
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

6-1-1956 

The Importance and Means in Achieving a Balance in Appeals to The Importance and Means in Achieving a Balance in Appeals to 

Intellect and to Emotionin Preaching Intellect and to Emotionin Preaching 

Arnim Henry Polster 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_polstera@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the Practical Theology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Polster, Arnim Henry, "The Importance and Means in Achieving a Balance in Appeals to Intellect and to 
Emotionin Preaching" (1956). Bachelor of Divinity. 531. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/531 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 





  

30 

is asked to live up to expectations. “Evangelists who san- 

Zuinely expect the best, even from degenerates, will often 

get it, because the assumption carries « powerful suggestion. "28 

Gislason clains that appeals to ethical sentiments are often 

Successful because all normal persons have & desire to see 

fair dealing and justice prevail.@? Oliver attributes such 

Gesires to self-interest, but states that there are senti- 

ments Suoerior to self-interest, such ss those exhibited in 

cases of heroism or ancnymous contributions. These may be 

due to idealism, to enlightened selfishness, or to sublimation.29 

4 number of writers have also attempted to classify or 

list motives to which the preacher may appeal. Broadus lists 

three such motives: (a) happiness--the Scriptures appeal not 

only tc our feelings of moral obligation, but to our hopes 

ears now and in eternity; (b) desire for holiness-- Lo
m and 

"goodness can always touch at least a faintly responsive 

chord in the human heart"; and (c) Love--it can be a motive 

for doing right? Jones lists as basic cnoticns to which 

the preacher can appeal: love of friends and family, loyalty, 

SACRE NES Bee mein eee Se 

28yi11iam Horood Brigance, Speech Composition (New 
York: F. S. Crofts & Company, ¢.1937), DP 37 )5 Pe Ze 

29Gislason, Ope Cite, pe 234. 

2051iver, one cite, ppe Lit. 

31 50nn A. Broadus, A Treatise on the Preparation and 
Delivery of Sermens (dew York: A. GC. Armstrong ane Son, 1695), 
Pde af.



  

aL 

patriotism, desire for companionship, love of adventure, 

Selif-respect, self-preservation, fear, syapathy, eenercsity, 

curiosity, desire for immortality.32 O'Brein Atkinson trans- 

lates four basic desires inte terms of religious value: (a) 

desire for security--desire to escape hell and to reach heaven; 

(b) desire for sower--desire to use wealth and learning for 

God; (¢) desire for esteen--desire for God's esteem; and (d) 

sense of devotion--devotion to God.3 

Mest of the authorities examined in the field of pub~ 

lic speaking and preaching argue that persuasion, especially, 

must be based on the listener's self-interest, his wants and 

Gesires, if the listener is to be persuaded, activated or 

motivated. Thus, according to Gislason, feelings or desires 

are the basis of human values. "The goal of all living is to 

get as many pleasurable feelings and emotions ss possible, and 

to avoid the unpleasant ones. (This may include the nex 

world.)"34 According to Oliver, no sounder method of winning 

supsort for a proposal can be found than by so identifying 

it with the self-interest of the hearer that he will want to 

accept it.2 People can only be induced willingly to do what 

  

325ones, Ode cit., De 57. 

330'Brien Atkinson, How to Make Us iiant Your Sermon: By 
a Listener (ew York: Joseph F. Wagner, Ince, c.lh2), 
Pre i=, a 

34G3slason, Ope Cite, ppe 235f. 

25cliver, ope Gite, pe. 55. 
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they desire to do, and will oppose and deny anything that 

conflicts with their desires; they will interpret everything 

in terms cf their own 20.26 Thus the will beccmes an azent 

of choice when there is a conflict of desires. It becomes 

the task of the speaker, at times, to stimulate the will of 

hearers to support an apparently weaker and more remote de=- 

Sire, or to aveid conflict of desires, by making one desire 

completely deminate their thinking.?7 Garrison states that 

"in order to be more than a reutine piece of communication, 

the preacher's proposition must be linked with human wants     and given its place in a scale of values".3@ Poor church 

attendance has been attributed to the fact that religion has 

become for the layman "a confused matter whose definite bear- 

ing upon his own well-being he neither sees cleariy nor feels 

deeply" 2? Atkinson urges: 

Talk to the listener about himself. . . . Secause every 
man » e e has in his heart one controlling desire: he 
wants to make the most of life--of his life . . e » 
Talk to him, therefore, about the things that have a 
part in his great desire. Talk in a way that will 
help him, as he seas it, to make the most of life. 
If you do that, you will not fail to engage his interest.49 

dcnes attributes to man’s basic cesires his motivation to 

SERRE = ne es Seer EL 

36tp4d., ppe 34-366 

27ibid., ppe 4OL. 
* 

3Scarrison, Ode Cite, Pe 228. 

39, i ,. s taius Glenn Atkins, Preaching and the Mind of Today 
(New York: Round Table Press, Ince, Col9354), Be dire 

LOstinson, ope Cite, Pe 68.
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Sin. ‘There are desires which, unharnessed, uncontrolled and 

unconsecrated, can lead a life to destruction, but controlied 

and harnessed, can build institutions and civilizations. Con- 

Secrated and dedicated to God, they inspire to service and 

enrich the worla./* Brigance deseribes human wants as rang- 

ing from low, material and sordid, to the highest wants which 

"ascend to the top of human conduct 4 

the persuasive speaker should keep in mind the fact 
that many human desires are far from being narrowly 
selfish. . . Sy expecting much of an audience, and 
by leading it to expect much of itself--by appealing 
to its enlightened selfishness--the strong path of 
duty and sacrifice can be rendered gore attractive 
than the highway of slothful ease. 

A few voices have been raised, however, against this 

over-enphasis upon want-appeal, such as the following: 

The danger for the Chureh lies in the subtle shift of 
emphasis from the objective truth of the Gospel to the 
pragmatic value to seciety. The Christian problem of 
communication is not to be solved merely by discern- 
ing what people want and giving them it. this is to 
transform the Gospel challenge of "Repent and believe" 
inte a cynical barhntgne of winning friends and ine 
fluencing pecple.4 

There are certain basic enoticns which will be aroused 

in any sermon, with or withcut the preacher's conscicus con- 

Sideration of them, because of the very nature of the subject 

  

4ljones, ope cite, pe 67~ 

A25rigance, ODe Cite, pe LEZ. 

430liver, Ope Cite, Be 56. 

4bDavid He Ge Read, The Communication of the Gospel: 
The Warrack Lectures for 1951 (Lendon: SUN Press Ltd., 1952), 
De l7e 

    

  

 



  

34 

matter. One of more commen emotions aroused by orthdox 

Preaching, especially, is that of fear, or guilt, This is 

usually arcused in preaching of the Law. When the preacher 

has aroused fear, uneasiness, or discuiet so that the hearer 

has recognized them,he can then make clear the underlying 

problem of the need for God, and bring the Gospel remedy «? 

Jones tells of Jonathan Edwards! preaching, today denounced 

by psychologists and liberal preachers, and the results it 

preduced: 

Hearts were touched, they were convicted of sin, and 
crled out for mercy and forgiveness. lic preacher 
should avoid an anpeal to any emotion of the human 
keart, be it love or fear, which produces results as 
Ged blesses it to the salvation of souls. Fear of 
sin and its blight and disgrace is a wholesome emotion, 
and one that needs to be cultivated in this day when 
sin is so lightly regarded. Until a man knows a sense 
of the awfulness of sin, until he feels convinced of 
his own sinfulness, he doesznot feel the need of the 
Cleansing blood of thrist.4° 

eu also affirms that natural man cannot be brought to faith 

without first passing through the terrors of conscience“! 

J. Ke P. Sclater mentions how sermons appealing to emotions 

of feer had seemingly passed cut of vogue: 

"Hold them over the pit™ is advice which today only - 

  

4 Richard R. Caenmerer, Preaching to the Church, HMimec= 
graphed class netes (St. Louis: concordia Seminary Eimeo 
Conpany, 1952), Be Je z 

46Jones, Spe Gites Pe 68. 

47x;, Reu, Homiletics: A Manual of the Theory and Prac- 
tice of Preaching, translated by Albert Steinhacuser, (Fourth 
edition; columbus, Chio: The Lutheran Book Concern, ¢.1934), 
De lll. 
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brings a smile. Do you think that it is a justified 
smile? Do you find life so bereft of the stern and 
the tragic, that we can afford not to be frightened? 
Does God, in His strong mercy, never scare us? We 
shall do well to remember that He, at least, plays 
upon the whele of the ascending emotive seaie of fear, 
awe, joy and love; and that preachers are not true to 
all they should have learned in experience, if they 
are never afraid themselves, and, consequently, cons 
pelled to communicate their fear to their hearers.45 

However, there is danger of distortion in appesling toe the 

emotion of fear, It can lead toa workerishtecusness.4? Sare 

must also be taken in preaching on sin and guilt to reach the 

minds ef those who ought to apply the message to themselves, 

but are more likely to apply it to their neighbor, and to re=- 

frain from burdening over-sensitive people with exaggerated 

feelings of guilt and moral failure, and religious unworthi- 
2 

ness.20 

Ro pastor can avoic the situation of scrrow and the 

corresponding comfort he must give, especially in time of 

death. Words of comfort often are not nearly as effective 

as the crestion of an atmosphere which calls for and produces 

pity and mercy in the sorrowful soul. Also in preaching 

judgment upon sin, there is great need for sympathy and love 

  

4LE3, 2, P. Selater, The Public Worship of God (ilew 
York: George H. Doran Company, 1927), ppe &2f. 
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on the part of the preacher?” 

There are also emotions expressive of hope, of confi- 

dence and of joy. G. Ray Jordan connects the inspiration of 

hope with the Christian message. "The preacher tells the 

worst people that they can be better. . . «tne Gosnel is good 

news for the hopeless and inspiration for those who despair. "93 

The promise of the Gospel is not ease, but rower. "The Church 

is not there te distribute religious aspirin tablets and mental 

opiates, 194 the joy evoked by the message of the Gospel is 

not the hilarity of many "Gespel hymns", but quiet and even 

elation of the heart.?? It is, already in the Cid Testament, 

Joy over what God does for His people, and in the New Testa= 

ment, first soft and low rejoicing, then loud thanksgiving. 

4s Gerald Kennedy puts it, 

For whether we are speaking of mercy or judgment, we 
appreach every theme from the experience of God's love. 
To every man within the sound of our voice, no matter 
euee eee COngLysen may bes we are the bearers of the 
tidings of great joy. 

Once again, it must be ssid that there has been, in 
Seaman a nent tem cee EE 

22Guntrip, ope Cite, ps» 83. 

53, Ray Jordan, You Can Preach: Building and Deliveri . Ray Jordan, You Can Preach: Bu nz and Deliverin 
the Sermon (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, ¢c.1951), 
pe 20. 

Shvennedy, op. cite, pp. 26f. 

35z0u, OSBe Cite, De 112. 

56Ibid., ppe 107-09. 

57Kennedy, OPe Cite, p. 15. 
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this chapter, no attempt at an exhaustive survey of the nature 

and function of emotion. Hather, a brief overview has been 

presented.of some of the elements that must be considered by 

the preacher, as a background for more intelligent eonsidera= 

tion of the basic problem of this paper. ‘The writer has pre- 

sented a number of varying viewpoints, many of which do not 

bear his personal stamp of approval, but which are valuatle 

in determining some basis for study of enctional appeal. 

The following chapter will take up the basic problem at issus.  



  

CHAPTER V 

RSLATIONSHIP CF INTELLECT AND EMOTION 

Having briefly examined the basic nature and function 

of intellect and of exotion in the speaking situation, and 

mere specifically, in the preaching situation, we will now 

Seek to evaluste the importance of appeal to intellect and 

appeal to emotion in preaching, and to determine the proper 

relationship and balance which ought to exist between the 

asic to the structure of any address that has any real 

meaning is its content. And content is prinarily composed of 

ideas. "There can be no real eloquence without great ideas. 

One may master all the methods and still fall to move men. #1 

This applies doubly to the field of preaching. The need of 

man is still conviction--conviction upon which he can rely 

and upon which he build his life. Halford EB, Luccock states: 

A dominant mood of teday, one of the most evident moods 
of cur time, furnished eae field for a message with meta-= 
physical and theological depth to it. ‘that mood is the 
hunger for affirmations, a natural accompaniment of a 
time of upheaval.2 

Buch of the progress of men has been due primarily to ration- 

SepmUEN mace meee po ER 

ivebd B. Garrison, The Preacher and his Audience (New 
York: Fleming H. Revell Company, C.1954), pe 206 

2yaiford Ee Luccock, In the Minister's Workshop (New 
York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Cel9hk), pe hle 
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