y to increa se rather tha n diminish. But t here is no 

doubt a s to the outcome or tha t battle. t 'h e n the dying 

Christ procla ime d f r o m the cros s, "It is finished" (John 19: 
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30), He vias not only declaring tha t man had now been recon­

c i l ed to Go d but t ha t the v i ctor y of God' s k i rLr;dom l1a d been 

\'Jon . Thu s the ultimate triumph of Hi s k i ngdom ha s be e n ach­

i e ve d , nane ly t he foes' uJ1condi ti onal surrender. John Bright 

speaks of the continu i ng "cosr,1ic stru~g len a s bei ng " no-.. in 

t he n a ture of a r eor - (~Uard a ction, a !IJ.opping up."4 Included 

in thi s unconditiona l sm·re nder of all of God's enemies is 

t he r e s toring un der God's rule of all of creation. In his 

stirr ing Pente cos t sermon ~e ter d ecla res of Christ' s a scen­

sion a nd s u bs equent s e cond coming: " ~'lhom the heeven must re­

c c i ve unt i l t he times of r e stitution of all things, which 

God h ath spoken by the mouth of a ll his holy prop hets since 

t he vio r ld begnn" {Acts 3: 21). Also to be included is the 

a c knowl e dgme n t of Christ by a ll powers in heaven a nd on 

e a rth . Of this P aul spea k s ,;,•1hen he s ays: " a t the nnme of 

J e sus every k nee s hould bov.; , of thi ng s in hea v e n, and things 

i n e 8rth, and things under the e arth" (Phili ppians 2:10 ). 

In a somm·Jh nt lons er p ass ag e the Apos tle writes: 

Then come th the end, vhen he shall have d e livered up 
the k i n c;dom of God, even the Father; v-,h en he shall 
ha ve put dovm a ll rule ruid a ll a uthori t y ond power. 
For he mu s t rei ~n , till he h ath put a ll enemies under 
his f eet. The l ost e n e my that sha ll e d e stroyed is 
dea t h . F or heh th put a ll thing s under his f eet. 
But ·when he sa:i.th all things a re put under h i m, it is 
lllanif'eot tha t he is exce pted, \ .' h.i ch did put a ll t hings 
under him. And vJhe n all t h i ngs shall bo subdued unto 

4 Ibid., P• 223. 
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him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto 
him tha t pu! a ll t hinss under him, tha t God may be 
all i n all. 

Al read y t h e p r ophet I saiah, as t he spoke smafi of tho Lord of 

host s , f oresm·1 thi s a s a par t of t he ultinnte victory of the 

kingdom. J ehovah , s pe akine throu~h him, s a id: "I have sworn 

by myse lf, t he r10 :..-- d i s g one out of my r1.outh in r i t;hteousnes s, 

and sh2ll not retu rn , Tha t unto me e very kne e s hall bov. , e­

very t ong ue shall svJe ?.r" ( Isa i a h 4 5: 25). 

In the a r my of tha t kingdom, whose victory is not only 

a s s ure d but a lready vion by Chr i s t, marches the Chur ch, chos­

en and call ed out by God to be a p e ople over whom He in His 

a r a c e r e i gns. They are to r e ve a l befor e the ~or ld the righ­

teousn e s s of tha t k i ng dom. By her pe culi a rly Christi a n con­

duct s h e is to let he r li@lt so shine be fore me n, t hat they 

ma y s .e her c ood 1.·iorks 3!ld g lorify her Fi,ther, v;l1i c h is in 

he a v e n (MatthevJ 5: 16) • t hat is, her life is to be a constant 

tes t imo ny of this f a ct tha t God has set her apa rt, h a s sanc­

tif' ied h er, to be His mm p eople and thus, by her tes timony, 

to brine; others under God' s gracious rule. 

Thu s t he f ~ct tha t the Bi blical concept of the kinc dom 

of God is esse nt1~ 11y God's rule in contra st to ours needs 

stress ing . God g ives Hi s king dom; man h a s not built it. 

God Himself is a ct;i ve in its initiation a nd pr og r es s and 

completion. It is basically His activity of c r usl1ing the 

51 Cor. 15:24-28. 
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power of ~ntan and his allies. Yet, man still h ~s his role 

to play in that kine;dom by r enponding to the o -::·rer r1hich 

God mnke s man in r eg rd to His kingdom. How nen individual­

ly re s pond to tha t offer is sho~n by their a ttitude to 

.Je sus Rim.self, for in the person and offi c e of Christ God's 

reig n in the s ense of the kingdom of' v1hich v-1e are s peaking 

v,a s ushere d in acti v c ly. Thus when the individual accepts 

J e sus , he a cce p ts the kin ~dom of God; when the individual 

reje cts Christ, he r e j ects that kin~dom and its blessings. 

Basi c to a d iscus sion of what the kingdom of heaven, 

or the kingdom of God, means in the parable of the !.lerciles s 

vcrvant, or, for t hat ma t t e r, in any of the parabl e s of the 

ki ngdom, a r e t he \'.JOrds of the Lord spoken throu3 h the pro­

phet J eremi ah. In Je remiah 31: 31-33 v1e reed the vJords : 

Behold , the days come , s a i th the Lor d, t h a t I ~ill 
mak e a ne w covenant v;ith the house of Israel, a nd 
vJi th the house of .Jud a h: Not a ccording to the cove­
nant tha t I made \·Ji th the ir f a ther s in the d ay tha t 
l t o ok t hem by tl1e h a nd to bring them out o f' the land 
of .!:!; t:;ypt; v;hi ch my cove nant the y breke, a lthou(7h I 
vias an hus band unto them, s a ith the Lor d: But this 
s hnl l be t h e cove nant tha t I \'.'i 11 mnke ,.,i th the house 
of I srael; After thos e d , y s , s ith the Lord , I ,;;;i ll 
put my law in the ir invia r d parts, and write it in 
the ir hear t s ; a nd will be the ir God, and t hey shall 
be my pe ople. 

The p arab le of the. r.1e r ciles s Servant shovJs this covenant in 

the process or cot 1.p leti on. 'l'hus the meaning of the k ingdom 

of he a v en in this p a r able is tha t God, vihen He is at v;ork 

e stablishing tlis rule , takes e ccount of men. tie teaches them 

to knov,i by the proclamation of the La?, that they a re in dire 
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need of His e;race. 1.Vhen man r ealizes himself to be morally 

ban lcrupt God d e livers to him the me ssage a nd assura nce or 
reconciliat i on thrcug h Christ. This unmerited f ovor of God 

God expects to produce results in the life of the sinner. 

But when t h i s r e sult i s not f orthcomi ng , then God r efuses 

to con tinue f'org i ving , in fact, He c asts ozain. upon the un­

g rat eful s inne r the entire burden of Hi s guilt. That indi­

vidua l h as 1 1st not only the possession of d i v i ne brace, 

but als o h is st a tus a s a me mber of the king dom of God; he 

is fa llen f' r om. gra ce. This i s the word of caut ion expressed 

by the Lord in re~p onse to t h e query of Peter whether for­

~ ivencn s cou ld be r e c kon e d in mathematica l terms . 

The De finition of the Biblical Term "Justif ication" 

Go d 's manner of justify jng sinners, as prese nted in the 

p age s or His '"!ord, is a method unheard of by men. !an' s 

s y s tem of justification is by means of the Law. God's way 

is laid dovm briefly as tha t of just11'ication. The Apostle 

P aul s ays: " 1rherefo1·e we con clude that a man is ju.stified 

by f a ith" (Romans 3:28). The apostle does not deny the ob­

j ective r e concilia tion of man, accomplished by Christ in 

His ,;-~ork o:r redemption. Here he is dealing with the matter 

of subjective reconciliation, with the ma tter of the sinner 

accepting the historic fact of the atonement. In this sense 

we s 3y , in the spirit of Paul, that the moment the sinner 

comas to faith in Christ or, to say the same thing in ano-
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ther ,..-1ay, vihen the sinner believes the Gospel, he stands be­

:rore Go el. justifi 0d. For God in the Gospel is offering to 

men that f o r g i v ene ~s of sins v1hich Christ earned fo-:.' t h e 

totality of lost mankind on Ca lvary ' s cross . The accept ance 

of this o~fer of God' s grace, the a ccep tance by faith, is 

tha t vihi c h E.t c complish0s the lnc1i vidual' s juotif'lcc1tion he-
' 

fore God . 

Gola cratia expre 33es , as Scripture clearly st ~tes, the 

i'oct tho.t man ' s jus tifi cat ion , then, is cor_apletcly ·Jithout 

t he r;orkc of the Lav:. " 'Th0rofo:.:-e vJe cone lu.de that a man is 

just ifie d. by fait h , wit hout the deeds o f jlihtl la ;" (5.om.o.ns 3: 

28) , s a ys i:' t·\Ul. ,£\g ain, he •.,rites: "'l'he:refcre it is of faith 

tha t it r.1i s ht be by g r ace" (Romans 4:16} aLd "not of \·iorks" 

(_. phesi ans 2 : 9). "Man j s not justified by the v,o rks of the 

l av.111 (J.o.lot ians 2:16). 

The pas .sage quoted a bove, Romans 3:28, presents a clear 

s wn .. ri.ary o f the doctrine of j ust i fi c a tion. lf the 1.:ords of' 

t h is p ess age are permitted to stand, namely t h a t j ustifica-

t ion is accomplished L'Y "faith without 

( 
/ \ ,., / 

Tfl.fTtl .... XIAJfl5 '!' ~ wr' Y"/"~" J, and stand 

the de e ds of the lav," 

they n ust n s God's 

i n 01·rant vro r d, then 1,1;e moy drav1 the follo\'1ine conclusi ons 

from it: (1) Justification cannot be ba sed on a ~~a tia in­

fusa., but so l e ly on a f avor De i pr opter Christu.m.. ( 2 ) Jus­

tif icat ion mu s t thus be found outside of ~an, in the ~ospel 

of' Re conci li 1:~ tion, a nd n ot as somethinc3 in man. (3) Justi­

fication is an actus forensis, a declaring ri 0 hteous of him 
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who is unrig hteous, rather than a making ri .jhteous of the 

w1righteous . (4) Justification knows of no g r adation; it is 

either poss e s sed whol l y and completely or it is not pos­

s e s s e d a t a ll. (5) This kind of justificat ion is possessed 

by the troubled sinner as something sure and certain.6 

Article four of the Aug sburg Conres sion prese nts the 

following simple, yet complete, defini tion of justi:fication: 

Also they t each tha t men cannot be justified be fore 
God ~ their ~ strenr5th, merits, .2!:. ·works, but ~ 
freely jus tified for Christ's sake, through f a ith, 
when they believe tha t they are r e c e ived into favor, 
a nd that their sins are forg iven for Christ's s ake, 
who, by His de ath, has made satisfaction for our sins. 
This faith God imputes for rig hteousness in nis sight. 

Hom. 3 and 4.7 

Lutheran theolo~y presents this doctrine .of justifica­

t i o n a s the ce nt ral and chi e f teaching of Christ ianity. On 

t h is all of Christian doctrine and the ~hristi a n Church as a 

v1hole either s tands or f a lls . Christ Himself has presented 

this doctri ne a s the very he art and core of His tea ching s. 

He express l y sta tes tha t the purpose of His coming v;as "to 

g ive his life a ransom for ma ny" (Matthew 20:28) and that 

the pur pose of His dea th was the shedding of His blood, 

"VJhich is shed for many for the remi s sion of sins"(Matthew 

6Franz Pieper, Christian DoRmatics, translated from the 
German by Dr. Theodore ~ngelder (St. Louis: Concordia Pub­
lishing House, 1951), II, 505. 

?"Augsburg Confession," Triglot Concordia: The ~ymbol­
ical Books of the ~v. Lutheran Church (st. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House, I921), Article IV, p.45. 
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26:28). As the central truth of the Christian relig ion, all 
\ 

the doctrines of ~cripture arc placed into a definite r e la­

tionship to the Biblical doctrine of justification. Dr. 

Franz Pieper in his Christian uogmatics shO\IJS this interre­

lation of the teachines of LJcripture to this doctrine.a 

'l'o summarize• man is not justified by his works. A man 

may, indeed, governed and led by the Holy Spirit, that is, 

with the pov,er of God, the ttoly Ghost, dv,elling in him and 

opera ting in h im, continue in and maintain a rii ht rela­

tionship \~ ith God, t houg h even here there are mc1ny sinful 

de vi ations f rora the path t..rod v.ould have us trod, and there-

' fore a l so a da ily need for God's gracious for 6 iveness of our 

sins . But the e s t abli shment of that relationship, vihich co­

incides ,•J ith the Hi blical usage of the vJOrd "justification," 

is sole l y and alone an evidence of God's gracious e ood-will 

for 1.;hri s t•s s a ke • .Justification is not primarily a making 

ri0hteous , but a declaring righteous, accomplished by Christ's 

vmrk on cal vary and a ccepted and made one's own by f aith and 

trust in this gra ce of t..rod for Chris t's s ake. Thus justifi­

cation is not to be viewed as somet hing in man, but as God's 

attitude or di sposition tovrnrd sin1'ul mankind. 

8p1eper, 2..E.• cit., pp. 513f. 
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The Relationship Existing Betv,een the Kingdom of Heaven 

and the Bibl1.cal Concept or Justification 

Sin is like a gre t wall, s ep nr a tine man f r om God (Isa­

iah 59:2). Being s e parated from God, man is naturally 

s e p ax a ted from the rule of God. The holiness of God reveals 

His hatre d of sin; the justice of God d e ma nds punishment for 

sin. But "God vms in Christ reconciling the ,·mrld unto him­

self', not i mputing t heir tre spa sses unto them" (2 Corin­

thi a ns 5: 19). Thus the wall of partition betvJeen God and 

man wa s d est r oye d a nd through Christ His holiness a nd jus­

tice vJere completely satisfied. \'Jith this universal recon­

cilia tion the p ortals of the kingdom of heaven were thrown 

ope n for a ll to enter. i, he n the individua l through the 

ope r a tion of the Spirit in the means of grace accepts that 

me s s age of the Word of Reconciliation, he becomes a member 

of the k ing dom of heaven. Dy faith he be comes~ new crea­

ture in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17); he has a new heart a nd 

a new will; he l ays his life and his all into the hands of 

God. \!here that faith is divinely created, there God rules 

and d v11ells and r e i gns supreme. 

It is true that even for the members of the king dom of 
. . 

God there are still ma ny sins and deviations from the divine 

will, so that they must daily confess their manifold sins 

and transg ressions. Eut God's grace forgives these sins and 

the individual remains a member of the kingdom of heaven so 
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long as he does not, by leadin,z a life of wilful sin against 

God, grj eve the. Holy Spirit ond thus drive him out of the 

he art and life. Such an one thereby also lo~es any claim to 

a part in the l<in;;;.,dom of God. 

Pointed a nd pertinent here ore the io r ds of Dr. Martin 

Luther, ih on he v1r ote in the Smnlcald Arti oles: 

~''ha t I ha ve .tit herto and. constantly t auc;ht concerning 
this 1 know not how to change in the lea st, namely, 
tha t by faith, as St. Pe ter s ays, \"je acquire a new 
and clean heart, and God wi ll ruid does account us 
entire ly righteous and holy for the sake of Chri s t, 
our Mediator. And although sin in the flesh has not 
ye t been a ltogethe r removed o.r become dead, yet He 
will no·i; punish nor r eme mber it. 

And such f a ith, r enewal, and forgiveness of sins is 
follo wed by good works. And what there is still sin­
ful or impe rfect also in them shall not be accounted 
as sin or defect, even tand that, tool for Christ's 
s a ke ; but the entire man, both as to his per son and 
his works , is to be called and to be rie hteous and 
holy from pure grace and mercy, shed upon us tun­
fola_edJ and spread over us in Christ. Therefore we 
c annot bo ..,.st of many merits and v1orks, if t hey are 
vievJe d apart from g race and mercy, but a s it is v1ri t­
t c n, l Cor . 1, 31: He that g lorieth, let him ,lory in 
the Lord, namely, that he h as a gracious God. For 
thus all is vie 11. r e say, besides, that if good works 
do not follow, f a i t h is false and not true. 9 

g"The Smalcald Articles," Triglot Concordia: 'l'he Sym­
bolical Books of the Bv. Lutheran Church (st. Louis: Concor­
dia Publishi~°"1Iouse,-Y92l), Article XIII, p. 499. 



CHAPTER III 

THE RECKONI N3- AND THE SERVANT' S TREMEIIDOUS DEBT 

INDICATE MAN'S GREAT NEED FOR GOD'S FORGIVENESS 

The Picture Presented by the Parable 

The p icture intended in the parable of the Merciless 

Servant is tha t or a king in his dealing s v1ith one of his 
.. 

serva n·ts { verse t y1enty-three). The point of comparison in 

t he p ar able is th a t the king dom of heaven is like the set­

t l ement of accounts and, therefore, to be pre ferred is the 

tra nsla tion " It is the c a s e with the kine;dom of heaven as 

v ith a man, a k in~, who desire d to s e ttle a ccounts with his 

serv a n t s ," et cetera. Since Christ compares the ki ngdom ot 

h eav en to the manner in \''1h i ch this certa in king reckoned 

wit h hi s serva nt, the parable properly spea ks of G0d's deal­

i ngs with me n in general. This VJould be the r e f erence of 

verse t VJen ty-three to the servants of the king (fo:~w( 

> " ouJTov). Vie find, hm"iever, ttl.at the picture is one of the 
~ 

k i ng 's dea ling s v1i th ''one'' ( f( s) of his servants according 

to ver se t wenty-four. Thus e a ch one, individually a nd sep­

a r a t e ly, is to pla ce himself into the position of t h is ser­

v a nt when the que stion aris e s on t he lips or in the heart, 

" Sh a ll I fo r g ive my brother ag ain?" 

The king, as he is present ed in the p a r able, is not to 

be vie\•Je d a s a ·western r•1onarch, whos e po v·:e r s and auti1orit y 
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are linitod by tho people over whom he rules, but rather as 

an Orient c1.l clespot, over against whom all, from. the most in­

i'luentia l to tile most comruon, stand in a position of' a bsol­

ute subo rdi1wtion. un<ler these circumstances the r eckoning 

of a ccounts, a s mentioned in the opening verses of' the par­

a ble, t akes pl ace . 

The Reckoni.ng and Its Application 

~ I 
(['UY'd.f;..'- ( from <S\Jl/c,1..c..f £.LV' J has the meaning "to take up 

( a matter) v·i th ( some one)." In the NevJ Testament the ex­

pression O"V'l/d..ff HY A6a'~ has the more technical meaning or 
"to adjust accounts," "to compare (and thence, to s ettle) 

uccounto, ,r "to Da lee a reckoning," 0 to reckon ( in order to 

r e ceive p ayment)"; "to audit." 

This reckoning is not to be identified viith the final 

reckoning of' Judgment Day, a s is indicated in pas s s3es like 

I.la t thevJ 25 : 19: tl.Af'ter a long t ine the lord of those servants 

c ometh, a nd reckone t h ,:;ith them" and 2 Corinthians 5:10: 

"For \'le m.ust all appear bE::fore the judgment seat of Christ; 

tha t every one may receive the things done in his body, ac­

cording to that he hath done, whether they be good or bad." 

But rather that whi ch is done here in time, in the course or 
man's period of grace, though it finally culminates in the 

judgment (verse thirty-four). This reckoning is brought to 

us in a variety of ways, but all of them may be summed up as 


