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Habrawa.93 Secondly, Vucbar uaeu cypee beJ•• tba ua• of tbe 'ltw 'lat&• 

mant, and falls often into alloaory. 'lba •- Malchl .... k perlcopa pro­

vlc1aG a good muzmpla of th:1.a. "Whan t~lcblaeclak brouabt out bread ad 

wine, we can sae in this a clear polntlna to the ••r-nt of the Rw 

Covenant, which .Jesus inatituted to fulfill and abrogate tba Old."94 

In anotber iutance, the 11:Lsn of Caln la a prophecy of tlall croaa of 

Cln:-iet (mid probably had the same form) 1 baiag both a brad and a alp 

for protecttcm.95 The allogorizf.na becoaDa elaborate duaD Viachar tnata 

tho paasing through tile Jordan into tha Prcaued Land. �T�h�i % � event 1• • 

prefi3uration of .Jeaus• baptlem 'by .John: 

.John is the voice of 01lGI c~lng io tbo �w�i�l�d�e�r�n�e�s %  �1� which pre­
pares the way for tho KGaa:lah to enter into thca Prcalsad Laci. 
lfi111t happened et tho be3lnnlus of the �h�i % �t�o�r�y� of Iar•l ad 
tllen rocurred on tho retum frm tbe Babylonia m:tle a a pn• 
f:Lauratian ls nou once and for all fulfilled •••• J'obn atada 
et the .Jordan, more preciaal:,1 la the .Jordan, whore once at 
3cshum's comumd the prleota stood with tho ark of the covenat 
of tbe 'Lord of tho wh3la earth until all the people bad �p�a % �e�4� 
through tbm rlvor-becl. Tba Jordan % �e�n�o�a� �a % � a vialbl• bouadaq, 
of the ~.BDticmic tr.tncclo:i. Thia t:lull DO OD8 �p�u % �c�a % � through vltb 
dry fcet.9:; 

It is this aorc of thing whlcb haa prCIIIJPtea crit:ica to campue �V�1 % �c�h�e�r� 

to tJCclleval allcaoriata.97 Vlacbar'a taclmiqua hu the double effac~ of 

-making the Old TestlllDmlt a b:f.sbly esoteric &ook1 at.Dea if am �l�a�c�k % � hie 

93vf.ac:her I .!2• s!l• • 1, 161•64• 

941b1d. 1 p. 164. 

951bld.1 PP• 92•95. - . 
96Ibid.1 pp. 40f. -
97Tb. c. vrt.ezea �p�o�i�n�t�: % � out: that �V�1 % �c�b�a�r�' % � tac'lmique 1a "akin to 

Heclicwal theory mul ao, not aurpriaiagly. la haullecl with a,-patby by 
the naman CetboU.c preas." Quoted by Porteoua, .!2• !!£·, p. 346. 
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ability to find w:Ltnua to Cbrla1:1 the Old Tut-I: ta a cl•- book, 

mad of mlntm:Lzlng the alpificanca of Che actual blatorical contmat of 

the 014 'l'eal:aa:ent and maklng of :I.I: a "vaa naaa1198 to 'be tvtatad to flt 

tho tbaolog:l.an 1a taate.99 Vtac'har'a tnat118nt dou not nokaa wltb tlle 

before m d after of the blatory of aalvatiGD; the diat:illctloa beate• 

Old and ;au Testaments to gloaaed owr. Portoowa c .... ta. "Vtacber 

scacely doea Juat:l.ce to the fact that Chrlat d:1.4 c ... 11100 Deap1ta 

tile va l ue of Viacher's book at the tlaa it wu vr:l.tun, tbm, :Lt hu 

general ly bem felt to l>t! a return t:o a position vla:l.ch hiator1cal crlCl• 

c :lor;i bu made untcmale, rather them a ccmtr:Lbut:1.on to a modem approach 

to Old Testmnent Theolf,u. 

A 1ork i n many 1:-1aya atm:Uar to tbat of Vtaeher :La tbe Dibliacbe 

Ti1eolot;:lt1 ~ .1tcan Teste:menta of a fathor and son toam, WUbalm and 

9 Ge t ler of Rayaerabers'a tens for what medieval tbeolc,alana _.. 
of tt1e Bible (nesouo cereua, vaechaon! Bu) . .Jecob, !!2• ~-, p. 1:S. 

99Poob1er'o criticism 1a aevara but juatifta41 · "Vlacber IIIICht aua 
doc ganzen Alten Teatsment eiue fortlaufenda Welaaagwg auf Cbriatua 
hi n . Das :lat fo1ge1:'icht1&. und ea i.ac bequam. Dmm vcar ta s,n,MD 
AlCdn Taatament n:1.chta ab imllor WlGclar die lle:L:aaaauaa auf Chrlatua 
bcbauptet, der braucht zur olnsolnen Stelle gar nlcbta au tun, um su 
ze:Lson, daaa aucb ht.er Waillaaauna vorU.ep. Dia pnarala Belaaupt1m11 
eropart &lle Muabe. . . • • 1111111 laa nur bei Yiacbar., cm ea wdar an 
CGDDtnl a cler Litoratur nach ea Kunst dar fa:laa:lrmipm Beaiabun& fahlt, 
WM:h, was darm alle■ wauaaauna tac.. 14811 v:Lr4 leicht eraaama, daa 
auch cJa, ao Viacher ea nicht aaat, aich nach cltaem Yerfabnn fleu■•• 
gung fillden l~at, wenn am. nur ao b•~unaaa•mdt :I.at vf.e er. 11 

Koehler, 11Vorfraan.'1 P• 261. 

~OOportooua, S2• .s!l• , p. 337. 
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Ham 'Mocaller. 181 Wilhelm Moeller, the father, who la napaaalhle for 

t:be bulk of t:ho work,182 atmuta far outatde t:be -lutna of modana Old 

'feotamcmt scholarship and :I.a t:ha author of a dafeaae of the Mallaic 

cutborahf.p of the wholo Poutateuch. 103 J,!ollUar apeu vi.th Viacher ta 

wanting a Chriato•centrtc interpretation, but cbida Vl.acber for hta 

unccmcorn with the objectlw history of the Old Teatallellt. 1°' Thua 

Hooller actually l11yo far more stress on ~ho verbal t.upiratlan of the 

Old '£estas:xmt than on lta Chriatoc:entricity. 105 ua cloae not feel that 

:!.t 1s nace11sary to prOVG cgain t he error of the critical vieu of tba 

Olc:I 'i'Gat~t, " olnce chis bas beci.1 taken can of by earlier vorka of 

ours and can be cGDsidorecl as bebi nd ua,11100 yat a large portion of the 

booh is c!evotod to a pole:nlc agaiut the critica.187 

lOltfilbelm ancl Gana &>eller • lltbllacho fteologle J!!. Al ten Teat&• 
_ n ts ,!!! llel laaeschi cht licl1or BntvicklUDA (ZV~kca: Johenne• enrmann. 

1936 ) . In the foll.otf:l.ng aaal:,ala of Moeller•• work, the writer vu 
c pollocl t:o calua an olcost:~ cmplacely !ndepcmdent ■tudy, since tbe work 
1G not nt:ioncd in tho surveys of l'ortGoua, Saart, 111,14 Kr•U.na. ad 
receives only paso!l.113 notlca :ln tlahn. Halm, !2• !!!• 1 p. 246. 

l02 toellor, .22• s.il.•, P• 2. 

103tfD01ler, Blnheit !!!!!! Bcbtholt S fuanf BUGChar Maae■ , cited by 
?-:cellar, .!le• £!!.·, P• 2. 

l04Ibid., P• 14. -
lOSibld. , p. 4 ad paaallD. 

U>6.,tu.r brauchen 1m allgcmataan kelne Auaeiuadn■etsunpn alt dew: 
!tritlk au geben, duarfen des alias vlelmabr ala dut:ch rruaun Arbeita 
van una_erer f5eit,e erledqt und biater uaa ·lf.epnd •••bell. 11 l!!Y• , p. 28. 

107Bven to '1'11. Laatsch, wbo othenlae la very annciative of 
Moallcn:-'a book, U: ■- tbat perhape he la.,a "n vlel Gwicbt au! dla 
Midarleauug der Bibelkrltlkar uncl aoaderU.cb :lhnl' Quelleucballluag." 
Th. Laatach, "BariaW of t-!Dallar'a, Bibliacbe Tbeoloal• ... AlteD T .. ta• 
rmta," Concordia 'fheol91lca1 Monthly. IX (.June, 1938), 473. 
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In the body of thelo'book, Koal:ler foUOII■ the bi.■tory ad--■ lt 

the polnt of &aperture for hia theological c .... t, a Vi■cher bd dcllle. 

At tho encl be auppliea an outU.aa with nferenc• 'bMk to thll hlatorical 

acction, for thoae uho wiah to canatruct a ayataaatlc trucaaac.108 

Though t-7oa11er•• plan for a theoloay ia inten■tlng ad ta ■-

~ays anticipates the :l.cileu of c .• E. Wr1gbt, l09 ha cannot ba aal.4 to 

bave made c cubstantial contribution to modem Old TeatamDDt 'lbeoloa:,. 

m,eller's reiutet.ion of cr:f.t:tc:lam doea not hold up, 110 and £'he attempt 

at it leaus btm into iamoderate 1enguage111 and a 18i1lllatabla •ti­
Sm:aitism.112 No attampt :l.m gacJe to undoratancl tbc ccmc:ena ad n■ult■ 

100 
'1-..oollar, ~- .f:!!•, p. 521•27. 

109 
Iafrn, g. s~_ .. 

11n . 
i?or cxomplc, bi s une of ccatterecl quotations fram acien'tiata 

i1it b ecma appreciation for Goneaie can turrclly bD conaiclend a nfuta• 
tion of t!ie evolutionary hypothesis. Uaallar, ~• s.ll.•, pp. 37-40. 

111
••. • • der Quellentheori e, 41e vaa Anfag bia au Ende et11 araa· 

zcr wisconschaf tU.cll•un-,dosonocl1aftU.c:her Uifug tat, cler groaaaten 
Scluu!en nach jeder Scalto bin aoat:lftet bat, VOii una aber ala Pbantaale 
antlarvt 1st." Ibid., p. 43. Gunl:el'a t:hcaor:lu an a =•wuat,11 !!ll!!•, p. 30. 

11211u1er rr.oechte !ch aber nun auch nocb auf die Veraatuna blm,alaen, 
waaz dle gaze altteatamontUche Krit:ih .!!!!!! ~..E!!! l!!E, wt.a ich alauba, 
U.efato Impulse ompfanoea bet." !J?!!!•, p. 514. :•Aot1NC war niche msr 
oin hoechat unzuverlaaoalaar Cllaruter, aaamna •er hatta juedlacha Dlut 
in oelDGll 4'dam." .!J!!!!., P• 515. " Ho mnetzcnulll Dibelkrlt:llt aucb 

· nerade auf elem Gebleta dea Alten Teataumlt■ at.ch flmfet, pnafa ma al■o 
einmal nacb, ab 11t.cbt 'br.lU&■t odai: uubewuaat Juecliac:ba Binflue■n uad 
Intaraseen und juediacbe B:l.gcaaart isl lH.ntargruncl ader Im Auagangapuakt 
atm.1den, und ob alao aucb diao aeratoannda Arklt an dar Bibel nicbt 
ellcnthalban 1111 Gaiat uud in dor Rlchtuns gerado des Gllao ■anataadaa 
Juedlacben Geiataa U.egt, und ob n:lcht da der allergroaaate Scllade 
waere, wenn cler Juadlache Einflu••• nacbda ar aanat la unaor• Volk ■ua 
Glueck gebrochen :lat, alcb auf dies• G•blec noch unballvoll auavlrbD 
duerfte. 11 Ibid., p. 517. It ic to be recalled that tbeaa vorcla van 
WZ':1.ttan in Gel'ClallY in 1938. 
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of Ole! TGGtament acholanblp; apeaklD& of the I.DftatlptlGD of tba 

oourcea of Geneaia chaptor one. Moeller aa,a. "Bver, critical ward ad 

GVOry doubting invcscigatioa of lt would be blupbal9, unbelief, a4 

botrayal of onoself and of holy tblnsa.°'113 lklap:1.ta ht.a plaa1 dopatic 

cateaoriea crc,r.id into the work.114 and hie toadaacy al--,. to flnd tba 

Ne-..1 Tootarcont meanlnc in tile Old Teatallent, at timaa leading to a pn­

pondarcnce of New Testament citation.a cnor 014,1is obacuru the dlffar­

C11cc bctweaa the 'leatm:Gnto, 116 ancl it la not wltbout Juatif i.catlaa that 

~llcr bes been called °'ilongatenberg rodivivua.11117 The work•-- to 

have bad no dlacomf.ble iofluonco cm any other writer in t'hll field of 

Old Teo ·e::mnt Thaoloey.118 

!n 1925 Otto Protcsch h&d outlined a progrmn for• Old To■t-t 

1: olo •119 amd throughout hio career a a profuaor, ha lectured cm 

11311.rec!ec hrltischo Wort un4 Jeclor zvelfelnda Broertoruag daruaber 
eaetiro Blmphomte, Uqlaubo, uncl Vorrat dor olgeaen Sacbe und du DeUlg• 
tu::.io . 11 .!!!.!!!•. p. 41. 

1141bicl., pp. 44•45 and passim. 

115Ibld •• p . .. 69. 'lhirtaen New ~eatamant vanu about the Pall an 
cited; ol2: Old Teotamnt nferencu. 

116cf. hi.a tr!'atmant of the hope of tbe patriarcha. l!!!!·• p. 154. 

117Heagateuberg wu a DiDoteeatb CGDtury author of a Chriatolag ol 
tho Old Teatmens::. and a defender of ortbodasy. Hoaller enJo,a tbe title. 
lJ!Y•• P• 483. 

118.rbe writer wu unable to ,dlaccner my nfenace to it la ay ol 
tha 'ibaologlea suneyed. t.faelllor ■-- to baft •ticlpated tbia1 "Aber 
wa:1.1 die Alttut8Dlllltlar niche lamboaren UD4 auch 11icbt wt.a■• wlla. 
waa ma aaat, eracht:a tell Jedu Wort• 41lN• Wlataaachdt: 8NPrGClln 
ala ill dell Willcl pnclet.11 l!!!.t• 

119occo Prokacb, 11zte1a uad Cnaaa cl■r e..a••••" 11■u■ ltlnllU.cbe 
Zfltacbrift~ mvt (1925), 715•30. -
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the ■ubJact. 120 Prm tbe begilmlag, bl■ aapbMi■ WU aa a Chrl■to-c:•• 

tr:Lc approach; tl10 maaate 111181:: believe 111 ordor to ba .. ual to bta ,,13r. 

tuk.121 

In 1942 he aubmittocl bis thGology, for publ:Lcatim; due to the var, 

it was nos: published until 1950, &£tar the author'• ... tb. 122 111 bta 

introduction, Proksch atreaaeo 4gaia the naceaaity of aCbrt■to•cntrlc 

appro6Cb ; for him "All theology ill CbrletoloSY.11123 Clrdot ■tacla ill 

t ho cent er of the cystcm of coarciinatea of htatow,,. 124 Yet deaptce 

t he ali.-hlportance of Chriat for tbcaology, tbe Old 'Zeatam■at clau aot 

docr oase in importance. Chr ist iG lueparable from the Old Teatanant; 

" • •• or atuat t n o2lttaota£entltcber Luft. 11125 Tba Old Tuumant la 

b ch revelation (apokalypo1s) and lllllDifeatattaa (phamroeta), • bf.a• 

tory, a0210tbt us capabla of betq srupecl o'bJacttvely. 126 A punly 

hist orical approach ls iacapablo of appnbmadtng .the Olcl Tatamant • 

'l'evolation; ·to do that too thooloat.an auat bave a personal fattb u part 

120cf. Gerhucl von nad's prefaco to Otto Prol:ach, 'i'bao101lle ~ 
Alten 'lestaamts (Guetersloh: c. Bertelatrillml Verloa, c.1950)9 p. v. 

121.11>em1 Cbristua !sC dor Bremapunkc. ia ._ die Strahltm aua ._ 
Alten Testaaent auaaiar:tnlaufcm, von cia die aua dam Hau.ea -■gehen •••• 
Dor Emsat eelbst ms• alGubcm, danit Cllrtstt c .... ca11: dt.arcb I.Im lebaclia 
warden kann." Otto Prokacb, "Ztele und Graaacm dar Exegaao," p. 722. 

122von Rad, .22• cit., p. v. 

123otto Prokacb, Tlleologte doa Alten Teacwata (Guetenlala: c. 
DertelSl:lalln. c. 1950), p. 1. 

124ibid. • p.. 4. -
l25tbid. • P• 7. -
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of bia equipDDllt. 127 Yet tbe tbeoloaun la aot t.mliffant: to tbe lab• 

tory, oluce God tied bllr.eelf to hlacory :ln tbe 1Dcautlm1 l28 che lab• 

tory la "the for.a, ln which tbe cmtant for faith can be appnbanded. 11129 

Prohach chooses his outltwa to flt thla approach. Slac• tbe n•la­

tion came through the history, an account of t11e biatmy of Iar•l'• 

roll3ton is the it.rot portion of tbe book. 130 'lbla la follCIIIMCl b7 a 

oystemetic prcsentatl011 of tba Old Taataent t:hought:-varld; a craea• 

aecticm dt.vidacl 1:Lke Biclarodt'a work, but wltb a differcmt order: God 

c::!ld th world, God and ht& p30ple, God and 1MD. l3l Within tbla ~tlllle 

t>rokacb adopts tho method fa::nlliar fram tha works of Blchrodt, Sellin, 

11.111 «ool11ca-: a hlatorleal, 11cf.cmt:lflc CIOCle of pnaencation. 

Criticism of Prolcech la not to be ell.meted ao much to hla propoaetl 

~thod ac to bis moc1c of ceny:lna out bl.a propoeala, or rather, bl.a 

folluro to do oo.132 Although t>-rokacb bad profeeaed a Cbrlatlu approach, 

Ite did noc c4ffY thla out in tho bod)f of the vcn:t, or mention lt :ln bi■ 

ccncluat.on. 133 'i:bo gap betuecm biatory and ravelatlm la at:Ul felc. ad 

127.!!!,Y., PP• 152. 

128Ibid., p. 16. 

1291bld. I p. 17. 

13011,tcl., p. 18. Cf. the plml of Bduarcl ltGClllig, ■upra, P• 12, 
and Brast SelU.111 •uer•, p. 21, aote 40. 

131Ibld., P• 19. Supra, p. 19, aoce 31. 

132cf. Slmpem, Cuthbert A., "PnfM■or Proucb'■ 'ftlaol!lie du 
Alten 'rost_.1:a,11 AllaU.can TbeoloRical a.wta,, XXKIV (.April, 19Si>," 
PP• 116•122. 

133tbld. , -
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the work remains cm tbo plane of • objective ■twty.134 Aa ■uob a ■twly. 

however, it ia woll•.daaa and valuable; Da,nagaertel rau it wi.tb Cbe 

wozks of !Uchrodr:. Se1U.n, and Koshler u one of 11our II08t uaeful 

too1s.11135 

Altlaougb as yet DO full-acele Thaoloay of tbe Old Te■taiant bu 

ccra fra:a Arthur t-.!oioer. Gcarbard VOD Rad. or Urledrich B11'1118Mrtel, a 

diocuseioa of thair vicwa roprosantu acmD of the moat recent thought in 

Gem.my on the taalt and mstbod of an Old Tut:aDent Tbeolopy Arthur 

Watser objecta 1 firat of all, to a men hiatory of Old Taatamant rell• 

gion ~ 1 tha ground that it fails to bo objective. "To ba objecti-ve la 

t o let t l1e object confront: uo uith ita c,.m unclerataadf.ag of belng.11136 

OD t ~1e o t her hand, ·1etser is equally oppaaed to ayeteaatic tnatmaat of 

Old Tectcmnt thought; tho 01c= Tcactmanf. lmowa ao doctrine of God. for 

this le contrary to ito rlym.mtc view of roallty.137 The theological 

tssk ahould 'bo loft to mmgos!a: 1f thla l■ carried on without t~ impo­

eiticn of extraneouo vicwpolntc ODG will be left With • ■aaaa of tbe 

idaas caaaon to tho totality of tbe Old Te■t-nt. 138 

136:Qf. Bauma•rte11 22• !:!£•. col. 267. 
135 · l!!!a• • col. 266. 

13GArtbur Weiser, 11D:la theolcglache Aufsabe dar alttutamutllcbaa 
tfisaenachaft," in Uerden llDSi WMM aa AIYP XO@teenCP (Beiheft aur 
Zeitschrlft .f!!!; ,sU.!, alttestaaaatlicba Wipaouchaft Nr. 66) 1 edltecl by 
P. Volz, F. Stuamar1 anc1 J. Hempel (Giea■n: Taepelama, 1936), p. 222. 

· 1371blcl.; ·cf. KraeU.na, .22• S!.·, pp. 274f. Cf. al■o Arthur wet■er, 
"Van Verataandnla de■ Altera Teatamanta," Z.it■chrlft ,!!!£ J!!! alttuta• 
mntllcha Wiaaeaachaft, LXI (1145-48), 17•30. 

138Wo1aer, "Die tbeologiacba Aufgabo dar altte■camatllaben Ul■■•n• 
acbaft," pp. 222ft.; cf. r.ruHng, SR• !!!:.•, pp. 2721. 
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Garbarcl VOil Bad advocatu GD approach to tla Old Tut-llt u 

ndemptivo h let:ory (UeUsgaachtchte). Hrttlna ta. 1943, be aanu wlth 

\Jeiaer f.n opposing ayotGlllllt:laat:Lan of Old Tutamant thoupt, but accuau 

Weiser of " liquidatinA" Old Teat-.ent Thoolog by len:Laa it to ...... 

sia.139 A method :la man:!.ngful only if it ia suited to tba •ubJact. ad 

since tl1e Old Testament :ls a vltaase of God'• cantlnulng act• ill biatary, 

t:110 l1istory auot s t and rlghc in the conter of the proraaDtatlm, aach 

core tlum b~ been tho csoe in any Old Teatamant Tbeoloay co data. 140 

.edempt :l.ve 11:i.scory is " a aeries of aventa aet 111 motion by Co4'• word 

end c onotsnt.ly trmasfoniad end led to lta goal by a DIIW word of God. 11141 

'i"!tc Hebrew Creed was a " l1eUgeschicbtllcbea Cndo," a coafu•lon of the 

.::to of God i n past b:1.atm-y.142 At the a- tmo, von R&4 ncogo:l ... 

,:hat t bie approach baa its pr oblems. TbD flrac :L• that the bi.at~ of 

I or.:w1 la by no mans certain; the ■acoad, that thla approach could lead 

toe achene of 1imonnt dovelopam:at caparable to that of Rega!; the 

1:liird . that i t :La cH.fft.cult to fit "unbletorlca111 books like .Jab •• 

Ecclesiaateo into th:la aort of patcem. 14:S Von Bae!'• idea•- to bave 

bad a particularly graac influence on tbe l\mar~c• tbeologf.an, G. Bnut 

W'l'i.&ht, uho adopts the idea of a ncanfaaa:1.oaal recital of the aa:ta of 

Gocl.11144 

139vcm llad, "Grundprol>lGCDB, 11 col. 227. 

1401bid. 

1411bid., cola. 227f. -142__ . 
""Kr•l~,. !1!:. cit., PP• 278f. 

143van Rad~ ... S!.•• cola. 228-30. 

144 Infra, ~p·.- 56. 



' 
39 

Prtedricl1 Baumgaar1:e1. vrltblg 111 1951, al■o adopt■ tbe ldaa of a 

roaecpt:lva;.bistory. but with a 4U:femt ompbal■• l'r• bl■ point af 

vi01)1 tho prophecy-fulfillmmt actuaa la outmoded and 1_..quate, • the 

work of Vt.ocher he.a provoci. IaatGG4 be propoaae that the Old Tutamnt 

is prcmlsaory r a t her t hea prophtitic ln character, and would vr:lta an 014 

Tes t ament ~heology fi:-om t h!a point of vlev.145 

Tho Netherlands 

'fbe sole contribution of the· •~therlanda to modem Old Te■talmlt 

tbeolom, t s the tloofdlljnen ss. Thaologte ~ !!!S ~ Teatwt· of 

Tb . c. Vrie2en, profescor of Old ':estament at the UnivoraitJ' of :'t ~:-d. 

Gr oni113e n . 146 Oppooiag both thca "mummifying proce■a" of abaolutlstaa 

the Old Tast amsnt es God'a t-7md end the oppoaita fault of making it Glily 

'0511s uor d , Vri ozcm ·calls for a " theological Biblical crltici■m, 11 •4 

wiahes i n b is bool: to 'bridge the gap between act.entt.f:lc 014 Taat-■nt 

study a d its use for practical, religtoua prupoaaa.147 Aa l■ indicated 

by t he t i tlo, lloofdU.JnGD, he natrlcta bl■ diacuaalona to matter■ of 

major importance and omito what ho camsiden itmas of purely hl■t:orical 

i ntereac. ills pruentaticm t■ eyatemact.c. reeeml>lina that of Sellin or 

145Baumg•rce1, .!!2• ~-, cola. 258-711 cf. Kr•Uaa, !2.• !!5.·, 
p. 281. 

146.na. c. Vrlezen, Hoofclli,tnen !!!£ neo19:1.a ~ ~!l!e T•cwt 
(HageniD3cm: H. VaGIIIIID & ZOnan, 1949). For the follwina •d1■cua■1oa the 
writer was dopondant on the review of t:bta work by Otto Biasfal dt , Jill· 
achrlft fuer die altteat-..ntl:l.cba Wl■■emcbaft, !XVIII (1956), 221-22, 
and on t~accoii'nt of it in Otto ~laafe·ldt, "Zur N~u-■i~uaa auf d:le 
Biblische 'lhaoJ.ocie 1

11 ZGitacbrift ,!!!!£ ~ alttut-tliche Wta■eucbaft, 
U II (1949•50) • :n2~u. 

147ataefel_.t. "Zur &ewuinmma auf die BiltU.aclla Theoloate." pp. 
312f. 
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Koehler. 140 B:Laafo1clt cbaractoriau the book • a useful .... 1 of 014 

Teata:ant idoaa end as Glmlaat of the va~ latut IIOdan naencb.149 

A mw, enlarged Gditian appeared in 1955, ad traulatloaa :Lnto Ganim 

anu Fnnch m:-a plmmG4.150 

Franco 

'£he only Protootant Ol d Teat-nt Theology in the Franch language 

is t hat 01: B'1aond .Ja=ob 1 wh ich appa,ared in 1955. lSl Jacob's work la a 

syst~tic treatmon't rcml.11i sca11t of that of Sellin or Koohlor. and 1a 

prof acociw:Ltb a defanse of thio mode of presentation. It :la Jacob•• c:an­

tcnr:ton that alreacly within the Old Testament than are theologian■ : tba 

Yehvist, tho Chronicler, tlua writer of Doutoro-Iaaiab. '.i."benfore, int•• 

»~at ion of tho Olcl Testament into a ayatomatlc fraaavork la not aecu■arily 

cio:I.US v tolcn.1cc to itc ccntent.152 'l'be Old 'tutaaant :la aae book •d pn• 

oe.."'lt G onu roliui.on; all its atrancia are aumaecl up in Chriat. 153 It :La 

tm1>0osible to opposo tbo history of Israel's religion to Old T•t-nt 

theology; both are hl&tm::lcal and cla■c:ript:Lva diac:l.pllau, one abolllng 

14&rhe alz chief parts an: "(1) Der Cbarakcer der AT llallgion al■ 
Gemoluchaft des hoili.gen Gotcea 111t dam Maaacben; (2) Gott; (3) Der 
l-lonacll; (4) Der Verkohr von Gott und Mlmsch; (S) Der Vuhabr vaa Haaach 
und Mensch; (6) Gott. ;.reach, uncl eelt 1n Gegawart 1111d ZulwDft. '! l!!Y· , 
p. 313. 

149:m:Lsafeldt, "Ravleu,11 p. 221. 

150a. e. P.owley, Tha Paith of Iaraol: Aapct!., a!,!!!!! Tutwt 
Tl1ought (Lmdan: SCU Pnaa, 19S'if, p. 13. 

151sdmalld .Jacob, 'tbaoloJlie JI!. 1 11mc1a TMtwt (Paria: Delaclla& 
& Bintle. c.1955). 

152Ibld. • P•. 10. 

153.!!!,Y. • P• 11. 
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the var:loty of the h:latory end tha otlulr ita unit~. 154 Duplte bl.a vnta 

about the cent:ral:l.ty of Chr:lat, thou, .Jacob caaa:ldan 014 '?eataat "lbe· 

ology ao a very limited h:lstR:lcal d:lac:lpU.M which doea not deal with 

the queot:lon of valid:lty.15S 

Jmob'a method is to roarraaae tho materlala of a b:latory of nu.­

gion :lnto a systematic acbcma. He purpoaely conf:lDaa ht.aalf to a treat• 

u-.3\'lt o 2 God end h iD relation to the world mad to man, leaving out 014 

'le s t ammlt piety 011d etliics.156 The mat.a aspect of the Old '?eat .... t view 

of Gcc:1 , he asserts, is that ho is a U.vlag God; the two gnat tb11 H are 

tbo pr es once of this living God, and tha action of God. 157 With tb:la 

centr al idea, Jecob :la able to Bf.VG what la perhaps a better account of 

t he mit b ropoaiorphian:o of the Old TeetamDDt than that of other vrU:era. 15& 

'l•10 e:apl o b :lb liogrophiea which Jacm liata reveal bla tboroqh acqualat • 

anco uit h t lte literature i n the field, and :l.ncreaae the value of the 

book • 

.Jccoh 'a work reaemblae cheat of Roehler (wham be quote■ often am1 

apy.-.-av:logly) :l.1 method md &Spi rit. Cr:1t1c1am of it, than, would folle111 

t hat di rected agalnst Koehler.159 The d:laa4vantagea of a ayatamatlc 

154 ll!!!!·, P• 24. 
' 15511 • • • la present ouvrage • • • 11 1 a aull-.nt la preteatioa 

d'etre un •ccmpendium' du valeun penianente ou cbnt:l811DN da l'Aaaien 
'!'estamaot.11 lb:1.cl. • p. 26. 

156tb:Ld. -
lS?"Dlre de Dieu qua c•ataU: un dlau vi.vane, c•4'ta:LI: la nactiGII 

61ementalre et pr:lllord:lale cJe l'bamma davant l'aperieace de la 
pu:laaanca .• • • •11 .!!!.!!!• • P• 29 . 

1581b:Ld., PP• 30ff. -
159supa, pp. 26f. 



42 

treatmcmt bec:C11111 upcc:Lall:, appuenc ill .Jacob'• tnatMDt of the aot'l.aa 

of revelctlon through hl■tory. Bl develop■ tbla idea at•- lengtla,160 

but his achen, of a:,stemat:lzatioa pravanta blm fna canyl11g tbraugh thla 

principle in tho rasc: of the book. tflum anal7Hd, tbe ac.._ of organl.­

zatioa oround the prosanco and action of God turns out to be another way 

of stat::lng ti.le old clivlaion: Theolog, Anthropology, Sotarlology.161 

Old 'Zestam:.tnt 'lheology in the B.aman Catholic Cburc:h 

'ihe thaology of the Ole! •.rast:aieat haa been treated very little bJ 

Rcmen Catholic scbolars, as is the case with Biblical theology la aen­
or21.162 The stata of affalra after World War I, hailM•r, produced a 

reacl:ion in tlte llOiJll3n ct1urch parallel to that la the Proteataat churc:bN.163 

! n 1943 Pope Pius Xll iecued t:he e~yc:Hcal "Div:i.ne afflante Splritu,11 

i n wh:ic II be encouraged Biblical stu4l.ea I uklng that priallry att81ltiaa 

be given not to historical, atchaeoloaical, ad pbt.loloalcal utten, 

l60zbld., PP• 149•63. 

1611.'art one of .Jacob's book, "Lea •pact■ cbara:tcarietlqua due Dleu 
de l'ADcien T•t-t,11- ta 'l'beolciay proper; part cvo. "L'Aatlm du Dia 
de l'Ancien TeaC811811t,11 iacludae the aatun ad dutilly of 1111111 (Anthro­
pology), and part tbreo, "Contostaticm et trlampbe final cle l'actlm de 
Dieu," covers what ta uoually covered uac18r Sota:rlology. 

162yan Imscboot, P. 1 'l'lmol91le f!_ 1:1Aacion Tutament (Tourna:I., 
Bolotum: Due lea, 1'54), 1, vu. 

163.'Tbe treads la Ram Catbol:lc tbaology, lib tbaae which· we are 
to see la Protoatant and Orthodox tbaology, obvlouoly nflectecl an.,.__ 
aeaa of the parloua state of ti. world a4 upacially of Westen civtli• 
aatlon as revealed b:, the war• amt revolutlau of tba eta,-." Latourette, 
22• sll.• , P• 1362. 
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but to thca theological content of tba varloua baoka.164 Tbe &dlllaaltlon 

of the Pope to act,olara that they ahould 11conflna tha Chrlatt.an dactrlma 

by aant ences from tho Sacred Bool:.a and f.lluatrata it 'by outata:adlng 

m;amplas from sacred b:1storyt•165 baa been heeded by tum llamlln Catholio 

scbolan '8110 have produced full•scala Old Testament 'lheologlu. 

Tho "rheoloa ia B:Lb l:i.ca of P . Ceuppeu, • Lati n work CCM1riag the 

ent i re Dible in four volUlilea, la not a Biblical tbeolOQY in tba ordinary 

sonca of the hrm, but ratbQr an attempt at eatabliahing the cloctrlaea 

of t ho chuR b from t he Scripturea . 166 Followias quite l iterally tlw 

u s t ruet1ono of t he 2opc, t:ho autbor seta himself the task of "af.41.ng 

the p~of~scor of dogmatic theology la eatablishillg tha scriptural bui■ 

of b f. t heaea ,11 and tu doing so follows the order of ·tho Suama of St • 

• Cla:3G ~ quioas. 16 7 

The Tluaology of Paul Hcliu lscb, flrat pubU.abad in 1952 • part of 

t t1 ncrnnor Bibel, 160 bears a 11111Cb closer naellbla:acca to Protutat works 

of tho aodarn pcr1od. Bncouragacl b,- the papal encyclical oa Bible 

164P:l.us XII, 11Div1Bo afflmte Spl-.rltu," printed 111 traulatim 111 
'lhoolpay g! JS!!! Old Toataaant, by Paul Hailliach, edil:ad ad trwlatecl 
by a . Heidt (Collopvllle, ?-U.maeooca: Lituqlcal Pru•. c.1955). PP• 
431•55. 

165Ibtd., p. 451 

166p. Ceuppena" 'l'beolo;ia Biblica (na.: Harlatti, 1938) • 4 ,,.,... 
The writer was dependenc for iafcmatlaa abaut tbi■ book on tbe nvta 
by Stat.ala■ L~t, BlbHca, XIKVIl (1956), 490•94. 

1671,yo1met, .!I!• !!!!.• 1 p. 490. 

168paul Heialach, Tbaol~ of &ha Old Teatamant, traulated fr• 
the German 'by tUlllm ilaldt eotiisivliio;' H!aneaota: Lituralcal Pre■■ , 
c. 1955), P• vl. 


