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Women in many ways,

The women of the early Christian Churches, while care-
fully observing the restrictions placed upon them by the
Lerd, nevertheless did their share in serving, so that
somaiof Ehem are highly commended for their consecrated
service,

Priseille, with her husband Aguila, taught the Gospsl to

18

Apollos and laid down her neck for Paul's sake. Phoebe was

(o]
8 deaccness who served es Paul's mesaengar.l‘ Lydla aided
him at Philippi.20 Paul also mentions Fuodlas and Syntyche,al
2
Mary of Rome,22 and Persis, Tryphena, and Trypnosa, 3 in X
Corinthians 9:5, Peul refers to the fact that the other A-
Postles had women going with them. Peter Ketter comments,
Just as the faithful women disciples of (Galilee had
accompenied and cared for the Master during his publle
life, now pious women became the companions of the A-
postles on their missionary journeys. , . . The com-

panjons referred to here arﬁ not only the wives of the
Apostles and missionaries,?

After the first century, the Christians continued to accept

the assistance of woman25 for they found that there wers many

eran Witness, LYXIV (September 27, 1955), 343.

17pam =, Kretzmann, op. ¢it., p. 357.
18

1c
Romans 16:1,

20
21

Acts 18:26: Romans 163:3,0.

Aects 15:11,40,
Phil, L:l,

22
Romans 16:6,

23Romans 16:12.
N eter Ketter, op. eit., p. L23.
25

Fritz Zerbst, op. c¢it., pp. 89f,
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8ltuations in which a woman could serve better than a man.26
Yheorelore, though woman is not %o teach or usurp anth-

ority over a man, she does play an active role in church

8ctivity and service, She serves as a helper for man doing

Work thut hs cannot do as well, "Men and women ars different-

n27? "Normally

ly organized, botn physiecally and psychically.
Woman 13 mors receptive and communicative than man, is quick-
or to see the needs of others, more alive to detail, and more

Ingenious in finding ways and maana."28
Woman in Relation to God

Woman's position in relatien to God also besgan at the
time of Creation, "God created man in his own Image; . » oo

29 Both Adam and Eve were

male and female created he them,"
Sreated in the image of God., Both were holy and rlghteous.Bo
Both walked before God and lecoked to Him as thelr Master,
When they fell into sin, both became sinners, and Christ died
for both, Now, because of the Redemption, "There 1s neither
Jew nor Greek, there 1s neither bond nor free, there is

neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus,"3l

26Peter Ketter, op. oit., Ps 429,

27?. B, Fitzwater, op. elts, Pe 30,
28
Peter Ketter, op. cit., p. 422,

29 gen. 1:27.
30

Eph. h-: 21‘..
31ga3, 3:28.

S P T et

e e
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In relation tc mea & slave was to be in a subaervient poslie
tion to his master, but befure God 1ia the order of redemption
they were the same, The Jew consldered himsslf superior to
the Oreek, but God did not, In relation to men a woman was
o be in subjsction but in rolation to God there was no dls-
tinetion,
Yenn and women are in like measure branches of the Vine,
which is Christ, To beer frult is then no lunger just
a matter for thelr own ineclination, if they do not wish
;g b035ut down by the divine Vinter and cast into the
re,” "
Joel's prophesy of the Hely Spirit saya that He will come
upon "all flesh™ and not only sons but "daughters” will pro-
33

phaey, Woman wers among the 120 persons ia the upper room

34

on tho day of Pentecost, and they served as prophslesses

both in the 0ld and New Testament eras,
She 1g Baved Lo Serve

The important fact 1s that every Christian woman is in
personal communion with God the Pather, God the Son, and God
the ficly Chest because of her faith in Jesus Christ "who gave
bimsell for uvz, thet hoe wight redeem us from all iniquity,

and purify untc hiuself a peculiar pecple, zealous of good

32peter Kettoer, op. cit., pP. 415,

33Jool 2:28,

3hﬂnts 1:1lL.

BSﬁxodue 15:20; Judges L:lyy 2 Xings 22:14; Acts 21:9.
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works."36 Thils Gospel message 1s the motivation for all wo-
men's activity in the Church, Because of her redemption she
18 looking for good things to do--things that will please
God and carry out His divine will to save all people, Her
release from sin and Satan places her in a position similar
to that or Mary Macdalene when seven devils were cast out
of her.37 She followed Him through Hlia ministry, to the
cross, to the tomb and throuchout the rest of her lifs look-
ing for ways to exprass her love to Him. A, T. Lundholm
makes this very fitting comment to those who would follow
her axample,

Let the women of the Church emulate her example, When

women will realize that they owe their all to Jesus as

their Savior, they will serve Him as Mary Magdalene

served Him, And ability alone is the limit of service

to Cod, Hearts that love discover thousands of wagg
in which to manifsst their devotion to the Master,’®

She Is a Member of the Chureh

Being a member of the Church has many implications for
& woman as well as for a man., The Church is the total number
of believers in Christ, who are on earth to continue that

(o]
which Jesus began to do and to teach.B’ "The Church exists

36014, 2:14.
37

38Algot Theodor Lundholm, Women of the Bible (Rock Island,

Illinois: Augustana Book Concermn, C.l9487, p. 193.

Luke 82,

% ects 1:1.
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becavse God established it for the working out of His pur-
poses, and this i1s the theological justification of the
Church's existenca."ho E. G. Homrighausen uses the phrase,
"Let the Church be the Church." He writes,
According to the evangelical understanding of the Church,
the laity are Church, There is too much clericalism in
modern Protestantism, Ministers carry too much of the
burden, The Church belongs to God and His peopls. Lay
partiﬁipation, responsibility, and evangelism are neces-
sary,
The duty of the Church, and therefore of all the women in the
Chureh is to carry out God's will. Any time they are not
doing this work, they are refusing to be the Church of Jesus
2
Chx*ist:."L James D, Smart uses this concept of the Church when
he writes about its teaching ministry. He points out that
The strength of a church lies, not in the magnitude of
its membership or in the extent of its financial re-

sources, but rather in the measure in which it 1s fulfil-
ing i1ts nature and destiny as the Church of Jesus Christ,43

She Is Part of the Body of Christ

The term "Body of Christ" implies an intimate relation of
the believer with Christ and shows also the close fellowship

the believers have with one another, This graphic portrayal

hORandolph Crump Miller, The Clue to Christian Education
(New York: Chas., Scribnert's Sons, €.1950), P. 72.

hlElmer George Homrighausen, Lat the Church Be the Church
(New York-Nashville: Abingdon--Cokesbury Press, ¢,1940), P. 25.

thamos D. Smart, The Teaching Minist of the Church
(Philadelphia: The Westminister Press, c. L4y, P. 29,

b3rpia, p. 6.
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of the Church as the Body of Christ shows that the Church
ls ruled by Christ and does what He would be doing if He
were visibly present, Homrighausen says, "In a way, the
Church does everything the body of Christ would be doing
were 1t here. The Church makes Jesus Christ contemporary,
&nd a8 such it is Christ's Church.“uh Another pilcture which
rises from the term "Body of Christ" is that of all members
of the body helping each other, A finger or hand does not
ask, "What can the body do for me?" But it asks, "What ocan
T do for the body?" So each woman asks "What can I do for

the Church?" though it also does much for her.

She Is a Royel Priest

The Lutheran Church rightly holds and teaches the doc-
trine of the Royal Priesthcod of believers, Martin Luther
wrots,

Not only are we the freest of kings, we are also

priests forever, which is far more excellent than

being kings, because as priests we are worthy to

appear before God to pray ﬁgr others and teach one
another the things of Ged.

This thesis emphasizes the fact that also every woman is a
member of the Royal Priesthood and she is to be treated as

one, having both the privileges and obligations of a royal

bipimer George Homrighausen, op. cit., p. 140,

thartin Luther, Works of Martin Luther (The Phila-
delphia Edition; Philadeliphia: Muhlenberg Press, ¢.l1543),

1T, 32h.
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Priest, Even Ketter whose boock, Christ and Womankind bears

the nihil oratat end jmprimatur, discusses the royal priest-

hood of women,
At the same time he Peter™) prescribed the duty of this
priesthood: 'That you may declare his virtues, who
hath called you out of derkness into his marvellous
light' (I Peter 11,9), He did not exclude women, They
too, shouvld he tas living stcones built up, 8 £piritual
houvse, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri-

;§008, acceptable to Coé by Jesus Christ! (I Pster 11,

Hence women had a wide field in which to utilize thohg
speclial feminine ablilities ir the service of Christ,

The rocyal priesthcod hes many implications for the situation
of a Christian woman., As & priest she goes directly into
the presence of God and prays, not only for herself but for
other people. As a priest she goes before people and con-
fronts them with 2 message from God. To fulfill her obli-
getions as a2 priest a wemen will not only need to be sctive
and willing but she will have to be trained for a "priest-

hood ignorant and indifferent, is a travesty.“h7
She Has a Ministry to Perform

Not only the clergy but also the laity have a minlstry.
And not only the men but also the women have a ministry. They
may not have a pastoral ministry, but they have a ministry of

the Word and a ministry to the needy. A concordance study

46peter Ketter, op. cit., p. 417.

h?"Evory Believer a Royal Priest", Parish Activities
(1951”52)l p' S-
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reveals thatin the four Gospels, diakonia, or ministry, is
Performed only by Jesus, by angels, and by women, This may
be because the primary meaning of "minister" was a "waiter
at t&bIO,"hB and waiting at table was considered a job of
women, However, being a minister included a much wider range
of activity, Christ's ministry on earth consisted of giving
sight to the blind, making the lame walk, cleansing the
lepers, making the deaf hear, raising the dead, healing
the broken-hearted, preaching the Gospel, and other acts of
service to mankind.a9 But the culmination of this ministey
was giving His 1ife a ransom for His Church, Christ commanded
that His ministry was to be the motivation for the ministry
of His disciples,
Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your min-
ister: and whoseever will be chief among you, let him
be your servant: even as the Son of man came not to be
ministered unto bp; to minister and to give His life
& ransom for many,-
When Christ commands His disciples to become ministers, He
1s telling them to put themselves in the position of women, for
greatness 1s service in the Kingdom of God,

The disciples followed the command of Christ and became

"ministers."51 Women also served as ministers so that when

hBHermann Cremer, Biblico-Theological Lexicon of New
»
Testament Greek (Edinburgh: T. & T. C§arE, I8T87, p. 1TTs

thatt. 11:5; Luke L4:18,

50Matt, 20:28-28,

SlActs 6:1-U,
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the word "diakonos"™ took on the special meaning of a deacon
in the Church, this position was alsc held by a woman,
Romans 16:1 tells of Phoebe who was a "diakonos" in the
Church at Cenchrea,

The growth of the church under the condition of ancient

soclety, socon produced "deaconesses" in the orfficial

gense and Phoebe may have had sogg recognized function
of the diakonia essipgned to her,

The fact that woman has a ministry means much for her
activity today. She is to be servant both of the Word, to
bring it to other people, and of people, to supply their
needs, One of the women who ministered to Jesus was Martha
of Bethany. Lundholm comments about the value of her ex-
ample, "From this woman who learned to serve we may learn

to express our love to Jesus in the kind of service we are

best fitted to rendar."SB

52Tha Expogitor's Creek Testament, W, Robertson Nicol, !
editor TGrand Replds, MIchigan; Eerdman's, n.d.), II, 718,

53

Algot Theodor Lundholm, op. cit., p. 176,




CHAPTER ITI

THE ASPECT OF FUND-RAISING
A Definition and Description of It

Eefore an attempt is made to determine whether fund-
ralsing has a place in the program of a Church women's organ-
1zation, the term "fund-raising" must be clearly defined,
varicus expressions occur which refer to fund-raising such as
money-making affairs, selling activities, fund-raising endea-
vers, or various other combinations of these terms. When this
thesis speaks of fund-raising it always means a selling activ-
ity. A distinction i1s made between having a church dinner
and selling tickets for that dinner or stating & {ixed price
for that dirner., iMunde-reising is not cooking & dinner or
putting on & program, but it is selling tickets or charging
@ price with the intention of making a profit,

The ways of making money for women's organizations are
almost inexhaustable. Charles W. Gamble, in his book called
How to Raise Money, mentions approximately one hundred differ-

ent "Miscellaneous fund raising programs" for organizations.l

Many of these would not be considered honorable by consclent-
ous women of the Lutheran Church, however these women do have

|
many ways and means of ralsing money. Two of the surveys \
i
|

ltharles W. Gamble, How to Raise Money (New York:
Association Fress, c¢.15427, PP. 5t-i0c2,
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conducted for this thoaisz indicate that the most publicized
of these i1s the selling of tickets or charging a set price
for a dinner or meal to which the community is 1nv1tod.3 The
women have various types of dinners or meals and various ways
of condueting them, Often it 1s an annual Thankegiving or
Christmas dianer, hervest supper or smorgasboard, which be-
Comes an event which women lock forward to throughout the
year. In the summer it may be an outdoor dinner or picnic,

In most cases this annual event is accompanied by a sale
or bazaar, at which items such as homebaked foods, hcmemade
clothing, needlework, notions, candies, jellies, canned foods,
greeting cards, and similar items are sold, Charles W, Gamble
makes the following comment about bazaars,

Bazaaras are psrticularly popular with church groups.

They may be held annually, and the work of preparation

continued the year round. Cuilds or auxiliaries may

meet for pleasant social luncheons regularly during

the year, incidentally realizing small amounts from the

luncheons and spending the afternoon preparing for thelr

bazaar booths. Bazaars of this nature are usuelly held I

in the fall, so that Christmas present sales will result.
Ladies' groups in larger churches report that they often
make %1000 or more at one of these affairs, A similar pro-

Ject 18 the white-elephant or rummage sale which is "a sale

of accumulated odds and ends, as discarded or unsaleable

2Survays 4 and R are described on page four,

3Robert Cashman reports a study of money ralising methods
by women's groups and tells of a similar popularity of lunche
eons and dinners, The Finances of & Church (New York: Harper

& Brothers, ¢,1949), p. 6b.

Yeharies w. Gawble, op. eit., pp. 199f.
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artlcles.“s It 1s impossible to describe each of the many
methods of ralising funds but most of them are self explan-
atory. Parties, teas, festivala, picnica, sgocials, fairs,
or entertainments are commonly practiced for profit by
women of the Lutheran Church,

A type of fund-raising which is practiced but which is
not so publicized is the sale of small items, Don Romero

reports on the availability of this method in Protestant

Church Administration and Fquipment, He says,

Today a growing number of the country's largest manu-
facturing and sales companies offer a wide variety of
merchandising methods which have been especially
"tailored" to solve the off-budget money problems not
only of church groups but also of schools, parept-
teacher associations and similar organizations,

Romero also reports the type of articles sold and the price
roeage:

One company of this type has helped more than 10,000
churches, schools and P,T,A, associations to solve
their money-reising problems, and at the moment 1t

has more than a thousand such orgaenizations on its
books, This ccmpany's list of about ninety-five pro-
ducts includes socaps, perfumes, razorblades, shaving
lotions, cosmetics, pelatine desserts, hounsehcld clean-
ing supplies, flsvorings, stationery, ribbons, gift
wrappings, greeting cards and religious plecture plates,
The price range_for these articles is from 21 cents to
81,75 per 1tem.’

These means of ralsing funds have been so well accepted by

Sﬁabster'a Collegiate Dictionary (Piftkh editicn: Spring-
rield, Mass,: G, & C, Merriam Co., 1947), p. 871.

6Don Romero, "How Your Church Can Raise Funds For 'That
Special Project'," Protestant Church Administrstion and

Equipment, winter, 1956, p. 37.
"1bid,, p. Le.
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women's groups that "one of the large greeting-card com-
Panies now does more than 25 per cent of its business with
churches interested in fund-raising."8 The plan suggested
for this type of program is a system of teams and captains,
The pastor 1s to preach about it from the pulpit and it 1is to

be advertised in the local news.,
The Extent of the Practice of It

The telephone survey which was made of fifty Lutheran
congregations in the St, Louls area also showed the regular-
ity of the practice of money making affalrs among women's
groups, In seventeen instances the feeling was expressed
that women's groups had fund-raising activities regularly
or frequently. Seventeen others reported that fund-raising
activities were conducted occasionally, that is, two or
three big events during the year and a few smaller selling
activities. In twelve congregations such activities were
seldom held (meaning about one affair per year), Some of
the pastors in the latter two groups explained that they were
making efforts to decrease the number of such affairs or do '
away with them entirely but had not yet succeeded, The re- ?

i

maining four congregations reported that the women's organ-

‘1zations never sponsored affairs for the purpose of making
money, The opinion was expressed by two 3t, Louls pastors

and by the Rev, John D, Hermann, Stewardship Counsellor of

81bia,, p. Lb.
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the Lutheran Church--M1issouri Synod, that the women's groups
of St., Louis were more active in such money-making endeavors
than those located in other areas of the United States,
Though no extensive survey could be made, a comparison of
St, Louis with other geopraphical areas made on ths basis of
Survey A, indicates that this is true, Fifteen other congre-
gations in other areas of the United States were contacted
to further this comparison, The reports from these conorega-
tions alsc indicated that Rev. Hermann's opinion was corract,

The following table was made from the figures of survey
A.  One hundred thirty coples of thils survey were mailed to
those who had contact with welfare work as heads of Children's
aiqd organizations, hospitals, homes for the aged, and insti-
tutional workers.lo The seventy-one copies which were return-

TABLE 1

THE PROPORTION OF COMMUNITY WOMEN'S GROUPS WHICH
PRACTICE FUND-RAISING POR WELFARE WORK

Type of Number of groups Number which have
groups which raise funds offerings only
Hospitals 6 6

Childrents

service 8 8
Homes for

agad 10 2
nstitutionsal ?
,__Chaplains S 17
‘otal 29 33

?Personal interview, March $, 1956,

10, copy of Survey A may be found in appendix.
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ed reported sixty-two women's groups which were organized
for the stated purpose of supporting and assisting the
ministry in these areas, This table shows that about one-

half of these groups practice fund-raising,
Current Lutheran Opinion about It

Nearly all Lutheran publications have published articles
Opposed to fund-raising on the part of women's groups or on
the part or any church or church organization, Rev, J. E.
Hermann reports that "The leaders of all major Protestant
denominations in North America are opposed to 'Money-making!

afrairs.ﬂll Official action was taken against them in the
United Lutheran Church;

A resolution criticizing the raising of money for con-
gregational support through "dubious methods"” was a-
dorted by the United Lutheran Synod of New York at its
annual convention last month, Methods cited were
church suppers, bazaars, card games, and dances, The
resolution asked the ULCA to caution its congregations
throughout the nation against "commercialism" which, it
said, "is eating like a cancer into the wvital organs
of the church, causing spiritual paralysis, and null-
ifying the very purpose of the church's existence,"
Profit-making efforts are "evasions of giving," the
resolution asserted, and "carrying on God!'s work by
schemes and rackets is irrelevant and disgraceful.”la

The Lutheran printed a humorous article by Frances Swarbrick

1l"phese 'Mone -Makingi Affairs," The Lutheran Witness,

12n1h other Synods," The Lutheran Standard, CIX (June
23, 1951), 12. This resolutlon was also mentloned in the
Lutheran Qutlook, XVI, 215, and in The Lutheran Witness,
I ’ 2 .
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called "Emphasis on Frankfurters."13 Articles also appear=-
ed in the November lj, 1953, and November 18, 1953, issues,
It was said,

We must not cheapen God's kingdom by seliing 1t at the
marketplace, Why should we compete with our neighbor-
hood stores and restaurants? Those people have honest
livinegs to make and are prominent parts of our commun-
ity. Yﬁ must not make a materialistic appeal for
funds,

The following statement is from a petition which was
pPrésented in the American Lutheran Church,

Whereas, Mechanical devices for money raising in the
Church, such as suppers, bazaars, sales, carnivals,
ote., belittle the cause of Christ and hamper the
development of the grace of Christian giving, which
through the prace of God should become a personal
Christien virtue: and destroy much of the joy that God
intended His people should find in Christian giving,
and

Whereas, Such devices are not in keeping with the prin-
ciples of Christian Stewardship as taught in the Bible;
therefore be it

Resolved, That the American Lutheran Church condenns
all forms of gambling and other offensive methods that
might be used to raise funds for church work, and urges
its people and congregations carefully to restudy the
principles of Christian stewardship, especlally as they
pertain to Christian giving; . . . and that scrupulous
care be extended that all money-raising efforts in
congregations and their auxiliary organizgtions be
Scriptural and therefore above reproach.l

A news item recorded in the Lutheran Qutlook, July,

prances Swarbrick, "Emphasis on Frankfurters,"™ The
Lutheran, XXXV (February L, 1953), 23,

4Robert Hartte, "And for Me, Stewardship," The Luth-
eran, XXXVI (November l, 1953), 24.

15T:: Elwar W. 8 chram?, "We Look at our Stewardship,"
The Lutheran Standard, CX (November 15, 1952), 9,
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1951, reads,

Atlantie City, New Jersey., Members of the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of New Jersey were urged here to dis-
Courage money-making enterprises in their churches

2nd to ralse funds foi the church support only by
Sacrificial giving," 5

In response to gquestions by readers, the supplement to

the Lutheran Witness in the Northern Illinols District-

Missouri--Synod restated the following paragraphs adopted
in Pebruary 1941 at the Lutheran Pastoral Conference of
Greatar Chicago;

1. We condemn, on the basis of the Fourth, Seventh,
and Ninth Commandments, such methods of raising money
for chureh and charity purposes as are termed gambling
by state and loeal laws, even though lawmakers or law
enforcers make exceptions in favor of church and char-
ity institutions.

2, We condemn also such money raising metheds as sppeal
to the gambling instinct., . . .

3. We grant that entertainments and picnics, suppers
and sales cannot only foster Christian fellowship and
sociabllity, and provide proper recreation to which
also Christians are entitled, but also legitimate
means of earning money for church purposes sspecially
te such members as have no independent income, but
have time, energy and talents to offer,

o But we warn against the detrimental effect which
such methods have on the direct giving of other members
when these members are urged to spend more on enter-
tainments and picnics, suppers and sales, than their
family budget can allow for such purposes, or when

such members come to feel that their support of enter-
tainments, and picnics, suppers and sales, 1s equiva-
lent of or a substitute {gr direct support of the
church and charity work,

16n 1 utherans Stress Fund Raising by 'Sacrificial Giv-
ing'," Lutheran Outlook, (July, 1951), 216,

17Northern Illinois Messenger, No, 2l (St, Louls,
Missourl: Wovember 29, 1950).




