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protvect theum.~ God was creating His people, lis Church, which

would worshin Him do jfils will, trust in Him for their needs, us

2 commuaity. e see bhis o litile clearer as God takes this
pecple out of Egypt. As He had made a covenant with fdam, MNoah,
and Abraham, so fe makes a covenant wiih the children of Israel:

re, 1f ye will obey my voice indecd, and

Now therecfor
covenant, then ye shall be & pecullar treasure
.'U

Kecp my
unkto me
ye shzll
nation, <

ove all people; for all the earth is mine; And

be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy

Again and again, through koses, the Judges, and the prophets,
the Lord reminded Isracl of their special relationship with Eiw.
e it was who had brought theam out of the land of Lgypt; lie it
was who defeuted their enemies; He was their Father, for iHe had
creatoed them in a very special way.j But even then, Lo show
that Tsrael was not siaply created to be a political entity, bui
a gmoup of people connected to Sod by Hls covenunt grace to do
His will, we seec the idea of the remnant emphasizad by the pro-
nhetg.

Thiz is nmade even more clear when we sce that Jesus and

the Apoztles viewsd the Hew Testament Church as a continuation,

an extension, of the Qld Testament people of God, chosen and

ixod. 617; Deute 4:37; II Sam. 7:23; Fae 135:4; Is. &3:l;
b5y 63:16; Hos. ii:1.

bis. 1.9 L:3; 11:16; 37:4; Jer. 6:9; 23:3; 31:7; Hzek. 14:223
Mie., 2:12; 2 eph. 2:9; cf. &lso fiom. 2:27; 11:5.
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created by Him.” So Jesus had in mind a community which was
at once new, and at the same, a continuation of the old. Flew
gives as evidénce five aspects of Jesus! teaching and action:
(1) His conception of a new Israel, especially in view of His
references and allusions to the Remnant and His role a3 the
Servant, the representative of Israel; (2) "The fact tﬂ;t-He
taught His disciples, as the nucleus of the new Israel; the
ethical teaching of Jesus presupposed a new community, and the
Power to fulfil the new demands."® (3) His conception of lMessiah-
ship; inherent with the Messianic idea is that the Messiah would
gather a community in the last days. (Here Flew would include
the concept of the Son of Man as the representative of the Saints
of the most High.) (4) His message of the Gospel itself consti-

tuted the new community;

"the fact that He preached and that His message was of a
certain kind, 1nev19ab1 mark off those who accepted it from
those who did not."” [¥he message of the reign of God
and the new covenant also inevitable imply a community.]
(5) "The fact that He sent out His disciples on a certain mission.
That mission governed His conception of apostleahip.“s This con-
tinuity of community was felt by the Apostles, who continued to wor-

ship in the temple and synagogues, and who preached the Gospel first

" SRom. 11:17-22; Gal. 4:28.

R, Newton Flew, Jesus and His Church (London: The Epworth
Press, c.1938), p. 48.

Tbid,

8Ib:ld._ This evidence is summarized on p. 48, with a more
exhaustive study continuing on to p. 122,
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to the Jews.”? Indecd, Peter and the othors would have been loath

to extend the invitation to be joined to Christ and His pesple
10

to the Gentiles, had not God directly intervencd. dt. St

Paul eould mourn the hardness of his people, and identify the
Gentile Church with Israel, calling them the twigs which were
srafted on o the vine of Israel.ll At any rate, it is clear
thut the Church is regarded &s an act of God, not of men. One
could guote many passages to show this idea which is repcated
throughout the New Testament, as hets 2:47, "ind the Lord added
to the Church dsily such as should be saved.t? 3o the fellow-
ship in the Church is first of all by fod and with God. A4s
ulen says:

the primary viewpolnt of Christian faith relative to the
Church is that it exists as u divine crestion in vhe world
of man., Under such circumstaznces it is clear that one can-
not risitly understaend the nature and function of the chureh
ae long uz one follows a socciological agproach, If the
cihurch restes on the foundation of the finiched work of G
in history and the new aze thereby introduced, and iT th
church exzists in the world as the dominion of Christ on
carth and a fellowship oreated by the 3Jpirit, it would act
only be unsatisfactory tut directly misleading to deiine

the Church in terms of human endeavors and efforts. The
church is then soaething entireiy different from & mere
hunman organisation, or & humsn soclety and association for,
the satislaction of certain religious needs :nd interests.*”

?hets 1:8; 3:1;: 5:42; and others.

3
iees 10-11.
llh‘am- ".}'-11 (]

12¢r. also ©ph. 1; Acts 20:28; I Thess. 2:14, and all the
passages whieh gilve a picture of the Church, =z the Body, Vinag,

Building, Bride, Household, etec., which show the priority of Ged'a

activity.

Lgustaf julen, "The Church of Ood", The Faith of the Chrissian

Church, trunslated by Eric ¥. Wablstrom and Be LVEIreLt arcen
Priladelphia: The Muhlenberg Press, c.1948), p. 335.
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This weaus that we do not have Go develop any feeling of
fellowship Lelore fellowship would be present. This fellonshin

in the Chusch

¢ already there vecaust Jod has estabtllshed iv.

[

This ic true because we all have fellowship with God, through
Jesus Christ. "The kolnonia draws its fundzmental character,

[OC ivom the depree of spiritual intimacy to which we may abtain

with scue of our fellow-Christians, but from communion with Osd,"

fhle comnunion with God exlsts in Christ. %350 then, the speci-
flcally Christian characterisctics of the koilponia, as a human
feliowship, depend wholly upon its essence, that is, upon the
communion of wan with Ged in Christ,.md For Christ has, by his
atonement, reconciled Jod with man,t® and made him an heir of

in close fellowship with E-I:l::a.]'g

dor is GLhics theocenbyic activity of establishing fellowship
belween 3od and mon eonfined to only two of the Persons of the
Holy Trinitv. 3 we soy thet God the Futher createsz and chooses

S

-

f ol
o

His people, and that this has been accomplished by the redempt
work of the Son, so we must say that the fact of the Church, the
community of those in fellowship with God and with ¢ach other,

is mude pozsible, is energised by the work of the iloly Spirit.

L4y, 3. Thornton, The Comson Life in the Body of Christ
(London: Dacre Press, Celikl), De 158,

15Tbid., pe. 159.

hiome 5:10, L. al.

Y7581, 24:5,6; Eph. 1:5; st. al.
1870mn

w3 I John 1:3,5, etb. al. Ia this connection we
could also 1 :

32
st all the "in Christ" passages.

AN
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fle 15 ©he promized Strengthencr of

does not ztop with the Pentecostel

, Church, Indesd, sonc have sceen in Acts 2:42 a4 reference to the
conmon shoring of the Holy Spiric, and so interpret II Corinthians
12:14 and Phillipians 21:1 to mesn "the participation in tke Holy
dpirig, wRC ihnis se2ms susported in the fact that those who would
rerent, believe, and be bunbtized, would reccive the "pift of the

' Spirig, e t any rate, it scems clesr that "uhat the first
vhristions kel in common was not an inapiring experience, tut a

2ift of the Spirit received and permenently shared."2% 3o Prunnesr
Saye:
the cutpouring of the loly Jhoat sné the exlsvence ol the
Peelesla sre S0 closely connected Lhet they may oo actualiy
idenvificd. LUhore vhe Holy OGhost is, thore is the Chriscian
ua.;unian. and the Holy Gheost is not othorwise shere whan
as the iric d1vcn to the omwunit?- Therefore the corusu-
nity ac Jzﬂxyr of the Yord and Spirit ol Christ preceded the
individunl belicver. One does not first believe and then

Join the fellowship: but one
one ghares in the

With

a6 thi with

e
-

new relstionship

19 p 3 - :
+976el 2:29; Joha 15:20.
2., . . > a5 gt
3 '.-Ol".’"!.tﬂﬂ, e ¢1t °3 "l .’Ii-. Lok @
disunderstanding of the Church, trains
- m-m——-l_,‘. remas  siemenss
iPtllicaed nilieals e eateinavaey Press 3

acts 2:38; 10:47; 1l:15-13.
i
Thoraton, o0, Site, Pe 7

citsy Pe 1il.

‘Jﬁrunnar, on.

beeo
z1ft veuchaufed to the fa gliloyshin. 23

the Church,

ereation of

Tod, thro
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1% whoze activity

Ver
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Just _Dbecauss

ugh His own activitr
g0 dmil Prurner, The
ed by Burcld Tnight
'.45_5,'. ‘e 1--.
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aley ereates a new relavionship with fellow mem, espeeizlly those

who sharce in this fellowship with God. Thus this keoinoniaz is

in two directions:

vine gide 1t wae a myztical union with and partici-
the 1ife o. Christ t.rou&h recelving the zifts of

. Un the human side it conailsted in a fa;lou.mi"
iren, whose mutual relations were Lranaformed in =
aad simniflcance throupgh the gift shich they shared,

econuse of man's sin, aay holy, seaceful fellowshin or communisy
is pozeible only with this divine intervention. It is only by

Virtue of Christfs redenption and the Holy Spiritts activity that

Jod and man, and man and men, are elimlnated,

& 5 ) -
WNe Barriers bebtween

-
7 -r-

" oy s . . - = o - .5, g :
~onitemporuayry theologzians writing on thle subject are very pliclt
in this, znd perhaps some of thelr finest passages are just in

Chis arsa. Tor this reason, rather lengthy guotations from

several are here included. Bonhoefrler, cuommenting on Lph. 2:14:

st we olsoe would not know our brothcr, nor couiJ
we coue to 1im The way 15 blockad by cur ounl w50 Chris
opened up Lhe wa, to Sod und to our brothor. low Ghriavzun.
can live hlﬁﬁ one snothor in pvacﬁ' they can love z2nd s2ive
one another; they can becons gnc.””

.-‘i"\-i'{'v‘"l' \-l-lrl
L B
'l

ind sgain:

the fact ahnh we are brethren only through Jesus Chz ist is
of immessurablic szignificance. ilot aut, the ouvher perso
who is cm.Jugt and devoub, wi G Comes to me sceking yratie“—
hood, must I Gosl with in fellowahin. iy brother is rather
that other person who has heen redeoncd by CerJ%, delivered
from his sin, and called to ?ult. and guo.hhl iife. Hot
what a man 1s in hiwmsolfl as a OF 31431u1, his aniritucliity
sad piety, constitutes the basis of our community. UWhat

“Thornton, Ofe CiLey Pe Tle

25, -
Dictrich Bomhoeifer, Lifs Together, transliation and
introduction by John We Doberstein (New Tork Harper & Bros.,
¢.1954), pp. 23 f. :
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determinces our brotherhosd is what thet man is by reasean
of Christ. fur cosmunity with one Snother conslecs solaly
in vhat Christ has done to both of us.*V

G0 dis0 Cacnmoeror:

the Shuich is a fellowship in Christ.: The progress of
redenntion in Christ wus ¢ne by which God decigned to pather
all topethor into one Christ. That redouption toock away
whatoever was between men and Jod and hence all sLhat was
between awn and meni thereby Jew and Qeavile cecame of nhe
sumship, the seme body, the sane fellowsbin, one family of
o in Chiisb. Hence & bomd ami tie exist telween Che
individuals of the Christisa Church, the bond ol love and
poaceé which ic eaotablished by Dospel and Sacrament. 7That
pondd demonstroses itself not only in & general way, but
practicully und actively, in the overcoming of flesh and
worii: in the ¢xercise of Christisn love in the practical
reiaticns of life in 5cg$rnl and in the various Christi:qn

callings in particular.=<

«“0 also Hunt:

It is by receiving thils sacrifice as Cod's act for our for-
siveness and redeaption that we becoms members of the church-
community, citvizens of the kingdoz of God. o « » 4ll that

we do Is accent this gift., Then we zre nuabered with the
resnle of Qode Then we arce "noly brethren,®. . « our new
conililon of peace with Uod must aflect our relationshin

with other paeople. lor one thing, we look on all men with

a new kind of eguality. « « « W& are ejual boecause we recog-
nize one snother as (&) egual sinasrs, (b) saved by the sase
single sserifice, the deutk of Chrlst.  « o Ansthar thiag
that happens is that we stop trying Lo Jjustilly curselves.

e o o dith self-justification pgone, onc of the chief cbsta-
elan to community 1s eliminated. « « o & Lhird resuit of
accepting Goul's gift of His Son 1s chat we muke ethical daci-
sions as ¢arefully ond praverfully as we cin, but kacwing
full well that some of then will be wrong. « o o “herefore,
we live daily in 2n atmosphere of forgiveness.«<v

20 alsc Thovaton:

Eér‘-‘ VY e
*‘ri - w3 _r'. Lo ]

27:dchard . Caesnmerer, The Chureh in the World {it. Louis:

AT Ve ST e

Concordia Publishin; fiouse, €e1947], Phe U Lo

. aﬁseorgﬁ Laird ilunt, llediscovering the church (Hew York:
Aasociation Presa, €.1756), ppe LO-4t.
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“he old self was led captive by the forces of "the flesh.®

ftul the new gelf lives in a sphere where the conflict betwoen

the inward and the outwurd, consclence and nasure, is resclved

into a new harmony. When the love ol Christ is in control,

the peace of Shriast settles all disputes. This ia true in

Ghe zoinonia of Christ's Dody, Just in so far as it 13 also

tiuc ir Lhe interior 1ife, where "Christ liveith in ne.”

For the horizontal relations of bthe koinonia depcnd uson

the wertical relations. The fellowahip of the members wisth

ond cnother in the pezce of Christ depends uvpon the control
1 over all, uwpon the com%union of #11 wit

tners in w common lLife.<¥.
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“0 also Oldham:

The Chureh is the realizaticn of true community. Its essen-

tisl neature is fellowship between personz. It can bo the

man ffestation of the true meaning ol comaunity bLscause its

life is rooted in the love of Gole It is only the love of

504 which cun deliver us from our self-centred isolation

and zet ws free Lo love our fellow-acn. ihe sore we strugsgie

Yo overcome our epocentriclty the siore epocentiric we bocome.

wiily o love that comes to us frow without and gives our lives
new centre in the Gne wao loves ug cun bresk the fetters

ol our seli-love. The Churck is thus the sphere oi free

relations of mutual love and trust between persons, and is

meant o ve the witness o the world of the Srue ralations

of men with onc another,’V

dow that it has been shown that the Chureh is a4 community

of people in fellowship with Jod through the redemption of Christ

énd Che activity of sthe Holy dpirit, and hencs in fellowship with

sagh other, we nust sce what the functicn of Lhis community is

&5 repards its members Perhans the very word Zolnonia zivas

e

the answer., u 3rau sees it used in three ways in the Nawu

Yoctament: (1) As common sharing of gpirituwel or maverial things

s

£ ooy o - .- - 3 o =3 "y oy ail S & o 2wl -
(Phil, 8 Syt 3‘-;1\:; Philam. Gj3 ani pos (:J.‘-'J}.y Acts 2:42;

=*thornten, go. clt., p. L34
i ;:L'.J. lie Cldham, "The :*‘uzi*.ct-ion ol the Church in i?cimiy.“
"he Church und its sunction in society, edlted by willem A.
i NG WooTt [Lantoar Getrge AlTen et Uowin Ltds, Ss2937)s
p- Ve -




