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Irenaeus).l8 nd, .finally, there is evidence th.at. the Church 

considered lso infant~ er ~. ble of ree~norrti:n (Ironaeus). 

Thsse i'acts can ho sumr. nrized .::is t.csti ,1ony f or inf~nt ba tism 

- in the second century in t he f ol 10,.-:inr~ valid syl 1.oa:is:ns: 

T•'irst Sylloeiem 

·,!a .jor pre ,,i se: A.11 (inf • nttj ) / Ci ro ( hu - n beine;:: in­

fect ed by sin " rid in need of <-:ocl"s f orpivene~sl. 

uman beinEs t~rect~d y ~in • nd in 

·need of God's forei v nesc) / nr e ( sub.iccts i n ,..•hi ch God is 

c~,pable o" ef ,'ectin . regenerat ·i.on). 

Conclusion: 'l'herefore, all (inf nnts ) / ar•a (subjects in 

ull ich God i c f'lublc oi .. eff ectin17 r e{tenerat i or.) .39 

Second Sylloeiom 

•1~,;ot: oremise: All (infants) / are (subj-cts in which 

r.c;(! ic en ·,able of ef.'i'ectinr! regeneration). 

313on t his point cf. Johann Christian 'Jilhel. Au!!usti, 
H-- ndbuch .s!.!!: chr:1.stlic en Archf.lolo ie (Leipzi r.: lar Oyk'ec1u1n 
. uchhandlunr.;, 1~36), I I, 36t}-j 2i; c;harles ~:; . tlcnnott, Christ­
!!!! f,rchacoios:t•t, sccomi edition, vol. I V 0£ the . h r:-1•v of' 
Biblical .:.rut TI1eolop_ical Literature, edited by Gecrra R. 
Crooks nd Jol.n 1..' . iiurr.t (t,ew lork: P:aton nnd · ,,i:1s , ond 
Cincinnati: Curts :.-nd .J~nnin~!, c.1J9a), PP• ~32-4, I ihh rd, 
oo. cit., i>·rt I , .·P• ld)-S; • F . 9thune-n::ucer, �~� I ntro­
duction to t.ha £. rly Hi .. tory of Chrit-ti · n Doct?"i ne_ (l or.don : 
.~,tethuen ~dc;o., 1903), r,_ . 37~J-390; 1,nd :\l 'bert Hauck , 11'1'"u1'e'' 
in Tteal-li:ncykloptidie �~� protest an1~1scl e 'fheoloP.ie fil!S! :(irche, 
second editio.n, baeun by ,Johann JAkob Herzo~ and Gustav 
J eopolcl ?litt :ind cont i nued by Albert :n~mck (i,eir-zig : .J. c. 
Uinrichs'eche Buchhandlun~, 11? 5), X'" , 220£ • 

39~-Jhich i s exnctly whf:. t IrenneuF- t uu;.ht; suvra, PP• 12-1). 
!f or the op ~osite vie,.·:, that inf, nts are incnp.-:.hle of' regen­
erati on , cf. Alexander Ca:npbe.11, Chr i st l::m Oaotism with !!di 
Antecedents tlnd Conse: uents (N.ashville, 'renn.: :tc~ul'dcly 
l1rlntiny, co.-;-!9:[~), pp. 2jsrr. 
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·•.ir1or nremi se: iLll (aub.1ccts i n t·zhich Cod is en ~:bl e of 

eff ectin,; r egcne r- t i,'>n ) / nra ( persnns en t~bl,e of regenera ­

t ion t l¥r out-:h ba ti om) • ,.o 
Cone us ion: Tharc~orc , 11 (inf nt s ) / are (per on$ 

ca abl e o f' r egm ornti on throil?h bt•:')tism) . l•l 

1>0.:, lich i s ex atly •· h 11 t J u st.in ;,ia rt.yr c:;nmrei=::-e ~ i r, hi s 
J)i a loP. ~ Tr yoho, sec t :i on 43; ti\.lOted s unr 2 , • 9 . 

41 1·n. y s c hol. rs F,;r ec t h !!l t t he a ccumul·· t.ive t estimony or 
t .i o per i od 1)oln ts unn i rno• sly to t.he pr actice of infa nt 
ba~ ti s r.1 , even t hour,h it 1:; not e:<pl i citly :.:1ent· oned i n the 
l:i. t •~rat;ure .,.,hi c!1 h, s su1"vi ved f'rorn t hi s <-Jr a . H.P. . 1 cf. 
len• el.t,, !U!• ci t., • l,.'4.7, , nd t hili .1 Sc harr , Ant e-- i cene 
Ch··i""t:i.;,n t.I, vol . II o f Jlist r.>rY of the Chri s t i .n Church 
( ··•mirfa-·r ,s , , ::I.ch .: •.,, .. . ::;erdmi'ns !aubl i s!.inc; Co., 1950 ), 
~5-1- :?(,0 . Ot her s , of' cour::e , ,,.-ho b ol1ove · nfa nt b:1pt iom t,o 

r,v : bf!r•n introduced t .. te1" a n t{ Rr ndu:-tlly f r om r.mt fl"ide t ho 
Cl 1.,..cb , c sc urit r 11 this evidence bec~.\me t hen-- i s no 
c· •c i.fi c ·,:antion _• do of i.nt·~nt b• p ti s m. 1•; . ~ ., er. ' :tberr., 
o • c:i t.. l''or :, exec lent a nd s cholarly s t ud '1 of t hi s soco1•d 
ccr.t~ :•eriod, cf . I noit, o ::: . cit., es"'ec, ~l y t ho concl u-
' l on , p • 223 .. 230. ,,n excellent bj.bliog r nphy io {;i ven on 

P• 231- 240. 



en P'l'~R JII 

In t . · s cha tar l-Jil l he di scuo:.e d the evidence o .r the 

Church .ro t.her s who functioned tlurin!;. th'i.n cent ury, . nd a lso 

one Ohurch counc:J. l of t his .er· od. Here there re · ny 

s pec:i.fic re:f'erences to i nfant baptism. 

Clement of ~lcxnndria 

Clement of Alexandria lived £ro, bout 150 to 213. Ho 

was born of heathen p~renti;; s ·t\tdiod i n Itoly, Syria , a nd 

P lost-tne; rind l a ter 1.,rent to E~ypt, t·.1hero he be c:,.,.e t"te he: d 

oi' the f !1111ous center o f Chris ti, u l e , rninp; :'.&t •'1ox3ndr1. .. . 1 

le ·1.t.• :1 .first ins t ructed by , r-intaenu fi , <" ncl l t r he c-- e t ho 
~ te·1 • .:he r or the f a mous Origen.~ t t one pl!\ce in hi s Instruc-

.li.2.£ Clement dioputod :1gc: inst !lO:ile he retics ·•Jho ~=: i d that 

ca t holic b ~ptism ,-ms not enouyh to .. ut one int.o ·• complete 

st.a te or Christit:.nity. Other rites, ton, , .. ere necessary. 

J eainat them Clement decla red, 

1::ben we were reborn, we strni1 ht\-la: l'' racei ved the per­
rect:l.on for \lhich we strive. For wo wore enlir,htcnad , 
thnt is, we c ame to the knot;lcdge <.>f God •••• 

This is whot h Clp "ens l':ith us, ,-.1hoso model the Lord made 
Himself• When 1·•e a re boptized, we ;.•r e enli F.htencd; being 

lLutheran Cvclonedia, Ertr,in L. Lueker, ·cdi.tor in chier 
(St. Louio: Concordia f ubliohinr; t:ouse, c.1954), P• 23 '• 

2For a biogr~rhic~l sketch 0£ Clement, er. ~rnont Leigh­
'Ao:1r. ett, Handbook ot the g;rly Christian 1-'athera (London: 
~iillimns tmd fforgote,°L'§2 , PP • 77-94. 
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eol1gh toned, wo baoogo odoptod .ono; becoming ·dopted 
~ona, \18 r e m de pe -rfeot; !!.n d hocom1ng pGr f'eat, we a re 
'lacle <.U.vino. 111 h i ve s 1d, 11 1t. 1 writ.ten, "you are go 11 s 
and a.ll of • ou r.he sonc or t.bo mos t. h i gh." 

Thi s ce.re ony ls of t.en CAlled "free gift., '' "on l1 ht.on­
mcn t,11 ''pez,:reot.1on,'' and "clenn 1ng"--''ole ns lng, 11 
b~cuu c-e through 1t. we . re complGtely r,ur1 t'1od Of OU1'" 
s1no; ''f'roa s 1r t., 11 bec ause b, it t he ?-un1 ahment3 due 
to ou r e1os are r ed tt.e d ; "onl1s htenmant.," s ince by 
1 t ue ehold the wondar~~l bo1y l 1ehli of •·:1lvut1on, 
t hat 1s , 1t en bles u to see God clea rly; f 1n~lly, 
'· e c a ll 1 t. " perf'aot1on 11 ns needing noth111e; r u :.:-t.ber, t or 

· wha t more • oos he need who poase se e t he 1 no~.ledge ot 
God? :;: t. uould indeed be oat, . or pl ace to c~ll s or~eth1ng 
tha t t·ms not fully per:rect; a (!1f' t of God. He 1 s porfec:t.; 
thore:fora , ti.ie dfts He be s t.ot·,a a1~e olso parfeot... J u s t 
a. · e.t Hi a CO:!l and 11 thin~• c a r::a into e:t!. otence, so, 
oo rl1 s mere dea1ro to ·1ve, there 1mwed1e tely a ri s e s nn 
overflow1·ng me ~u ra of H1o 61f ts. '.-Jhat

3
!s ye t; to come , 

Ui s u111 a lone ha o a.l r•e a dy anttolpa. tetl . 

Hors !.~ Clement., a3 1n the e arlier Churob f at.her}!, t-,e f'1nd 

an 1de n t i f iontion or upti e~ and regenerat1on.4 Tbe entire 

p1"1m1t1ve Church 1a unani mous oonoer n1ng thl s regenerat.1ve 

P.b:111 ty--t~1a 1'sao r-a,11enta l . ower11--ot' ba p tii m. Here, too, 

Cle cnt•s br oad e duca t i on, extens ive travels , ... nd 1oportan t, 

po ·1t! on a s head of the A.lexandr1an aohool enhances the 

o pinion tbn.t h i s vie t·: wa t.ha t. of t.he entire Ohr1st1an Churoh 

of h 1 G t.1oe. 

· 3~structor, Book I. chap. 6. 'l'h1s passage 10 1ts 
origin Oroak is g1ven in J. P. ·~t gne, ed1 tor, ?o.trolo so 
.fa t.rum GraecoruCJ ( Pu.r1s1 Gam1er Frat.res, 1862 e a • , VIII, 
279-:,11. aeree.lter . il one 's edition of" t.he Gree i'o.tbers wlll 
be referred 't,o as . :i:o . 1'h1 !J En~ll Dh trnnsln t1on 1 found 1n 
The ?ethers of' t.heOburoh, ~\.. I If, 2s-26. 32 vols. Trc-.ns­
l a t.ed by Jeremiah F. O' ':Ulllvan, ll U• ew York: Olma 
J=ubl1sh1~f!. co., Ina., o.1947, il j!. 

4of. al.BO Cia .. eot 1 a 'lll:9risa On l'&rr t?f'• given 1D 
Eaglisb trensla t1on ln lb!, ~=braaa or dhr s lan Clar.~loa, 
John Bc1111e, John T. MoNe1 • an Hanry P. Van ....usen, 8&ncral 
edl tors (_:>h1lc.dalph1a.: Tba tlestmlnster ?recs, 1953, eta.·)• 
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Tert11l l i r-tn 

Tertullinn, "the .r:-1 the r of L:- tin t. ,eoloe y," 1,::?l • t orn , t 

C:n·th2ge in i'orth A.:fr1ca about 1 50 . I e w ~ cor1vert cd to 

Cln:-i 5tiani ty s ometime between hi - t;,hirtiat 1 • · 1d r t>rtieth 

ye:ir. Later h e ,Joinod t,ha 'ont ni~ ts, Rr! ascetic ect t··iaich 

cJ.e t e or com!"orter .,,hich our Sovi or promised to s ..,. r.ci His 

r!:tscipl.es. 'rert.ullinn in 1~ t ,or l ife t:r<s defiLite ly outside 

t,he s tre·.M 0£ ca t holic Chri s tia nity. Ile i ed bet ueon ?20 

: r id 2.li0 . 5 

Tertnll i n r·ms uni ·· ue in th:it he both ::sf' r i r:i1ed tl"i:a ue­

ce .. ~it y , nd !.lCavlne; pot·1er o.f ba tism enri dvi .. ,c the tlel."'y or 

t n1,t i r 1 ts lonf e s possi\,lo . The mo s t per·tinent ·ections 

.- r e t he three quotations ,r.iven below, . 11 froin Tertulli· n's 

treat-tse Qn Ilat>tism. 

,•1herea s it io 3n uck1'10,·1ledo;ed r ule, th. t none cr n bo 
s aved wi. thou t bnpti sm, )rounded e s ec :t 1 i y on th- t sen-

vol. II, Alexnndrian Chrinti .. nitv. r . 79: "For t herg 1:J no 
1,eed for the Lord to in· kc believer,~ do t his fi, . e ., t-sa sh] 
:.1ft~r intercourse slnce by one baj'>tisr:i He h.a .G ,,:ashed them 
clefl n for every such occasion, as :•lso He h~s co::1.,rehe nded 
in one baptis the ,iany \"Jashing s or ·:o:::es." :- • 11: ~•ne 
raodJ thus wi shes us to tu1•n ourselves ~t: .. in 2r1 b eco:-10 ~ t'l 
cl1ildr•en who have CO!'le to know the true !tather ;-nd 2r e re­
born throup;h water by n ~ene,·a t:f on dif.ferent "ro1 birth in 
the cro-1ted world." Also one o:f ou r Ba1 ti.ct ·o urc e s .. i'rn1k­
ly nd•nits tha t ClAMent te11ches regcnor .ntion throup)l b .·tism: 
c.r. v. r.. Peterson, BPJ{tislilal ice;enorntion, tho (;~a t ·ar.an 
I dol (n. p., c.l 1.,7. T1 e book m::iy be ordered°:rroP1 ~tev. • 
t. 1• · t\?.rson , 1349 ."ich·:'ly P r kw:-1y, ~t • . nul 13, . ·:1nn.), P • 3;' : 
"1.:ban we co•na to Cle.:,1ent, 193-202, we .find in ~ic tions of 
the regenera tive power o! .. bn ,tism." 

Ser. Luthe- ~n Cyclo~edia , o •. cit., r~ 104~,i_~e~F,h­
Bennett, ll• cit., cp. 5 -76; m'!rl ~ iilriam nll, Tne Lli st.o .. 
of Infant Baptism, 2nd edition, edited b· fanry Cotton x t·ord: 
Uni versl ty Presr. • lft4lt) , I, l1? • 
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tence o.r our Lord, Unless .Q!!! !!.£ J.l2D2 ,g! w t or he C"nnot 
l!2 s aved : so ne scruples do r•rl nc , ::ind evon r o s "cris­
coursen 0£ sol'i e men, how nccordi n . t o th, t- rule tho 
a postles could be s r-aved , who \'I!:! co rio t. f i nd to l .-ve 
been ba pti?.ed ~1 t h ur l.ord ' s bnr.ti s,r, , excar t r ~ul . r,nd 
when l' u ·l only of the hr,d t h r"! br• 1ti!')n1 or Christ , e ithe r 
t he r e .·t, who w:mte<l t his ·w· t er f Chr irt , rnus1; bo s u. -
pooed in don~erouo co d :i t ,, on , th~t F O t he r ule mcy 
st ~nd r ~ st; or· olne the rule is broken, i f ny err.ao n s 
r.ot hr ptized , cPn be s .vea . h. ve h c.c, rd some non (God 
is y ,-itne sa ) t a lk :•t t 1.-!:J r n t e , :--nd ~o· ·l d h ;tve nobody 
t h:tnk o tio lewd . s by t he 1 tch o.r 111y pen t;o rt-ise t~ es­
t'i om:; ur. oC!e ly, whi c h i 1"'"r c use Gcru,l es j , .,her men . 
I w1.1J here p:i vo , n , nsuer, o;. s ·r1 l l · ;.. I c:,n , t o t.ho ~e 

e n t lu t den , t h e A ostlos to h. vo be cm 'l)._•' tizod. Por 
i t h ey· r e cr:J.vcd or1ly the b... ti s r.1 -,r J ohn ;-s or a . , n, 
.·,nd h:•c! not t~hr t 0£ our J.ord, (in as 'lluch 1s our !_,or ! 'i n­
s olf l' r,d dete m:i.ned t h t theT'C t :-- to 1 e hut one b ::m ti s , 
s oyinR to I e ter when he desired to b "! , :a s hed, He t h~t 
lli-.. bc qn rn " a shed , h!!.! M. .!'.!!!!!. l'l f:RiJ1: ,.-:hich7Tc · ·ould 
not n£ve . • id t o one t h , t had not baen •;t .. s hed · t. r:11,) 
even t h i i. · 1.;iin . roo.r '" :nr:t t ho e wilo t11 ·e •,w y 
f r ofll t he "••ostt ... s even t he b:i · t · Sr.l of John , thot t hey 
. y · boli ~h 2 s neu:!dlcss t.h ~ o:,,crament or wnt e r ••• . • 
llel"'c ~ r:aln t he ae i m"pious :n<rn r :?ir-e Cc! 'Ji l c. , · n. nlly, 
b • t.1 S i i •· not nccess"' r y ·or t ho~c th.i:• t h~••c f t i th, 
which l o • u f l'ic · e nt; ror- ,· brri! ~ 111 •:i th.out .y s · cn1mcnt 
of 1: ter·, but of' .fr i t h only , l e ~t;ed God. 

Rut in --11 m t ·t urs the l ... tcr 1.njunct l onn bint!, "'•n"' the 
:fol owing x·ules t : ke ~ l u co above i;ho •• c th t were bt:fore . 
Thow ,.h ,h GT'.! we r - F-:, lva t ion .formerly b b "' re r 1th be­
f'ore our ! ,ord 's assion rind re r.:ur r ection: yet wh'-=n the 
.fa ith i · enl· rged to bi=:!li eve in His n.-. tivity, a usion , 
--nd resur-:·o::tion, t;here is '"'·" enl· rgement of: the e flcra ­
qent, the so linp, or b•.ptis:n, :-. s lt wal'"e a e~r ment to 
our Cai. t h ; which for merly w:10 b~re , hut c . n. ot. nm· be 
without its i.~w: f or the lnw of: b~·. ti zine i.:;- p1ven, f- nd 
the form or it ~ ., ointed: Oo, s ,.ys !le I tench .!:!!!! ,!!!­
t.i.ons, b ti•.;t'l~inr t ,l.em i11 the m 1e o t he ~·nther, o.nc or 
the .§2!!, !E! ol' the J:oly '5rirrU::- lnc!~on to t h_i-::-r, w 
t'Eit r ul e i s add"ect'; {:;:xce t one he reg ... ucrc> ted o! •· nt r 
and the Spirit, ht? shall not enter i.nto t he :i ne; .om 0£ 
heaven, 1t h« s bound U!J r ith to r neces~ity 0£ b::£. ti s :n. 
hnd thoref"org a ll believers fro·, t hencei'on~•i.ird ~-1ere bet.,_ 
ti zed. • • • 

6Tertulli an, On Baptism, c~~ j t e rs 12 and 1). The 
original Latin is 'Erven in J • P • . iene, editor, Patrolo,r-:ine 

2.trum Latinorum (Paris: Ga r nier 7 ratt"f'ls1 1 62 ~ :,!.J, I, 
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La ter, in chl'!pter seventee n, hi'! s t y:-.; th. t i t is not nb-

solutol y tml w· .. u1 .ror J. ymen to ··pti za , : nd t hen r...dds, 

'But ch :nor . ne ce!Jt·:tr • fo r l ~ymen i ~ i t ~o kee the 
rul G mnility :in I oc e nt }r ; th:- t s ince t •eee t1 in s 
belt) -; to "i · n o r · .i. ,;her orde r . they do not :Jrroe;ate to 
tho nsclve" the oJ: ico o f the h E op s t h ~t is .. ronor to 
t he:. z gl::'lltl (l t :i.on i s tho mothe r· oi' "'Chism. The most 
hl<~s · .. ed \ po s t l e s i d , t h <'t -.J l t hin,rs ,·!ore l ,:;wful, but 
ill ~ l'linn:1 ~ .!lQ.& expc3dj.on"t: f.et itrrnTrlce thot-
1~iiou mr k13 u of .h ,l!s t O'i· er ir. c:-nes of necc .-11.y: \\1hen 
i~he c i1"'c m!ls t :• rice e ither o i ' tLe:: r,l ; co, or or tho time, 
or of t~ he ., r sm, re t ire s i t. For t ncn the adventuring 
to help 1., , ·ell t~, :en , ·.-• ,en1 the con "i t· o:n or a pe r son 
in d: (n ,:.e r force s one t o l c: be c cmse he t~l,s• t Gh.all neg­
lect. i1t , ~ ·c , t;:l :ne t~ d o \•;h r t he l awfully ma>'.'-& ~ill be 
,.,uilt• oi' t! a ,e rr;on 's ~erriit i.ors @r d~ . . nutioJU.7 

Thes e t ~,o se.ct l ons 'l,ell us :rruc "t nbout 'l'ertullian' s 

o :i.n · on of b, r tls1., . fie cleu r ly r eg: r ded it '' n r meon s of 

er son i nt o mu:•i st' s 
,., 

i 'n r:clom. •;, ,\ccordinp;l y , c I eld th: t a 

the d ~ :m.:, t'i.on of •; e unbi1 , t i zed . Al l thi s , uvt be bome in 

, inrl uh n cono "rlc rinr th o .fo l lo\".' 0 n8 : 

·tut 1.,hey · .. ~ho ... a dut y it in to administer b:..·-tism, r,r o to 
kno'!.·: t h · r. it r:.u ot not h c i von rashly. Give .£2 every 
-™ thf" t .::..sketh ~' h r•s i 'ts proper tJubject, nd re­
lP-·t es to 1 ns,,i v.Ln-.. : b:ut t h .r t com;i,and r :ither is here to 
be con!)·lc!cn ... c ~, Q.:i.E! .!!2.~ t hnt whic h ~ h l~ ~ dog[• 
nei thor ~ ......2!!!: eenrl s7i'e:rore S\·iine; a nc t hnt 1 ,!&X 

1321-24. Uere ::= i'ter ' i gne •o edi t:ion of t he LDtin f r-thers uill 
b e re.ferred to r s :fPI.. T'":i S ~np lish tr:-nsl;. tlon is found in 
:·;0111 .!m• ill•, I, 90-91. 

7Ter t ,llli n , .Qn B~nti :::. , ch~P• 17; :....1, I, 1327-2A. 
The l!:ne lish tr;nsl it lon in f 'rom -~'all, .S!L• ill•, I, 92. 

~For dditionol proo£ of t his, cf. Tert\lliun, !!! 
Pudicitia , I, 21 1 .round i ~ .. ;pJ., TI, 980-983. l',n 8nglish 
tr·1 nsia t:i o.n is .found in Jos"ioh Cullen Ayerl. _ ~ource Book !9!: 

ncient Church I i s tory (1!e-w York: Charle s :,cri bnor•s Sons, 
1930), '• i H6. 
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h· ndo suddenly on no r:m.n , noithcr ho -~rt aker or other 
rnon1 ; • ultF- • • --: :-•chr.}r e.lore accordin,:; t;o every nno*e 
condition Hnd r!io ; o -;ition., :·m:. nlr.o their o.. o, the de­
l ayin;i: oi' b , ---·ti.sm i o 17!oro >rofi t;nb J.c, a,, aci l y i n the 
case of U.tt.l e c?.1 i ldren. / or wh· t n o:ld is there tht 't 
the ,..odf~t ,e .. . _ should be brou d t int".> d:inger ? Uecc.use 
t hey 1t1a.r either r. il of t heir pr o:'llines b y doa th, or 
'they ~ - y be mi·•·t· :on b .· r: child' z rovin. o! t·dckcd 
· 1s.~osi't"on . Our I.ord s ay s irtdeod , Do ·not forbid them 
!Q ~ .l:,g .:.£. 'i' e1"eforc l e t ~- ern come """'tiF.en t ney ~ 
r.rown ttp ; l P-t t · e!'ll co'lle , •hen t ncy unrle •st.n.nd; t·11,m they 
a re irwtructo-1 1•1l i ther it i t.hrlt they cor.a~; l e t t.hcr.i 
be r.,Pr~e Chri."tl,,n:i-~ t-Jhen t , ey C " n knoi•J Chl"'ist. :ib :,t need 
t. i l" 1r. i l tles!., age •,wJce suc h haste to t .e t·or i veness 
of ... ns'i --en u il 1. t:roceed :nor~ 1.101"ily i n 'i orldly 
t h l •trs ; r. 1:d h th; t sl· o ·l d not •; v e enrthly go d s com-
1,,1 t ted t a hi m, yet nh-:. 11 h €J v e he~venly. Let. them k now 
how to desi!' t.h i !: :--~l v, t :i on, th "t you ""l ... y a.rear to 
Jmve ;;° ven t o otte t lv,t o.sketh . 

•·or rio l e s,; r cuso n unmur r :J.ed ! ... <r r-ons oui:-ht to be ke pt 
off, w} o :ire l i k l y t o come i ntc t ent ... t ·on, a s ,ell 
t ho:;e t h a t~ never were 111. r •ied , u on a ccount or their 
co lng t,o ripeness, · :l t.ho -:-e in widowhoo:i f or t·10 miso 
of thctr tl&rtn<·:r: until t 1ey el ther m Arr: or be con­
f il"'ll,.cl i n cor1timmc e . They th:·t underst and t he we· rnt 
of ba ~ism ,-,i ll r r ther drea d t he receivinfr :i.t than the 
detc1yinf~ o i t. hn ent i r e f ::- i th is s 9cure of s ti lva-. ' tion. ~ 

I n t hi s section art.ullian o bviously advises t he doley 

o.r b t.1·1t isrn . 'fh i s clel2y is not onl1r .advioed regs r din1; in­

f llnts1 ho,-:ever, bu t a. l s o rar-;""' r din . • dults. : ow c i0n t his 

vie,.,, be r econciled ,.-:ith t· c I recedi nr o inion, ~ccordinp- to 

·wh ich a dela y or b, tism is picturod os enta ilin': the pos­

sibility o.r d , , n a t;ion ? 

:,1uch hr, u been writ.te n on this robletn , not only bec£1uRe 

or •rort\' 111:.n' e a ppr.rent self-contradiction, but Also b~cnuse 

1'hi s 
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or his ";•f"i,u• nt o·-> ,osi tion to :i.nrant b I pt-5.sm. Thia op~ osi­

t:i.on. c, rries much '.•IOi~ht i n vie ,; of t ho fact t~h t Tertullian 

is t he vory fir-et oft.he Church r . thors to re.fer sr,ecific-lly 

to thi~ . rP.cticc. ·o e rn o '.'I , onents n • .lnf;snt be otism assert 

t.h~t Tert lia n' s o;, Jos i t i on " prove sn t,h .. t in":- nt b ptism h:.d 

not beon i n voa-ue in t he Church before h i G ti i.,e , a nd u&n just 

t hen boinp; :i nt.r oduced.lO Ha, t hen , e s n consci~ntious end 

"orthodo,~11 ther.>'' og ian, o p .os ed it. Is t hi s conclusion war-

r nted? 

The follo ·1inr- a pe~ro to bie t he he ot aolution. 

Tcr t ullinn , c s t h e other , nc:i.ent Church f, thers, rog :--rded 

h, . 1ti r.;n r,s 1;he 1'lonn s f or e.rrect:J r.!"' regenerc" t l on. In t nct, 

bn r t i. m for nrtulli -n ,rm•· t e Prily mer-lns o f re~cncT"a tion, 

for hf~d not Jesus sa id, Hi.!.xcer,t ·•m n be born of wnter 

l}.o. , haptisi) , id of the cpirit, he cannot enter into the 

}:-inr.dom o r. C.od 1 ?11 /,ccordinr.ly , baotisM is :,bsolutely ncc­

e£,sa ry for oternal life, f or by this menns nll our ,ast sins 

::,re • fushed -way. ·:hether stn::s, e s ecislly p-r 2ve nins , wh:f.ch 

a r com·:ti tted !I f t e r b& .. tism c :.!n bo for given, i s :: very •' if-

f icnlt problem. a ptiam \· :o:,sJios awny th9 ,uilt or ,'!ill origi-

lOi:; . g. , cf. t.ndrea s ·•aberg , Chrintirn Baitism ~ Forth 
in the ··:ords of the Bible ( hiladelphi a : tmer ca n Baptist 
':Tublication !,ociety, n.d.), pp. 229-231. Ho,..,ever, even one 
0£ our s ources o ppo~ed to 1nft nt b ~ptisrn • d:nits that 
Tertullian ''taut~ht i n:fant b,. tism unto regencr:•tlon." 
Peterson, .9.2• ill•, • 3~ . 

11John ):5; used by Tertullian in sup~ort f or the neceR~ity 
or baptiom, nupra., f> • 19. 
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tu: J. ~in c-nd all · s t octu 1 sins , ut not fllins committed 

ti in. !!.ccorclln,:r,ly, in order to "r:~t the ,,ost' out 

of one's ·b -:. tisrn, one should dela y it :ss lonp. &s possible. 

:rr you 'rmi·t until ri1~ht be.fore do th baptism cnn wash away 

ill "~he r.•:lns you have co mnitted i n th:i.s l ife. 1\ dea thbed 

b t ·· rn mc..ken you 110r,.~ !lure of your s r-lv.-t ion , :nore positlve 

th, t n l yi0u1" sins ··ro ,-,~ shed e,;,ay. ,.n ·, if Cod unexpected­

ly c~l s vou out. o f' t h i s wo rld \·;itho,::t. yonr hav:tne been ba?­

tiz d, you ay be sure th~t yo1Jr f:1ith by i t self eff ects f or 

o, t h- f orp;l vone ss r yoar s in·: 11,\n entire faith i s secure 

o · ~nlvl t:ton."12 I owever: t-1llon !"!-1, unbr ptizcd p~'·son is on 

1'ii.s c :\ t ,hbed , ·biv tism i s r1ot. t.o be ne lected or r efused un­

d ! r :-!n~t circumotnr,ces ,.,h ... t evcr . lie ·iho refuses to b E t 1tize 

tho cJeat ly ~ic · ' is i ··1;-.,.rilin their s lve tion, nnd, if they 

r.:i. c tmhnr,ti~ecl, i e, r u ·.1ty of their damm=tton. f,ccordingly, 

" dmcx·t~ency11 bapt i e:n i s t o ho admini sterod to 11 in danr.er 

of i11l':1e di;;i tc dfJAth, no ma t~ter wha t their chronolot:;icol n ~.e . 

'"'hi~ Beer!~. to be t.ho best construction or Tertullirln's 

positi on . He an"'ears to be a \-:"itness on the side or tho~e 

uho pr .- ctice i ri'ant b~ptifl:?1 1 r Fthcr t ha n on the side or 
those who deny it, in t.hc f oll owinr.; respects: 

12on Bantioin, chap. 16; quoted oupra, P• 22. 
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J. • He affi rms th'" t. b\ ,tis . ia n e,ms or rer:;enc1'"'""tS on, 
,., nte~ns o r ,.,,, s hin,• tn."1AY sin, r·1thcl" thnn :'lerely a 
~irrh or n rer.;ener· t ion ~ lre: dy e t'fccted . l) 

2. is 't e ati'•ony_ iA clc"r t,h ... t h e1 himself believe d .!D,-
Ta'Tit.~-1 could h .rcr;onera'ted't,hr• ur.rh ba t i sri . r,. 

3. tie r,dvises 1~he del ay or b ~ .~t:1.mn , n 't only for 
inf:-\nt::i, b t l"·o f'or olcier eoii e . 

I+. Hi s re· son f or the deni~l. o f b , ""t1.sm t o infnnts is 
not the·· r l ::1c:: r,f nndorst··mH.n~; nor· the · b!?!ilr.r.o of 
th i r nn·eu ror the r ort:ivoness of ~i r. s ; nor the 
in(.: bi.li .y of b nt:i.s~ t o eff'ect t he or.-1,,cness of" 
t i·_ · r s .in3. Hi s only re ·s on for : o t • nc ent is 
cor; iderat.i.on fc,r• sir!S corrun:ft1·.ed a fter b:-l , t :tsn . 

5 . l!ia ar UMQnt. i n ch. 1;e.r Hl i~ 'loi; .r.~tnst infr-.nt 
b~ pt is: oer se , hut r ~t r.:r ~r in~t c rlv beotism 
;,or ee ind ror the delnv of b- tis, .. on 11 ar.:e 
levels (exccipt the ap;ed}. - - -

6. Hi s diRcua~~on in cha· ter 1· or brin~ing lit t le 
c h l.ld ren to l , ,tism is no , roof' t h, •t i. nf• nt bn, tism 
~ms "irst be.tnr.; i.ntroduced · about th1 t ti .. 1e. He c es 
not s ,.y th:"i t he o pposes in . .. t )r r:t is1n bec .~u C it i s 
An 11 r ov:,;. t i on, l¾nd cont?'· ry to e·cctesi .. ..,tica l custom, 
but r nt her be e· use of' unror,-1 v ,1, ble sins ,.,1hich :11i ~ht 
be Cc)mjli 1;t.ed a f'ter ba r.:tism. 

7 . In r~ ct, Tertullion•n .:C~ilurm to usr. Church custom 
i r1 surl ort or his clen'l:il or b, ;,tism t o i ni:i nts i s ~r. 
:ireurnentum .! sil.entio 'i'or t he pr a ctice or infant 
haptlsm · t 1~. j s ti1•1e. 

:~. His rnont ion o f r-;odpr-·ronta · ho testify for the 
childre , ,1ho ~r e i nee p • ble of' anstrering i'or them.­
solves (ch.ls'ral90 .ointsto th.e nr nctice ~ 
l nf tmt baptism : t this time. · 

l)supra, pp. 19-22; cf'. e lso Reinhold Se .berg , Textbo k 
or tho Historv of Doct rines, trAnsl nted by Ch!!!rles E. Hay 
( Gr a nd Rr.t r ids, ~ ch.: B11kcr Book Hoese, 1Q54) 1 I, 132-3 • 

14on i3nptiam, chap . 18; supra, r,; • 21-22. 
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I n conclusion , Tertull1Qn 1 s posit.ion on haptisA crn he 

au011 1:-rizcd :1s follO\•:s. He re1;, rch.•d b:•pt.ism ns t.he l'leans or 
rep;enarn1:;ior1 . It effects th(:: f or,,.ivencss cf s in t hrough 

t l ts reb" rth in cveryono who is bDotized , rom-trdlef:o ol' nee. 

!-io'weve:r , bar,tism 1:;.mshes ~w;,y only r a et ,,.1 m,. Hencr.: baptism 

ln to · s deJ uyed a s lon~ as r,oo•iblc. Tertullian lookP-d 

u pon b · p ti!:WI ;.is t he cu l mination of' tho Christi n li.fe, r e t h-

.r t hn n :·s :ln init~iDt ion into it. 1,iony · spccts of his nosi­

t..i.on .-.:.s axpre:med in his wr t l;ing~ point to t.he conclu s i.on 

t hn t , while he r~erson· l y op o s ed b c·pti. a,r. e a r ly i .n life, 

t "ii. pr nc ·tice--inc lurt.i np; i r.frint hsptisin--wa .s in vo rue during 

hi t · -.e .15 

Origen 

(ne of Tort ul l i an • s contempora ries ~,-•a o Origen, "the 

.or.t fa. ouA r cpresent.~ti,re of 1.he Al exandr:tan theolor•y, 

. 15The ,ooition set forth in the precedinf p:ir agr aphR in 
·, l. o :nainta i ned fm~e ntial ly by the .followine : I•'. G. Hi b" ljrd, 
Chr ' sti~.n a ,tiom ( ew York: f'i. Lane i".' nd c. a. Tippott, 
l ~!.:-5), p p . l q -194; C!v=1rl· s ·• Bennett, Chrinti .;m . re eolo{;\y. 
s ecc>nd cdi tion , vol. IV 0£ ·t he Library of Oiblical :•n•l 
Theolo"ica l Li tor-a1~u.re, odi tod by Geo:r .. ge R. Cro· ks ~ J ohn 
f" . !urst U~e, ! or'k: ·•·a ton : nd .'1nins, and Cincinn ti; Curts 
2nd ,Jarmin ,o, c.1~90), Pt=• l,.Jl.,-36, 446; Johann -a.1 el:n 
ft' r i e drich Hofli n r, , Das Sa:}:ra•nent der 'I'aufe ( 'Srl11n o-;en : der 
:il m'schen VerJ.P..r;$buchhnndlun rr , 1m) • I, 101+-lOrt ; J:•mos 

T .., 17.an Col l insworth, 'l'he Pseudo Church Doctrine"' or ~-
edo-s ~.mtists Defi.ned and i.e£uted ( Kc,nsas City, ~.: Hudson­

:=t mberly J ublisbin~ eo:-;-1a92J, pp . 395-6 ; Joseph Bingham, 
The Antiquities of the ChristiAn Church ( London: Uilliam 
Strnkor, 1843), nt;·,;<,f,-8; Paul i•'eine ct E-:il., "8aptis1t1," 
in 'rhe r:ei.·~ !ichnfi"-Berzoc 1':ncyclopeditl or RiI13iOUR Knowledge, 
edited by ~;amuel :.1acauley Jackson (Crnnd fin : 1 s, :tich.: 
B:.1ker !1ook Houee, 1951), I, 451; K. R. Hagenbnch1 ! ,Te~t­
book of the History of Doctrines, translntod by c. 1·, . _uch 
and revised a nd edited by Henry R. Sriith (~ew York: Sheldon 
encl Co., 1661), I, 201; Thom.as Gal aher, ! ~hort ~1ethod l!.!!h 
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.-ih:i. c a l n1ed • t. .:\ reconcili .. 'tion or Chri st1 a ni ty ::ind 

hel -sn·· s tic t hou ht. 1116 He w~s born o f Chri.atian r rents in 

1'15, ... nd w-:,s educnted under .r' rrnt;;,.enus :incl Clement o f Llcxen­

dria . ,\ t {)ge t:: i r hte e n he bec.:.me l CJ~der or the c t~techctica l 

s ch ool t n ,lexa ndri r-i , which Nas nn outstandi,ng center or 
le: r ni ne . He tra'\ielc.:d to !.ome, f,.r a \1ia, 1·~1estine, a n.d 

Grc<..1ce o ne ~:as captured @nd c ruelly to.rtured under the em­

per or Uec: us , which cr..used his dent h i.n 254.17 'l'hree sec­

tions o f !Jr:i.t~en ' s wri t i ne s rcquira E tten t ·· on . l i:3 

·t!1e 1 ir.• 'l'lrw .nti- Pedobar,t.istal (St. ,ouis: Presby t e rian 
Pt:h isl .. n ; Co., l 7H}, _p· . • lol-4; and .. hi lip ! c uirr, 1.nte­
.~.; ccmc Chr·i r--ti,p1itv, vol . II o f History .Q! ~ Clu1.stiait 
l!h rcfi ( Grn 1d E, p i d s , ·. i ch .: '!),ri . !3. ~er<!mans ,ubli shi n e: Co., 
't95e_"fr, ,. • 261 • Cf. al• .. o J . R. Gr a ves "' n JRcob Di tzlcr , 
.!b.2 t;r,:. -"'\3s-- ' i tzl e r .2!: tirea t Ca rrollton eba te { .:err1 his, 
" on , o: ' ~outhern fJa tist l~ublica tton Society 1~76) 1 pp. 
"123-770 pt:J.. s i m. !!'or the opposi tc ,riew c.f • Au(!.Ust,us • eander, 
Lectures .2!! t,hc Hi.story o!' Cbr•l.otia n Do,,;mas, ed:l.ted by J. L . 
J: cobi , tr:-o: s l ... ted r ron t~ e C13r.~on by J. k. Ryl ;,,, nd ( I.ondol1: 
Henry G. John, l t»5€0, I, 231-3. Bennett sum1:mrizes (p. 449): 
'' Th -:. t 1n.ra 1 t bRotis ,! wPs o:,!'\o""eti a t a ny ti. :e in t he c.; rl.y 
cer tur :tes ~,rose l " r t~Cl)· f rom the :riist~' ken notion 't,h, t bapt ism 
1/ tt~hed c;.'.uy nll (p,. s t) s ins, nnd th-!' t s ins corn·nitted . .fter 
ba nt i C!ffi were e:,e c iE!.l l y d i f f i cult or cleans ing ; hance the 
frEh~uent deferr· nr, o · b ptism unt i l c l f-tte r:~riod in li:fe 
or j uat be~ore deQth.u 

J.6Luther en Cvclopedi a , 01> ■...s.!1•, P• 7f?7. 

17For- a bio .r .. 1: hy of Origen, er. Leigh-Bennett, ,g:e. ~-• 
.• 95-113. . 

l Ssome o p; onc nts of infant b ~ptis conte nd t.h ··t these 
quotµt ions a re unreliable . They ~re ~11 t aken £ram Rurinus 
ecnd J erome 's Latin tr;.::nol Pt icns of Oricer. • s orieinal O•ree.k. 
Rufinus ::•ud Jerome ;ir e :.:omet·,h, t unreliable, however, in that 
thay often were not content ,,•i t h trr1nsl a ting, but often inter­
_j '3cted their oi:.-m ideJJs :J.nto the ·•ork of the trenslnt i on. 
Neverthele s s , t he evi.denco point~ to t heso sections being 
ori~inF: 1 :-'i t h Origen . For a thorough 1iscussion or this 
problem cf . ": :11 \ , .21?• ill•, I , 106£f.; III, 544ff.; IV, 42)ff •; 
~nd · .. i berr: , .2£• ill•, .>tJ . 232-6. 


