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foranticn ef the Mincdez,-? én everlastin: peorle was 

founded throush 4brahem ond hin éescendarts, ‘This cne 

Promise of the Xin«denm of Ged and tue foraation cf 2 people 

was etornally operntive and irrevocable in Hebrey thoucht.-” 
fhe offireetion of Genesle is that Abrpahos and his posterity 

were God's people, not for their ow asiro, but fer the 

sake of the notions.” This prozise of Ged to found = 
Peopls throuch whem iio could carry out His cursose is 

Posie to the Cid Tostazent.3T 

_ ahech uged tne covenant te Zora pecnle, In ancient : 

history a cnvens:t was a bend of peace formed by two Senitic j 

tribes, isch resnsoted the ponsoosions of the other. Tho 

tua triben intersarried andi tradcé. To insure tho p-ct 

oz mitual allicnes 2. covenant wes concluded. n ancient 

ritual cous inte being, and esoh group partock of a ccmncn 

cserifieicl mscl, £t the catinr exch tribs bectze partici- 

pents in ©. commen lifo exd a livin: bond of unien war ; 

forner betwcen the two tribes, ‘Tho tribes sre brothers 

ami not spemles, 411 of this wor accoaplicno!® throuch the 
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ancient ecvernt.>” 

Yobweh established a onvanent relationship vith Isrcel, 

The national covenont wes first ontobliched with Hoses at 

‘cunt Gina. Threugh ths covanant the Hobroy people became 
tas property ond inheritance of Ychueh, Te concspt of 

Mahuek ac King ond as Hester rovulrod the people te te 

seporste from oil other peeples, for the liebrey ncople 

belsnced. in 2 special censo te Yehvok,-9 

fhe covenint plotures Yahweh as Eing, end Isornel soa 

iis pooples Meahwoh us Fether, and Iereel as His oon: Yehyoh 

ac © Busbond, and larnol oc His wife; Yahwoh ao Lord and 

Tereel sa le cervant.40 cris cives a feirly zood indication 

of tha yrelstionsbip betucon the action ond Yehweb. It 

ai BavGr & cevonant of sutual squelity but olwys one in 

which the sesple wera subservient to Yehwek, In short, , 

Yehweh chose Icracl boesuce lie willed to ckoose them out 

of <reco, Yehueh chose Israel cut cf His cuz, free, 

unfottercd ang ecverolen will cond for no othnor epparcnt 

ronson. In no wny c1é Israel merit Yekwoh'a choice or _ 
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Eis oovencnt,. 

Cho cf tho main renuircsents of the covenent was thet | 

the Old Tcatemcrt saints hed to be richtecus, hie consiletod 

in having, o true heart and on upricht attitude towrdes the 

Goventnt ond en kencst endesvor to walk scccoréins to its 

principles, 42 

Phe covemunt ums mide wlth the notion as & whole and 

not prizerily with individucls, The inéiviéuels ck=ired the ] 

benefit of the covenant as’ mcmbers of tno nation, The 

Peeples recarded the motion an a unity thst un subfect to 

Yehuoh throuch the eovonent.“7 
im prectienlL clreugstences thi cevencnt cateblished 

@ brotherksed amon: the people of the mation, 411 woro 

equsily umor the covenant and unicr Yahweh. All wore : 

equcliy posponnible, ond ali were to coare caucily in th? f 

Hinder, Thus, tho covenant festercd the creuth of follow. 

shiz ond cemamion and Loyalty te one another smcns the j 

Iareelites.“* 4 

It was belloved, aceording to X. Weléner, that those 

of the covensnt pecpic who hed wclloem celenp woul? be 

delivered and rostored to the Zinedom cf God, How ws not 

Fe et 
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Glorrly imowm, fcr the hope of a rocurresticn appears te 

have been very vacuc in carly Ieraclite bistory. Wevere 

Sheleca, ccue hone of o restoration of the covensnt pecple 

Was evident at on onrly deto.45 whet this hope of rss- 

terction consisted of io inposelble to cotermine oxactly, 

iventusliy Israel rsceived the cenviotion ond the 

desire to bring oll men into the fold of Zchwoh,“* Isrcol 
believed tint only thea sovennnt people osuld introduce 

tho hee'then. ‘> Yabwoh's sinzdens *! As @ result oiceionary 

activity wee omurred by the feollog tht only the covencent 

pecsla could actuclly do the nonesrary =Lasicnary wore, “9 

Eshyveh detormined te accomplish the curnoses of tke 

‘eovencnt threugh the ramoant. dod determined that the 

scvenont botwoen [iim ani Inrnol shoulé never be ultinstely 

end Tinelly brozen, The eovensnt waa to aurvive, but 1% 

une te, survive only with the amollost rement,49 “any of 

the prophets differenticted botweon the untion of Isreel 

ené the opiritual kernel of tho nation oftera oclled the 

remont. Only tho truly ricntecus in Iercel constituted 
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the truo Iorsel”™” (Toninh 10:20-22, Mosh 2:12, Zophoniah 
2:7, 3:15, Tool 2:32, Zechariah 4:6). “n a ramult it was 

teught, ossecinlly by Iseich, thet Ychweh would not prozerve 

the state, but that Yehweh would work His purnose threuch . 

the remant viich He would save and: olect.-! Isniah fora= 
ulsted the ecneept of on “ggglasin invisibilis." This 

"esclesie” consisted of n omell ecmmmity united by the 

fellowship of faith, sound tozathor by faith in the divine 

Work, oni Gicnssoolntec from all nctional forms snd soin- 

tainod without tho oxerciso of ritucl servicea.== 

LOaieh orenkesiead that tho nation would be pursed by 

firc.. “ clesn people was to ozmerne. Thies purced people 

Woule exko up the rement, ite felt that in the nation 

thers wis 2 cod seed thet Yahweh could rulo once it was 

soramited freu the chaff of the netion5> (Issich 4:2-4, 

16920-22), Isiah thoucht that only the remnsnt whe nd 

been humiliated and who hed been purzed from sin, end whs 

hed Loarned to obsy Yahwoh could enter tue Kingéom of Cod. 
The -ers of the now Iormel, ths true Israel, tho 

Spirhtusl Isracl lics in the prophecios cf Isaich, He 
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ooid that there wore o faithful few end a sirful sajority. 

Yabwoh ruled in cercy only over the true Israel.9- Iscioh 

believed that from this remnant there would cane 1 future 

Erinoo uho would establish the Eincdo: of Ged.>5 Tus the 
hope crystelized and slowly began to teke chopo. Actusliy, 

Tasiek cusenderod a mighty faith, Tho future Frince was 

not te come from a preud notion but from a beaten, afflictcé 

noticn, Thia iden also cczuscd trouble, for some beran 

te think thet Jorusnlom could never bo destroyoé, ond 

Judeh oxpectec every carthly kini: to be the Hesnich ce 2 

romlt of a misconception of Iscieh's words.’ ‘This error 

hed to be ecrroctod,. fzien uss one of the chile? sronhats 

whe prenehed to the psenls ané tricd to reactivate. the 

covenmnt, Amen insisted cn en intinsic rolcticnship betwoon 

Yehuch and the people. The people were partacrs in tho ; 

covenant, but 4moc teld the pocple tket they Ead felled 

and that the covonsnt relationship hed enced.” Host. 

critics fcel that Isnich feliowed 4mes with his ocncoption 

of the remnant, ond thet the nesree cf aces was usec 

in rctrospect te onmbat the misteken beliof sc te what 

the rampant conolated of in the thieucki of the Hebrew 

=TThid., De Me, ; aaa sues 

sede, “PDs 85-26. 
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