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892
nidjt Sdjritt Hielten. E3 Yann nidit genug betont iverden, baf unfer Dienft
tmf_ bem Miffionsfeld Ieine belicbige MWolltat ift, bei ber e lepten Ended
gleidygiiltig tvire, ob tvir fie braufen ober in Deut{dland ben Webiirftigen
eriveifent, fonbern e3 fallen draufen jept Enifdjeibungen filr ober gegen
ba8 Ghriftentum, die ifre Folgen filr bie Ghriftenfeit der gefamten Welt
Baben werben. E3 gefit irflid) um unfere cigenfte Sadje. — Jn Trands
baal gibt e8 ein biSher nod) nie erlebted Erivadjen der Volsftdmme. Jn
Selubunisland allein find 3 iiber 60 Hauptlinge, bie nad) Predigern und
fchrern verlangen. Budtlofe, fdjivdrmerifdje Selten und — mit grofen
Mitteln — bdie rimifdie Sirdje bemiifen fidh, die evangelifdie Miffion au
berbrdngen. Nodj erfliren die Hauptlinge, daf fie niemand ald ,Merensiyd
Diffion’ (bie Verliner Miffion) twollen. Aber die Gefalhr, dafy fie fid bald
anbern guienden, ift fehr grof. Die Mifjionarslonferens bon Gilbiranss
baal erbittet bringend bei der Geimatleitung filr 1081 fenigftens 10,000 RM.
ilber bad bisher Bemwilligte. €3 ift begeidinend filr die Sparfamleit der
b_entffﬁen Miffion und fiir ihre wirtjdaftlide Lage, dafy die Berliner WMiffion,
bie cinen Gtat bon faft 1% WMillionen Hat, fiic biefe verhaltnidmifpig Heine
Summe Ieine Dedung Hat.” & .

Book Review. — Riteratur.

Der Riythmud bder altteftamentliden Didjtung. Gine Unterfudyung ilbec
bie Pjalmen I—LXXII. Bon Lic. Urvid Bruno. WU Deidertide
Berlagsbudhandlung (D. Werner Scholl), Leipsia. 1930, 352 Seiten
5% X8Y4.

Der Berfaffer, ein jdwedijder Gelehrter, bietet hier ein eigenartiges Werl,
feinen fommentar, fonbern lauter Ausfithrungen itber den NOHhthmus der alt=
teftamentlihen Didhtung und Unterfudjungen bdarilber, benen der VWerfaffer feit
1928 affe Jeit und Kraft, die ihm fein Beruf itbriggelaffen, gerwidmet hat. (S. IIL)
Die Frage nadh) dem Wefen der Hebrdifdhen Poefie ift, feitbem juerft der englifde
Gelehrte Robert Lotwth cin befonderes Wert (De Sacra Poesi Hebracorum) dat:
iiber gefdyrieben und den bald ganj geldufig getvorbenen Ausbrud parallelismus
membrorum geprigt Hat, allerbings biel berhandbelt worben, namentlidy in den
lefiten breifia Jabrem, nadhdem bder deutjde Gelehrte Sievers feine aufjehen:
erregenden ,Metrifdhen Stubien” vorgelegt Hatte. Man fieht bielfach die Grunbs
form der Hebrdifdien Poefie nidht mehr, toie friiber faft allgemein, in bem Paral:
TeliSmu8 ber ®licder, bon benen bas eine bie Hebung, dad andbere bie Senlung
ber Rebe barftellt, fondbern will iiberall beftimmte Metra nadylveifen. Aber bad
ift ein febr unfideres @ebiet, und gar mande audy der gegentvirtigen Forjder
warnen bor ben ufftellungen diefer Metrifer, und bie dltere Wnficht bom paral-
lelismus membrorum ift nod) immer bie befte und ridytigfte. Geiwif finden fih
in ber Debrdifdien Poefie aud) Wetra, wo die Hebrdifde Sprade lange und furze
Silben (quantitierenben Mhhthmus) und betonte und unbetonte Worte und
Silben (alzentuierenden Mhythmus) aufiveift, geradbe tie fie Verfe aufjueifen
bat wie Pi. 8, 5: Ma enosch, ki tiskerennu

U-ben adam, ki tiphkedennu.
Uber folwenig foldhe BVerfe, die fih im Hebrdifdien twegen des Reidhtums feiner
CSuffize fo leiht bilben Ilaffen, beabfidhtigt, bielmehr jufdllig find, fo wenig ift
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oud) enjunchmen, daf e8 in der Hebrdifden Poefie regelrechte, dem griechifeh:
Iateini{dien Metren vergleidbare Wersmahe gegeben Habe. Nimmt man iberall
beftimmte Metra an in ber Hebriiifhen Poefie, au ber in nemerer Jeit Bfters audy
bie prophetifthen Bilder und mandye WAb{Gnitte in ben hiftorijdhen Schriften ges
redynet werben, fo qeht e8 ohne bie tollftenn Gelvaltfireidhe nidht ab. Man bergiht
gany, bof im Morgenfand, i bag aud) aus bem Urabifhen belanmt ift, Poefie
und Profa nidt fo fharf gefdjicben find toie im Wbenbland.l) Um TMetra Hers
auftellen, Got Widell, cin belannter Bertreter biefer Theorle, in ben Pialmen
ticla 2,600 Silben befeitigt ober BHinjugefilgt und 3,811 Bolalverfinderungen
borgenommen.2) UAIB Peolih die Lalten Sageneraihlungen’ der Genefis metrifd
lefen wollte, fagte HbI{ther gegen ihm mit bevetigtem Spott: »Jdh madje midh
anbeifdyig, in gleiher Weife mit den ndtigen Streidhungen und Erginsungen
aud) 3. B, Grimms Mivdhen in dem angeblich epijhen Verd8mah ber Hebrder, dbem
bon Slevers erfunbenen ,Siebener’, borjutragen.?3) Gunlel {agt in feiner Plal:
menerfliivung, ev Habe die .gegenivdrtige, bon manden beliebte Urt, auf Grund
einer bon ifnen angenommnenen Metrit ben fiberlieferten Tegt in ein Trllmmers
feld 3u berivanbeln, nidht mitgemacht=.4) Und Ehnli) urteilt Sellin fiber Moths
ftein, einen ber ent{djiedenfien Berfediter der Metril, und bemerlt, bap bet vielen -
Plelmen, wenn fein Scheme angewandt twird, nur ein ,Krlmmerfeld® UAbrigs
bleibeS) ©o ftimmen denn aud), wie Httli einmal Herborgehoben Hat, die Theorien
unb Unfdfge ber Metriter faft nie Hberein, nidt einmal in besug auf bie metho-
bifhen Grundiige, und alle Sidhecheit in beaug auf die Tegtitberlieferung Horct
auf8) Unb ¢8 ingt faft wie ein [dHlehter Wip, wenn Motindel von 2 Sam.
23, 1—7 megen bde3 untegelmibigen Metrums und Strophenbaus bon einem
»TMalfaronimetrum# redet und bon Proljd)’ Verfudh fegt:  Dehrere feiner Reifen
find aflerdings mur al8 ,Dreier’ au lefen, wenn man bdie Jeile entlang folpert
unbd fopfilber hinausftiteat.#7) Der alte, berbiente HengRenberg Hat darum mit
gutem Grunde bei feiner Doltorpromotion die Thefe berteidigt: Metris non
adstricta est Hebraecorum poesis,8) und neben warmenden und abiveifenden
Worten bon fdnig, Ovelli, bem Englinder Driver, dem Umerilaner Peters und
andern, die twoir anfiihren Idnntenm, eriwibmen Iir nur nod), daj ber gelehrte
Gnglinder ®, B. Gray “emphasizes parallelism as the main and safer
way”.9) — enden i uns nun nady diefen orientierenden TWortem, bie iwic
einmal in biejer gegenivdrtig bielverhanbdelten Sade ausfpredhen twollten, bem
borfiegenben Werle 3u, bas rwohl Aufjehen maden twirb. Brunos Hauptthefe ift,
baf nur die bolltonigen Worter rhythmijhen TWert Habexn, baf die Jahl ber
minbertonigen und tonfofen Sifben, bas heifit, ber Sentungen jivifhen ben Tons
filben, gany qleidhoitltig ift und dbaf fomit bon Bersfilhen in ber Hebrdijdhen
Didhtung Ieine Rede fein fannr. (S.2.) Aber geradbe auch feine intenfive Arbeit
3eigt, rie der Hedriifde Tert, wenn man Metra annehmen will, nidt ohne grofe
Berdnberungen bleiben fann; und bafiir ift eben dod) fein Grund vorhanben,

unb biefe Werdnberungen werden {dylieplich gany willtilclich. Vrumo ftellt bie

1) Ezpositor, Sept., 1923, p. 161: “The Mischief of Metrical Theory.”
2) Xbeologifdied Literaturblatt, 26, 467.
3) Xbeologifdhe Rundidan, 16, 293.
4) Theologifched Liternturblntt, 33, 414.
5) heologie ber Gegenmart, 4, 60,
6) Xheologifder Literaturberidit, 31, 17
T) Beit{dixift flix altteftamentlidhe !mirenl’ﬁnlt 4, 30.
8) Qeben, 1, 328.
9) Expositor, Nov., 1923, p. 324.
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Behauptung auf: Niemand, ber mit dem Palmentegt arbeitet, Tann ofne Kons
felturen auSfommen, mag cr bie eine ober bie anbere rhythmifde THeorie bes
baupten ober da8 thythmijde Problem, wenn das Heute nod) mdglich wire, gan)
beifeitelaffen. Oft ucteilt man flber dben Juftand bes Teptes fehr peffimiftifd,
unb gemwif ift biefer in feinem eingigen Pfalm gany intalt.r (S.9.) Wber wenn
¢ wictlid) fo ftiindbe, daf bder itberlicferte mafjoretifhe Tegt in feinem einpigen
Plalm underfehrt auf uns gefommen ift, bann milgte man verjweifeln. Bruno
will nun einen Plalmentert Herftellen, der bie firengften Forberungen auf Gefegs
mifigleit befriebigt, und Hat dabei beflere Erfahrungen gemadit. Gr fagt: »Jm
Saufe der Untecfudyung Hat fih mir allerdingd immer toieder und immer fticter
ber Einbrud aufgebriingt, dbaf der Peffimismus betreff8 be8 Plalmentegtes nidt
beredytigt ift. Jm Gegenteil laffen fidh folgende Thefen aufjtellen: 1. Faft alles,
was filr bie Retonftrultion der Pfalnen ndtig ift, finbet fich im Text. 2. Streis
dungen find — von grdferen Jutaten abgefehen — nur in Fdllen beutlidyer
@lofficrung ober Dittographie beredytigt. 8. Nur twenn bie Melonftrultion dbem
Konfonantenbeftande bed iiberlieferten Tertes mwirllidy nahe fommt, fann fie al8
wahrideinlidy gelten. BVor allem ift bas der Fall, wo der fiberlicferte Tegt uns
begreiffid) ift. Denn das bebeutet nur, daf c¢in Abfdyreiber, ohne ben Tert su
verftehen, ibn fo trew iwic moglich wicdersugeben berfudyt Hat. Je berborbener
ein Tegt gu fein fdeint, defto vorfidhtiger ift er beStocgen ju dndern.” (S.11)
Uber wie willtiiclidh er verfihrt, mdgen cin paar Weifpiele geigen. Ju Pf. 1,
B, 2: ,Sonbern Hhat Luft jum Gefels ded DErrn und redet von feinem Gefel
Tag und Nadyt* fagt er: ,Da ,Gefel sweimal in diefer Strophe vorfommt, liegt
fiher ein Fertfehler vor, toie aud) ber Mhythmus zeigt — 8 fehit cin betontes
Wort.” (S.13.) Uber oblwoh! nidht der geringfte Grund vorhanbden ift, weshalb
ber Didter nidyt jtocimal das Wort ,Gefeh im ParalleliSmus gebraudyt Haben
tonnte, toill Bruno bas Wort dndern, und ftatt NN foll man bafilr lefen NRI'.
©o lautet ber Vers: ,Sonbern feine Cuft hat in ber Furdyt vor Jahbve unbd fiber
fein Gefey finnt Tag und Nadht.# (S.13.12.) Gerabefo mup Pf. 2, 12: .Riiffet
ben Sobn, baf er nidht iirne und ihr umlommet auf bem ege” gedindert werden.
Bruno behauptet: .Ebenfalls verdorben ift der Anfang von B, 12. 3 (Sohn)
ift in bem RKontert finnlos.* (S.18.) Und nun eriviigt er verfdyicdene Mdglidhs
feiten und nimmt fdylieflid) bebridijdye Wirter an, bie in beutjdher fiberfegung
fo Tauten: ,.faffet lignerijhes Gejdytodf, bak er nidt jlicne und ihr vergeht.”
(S.15.) Wenn e8 wicllih {o ftilnde, dann Ivilrbe man beffer tun, bie Befdifs
tigung mit einem fo berborbenen Fexte aufsugeben. Uber 8 fteht, Gott fei Dant,
nidt fo; ber fiberlicferte Text des Ulten Teftaments, iiber den Gott in bejonders
wunberbarer Weife gelvad)t und zu dbeffen Hiltern er bie Juben mit ihrer pein:
lihen Sorgfalt und Genauigleit eingefest Hat, ift, von ver[dhivinbenden Uuss
nahmen abgefehen (bie fid) aber aud) burdy eine befonnene Teptiritit (Bien laffen),
und fider iibeclicfert und bilbet ben feften Grund bes Herrlidhen Gefangs und
@cbetbudys bes Ulten Teftaments, aus bem alle Chriften je und je Qehre, Mabh:
nung, Grmunterung, Troft und Grquidung gefd)dpft Haben. (BVgl. Suthers bes
tiithmte Borrebe baju, XIV, 20,) — Wi ftellen nidt in Abrede, dbaf das bors
liegenbe Wert ganj intereflante, eingehende Studien bringt, aud) gar mandye gute
und vedit braudpare Gingelbemerfungen Hat und daf bie wdrtlidge Hberfeung
oft red)t qut getroffen ift; aber al8 @Ganjes milffen wir ¢8 ablehnen, und es ift
{dabe um ben Uufivand bon Fleif und Gelehriamleit, dber auf die fo unfidere
Trage be8 Metrums berivandt toird, ftatt daf man fich mit ber Erildrung ded
Fegted befafit. Q. Ficbringer.
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Studies in Romans. By H. @¢. Randolph. 87 pages. Price, 35 cts.

Studies in First Corinthians. By 0. Gornitska. 78 pages. Price, 30 cts.
Lutheran Bible Institute, Minneapolis, Minn.

These two pamphlets are designed for a popular study of the Bible.
The authors are Lutheran pastors, teaching at the Lutheran Bible Insti-
tute, Minneapolis, Minn. We are glad to note that sufficient emphasis
has been put on the doctrines set forth in the above-named epistles. The
plan of study is simple, but practical. The chapters are carefully out-
lined, brief notes are given on difficult words and phrases, and review
questions are appended at the end of each chapter. The Studies in Ro-
mans teaches the error of the restoration of Isracl. Pastors wishing to
use these studies must somewhat alter them to suit their local mceds.

J. T. MUELLER.

Educational Movements of To-Day. An Attempt to Define, Analyze,
and Evaluate Some of the Educational Tendencies of To-day as They
Exist in the Schools of the Church and the Schools of the State,
with a View to Discovering Their Significance for Morality and Re-
ligion. By Walter Albion Squires, D.D. Board of Christian Edu-
cation of the Presbyterian Church in the U. 8. A., Philadelphia, Pa.
208 pages, 5X734. Price, $1.25.

The author is Director of Week-day Religious Instruction of the Pres-
byterian Church and has done a good deal of work in the field of religious
instruction, especially during the last ten years. But frankly, the present
reviewer obtained much more information and stimulation from the pre-
vious books of the same author: The Pedagogy of Jesus in the Twilight
of To-day and Psychological Foundations of Religious Education, than
from the present book. The discussion of principles in the first part of
the book indeed is very interesting, for here the author very ably disposes
of the menace of the anti-Biblical attitude in secondary and higher edu-
cation and just as energetically exposes Freudianism, Behaviorism, All-
port’s Social Psychology, and Pragmatism. There is a fine paragraph on
page 20 on the need of religion in a complete education and on “The Su-
premacy of Jesus” in chapter VIII. It is refreshing to find statements
such as these: “A union between Christian denominations purchased at
the cost of some essential belief about Jesus may be bought at too great
a price” (p.165). “The teaching task of the Church demands teachers
who are instructed and teachers who are skilled, but most of all teachers
who are godly” (p.167). “There is a conception of a child-centered pro-
gram which is incompatible with a Christ-centered program” (p.170 {£.).
But the solution offered by the author is practieally that of Dr. Athearn,
of Church and State cooperating in a national system of education. He
evidently cannot become reconciled to the idea of a parish-school system,
in which every church-body would take care of its own children. Here
is the weakness of the book. For all attempts to take care of the relig-
ious training of the children on a part-time plan cannot take the place
of the best American system, the bringing up of children in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord, with every subject in the course of study
permeated by the fear of God. P. E. ERETZMANN.
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Sin and the New Psychology. By Olifford E. Barbour, Ph. D. The
Abingdon Press, New York. 200 pages, 514 X73%. Price, $2.00.
Not only an attempt to point out correspondences between the new
psychology and Christianity, but to bring the two into harmony. Any
one who has but a superficial knowledge of psychoanalysis as represented
in the works of Freud, Adler, Jones, Jung, and others will realize that
there is a great gulf fixed between this view of the ailments of men's
souls and the Christian ideas of sin and salvation. If a bridge can be
thrown between these two systems, it would be somewhat along the lines
of Dr. Barbour. However, his parallelism is vitiated by the fact that he
frankly accepts the Semi-Pelagian view of sin. “Most of us, like Ar-
minius, prefer the middle course charted by the Semi-Pelagians. While
it is freely admitted that it is only by the grace of God that we finally
attain salvation from sin, yet it must be insisted that man takes the
first step. Man is not totally depraved, but has a spark of goodness; and
if he ‘follow the gleam,’ it will lead him to God” (p.123 ff.). The theme:
As modern psychology has the purpose of setting free the mind from
complexes and inhibitions and thus restoring it to the normal function,
80 “freedom from sin is attained, according to the Christian doctrine, by
first recognizing the existence of, and the cause for, sin and subsequent
repentance and acceptance of the guidance of Christ in sanctifieation”
(p-20). For instance, there is original sin. Stated in the language of
psychology, the first sinner “left a primordial tendency for evil in the
collective unconscious which influences the lives of all members of the
race, 8o that all tend to do wrong” (p.138). The greatest of the psycho-
analysts, Freud, agrees. “Psychoanalysis here confirms,” he says, “what
the pious were wont to say — that we are all miserable sinners” (p.136).
The author adds: “Freud is not supporting the Christian doctrine of sin,
but he is underlining the universal human tendency to choose ends of
lower moral worth when the possibility exists of following higher ideals”
(p-136). An original and stimulating book, one might even say, remark-
ably sane and sober, but not, as a reviewer in the Lutheran maintains,
“written from a Christian standpoint.” THx. GRAEBNER.

Oandreidung fiir Glauben und Leben. BVon Prilat D. Th Traub,
Btoeiter BVand., Duellverlag dber Gvangelifdhen Gefeljdaft, Stuttgart.
264 Seiten 53 X8. Preis: M. 4.30.

Diefe Unalelten bieten in fehs RKapiteln (.DHeiliger Geift, Heiliges Abends
mafl, Ehre, Sanftmut und Jorn, Vom Briefjdyreiben, Freundfdhafts) viel braudys
bates Material, 8 finden fich treffende Aus{pritdhe und Grifdrungen von Suther
unb anbern betvdhrien Scjreibern, Schlagworte, illuftriecrende Gradhlungen ufr.
Dancben ift aber aud) mandes Minberivertige und DBerlehete aufgenommen
toorben. Sdyriftjteller tie Gocthe und GEmerfon fommen ju Worte, Der Bers
faffer fagt gany ridtig: ,Das Wort vermittelt ben Geift”, itiert dabei aber ofme
toeitere8 . Gobet: ,Das Wort ift dbas Pringip der objeltiven, ber Geift das ber
fubjeftiven Offenbarung.” (S.32) S.91 Deift e8: ,Das driftlihe Heil wwitd
bei Qutheranern und Meformierten anders erfaft und erlebt. Wobl find die
Unterfdyiede nur beziehungs- und gradweife. Sie hindbern evangelifhes Britbers
liyes JufommenBalten in feiner Weife.” Und obroohl die lutherifde Adendmahiss
Iehre belannt wicd, heift e8 bod fHlieklidh: ,Mag e8 ,in, mit, unter’ fein, mag s
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anber8 fein: @hriftus felbft gibt fih uns.» — Folgende Proben mdgen die gute
Ceite be8 Budyes fennjeihnen. Das Kapitel ,Freundfdaft* beginnt mit dem
Saf: .Oute Freunde rednet Suther jum tdglidhen Vrot* und fdliekt mit dem
Wort: ,Mein JE{us ift der befte Freund.s ,Der Philofoph Wolf in Halle {dhried
ouf ein Rundidyceiben, bad ben Senat jum Erfdeinen bei einer Fejtlichleit anfs
fotbecte: ,Vidi, consentio. Syebod) ba ih mir vorgenommen, beSfelb’gen Tags
be8 Radytmahis su gebraudjen, fo weif i) vor meiner Perfon nidt, ob i wecbe
jugegen fein t3nnen; bdod) will iy e8 mit meinem Qeren Beidytvater fiberlegen.”
(6.77.) .Mit vecblilffender Offendeit fpridit D. Otto Baumgarten eine ber bes
bentlihften Folgen bde8 mobernen iheologifthen Betricbed aus: ,Unfere Saien
tonnen fidy gar nidyt genug mit ber fiberseugung erfliflen, bah in diefen Fragen,
obfthon fie ihr @laubensintereffe fo nabe berilfren, lebiglich bie Kemner ber Res
ligionSgefdhicyte guftindig find.* Das fehlte gerabe nody, dak wwic ftatt des einen
unfeflbaren Papftes bdie vielen Religionsgefdichtsprofefloren mit ifren vielen
fidy widerfpredhenden Behauptungen als Autorititen in Glaubensfaden annehmen
miljtenl* (S.71.) h. Gngelder.

Glimpses of the Lives of Great Missionary Women. By Paul E.
Kretamann. Vol. IX of Men and Missions, edited by L. Fuerbringer.
09 pages, 5X7%,. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price,
40 cts.

This is the ninth mission-brochure of the splendid series of popular
mission-studies edited by Dr. L. Fuerbringer, which ought to find a wide
and blessed use in our Church. They were conceived as practical helps
to foster the missionary spirit especinlly among our Lutheran youth,
and they serve that purpose in an excellent way. The little volume just
published presents ten biographical sketches of famous woman mission-
aries whose lives were dedicated to the cause of missions among the
heathen. This booklet, we are sure, will be deeply appreciated by our
lndies’ nids and young ladies’ societies, and the attention of our pastors
is called to its timeliness, since we are now considering the expansion
of our missionary enterprises. The sketches are absorbingly interesting
and full of instructive material. The numerous illustrations in this
volume will be welcomed as a specially desirable feature. These mis-
sionary booklets are now being sold by the hundreds; their sale should
be by the thousands, for they are valuable helps in arousing interest for
our missions. J. T. MUELLER.

The Mind at Mischief. Tricks and Deceptions of the Subconscious, and
How to Cope with Them. By William S.Sadler, M.O., F.A.O. 8.
Funk & Wagnalls Company, New York and London. 400 pages,
6X0%;. Price, $4.00.

Dr. Badler has been for twenty years Director of the Chicago Institute
of Research and Diagnosis and in his capacity has had much to do with
neurotics and neurasthenies and other patients suffering with nervous
troubles and emotional disorders. He is a master of psychic analysis
applied for the cure of such sufferers. In The Mind at Alischief he
describes the many ailments of the human mind and nervous system this
side of actual mental derangement or insanity and describes the methods
of treatment applied by the psychic analyst, “embracing suggestion, per-
suasion, instruction, and encouragement, not to mention inspiration and
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assurance on his part, coupled with the neccssary discipline which enables
theso patients —after the real cause of their trouble has been fully ex-
plained to them — to indulge enough faith, hope, and courage to get well”
(p.322). It is a book of great practical value for the pastor, opening
up, as it does, the scientific study of phenomena with which also the
minister has to deal in his pastoral work. The reviewer has found in its
pages the explanation of some mysterious “cases” with which he had o
deal in his pastoral practise.

As indicated in the subtitle, Dr. Sadler deals chiefly with those strange
vagaries which have their source and explanation in the subconscious field
of mental activity. It eannot be said that the author allies himself with
any distinct school of psychic analysis. We are intercsted especially in
his attitude towards the Freudians. While acknowledging the merits of
Freud’s technique in exploring the mind, he has found those methods of
treatment most successful which apply Dubois’s scheme of reeducation—
freely and frankly telling the whole truth to the patient (p.111). He does
not accept Freud’s contention that practically all wishes that are sup-
pressed and seek expression in dream-life are of a sexual nature (p. 204).

Naturally, a considerable part of the book is devoted to the various
complexes, which he defines as “a system or group of related ideas and
connected memories which have ‘strong emotional tone’ and which un-
failingly exhibit the power of so influencing our conscious thinking as to
direct our reactions and behavior into certain uniform and definite chan-
nels” (p. 119). The Fear Complex, the Inferiority Complex, the Con-
science Complex, the Maladjustment Complex, all come in for very thor-
ough discussion, and one of the last chapters of the book is devoted to
tho methods applied in psychoanalysis in order to locate and dispose of
these trouble-makers.

In the simplest, untechnical language Dr. Sadler takes up the problems
indicated by the terms Projection, Introjection, Hypnotism, and Hysteris.
Cases of double personality, dissociation, and somnambulism are placed
on record, and the relation of Spiritism to these phenomena is pointed out.
Automatic writing, crystal gazing, telepathy, the origin and nature of
dreams, are treated in illuminating chapters. The author has investigated
more than twenty individuals who were trance mediums, and references
to spiritistic phenomena are found scattered through the book. In his
opinion “many Spiritualists, like our neurotics, are victims of self-decep-
tion; they are not comsciously fraudulent” (p.25). A large class of
mediums “is self-deceived; they are ignorant of the technique of the work-
ings of their own peculiar minds, and while they do not see spirit forms
and do not hear invisible beings of one world delivering messages to the
sojourners of another world, they do, in their own minds, through the
technique of the psychology I have here explained, seem actually to see
the forms and hear the voices which they describe to their superstitious
followers. They are deluded by the tricks of their own minds, deceived by
the intricate workings of their own intellects” (p.20). Nevertheless it is
his opinion that about 75 per cent. of commonplace spiritistic manifesta-
tions are frauds — “comscious, deliberate, commercial frauds” (p. 251).
However, he does not exclude the possibility of actual supernatural phe-
nomena and in the appendix records a case which he has been unable to
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account for on purely natural premises. We were interested in Dr. Sadler’s
opinion “that the ultimate solution of the problems involved in the phe-
nomena of Spiritualism (of this sort) will have to be referred to the
theological courts” (p.233), as also in his remark that “to just the extent
that men and women drift away from their belief in the theologic teach-
ings and dogmas of their family church connections, they are likely to
become ready and willing experimenters with Spiritualism in their effort
to solve the problems of an unseen world and a future lifc” (p.349). He
finds in the dissatisfaction with Materialism an explanation for the present
vogue towards Spiritism and other efforts to get in touch with the in-
visible world beyond the grave. The relation of Spiritism to Hysteria and
Dissociation is illustrated in many startling and altogether convincing
incidents.

Naturally, the discussion often verges upon the religious field. We
cannot agree with the author when he charges the Old Testament writers
with the teaching that “man’s real destiny is limited by the grave” (p. 354),
and his frequent reference to a hang-over in the subconscious mind from
earlier stages of man’s evolution will not be accepted by those who be-
lieve in the account of Creation recorded in Genesis. Really, the oft-
repeated statement in Dr. Sadler’s book that “acquired characteristics are
not inherited” (pp. 173.218.244) leaves the evolutionary hypothesis sus-
pended in air.

Concerning the effect of the moving picture even on adults, the author
has this to say: “There is no question in my mind that this tendency
to allow the mind to dwell upon exciting and emotional scenes in the
motion-picture house, this repeated arousal of the strongest emotions that
surge in the human breast, without providing any opportunity for the
mind and body to respond to these emotional urges, represents a real and
very deleterious strain upon the nervous system” (p.73). Concerning the
small family: “An only child is always more subject to embarrassment
and bashfulness of this sort. It is a great misfortune to be raised alone”
(p.139). From his treatment of a case of Religious Complex, a minister
who believed he had committed the unpardonable sin: “He admitted a few
days ago that it was probably true that one who had committed the un-
pardonable sin, whatever it was, would be the last to worry about having
committed it” (p.93). To the man who under the same complex neglected
his family, he quotes the scripture: “A man who does not provide for
his family is worse than an infidel” (p.102), and to another gloomy type:
“Let us develop a religious experience that is based on ‘looking unto Him
who is the Author and Finisher of our faith’” (p.176), and in treating
a case of Conscience Complex: “I have to remind her of the doctrine that
Christ came that our ‘joy might be full’; that we were to ‘cast our burdens
on the Lord’ and ‘rejoice evermore.’ I had to look up a lot of texts for
this woman, such as: ‘A merry heart doeth good like a medicine’” (p. 182).
A church-worker who worried over her religious prospects was reminded
“that the good Lord had no more trouble carrying her on top of her
burdens than underneath them; He had to carry them all anyway” (p. 191).

The reader is impressed with the wide scope of the author’s experience
and with the advancements of modern psychology in the treatment of
mental disorders. The book reveals hidden misery little suspected by the
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ordinary man and is in fact one great testimony to the truth of universal
depravity, our impulses ever getting the best not only of our reasom, but
of our conscience: “Whatever it is that you really and truly long to do,
reason will sooner or later find justification for your doing” (p.78). “We
discover the vast possibilities for malevolent mischief and sinister decep-
tion that exist in the deep confines of the human mind” (p.15). “The
Biblical writer must have referred to the subconscious when he spoke 80
understandingly of the human mind, saying: ‘The heart is deceitful above
all things and desperately wicked; who can know it?"” (p.7).
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