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Jinor cremise: All (subjects in which Cod is capsble of
effeeting regeneration) / are (persons cancble of regenera-
tion throurh hanbism).“o

Conclucion: Therefore, all (infants) / are (persons

capable of regencration through bn;tism,.hl

hOuhich is exs etly what Justin Martyr expresces in his
Dizlop with Tryoho, sect.on L33 Muoted 2upra, pe Y.

ﬁl“nny scholars agree that the accumulstive testimony of

this period points unnnimausly to the practice of infant
ha tLuu, even thourh it is not explicitly mentioned in the
iterature which has survived from this era, Helsy cf,
tan: att, op. cit., pe 447, and FPhilip Schaff, Ante-licene
?“th:"nify, “vol. IT of llistory of the uhrlstJ n_caurch
Oreong Harids, “ich.: Wm, B, =Zerdmans Publi s“iﬁr Co., 1350),
252260, Others, of courne, who believe infant baptism to
hove boaon introduced later a2nd pradually from outside the
Church, diascount all this evidence beczuse ther: 1s no
opeeific mention made of infant baptisme Heme, cfe Wiberg,
cpe cite For an excellent and scholarly study of this secand
centiry period, cf, fenoit, op. cit., especisnlly the conclu-
uJDﬂ,j¥J;hﬁ?3-930. in excellent bibliograrhy is given on

Ghe 231=2 1 @
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CHAPTER TII
THE EVIDEECE OF THIE THIPD CENTURY

In t.is chapter will be discussed tha evidence of the
Church fothers who functioned during this century, ond 2lzo
one Church council of this period., Here thersz are many
specific references to infant baptisa,

Clement of Alexandria

Clement of /lexandria lived from sbout 150 to 213. He
was bhorn of heathen parents; studied in Italy, Syria, and
Yolestine; and later went to Egypt, where he baecame the head
of the fomous center of Christion lesrning ot Alexandris.t
fle wos firet instructed by Pontaenus, #nd later became the
tercher of the famous Orip;en.2 At one place in his Instruc-
Ltor Clement disputed sgainst some heretics who said that
c2tholic baptism was not enough to rut one inte = complete
state of Christisnity. Other rites, ton, were necessary.
Apainst them Clement declared,

When we were reborn, we straightway received the per-

fection for which we strive. For we were enlightenad,

that is, we came to the knowledge of Gote o o o

This is what haprens with us, whose model the Lord made
Himself. When we are bantigzed, we #re cnlightened; being

liutheran Cyelovedia, Erwin L., Lusker, editor in chief
(St. Louis: Goncordia ru iinhing House, c.1954), p. 232,

2For & biogrephical sketch of Clement, cf. Srnest Leigh-
Bernett, landbook of the Early Christian Fathers (London:
¥Williams 2nd Horgate, 1920), pPe 77=%he
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enlightonsd, we becouo adopted sons; beconming adopted
sona, we are mnde perfect; and hecowing perfect, we are
made divine. "X have =sid," 1t A= written, "you are gods
and all of you the sons of the most High."

This ceremony i= often called "fres gift," "enlichten-
ment," “perfaction," and “cleamnzing"--~"clesnsing,"
beecuuce through 1t we arse conpleotely purlfied of our
sins; "free gift," becsuse by it the punishmenbz due

to our sins are renitlted; "enlightenument," since by

it we behold the wonderful holy light of salvation,
that 12, it enables us to see God clearly; finally,

wo call it "perfection” as needing nothing further, for
what more d40es he nesd who pomseunes Lhe hnowledge of
GCod? I& would landeed be oubt-of place to czll something
that wae not Tully perfeci o gift of God, He is perfect;
thereforse, the gifts He bestows are olso porfect. Jucsh
as at His command all things came into exlstence, 50,
on rlis mere decire to glve, thare lmuediately arises an
overflowing meccure of Hie gifts. What_ is yet to come,
His will alope hes already antlcipated,?

Here An Cleuwont, as in the earlier Church fathers, we find

an ldentification of raptism and rasanerablon.4 The entire
orimlitive Church 1= unanluous concerningz trnls regenerative
ability-~thiz “"sacramental power'--of baptism. Hore, Loo,
Gleucnt's broed education, extensive travels, aand luaportant
positlon as nead of the Alexandrian achosl enhances the
opinlon thet his view wae that of Lhe eantire Christian Church

of hic time.

5§nntruchr, Book I, chap, 6. This passaga in its
original CGreek ie given in J. F. Hlgne, edltor, Fatrologise
Fatrum Craecorum (Faris: Carnier Fratres, 1862 gt al.), VIII,
279-311., hLerearter .ilgme’s edltion of the Grask fabhers will
be referred Lo as :1F(, This Englich btranzletion is found in
The Fathers of the Church, iiIIl, 25-26, 32 vols, Transe
lated by Jeremiah Fe. O':=ullivan, g% al. liew York:; Clma
Fublishlag Co., Inc., C0.1947, et ai.

“%0f, also Clament's Irestise on isrrizpe, given in
Eaglish translation in The E?Er&fﬁ of §§ris§§an Claccics,
John Paillie, John 7. MelNeill, &nd Henry . van Jusen, gencral
edltors (Phllicdelphia: The nestalnster rreecs, 1953, etdd),
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Tertullinn

Tertullisn, "the father of Latin theclogy,” wae born ot
Carthage in lorth Africa about 15C. He wrs converted to
Chrigstianity sometime between hisz thirtieth and fortiasth
yeare. Later bhe joined the ‘ontanists, an ascetic sect which
blaspherously held that a man named "Yontanus" wes the para-
clete or comforter which our Savior premised to sond His
disciples. Tertullian in later life wns definitely outside
the streum of catholic Christianity. !le died betwsen 220
and 240, 5

Tertullian was unicue in that he both affirmed the ne-
cesrity snd saving power of bantism 2nd advised the delay of

baptism sas long as possible., The most pertinent seetio

o
5]

are the three guotations given below, #ll from Tertulliants
treatise On Haptism,

vhereas it is an acknowledged rule, thot none can be
saved without bagtism, grounded esnecinl’y on that sen=

vele, II, Alexandrian Christianity, P, 79: "For there is no
need for the Lord to make believers do this [.e., wash]
aiter intercourse since by one baptism He haz washed them
clean for every such occasion, &s 2lso He h&s comprehended
in one baptism the many washings of “ozes.” 7. #1l: "He
od] thus wishes us to turn ourselves again znd become 2§
children who hzve come to know the true Yather and =re re-
born through water by & generation different from birth in
the created world." Also one of our Baptist sources frank-
ly admits that Clement tesches regeneraticn through bantism:

cf'e Vo Lo Peterson, Baptismal Neogeneration, the (reat I'agan
Idol (NePes Co1247. Ths book mny he ordered Lrom 1eV. Ve
Le Feterson, 1349 Midway Perkway, 8t. Faul 13, ¥inn.), p. 38:

"When we coms to Clement, 193-202, we Iind indications of
the regenerative power of boptism."

5cf. Luthe-cn Cyclopedia, on. cit., r. 10443 Lelgh-
Bennett, ope. cit., vp. 55-75; end William Wall, fhe Histo:

of Infant Baptism, 2nd edition, edited b: Henry TCotton Ihxéordz
Tniversity fress, 1844), I, 27. :



20

tence of our Lord, Unless one ba born of water he ennnot
be saved: some seruples do srise, =2nt even rash ois—
courses of some men, how according to that rule the
apostles conld be saved, whom we do not find to have
been banptized with our lord?s bantiss, sxcept Paul, And
when Faul only of them had the bontism of Christ, either
the rest, who wanted thig water of Chriet, must ba sup-
pogsed in & dangperous conditicn, that so the rule may
stond fast; or else the rule is broken, if any nerzons
rot baptized, csn be saved, I have heard some men (God
is my witness) talk =t this rate, »nd would have nobody
thinkk me go lewd 2s by the itch of my ren to roize cues-
tions rurrosely, which may couse scruples inocther men,

I will here give an nnswer, as well as I can, to those
men that deny the Apostles to have beon bartized, For
if they received only the baptiem of John as of a man,
and had not thot of our Lord, (inasmuch 25 our lord fim-
soll hnd determined that there is to be bhut one bzntism,
saying to Feter when he desired to be washed, He that
has beon once washed, has no need again: which le would
not have said to ona that had not bsen woshed #t 2ll,)
even this is 2 plain proofl against those who take sway
from the Apostles even the baptism of John, that they
nay abolish 2s needless the sacrament of water, o« « o
Here apain these impious men reaise cavils, &nd say,
baptism ie not necegsary for those thet have faith,
which is suflicient; for Abraham without eny sacrament
of watar, but of faith only, prlessed Gode.

But in all matters the later injunctions bind, and the
following rules trke vlace above those thot were bufore.
Thouerh there were galvation formerly by bore faith be-
fore our lLord's passion and resurrectinn: yet when the
Taith is enlarged to believe in His nativity, passion,
and resurrcction, there is an enlargement of the sacra-
ment, the secaling of baptism, #s it were =2 gzrment to
our faith; which formerly wnas bare, but cannot now bhe
without its law: for the law of baptizing is given, =nd
the form of it aprointed: Co, s:ys lle, teach the na=-
tions, bautizing them in the name of the rather, znd of
the Son, anc of the lloly Spirit. and when to Ghis low
that rule is added, sxcept one be regenerated of water
and the Spirit, he shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven, it has bound up faith to » necescity of baptism,
and thererarg 21l believers from thenceforward weres bape-
tizede « o » >

6Tertuluan Cn Raptism, chanters 12 and 13 The
s Y] astl - - - © a

original Latin i= Flven in J. P. /iigne, editor, Patrolorice
Patrum Latinorum (Paris: Garnier Fratras, 1262 et al.), I,
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Later, in chapter seventeen, he assys that it is not ab-
solutely unlawful for laymen to heptize, snd then adds,

But how much more necessary for laymen is it %o keep the
rules of humility snd modasty; thet since these things
belong to men of higher order, they do not arropgate to
thenselves the office of the tishops that is proper to
ther? bBuaulotion is the mother of schisme. The most
blessed Apostle sald, that @)1 things were lswful, but
all thinrs were not expedicnt, Let 1t sullice Ghat
thou meke use of this power in ci#ses of necessity: when
the circumstance either of the plice, or of the time,
or of the perscen requires it. For then the adventuring
to help is well taken, when the condition of a person
in dmper forces one to it: becruse he thst shall neg-
lect at sueh a time o do what he lawfully may yill be
guilty of the person's perdition [§r damnstion].

These two sections tell us much about Tertullian's
orinion of baprtism., He clearly regsrded it ss & means of
regeneration. For him it was the new birth which brought a

)
erson into Christ's kingdom,” Accordingly, he held thot a
loek of bopgicm d:mns, and the negligent party is guilty of
the damnotion of the unbaptized., All this must be borne in
aind when considering the following:

iut they whose duty it is to administer bantism, =re to

know thet it must not be given rashly. (Give to every

one thet asketh thee, h2a its proper subject, ond re-
lates to almsgiving: but thot command rather is here to

be considered, Give not that which is holy o dogs,
neither csct vyour pearls belore swine; @and that, Lay

1321-24, Heresi'ter “igne's editicn of the Latin fathers will
be referred to ns !PL, This English transl:tion is found in
'-';811. OTe Cit-' I’ Q0-9L,

7rertullian, On Baptism, chap. 173 JPL, I, 1327-2¢,
The &nglish tronslstion is from Wall, op. eit., I, 92.

AFor sdditional croofl of thi;, cgs ggrtulliag, %% i
Pudicitia, I, 21, found in VPL, T 050-983, An BEnglis
transiatfan is fsund in Joseph’culien iyer, A UHource Beok for
Anecient Church History (Kew York: Charles Seribner's Sons,
i935’. Te 176,
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honds suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other
men's taults. Thareiore according GO every ono's

([ ] L] L]
conaition and disposition, #nd also their age, the de-
laying of bastism is more profitable, esvecially in the
case of little children. PYor whet nead 1s there that
the godfathers should be brought ints doanger? Deczuse

they may either fzil of their promises by death, or
they mny be mist-ken by 2 child's proving of wicked
disposition., Our Lord says indeed, Do not forbid them
to come to e, Therefore let them come when they are
grovin upj let them come when they understand; when they
are instructed whither it is that they come; let them
be made Christians when they can know Christ. What need
their suiltless ape make such haste to the forsliveness
of sins? ¥en will proceed more warily in worldly
things; #nd he thnt should not have esrthly goods cofe
initted to him, yet shall have hesvenly., Let them know
how to desire this salvation, that vou may appear to
have given to cne that asketh,

For no less reason unmarried versons cught to be kept
off, who sre likely to come intc tentation, as well
those that never were married, upon account of their
ng to ripeness, as tho=e in widowhood for the mias
of their pazréner: until they either marry or be con-
firaed in continence, They thot understand the weight
of baptism will rather dread the receiving it than the
delaying of it. An entire f£2ith 1s secure of snlva-
Lichie”

=

(%))
2]

In this section Tertullian obviously advises the delay
of baptism., This delay is not only adviged regarding in-
fante, however, but zlsc regarding adults. How can this
view be reconciled with the preceding opinion, according to
which s delay of beptism is pictured as enteiling the pos-
sibility of damnation?

duch hos been written on this problem, not only because

of Tertullisn's apnerent self-contradiction, but slso bacause

9Tertullian On Baptism, chap, 183 #FL, I, 1329-31, This
mnglish tranglation 1S grom %all, (o121% é;g., I.'93—9h.



23
of his anbarent opposition to infant baptism. This oprosi-
tion carries much weight in view of the faet thnt Tertullian
is the very first of the Church fathers to refer specifically
to this practice. odern op onents of inf=ant baotism assert
that Tertullian's opvosition "proves™ that infant baptism had
not beon in vogue in the Church before his tinme, and was just
then being introduced.tY He, then, 2s a conscientious and
Torthodox"” theolosian, opnosed it., Is this concliusion war-
ranted?

The following zsvpears to be the best zolution.
Tcrtulliﬁn, 25 the other sncient Church fathers, regsrded
baptism as the mesns for effectins regeneration. In fact,
baptism for Tertullisn was the only means of regeneration,
for had not Jesus said, "hExcept & man be born of water
El.e., haptisaﬂ and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kinpdom of Goan 2kl hecordingly, bantism is absolutely nec-
essary for eternal life, for by this means all our past sins
are washed away. Vhether sins, esracislly grave sins, which

are committed aiter bantism con be forgiven, is a very dif-

ficult problem, Baptism weshes away the guilt of sl1 origi-

10y A W E
Eefey cfe Andreas Wiberg, Christiosn Baptism Set Forth
1n the Worda of the Bible (PhiladeIphlar Aucrrcsn Baptist
Pubiication cociely, N.de), pve 229-231, However, even one
of our sources ounosed to inrunt baptisr admits that
Tertullian "taught infant baptism unto regenerstion.”

Peterson, op. cit., pe 3%.

11John 3:5; used by Tertullian in suprort for the necessity
of bagtism, supra, p. 19.
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nal sin #nd all past actual sins, but not sina committed
after hapbism., LAecordingly, in order to "gat the niost” out
of one's baptism, one should delay it as long &s possible,
IF you wait until right before death baptism can wash away
21l the sins you have committed in this life. A deathbed
baptism mzkes you more sure of your sslvation, more positive
that all your sins ~re washed away. And, 1f Cod unexpected-
1y calls you out of this world without your having been bap-
tized, vou may be sure that your faith by itself effects for
you the forplveness of your sins: "in entire faith is smecure
of salvotione™l? However: when an unbaptized person is on
his desthbed, baptism is not to be neglected or refused un-
oy any circumstances whotever. lle who refuses to bactize
the deathly sick 'is imperiling their salvation, and, if they ;
die unbaptized, is ruilty of their damnstion. Accordingly,
"omorgency” baptism is to be administered to zll in danger
of immediate death, no mattaf what their chronelogicesl age.

This sesms to be the best construction of Tertullian's
~nosition. He aprears to be a witness on the side of those

wvho practice infant baptism, rather than on the side of

those vho deny it, in the following respects:

120n Baptism, chap. 18; quoted gunra, p. 22.
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l. He affirms thet baptism i1z » mesns of ragercration,
a4 means of washing away sin, rather than perely a
girh of a repeneration alrendy effected,

2 His tastizony is clear that ha himself believed in-
tants could be repenerated LEToush baocListe il

3. He advises the delay of bartism, not enly for
infante, but 2lso for older peonla.

L His resson for the denial of ba~tism to infants is
not their lack of undarstanding; nor the abzence of
their nced for the forgsiveness of =ins; nor the
inabilitv of bantism to effect the forsiveness of
their sins. His only reason for rostronement is
congideration for sins committed after baptisn,

5 lis arpument in chapter 18 is not agrinst infant
baptism per se, hut rather 2r inst ecarly bantism
ser ge snd lor the delay of bsntism on =11 ape
levele (except the ared).

6. His discuzssion in chanter 12 of brinsing little
children to bhaptism is no proof that infant bantism
wag fMirst being introduced ebout th't tine. lHe does |
not say that he opposes infont bantism beecsuse it is
an innovstion, and contrary to ecclesiastieal custom,
but rather becsuse of unfoergivable sins which might
be committed after barntism.

7. In fact, Tertullian's failure to use Church custom
in suport of his denlz) of baptism to infants is an
argamentun e silentio for the practice of infant

baptism at t.1s tirce

3, His mention of ﬁodv*rengi wh? testifg Pn¥ theﬂ
childrer who 2rs incananble of answerins for tham-
selves (ch. 1%) #lso polnts toc the oractice of
infent baptien 2t this time,

13supra, pp. 19-22; cf. olso Reinhold Secbers, Texthook
of the Histo of Doetrines, translated by Charles &, Hay
{Crana Rarids, "ich,.: Baker Rook House, 1954), T, 132-3.

l40n Baptism, chap. 18; supra, ppe 21=22,



26

In conclusion, Tertullisn's position on haptism e=n he
sunmarized =5 follows. He rep rded baptism 2s the means of
regeneration, It effects the forpiveness cf sine through
this rebirth in everyone who is bantized, regardless of arse.
nowever, baptism washes awny only past sins. lence baptism
1s to be delayed as long zs possible. Tertullian looked
upon baptism as the culmination of the Christisn life, rsth-
er than ¢8 an inltiation into it. !any aspects of his nosi-
tion as expresszed iv his wribtings point to the coneclusion
that, while he personzlly op osed baptism early in life,
thie practice--including infant baptiswn--was in vopue during

5

his tizo.t
Urigen
Una of Tertullian's contemporariess was Origen, "the

ost famous representstive of the Alexandrian theolopy,

- 15The position set forth in the preceding paragraphs is
olec maintained essentially by the following: F. G, Hibhard,
Christisn Baptism (New York: (. Lane #nd C. B. Tippett,
1755}, pre 199=194; Charles W, Hennett, Christian Archeolosy,
second edition, vol, IV of the Library of Bihlical snd
Theolosical Literature, edited by George i, Grooks #ngd John
I'» Hurst (Vew fork: maton nnd ¥ains, and Cincinnati: Curts
end Jenninge, c.1998), pre. £34-36, LLB; Johann Wilhelm
Friadrieh Hofling, Das Sakrzvent der Taufe (Srlangen: der
Palm'schen Varlagsbuchhandiunz, 1946), L, 104-10%; Jomes
Rogan Collinsworth, The Pseudo Church Joctrines of Anti-
Pedo-Baptists Defined and nefuted (Ronsns City, '0.: Hudson-
Fimberly ijublishing Go., 1292), Dpe 395-63 Joserh Bingham,
The Antiguitics of the Christisn Church (london: William

ker, 1343), I1L, LOG=B; Faul rfeine et 2l., "Baptism,”

Jtra
in The kew Schafi-Herzop bneyclonedia of Relisious Knowledge,
edited by SYamuel vacsuley Jackson (Grand hapids, JicCha:

Baker Book House, 1951), I, 451; K. R. Hagenbach, A Text-
book of the History of Doetrines, translated by C. . Buch

and revised and esgited by Henry B, Smith (¥ew York: Sheldon
end Co., 1861), I, 20); Thomas Callsher, 4 Short Method with
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which aimed nt a reconciliation of Christisnity and
hellenistic thauvht.“lﬁ He was born of Chrigtian perents in
185, =nd wes eduested under rantaenuvs and Clement of Alexan-—
drifa. At ape eigrhteen he became leader of the catechetical
school in Alexandria, which was an cutstznding center of
lesrnlng. ile traveled to Rome, Arsbia, Ialestine, and
Crecce, He was captured =nd cruelly tortured under the em=
peror Decius, which czused his death in 254.17 Three scc-

tions of Urigen's writings require attention, 142

the Dipoing =nLi-Peaob:"tlsLu (St. lLouis: Presbyterian
Z}ﬂaljahi?' Co., 1878), i ]- ¥G]Ehp and 'hi%l Schaff, &nte-
iceng O "*"ﬂ1‘nxtv, Vol ‘1 o istory of the Chri stian
Ghureh (CGrand u-.l S, Hiche: Wme B nerdmans Publishing COa,

1950), p. 261, also J. Re Orayes snd Jacob Ditzler,

W‘L Grs ves——'lt’l@r or Great Carrollton Debate (° emvhis,

Tonn et Lonthern Hoptist rublication Society, 1276}, pp.
723770 pagsim. Yor the opposite view cf, Augustus leander,
Leetures on the Fivhory of Christian Dogmas, edited by J. Le
Jrcobi, transloted Lron tLhe Gernen by J. Be Jliyland (London:
Henry G, Bohn, 1858), I, h31-3. Bennett summarizes (p. L49):
"That infant b'ﬂzmiq 1 wos oprosed at any tite in the early
centuries arose lorgely Frqn thc miasteken notion that baptism
washed away all (past) slns, and thet sins comaitted after
hartlsm were s eci 111y difficult of cleansing; hence the
fresuent deferring of bantism vntil & late period in life
or just before death,”

t"

15Lutheran Cyclopedia, op._cit., p. 767.

17For a biogrsphy of Origen, ef. Leigh-Bennest, op. cit.,
Dle ‘E‘S—‘.lB-

1850me opponents of infant baptism contend thot these
quotntxcns are unrelisble. They =2rz 211 taken from Fufinus
snd Jerome's Latin translesticns of Origen's criginal Greek,
Rufinus =nd Jerome are zomewhzt unrelisble, however, in that
they often were not content with trnuslutirg, but often inter-
jected their own idezsz into tna work of the translntion,
xevertheless, the evidence points to bhese sactions being
oripginzl with Oripgen, For a thorough discussion of this
'll"Ohlﬂ’ cf. -'i'd.l-l’ __E. Ci-t.' I losff..’ III’ )ll-lluff.’ Iv li-:3ff.,
and Liberg, op. cit., pre. 232— °



