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women to speak in the church.11 

Paul also writes, 

Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. 
But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp author­
ity over the man, but to be in silence.12 

There 1 s evidence tha.t these passages from Paul have 

been used to withhold privileges from women which Paul does 

not withhold.13 Both of these passages speak of women 1n 

relation to man in the Church and do not state a flat rule 

for any other situation. Teaching and speaking by women are 

not forbidden except wh"n by euch teaobing, woman would ex­

ercise dominion or authority over man. Therefore Paul also 

commands women to be ,.teacher!!! or good thinea."14 

Wherever the Gospel was preached, women were serving in 

a very positive role as helper. Jesus Himself began the 

practice of accepting the help and ministry of women while 

He was teaching on earth. Women went with Him ministering 

unto Him. 15 Rev. J. Franklin Yount refers to these women 

who helped Jesus aa "The Lord's Ladies Aid" because of' the 

type of' work that they did.16 Paul also used the service or 

111 C . or. 14: 33-35 • 
12

1 ~im. 2:11-13. 
1 ... 

~"Women Praying in Meetings," Concordia Historical In-
stitute QuartElrly, XVIII (April, 19115}, lJ. AI~o, A. C. 
§tellhorn, "J. c. w. Lindeman," Ibid., XIV (October, 1941), 86. 

1~Tit. 2:3. 
15tuke 6:23. 
16J. Franklin Yount, "Th• Lord•s Ladies Aid,n !h!. Luth-
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women 1n many ways. 

The women of the early Christian Churches, while care­
t'ully obBerving the restrictione placed upon them by the 
Lord, nevertheles~ did their share in serving , so that 
soma of th0m are highly commended .for their consecrated 
servioe.17 - · 

Pr1se11J.n, with her husband ~.quila, taught the Gospel to 

Apollos and laid down hAr neck t'or Paul's sake. 18 Phoebe was 

d 10 a eac:cmo s s wh o s e rved a.a Paul's messenger. ' Lydi a aided 

h 20 21 im at Philippi. Paul also mentions F.uodias and Syntyche, 

22 23 
Ma:ry of' Rom", and Persis, Tryphena, and Trypnosa. In 1 

Co1.'1nth i ans ') : 5, Pe.ul r.et'ers to the .fact that the other A­

postle s had women goinl!, w:l th them. Peter Ketter comments, 

Junt ns the :faithful women disciples o.f Galilee had 
aocompe.nied and cared for the Master duri ng h1 s public 
life, now pious women became the companions of the A­
postles on their missionary Journeys. , •• The com­
-panlons referred to here ars, not only the wives or the 
Apostlas and mi ssionaries.24 

After the .first century, the Christians continued to accept 

the assistance of women25 .for they found that there wers many 

.!!!.?! Witness , LY.XIV (September 27, 1955), 343. 
17Paul E. Kretzmann, .£1?.• ~., p. 357. 
18Acts 18:26: Romana 16:3,4. 
19 

Rom.ans 16:l. 
20 ~ets 16 :Hr.,lio. 
21Ph11. 4: 4. 
22 

Romans 16:6. 
23

Romans 16 :.12. 
2
4P~ter Ketter,.££.• 2.!_!., P• 423. 

25
Fr1tz Zerbet, ~· !:,_1~., pp. 891'. 
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si tuat1ons in wh:t e;h a woman could serve better than a man. Z6 

'l'h or.•of o.P0, though woman is not to to11ch or U3ttrp auth­

ority over a ronn, she does play an active role in church 

acti"iri ty and ser~.rtca. Sho so:rves as a helpe1 .. ror man doing 

wo:r•k ~:;h!:.t. t h!"> ca1.nno t do aEJ :-,all. " :i1en and woraen a.re different-

ly or·ganizod, b oth physical ly and psychically . n
27 "l-Tormal ly 

woman 13 mo1·~ 1~ecepti ve and communioativo than man, ls quick­

er to sue the needs of others, moro alive to dotail, and more 

ingenious i n .f1 nding ways and meana. 1128 

Woman in Relation to God 

~loma.n' s position 1n l'Olt~:~1 on to God also hegan at the 

time of' Creat i on . "God created man in his own image, ••• 

29 male and fems.le created he them." Both Adam and Eve were 

cr eated in the image of God. Both ttere holy and righteous. 30 

Both walked befo :r•e nod and looked to Him as their Master . 

When they rell into sin, both beoame sinners, and Chr1 st died 

for both. Now, because of the Rede~ption, "There ls neither 

Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor rree, there is 

neither male nor .female, .for you are all one in Christ Jesus. tt3l 

26Pe-ter Ketter, ££.• £!!·, p. 429. 

27P. B. F'i tzwater, .2E.• Cit. 1 p • 30. 
28 

£.!!·, ~.22. Peter Ke tter, ~- p. 
29 Gen. 1:27. 
30 

Eph. 4:24. 
3lGal. 3:28. 



In t•ela.t.i. on to maa a sltwo waa to be in a aubaei-vlent posi­

tion to hi e;. rGo.ste r, but bo.f\)r.<, God in t ~e ord.tz• or redem.pt1 on 

thai ~ere t he B~me. The Jew considered h i maelr sup erior to 

t he Gr ~ek , but God d1 d not. In relati on to men a woman was 

t o 1),e il-i ;.n1b j e c -t i. cm bttt i n ,•o lation to God the::--e was no dla­

tlnetion. 

Met! o:nd wo1n.erl are in liko measure b tianches of the Vine, 
which 1o Chri st. To bear t"ru1 t is then no l <,nger just 
a matter for ·thei r 0 1.m inclination, 1 .f t h fJy do not wish 
to be~cut down by the divine V1ntor and cant tr.to the 
f i I"o • ..;, ?-

Joal• a 1)roµhecj o r the Hcly ~lp1 r-1t aa:,s t h at He w111 co1•e 

u;,on " a ll .floshlt a-nd no t only sons but "daughters" w111 pro­

pho cy . 33 \Jomen wer1J a mcnf: tht: 120 persona :1. ri t he upper room 

on th,, day of Pen t ~aos t, J4 a . d t hey s erved as p1•oph&t.e1saea 

both i n the Ol d and New '!'e ts t UnAc n t eras. 3S 

She l H sav~d to s~rve 

The. 1mpo:rtc.n t. f a ct is that every Christian woman le 1n 

porso~al communion with Ood the Father. God the Son, and God 

t he Hcly Ol'loat because or h ei- f a1 th in Jesus Christ nwho p;ave 

himself r or uc. that ho mi Fht rede&m us :rJ>om all iniquity, 

and purify unto h 1msel1' a peculiar people, zealous ot" $l!Ood 

32\Jeter ffetter, ~· ~.!!·, p. 416 . 
33Joel 2:28 • 

. '!liAotv 1 : 1 4 . 

35 . Exod.us 15 120, Jud~es 4:4; 2 King a 22:14; Acts 21:9. 
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works. "36 This Gospel mesaage is the motivation for all wo-

men• a activity :i.n the Church. B11tcause of' her redemption she 

1a looking for good thing s to do--thing s that will please 

Ood and carry out His divine will to save all peoplt't. Her 

~eleaa~ rrom sin and Satan places her in a position similar 

to that o~ Mary Ma~dalene when seven devils were cast out 

of her.37 She ~ollowed Him through Hie ministry. to the 

orose, to the tomb and throughout the rest of her life look­

ing for ways to express her love to Him. A. T. Lundholm 

makes this very r1tting coMment to those who would follow 

her example. 

Let the womt'!ln of the Church emulate her e.xanI?le. When 
women will realize that they owe their all to Jesus as 
their Savior, they wtll serve Him as Mary Magdal ene 
ser,red Rim. And ab1 li ty alone 1 a the 11m1 t or service 
to God. Hearte that love discover thousands of' wayg 
in whleh to manireet their devotion to the Master.J . 

She Ie a Member of the Church 

Being a member or the Church has many implications ror 

a woman as well as ror a man. The Church is the total number 

or be11ev6r~ in Christ, who are on earth to continue that 

which Jesus began to do and to teaeh.39 ttThe Church exists 

36 Tit. 2:14. 

)?Luke 8:2. 
38 

Algot Theodor L1.mdholm, Women or the Bible (Rock Island, 
Illinois: Auguatana Book Concern, c.1~r-;--p. !93. 

39Acta 1:1. 
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because God established it for the working out o~ His pur­

poses, and this is the theological justification of the 

Church's ex1stence."40 E.G. Homrighausen uses the phrase, 

"Let the Church be the Church." He writes, 

According to the evangelical understanding of the Church, 
the laity are Church. There is too much clericalism in 
modern Protestantism. Ministers carry too much of the 
burden. The Church belongs to God and His people. Lay 
partip!pation, responsibility, and evangelism are neces­
sary.4 

The duty of the Church, and therefore of all the women in the 

Church is to carry out God's will. Any time they are not 

doing this work, they are refusing to be the Church of Jesus 

Christ.4
2 

James D. Smart uses this concept of the Church when 

he writes about its teaching ministry. He points out that 

The strength of a church lies, not in the magnitude of 
its membership or in the extent of its financial re­
sources, but rather in the measure in which it is fulfil-

43 ing its nature and destiny as the Church of Jesus Christ. 

She Is Part of the Body of Christ 

The term "Body of Christ" implies an intimate relation of 

the believer with Christ and shows also the close fellowship 

the believers have with one another. This graphic portrayal 

40Randolph Crump Miller, The Clue to Christian Education 
(New York: Chas. Scribner's Soni;~~. p. 72. 

41E1mer George Homri ghausen, Let the Church Be the Church 
(New York-Nashville: Abingdon--Cokeabury"9Priis;-c:I'9~, p. 25. 

42James n. Smart, The Teaching Miniatr~ o~ ~ Ohureh 
(Philadelphia: The Westmlnister Presa, c.19 4,-;- p. 29. 

43rb1d. p. 96. 
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or the Church as the Body of Christ shows that the Church 

1a ruled by Christ arid does what He would be doing 1.t' He 

were visibly present. Homrighausen says, "In a way, the 

Church does everything the body of Christ would be doing 

were it here. The Church makes Jesus Christ contemporary, 

and as such it is Christ's Church."44 Another picture which 

riaes !'rom the term "Body of Christ" is that of all mambers 

of the body helping each other. A finger or hand does not 

ask, "What can the body do for me?" But it asks, "What oan 

I do for the body?" So each woman asks "What can I do .t'or 

the Church?" though it also does muoh for her. 

She Is a Royal Priest 

The Lutheran Church rightly holds and teaches the doc­

trine of the Royal Priesthood o.t' believers. Martin Luther 

wrote, 

Not only are we the freest of kings, we are also 
priests forever, which is far more excellent than 
being kings, because as priests we are worthy to 
appear before God to pray t~ others and teach one 
another the things of God.4 

This thesis emphasizes the fact that also every woman is a 

member ot the Royal Priesthood and she is to be treated as 

one, having both the privileges and obligations of a royal 

44Elmer George Homrighausen, .2£.• .2.!_!., p. 140. 

45Mart1n Luther, Works of Martin Luther (The Phila­
delphia Edition; Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Presa, c.1943), 
II, 324. 
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Priest. Even Ketter whose book. Christ~ Womankind bears 

the !:!l!!l ob s t o.t end J rnpi:_irr::i tur, discusEes the royal priest­

hood of women. 

At the same time he £eter1prescribed the duty or this 
priesthood: 'That you rnay <feclare his virtues, who 
hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light• (I Peter 11,9). He did not exclude women. They 
too, ~hould be 'as li vin~ a t one fl, bui 1 t 1:,.p, a ~pi ritual 
house, a holy priesthood, to ofrer up spiritual sacri­
f ices , uccop t e ble to God by J e 5us Ohr.1st• ( I Pe ter 11, 
5). 

Hence women ha d a wide rield in which to utilize the1g 
special feminine abilities in the eerviee of Chriet.4 

The royal priesthood has many 1mplieat!ons for the situation 

of u Chr istian woman. Ae a prieet she goes directly into 

the presence or God and prays, not only ror herself but for 

other people. As a priest she goes before people and con­

:t'1~onto th~m with a r.1eesage from God. To fulf:f.11 her obli­

gations as a priest a woman wil l not onl~ need to be ~ctive 

and willing but she will have to be trained t·or a "priest­

hood ignorant and !ndirferent, is a travesty."47 

She Has a Ministry to Per.form 

Not only the clergy but also the laity have a ministry. 

And not only the men but also the women have a ministry. They 

may not have a pastoral ministry, but they have a ministry or 

the Word and a ministry to the needy. A concordance study 

46Peter Ketter,~·~., p. 417. 

47"Every Believer a Royal Priest", Parish Activities 
(1951-52}, p. 5. 
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reveals thatin the four Gospels, diakonia, or ministry, ia 

performed only by Jesus, by angels, and by women. ~• may 

be because the primary meaning of "minister" was a "waiter 

at table, 1148 and waiting at table was considered a job of 

women. However, being a minister included a much wider range 

or activity. Christ's ministry on earth consisted of giving 

sight to the blind, making the lame walk, cleansing the 

lepers, making the deaf hear, raising the dead, healing 

the broken-hearted, preaching the Gospel, and other acts of 

service to mankind.a9 But the culmination ot this minista,y 

was giving His life a ransom for His Church. Christ commanded 

that His ministry was to be the motivation for the ministry 

or His disciples. 

Whoeoever will be great amon~ you, let him be your min­
ister: and whoseever will be chief among you, let him 
be your servant: even as the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto bp~ to minister and to give His life 
a ransom for manJ . ~O 

When Christ commands His disciples to become ministers, He 

is telling them to pu:t themselves in the ~osition of women, tor 

greatness is service in the Kingdom of God. 

The disciples followed the command of Christ and became 

"ministers. n51 Women also served as ministers so that when 

48Hermann Cremer, Biblico-Theolofical 
Testament Greek (Edinburgh: T. & T. C ark, 

49Matt. 11:5; Luke 4:18. 

50Matt. 20:28-28. 

51
Acts 6:1-4. 

Lexicon of New 
1818), p:-1"7: 
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the word "diakonos" took on the special me&ning or a deacon 

in the Church, thi" position was also held by a woman. 

Roman~ 16:1 tells or Phoebe who was a "diakonos" in the 

Church at Cenchrea. 

The- growth of' the church under thft condition of ancient 
society, soon produced "deaconesses" in the official 
sense and Phoebe may have had soe~ recognized function 
or tho diakonia assigned to her.~ 

The fact that woman has a ministry means much ror her 

activity today. She is to be servant both or the Word, to 

bring it to other people, and or people, to supply their 

needs. One of the women who ministered to Jesus was Martha 

of Bethany. Ltmdholm comments about the value or her ex­

ample. "From this woman who learned to serve we may learn 

to express our love to Jesus in the kind of service we are 

best fitted to render."53 

52The Expositor's Greek Testament, w. Robertson Nicol, 
editor ~and Rapids, Michigan: Eerdman•a, n.d.), II, 718. 

53Algot Theodor Lundholm,~·£!!., p. 176. 



C!fA PTER II I 

THE ASPECT OF FUND-RAISING 

A Definition and Description or It 

Sefore an attempt is made to dotermine whether .fund­

raising has a place in the program o.f a Church women's organ­

ization, t he torm "fund-raising" must be clearly defined. 

Various cxpressious occur which ref"er to rund-raising euch as 

money-maktng affairs, sel ling activities, fund-r•aising endea­

vors, 01~ var•ious other combinations of these terms. When this 

thesis speaks or rund-raising it always means a selling activ­

ity. A distinction is made between having a church dinner 

and selling ti ckets for th&t dinner or stating a rixed price 

for t ha t dinner. Fund-raising 1s not cooking a. dinner or 

putt:1.ng on a program, but 1 t is selling tickets or• charging 

a price with the intention of making a pro~it. 

The ways or making money for women•a organizations are 

almost inexhaustable. Charles w. Gamble, in his book called 

~~Raise Menez, mention• approximately one hundred differ­

ent "Miscellaneous fund raising programs" for organizations. 1 

Many of these would not be considered honorable by conscient­

ous women or the Lutheran Church, however these women do haye 

many ways and means or raising money. Two of the surveys 

lcharles w. Gamble How to Raise Mone1 (Wew York: 
Association Preos, c.1942..,-;-pp; ~c-1~2; 
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conducted !'or this thes1. s 2 indicate that the most publicized 

of these l s the selling or tickets or charp:ing a ~et price 

for a di nner or meal to which the community is 1nv1ted. 3 The 

women have v arious typos of dinners or meals and various ways 

of conducti n g t h em. Often 1. t is o.n annual Thankagi ving or 

Christmas di nner, harv est supper or amorgasboard, which be­

comes an even t which women look f orwar d to throughout the 

year. In the s ummer 1 t may be an outdoor dinner or picnic. 

In most cases this annual event is accompanied by a sale 

or bazaar, at which items such as homebaked foods, h omemade 

clothing, needlework , notions, candies, jellies, canned roods, 

greeting cards, and simtlar items are sold. Charles w. Gamble 

makes the followi n g comment about bazaars. 

Bazaars are particularly popular wi t h church 8roups. 
They may be h e ld a nnu ~lly, and t he work or prepara t i on 
continued t h e year round. Guilds or auxiliaries may 
meet for pleasant social luncheons regularly during 
the year, inc1.dentally realizing small amounts 1"rom the 
l ur. che ons a nd sp~nding th~ afternoon preparing for their 
bazaar booths. Bazaars of this nature a.re usually held 

4 in the fa l l, so that Christmas present sales will rosult. 

Ladi es• groups in larger churches report that they often 

make , 1000 or more a t one or these a1"t'a1rs. A similar pro­

ject ie the white-elephant or rummage sale which is "a sale 

ot accumulated odds and ends, as discarded o.r unoaleable 

2 Survey~ A a nd Bare described en pa~e four. 

~obert Cashman reports a study or mon~y raising methods 
by women's groups and tell~ of a similar popularity or lunch­
eons and dinners. The Finances of a Church (New York: Ha r p or 
& Bi-others, o.1949)-;-i). 66. - ·-

4 . 
Charles W. Gatable, ~· .!:.!!•, pp. 199.f. 
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articlea."5 It 1a i mpossible to describe each of the man:, 

methods c f r ai s lng funds b ut most o~ them are s e lt' explan­

atory. Parties, t eas , festivals, picnics, eoc1ala, fairs, 

or entertai~m0n ts a re commonly practiced for pro~lt by 

women of the Lutheran Church. 

A type of fund-ra i sing ~hich is praet1 osd but whic~ ls 

not eo publicized is the sale o i' small items. Don Romero 

reports on the availability of this method 1n Protestant 

~~ ~dr.!12-nist~atioE_ !E..<! ¥,qu~~!!!:_. He says,. 

Today a growing numbar of the oountry• s largest ~anu­
f acturing and sale s companies offer a wide variety of 
merchandising methods which have been especially 
" t ai l ored" to solve the of.t-budget money problems not 
only of church groups but also of schools, parent­
teacher associations and similar or~anizations.b 

Romero also r eports the type of articles sold and the price 

r nn p;e: 

On~ company o.f' this t ype has helped more than 40.,000 
churches~ schools and P.T. A. associations to solve 
their money-raising problems, and at the mom~nt it 
has more t han a thousand such organizations on its 
books. Th1s ccmpany•s list or about ninety-r ive pro­
ducts includes soaps, perfumes, razorblades, shaving 
lotions, coametic8., gelatine des8erte, household cle an­
ing s uppli©s, f l s.vor•inga, stationery, ribbons, gi:ft 
wrappings, greeting cards and reli gioue picture plates. 
~ae pri ce r anga ror these articles is f'rom 21 cents to 
$1.75 per item.7 

These means or raisi ng funds have been so well accept ~d by 

5webster•s Colle~iate Dictionary (Fifth edition; Spring­
field, Mass.: G. & c. -Merriam Co., 1947), p, 871. 

6oon Homero, "How Your Church Can Raise Funds For 'That 
Special Project'," Protest!nt ~~ Admin!atretion a nd 
Equipment, winter, I9""5b., p. J'f. 

7I bid., p. 40. -
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women's groups that "one or the large greeting-card com-

panies now does more than 25 per cent or its business with 

churches interested in fund-raising."8 The plan suggested 

for this type of program is a system of teams and captains. 

The pastor is to preach about it from the pulpit and it la to 

be advertised in the local news. 

The Extent of the Practice of It 

The telephone survey whioh was made of fifty Lutheran 

congregations in the St. Louis area also showed the regular­

ity of the practice of money making affairs among women's 

groups. In seventeen instances the feeling was expressed 

that women's groups had fund-raising activities regularly 

or frequently. Seventeen others reported that fund-raising 

activities were conducted occasionally, that is, two or 

three big events during the year and a £ew smaller selling 

activities. In twelve congregations such activities were 

seldom held (meaning about one affair per year). Some of 

the pastors in the latter two groups explained that they were 

making efforts to decrease the number of such affairs or do 

away with them entirely but had not yet succeeded. The re­

maining four conP,regations reported that the women•s organ-

· izationa never sponsored affairs for the purpose of making 

money. The opinion was expressed by two St, Louis pastors 

and by the Rev. John D. Hermann, Stewardship Counsellor or 

8Ib1d., p, 46. -



the Lutheran Church--M1ssour1 Synod, that the women's groups 

or St. Louis were more active in such money-making endeavora 

than those located in other areas or the United States. 9 

lbough no oxtensive survey could be made, a comparison of 

St. Loui s with o t her geographical areas made on tha basis of 

survey A, indicate s that this is true. Fifteen other con~re­

gations i n other areas of the United Statea we~e contacted 

to further this comparison. The reporr.s from these con~~ega­

tions also indicated that Rev. Hermann's opinion was corre ct. 

The followi ng table was made from the figures of survey 

A. One hundred t hirty copies or this survey were mailed to 

those who had contact with welfare work as heads of Children's 

aid organizati ons, hospitals, homes for the a ged, and 1net1-

tut:tone.l wo:r.ke:rs. 10 The seventy-one copies which were return-

'l'ABLE 1 

TRR PROPOR'f'ION OF COMMUNITY WOMg}i' S GROUPS WH.I CH 
PRAC 'IT CE FUND-RAI SI NG FOR \•ft:lLJt'ARi3 WOHK 

Type of Number of groups Number which have 
_ _ _grouE.!!.__ which rai s-:..;e;:.._f::....:::un=::d:.::s~~-o.;;..f~f ..;.e..;.r..;;i_n~g .... s_o"'--n-1...._:v_-t 

Hospitals 6 6 

lotal 29 )) 

9personal interview, Y.Jarch 9. 1956. 

lOA copy of Survey A may be round in appendix. 
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ed reported sixty-two women's groups which were organized 

for the stated purpose of supporting and assisting the 

ministry in these areas. This table shows that about one­

half or these groups practice fund-raising . 

Current Lutheran Opinion about It 

Nearly all Lutheran publications have published articles 

opposed to fund-raising on the part of women's groups or on 

the part or any church or church organization. Rev. J.E. 

Hermann reports that "The leaders of all major Protestant 

denominations in North America are opposed to 'Money-making • 

affairs."11 Of.ficial action was taken against them in the 

lmlted Lutheran Church; 

A resolution criticizing the raising of mone7, for con­
gregational support through "dubious methode' was a­
do;:,ted by the United Lutheran Synod of New York at its 
annual convention last month. Methods cited were 
church suppers, bazaara, card games, and dances. The 
resolution asked the ULCA to caution its congregations 
throughout the nation against "commercialism" which, it 
said, "is eating like a 'cancer into the vital organs 
of the church, causing spiritual paralysis, and null­
ifying the very purpose of the church's existence." 
Profit-making efforts are "evasions of giving," the 
resolution asserted, and "carrying on God•a work by 
schemes and rackets is irrelevant and disgrace.ful."12 

!!!!, Lutheran printed a humoro.us article by Frances Swarbrick 

ll"These 'Mone7-Making~ Affairs," !!!!_ Lutheran Witness, 
LXXIII (July 6, 1954), 233. 

12"rn other Synods," The Lutheran Standard, CIX (June 
23, 1951), 12. This resolu£I'on was also mentioned in the 
Lutheran Outlook, XVI, 215, and in The Lutheran Witness, 
LXXIII, 233. ~ 
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called "Emphasis on Frankfurters."13 Articles also appear­

ed in the November 4, 1953, and November 18, 1953, issues. 

It was said, 

We must not cheapen God's kingdom by selling it at the 
marketplace. Why should we compete with our nei ghbor­
hood stores and restaurants? Those people have honest 
livings to mak e and are prominent parts of our commun­
ity. W~ must not make a materialistic appeal for 
funda.14 

The fol lowing statement is from a petition which was 

presented in the American Lutheran Church. 

Whereas , Mechanical devices for money ralsing in the 
Church, such t:1. s suppers, bazaars, sales, carnivals, 
etc., be l ittle the cause of Christ and hamper the 
development of the grace of Christian giving, which 
through the grace of God should become a personal 
Christian vi r tue: and destroy much of the joy that God 
intended His people should find in Christian giving , 
and 

Whereas, such devices are not in keeping with the prin­
ciples of Christian Stewardship as taught in the Bible; 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That the American Lutheran Church condemns 
all f orms of gambling and other offensive methods that 
mi ght be used to raise funds for church work, and urges 
its people and congregations carefully to restudy the 
principles of' Christian stewardship, especially as they 
pertain to Christian giving; ••• and that scrupulous 
care be extended that all money-raising efforts in 
congregations and their auxiliary organiz~tions be 
Scriptural and therefore above reproach.15 
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1951, r eads, 

Atla.nttc City, New Jersey. Members or the Evangelical 
Luth er an Synod of New Jersey were urg ed here to dis­
courage mone y-makin6 enterprises 1n their chu~ches 
:nd to raise funds ro16the church support only by 

Sac~i f 1cial gi ving ." 

In response to questions by readers, the supplement to 

the Lutheran Wi tness in the Northern Illinois D1strict­

M1ssouri--Synod restated the rollowing paragraphs adopted 

in February 1941 a t the Lutheran Pastoral Conr.erence or 

Grea t ar Chi c a e o; 

1. We cond f'lnmi, on the basis of the Fourth, Seventh, 
and Ni nth Commandments, such methods or raising money 
:or chur c h and cha r i : t;y purposes as are termed gambling 
b y s tate a nd local laws, even though lawmakers or law 
enf'opc ers mak 0 ex cep t ions in favor of church and char-
1 ty insti t utions. 

2. \-! e c ondemn also such money raising methods as a.ppeal 
to t be ~ambl i ng i nsti nct •••• 

3. ~!e grant t ha t entertainments and picnics, suppers 
and sales cannot only foster Christian fellowship and 
sociabi lity, a nd provide proper recreation to which 
also Christians are entitled, but also legitimate 
means of earning money for church purposes especially 
to such members as have no independent income, but 
have time , energy and talents to of fer. 

4. But we warn a ga i nst the detrimental effect which 
such methods have on the direct giving of other members 
when the se members are urged to spend more on enter­
tainments and picnics, suppers and sales, than their 
family budget can allow for such purposes, or when 
such members come to feel that their support of enter­
tainments, and picnics, suppers and sales, is equiva­
lent of or a substitute r2r direct support of the 
church and cha.ri ty work. 7 
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