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o Ho Leestify that ihe chlldren have been propderly
L0 m.L izeds;

r..‘ by,

B. To assist in c..;.rmi for the Ciristien oducation and

-‘-_ e S 2 B- e

training of their godelild: ITdren; espacinlly Lif cheos
P d (i L"u :i._'.):'ﬂ .L.lh_.il' T‘:art-ﬁ-‘ﬁ; .

C. To pray for then M6
It 15 recognized thet this custom doos not bave Bibliiesl ba-
sis and is an add -.-‘.;-horu'n. The use of sponsers adds nothlog

o the valldity of baptisw. In this light tkere is notklng

to criticize in the answers as such.

“ivr nexdpoure passage cited fow the first reason does
not speck of baptigsu. ;'In the mouth of two or tirase wit-
Besses cvery word way be established® (Mett., 18:16). This
pasLigce #nepks of church discipgiine, T#o or threec witnssscs
are o be Lrot :-_'.'z.r. in o that "every word uay be ﬁﬁtﬁ.f;l'ﬁliﬂllﬁ‘ﬁ."
tie sltuntion 15 entirely different in this case aud skould

RO bu oade Lo apply ‘Lo baptiss. Omitiing this pescsge

would nhelp wake it cleser that ithe use of sponsors &t baptise

is reco, nlred s un adiaphoron.

~i0 final two ressons sinply ‘;’JI{GEI‘.":-’{.. Gl abli;;:-.;iqm:-:
any Christiasn should fell tovard CEu'is‘-:im ¢hilu ren. The
role of & sponsor siuply localipes tk;ﬂ recponsibility of

an adult to & child.

46p, 174,




L .‘t ,,r'bi‘ﬂ 111
il BLESCINGS OF BAFTISH

After an explanation of the nature of baptism, the Tyn~
odical Ceiechism points up ihe value of baptism. It attewpls
to explain Luther's exposition of the bleseings of baptism,
Vith thic, the first questicn snd ansgwer are present

-

“bB%,. Yhat great tulngs, then, does Baptism give or work?

Ao IL uorke forglveness of sins;

B. It delivers frow death and the devil; - .
—-—_—_— T e A BB o, GRS e ——-—,

C. It iives gterns) selvacion.l |

& staterents are logical and direct answoers to the guestlon,

L=
-
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The Tirst blessing is the forgiveness of sins, For Lhls,
three Dible neusages are cited. In the first pasaage (Acts
3d8), Petur issued thne call, "Repent and be buptized, every
one of you, in the nawe of Jesus Christ for the remlssion of

sins. ¥ The €{y with an ncousative denotes purposc. aperi;

MapTiswr is Lhe aeh by vhich God removes sins and declares

L

& wan rignhteous. It ic lfor th: purpose of forglvensss that
baptisw is of'fored, The passsge adequately shows that bap-
tiss ;ives the blessing of the forgiveness of cins

In the sccoad passage (fcts 28:16), inmmias told Paul,

tirise and be baptized aud wash away thy £ins." Dau polnts

cut thati tbe secoud "end" is not only & Punnect;ve, but also

lp, aws,
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epexegeticul, He goes on to say that the zeaning is not to
huve two sopsrate thinys done, beptizing and veshing., Ino
other wordas, fnanias told Paul to be beptized, and, &s a re-
sult, wash oway his sins.® This passa.e is & clear proof of
the answer.

The tuixa passage (Gui. 3:268-27) preszents the "puttiing
on¥ of Ghr:u, as a result of being baptized, "Ye are all
the clitldeen of God by faith in Christ Jesus, For &s many

of you us hove been buptized iato Christ have put on Chrish.®

Yessel upeaks of two tyyes of Uputting on.™

jecording to Geriptural diction, there is a twofold
putting on of Christ: 1. 'uLLinu on Chrizt according

Lo ihe Law, .Rom. 13, l&: "Put on the Lorc Jesus Curist.”
Text snu context say this wmeaunsy Follow in Christ's
Luocn;o-u, follow Him as an examzple in your daily life.
noual, O, 26,57, a putting on of Christ zccording to
thu Gospel iz spoken oi By faith we ar. clowhed in
Cirisi's righteousnes so thet God does not look upon
our =in, but sees nntning but ‘Christ!'s spotless vrobe

of rizghtocusness,t :

Dzu compares thie "putiing on® to that of our first par-
eats, g gays thnt ideair and Zve aftor the fall sewed Tig
léavﬁ; together to gcover their nakedness, Thig atterpt, how-
ever, {ailed and led to their beinyg clothed by garments which
Gocd provided. Just o, Says Dau, the believer is robed in

the rightoousncss of Christ.4

o

<y, M. 1, Dau, "Hotes For Lectures Gn Cateuchisa® (Giim-
cographed, n.d.), p. 148,

Srouis vessel, The Proof LTexts OF Yhe Ciitoehisng (st
Louls: Concordiz Publishing House, LY957), pp. G -84,

%pau, op. git., p. 146,




: S
i mu;.h .81ls of the avidence offered, the prnesage appoars to
prove the point. =

The b;cunﬁ pleasing 4s that of delivering {rom desth
and the dev vil, he pussage cited (Hom, 6:3) unfortunately
dous not prove the point. "hHnow ye not that o many of us
as were buptlred into Christ Jesus vere baptized into s
death?¥ The context shows that Ubeing baptized into lids
Geath! poeans belpyg dead to sin, not being delivered from don
Paul was sttacking the argusent which some vere possibly
raising, They probably srpued that if Codt's grace wis s0
freu, why not sin all the wore so that more prace might
abound? Dsvl, in return, asked how it was possible for
those wis wore dead to zin to live any lonjer under sin.

Pogoinly, in an iandirect way, "being baptized into Hie
death? night include the coanotation dr being delivered from
death, but that wo not varrant 1its use hore.

The writer wes not able te dizecever any substitute pas—
sugos to serve as o direct proof, The stateront, "dellvers
from decth and the devil,® is true- in the entire satting of
seriuture, is deliverance from death and the devil comes

as o result of tihe forgivencss of ziny, Bo the statemint

th,

can stund by itself, Luther expleins his  osition as follows,

But lere in Baptisne there is brought free to everyonéts
Goor such & treasurce and wvdicine g* uriterly cestroys
death and preserves all wen allve.

Sppdloit Concordia (5t. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 1901), p. 743,

.
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Tha cthird blescing of buptisp whieh the cntechlsy lists
is. that of eternal salvation. The first passage cited (Hark
18:16) is one which proves the point clearly. #le that be-

lioveth and is baptized shall be saved.¥  Lenski says that

the verb trw B revacand its cognate terss Yfors one of the
greaiest, most distinctive and wonderful concepts of the
veriptures,® lHe also points out that in its passive, it
connotes the Havior as the one performing the action. Len-
sil regards the future ss puanctiliar, expressing one decisive
act.B

This passzsge, unfortunately, hes poor manuseript evi-
cence and ls belisved by wany not to be a pert of the Gospel
of Xark. Imtherans, generally, seem to accept this passnge,
S0 it eun be retained. For such who doubt its authenticity,
Titvs 5:5 should be added: "Acecording to His mefey, He saved

us, by tie washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy

The sceond passage (L Pet. $:21) definitely states that
aption saves, "Baptiss doihh &lso now save us." Peter, in
this passage, drevw an analogy between the story of the flood

and baptism. Ves:sel cites these parallels,
A few parsallel thoughts: The water of the Deluge car-
ried olght souls into a new world; sSo beptiseal water

carries us iate the kiangdow of God. The waler of the
flood Is & type of the watsr of baptism, Tho water of

6R, ¢, H. Leuski, The [uberpretation of St. dark's Sos-
pel (Columbus, Ohio: Lutheran Souvk Concern, C.lU54), P. 275
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the flood and that in baptism correspond in one roint:
both n$c urving waters., Baptismal water 1s saving
wirter.,

Daw gays that frow the faclh that & present tense is

used, sigoifying & continuous action, it can be inferred |
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of buptisim extends threughout the life of a
gersou. Ib willl exert icvs saving power Wuntil it shell
save us with Lhe final salvation,nB

in bie wards which follow the words of the proof -pas-

e

Sage, Peter ties in baptism vwith thoe massage of the Cospol

wihen he ainyz that buptiswm saves by the resurrection. The
resurrcetion, all Chrislians know, showz God's approvel of
the death of Curlst as the weans by which i'm'.tr;ivaness was
sarned., The context thus strengtbens the validity of this,
passajge #5 & proof that baptiusm saves,

“he Eyaodiesl Catechilsm next challenges & cusstion
vhlch way cowme to the believer!s mind,

Lid, DBut has not Clrist earaecd all these blessings fer

By His suffering and death Christ has indeed earned

these blesulings for us; Baptism, however, is & nesns by

wh.oeh toe holy Ghost pases these blesclings gur own.
(Baptiocn 1s a rzeans of grace,)®

The ansvor appears to be clear and stove criticlem,

The Tirst paszage cited hes bszen treated above. "Ye

Ty essel, op. cit.; p. 85.

8Dau, op. egit., p. 153,
Spp. 175-76.
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gre all the chilléren of Uod by faith in Christ Jesus. For
a8 nany of you as have been baptized Into Christ have put on
Curdst" (CGul, 35;:26-27)., In baptism, man puts on Christ, thet
is, he puts on the robe of Christls rightecousness as & cover
for nls sins, By putting on this robe, he zakes these bles-

Sings his own. The passage is sultable, The writer is of
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er anc pore inciusive. "He saved us by the vwashing of reien-
eration aud renewing of the Holy Choust, which fe s=hed on us
ebundsntily through Jesus Christ, our Savior.® The words
finve the iszue clearly. They speciflcuzlly point up baptism
a5 o owoerk of the Holy Ghost. They serve as & valusble sup-
plerentuary passsge.

The sscond passege (1 Cor. 6:11) brings out the fact
that 1t 1s the Holy Ghost who works this in baptism. "But

ye are wushed, but ye are sanctified, but ye arc jJustified

&,
—

]
in the save of the Lord Jesus and by the spirit of our God,Y

e - S i
fivst of the three verbs is middle (ewehodowuode ) nnd

wt

The
y X (5 / )
the othor tvo are pussive { 7MY (e ONTE and e8cica cubire).

Ordinarily, in the middle voice, the subject is reprezenied
:zrs acting upon nimself. That would present difficultiez in
interpreting. thi :.-:' verse, However, Mumn also allovs for the
causative ssnse which denotes tiaat the subject gots something

done to himself. 10 fInis laster sense couid be the only one

Munn, A& Short Syatsx Of Hew Testamont Cresk (Fifth
Cambridge: University Press, 19 2) » Pp. G5-04,
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in this picsage beeause the work is attributed to the ngpirit
of our dod." Go the "washing® of baptisi can definitely be
attributec to the Holy upirit. It should alzo be noted that
in these words Faul wvas not trying to set forth & definite
order by which a wnn becomes a Christizn. The rest of Serip-
ture - ouid disagree with that order, Me was reninding them
unly of Lheze various Christian blessings which the foly
Ghost had worked in thewm.

The next ouesiion and enswer reveal who the recipients
of those blesgings of baptism are,

£55. To whom doos Buptism give all thase blezsings?

Buprism (ives these blossings to all ?no believe, as

thwe vords and promnlses of God deeclare: "lie Lhat pelioveth

and is h;_ol'ec shall be saved; but e that belicveth
noi =hall be dazmed,”

Tha writer has not been zble to detersine just why the

(

structure is cuanged by including the proof passage (ark 1G:
16) witiin the body of the angwer. It would be more consis-
tent to place 1t undevneath the answer in o separste form

&5 the pattern for the rest of the catechlswm has been,

For Christians, baptism iz & wonderful gift in that 1t
offers salvation by workin. forgiveness of sins. 3ut what
tbout those who believe in Christ and for some reason are
not bupiized? The Synodical Cuteenlss sesks to find the

anavey.

1lp, 1%e.




59

wub. Con anyone be caved without Baptism?

it ls uubelief only that dapnss and though saving faith

cannot
Ll La,

exist in the hoart of oune vho refuces o be bap-
1t cap exist when {or sowe reascn Bapilsm caanot

e obtained, i

nMa g 3
o g

1sver nowhere provides o direct reply to the

question, The writer therelore suggests the folloving solu-

tion as an

A e

ihw .\‘v':ﬂ-l,
= 42 mns
DAL S

18:16).

Howevar

e

.=rmon #11ll not bz saved without baptism if he re-

answer io the guescicn,

& purson with savin, faith ean be saved without
1 for some reason, he cannot obtain it (Mark

isn (Tuke 7:30).

2« It should be rowembered that unbelief alone damms.,

» Tofusing to be baptized is ecual to unbelief,

because it rejocts the }Towinaﬁ of Christ,

The proof pesssge (Murk 16:18) suggested for the first

pert ol tuc answer cannot bo. used without sowe explaanation,

Frauneis Ploper quotes Luther on this point,

& v
8

naving

ay,

however, hapien thut one hes folth without
besen bapuized; and, agein, soue nay recuive Hap-

tizm who do not truly believe, Hence tiiis text must be
understood so as to enjoln and confirm Baptisw as &
thing not to be deosplsed, but te be u.cd, a we have

S Ll'.l L™ u(l r

anc yet It must ot bo explained & hrrowly

thnt o pers son not able to obtain Baptisn snnau cOon-
du“nzd by it. . . «» The consensus 01 u-inion hns al-

: boen that if a person dies a velicver but lacks
Bapililam, he would not be condemmned; for 1t nmight hap-

pen that o person is a believer and, though desiring

5 san

aptism, 12 overtnien by sudden death.l3

The writer recognizes that this passeage is not most logleal,

1ETnaa,

ls]?rauc
ter Albrechit
III, B8U-8l.

Plaper Chriutxaq Dogmnbtles, trenslated by YVal-
(&t. Louia- Coneordin Publioning House, c.l8b3),

e — )

.
R A —
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Hor doas 1t hove tne soundest wenuscript atiestation, but it

Was the best pagpsage he could {ind for this purposze. The

till i=s true in the light of all Scripture. IT one

[
b2
o
o
B
e
¢
=

%

Considers the pany 01ld Testament salnts to whom baptisym was

GOt available, he cannot nelﬁ but coiio to tiis ecnclusion,
L1 L

Tae proof pussage for the second part of the ansver re-

"

Lotes how "ile Pharisces and lawyers rejectad tne counsel of
vod -again.t themsslves, being not bapiized of hiwv (Luike 7:30). |
This incidont 1s aiso clted by the Svnodical Ontechism,
In the verses preceding, Jesus glves « high recormenda—
Lion of Jolni. Ihe people vho heard him justified God, "puing y
‘bapiized with the baptlsm of John," The Pharisess, in con-—
trast, rejocted tue message. Ihey had not accented bantism,
Luke suys that they rejected it against themszelves (el.s
< J R .
€auTovg ). Lenski calls it the Yequivilant of s dative of
disadvanta, e: 'for themselves,! as far as they vere coneorned
w1l o - - %o . - y .
S 2 £ Geldcahuys eltes another H3.ble schwolar to chow Hhat
P S 8 A 3 el
€Ly 4vTav; ghould be talken togethor with Y] .,r. 7 T gnd
th fevr+ , "ana therefore dues not meon God's
1 for ther or for their be nef;t, but os directed
t

themselves, i.¢. [Fhey nullified it] to their .
o'n disacvantage or destruction® ({:reyd:...us, in. loc.).l8

The finsl »art of the reecozuended aasver surves to ex-

plain the first two parts.

LdLenski » LuUke, Dp. TI6.

180rval celd: cnhuys, Cowrsntery On The cosved of Luke
(Grand Repids, Michlgan: ®m. B, a'.erdma,u Publisting Company,

1‘51)’ De .’udl




CLAPTER IV
ln.:i POVER OF BAVIILE

Chrlstieans recognise bautisu as a wondsrful gift of Cod.
It Ls o povwerful gift which saves souls by offsring forgive-

vrance, life, and salvation, The Synodical Cate-

ngus 3 U.L.. ive
chiisy now concorns itself with deltervninlng e soupree of the

pover of bantisns,
257. How are lur’iVbhdJa of sins, Qeliversnce frem duath
ang Lhe devil, and evernal salvation obtained by Baptism?

Tha vord of God ulnco_ tiheso jreat blessings into Bap-
tlaw; and through faith, wnich truste thls vord of PTO-
eise, we ch_,t the forgiveness, life, Lna salvation
aliered '.:.l B _‘!.'. Sooand .mLLO tiese plessi “05S our ow ’n.l

liie point of criticisp with regard to t.iu presentation

187t Lhoe coogver tries Lo say too much in one sentence.,
fhe following division simplifdies the muterial,
Hou gon beptlss give us the blessings whiceh save us?

Tte vord of God places these great bleossings into baptism,

How do wa accept these blessings?

By fuith we asccept tine forgiveness, life, and salvation
. O& '(.U.'s.." in bapiisi.

The pasuage to prove the first answer is the one c*tad

in the Gyanodierml Catechism (Bph, B:85-28), nChrist also 1oved
the Church &nd sove NHimself for it that He olght saunctify and
gheanse it with the yashing of mater by the word." Weusells

1o, 177,

=




a2
quotation of unother Lutheran theclogian serves as an adoguate
explanation of this pascage in the light of baptiza,
Let us hear Dr. Graelmner's explanatioa of this phr

e writes, Theological Cuarterly, Vol. 5; pp. £-10:
vRat thu vzeored act which constitutes gacramental Dap-

tlom comprises wmore than & were app ication of water.
St. Vaul deseribes Bapitlsn as to luutrga tou hudatos sn
rematl, 'the wasking of ihe water wilh the word,!? h=t

e syeaks of a particular vashing is udic wtad by the
article before loutrua in the tuxt, and the only vazhing
Lo which }:3_, n.,..c,rz.g.u.l.m mniswers 1s Baptise. By tou.
imdrtos, it is described as a weshing of water, mater

' g HY o ﬁv;q“, but applied eﬂtcrially. But this
1o gn pepdil, together with or aecoununied by the

no
vater 3

vord. Tho ,“euu.-c”gn 8o, 18 hure an. cloeThore unloyed

to indieaio cunecowitsnee, introducing that with which

the witer u 3

iz wound up or. intimutely counectesd.®

£% & proof pussage ror the second angwer, Jesus?! words

(lurk 16:18) would serve as proof. WHe thut belisveth and

)‘..-M
18 baptized shall be saved.¥ The siganiflcance of this pas—

sige has been discussed in the previous chapter

.

The next guestion and snsver of the catecliism saeek to

3 -

expinin tne terus, Ywashing of rejencration® and "renewing of !

32 LG
t!iu‘ .-:E\=:L3’- '..l:iul;t-"

258, Ly do the seripturss call Baptisw the washing of
rogenaration end reonesing of the Holy Chouwil?

In Baptisp the Holy Ghost wovis feiih and thus greates
in us new gpivitual life.

It ig rather spparent that the saswer falls to clarlfy.

A child of confirzation age vould stiil. have difficulty in

“Louls Vessel, The Preof Toxts Of The Cateehiiswm (at.

Louis: Concordia Puhliani.g House, 18:7), p. 9d.




43
explaining the nenning of these terms 1f he were to rely on-

¥ on the nbove answer. The following revision is suggested,

hy do she fScriptures call baptism the vashing of regon-
erntion and renewing of Uhe Holy Ghost?

A aghing of regencration? means that In baptism our
sins are washed eway @Zad we are born a2gain (regenerated)
into o new spiritual life,

2. "Henowal of the Holy (hosth weans thay the iloly Chos
encws us to this new spiritual life.




CHAPTER V
PIE SIGHIFLICAHCE OF BAPTIZING “ITH VATER

The Synodical Catechism devotes its final chapter to

explaining terms wh.ch Luther used in his Brall C:xtechism,

The Leros sre Yold Adam® and "mow man.V The cabechisi 8:cks

thisose terms and thelr significance in ithe 1ife of

3
-
-
4]

& Christiag,
wHe, Yhat is the 014 Adam?

i ] - ] . - * ot
Lhe Old Adam is the ginful zature, which has come upon
11 of Adaw &nd s ours by birth.l

The anover proves to be o direct and logiesl anzswer to the
Guostion,

The pasunge (Bph, 4:22) is cited ¢t chow that the de-
seription of the "Old Adam® in the snswer i correct, ¥Put

off concorning the former:conversation the old man, which is

scording to the deceltful lusts,” The uze of thi:

passage ic hurdly neceszary hore. 7The ansyrer only defines

a torm of Is,.thoer, not of the Bible and therefore does not
necd Leriptural hacking, Besides, the passeie describes the
neld man, ¥ not the "0ld Aduwm." It is true, Luther used the
teris interchengeebly,® but that is not known .to the. catechu-

pen as he rewads the catechism. The passage shows .only one of

lp, 178.

oo
= ott Concordia (Bt. Louls: Concordis Publishi
House, lS, P. 749,
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the tihres charscueristics of the "old Adaw," the sinful aa-—
ture, It =uys notbing about its origin in Adam or aiout the
foct that 1t is in mon at his birth. The passage can be
eiiwina;ud.

The next gquestlon and aaswer speak of the relation of
the cld Adaw ¢o the Curistian 1ife,

=80, How is tilds Old Adawm to be drovned in us?

Fle OLd Adew 15 to ba drowsed in us by dmily countr. tion

(sorvow for sins) and repentsnce (faith), by wileh ve
alio pogist the evil desires and sungress them,o
Lhe mnsver 1e o logical reply to the guestion.

nie several objectlons to the answer as such, In

Lie Iivsc place, repoentance is egqualled to faith. Koshler

trics to explain it this vay,

TRorontance” in Lhe #ider sense means ccnirition an
faith (Luke 16:10); in the nervover senoe 1t pry mesn
eliher one of the two., Here iu menns falth, becaus

contrition was slready mentioned.4

F

ae writer vas not able to find where Koehler found the
sls for ropeatance weaning %oither one of the two." The Lu~
theran dogmnticlans define 1t irp its narrov seunse as meaning
only contrition, In its wvideyr sense, it includez both. But

thoey never suy that reih:,nt..-:;zlcg Fi 05104 ] Dﬂlv fﬂith-s Rielnrdsonts

YPe LT,

€5, 7. A. Koebler, i uhort Explunation Of Dr. Hartin Lu-
Eherls Zpall Cotechism (Rev.sed sdition; Biver Forest, illi-
nois: ;’;ue:.‘:‘-er bublisning CO., c-lg‘}-ﬁ)’ Pe 271,

Srrancis Pieﬁcr Christian Do matics, translated {rom the
Geruap by Velter Llbrecht (Bt. Louis; Concordia Publishing
kouse, c.1953), III, 502-03.




