Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
6-1-1956

The Concept of Human Nature and Destiny in Recent Psycho-
Sociological Studies

Paul Heyne
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_heynep@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons

Recommended Citation

Heyne, Paul, "The Concept of Human Nature and Destiny in Recent Psycho-Sociological Studies" (1956).
Bachelor of Divinity. 529.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/529

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.






e
“he real task lying before social scientists 1s to reduce
th evil consequences o repression without giving up any
securitye.

The most that can be hoped for iz not very much. The
burden of instinetual sacrifices can bo diminished to the
necessary ninizum by rational examination, the instincts
can br reconciled somewhat to the supprossion which mucst
rrmain, and Lhoy ean be compencated for thnoe.39 Unfortu-
nately, man's limitecd capacity for cducation sets limits to
wvhat can be do:e by such a culiural transformation. "he
majority which 1o prescontly hoatlle %0 culture can perhaps
be reduerd to a minority. Although thi: i= probably all
that men ean realictically hope to accomplishy even thins
meh I a great doal. 36 mor the destructive, anti-social
tendrneier ere prescnt in all men, and in many are stroig
enough %o debermine their inal behavior in socicty.37

It has a'ready been pointcod out that culture, in *he
effort to -ecure obrcdiencs to 1ts dictates, project: iliem
into tho will of God. 4% leart, thi: haz been the accepted

nractlice thus far in humen history. Religion has boon the
uecapon of culture. But religion ic a illusion. Religious
idea- or dogma: arc dorived from human wisher. (Ffreud dic=-

wwui-hes earefully illu-ion anéd deoiu ion. Delusion cor=

l-l
)

fiicts with reality. Iliusion, whic: neither admits of

35T1lusion, p. 12
301pid., po. 14=5.
371hid-’ e 10=1,
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proof nor disproo”, is not refutable.) Thr measure of rr-
ligion?’n atrongth iz the etr-ngth of the wizhes whieh
cauced its ri-"e.38
'reud calls roligion the universal obsezzional neuvrosin
of humanity, liks all neuroses, 36T 'lng a purpo=e, namely,

the allayne:t of anxiety. By acespting the universal

neurosis the indi idual may spare himself the task of

forming a prr onal neuro 15.39 Bu: einee religiou- dogmasn

fedd

are n-urotlie =urvival=s, th ¥y will be abandoned with the
P

fateful inexorabllity of a process of growth. /fAnd Freud be-
wt the time has come for a dellberate effort to re-
place these "conrequences of ropre~sion" with the reults
of rational mrntal effort, as ir done in the analytic
treatment of neurotie:. Perhapr, though Freud adwmits the
po=-ibility of wichiful thining heore, this replacement of
religlous illusio s by rational ideas will make the task of
reconeiling mn to culture a little bit casier.%0

It might b~ pocesible that reason could function to

the morality nocezsary for the precervation of civilte

craave

zation if ite development were not choked at an carly age by
tirught prohibiitions in the nam- of religion, Froud believed

that the experiment of 2 non-r~liglous education should at

38Ibid., pp. 52-5.
391pid., ppe 75-7.
"01pid., vne 77-8.
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least be tried. Fhould it fail, he would be wiliing to re=

turn to his earlier Jjudgment: man is & creaturs of wealk

o

intelligenece,y govorned by his in=tinctual wlshes, and re=
quiring religiou: dogra to *aep hix civilized 1

But the po'-:-'.:i.bf!r advanages to b gained ouvtueigh any
size ol fallure. UWien man no longer sufers from the nolson
vwhicl he har imbibed from ehildhoody he will find hirxself in
e will discover his helplessness and
his in-ignificant role in the univer-e. Ile will learn that
he i35 not the center of ercation and the object of a beneo-
lent Providence's carc. e will be Jik- the child who has

el )

left the warm and comforiable home.

But i- it not the de-~tiny o” childhood to be overcoue?
an cannot remain a child forecver. Ile mucst eoventually undorgo
"aducation to reality." Sooner or Tater he muat lecarn to live
content and redigned 'o what is true and po-*:!.‘nle.""‘?

In the loug run, nothing can with~ and reason ang oXe-
prrirnce, and the contradlction religion offers to both is
only too palpable, Ilot eoven a purificd, sublinmated r-ligion
can persancntly withstand the cerutiny of reason and experi-
ence. And if religlon confines itself to belief in a higher,
piritual Being whoce qualities are indefinable and whose

intentlon= ca not be discerncd, while it may he proof against

Hlyhid., ppe 83-l.
H2713a., ppe £5-6.
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the interirrence of =elence, it will al<o relinguizh the
Lo

interest of man, >

The pleturcy theng 1s this, Religion has served its

urposze of creating and custainlig conmunity. It ha- alr-o

pro ided a universal nourotis which has zaved men from ine
dividual and perhap~ more ~oriou: neurose:z. 3ut religion

i~ loring

[

t5 hold on the minds of men, and eventually will
be an illu:ion of the parte There are porsible benefits in
this, the brnefits which accrue from the abandonuent of any
iouro i-. And the retroat of religion just might make cule
ture?s civilizing tasil: easier by permitting and nccessitating
a rational explanation of culture's laws, an. explanation

vhich will decrease the hostility which most min feel toward

Froud suggects helping the incevitable. The abandonment
of r ligion will talks place as a proces: of growthy not by a
pure act of the rational will, Our task iz to further this

e a ~enolble teacher .li','*'

L31bid., pe Sl

Hirhig. 9 DDe 73=0e.




CEAPTER IIX

ARFN HORNE

-\l.. LI

It would be misleading to cxar"era e the discon-
tinmuity between Freud, the founder of neychoanslyais, and
the psycho=sgoclologlcal writers wvhom we shall exanine noxt,
Xaren Horney and lrleh Fromm, to glve two examples, con-
slder thelr interpretations paychoanalvsls

In the introduction to Lle lleurotic Perconaliity

Time Herney ralses the questlions Is this still psychoansly-

g8 that it denends on what onc holds essentinl

-

in paychoanalysis,

IZ one belle veﬂ that it 1s comatituted entircly by tle
sum total of theorics ?POﬁouﬂncﬂ by Freud, then what
is »resented here is not paycheanalysisas I, however,
one helicves thal the ossentlals of naycho 1#31"315 lic
in certnin basle trends of thoushi concernling the role
of unconselous proccsgses and the ways Ain vhich they
fin? expression, and in a form of therapeutic treat-
uc"u thot bringe these procesases Lo awmrencss, then
whint I nresent 16 nerychoanalyels .l

She argues that deferonce to Freui's glgentic achleve-
nents chould show itself not in slavish imitatlion but in
bullding on the foundations that he has laid, thus fulfilling

he possibilitios which paychoanalysis has for the Tuturcs
Fundaentelly, however, her interpretation does rest on

Freudlon ground, Her maingratitude goes to Freud, heoause

Lizane HorﬂcJ, The Hcurotic Personallity of gh:,gimg
(Wew Ybr‘ We We ;?r*cn 7: COey 1037), DNha lx-xe Referred

o aercafter a8 Perconality.
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he hors provided the foundotion and the toolr.?
The critical point of departure Torney ums up in the
following wordss:
Iy convietlon, expresced in a nuishel L"zo"" that poy-

choanalysis -Nould ouigrow the liritations sct b:r %‘cs
beling an instinetivistie and a genttie psychologye.

Jhen attention is Tocused .on the actual nrurotic
difficulties encountered, it is dircovered that they are

gencrated not onily by ineid ntal individusl experiences,
at 2l o by spegific cultural conditions.

when wo realize the gr a"c. import of culiurs condltions

on nouroses the b"olo"lc and phy io“*o;:ic..;. conditionn

which are con: ic"\'r'rr“'b‘f Freud to be their root, reccde

Into ‘1.;'.';; bach:ground . ™

Freud assumed that the instinetual drive: or object
relationships frequent in any culture arc blclogically de=
tremined "human nature” or arise out of unalterable situa=
tion uel as his biologleally gi-on "pregenital stages"” or
the Oedipus complexs HNorney noi fains that his concequent

disregard of culturzl factors led to false gencralizations

and blocled an undrerstanding of the real forces vhich motivate

-

- Je ° w7 o > .. " . -~
our at itudes and actlonn.

ct

Thne reverse side of his blologleal oricntalion was a

lack of cociological orientation. Tz he tendrd to atitri-

“aren T‘Ior-w; ¢ Ways in ! 13 (Tew Torl:
Ve ’.-.‘. ;Iorton Oeq 9 9 s T ‘e | croaftor referred to

as Ic u'n'l"lz.n.
3Ibid.’ De e.

hpers Personality, pe viile
9Ibid., ppe 20-1.
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bute social phenomena primarily to psychie factors, and

vhiese, of courss, primarily to biologleal factors, Freud
dld not sce a culiuvre as the result of a complex social

process but priuzarily as the product of biclogiecal drives

-, -

which are repressed or sublimatedy, with the result that

reaction formations are bullt up against then. And the more

*

complete ilhic suppression, th: higher the actual derelopmrnt.e

fe attempt to correct Freud's soclological naivete 1s

- -,

a distinguishing featurn of whai wc have chossn to call

Voyeho= 0clology e
The developnent of' a new concept ol human nature and
destiny wlll be =cen nore cleariy afier a -umary of the

par“icular Freuclian proamive: which loney rejectis or at

least colls into question.

=~

Freudts biologilical oricntation has alrecady been dis-
cuszed. It leads him, lorney believes, to regard psychle |
mavifestations as tho resulit of chemical-physiological fore-
cess to rogard psychic experiences and the sequence of thelr
occurrence as determined almost exclusively by constitutional

or hereditory factorey and to explain psychic differences ba=

tuecen the sexes as thic result of anatomnical differcnces,
‘The second promise of TFreud which she atlacks is relatcd
{0 the Tir-te The ninctecnth erntury wvas litile aware of

culitura! differences. As a child of his HSime Freud subseribed

61 dey PPe 282=3.
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to the prevailing tendency to asasign preunliorities of
onc's own culture to human nature in gonerals, This ethno-

centricm mast be nmodified in the light of later anthropo-

logical inve tigationse

A third characterisilc of Frcud's approach is hi- ex-
plicit ab *ention from any roral evaluation. This attiitude
influencrd certain theoretical consideration-, -uch as the
docirine of the ~uper-cgo, a3 Well as psychoanalytic therapy.
It's role in the shaping of Freud's attitude toward life

goals has been indilcated above.

L Touvrih basis of Freud's thiniiing is his tendency *o

view paychic factors as peairs of opponites, This dualistic

thinking, deeply ingrained in theihiloszophic mentality of

the ninetcenth century, ~hous throughout Freud's thcoreti-
cal forrulationse. Dach in tinct theory he propounds, for

example, tends to make the totality of psychic manifesta-

tions comprehonsible under two »igidly contrasiing groubs

of tre:ds.

A Tinal important characteristic, closely akin to the
one just mentioncd, is Froeudts mechanistie-cvolutionistic
thinking. Dvolutionistic thinting is the presuppositlon
that things whiech exist today have developed out of previous
stopese Necranistic=crolutionistic thinking is a special
form of evolutionistie thinking. It implics that present 3
manifestations are not only conditloned by the past, but
contain nothing oxcept the past. HNothing rrally new i

ereated in the process of develommcunt. Yhat we see today is
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only the old in o changed forme. Thus Freud can recognize

only duantitalive changess; a change in quality would br ine
consistent with his oporating assumpiions.?

Torney tries to escaps the pltfalls which thete azsunp=
tions place in the nath of nsychoanalysi~s by concentrating
on "the actually exi-ting confllct= and the neurotic’s
attempts to solve them, on the actuvally existling anxietles

and {h: defenses he has bullt up againect thrml"t In A men-e
“he accuses Freud of not bedng =eientific ~nough, of letting
his intuitsd theories mold the pattern of his "acts. She
attempts, in a more genuinely emplrical fashion, to begin
again on the bazls of Impressions gainesd in long psychio=
onalyiical -tudy of neuroses.?

Tforney doubts whrither a neurosi:z ca: be adequately de-
fined. e offers Instecad a deseription. A neurosi~ is o
p ychic di-turbance brought about by fecars and defensns
apgalrst these foars, and by atiempts to find compromise :olu-
tions for conflicting tendoncies .Z!_O fhis is 2 working de -

cription, contoilning a ninimunm of 2 npriori, doctrinal

o
— a

as~umptions, from which Horney attempis to chart 'new ways
in pryecroanalysi=."
A concent sirrssed throughout prychoanalytic writings

and emphasized especially by Horney is one which she £irst

wr.
o
L

7Hew ilays, ppe 37-45

Cper-onality, ve vile

9Ibid., De x. Compare ilow Voys, ppe 7-8.
1°Pe:|:--onalitz, Phe 2{=9.




