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ability to find witness to Christ, the 0ld Testement is a closed book,
and of minimizing the significance of the actual historical content of
the 01d Testament and meking of it a "wax noce"®8 to be twisted to fit
the theologian's taste.®? vischer's treatment does not reckon with the
before and efter of the history of salvation; the distinction between
Old and Wew Testoments is glossed over. Portcous comments, "Vischer
scarcely does justice to the fact cthat Christ did eoln.“mo Despite

the value of Vischer's book at the time it was writtem, then, it has
generally been felt to be a return to & position which historical criti-
cism has made untenable, rather than a contribution o & modern approach

to Old Testament Theology.
A vork in many ways cimilar to that of Vischer is the Biblische

Iheologia des Alten Tegtements of a father and som teau, Wilhela and

eiler of Kayserzberg'c term for what medieval theologians made
of the Bible (mascus cereus, waechserni Nas). Jacob, op. ecit., p. 13.

9%ochler's criticism is severe but justcified: "Viecher macht aus
den ganzen Alten Tegtement eine fortleufende Welssagung auv€ Christus
hin. Das ist folgerichtig, und es ist bequem. Penn wer im ganzen
Altcn Testament nichts als immer wieder die Welssagung auf Curistus
behauptet, der braucht zur ecinzelnen Stelle ger mnichte zZu tun, um zZuv
zeigen, dasz auch hier Woeissagung vorliege. Dic generale Behauptung
ergpart elle Muehe,.. . . man lese nur bei Vischer, dem es weder an
Kenntunis der Literatur noch en Kungt der feinsinnigen Eezichung faohlt,
aach, was dann alles Weissogunpg ist. Man wird leicht crkeamnen, dass
auch da, so Vischer e¢s nicht sagt, sich nach diesem Verfahren Weissa-
gung f£inden lacszt, wenn men nur 60 bezichungsgewandt ist wie or.”
Koehler, "Vorfragen,” p. 26l.

10050 t00us, op. cit., p. 337.




32

Hens Moeller.10! wilhelm Moeller, the father, who is respomsible for
the bulk of the work,1%2 gtonds far outside the mainstreem of modsrn 01d
Tectament scholavzhip and is the author of a defense of the Mosaic
authorship of the whole Pentateuch, 103 louller agrees with Vischer in
wanting a Christo-centric interpretation, but chides Vischer for his
uncencern with the objective nistory of the 01d Testament. %% Thus
Hoeller actually lays far more stress on the verbal inspiration of the
01d Testament than on its Christocentricity. 105 e does not feel that
it is necessary to prove again the ervor of the criticel view of the
0Old Testament, “since this has been taken care of by earlier works of

ocurs and can bae eccnpidered as behiud us,”™ 166 yat a large portion of the

book ic devoted to a polemic ageinst the eritics. 107

1014 1holm and Gans Mooller, Biblische Theolsgie des Alten Testa-
ments in heilszeschichtlicher Bantwicklung {Zwickeu: Johannes Herrmann,
1938 ). In the following analysis of Moeller's work, the writer was
compellicd to male an almost complotely independent study, sinmce the work
is not mentioned in the suzveys of Porteous, Smart, and iKrasling, and
receives only passing notice in Hahn, Hakn, op. eit., p. 248.

i02y0e1ier, op. git., p. 2.

103yse11er, Einbeit und Echtheit der fuenf Buccher Moses, cited by
3-2051132. 22- .e_i__t-’ Fo 2-

104¢p3d., p. 14.

msi‘.bi.d.. P. & and passim,
196,

"Wir brauchen im allgemeinen keine Augeingndersetzungen mit der
Kricik zu goben, dserfen das alles vielmehr als durch frushere Arbeiten
von unserer Seite erledigt und hinter uns liegend amsehea.® Ibid., p. 28.

1%7zven to Th. Laetech, who otherwise is very appreciative of
Moeller's boolk, it seeme that perhaps he lays “Eu viel Gewicht auf die
tiiderlegung der Bibelkritiker und somderlich ihver Quellemscheidung.™
“h. Lactsch, "Review of loeller's Biblische Theologie des Alten Teste-
wents,” Concordia Theological lMomthly, IX (June, 1938), 473.
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In the body of the book, liceller follows the history and mekes it
the point of departure for his theological comment, as Vischer had done.
At the end he supplies an outline with referemces back to the historical
section, for thosce who wish Co construct a systematic treatment, 108

Though loeller's plan for a theology is interesting and in gome
ways anticipates the idess of G, E. wughn,“” he cannot be said to
have made a substontial contribution to modern 0ld Testament Theology.
tMogller's refutetion of criticism does not hold up.uo and the atctempt
ac it leads him into immodezate Imgusgelu and a laxentable anti-

Semitism, 212 o attempt is wmade to understand the concerns end results

msl-fceucr, op. git., p. 521-27.

109
“Infxa, p. .56.,

110, M-

Yor exemple, his use of scattered quotaticns f£rom scientista
with scme appreciacicn for Cenesic can havdly be considered a refuta-
tion of the evolutionary hypothesls. DlMoeller, op. cit., pp. 37-40.

111“. . o Ger Quellentheorie, die vom Anfang bisg =u Ende ein gros=
zer wisgenschaftlich-unwissenschaftlicher Unfug ist, der groesaten
Schaden nach jeder Seite hin gestiftet hat, von uns aber gls Phantasie

eatlarvt ist.¥ Ibid., p. &43. Cunkel's theories are a "Wust," Ibid., p. 30

112“!!13: moechte ich aber nun auch noch guf die Vermutung hinweisen,
dasz die ganze alttestamentliche Kritik vom Judentum hez, wie ich glaube,
tiefste Impulse ewpfangen hat." ibid., p. 514. ‘'dAptruc war nicht nur
ein hoechst unzuverlaessiger Charakter, sondern er hatte juedisches Blut
in seinen Adeem." Ibid., p. 515. "o cersetzende Dibelkritik auch
gerade auf dem Gebiete des Alten Tegtaments sich findet, pruefe man also
einmal nach, ob nicht bewusst oder unbewusst juedische Einfluesze und
interessen und juedische Eigenart im iintergrumnd oder im Ausgangspunkt
standen, und ob also auch diesc zerstoerende Arbeit an der Bibel micht
allenthalben im €eist und in dor Richtung gerade des alles =ersetzaenden
juediechen Ceistes liegt, und ob nicht das der asllergroeszte Schade
waere, wenn der juedische Einflussz, nachdem er sonst in unserem Volk zum
Glueck gebrochen ist, sich auf diesem Gebiat noch unheilvoll auswirken
duerfte." Ibid., p. S517. It ic to be recalled that these words were
written in Germany in 1938.
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of 01d Tectament scholarship; apeaking of the investigation of the
sources of Cenesis chapter one, loeller says, "Every critical word and
every doubting investigation of it would be blasphemy, unbelief, and
batrayal of onecself and of holy t.hi.nss.“us Despite his plan, dogmatic
categorles crowd into the work, 134 and hie tendency always to £ind the
New Testomont meaning in the Old Testament, at times leading to a pra-

ponderence of New Testament citations over Old,ns obacures the differ=

ence betweon the Taa’:a::n:mt:o,lz"6 and it is not without justification that ‘
Moeller has been called "iHengstenberg redivivus 217 gue work seems to

have had no discernible influence on aeny other writer in the f£ield of

0ld Testazmant Thoolopy. 118

In 1925 Otto Proksch had outlined a program for an Gld Tesiament

Thcalo;;y,llg and throughout his caveer as a professor, he lectured on

113“.]’&:!95 kritiesche Wort und jedor zweifelndz Ercerterung daruchber
waere Blasphemie, Ungleube, und Yerrat der eigemen Sache und des Heilig-
tums.” 1Ibid., p. &4l.

1151634, , p.c69. Thirtcen Hew Testament verses about the Fall are
¢ited; six Cld Tegstament references.

116c¢, nic treatment of tha hope of the patriavchs. Ibid., p. 154.

“7uengsteuberg was a nincteenth ceatury author of a Christology of
the Old Testement, and a dofender of orthodoxy. IMNMosller enjoys the titla. \
Ibi.d-. Pe 483.

18w writer was unable to discover eny reference to it in any of
the Theologies surveyed. liceller seems to have amticipated this: *aAber
weil die Alttestamentler nicht hinhoeren und asch nicht wissen wollen,
wes man sagt, erachte ich jedes Wort an diese Wissenschaft gesprochen
ale in den Wind geredec.” Ibid.

1190!::9 Proksch, "Ziele und Gremzen der Exegese,™ Neus Kirchliche
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the subject.l20 prom the begimming, his cmphasis was ca a Christo-cen-
tric approach; the cxegete must believe in order to be equal to his ion
task, 121

in 1942 he submitted his theology for publication; due to the war,
it was not published until 1950, after the author's death.l22 1n his
incroduction, Proksch stresses ageinm the neceseity of a Christo-centric
approach; for him “All theology is t.':hri.atc:l.c:gy."l23 Chrict stands in
the center of the system of coordinates of history. 124 yoe despite
the ali~-importance of Chrict for thaology, the Old Testsment does not
decvease in iwmportance. Christ ic inseparable frem the Old Testament;
", . . @r atmet in alttostesentlicher Luft."!23 The 01d Testement is
both revelation (apokalypsis) and menifestation (phanerosis), or his-
tory, something capable of being grasped objectively. 126 4 purely
historical approach is incapable of apprebonding the 014 Testament as

revelation; to ¢o that the theologian must have a personal faith as part

120¢e. Gerbard ven Red's preface to Otto Proksch, Theologie des
Alten Testomeonts (Guetersioh: C. Bertelsmsan Verlag, c¢.1950), p. v.

12lupenn Christus ist der Brennpunkt, in dem die Strahlen aus dem
Alten Testament zusameonleufen, von dem die sus dem Heuven asusgehen, . . .
Dor Excget selbst musz gleubon, damit Christi Cestalt durch ihn lebendig
worden kann,” Otto Prokech, "Ziele uné Grenzon der Exegese,” p. 722.

i22yon Rad, OPe Sitey Ps Ve

123g:t0 Proksch, Theologie des Alten Testaments (Guetersloh: C.
Bertelsmann, c. 1950), p. 1.

I%Ibld.. P. Go
1257pia., p. 7.
1261p44., p. 15.
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of his equipment.’?’ Yet the theologien is mot indifferent to the his=
tory, oince God tied himself to history in the Incarnation,l2® the hise
tory 1o “the form, im which the content for faith can be apprehended,"12®

Proksch chooses his outline to £it this approach. Since the revela-
tion came through the history, an account of the history of Israel's
raligion is the fivet portion of the bock.130 This s followed by a
systematic presentation of tie 0ld Testament thought-world; a cross-
gection dividad like Eichrodt's work, but with a differant order: God
ené the world, God and his paople, God and man. 23! yithin this outline
Proksch adopts the method familiar from the works of Eichwodt, Sellin,
and Koshler: e historical, scieatific mode of presentaticn.

Criticism of Proksch ic not to be directed so much to his proposed
mathod as to his mode of cerrying out his propoeals, or rathar, his
failure te do so.ua Althocugh Proksch bad professed & Christian approach,
e did not carry this out in the body of the weork, or mention it in his

conclusion, 33 The gep betuween history and revelation is still felt, and

127 101d., pp. 1S€.
128ypid., p. 16.
1291p4d., p. 17.

13031,3d., p. 18. Cf. the plan of Eduard Keenig, supra, p. 12,
and Ernst Sellin, supra, p. 21, note 40.

1317p34., p. 19. Supra, p. 19, mote 31.
132p¢, gimpson, Cuthbert 4., “Professor Proksch's Theologie des

Alten Testements,” Anglican Theological Review, IMXIV (April, 1952),

Ppo 116-122'
133334, ,
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the work remains on the plane of an objective study. 135 A guch a astudy,
howaver, it is well-dons and valushle; Baumgaertel ranks it with the
works of EBichredt, Sellin, and Koahler se one of “"ocur most useful
tools." 135

Although as yet no fullescale Theology of the Old Testement has
ceme from Arthur Weiser, Gerhard ven Rad, or Priedrich Baumgaertel, a
discussion of thoir views reprosente some of the most recent thought ia
Cermany on the tashk and method of an Old Testament Theoloyv  Arthur
Weiser objacts, firvst of all, to a mere history of 01@ Testament roli-
gion on the ground that it £ails co be objective. “To be objective is
to let the object confront us with its own understanding of betng.“n“
Cn the other hand, Weiser ie equally oppcsed to systematic treatmant of
01d Tegtament thought; the 01d Testement kaows no doctrine of Cod, for
this iz contrary to ite dyramic view of reality. 137 pe theological
task should be lefe to exegesis; if this is carried on without the impo-
giticn cf extraneous vicwpoints one will be left wich a semse of the

ideas coumon to the totality of the 0Old Testament, 138

1340¢. pavmgeertel, op. cit., col. 267.

135114, , col. 266.

136&:1:[:;\: Weiser, “Die theolcgische Aufgabe der slttestameatlichen
Wissenschafe,” in Werden und Wegen des Alten JTestamants (Beiheft zur
Zeitschrift fuer die glttestamentiiche Wissenschaft Wr. €6), edited by
P, Volz, F. Stummer, and J. Hempel (Glessen: Toepelmann, 1936), p. 222.

'137Ibi.d.; cf. Kraeling, op. cit., pp. 274f. C£. also Arthur Weiser,
“Vom Verstaendnis des Alten Teestaments,” Zeitschrift fuer die alttesta-
mentliche Wissenschafe, IXT (1945-48), 17=-30.

13%1591', "Die theologische Aufgabe der alttestamentlichen iissen-
schafe,” pp. 222££.; cf. Kracling, op. cit., pp. 272f.
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CGerhard von Rad advocates an approach to tle 01d Tesgtament as

redemptive history (HLeilsgeschichte). Writing in 1943, he sgrees with

e E

Veiser in opposing systematization of 01d Testament thought, but accuses
Welgser of “liquidating™ Old Testament Theology by leaving it to exage-
616.13?2 A methed is meaningful only if it is suited to the subjecz, and
since the 0ld Testament ic ¢ witness of Cod's continuing acts im history,
the history must stand vight in the conter of the presentation, much
move than has been tho cape in any 01d Testament Theology to dats, 140
Redemptive history is "a series of eveants set in motion by God's word
end eonstantly transformed and led to its goal by a new word of God, 141
The Hebrew Creeé was a “heilgeschichtliches Credo,”" a confession of the
czts of Cod in past history. 132 At the same timo, von Red recognizes
that this approach has its problems. The first is that the history of
Israsi is by no weans certaing the second, thet this approech could lead
to e scheme cf immauent developmeat comparable to that of Hegel; the
thivd, that it is difficult to £it "unhistorical” beooks iike Job and
Eeclesilasces into this sort of patterm. 143 yon Red's ideas seem to have
had a particulerly greet influence on the imericanm theologian, G. Ernmest
Wright, who adopts the idea of a “confessional recital of the acts of

Cog." 144

13%y0n Rad, "Crundprobleme,” col. 227.

10,414,

1410414, , cols. 227€.

142, veoling, op: git., pp. 278£.

¥3yon Rad, op. cit., cols, 228-30.

m}m' ipe 56.
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Friedrich Baumgaertel, writing in 1951, also adopts the idea of a
redemptiverhistory, but with a different emphasis. From his point of

view the prophecy-fulfillment scheme is outwoded end inadequate, as the
work of Vischer hes proved. Inscead he proposés that the 0ld Testazent
is promissory rather thea prophetic in character, and would write au 01d

Testoment Theology from this poiat of view. 165
The Netheorlands

the sole contributicn of the Fetherlands to moderm Old Testamant
theology ie the Hoofdlijnen dor Theologie van het Cude Testament of
The €, Vriezen, profescor of 01ld Testament at the University of itrwis
Groningen. 146 Cpposing both the "mumnifying process" of absolutizing
the Old Testament as God's Word end the opposite fault of making it ouly
naa's word, Vriezen calls £or & “cheological Biblical criticism," and
wighes in his bookt to Lridge che gep between scientific Old Testament
study and its use for practical, religious pruposes.l®’ as is indicated
by the title, Hoofdlijnen, he vestricts his discussions to matters of
major importance and omite what he considers items of purely historical

interest. ilis presentation is eystemetic, vesembling that of Sellin or

1“‘:-’Bamagaearl:e1., op. ecit., cols. 258-713 ¢f. Kraeling, op. eit.,
B. 281,

1467w, ¢, Vriezen, Hoofdlijnen der Theologie van het: Ouda Tegtament
(Wageningen: H. Veeman & Zomen, 194S), For the fcllowing discussion the
writer was dependant on the review of this work by Otto Eissfeldt, Zeit-
gchrift fuer alttestamentliche Wissenschafe, LXVIII (1956), 221-22,
and on the account of it in Otto Eissfeldt, "Zur Neubesimnung auf die
Biblische Theologie,” Zeitschrift fuer die alttestamentliche Wisseunschaft,
LXIT (1949-50), 312-13. R S =

1475 0a¢eldt, “Zur Neubesinmung suf die Biblische Theologie,” pp.
312¢,
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Keehler. 1"9 Eissfeldt characterizes the book as a uscful manual of Old
Testement ideas and as abreast of the very latest modern research.l49
A new, enlarged edition appeered im 1955, and translations into Cerman

and French are piam:ad.lso
France

‘The only Pré“..estant 01léd Testement Theology in the French language
is tha:c of Edmond Jacob, which appeared im 1955.131 Jacob's work is a
systematic treatmont reminiccent of that of Sellin or Koshler, and is
prefaced with a defence of this mode of presentation. It is Jacob's con-
tention that alrveady within the 0ld Testament there are theologians: the
Yahvist, the Chronicler, the writer of Deutero-Isziah. Therefore, inte-
gration of the Old Testament into a systomatic framework is not necessarily
deing violence to its content. 32 The 0ld Testament is one book and pre=-
geats one religiony all its strands are suzmed up in Chri.el:.153 it is
impossible to oppose the history of Israel's religion to Old Testement

theology; both avre historical and descriptive disciplines, one showing

148phe gix chief parts are: (1) Per Charakter der AT Religiocn als
Cemeinschaft des heiligen Cottes mit dem Menschen; (2) Cott; (3) Der
Mengeh; (&) Der Verkehr von Cott und Memsch; (5) Der Verkehr von Mensch
und Menselhs (6) Cott, lMensch, und Welt in Cegenwart und Zukunft.¥ 1Ibid.,
p. 313,

l"""f’ﬂ-.l.:sfelmll:, "Review,” p. 221,

150y, g, Rowley, The Paith of Isrsel: Aspects of Old Testsment
Thoupht (Lomdon: SCH Press, 1956), p. i5.

151ganond Jeceb, Theologie de 1'incien Testament (Paris: Delachaux
& Wiestld, c.1955).

152yp3d,, p. 20.
lsal.bido. Po il.
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the variety of the history and the other its unity.l5% pegpite his words
ebout the centvelity of Christ, then, Jacob comsiders Old Testement The-
ology ac a very limited hictorical discipline which does not deal with
the question of validity. 155

Jacob's wmethod is to rearrvamge the materials of a history of reli-
gion into a systematic schema, He purposely confines himself to a treat-
mant of CGod and his relation to the world and to memn, leaving out 0ld
Testausut piecty and ethics.23® The main aspect of the Old Testament view
of Cod, he asserts, ls that he is a living CGod; the two great themes are
the presemce of this living Cod, and the action of God.'37 With this
central idea, Jacob is &ble to give what is perhaps & better account of
the anthropomorphisns of the 0ld Testament than that of other wri.l:crl.lsa
The smple bibliographies which Jacob lists veveal his thorough acquaint-
ance with the literatere in the field, and increase the valuse of the
book.

Jocob's work resembles that of RKoechler (whom ha quotes cftem and
approvingly) iz method and spiric., Criticism of 1t, then, would follow

that directed against Koehler.35? The disadventages of a systematic

158:p1a., p. 26.

155¢, , . le preseat cuvrage . . . n'a nullement la pretenticn
d'étre un ‘compendium' des valeurs pormanents cu chretiennes de 1'Ancien
Testement."” Ibid., p. 26.

156014,

57upire de Dieu que e'dtait un dieu vivaat, c'était la réaction
S1émentairve et primordiele de 1'homme devant 1'expdrience de la

puissance . o « o _!b_‘_-_d_c s Pe 29.
1581p3d., pp. 30££.
1595“25 8 PP- 26£ 0
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trcatmont become ecpeclally apparent in Jacob's treatment of the notion
of revelation through histery. He davelops this idee at some hngt.h.lw
but hiec scheme of systematizatiom prevents him from carrying through this
principile in the rest of the book. When analyzed, the scheme of organi-
zation around the presence and actiom of Cod turns out to be enother way

of stating che old division: Theolozy, Anthropology, suari.ology.lu

Old Testament Theology in the Roman Catholic Chuzeh

The theology of the 01d Testament has been treated very little by
Reman Catholic scholare, as is the case with Biblical theology im gene-
eral.l62 the gtate of affeirs after World War I, however, produced a
reaction in the Noman church parallel to that in the Protestant churches 163
In 1943 Pope Pilus XII ipsued the encyclical "Divive afflante Spiritu,™
in which he encouraged Biblical studies, asking that primsry attemtion

ke given not to historical, archacologicel, and philological matters,

18607p1d., pp. 149-63.

i6lpare one of Jacob's book, "Les aspects characteristiques due Dieu
de l'Ancien Testament," is Theology proper; part two, "L'Action du Dieu
de 1l'Ancien Testament,’’ includes the nature and destiny of man (Authro-
pology), and part threc, "Contostation et tricmphe £inal de l'action de
Pieu,” covers wvhat is uvsually covered under Soteriology.

162yan Tmschoot, P., Theologie de 1'Ancien Testement (Tournai,
Belgium: Desclee, 1954), 1, vii,

163v7he trends in Romam Catholic theology, like those which we ave
to see in Protaestant and Orthodox theology, obvicusly reflected an sware-
pess of the parlous state of the world and especially of testern civili-
zation as revealed by the wars and revolutions of tha day."” Latourette,
op. cit., p. 1362.
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but to the theological content of the variocus books. 164 The admonition

of the Pope to scholars that they should "confirm the Christian doctrine
by sentences from the Sacred Dooks and illugtrate it by outstanding
cxamples £rom secred hiscory™ %5 has been heeded by three Roman Catholic
scholavs who have produced full-gcale Old Testament Theologies.

The Theologia Biblica of F. Ceuppens, a Latin work covering the
entira Bible in four volumes, is not @ Biblical theology im the ordinary
sence of the cerm, but rather em attempt at establishing the doctrines
of the church f£reom the Sctipturas.m" Following quite literally the
ingtructions of the Pope, the auchor sets himself the task of "aiding
the profescor of dogmatic thenlogy in establishing the scriptural basis
of his theses,” and in doing so follows the ovder of the Summe of St.
Thomas 1'-.q:.\i.n;as.1f"'7

The Theology of Paul ileiniseh, firvst published in 1952 as part of
the Baozagr Bibel, 168 poars a wuch closer resewblance to Protestant works

of the wodern period. Encouraged by the papel eancyclical on Bible

16:'.?1“ XiX, "Divino afflante Spiritu,” primted in translation in

Theology of the Old Testoment, by Paul fHeinisch, edited and translated
by 4. Heidt (Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical Press, ¢.1955), pp.
431-55.

165134, p. 451

1661?. Ceuppens, Theologia Biblica (Rome: Marietti, 1938), & vels.
The writer was dependent for information about this bock om the review

by Stanislas Lyounet, Biblica, XMXVII (1956), 490-9&.

1671 yonnet, op. cit., p. 490.

168,_,‘“1 Heiaisch, Theol of the 0l1d Testament, tranglated from
the Cerman by William Heidt (Collegeville, Minmesota: Liturgical Press,
c. 1955), p. vi.



