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CHAPTER it 

THE BISLIGAL PATTERN FOR CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

4S we have seen, man's sin keeps him from full realisation 

of God's purpose for him in the Church. This would vitiate 

the need for such a thesis as this, except for the fact that w 

don't have to depend on mants efforts to strive toward the goal 

for the Church. This is God's work, for the Church is His 

Creation. ‘hat the Church is God's creation is plainly taught 

in the Hible, und as we see it as Ilis creation, we also see for 

what purpese Ged created it, how the early Christian Church saw 

this purpose, and how they fulfilled it. This charter will 

attempt to susmarize these teachings as guidelines for our further 

Study of the problem. Thus we will outline the Biblical pattern 

of the Church's community, the Church's worship, the Church's 

stewardship, and the Church's outreach, especially as they 

appear as corporate activities which show strong spiritual 

relationships among the meabers of the Church. 

The Church's Community 

with God 

AS we look into the Bible, we find that Sed, from the earii-~ 

est time, chose for Himself’ a people. Geing back to Abraham, 

we find God promising to create a people, to bless them, and to
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protect theu.+ God was creating His people, Uis Church, which 

would worship Him do iis will, trust in Him for their needs, us 

a community. we see this u Little clearer as God takes this 

people out of Egypt. As He had made a covenant with Adam, Noah, 

and Abraham, so He makes 4 covenant with the children of Israel: 

Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indecd, and 
my covenant, then ye shali be & peculiar treasure 

unto me above all people; for all the earth is mine ; And 
be unte me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 

Again and again, through Hoses, the Judges, and the prophets, 

the Lord reminded Israel of their special relationship with Hin. 

he it was who had brought them out of the land of Egypt; He it 

was who defeated their enemies; He was their Father, for He had 

created then in a very speciai way.’ But even then, to show 

that Israel was not siarly created to be a political entity, cut 

people connected to God by His covenant grace to do 

His will, we see the idea of the remnant auphasized by the pro- 

phets.4 

a group of 

This ts made even more clear when we sce that Jesus and 

the Apostles viewed the New Testament Church as a continuation, 

an extension, of the Old Testament people of God, chosen and   SR eit vee 

cen 20 12: Zyde 

Zixod. 19:5,6. 

3hxod. 6: 373 Deute 42373 ITI Sam. 7:23; Fse 135:4; Ine 43215 
453 hs 63: 16; Hos. ii:l. { 

‘ts. Lt95 4235 11:46; 37:65 Jere 6:93 23:35 31:7) Uzek. 1hr22; 
Mic. 2:12; Zech. 2:9; cf. also tom. 3:27; 12:5. 
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Created by Him.? So Jesus had in mind a community which was 

at once new, and at the same, a continuation of the old. Flew 

gives as evidence five aspects of Jesus! teaching and action: 

(1) His conception of a new Israel, especially in view of His 

references and allusions to the Remnant and His role as the 

Servant, the representative of Israel; (2) "The fact that He 

taught His disciples, as the nucleus of the new Israel; the 

ethical teaching of Jesus presupposed a new community, and the 

power to fulfil the new demands." (3) His conception of Messiah- 

ship; inherent with the Messianic idea is that the Messiah would 

gather a community in the last days. (Here Flew would include 

the concept of the Son of Man as the representative of the Saints 

of the most High.) (4) His message of the Gospel itself consti- 

tuted the new community; 

"the fact that He preached and that His message was of a 
certain kind, inevifabl mark off those who accepted it from 
those who did not." [the message of the reign of God 
and the new covenant also inevitable imply a community.) 

(5) "The fact that He sent out His disciples on a certain mission. 

That mission governed His conception of apostleship."° This con- 

tinuity of community was felt by the Apostles, who continued to wor- 

ship in the temple and synagogues, and who preached the Gospel first 

RE TD 

FRom.e 11:17-22; Gal. 4:28. 

6p, Newton Flew, Jesus and His Church (London: The Epworth 
Press, C1938), pe &&. 

7Ipid. 

Srpad. This evidence is summarized on p. 48, with a more 
exhaustive study continuing on to p. 122. 
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the Jews.’ Indeed, Peter and the others would have been loath 

extend the invitation to be joined to Christ anid His pesple 

the Gentdles, had not ded directly dnutervened.*” st. at. 

Paul could mourn the hardness of his people, and identify the 

tile Church with Isruel, calling then the twigs which were 

fted on to the vine of Israel.!! at any rate, it is clear 

t the Church is regarded &¢ an act of God, not of men. One 

id quote many passages to show this idea which is repeated 

throughout the New Testament, as Acts 2:47, *hnd the Lord added 

to the Church daily such as should be saved.t2 36 the fellove 

p in the Church is first of all by Sod and with God. As 

en says: 

the primary viewpoint of Christian faith relative to the 
Ghurch is that it exists as. 2 divine creation in the world 
of mon. Under sueh circumstances it is clear that one can- 
not ricshtly understand the nature and function of the chureh 
us long us one follows a sociological asproach. if the 
church vests on the Zoundation of the finished work of Sed 
in histery and the new age thereby introduced, anc if the 
church exists in the world as the dominion of Christ on 
earth anc a Fellowshin ereated by the Spirit, it would act 
only be unsatisfactory but directly misleading to define 
the Church in terms of human endeavors and efforts. The 
church is then something entirely different from a mere 
human organigation, or & human seclety and association for. 
the sabisfaetion of certain religious needs ond interests.*/ 

OT CE ES Be 

Gru: 

Fhovs 1:6; 3 

tects LOeil. 

Llpom. 9-11. 

légr. also Eph. 1} Acts 20:26; I Thess. 2:14, and all the 

233 5:42; and others. 

passages which give a picture of the Church, as the Hody, Vine, 
put eres Bride, Household, ete., which show the priority of God's 
activity. 

I3custaf Aulen, “fhe Church of God", Phe Faith of the Ghristian — 
rch, translated by Eric #. Wabhlstrom and G. Everete arcen 

    (Parra adeipbia: The Muhlenberg Press, ¢c.19j8), pe 3356 
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This means that we do not have to develop any feeling of 

fellowship vefore fellowship would be present. This felloxshin 

in the Church is already there beceuse God has established it. 

This is true becouse we ail have fellowship with God, through 

Jesus Christ. "fhe kolnonia draws its fundamental character, 

not from the degree of spiritual intimacy to which we may atteia 

with some of our fellow-Christians, but from communion with God. "24 

This cownunion with Ged exists in Christ. "So then, the speci- 

flcally Christian characteristics of the koinonia, as a human 

fellowship, depend wholly upon its essence, that is, upon the 

communion of aan with Ged in Christ."25 for Ghrist has, by his 

atonement, reconciled God with nan , 26 and made him an heir of 

=i
 

God"! an close fellowship with Haia. 4S 

Nor is thic theseentric activity of establishing fellowship 

between God and man cenfined to only two of the Persons of the 

Wely Trinity. is we say that Ged the Father creates and chooses 

His people, and that this has been accomplished by the redenptive 

work of the Son, so we must say that thre fact of the Church, the 

Community of chose in fellowship with God and with each other, 

is made possible, is energised by the work of the Holy Spirit. 

eee 

Aa, 3. Thornton, The Common Life in the Bocy of Christ 
(London: Dacre Press, Cel9k2}, Pe L5d- 

  

  

Gal. 425,63 Eph. 2:55 ple ale 

Le sonn 5:20; I John 1:3,5, et. al. In this connection we 
could aiso List all the "in Christ" passuges. 
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fle is the promised Strengthener of the Church +7 whose activity 

does not step with the Pentecostal creation of the New Testanental 

Acts 2:42 a reference to the cf Church. Indeed, some have seen in 

Sonnon sharing of the Holy Spirit, and so interpret II Corinthians 

L2:14 and Phillipians 21:1 to meen "the participation in the toly 

Yun S$ ae 2 oi0e > , : “ “pLrit."*“ ‘This seems sunported in the fact that these whe would 

receive the "#4ft of the he
 renent, believe, and be buptised, would 

Spirit, <4 Gt any rate, it seems clear that "whet the first 

Christians had in common wis not an inapirings experience, but a 

mM
 

gift of the snirit received an@ perménently shared."“* So Yrunner 

sutpous ing of the Holy Ghost ang wig exlatbence of the 
30 close ly comnected that they may se actualiy 
whore the Roly Ghost is, there is the Christian 

and the Holy Ghost is not othorwice there than 
siven to the comaunity. Therefore the ¢onmu- 

the vord and Spirit of Christ preceded the 
‘ Gne does not first believe and then 

ship: but one becomes a belisver just because 
gift voucheafed to the fellowship.= 

> ae 
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“With FellowChristians 

5¢ this new reletionship with God, through His ow activitr, 

oh eee 

Vogel 2:25; John 19:26. 

Ob. Cit., Pe 7a CL. aloo Emil Brunner, The 
ofr the Church, translated by Nureld Enight 

vestuanaces Press, ¢.1753}, pe 1a. 
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Lo:473 LL:L5-15. 

  

Thornton, op. Cite, pe Fire 
3% = “*5rummer, op. cita, pe LL. 
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alvo creates a new relauionship with fellow wen, especially those 

who share in this fellowship with God. Thus this koinonia is { 

: 

in two directions: { 

divine side 1t was & mystical union with and norbici- } 
in the Life of Christ through recelving the zifte of - | 

ivit. On the human side Lt conaisted in a fellowshis ; 
, whose mutual relations were transformed in + 
sienificence shrough the gift which they shared. 

   
       

   any holy, scaceful fellowshio or scmaunity 

this divine intervention. It is only by 

Virtue of Christ's vedemption and the sely Spirit's activity thet 

the barriers between Ged and man, and man and man, are eliminated. 

Contemporary theolowiens writing on thig subject are very explicit 

in this, und perhaps some of thelr finest passages are just in 

this aren. Fer thia reason, rather lengthy quotations from 

Several are here ineluded. Bonhoefirer, commenting on Lok. 2:14: 

sithout Christ we also would not know our brother, nor could 
we cone to hin. The way is blocked by cur om ego. Christ 
opened up the way to God and to our brother. flow Christians 
can live with one snother in BEACH 5 they can Love aml serve 
cone another; they can become one. *? 

ina again:   

  

the fact 2 are Brethren only through Jesue Christ is 
of immessurablie sisaificancs. Not only the other person 
who is earnest and devoub, who comes te me sceking brother- 
heed, must E desl with in feliowshio. My brother is rather 
that other person who has been redeemed by Christ, delivered 
froa His sin, and called to faith and eternal Life. fet 
what a men is in himself as a Oheistiaa, his anirituclity 

plety, constitutes the basis of our community. What 
    

a = 8 oy ““EHOINLGN, OPe Cite, Pe Fie 

““nictrich Sonhoerfer, Life Tezether, translation and 
introduction by John W. Doberstein (New York: Harper & Bros., 
c.195h), pp. 23 f. , " = a    
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determines ou’ brotherhoesd is what thet man is by reason 
of Christ. (tur ee with one Gnothexr consists solely 
in vhat Christ has done to both of us. 

NO &ise Caennerer: 

the Ghurch is o fellowship in Christ. The progress of 
redeaction in Christ was one by which God desipned te vather 
all together into one Christ. that rodcaption Lock away 

     

    
lender tl wat bebwoen men and Sod and hence all that was 
between saan and men; thereby dew and Gentile cecame of the 

    
gon: whip, the seme body, the same felLlowshin, ene family of 
God in christ. {once & bond ami tic exist between the 
individuals of the Christian Church, the bond of leve and 
pGaceé which is establishsd by Gospel and Sacrament. That 
bond demonstrates itself not onty in a general way, but 
préctically and as CLVeLY, ie the overcoming of flesh end 
worki: in one exercise of Shristisan love in the practicai 
reLations of Life in ‘Senge ani in the various Christisn 
callings in oartieular.* 

40 also Hunt: 

It is by receiving this auerifics as God's act fer our Lor- 
#ivenesa and redeaption that we become members of the church- 
community, citizens of the lela oF Gods « « « ALi that 
we do is accent this gift. Then we are numbered with the 
people of God. Then we are “holy brethren,". . . our nsw 
Condition of peace wlth Cod must "af fect oun relationship 
with other people. Vor one taing, ue nook on all mea with 
a new kind of equality. . - . We are ejual because we recog- 
nige one mother as (a) equal aiansre, (b) saved by the same 

sacrifice, the death of Christ. . . « Another thing 
that harpens isa thet we stop trying to justify curselves. 

« fith self-justifLeation gone, one of the chie? obsta- 
n to community is eliminated. - « « & third resuit of 

cepting God's gift of His Son is that we muke ethical daci- 
ns as carefully and prayerfully aS we con, but knowing 
i well that sone of then wiil be wronge « oe » Sherefore, 

e live daily in on atmosphere of fergziveness.<¢ 

  

20 isc Thornton: 

26rngG os aie, Bo af6¢ 

  

“Tiishavd £. Cagumerer, The Church in the World (Gt. Louis: 
Concordia Publishini: fiouse, cslo49]}, pre wu Tt. 

*52e0rge Laird hunez iediscovering the Church (New York: 
Association Presa, ¢.1956), ppe Lo-g0. 
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The old self was led captive by the forces of "the flesh." 
fut the new self lives in a sphere where the conflict betwoen 
the inward and the outward, censeLence ani nature, is resolved 
ints 2 new harmony. When the leve of Christ is in control, 
the reace eof Chriat settles all disputes. his is true in 
the koinonia of Christ's Body, just in so far aa it is also 
truc in the interior life, where "Christ liveth in me." 

rice the horizontal relations of the koinonda cenand won 

ON ut 

oi Christ's Le ake rat 

christ us co-pertners in a common life. 

relations. The fellowship of the menbers with 
in the peace of Shrist depeniis upon the control 
Love over all, upen the compunion of #]1 with 

7 . 
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the Ghureh is the realigaticn of true community. Ite essen- 
tict nature is fellowship between sersons. It can be the 
manifestation of the true meaning of comaunity because its 
ife is rooted in ths love of Ged. It is only the love of 

oud Which cun deliver us from our self-centred isolation 
and set us free to love our fellow-aien. the sore we struggie 
tO OVeErcome our cpocentricity the more egocentric we become. 
Uily a love that comes to us from without and gives cur Lives 

new centre in the One woo loves us cun break the fetters 
of our self-love. The Church ic thus the saphere of free 
relations of mutual Love and trust between persons, and is 
“eat to ve the witness to the world of the true relations 
of men with one another. IU 
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Yow that it has been shown that the Church is a community 

of people in fellowship with God through the redemption of Chriat 

4 ond the activity of the Holy Spirit, and hence in fellowship with 

gach other, we must see what the function of this community is 

45 regards its members. Ferhans the very word koinonia gives or
 

the answer. lu Brau sees it used in three ways in the Nes 

Testament: (1} As commen sharing of spirituel or satverial things i 

(Phil. 1:5,73 3:10; Phileu. G6); ani possibly Acts 2:42; =
 

we
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“$thornton, op. cite, pe 15% 
207, i. Gldham, "The Function of the Church in Soclety,* 

she Church and its function in society, odited by Willem A. 
viscer 1 Hoott (London: ccerge Alien ond Unwin Ltd., ¢21937), 
pe 160. . 

  

  
   


