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CHAFTER I
INTRODUCTION

Theological trends determine the specific emphzses of the confese
Slonel doctrines of the Church. A4s throughout the history of the Church
when new trends and theological postulates appear, the student of
theology 43 called upon to examine carefully their content on the basis
of Seripture in order to reject or absorb these propositicns into his
oun theclogy. Tuentieth century theology, captivated by the ecumsnical
movemsnt, is engaged in renewed study of the particular doctrines of
the Church and Sucranents. The purpose of this thesis is to present
for the reader's evuluation a brief study of a phrase from 1 Cor, 11:29
often guoted by modorn theologlans, "not diaceming the body."

This passage has personal significance for to reasons. First,
nearly every rseent work concerning the Lord's Supper makes some refer=
ence %o 1 Cor. 11:29, citing its value &nd importance in ecumenicity.
Since Lutheran theologicans have been more concerned with the doctrine
of the Reel Presence, there has been an almost complete silence in
Lutheran eircles in interpreting this pessage other than referring to 5
it as a busis for the doctrine of the Real Fresence and the practise
of Close Commmion, This, by no means, suzgests that this thesis
attempts to mininise or dismiss in any manner these positions of the
Luthsran Church. It 4s in complete agreemsnt with these positions as
set forth in the Book of Concord.l Yat this uriter believes that

lBook of Concord (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1950)
PPe 13, 76, 146, 2102f., 22L, 264ff.
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1 Cor, 11329 cun also strengthen the Lutheran position regarding the
fellowship which is involved in the Loxd's Supper, thereby intensifying
the doctrines of the Rsal Presence and Close Communion. Secondly,
having served missicn stations on last year's vicarage uhere many non=
Lutherans attended services regularly, this writer was often called
upon %o explodin the Lutheran position on Holy Communion with particular
referance to Close Communion. Inevitably when he examined 1 Cor. 11329,
he was puzzled by the meening of the phrase "not discerning the body."

Therefore thies thesis is concerned with examining ‘the three most
commionly held interpretations.of this phrase; namely, it refers either
to the discernment of the body of Chrdst in the bread in the Eucharist,
or to the discernment of the Ghurch_ ag f.he Lord's. body-or .to-a .dis;ern-
:-.enf. of both, Though some deﬁni.tton of Peul's eucharistic theologzy
in its historical setiing is necessary for understanding this passage,
this study sumarizes only the eucharistic theology contained in
1 Corinthians., It does not venture into the history and origin of the
eucharistic meal, nor does it discuss the parallels between Paul's
theolozy and that of the Gospels., 4Also since a detailed study of such
consepts as "body," fellowship," and "Church" would involve research
far exceeding the purpose of this study, this thesis does not contain
an elaborate discussion of the mesning of these words. They should
be understood in their customary sense. Throughout the thesis the
Lutheran doctrine of the Roal Fresence is assumed to be the only correct
teiching according to Seripture.

In order that the reader may evaluate the interpretations, chapter
two outlines briefly the historical setting and context of the passage,
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1 Cor, 11:29, Three pertinent sections dealing with Paul's euchsristic
theology are examined, 1 Cor. 5:6-83 10:1-22; 11:17-34. Chapter throe
s concerned with a study of the two key words of the passage, "discern"
and "body", in the originel Greek lenzuage since both words huve received
certain connotations from English usage. Chapter four, representing the
Gore of the thesis, summarizes the various interpretations of theologians.

Unless otherwise noted 211 Bible passages are quoted from the
Revised Stendard Version.? The summary of the Pauline euchsristic theol-
oy follows the patiern used by A. J. B. iﬂ.ggins.a The word study of
"dizcern" is bssed primerily on the recently published lexicon by
Willism frndt and F. W, Gingrich.l Host of the quotations for the
interpretations are direct quotes from such modern theologlans as
Higping,> Robinson,® Clark,? Schuweitszer,8 and Thornton.? Rather than

Péraphrase thoir words, 1t was considered better to incorporate larger

2‘:1:3;:5 Bible, dovised Standard Version (New Yorks Thomas Nelson &
Sona, 19537,

SRR Higgins, Too Lord's Supper in the New Testament (London:
SCH Press, Ltd., 1954)e Za

Ye4114em Aradt and F. W, Gingrich, A Ureek-English Lexicon of the
How Testament (Chicago: University of Chlcago Press, 1957 ).

Siiggins, op. elt.
6. 4. Robinson, The Body (Londons SCM Press, Ltd., 1951).

TH. Clark, in Approach to the Theolozy of the Sacraments (London:
8CH Press, Ltd:,-f93§§__. kg A

8 .
A. Schweitser, The Mysticism of Faul the Apostle (New Yorks
Honry Holt Co., 1931). 3

L. 8. Thornton, The Common Life in the Body of Christ (Westminsters:
Dacre Fress, 1946). i T
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JFauline eucheristic theology, By lsaving it undefined Psul called
attention to both the real-character of the bread in the meal and the
fellowshi p=sharastar of those eating the body./ For this reason Schueitzer
has said: ‘
The old question whether Paul means by the body, against which aman
must not sin at the "lLord's Meal®, 43 the body of the crucified
historical Jesus, or that of the risen Lord, is to be answered to
the effect that he refers Jesus' words at the Supper to the mystical
tody, that is, to the extended corporeity of Chrint, which includes
the existence of believers. . « « Consequently the mystical core
poreity of Christ, since it includas within itself both the exalted .
Garist and beings who are still in thair earthly pilgrimage, is at
once naturel and supernstural,38
To be sure, the Lord's body is really present in what the faithful eat
and drink, but not less reslly present in the person of each brother
in preyer beside them in whom, as well as for them, the Lord lives.3?
The Body of Christ cunnot be separated, compartmentalised, or disjoined
into segmsntay it 43 a substantial entity inwolving the immortal body
of Christ and the mysticsl body of Ohrist.U0 At the Lord's Supper the
full realisation of fellowship with Christ is present in the elemants
and in each believer. The elements &is more than bread and winej they
are the body znd blocd of the Risen lord, "pneumatic substances which
enter, with their miraculous powers, into those who share ths maal,

transforming then into the spiritual body of Christ."Sl The body of

33!50huaitaer, op. cit., P 270, This writer could not understand

the fullest implications of this interpretation of Schuweitzer. Carried
to extremes it would result in a type of pentheism, destroying completely

the human nature of the Risen Christ.
3%Moceatt, op. clte, pe 173
WOincgregor, op. olt., p. 170.

LYy, Lictemann, The Begiraings of tie Christian Church (London:
Luttervorth Press, 1952), p. .
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Girluty wuhich wos given into desth for ainners, mekes believers such es
are rocoived into the body of fellounhip, Tha O the A_only
Ahrow s her sioring in the body and bLlood of Uhrist, Tais is the secrs-
~TEntelly establiched commnion.li2 Here | appears the racramontal union,

% Ao fa® ] »
Lhrissians do nob cub the same bread hecsuse t.he;v' form one und tm sana

Jody, Thay fora cne end the same body beciuse they eat the sane brns-i.’ﬂ

S

Therelore the Gucharist is uei.t.her primrlly 8 pr*rsoml. cormtm-lcr bct.man

i

Christ ana the bslic svers wor is it peinselly & social meu-l i1lustrating

~Dwien felloushipe Ruther :H, in she “.'r-ea.na through which 'bhe whole comnon
s S —————

dife of the arehly, &8 a p::ri'.i.cimﬁi on in Christ, is corporatnl;r uu*ﬂ!.‘catﬁd

——

Afod to vie Lord's Sypper bocomes lsden with a double sipgnificunce, tm
Lhe one hand 9% renminds belicvers of thelr oneness with Christ 4in the
elenonts of uresd and wine in the Buoherist. On the other hand, 4% ro-
piode bellevars of thelr oneness with cuch other, ths "meny" are "one"

by rertieipoling in the 140e of Christ as that 1ife 45 imparted to the

Chuzah thweou/i the Fuchuriet,

_1_____ 10 1izht of r,!ﬁ" '?nta:ﬂ:rat&tﬂm %0 "discorn-the -body®. e

o b _pere: Hve Lho (zlom ol -Cnristls- sacrifice, It i3 to rccogniac

Baet diz 1ile uhilch we receive 4s secrificiel and that in recaiving
'!#i'- s =.1..;f J“"!u':k' ..u.cr‘!ficlhl. It is 'bo .I'.‘el‘osn“ﬂe t'h'e Joy oL

_Self=Fiving Lo others in the Oneo Body, even &s Christ-geve Himself
up i‘or uT tnd bo Use To be periskers in Christ's sacrifigicl-setion
’u i;.;\. Holy Euchariet 45 & joyful solennity whose counterpert ia

flEa.-?t%cileaafi, Bie gibe, pe 736
i
+iincgrager, Ske gibes p. 180,

wkrhomﬁoﬂ, -‘E‘i‘- m.’ p. 328.
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oqually wﬁ..-, namnoly,.to be brethrsn-1n-Christ, -Taese two are,
G0 Lo _spee’s, the cencave end convex .of-the-same -figure, tho ine
uard end b ovbuard .aspocte _pﬂ-ﬂw&m&cﬂtinim-hé

Ripkily 4o dizcern the Dody is @ d:\sccmmnt. of self (1ll:31), & solif=

e ey

~Zumdpotion Sp whies ope is_eware of the redecming work of Jesus. Ghriat.

&md 1n wi'ca one 4s uware of Christiens, comuning togethor, as boiug

~; ———

tane ""‘?'-!Z-". + Uhrist. It does not mean %sinply to. recognize Christ ac

xresent bnt o make a corperison and judgmzent batueen this body of
people 4onctier, and any other that Eﬁists_h.-thn_mrm‘.*"hG

The cowermlcont nest test himself whether he is discerning, rocoge

pizdn . the body of Cleist end preferring it above any other. His

2ot of comsunion mued be at one end the sene time an understanding

n.-.' vhat soes on In comunion and 2 demonstration of his felth in
body of ( 1~1-1-:t and his raising tho body of Christ to a pooition

vun heert end mind above any other. « « « The Cariztian

L 2 T ant "ncula be watching hinscl? to tell whether ha prizes

'; ':-.v 'T..~.' were receiving more highly thon anything else that he

conly -‘:a.-:.“';:n.c; unether he recognizes thet here he je tosther in

@ Zeliouship more important than any other with which he can be

Worihy perticipstion weans morc then thet the sacramental-choracter of X
Bhe food 18 recognized end regurded by 211, Yorthiness derends on
grasping 1o Loith the whele phrase, "Teks, sut, tihils is my bodv which

is glven for you® (11:2h). It means to understund the body of Christ

as the body of Christ given for me, by uhich, when I receive ity I

an brouglt Goetacr into the Body of the Church and by it I an made

responsible for '.‘)'Dh!"!‘ﬂ.h'j Hot to understand the full reslization of

hs."i'l}’lti., e 3!33.

!l':at Re Cusrpmerer, "The Pructise oi‘ Holy Communion," unpublished
lnk.nuscript in the posseaa‘on of the suthor, Concordia Seminary, St. Loufs,
0., e 3f (]

!‘711)1.&'!-, Fe 31.

12“"’(3- Bornkomn, Dus Fnde dos Gescises (Munchen: Chr, Koiser, 1952),
Pe 121,
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this unlty of Christ and His Church evidenced in the eucharistic elements
énd the perticipants is unworthy and csreless eating and drinidng resulte
ing in physicul sickness and death, Iack of fzith and lovelessness reap
the Lord’s ficrce condemnationy faith and love result in blessing. For,
Sinee the Church and the bread are the one body of Christ, partsking of
Holy Commumtion, Shough many, believers are one in Him Who gave Himself

for the Church..

. e e et




CHAFTER V
CONCLUSION

According So First Corinthians umvorthy participation in the Lord's
Supper includsd both loveleseness and unbeltefs—The.purpose of the
Lord's Supper uas t.ua-fold. att.ent* on was  to be centered upon the sacri-
ficial su.f.‘i.‘nr*_nL and deat.h of Jeau.s, nnd also upon the fellowship of
f-ho falth who wers united in Christ, Whan t.ha Cbrinth‘lans turned the
_Bucharist into en occasion for glut.tolw nm_i rava].ry, thay ua-\l_ neither

Eh.n saerificed tody of the.Lord nor the loving fellownh{p of the _t:-_illgrch.

M'l':wy did not “discern the body." 7

In the Christisn Churoh today Morthy partABipabion must Felbasad
upon these sume principles, pneither of which may be elevated over the
other, If undue stress is placed on belief in the Real Presence so that
condeanation from lack of falth be preached, this will frighten Christians
avay from the very means by which their faith is strengthened. Rather
then being a joyful and refreshing experience, the Lord's Supper will
become a dreaded experience. Likewise the participant will be so con=
cerned with his individual faith and his individual celebration that his
selfishness and lovelessness will destroy the very bond which joins him
to other Christiens in the Body of Ohrist, the love or Jesuu Christ,

, The other extreme of stressing fellowship above the Real Fresence must
be avoided also., Otheruise the Lord's Supper loses its significance of
uniting Christians with their Lord and of proclaiming the Gospel of
salvation through His death. Instead the Eucharist becomes a mere

nemorial feast involving a fellowship having no foundation. Therefore
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1t babooves cuch Chvistian theologian end pastor to anrounce both
dSpecte of tne Lord’s Sugper in equal moasure so that all Christians
fay rightly eiscern the body of the Lord Jesus Christ in the slemants
and in the Fellowship of other Christisns. Then, and only then, will
the Chureh on the Lord's Supper procleim the Lord's death until Hs
* coumes, .

Soue of the questions ubich remuin unsnswered beyond the scope

of this present thesis aves

4o hhah 45 the extent of the fellowship involved in the Body of
bam 5%y ond what is the bagis for such fellouship?

De  iou uu&. Paul's use of "body" in 1 Cor. 11:29 compare with
uszgm in hie other epistles?

Se Iz thore any concept in the 0ld Testament which corresponds
o "Body of Christ,” and, if soc, whst dotermines. 1ts corpor-
stonces?

ds st one consider those members who attend & sorvice but uko
do nob participste in Holy Cormmnicn as guilty of "not dis-

raing the body"?

e Can &nything be added to the present liturgy of the Lutheran
GChurch to nske this fellowship in Holy Communion more evident

%2 the perticipants?
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