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is agked to live up to expectations. "Evangelists who san-

guinely expect the best, even from degenerates, will often

get it, becauss the as=sumption carries a2 powerful suggestion."zg

Gislason claims that appeals to ethical sentiuments are often
successful because all normal persons have & desire to see

fair dealing and justice ;revail.zg Oliver attributes such

ments sugerior to selfl-interest, such 23 those exhibited in

cases of heroism or ancnymous contributions. These may be

due to ideallsm, to enlightenad selfishness, or to sublimaticn.-0

A number of writers have zlso attempted to classify or
list motives to which the preacher may appeal. Broadus lists
three such motives: (a) happiness--the Scriptures appeal not
only tc our feelings of moral obligation, but tc our hopes
and fears now and in eteraity; (b) desire for holiness--
"goodness can always touch at least a faintly responsive
cherd in tho human heart®; and (¢) love--it can be a wotive
for doing right.31 Jones lists as basic emqticns to which

the preacher can sppeazl: love of friends and family, loyalty,

28w3119an Norwood Brigancei Spesch Composition (liew

York: ¥, S, Crofts & Company, €.1937), De 102.

29Gislason, Ope Cite, De 234,

30p1iver, oD. cit., Dpe LLf.

31Jchn A. Broadus, A Treatise on the freparation and

Deliver¥ of Sermcns (iew Tork: A. C. hrmstrong anc oon, 1895),
pPRe 2321,
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patriotism, desire for companionship, love of adventure,
seif-respect, self-preservation, fomr, sympathy, genercsity,
curlosgity, desire for iumortulity.32 C'Brein Atkinson trans=
lates four basie desires into terms of religious value: (a)
desire for security--desire to escape hell and to reach heaven;
(b) desire for zower--desire to use wealth and learning for
God; (c) desire for esteem--desire for God's esteem; and (&)
sense of devotion--devotion to Gode’o

Yost of the authorities examined in the field of pub-

lic spesking and preaching argue that persuasicn, especially,
must be based on the listenert's self-interest, his wants and
desires, if the iistener is to be persuaded, activated or
motivated. Thus, according to Gislason, feelings or desires
are the basis of human values. "The goal of all living is to
Zet as umany pleasurable feelings and emotions as possible, and
to aveid the unpleasant ones. (This may include the nex
world.)"34 According to Cliver, no scunder method of winning
supvort for a proposal can be found than by so identifying

it with the self-interest of the hearer that he will want to

accect i3 People can only be induced willingly to do what

32Jones’ 2_2. g_i_-_t.' De 57.

330'Brien Atkinson, How to Make Us iiant Your Sermon: By
Listener (ilew York: Joseph F. dagner, InCe, Cel0L2],

a lis
p.ij' 93-‘-Til§l
3“Gislason, op. cit., pp. 2351,
35G1iver, op. gite, Pe 55.
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they desire to do, and will oppose and deny anything that
conflicts with their desires; they will interpret everything
in terms of their own 930.36 Thus the will beccmes an agent
of cheoice when there is a conflict of desires. It becomes
the task of the speaker, at times, to stimulate the will of
hearers to support an apparently weaker and more remote de-
sire, or to avcid confliet of desires, by making one desire
complately dominate their thinking.37 Garrison states that
"in order to be more than a routine pilece of communicztion,
the preacher's proposition must be linked with human wants
and given its place in 8 scale of values".32 Poor church
attendance has been attributed to the fact that religicn has
become for the layman "a confused matter whose definite bear-
ing upon his own well=being he neither sees cleariy nor feels
deeply".39 Atkinson urges:

Talk to the listener about himself. . «  Decause every

AN « o o has in his heart one eontrolling desire: he

wants to make the most of life--of his l1life « « ¢ &

Yalk to him, therefors, about the things that have a

part in his great desire. Talk in a way that will
Zelp him, as he sees it, to make the most of life,

I{ you do that, you will not fail to ecngage his interest.%0

Jenes attributes to man's basie desires his motivation to

361bid., ppe 34-36.

2

371vid., pp. 4Of.

38'\ 8
Garrison, op. cit., p. 22&.

3 gcl (" L
iaius Glenn Atkins, Preaching and the kind of Today
(¥ew York: Round Table Preés, inc., c.1934), p. 2k.

hoétkinson, ope. cit., Pe 68,
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sin. Thare are desires which, unharncssed, uncontrolled and
unconsecrated, can lead a life to destruction, but controllad
and harnessed, can build institutions snd civilizations. Con-

Secrated and dedicated to God, they inspire to service and

Ll

enrich the world. Brigance desceribes human wants as range-

ing from low, material and sordid, to the highest wants which
"ascend to the top of human cc:m:!uct:“.l"2

the persuasive speaker should keep in mind the fact
that many human desires are far from being narrowly
gseliish. + « By expecting much of an zudience, and
by leading it to expect much of itself--by appealing
to its enlightened selfishness--the strong path of
duty and sacrifice can be rendered gore attractive
than the highwasy of slothful ease.b

A few voices have been raised, houever, against this
over-gumphasis upon want-appeal, such as the following:

The danger for the Church lies in the subtle shift of
caphasis from the objective truth of the Gospel teo the
pragmatic value to society. The Christian problem of
communication is not to be solved merely by discern-
ing what peonle want and giving them it. This is to
transform the Cospel challenge of "Repent and believe"
intc a cynical tecﬁniqu@ of winning friends and in-
fluencing pecple.’

There ore certain basiec emoticns which will be arocused
in any sermon, with or withcut the preacher's conscicus con-

sideration of them, because of the very nature of the subject

blyones, ope cite, pe 67.
AZSrigance. ope cit., pe 1lE2,
hBCliver, OP. Cit., Pe 550

Likpavid He Ce Head, The Communication of the fospel:
The Warraclk Lectures for 1951 (London: OUM Press Ltde, 1952),
Pe 17
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matter. Ono of more commen emotions aroused by orthdox
preaching, espacially, is that of fear, or guilt, This is
usually arcused in preaching of the Law. When the preacher
has aroused fear, uneasiness, or discuiet so that the hearer

has recognized them,he can then make clear the underlying

problem of the need for Ged, and bring the Cospel remedy.ks

Jones tells of Jonathan Edwards' preaching, today denounced
by psychologists and liberal preachers, and the results it

produced:

Hearts were tcuched, they were convicted of sin, and
eried out for mercy and forgiveness., lic preacher
should avold an appeal to any emction of the hunman
heart, be it love or fear, which produces results as
God blesses it to the salvaticn of soculs., Fear of
ein and its blight and disgrace is a wholesome emoction,
and one that nszeds to be cultivated in this day when
sin is so lightly regurded. Until a man knows a sense
of the zwlfulness of sin, until he feels convinced of
his own sinfulness, he does.not feel the need of the
cleansing blocd of Christ,.%9

keu also affirms that natural man cannot be brought to faith
without first passing through the terrors of conscience.h7
J. He Ps Sclater mentions how sermons appealing to emcticns
of fear had seceamlngly passed cut of vogue:

THold them over the pit" is advice which today only -

L5Richard R. Caemmerer, Preachinz to the Church, Himece
graphed class notes (5t. Louis: UOnccrgiE—Bem nary Eiéeo
Company, 1952), p. 9.

hﬁJOHOS, Choe 2&5.. Be 68.

L7:. Reu, Homiletics: 4 Manual of the Thco and Prace=
tice of Preachin?, transinted by Albert Steinhacuser, (rourth
eaigion; Columbus, Chio: The Lutheran Book Concern, c.l193%),
Pe 111,
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brings a smile. Do you think that it is a justified
smila? Do you find life so bereft of thie stern and
the tragic, thot we can afford not to be frightened?
Does God, in His strong mercy, never scare us? We
shall do well to remember that He, at least, plays
upon the whole of the ascending emotive scaie cf fear,
awe, joy and love; and that prsachers are not true to
all they should have learned in experience, if they
are never afraid themselves, and, consequently, cone
pelled to compunicate their fear to thelir hearors.4®

However, there is danger of distortion in appezling tc the
enotion of fear. It can lead to wvcx'}:--z-i,.-_--_i'n-.e.cusrmss."’9 Care
must also be taken in preaching on sin and guilt to reach the
minde of those who ought to apply the message to themselves,
but are more likely to apply it to their neighbor, and to re-
frain from burdening over-sensitive people with exaggerated
feeli

8 of puilt and moral failure, and religious unworthi-

ng
nesu.SO

lo pastor can avoid the situation of scrrow and the
corresponding comf'ort he must give, especially in time of

death. UWords of comfort often are not nearly as affective

o

8 the creastion of an atmosphere which calls for and préduces
pity and mercy in the sorrowful soul.sl Also in preaching

Judgmsent upon sin, there iz great need for sympathy aznd love

43J. Re Po Seclater, The Public Worship of God (Hew

York: George H. Doran Company, 1927), PDe G2ie
l*gfleu, £De Cit.. Pe 161.
506nntrip. op. cit., ps E8.

5 l:{ ] . a A5
: Roland Cotton Smith, Preaching as 2 Fine Art (New
York: The Macmillan Company, C.l1922), pPps Lif.
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on the part of the preacher-sz
There are also emotions expressive of hope, of confi-
dence and of joy. (l. Ray Jordan connects the inspiration of
hope with the Christian message. "The preacher tells the
worst psople that they can be better. . . «The Gospel is good
news for the hopsless and inspiration for those who despair.“53
The promise of the Gospel is not eass, but power. "The Church
is not there tc distribute religicus aspirin tablets and mental
opiates."% fhe Joy evcked by the message of the Gospel is
net the hilarity of many "UGospel hymns", but culet and even
elation of the heart.”? It is, alresady in the Cld Testament,
Joy over what God does for His people, and in the liew Testa=
ment, {irst soft and low rejoicing, then loud thankssiving.sé
is Gerald Kennedy puts it,
For whether we sre speaking of merey or judgment, we
approach every theme from the experience of God's love.
To every man within the sound of our veice, no matter
??%?“ﬁis ?“%difi°¥ ma¥7be, we are tho bearers of the
tidings of great joy.

Once again, it must be said that there has been, in

52Guntrip,,92. cit., 2. E3.
53¢, Hay Jordan, You Can Preach: Buildinz snd Deliveri
. ftay Jordan, You Can Preach: Bu nz znd Deliverin

the Sarmon (liew Ycrk:'?Ieming . Revell Company, C.1951),
Pe £0.

54Eennady, 0p. cite., Dp. 281,

5539“. Olke g_:'l._’b-, Ds 112,

56Ibid., pp. 107-09.

57kennedy, op. cit., e 15.
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thisz chapter, no attempt at an exhaustive survey of the nature
and function of emotion. Hather, z brief overview has been
presented.of some of the olements that must be considered by
the preacher, as a background for more intelligent considera=-
ticn of the basic problem of this papers, The writer has pre-
sented a numbar of varying viewpoints, many of which do not
bear his perscnal stamp of approval, but which are valuatle
in determining some basis for study of emoticnal appeal.

The following chapter will take up the basic problem at lssue.




CHAPTER V
RELATICKOHIP CF INTELLECT AND ENOTION

Having briefly examined the basic nature and function
of intellect and of emotion in the speaking situation, and
acre specifically, in the preaching situation, we will now
Seek to evaluste the importance of appeal toc intellect and
appeal to emotion in preaching, and to determine the proper

relationship and balance which ought tc exist between the

Basic to the structure of any address that has any real

L]

meaning is its content. And content is primarily composed of

ideas. "There can be no real eloquence without great ideas.

One may master all the methods and still fall to move men."l

This applies doubly toc the field of preaching. The need of

man is s5till conviction--conviction upon which he can rely

and upon which he build his life. Halford B, Luccock states:
A dominant mood of teday, one of the most evident moods
of our time, furnished a field for a message with nmeta-
physical and theological depth to it. That mood is the
hunger for affirmations, a natural accompaniment of a
time of upheaval.?

¥uch of the progress of men has been due primarily to ratione

lﬁebb Be Garrison, The Preacher and his iAudience (lew
York: Fleming H. Revell’c—ompa—_g_Tgny, ce1066k), Po 20s & -

2 L3 - 29 -
Halford Z, Luccock, In the Minister's licrkshop (New
York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Cce194L), pe 41.




