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works of creation.1~ 

P1e1>e1",. who a1ways II kept the pract.tcal. purpose 0£ 

theol.ogy in ~e foroarowid,s'O that the doctrines presented 

appeal. not onJ.y to tha mind but al.so 1?0 tha heart,111'9 f'inda., 

f'rom the Scri1Jturas, these practical. resul.ts of man• s natural. 

_lmowJ.edga 0£ God. On tlle one band1 it 1s entirely 1nsuf'.t"J.c-

ient to attain sal.vation: 

It arouses 'the conscicmca o:t man, but it CMI-ot c1uiet 
the awalcenad conscionoe; 1t sl10\1S mai1 that there 1s a 
u-od 011cl u. divine l.ai•1, but .it doas not enaula-man to keep 
this Law• !rhe 11atui .. a.l lmowl.edge of God J.aaves man w1 th. 
on evil conscienco and under tll ... cui11se (Rom. J.:J.9,21; 
J.:32; 2:llr-J.5) • vithout _f'aith iil the GospoJ.1 man 
rama1ns ex~1•a iffl:.losi!)A ~ud in a $tate of ho11eJ.essness 
and cleSpt\ir (Ep' 2&J.2 .:,0 

Ue"''1e1--tl1eless, the natU1·al la10·w.J,ec.lge of Goel has this ,pos.ttive 

vaJ.uo= it i s tho :rounda.tion or civil righteo~ess, which .is 

illdisperuit~bJ.e to-;: tl10 ma1rltonanc~ of all sc;,a1al rolat1on,s; 

i~ is of v--J.J.ue tor t!lo Oh111•ch, £or ·the Church has its tempor­

ary homo in ·tho body poJ.itic, and civil righteousness, vbi.ah 
• I 

mai11tains 01~er mld peace, thus 1ndiroo.tl.y servea the Church; .. . 
' nna, au Luther pointed out,, if the Ilatural Lav had not beon 

inscribed and placed by God into the heart, pns would have to 
. -1 

preach a 10llg time berore ·the consciences ara touched., . 
In oval.uat.ing Pieper•·s llatura1 'lbeology, apart from the 



30 
perspicuity 01' hia presentation, two points stand out. One 

1s th1s1that Pieper aims to present tho Bibl.1ea.l cloctr1na, 

tor, al.though he uses the phil.osophiea1 proof's - the cosmol.­

ogica1, t ile bistorico-theoJ.ogical. and the mora1 arguments -

he rei'ers to these because thoy confirm the Scriptures, 

which afi'irm tllat this ability to .know something 01' God, His 

vorks and Ilis nature, 1s innate, and is pJ.a:cod 1n man•s m1nd 

by God HimseJ.1'. Seconcll.y , by quoting \:Ii th approval. the 

Lutheran Coni'assions and a number 01' earl.ier Lutheran theo­

J.ogi a11s - Lutlle1'", Ghel'lllutz, Ge1•nard, llollaz and Quenstedt -

it is evi<lcm.t that l"'ieper's intention is to present the 

3ei1w.ne historic Lutheran teaching on this doctrine, and that 

he lw.s clano what he suys those earl.iar theol.ogians did, 

l'lQllleJ.y: 

Our Lutheran theoJ.ogiau.s are very oarei'ul. when thoy dis­
cuss the uatura.J. knowledge ot God. On the one~, 
they sa,t forth its Val.UB in great detail;· and on me 
othel', they stress its inaclequacy and ut-cer 1nsufi'1c1en­
·cy 1n bringing man to saJ.va.tion. :lhey condemn those who 
deny that there is a natura l. knolll.edge ot God as well as 
the great 11wnber of thosa ubo admit men to heaven on the 
basis o:C thsir natural know1eclge o:t God. ~;a111 this 
criticism tl'l.ey spare neither f'r~end nor foe. 

!flus brings to a11 end our hasty review 01' liatura1 ~ 

logy in Historic Lutheran ~eo:l.ogy from Luther to Pieper. 

·lhile it .1s apparent that. there 1-s a aorta.in deve1opmant of 

the. doctrine as tu as :rorm and presentation al"e C01'loerned, 

it is equaJJy obvious that the, content &nd the significance 

ot the doctrine have undergone no essential. c.bange. In 
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other . ,-,ords, thQ works that have been nomSaed here allow 111 

every instance that Haturnl. :fheo1ogy 1s to them a Scr.iptw:e 

doctrine; antl 1t is ev1dcmt, :trom th 1r 1ns1stence upon 

this, tllat they would have taught llaturnl. ~oloo uhetber 

it couJ.d 0 1· could not have been coni"ir.mad by philosoph1ca1 

argwuents and 1>roo:rs. i'o these Lutheran theolo(P.ans 1t 

i a basically a case of Scriptura 1ocuta, ~ firµ;ta. .And 

f or wor lt!.ng t-r.i.th t his princi ple we cannot .fauJ.t them; rather, 

110 must admira and commend them, to1• this 1s Lutheranism 1n 

its truest and noblest sanse,; it 1s tho e."ChibJ.tion of the 

solp Scriptur~ of tlle Reforma:tion as t lle one nrinc1pium cog-

11osc011c.1.:i.. Xhesc men lmew philosophy; thoy lmaw Aristotle, 

t hey lme\·1 ~ilomas i,.nu others; and thoy certc.ioJy empJ.oyed 

I)hilosophical. tei•ms mld formul.ations as well as phi1osophica1 

proofs for atura1 ~llooloeY• But these are al~s a means to 

on ~d, t or these men al.so knew theil• .lcriptm-es. And tlleJ.r 

a i1u with l'espect t o l\Jatura.J. ~eol.ogy,, and other doc·trines 

t oo,1'02.· that matter, iras to present the Scripture content 

of tho doctrine. 

\'le have no doubt, then, that the historic Lutheran doc­

trine on Natural 1'heQ1ogy 1s intended to be Scriptural. ~ 

question tllat nou confronts us 1D invostigating this Lutheran 

teachine .fUrther 1s whetho1• the Scripture po.ss·ages trad3.tion­

al1y used to support tbe doctrine are 1eg1t1mate or not. In 

other uords, tha question is: ls the natural lmowledge of 

God and of tho Divine Lav taught 1n the Scriptures as tho 
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Lutheran theo1031ans c:Lted above c1a1m it is,? As 1Dd1eatad 

earJ.1ei, 1n th.i.s paper, there are some, quite a.part .from Xu-1 
Barth and . othars outs:ide the Lu·theran Church, who quesUon 

tb1s .1n ol.J. seriousness. Accord1-ng;cy, we now &duress our­

se1ves to an investigation of the re1evanb passages. 



CH/Lf ~ER 111 

lfA'l"URAL THEOLOG:i I ii THE SCltIPTtlRES 

In seel:"J.ng to ascertain tl10 Scriptura1 posi. tJ.on in the 

mutter of daturaJ. fheo1ogy we propose to concentrate on the 

four l)assages usuoJ.l y regarded as the @@des doctr1nae f'or 

tllis t eaching: Acts ll+: ~5'-17; Acts 111 211-28 ; Romans l:18tt., 

and Romans 2:l.lt-15. It m1gbt bo ment1onod again in. pnssing 

that first three. passagos tu,.e usual.J.y taken to ref'er to the 

doctrine of' natural !rheo1ogy, and the last one to Hatural 

Lav. 

A. Acts llt: 15-17 

~Jlese irords wei--e spoken by Pa:ul and Barnabas at Lystra. 

Aftor thoi 1• arri va:L at this town f'rom Iconium, St. LukG ra­

cor<.H;; ho , they continued to preach the Gospel here (1~17). 

lle than records one ing>ortao.t episode in their ministry at 

Lystra. A cei•tain cripp1e, who bad been uoabl.e to valk .from 

birth, 1:1as l1oa1od by s t. Paul.. When the Lystrons recogn:lzed 

the mirac1e they irllag1ned that the gods had come do\G to 

earth 1n human form. Barnabas, they called Zeus, and Paui, 

sine.a he was the chief speaker, they cal1ed Hermes. !i.hen the 

priest of' Zeus, 'Wbich god apparently had a temple o:rected to 

h.i.s honour iD tbj,s town, urged on by tho crowd, made read7 to 

of'f'er sacr1f'1ces to the supposed gods. Whan the .Apostles 

heard this news, they rant their garmants m dismay and 
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conster.nation, and rushed out into tllo crowd,cryin6 out: 

Men, \'lily a1'"e you do:i.nc this? 'tie aiso are men of J.1ke 
natUl.•CiJ with you, and bring you good news that you shoul.d 
turn :fl•ow theae vain things to n 11 vina Uod who made the 
heaven tllld the eart11 and the sea and all. that 1s 1n tbem.l. 

Thus ·tho t\'lo Apostles, probably with st. Paul as spokes-

.Dall, in this verse 1>oint out to the Lystrans that they - tha 

A .. >o :JiiJ.~s - are only mo11, :,p.oL on"""EhLS , 1101' 1ike :feelings or 

ai'i"ec:tio11s, of 1ike natures, 11 with other men. thera:toro1 they 

a re no·t to ba worshipped. '.i'hen a.t oneo the Apost1es begin to 

:.reach the true God. ?bis is the 11good news they are at 

prese11.t p1•0claiming, 11 PJ•~y £~ L ( J,u.,voL (h.Gre fo11owed by the 

.i.ni'illit1ve, the onl:, occurrence oi' tllis construction in the 

Heu iesto.ment2), with th4is 1ntent1on that the Ly st1•ans shoul.d 

tw.~11 ''fr.om these vain thing~, 11 i,.rr:, TDJTwV' TW JA-cl.Tdtl'4l11 , "to the 

l1i11n ~ Gocl. 11 This expression, 81~" ~iJ"T-< ., i~ thus con-

,and has an almost exact 

paral1o1 in 1 Thassal.OJ.U011s 1:9, as the marginal referonce 

in :-est1e3 indi.ca.tes. This passage raads-: "Fol'" they themsel.v~• 

shGu OJ. 1.1.s ,-n:1at manner 0£ entering in VG had unto you, and 

how yo turned to God .trom idols to aorve the living and true 

God. nla-~s "living God," 1s further defined as the One "who 

-------
l n1b1e,Hol.Y. Revised tatandard Vers1.on1 Acts 11+:1,. 

2Robert lioeterk~;f~;:rai Law and the New :restarnantla 
C01wordia i1hgoJ.onicaJ. · . XX] l J (Septomber~.1952), p.6S: • 

3Eberbard Reat1e H2m!! :lief~~ ·,!It,~ 
Mr'lt-ffl~J!!Y~IC ;:rp½ • 
used s paper. ereatter it w.1J.l be referred to as lfastie. 

It.Bi.bl.a. llol.Y. Au.thOrized Vars1on, 1 ~a. 119. 
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made th8 heaven and the earth and sea and al1 that is 1n 

them," a quotation f'rom Exodus 2.0:11 or Psal.m llt616. 

The Apostles aontinue then- sermon on the true God by re­

veal.mg to tlloi1• heathen hearers that He,, ''in the genero.tions 

that have passed, allowed all. the nnt.1.ons to WDlk in their . ,, 
om l'.rays." ~ a p1uraJ., re,.. se,.,., 1 l1ko the Hebrew a~; ;i Q , 

usuall.y r ef'ors to foreign nations that do not worship the 

t r ue Goa., hanee, 11pagans, 11 "Gentiles." Paul, houevar, uses 

the f'ox:•a someti mes '1:7han rof'erx•illg to Gentile Christians.; 

1110 dat i ve, T~i"s o l> o1s , implies ways that are wro11g., wick­

e d ways that are opposed to tha u~s of the true God. But 

apart .from stating the s1mp1o fact that in by~ane t1mea God 

per mitted this state of aff'airs to continu.e, no attampt is 

mtl.{la to :Jhow why God per mitted .it. fhe speakers hurry on, in 

thoii:· inlpa s s i oned addross, to add,l10l·rever1 tbat God m these 

past :iges, 11did not leave H1msal.f vithout 'td.tl1esa, f'or He did 

good an.cl gave you r ain f'l,om heavon and tru1tf'ul seasons, and 

f'illacl your heai·ts with food and gladnoss." The construoticm 

o:r this vorse is interestin8 '£or each of the three particip1es 

used 1s subord.:inate to the 011e preceding it. ~ sense 1s 

that God did llOt turn a:way f'rom tho Gentiles bocnuse or their 

continua11ce 1n their. wickod. ways, but Bo continued to testify 

to Himsal.f' 1n doing good by gi.ving r a 111 and f'ruitf'lll seasons, 

and by filling thoir heal'~S w.itb joy through this bounti:f'Ul. 
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provis~on of' their taniporal neecls. 

In this address of the Apost1es, thorof'ore, tw Diatters 

stand out. First, i"t 1s clear that the Apostles procla1m a 

reve1atio1'l o:r Goa i.11 creation. · God has givm amplo testim­

ony or IIimsoJ.i' 111 the acts ennume1•a"ted by the speakers. !l!he 

seco..11.Cl 1:,attcn· that is perf'ectJ.y obvious 1s that tha hearers, 

who uere rentiles, did not learn to know the true God through 

His se11'-man1festntion 1n n:tture. Xhe oitu:.iLt:i.on is well. ex-

press ed by loe~arkamp: 

Acts 11;,:16 cloes not s·t;ato t11at man infer tlla Creator 1":roa 
tlle creetW!o, but that Goel witnesses to llimse1f' by giv­
in-' ra.t11 and fx•ui ti'U:L oeasons,. Second! this speech does 
not a t c.l l say tlmt men re::oived the ti tness of God .tn 
creation. It r ather says tlle very opposite. -~ had 
tui·ned to p.J. Tot« • The t act tlla.t the A110stles preached 
to tilem t 1e good ue1:1G that t lleY' should lY£l1 (inc.o-'l'r.i+.ttv , 

J ~ ~ ) i'rom tho µ.J t' o1 to< to the living God is the 
clearest possib1e il'ldicat.1an that a rift exists between 
Croato1• and cre.ature.. In :tact, all the statements of 
the t-axt - that the Gcmtil.es wrslup1'>ed various 
do1 ties (Ju1>1 ter and •lercury), that Ood h2.d up to tbat 
time po1"'nu.tted tb.a;n to walk iii. their O\in wa_.vs, that lie 
nevex■tlleless llad .not le:rt Himsel.1" without ,-,1tnass, and 
·tl~t , ·they were now to turn to the living God - irre:f'U.t­
abl.y J,>roclaim. that the revelati011 1n creation had been 
spurned. Then~ clid the Apostles wan ment.1021 the 
fact that God ha.cl not loi't Himself' l:lithout witness? fo 
sl10t-r thon1 what the JA.d.PT"f'" was wbicl1 they had not · 
accepted, l'l1ld as a basis f'or telling th<3D1 now ,mo the 
true God 1s.6 
Accordingly, _this passage,1n 1tself'1 can hardly be acoept-

od as a Scriptur e proof' tbat there ~sin uan an inuata .cnow­

' ledgo o-£ God, 01· that mn 1s ab1e to find the true ~ by 1n­

f'err1.ng Uis o::r:istance and IU.s ·works fl'Oll1 the creation. Be 

0113ht to be able to,but he doGs not, 13 'What th.is text toaches. 



JJ. Acts 171 22-31 

In Acts 17: 15, st. Luke records the arrival of Paul 1D 

Athan~. In the foll.01t1ng verses the 1nspil?ed hJ.stor.1an tells 

how the Apostle 1Dspected this famous city and saw the many 

idols and the ma.ny temples dedicatod to their worship, a 

sight that both distressed and irritated him. Accoming,ly, 

he did not ,aut £or Silas and -~imotbl' bet"ore he c_OJ!IDeaaed 

mission wrk 1n Athens, but at OD.Ce he began to reason w.ith 

the Jews in the synagogue there. As we111 he spent soma time 

in the ,:,enowned Athe111an Agora tal.king to the pagan Greeks 

vho happenod to be there. ~ Agora was uso the meeting 

placo for the philosophers and their diac~ples, thus it came 

abut that Paul met some Epicureans and some Stoics and 

had discussions with them. These discussions gave Paul. the 

opportunity to preach the Gospe1 of Jesus Christ and the res­

urrect.ion, a preaob1ng that vas despised by same of the~ 

ers, who referred to Paul ·as a fffifpp..o/\rlyo,. 5 ~thers co"ID8Dt­

ed tbat the Apost1e seemed to be a preacher of foreign 

d1v1D1t1es. The inordinate desire of the hearers for new and 

strange re11gious matt&rs,however, caused thea to take hol.d 

of Paul. and bring him bet"ore the Areopagus, the supreme 

Council of Athens. ~ st. Paul appeared before this 

t"amous aasembl.y and obta1ned a grand opportunity to give a 

full u:pos1t1on of his teaob1ng ccmcarn1ng the true God and 

the Gospel 0£ Jesus. It j.s tins famous address 0£ tba 

Apostle1.s to wbJ.ch we nov db'ec:t attention. 
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Paul oommanaea b1a addreaa b7 •tat.1.D& .boll ftZ7 ~aJ 111~, 

or how 1.111WJ11el J y devoted to de1Uea J&a fiDda 1ilMa Atban2 au. 

1he ward 6sc.crc.5"'">'-°"•.wro•s, a1tbougb a OOllparat1ft,t Ilea tba 

aenae of a superlative. Wb.ll.a &Olla 1GieOSZ"aplaei-81 Sou.tar 

for ezemp1e, hol.!1 that the Autbor.1.z41Cl YG'don1a •auparat1t-

1oua", 1s not, von,/ nevartha:Leas tba ball.lo -ntng ot tbe 

word is, "respeettul ot mat .is dJ.vine, rel 1g1oua. • Dian tbe 

Apoat1e tells Ma baa.rs, bow, 1A pasalng tbroagb tbe:I,.. oJ.t,' 

and :1D obaerv.1.Dg their 01,Jeota ot vorahlp, he f'ouad an al.tal­

on 'lllbioh had been 1nac.i-J.bed1 ~o tile tJa1mo'1ID Gocl •. • Dl1a al.tu' 

1naor1pt1on, ArN .n ST .tl 8£J'l I Boete:rlfulJ notes, JJaa 08118e4 

a peat deal. of 1nVest1gat1on and d.taouaa1cQ1 aa41 al'tbougb no 

altar with tb1a 1Dacri.pt1011, m 1t Jaaa been 41aOOVU'ad1 tbat 

does not prove tbat th1a aact; 1Dllcr1pt.1.on 414 not w.at.8 

Heither J.a 1t within the .aoope of' tb1a peaent pQe:r to 

investigate Vbo this UDlmcnm god -.... I.enak1 18 to tba 1)01Dt 

whon he- aqa·a . 

lt was· 1d>al Jy imm.terial. to tba apostle as to Jlolf and -
this e1tar .bad been oeoted m Atbana1 or Vba't ~-­
t.1c ocmcept1cma tba l-tbeo2eua lld.gbt ct.taill oGDCUIWIC 
tbia "God•" Be "intended to HCU'd tb18 a11.ar end 1'8 
1Dac:r1ptian ODl1' as a OQQrauJ.on ca t.ba pa:ri of tba 
Atbco2aos ~tt desp.1.te tbeir .amlt1tu4e or 41T1Dlt1.ea1 cme God ez.1.aw of llb.olll they tb..,■aJ.wa aa14 tbaf.,~vb le 
the7 Jmev of him,~ 414 mt 1D .an, vq Jmov .b1m. 
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~his unknoLm. God, the Apostio continues, "What you do not 

lmow but do worship, 1 am proc1a1m1ng to you. 11 The Apostie 

tllen proceeds to describe this God. With an al.1usion to 

Isaiah lt2:; he tells how th1s God,, o 8t:Js I the true God, 

"who made the world and everything in it, He, the Lord o:t 

heaven and earth, does not dwel.11n. shrines that are Jr.a.de by 

· htUDall llands, nor 1s He served by h'UJDal'l hands as 1f' Be needed 

~~, since lle Himself' a1vos to all llf'e and breath and 
~ 

all 'things." Tllus, the Apostle points out to his 1llustr1ous 

audience that the truG God i_s the omnipotent Creator and Pre­

server who is absolute. and sut£1a1ent 1n Himsal.f.10 With 

these uords,then, st. Pat1J. sweep_s aside tho whole system of 

1do1atrous Greek r.el.igion by showing tbat _there 1s one God, 

not many,. and that He does not require :tor His own benef.1 t 

tile mul.t:i.tudinous offerings and sacr1f'1.ces tbat cllaractarized 

pagan Greek worship .• 

Hext, the Apostle speaks about anthropology. Be· says: 

"And He made from one every nation of men to dwell upon all 

the face o~ the earth, haViDB 1'1.zed their allotted periods 

and the bcimnda'?1oa of 'their dwelling that they should aeek 

God, ~t, indeed, they might touoh H1m and 1'1nd u1m, even 

though lie 1s not :tar :trom any ane of us, ror 1n Him we ll ve 

ond move and are, as also some of your poets have aa1d1 'For 

ve are also of His ottspring. 111 
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In versa 26 a textual variant 1s ef t;,a"i dllJA-c:ATos , 

11:f'rom one man• s blood. n But tha better Casted text reads, 

E
>' ~ C I 

s Evos , "from me man," that 1st from Adam. ~a tbe 

Apostle teaches the unity o:t the human race and its deve1op.. 

ment from a common progenitor. Once again, one o:t the pat 

theories of tho Athenians was swept aaida1 :tor they held that 

the Greeks were atoT6)(.9ov ~s ,"nati.ves o:r the sou •. •• 

st. Paul.1 s reference to the fact that God al.J.otted per­

i ods and boundar ies to the various nations scattered over the 

f:ice ot the earth is undoubtedl.y meant to reveal. that Ood 

directs and gui.des the dest1Dy of nations1. He npz,oints the 

rise and the tail o:r natio11S, and the Ume and space of their 

duration. But, Wbllo God 1s tho Author of world history, the 

text does 11ot say that man oan explain every mystery of 

na.tions, neither is man inf'alJ.j.bJ.e · in his 3u.qgement of 

various nations 0D the basis of thoir r1.se and fal.1 as though 

this test1fJ.ed God's approval. or diaapprovaJ.. 

God's purpose 1n so maa1:rest1Dg B1ms~ 1n wor1d hi.s­

tory is tr..at men shoul.d •eek Him. 'l:his implies, on the one 

hand, that men by nature have lost w.m, and, on. the other 

hand, that men ought to be ab.1.e to .tiDd H1m. ~objector 

men I s seak1 ng Him is that they a m1gb.t touch B1m and 1".1nd 

lilm1 for He is not ta:r from~ \one of us, for 1D B1m ve lj.ve 

and move and ue." l.enski eomments approprj.atel.7.1 

1>auJ. is trying to open the ~es or the pagans to mat 
God has given them: the coamos to tastily of Bim1 their 
w.stcmce 1n the midat of endless beD1tic9.clCe, thai:r 
nation 1n its deve1opmant 1D a grand locatj.on en the 



eartl1 wJ.th a11 that thus made Greece ai'lc:l especially 
.ti.thens groat. God ha:s every right to expoct that men 
such as those ot Athons would long ago have arrivad at 
a true mid an adequate natUl"al concapt1on ot their 
Creator, Ruler,_and Benefactor. A silent, s.hamSng 
questio11 rwis :GDrough the Apostl.e I s words: 11 .dJl' had 
the Athenians not clone so, they who even regarded them­
selves as standin8 so high amoug the naUono? 11IJ. 

Uhetbor the Apost1e 1s quoting some Greek poet, possibly 

Epimenides, wl1en he SQl S,1 
111n ll1m we live and move and are," 

vill not concern us. In the nexj; statement Paul makes, how,. 

ever, h ~ does rerer dei'initoJ.y to some Greek 1>oets, one ot 

\-Z 10l!l he quotes. T!li.s poet is b~lleved to have been the 

s toic, Aratus, 'Wl10 11ved about the year 300 B.c., and 1ilho 

c maposed a poem on a.stroncmy, fllapomena.12 Paul' a purpose 

i o to substantiate al.1 tliat he has said ill vorses 26 to 28 . 

i•Ieyer remarks how Paul. thus addt1.aes a parallel to his own 

assertion, wllich stands thus: 

As t he o:ri'spr ing 0£ ~ we mc:m stand 1n such homogeneity 
to God and thus 1D s necessary and essential 
com1ec!1on with ~, __ that we ~ot have 11f'e, otc. 
without 111m, but on.i.y in llim. · 

In the tllird sect101'l of his address. verses 29 to 31, 

we are reminded .articular1y Qf what was probably said b7. the 

same Apostle in Acts 1~:16. st. Pau1 cant1Duas1 uAcc~, 

--
11!ll,1s,., P•· 731• 
12Ib1d,., p. ?3~. 
13H.A.W.Meyer1 er.it~ a Bxegeica1 Ba~b~ .t.Q. ~ 

Acts gl, tho _Apost1esj tr ated i"rom~ f'our¾ ationof" 
the German by Paton • Uloag, the trans1ation revised and 
odited by Wil11am P. Dickson (Edinburgh: t. & ~- C1ark, 1·7a), 
11, •. 120. 



since we are the offspring of' God, we ought not to t11, Dk that 

the divine nature 1s 11ke go1d or s11ver or stone, the product 

of' human art and imagination. ~e times of ignorance, there­

fore,. God over1ooked, but now Be announo~s to man that eveey­

where al.l. are to repent, because He has 1'1xed a day 1D which 

He is about to jUdge the wor1d 1n righteousness by tho t1BD 

whom lie ordained, having given proof' of' this to al.1 men by 

llavina raised Him from the dead. 11 

Paul. shows that, because men are the ...,1..,os of God, there-· 

fore the 9e,o.v , the d1 vine nature that 1s pecu1iar to God, 

cannot be like go1d or si1ver or scu1pture, which are the 

products of' human skill and be1ong to a dii'i'erent ..,l..,os •11+ 

Decause tbey made gods o.r tlus kind the Greeks bad shown that 

tlley had not found the true God; they had mt done 'What they 

were ca1:>ab1e of doing, and what God expected them to do - to 

f'ind Him. But God "over1ooked the times of ignorance by 1ook-

1Dg at Christ and the 1:>1an or sa1vat1on for the coming ages,. 1115 

Uow, however, God was annowic1n:t to men everywhere, through 

His appointed heral.ds, one oi' whom was the Apostl.e Paul., that 

all shou1d turn rrom their wicked ways, that they shoul.d 

repent and turn to the tru.e God • .And lllbat ~as it imperative 

for man to heed this cal.1 to repentance and acceptance of the 

true God and B1s sa1vat1on is that a .Da1' of Judgement is 

coming when the whol.e wor1d will be 3ud8ed by Jesus Christ, 


