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Theological Observer. — Rirdlidj-Beitge{didtlidhes.

I Amerika.

fiber bie Yihigleit, dic dMriftlidhe Lehre , fortzubildben”, aitiert ber
»Stirdenbote” bon EreBpo, Argentinien, aud dem Bericht ded WejtlidGen
Difixittd bom Yahre 1897: ,MWollte fich cin SNritppel rithmen, daf er ims
ftanbe fei, ben Befub zu Heben und ind Mittelldmdifdhe Meer zu terfen,
fo wiitben twir bezeidinungsvoll ben Finger an bie Stirn legen. Wiebiel
grifier ift aber ber Wahnivip, wenn {idh) die gefallene menfdliche Bernunft
ftellt, al8 ob fie bie gottlidien Glaubenslehren enttvideln und fortbilden
Tinntel Mit ber gefallenen Wernmunft die Lehren der Sdjrift gur Volls
fommenQeit filhren gu toollen, Geiht nid)ts8 andered al8 mit einer fGmubigen
Raterne ba8 Sonnenlidit auffellen. Die WVernunft ift die geborne Feinbdin
der Heiligen Sdirift; mwie jollten denn iGre BVemiljungen um diefelbe Liebesds
bienfte fein Fomnen? Wer darum die Lefren der Heiligen Schrift bder
menfdliGen Vernunft zur Foribilbung und CEntividlung iibergibt, bers
traut fie nidt blof bollig infompetenten, fonbern gerabezu feinbdlidgen
Handen an. Die Glaubenslehren der BVermunft gur Fortbilbung und Ent-
widlung iibergeben, dad Heifjt nidhtd3 andered ald dad Lamm dem Wolfe
aur Crzichung und BVildbung anvertranen. Ja, ebenjoivenig tie iwir unjere
©ihne bei einem Saufer in die Qehre geben, um fie gur Niidternbeit gu
ergichen, und ebenjoivenig ivie Iwir unjere Todjter bei eciner anriidjigen
Perfon in den Dienjt geben, wenn wir fie gu giihtigen Jungirauen Herans
dichen toollen: chenjotvenig fonnen tvir die Glaubenslehren der Vernunft
ber Theologen zur Foribildung und Entividlung anvertrauen. Der Forts
fdiritt, den die BVermunft in der THeologie anzubabuen vermag, ijt und Iann
nidts anderes fein al3 Niidlehr ind finjtere Heidentum. Ja, gerade Gierin
Baben toir ben ftickjten Vetveis filr die unausdfpredhlidhe Blindfeit und das
ginglide Unvermigen der menjdlidhen VWernunft, baf fie, gefallen tvie fie
ift, bennod glaubt, iiber die Scrift cinen Fortjdritt anbahnen zu Idnnen.
Gie ijt cben o vbllig blind und verlehrt, daf fie nidht fieht und glaubt,
bafj fie blind ift, vielmehr meint, fic allein fehe redht. Wahrend der leiblid
Blinde wenigitend glaubt, daf er blind ijt, wilhnt dber geijtlid) Blinde, dap
ibm nihts fehle. JIm Geijiliden gleidht der Menfd) mit bder gefallenen
[Bernunft dem Wahnjinnigen, der fid) allein fiir berniinftig, feine Srate
und Pfleger aber fiir irrfinnig Halt.” 8- B

The Last Will and Testament of J. Pierpont Morgan. —If any
person had attempted to dispose of the estate of the elder J. Pierpont
Morgan contrary to the provisions of his will, criminal proceedings would
at once have been instituted. The dispositions in his will touching his
property are held inviolate. But what is being done with his last declara-
tion concerning spiritual matters? The fine testimony regarding “the
blessed doctrine of complete atonement for sin through the blood of Jesus
Christ, once offered, and through that alone,” as set down in Article I of
the will, made January 4, 1913, warmed the heart of Christendom. Many
periodicals published it. It was referred fo in many pulpits. It was also
referred to by the dean of the cathedral of St.John the Divine in the
sermon preached by him on the occasion of his installation last year and
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published in the Living Ohurch. “I read, at the time, his will as it was
printed in the press of the day. I was deeply impressed then, and am still,
by the first article of that will, and here I thank his friend and associate,
who has sent me a copy of it, which I will now read: ‘Article I. I commit
my soul into the hands of my Savior, in full confidence that, having re-
deemed and washed it in His most precious blood, He will present it fault-
less before the throne of my heavenly Father; and I entreat my children
to maintain and defend, at all hazard and at any cost of personal sacrifice,
the blessed doctrine of the complete atonement for sin through the blood
of Jesus Christ, once offered, and through that alome.” I do not know the
value of his monetary legacies, all the rest of the will I forgot except
this one article, and I suppose this has been remembered because whatever
of treasure he may have left to his family and his beneficiaries, I proclaim
that I think this article is the greatest treasure of them all. ‘Who by Thy
cross and precious blood hast redeemed us.’”

The sermon dealt with the atonement, the salvation gained by Christ.
The text was the antiphon from the Prayer-book: “O Savior of the world,
who by Thy cross and precious blood hast redeemed us, save us and help
us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord.” And this is the salvation proclaimed
by Dean Gates: “Salvation means to me only this: the bringing to its
best of all that is best within me. ... There came a day in the development
of humanity when heredity and environment were no longer enough, when
the pupil might even be graduated from the college of heredity and environ-
ment and might enter the great university of the Ideal, when, in other
words, the evolution of man no longer should depend upon outside and
parent forces, but should come from power within, The day came when
there was revealed to us the perfect man, the Man Christ Jesus, the ideal
of what & man must be. Jesus is the Savior of the world because He is
the ideal of the world, and the individual men and women shall make
themselves according to the pattern revealed to them on the Mount of
Calvary. Here is the upward path of future growth, the growth into the
measure of the stature of the Man Christ Jesus.” And then comes the
story of the will of Mr. Morgan. The implication is that the blessed
doctrine of the atonement in the faith of which Mr. Morgan died is the
doctrine of the atonement Dr. Gates proclaims. Mr. Morgan is made to
proclaim that the blood of Jesus Christ saved his soul and will present it
faultless before the throne of God by bringing to its best all that was
best within it. Dr. Gates does believe in the deity of Christ, but, rejecting
the substitutionary atonement, he had no right to refer to Mr. Morgan's
fine confession nor to use that fine antiphon as his text.

We append an editorial from the Watchman-Examiner of January 30,
1030: “The elder J. Pierpont Morgan was widely known in the world of
finance. There he exerted & tremendous influence by his knowledge of
business affairs. In St. George’s Episcopal Church in Manhattan, City of
New York, he was a vestryman, and he gave the same attention to his
church that he did to his business. If he were alive to-day, the liberalism
of the present rector of that church, Dr. Earl Reiland, would break his
heart. In his will he said: ‘I commit my soul into the hands of my
Savior. .. .'” E.
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Our Universities and the Christian Religion. — An article by
Dr. Harold Paul Sloan, editor of Ohkristian Faith and Life, attracted our
attention when it was printed in the Lutheran Oompanion. Its heading
is, “America’s School System, and Can a University Be Christian?” Since
ke in this article offers very valuable information, presenting facts which
Christian ministers and parents should know, we take the liberty of setting
down here some of his leading paragraphs: —

“How much one wishes he could go on to point out how America’s
educational system is promoting the scnse of moral responsibility and so
undergirding and earrying forward civilization; but the opposite is the
truth. The institutions of higher learning, both state universities and
church-schools, are largely failing to promote this sense. Instead, they
are promoting the opposite.

“The head of a Methodist Wesley foundation, attached to a great
church university, said to us only last week: ‘I find that most college
freshmen, very soon after they have arrived on this campus, throw over-
board all their Christian ideas’ We asked him why this condition obtained.
He gave three reasons. ‘First, unbelief taught in the classrooms of the
university. Second, the general atmosphere of unbelief on the campus.
Third, the fact that the students, when they come here, are for the first
time away from home and independent of its order. They are free from
restraints, and they glorify their liberty.’

“This gentleman is unquestionably correct. Behavioristic views are
being taught widely in psychology, and evolutionary views are being taught
in biology, sociology, ethies, philosophy, and even in such departments as
history, literature, and the Bible. This teaching is undermining the sense
of moral responsibility among the younger educated leaders of the country.
Of our own personal knowledge we could make an imposing list of insti-
tutions where such negative influences have been developed.

“The report of Mr. William Jones, secretary of the League of Evan-
gelical Students, concerning his last spring’s tour among colleges and
universities in America entirely confirms our own observations. Professor
Harry Walker Hepner of the Department of Business Psychology at Syra-
cuse speaks of the numbers of students he has seen come to that institution
adherents of the Christian faith and then leave it four years later, their
faith wrecked. He himself is one of those who is helping to wreck Chris-
tian faith there. He is offering in its place the idea of so living as to carry
forward the evolution of the human race.

“The late Methodist Bishop Theodore Henderson is authority for the
statement that fifty per cent. of the young people who go to college to
train for religious vocations are diverted during their courses; and not
all who lose their faith are thus turned aside. Some, having been totally
confused, go on to graduate schools, taking their bewildered hearts and
confused minds with them. They finally land in church pulpits and on the
mission-fields, young leaders who have been robbed of their faith in the
schools of the Church; men who do mot believe in the Creed or in the
authority of the Scriptures and who, in their turn, are spreading the
disintegrating forces of unbelief more and more widely in the Republic.

“If twenty-five per cent. of the educated youth of America are feeling
the influence of these negative currents in the universities, then 25,000
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young men and women are annually going out into positions of leadership
either hostile to the Christian religion or at best with a halting faith in it.
25,000 in a year means a quarter of a million in a decade, and & quarter
of a million men and women with shattered or halting faith in the leader-
ship of the nation is an ominous condition. One wonders whether this
situation is not the chief reason that ideals are breaking down to-day and
that crime is becoming so menacing.”

Continuing, Dr. Sloan thinks that we need not despair of the situation.
He believes the pendulum will swing the other way again. “The passionate
devotion to naturaliam,” representing “a vague, undefined, unsclentific,
speculativo philosophy,” which at present is the corrupting force in the
intellectual life of our universities, will by and by be abandoned, he holds.
That may be true; but this optimism does not absolve Christian pastors
and parents from the duty of exercising the highest vigilance with respect
to university students for whose religious well-being they are rupc:-liﬂe-

Ginbriide vom Frdjlidien Amerifa. lnter bicfer Mberidjrift beridjiet

ein beutfder Austaujdprofefjor in dem Jahrbud) der ,Neuen Ehriftoterpe
fiber bie Frdjlidien DBer§iltniffe in unferm Lanbe. ilr feine LHhuns
Tereien” mimmt der ,Quif. Herold” ben Schreiber vor ben grimen Zifd,
namentlidy fiir feine Wefdjreibung des Luifertums in Umerila, bad nod
ber Sdjilderung ,in Heine nationale Gruppen gerfilt, bie fid) hiufig auf
bas Beftigjte befehben. Dogmatifdie lnteridhicde fpiclen Ddabei eine grobe
Rolle”. Dagu bemerlt der ,Herold”: ,Dad fdjreibt er audgefudit gerabe
von ber Iutherijdien Stirdjel Gletvify gibt ¢8 unter den Luiheranern _!Iml'
rifa3 nationale Gruppen, cbenfo tvie in der [utherifdjen und reformierien
Stivdje Guropas. ber mwann Haben fidh dicfe Giruppen Geftig befefbet?
Bic Idmen fic bagu? €3 Gat ja in der BVergangenfeit (und ber ﬂ::fai_ln
fdhreibt von der Glegentvart!) an Sampf und Streit in unferer Stivdje nidt
gefeblt, aber ba ftanben fih nidjt national gefdjicdenc Gruppen gegens
iiber. Jn neuerer [eit Haben Ivir eigentlidh) nur einmal ein furged Wiedees
aufflammen alter ¥nimofitat exlebt in bder Crinnerung an bergangene
Beiten. Die nodj borhandenen Gegenjdpe und lnjtimmigleiten betrefien
foeit iveniger bie [efire al8 bielmehr die Firdjlidje Pragis.
Banbelt e8 fih nur um grifere ober geringere Strenge in ber Durds
filjrung ber Stirdjengudjt. Wenn e3 Ddabei eimmal borfommt, daf der
cine Sirdentdrper an bem andern ecttwad Berbe Siriti? iibt, jo ift damit
bod) nodj nicht gefagt, daf fie fid) aufs Yeftigjte befefden und baf bogs
matifde lnteridiede cine grofe Molle fpiclen. Gegeniiber ben etl'(ﬁll{'
ternben Siampfen, die gegenivdrtig in anbern Sirchen, 3. B. bei ben Gw
flopalen und Presbyterianern, gefiihrt twerden und bei benen ed fih in
ber Tat um fundbamentale Dogmen Handelt, Herrfd)t unter ben 2ut§§m-
nern Ymerifad eine BGergerfreuende Ginmiitigleit. Und babei Bulbigen
toit nidjt bem Gpnlretidmus, iwie er jdranlenlos 3. B. unter bden Sons
gregationaliften Gerrfdit. Bon bder angeblid) vorhanbenen Ieriplitternng
bed Quifiertums in vicle Heine nationale Gruppen Hat fid dec Berfafjer
audj eine fehr verfefrie DVorjtellung gemadit. Jn Wirlidjleit beftehen
in Umerila brei grofe Iutferijfe Sirdjentorper und ficben einallﬂ_ﬁmu
©ynoden, die fid) gum Teil nody nidjt entfdhicben Gaben, welfem groferen
Berband fie fih anjdliegen modten.”
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. Diefer Veriveis erfdjeint und fo widtig, bafy wir ihn Hier mit Abficht
bicbergeben, wm insbefonbere auf giveierlei aufmerlfam au madjen. Bus
nadft A it und Berglih iiber den freimiltigen Weriveis, bem bder
«Herolb bem ©djreiber fo freundlid) gibt. Mer bie Hrdjliden Berhilts
nifie fo fdjildert, mwie bie8 in bder ,Neuen Chriftoterpe” gefdeben ift,
fdilbect fie falj) und filndigt mwider bad adjte Gebot umd bdie driflidie
Ricbe. Dad ift fGon friifer brilben gejdjehen, befonbers gegen Mifjouri,
fo bah bort nodj Geute vielfady ein Miffourier als Slanbdalmadier gilt.
€8 ift bafier bie Gidjjte Beit, daf Leute, bie cinfach etiwas aud ber [uft
geeifen, in bie Sur genommen fverben. Daran Hat ber . Herold” gang
tedit gefanbelt. Yud) bie Juriidweifung der »Deftigen Befehdung” BHat
ihre Ridtigleit; fie gehbrt audh in ben Raudiqualm fliidtiger Scjreiber,
bie iljre Augen nidht offenbalten. Wenn man bebendt, wad bdie Iutherifde
ﬂlrd'l_t in Wmerila Hat durdémpfen miiffen, ehe fie bahin gefommen ift,
o fie jet fteht, bann lann man §idh nur aufs Hdfte barilber tmmbern,
lvie bei allem Rehrlampf dennodj bie Stontroberfen fo fadjlid) und gumeift
frieblidy gefilhrt mworben find. Wir [djreiben died, madjbem mir gerabe
damit fertig geworben find, gemifje Phafen ber Lefrlampfe nodj einmal
arﬂ_nhnd; 3u jtubieren. Perjinlide Erbitterung fonnte ja nidt ganz auss
bleiben; anbers gefdjicht dad nun einmal nidht in der Welt, folange mir
"_“[J im feibe wallen. WAber dad Perfonlidhe ift dbennod Hinter bas eigents
lide Gobe Biel guriidgetreten. — Dad bringt und gum gweiten Funit.
©djlieBlich) bleibt e8 wabr, baf bislang bdie ,bdogmatiffen Unteridjiede”
im Grunbe bie Hauptrolle gejpiclt Gaben. EB Hanbelte fich lefsten Grades
nidit um die Praxis, fondern um bdic Lehre. Wir mogen den Ausbrud
»bogmatifdhe lnteridhiede” Bier nidjt und bermeiden ihn bafer. Wer aber
bie [utherifdhe Stivdje in merila ftubiert, muf ugeben, baf bad Grofe,
bas Etﬁ_abenc. bad Herrlide an ihr getwefen ift, bak fie dbad teure lautere
Coangelium unfers Heilandes gefudit Gat. Sie mwollte eine Velenniniss
fivdie fein, Bei ber das sola Scriptura, bas sola gratia und das sola fide
mitfamt ber gratin universalis alled gilt. Sic wollte guriid um Stands
puntt Quihers und der Concordia. lnbd bagu Hat Gott grofe Gnade ges
gcben.  %as mwic Heute Haben und wad ber ,.Perold” fo Hodj riifmt,
namlid) bafy und die ,erjdiitternden Stampfe”, wie 3. M. gwifden Epijlos
palen und Presbyterianern, crfpart geblicben find, dap mir nidt bem
»fdrantenlofen SyntretiSmus” ber Stongregationaliften Gulbigen und baf
innerhalb ber IutBerifhen Chriftenheit Amerifas8 ecine fo grofe, .Hergs
erfreuende Cinmiitigleit” Berrfdjt: bdiefe Segnungen berbdanlen i bder
Gnadbe @ottes, die und dburdy alle Stontroberfen in bdie Bibel gefilhet und
und auf ben Boben der Sdjrift geftellt hat. Wir findb ald8 amerifanifde
Chriftenbeit mit diefer Sadje nodh nidht su Ende gefommen. Ob mir ale,
©hnobde filc Synode, auf einem und demfelben Grunbde in der Leljre ftefen,
muf nod) immer aufd neue befefen twerben. Und Haupiiadlid) Hanbelt e3
fid gegentvirtig aud) um bie firdilidhe Pragis. Daf tir jeht alle o Hans
beln, wie Gotte8 MWort ed bor{dreibt und mworauf audj unfer BVefenntinis
bringt: daf tir allem Unioni8Bmus abfagen, furdjtlod firafen, wwo geftraft
iverben muf, und babei bod objeltiv bleiben — bHad alled find Dinge, bie
und ernfte Getiffendfadien fein miiffen. Aber bon einer .Heftigen Bes
fehbung® zeden gu twollen, gehort in bad @ebiet bed lUntvahren. Solveit
Mifjouri ein Betradt lommt, fann vom Sdjtveigen nidjt die Rede fein, bis
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ba8 Biel ber reinen Sdjriftlefre und dber redjten, fdjriftgemifen Mi'
emitﬁt ift; aber fomweit Miffouri in BVetradjt fommt, Hat audh niemand
in ber Iutherifdhen SNirdje Amerifad cin fehnlidered Werlangen ald eben
bie Miffourier, bafy died Biel toirflidh) erreidjt twerbe, jedod) nidit im Galopp
ftittmifdjer ftbereilung, Wohl aber auf bem fidjeren und gottgetvoliten Weg
Ivciteren Studiums und meiterer gegenfeitiger Vermafnung und weiteren
@ebets. 3. .M.
Sick with Roman Catholicism.—In an address on “The Meaning
of Augsburg,” published in the Lutheran Companion of January 31, Prof.
John B. Kelso, a Presbyterian, says: “In 1820, at the canonization of one
hundred and thirty-six so-called British martyrs, the Pope’s address was
reported. He said: ‘Protestantism is getting more and more exhausted.
Its own sterility is inspiring many souls with a nostalgia for Catholicism.’
(I quote from the Oleveland Plain Dealer).” The Pope is right if he is
referring to that type of “Protestantism” which has cast justification by
faith overboard. Only, in that case he is understating the case. These
pseudo-Protestants have passed beyond the stage of “nostalgia for Cathol-
icism.” Their case must be diagnosed as the Roman Sickness. A “Prot-
estant” who has no use for the Pauline doctrine of justification is a Roman
Catholic at heart. And soon the disense breaks out all over his body.
Dr. W. E. Orchard, the noted Congregationalist of London, is a case in
point. In his Foundations of Faith, Vol.II, p. 181, he says: “The question
of whether Christ’s righteousness is imputed or imparted to us has been
a source of great dispute between Catholics and Protestants. It might be
thought there was Scriptural basis for the doctrine of imputed righteous-
ness, but this is denied by Catholic excgetes; and whether it is Seriptural
or not, belief in it has now been almost entirely surrendered by thoughtful
Protestants.” And on page 191 he says: “Christ’s display of His love for
us wins for Him the central place in our hearts, and thus there begins to
take place a close knitting to Christ through the Cross. . . . The blood
of Christ, that is, His life laid down at such a price, cleanses us from sin
by bringing the assurance of forgiveness, blots out the guilt of sin by the
way in which He bears its sorrow on His heart and removes the effects
of its stain from our minds, and brings about the remission of sins by
destroying our very love for sin and taking away any further taste for it.”
That is, essentially, the Catholic doctrine of justification by gratia infusa.
The Pope would be willing to receive it as equivalent to the doctrine of the
Tridentine symbol: “Justification is not remission of sins merely, but also
the sanctification and renewal of the inward man, through the voluntary
reception of the grace and of the gifts whereby man of unjust becomes just
and of an enemy a friend.” “If any one saith that men are justified either
by the sole imputation of the justice of Christ or by the sole remission of
sins, to the exclusion of the grace and the charity which is poured forth in
their hearts by the Holy Ghost and is inherent in them, or even that the
grace whereby we are justified is only the favor of God,—let him be
anathema.” (Sess. VI, chap.VIL, and Can. XI.) Dr. Orchard himself de-
clares that he is in agreement with the Catholic theology. He said re-
cently: “My theological views have changed, mainly by the discovery that
Catholic theology holds all that I was ever secking.” And the Pope's
contempt of modern Protestantism finds food in declarations like this by
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the Watchman-Ezaminer: “Dr. Orchard is one of the half dozen men in
London to-day who by his powerful preaching and urgent appeals is speak-
ing to the heart and conscience of the nation.” (Sept. 29, 1927.) The
Watchman-Ezaminer is willing to view the deadly sickness as only a slight
indisposition. e
The Icelandic Lutherans.— We read in the Christian Register:
“Rev. Rignvaldur Pétursson, D. D., beloved and revered leader of American
Icclanders and thoroughly familiar with conditions in Iccland, tells me
that eighty per cent. of the clergy of the Icelandic state church are liberals.
For o century and a quarter there has been a strong and essentially
Unitarian movement in the Icelandic Church, with outstanding lay and
clerical leaders. . . . Last winter there was a tremendous stir in the news-
papers of Iceland over one of the younger clergymen of the state church,
Rev. Gunnar Benediktsson, who wrote a pamphlet, Was Jesus the Son of
Joseph? and who openly calls himself a Unitarian and refuses to say the
Creed. The bishop was called upon to require him to resign. It is signifi-
cant that the bishop has shown no disposition to do so. ... An interesting
factor in the religious life of Iceland is Spiritualism. According to my
friend Rev. Helgi Konradson all the younger clergy of Iceland are interested
in Spiritualism, an interest which has been fostered particularly by one of
the professors on the theological faculty of the university. Séra Helgi was
rather shocked at the lukewarmness of my own interest in Spiritualism.”
The article in the Unitarian periodical characteristically bears the heading
“Freedom of the Pulpit.” We suspect that it is disseminating misinforma-
tion on the extent of Liberalism and Spiritism in Iccland and herewith
bring the matter to the notice of the Icclanders. We know that in on@é
matter at least the Christian Register has been misinformed. The Rev.
Rbgnvaldur Pétursson is not a revered leader of the Lutheran Icelanders
in America. The Icelandic Unitarian congregation in Winnipeg, of which
he is in charge, does not belong to the Icelandie Synod. — The Rev. Wm. H.
Luke, who is well informed on conditions in the Icclandiec Synod, reports
that for a time American Icelanders were disturbed by Unitarianism;
but when it was learned that this meant a denial of the deity of Jesus,
the movement was sloughed off, and the faithful that had been misled
returned to the Icelandic Lutheran Synod; among those who were sloughed
off were Rignvaldur Pétursson and his followers in Winnipeg. — The Ice-
landic Synod is about to decide whether it will affilinte with the United
Lutheran Church or with the Norwegian Lutheran Church. E.
The Attitude of Our Age toward the Authority of the Bible. —
A few paragraphs on this subject in the Watchman-Examiner seem so
important that they ought to be quoted. The editor of this journal writes:
“A minister said to us: “Of course, the Bible teaches the virgin birth of
Christ, the vicarious death of Christ, the bodily resurrection of Christ,
and the visible return of Christ, but in all honesty I must say that I do
not believe in one of these things.” He then proceeded to tell us why he
rejected these generally accepted teachings of Christianity. It is our
opinion that our theological differences result not so much from conflicting
interpretations of the Bible as from conflicting views of [concerning] the
Bible itself. Those rejecting the teachings mentioned in the foregoing
paragraph fall generally into two classes. The first class claims its belief
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in the trustworthiness of the Bible and then sceks to prove that the Bible,
rightly interpreted, docs not teach such doctrines. The second class readily
admits that the Bible does teach such doctrines, but just as frankly de-
clares that for good and sufficient reasons it cannot accept these doctrines.
One group of men juggles with the Bible and tries to make it teach what
it evidently does not teach. The other class of men frankly says that
Christ and His disciples were mistaken.”

The writer of the above words is correctly discerning the times. As
far as we are able to observe, a real debate on what a certain Bible-passage
teaches or on the Scripturalness of a given doctrine is a rare occurrence.
But what one does hear and read, day in and day out, are questions as to
the credibility of the Scriptures and open attacks on the doctrine of their
divine origin. Forty or fifty years ago the inspiration of the Bible was
taken for granted with people that bore the Christian name, and to deny
it meant that one was content to be outside the Christian Church; such
people were classed with Unitarians, Jews, atheists, and agnostics. To-day
there are many so-called Christian ministers who put their rejection of the
doctrine of the inepiration of the Secriptures into their platform as one of
its most important planks. It is here where the chief danger lies for the
generation which is now growing into manhood and womanhood. How
important that Christian pastors see clearly the chief peril threatening
their parishioners and that they be prepared to give battle to the loud-
mouthed monster — brazen unbelief! It must not be overlooked, however,
that the weapon to rely on is not apologetics, helpful as it will prove in
many a case, but the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.

A,

Salvation Army Reorganized.— An item from the Christian Cen-
tury should find a place here to inform our readers of a change made in
the fundamental law of the Salvation Army. We read: “The commis-
sioners of the Salvation Army, meeting in London, have adopted a serics
of three proposals made by General Edward J. Higgins, present commander,
which will forever make impossible the establishment of any such family
or personal dynasty as the founder, General Wm. Booth, envisaged. Under
the new regulations, control of the Salvation Army property in Great
Britain will be vested in a board of trustees rather than in the éommanding
general, as at present. The general will retire automatically at the age
of seventy, which in the case of General Higgins will mean in 1032. And,
most important change of all, future generals will be chosen by vote of
the high council of the Army rather than by choice of the former general.
The high council is composed of all commissioners. Only Commissioner
Catherine Booth, daughter of the late General Bramwell Booth, oppoud

this change.”
II. Ausland.

Auguftin und bie Lchre von der Gnade. Der beriifmte Nirdenlehrer
unb Bifdof zu Hippo Megius in frila ftarh am 28. Augujt 480; fomit
foaren im Auguft 1980 1,500 Jahre feit feinem Tobe berfloffen. Namentlidh
bie rémifdje Sirdje veranjtaltete ihm zu Ehren jogenannte ,.Auguftinjubis
IGen”, und romifdje THeologen betonten babei, Ivie aud) eingelne ebans
gelifdge (jo Starl Holl, Narl Varth u. a.), bafy dber auguftinifdje Begriff bon
ber {eligmadjenden @nade nidjt eigentlidy berjenige Quifers (,@otted Huld
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ober Gunft, bie er gu und tragt bei fidh felbft” — ,benignus Dei favor
erga peccatores”), fonbern burdjaus ber bed Fridentinums (,caritas et
gratia, quae in cordibus hominum per Spiritum Sanctum diffunditur*;
Sutfer: ,bie Gnade twerde dem Menfden ecingegoffen burdy eine Heimlice
Wirtung; er dazu fommen fwolle, der miiffe reuen, beidhten und genuge
hm®; XIII, 2078; cf. Baier III, § 2, p.4 sqq.) geivefen fei. Jn Sdrift
und Befenninid” beleudjtet Reftor M. Willlomme[ehlenborf bdiefe Frage
und [djlielt feine Vetradjtung, namentlidh auf Grund von Ehemnib' ges
nauen lnterjudungen, mit dem folgenden Faait: .YAuguftin Hat in der
Relre bon ber Welehrung die Alleinivictjamleit ber Gnade feftgehalten und
berteidigt umd fann darum weder von Nom nod) bon den mobernen Syners
giften, au denen gerade audy feine BVeurteiler unter ben neueren ThHeologen
gumeift geforen, in Unfprud) gemommen fverden. u der Lehre bon der
Redjtfertiqung aber Hat er ben biblifden Wegriff der Gnabe, nady rweldfem
fie nidht8 anberes ift al3 die gnibige Gefinmung Gotted in Ghrijto gegen
bie @iinder, nidit Mar erfaht, ijt baburd) bei feiner [eBhrbarftellung felbjt
in Unflacfeiten und Verivirrung geraten und Hat Anlaf dazu gegeben, daf
fpdtere Yrelehrer bid in die neuefte Beit Hinein fid) auf iGn berufen Tonnten.
©o febr i daber aud) mit L[uither und unfern IutBerifden [efrvdtern
Hugujtin jHdken und dantbar anerfennen, was Gott durdy ihn der Ehriftens
Beit gejhentt Hat, fo wollen wwir bodh) mit Quiher und Chemnip nidt bet
Yuguitin ftefenbleiben, jondern zu Paulus, dem Apoftel, ja zu Ehrifto felbit,
bem rediten Bringer und [efhrer ber Gnabe, auriidfehren und bon ifm
allein alle unfere Theologie lernen und beherrfdht fein Iafjen. Wir Hame
beln damit im Sinne Auguijtind felbjt, von dem L[uifer (XIV, 484) ges
rithmt Bat, er fei Der erfte und faft der eingige, der von aller Biter und
?fm‘f& Biidern ungefangen und allein ber Heiligen Sdhrift untertvorfen
ein 1oill.” . 2. IR,

Lebt die Miffourifynobe theologifd) nod) im 17. Jahrhundert? Jn
den ,Pajtoralblittern”, die im Verlag von €. Lublvig lingelent, Dresden,
eridjeinen, berdifentlidgt der Herausgeber, D. Crid) Stange (Kafjel-Wils
BelmsGiohe) cinen Artifel, worin cr einige Neifecindriide iiber unfer Land
unterbreitet. Cr ar ndmlidh vor urgem in den Bercinigten Staaten
und Hat fich befondbers in Netw Por? aufgehalten, Hat aber audy einen BVefud)
in Chicago gemadyt. DWetitelt ift dber Artifel: ,Bur iheologijfen Lage in
U.S.A.“ a8 er iiber die grofen neuen Stirdjen Neto Porls zu jagen hat,
it eftvad berlefend fiir die amerilanijde Citelleit, aber bvielleidit ganga
Beiljam, mwenn man allerbingd aud) jagen muf, bdaf, wad Baujtil ber
Stirden anbeirifft, aud) Deutidhland viele vunbde Stellen aufgutveifen Hat.
Wad und in diefem Urtifel befonders interefjiert, ijt bas, was D.Stange
iiber bie Tutherifdhe Stirdje Umerifad fagt. Wir aitieren bie betreffenben
Paragraphen:

»Cigenartig und moglideriveife bebeutfam ijt in biefer Lage iibrigend
bie Gtellung ber lutherijhen Stirdjen, die und Deutfden ja vor allem nahes
fteben und mit beren Filhrern id) beShalb befonbers forgfam Fiihlung gu
gelvinnen judjte. Sie Haben fidh (aud) wenn man bon ber theologijdy wobl
nod) im 17. Jahrhundert lebenden WMifjourijynode abiieht) fajt ginalidy von
ber Mationalifierung bed8 amerifanifhen Sirdjentums freigefalten, Haben
bafiit aber aqud) in der Sffentlidhen theologifdjen Meinung bielfad) bdad
Ucteil cinfteden miifien, daf fie altmodifd, riidjtdndig und bedeutungslos
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feien — ein Nrteil, bad infofern ol nidht gang ofine Grunb tar, ald 3
ifnen nidjt gefungen ift, ihre Botfdjaft in cine lebenbige Auseinanberfebung
mit dem Hauptftrom besd ame:t!ami’t!)en Denfend gu bringen.

»EB tann fein, bafy eine Hinflige Entividlung bed driftlidjen Deniend
in YAmerifa dem amerifanijGen SQuifertum eine eingigartige Gelegenheit
fdafft, bon bder alten reformatorijden Wot{daft au geugen. Wil e8 i
bafilc rilften, bann tird 8 freilid gut tun, fid gang anberd al8 bisher
mit der jungen Iutherijdien Theologic Scuticbfanbl in Berﬁmbung au feben.
E3 tvar dod) eigentlid) unglaublid), daf “meine Reife in ben Wereinigten
Staaten — nodj dbagu nidit dburd) basd Luifertum Amerilad, fonbern burd
unfere Bezgichngen gum driftlidGen Jungmdnnertver! beranlajt — ber
crfte Befud) eined deutiden Luiheraners (im engeren Sinne des Wortes,
alfo etioa aud dem Sreife, ber mit amerilanijdem Quifertum im Rfuthes
rifdien Weltfonvent berbunden ift) in ber Nadjfriegszeit war. Wakrend
anbere amerilanife Sreife, aud) Hrdhliche und theologijdhe Organifationen,
in ben leten Jabhren eifrig Bemiibt waren, fiihrende deutjdhe Minner in
unmittelbare Verbinbung mit dbem amerifanijden Geiftesleben gu bringen,
Bat bad fuihertum Umerifad hier ziveifellod ettwas nadjzubolen.”

G3 ift ja betannt, weshalb dic Theologen Deutidhlands grogenteild
{o iiber uns benfen tvie D. Stange. Daf tir die Lehren von der BVerbals
infpication und bon ber Wer[dhnung durd) Chrifti Blut ald biblifde und
barum civige Malhrheiten berteidigen und UAnnahme bdiefer Lehren gur
conditio sine qua non ber Glaubensbruberidjaft madjen, ift jenen Mans
nern einfad) unverftindlid). Sie Ionnen e8 nidt anders erfliren, ald
bafy fie ¢8 ein Reben in ber Vergangenfeit und uncingejdjriniten Tras
bitionalidmus nennen. Wenn D. Stange iibrigend meint, toir Iutherifden
fmerifaner follten mebr al8 biSher Fithlung mit der jungen [utherifden
Theologic Deutfdland3 judjen, ijt e8 da nidjt ettvad fdiver, cin Lddeln
au unterdriiden angefiditd dber Tatjadje, daf man in Deutfdland in tweiten
Streifen Deginnt, bie liberale heologie itber Bord zu werfen und fid) twieder
au RSuther guriidzuwenden, das Geift, gerade gu dem Stanbpunit, ben mic
immer beriveten Gaben? MWarum follen tvir denn Luifer, ben tvir jdon
immer Batten, mun erft nod) ausd Deut{dland importicren?

Noms Mifdehenproblem. Hieriiber Tefen ivir in . D. € D.” cine ﬁndj[t
interefjante Grorterung. Dad Blatt jdhreibt: ,Die BVerbeiratung einer
italienifden Prinzeffin mit dbem SKonig bon Vulgarien, ber dbem orthobogen
Belenninid [der ruffijd-latholijfen SNirde] angehiort, Hat den Batitan vor
{dmierige Probleme geftellt, bie mit dber iiblidien Mijdehenpragid Ioum
I58bar waren. Nad) vielen Sdjivierigleiten Tam folgender Sompromif Hers
aud: Bundadit fand eine Trauung nad) atholijdhem Ritus in dber Franzislus-
Bafilila von Affifi ftatt. Diefer Trauungsalt vor dem Fatholifdjen Priejter
murbe aber nidt gleidzeitig ald gibilvedilidle Trauung und alfo ald ges
niigend angefefen, tvad den Wiinjdhen und den von Rom geduferien Vers
mutungen nidt entjprad). EB8 fand vielmehr nod) eine Jiviltrauung bor
Muffolini ald dem Anwalt de3 Staated ftait. Die dritte Trauung, nad
orthobogem Ritus, die mit grofem Pomp in der Heimat bed8 Nonigd ges
feiert twerben foll, irh ben Guieren Hofepuntt dber Feiern bilden, wenns
gleid romijdie Notigen beruhigend berfidhern, e8 Handble fidh Hier nidht um
eine Mieberfholung bder Yirdjlidhen Trauung, fondern nur um einen givils
redjtlichen Ut bor bem orihobogen Geijtlidhen ald Stanbedbeamten. Wenis
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ger fompligiert al8 biefe8 Trauungsverfaliren ift die Abmadjung iiber bie
finderergiefung. Die bom Ianonifdhen Redt geforberte Werpflichtung ber
Totholiden Taufe und Ninderersichung ift abgegeben fvorben. Da in der
bulgariffjen Berfaffung borgefdricben ift, baf der Nonig orthobogen Glaus
ben8 fein muf, {o viirbe alfo ber Thronfolger jpater aus der Iatholifder
fivde audtreten miiffen. ©3 genilgt bem Watilan aber, wenn borerjt dem
Budjftaben be3 fanonifjen Redjtd Gleniige getan ift. Was bdann fpéter
gejdhicht, ticd al8 ,nod) nidht {prudjreif’ begeidjnet. TWenn aquch der Batilan
fdon immer den Filrftenhaufern gegenilber feine Forberungen ,elaftifd’
3u gejtalten getouft Hat, fo wicd in diefem Fall fiher dad Werben um die
Djtlirdien Rom8 Haltung twefentlich beftimmt Haben.” J. .M.

: ArmeS Japan und GChina! Die . Algemeinen MiffionSnadridhien”
tExIe_n aud bem ,Budhindlerborfenblatt” mit: ,linter den 101 Werlen,
bie im Jalre 1028 aus dem Deutjden ind Japanijde iiberfelt worben {ind,
Befinbet fidh nur ein ecingiges bon religits-driftlidhem @ebalt, ndmlid) die
JMadfolge Chrijti’ ded8 THhomas a Kempis. Dagegen find nidht mweniger ald
28 Werle bon Margiften und Materialiften den Japamern Fugdanglich ges
madjt tvorben, barunter Werle bon Mary und Engeld in einer iweibins
bigen @efamtausgabe, zahlreifie Schriften bon Kaubly, Siarl und Wilfelm
LicbInedjt, Rofa Quzemburg, Bebel und VWernjtein. Unter den pHilojophis
fden Schriften befinbet ficdh audy die fiberfefung bon Sauhlys ,lrfprung
be8 Chriftentums’ und eine Gefamtausgabe bon RNiehide. Bon Werlen
ber {ddnen Literatur wurde ,Anatol’ bon Sdniler und ,Steper von Soana*
bon @exfard Hauptmann ald dex fiberfehung tiicdig befunden.  In China
begegnet man neben den materialiftijdjen und margijtifen Sampfidrifien
bejonber8 Genft Hidel. So fieht dad europiijhe Geiftesleben im Blidfeld
Dded fernen Oftend aus.” Hl L

fiber ben Umfang und bdie finansiclle Qage beutfdfer Miffionen ents
nehmen toic ben ,Allgemeinen Mifjiondnadjriditen” die folgenden Angaben:
»Ende 1020 arbeiteten 1,400 deutfde Miffionsleute auf 547 Haupts
ftationen.  JYhnen ftehen 9,748 Defoldete eingeborne MiffionsErifte gur
Ceite, die 090,588 Deidbendirijten betreuen, u dbenen 53,811 Taufbewerber
Tommen. {n 8,472 niedberen und 110 Hoheren Scdulen twerden 211,709
Cdjiiler unterridjtet. 29 Siranfenhiufer tverben von ber deutjden Miffion
untethalien. Diefe groge Arbeit ruht auf einer verhalinid8mdgig fehr
fleinen finangicllen Bafis. 7,042,904 RM. an Miffionsgaben lamen ausd
Deut[dland; bazu Iamen nod) nidit ganz andertfald Millionen Reidss
marl aud bem Yusland und nidht gang giwei Millionen aud bden Heidens
diriftlihen @emeinden und firdgen. Danad) ijft in diefem Jahre die [ahl
ber Miffionsleute um 99 getvadjjen, die der ecingebornen Miffionstrifte
um 686, bie ber cingebornen Chriften um rund 48,000. Betraditlidh) ijt
aud) bdie Steigerung ber hoheren Sdulen um 26. Die Mifjionsgaben
ftiegen ungefdhr wm 700,000 RM. 9ber nad) den neuejten Radjridjten
fdcinen bie Miffiondgaben im Jahre 1930 bei einigen GefelljHafien guriids
gegangen au fein, und bei den meiften erreidjen fie lange nidht die Hibe
be8 notivenbdigjten Bebarfs, jo daf cine gange Neife von Gefelidaften
bon grofjen Defigiten beridjten mufy. ngefidjtd ber groen Miffionss
miglidfeiten auf bielen Felbern und ber Aufgaben, bie bie deutide Miffion
in ber grunbdlegenben Jeit fiir die Eingebornenfirdjen gerade jept au ers
fiillen Hat, iire e8 Iatajtrophal, wenn die Mifjionsgaben auf die Dauer
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nidjt Sdjritt Hielten. E3 Yann nidit genug betont iverden, baf unfer Dienft
tmf_ bem Miffionsfeld Ieine belicbige MWolltat ift, bei ber e lepten Ended
gleidygiiltig tvire, ob tvir fie braufen ober in Deut{dland ben Webiirftigen
eriveifent, fonbern e3 fallen draufen jept Enifdjeibungen filr ober gegen
ba8 Ghriftentum, die ifre Folgen filr bie Ghriftenfeit der gefamten Welt
Baben werben. E3 gefit irflid) um unfere cigenfte Sadje. — Jn Trands
baal gibt e8 ein biSher nod) nie erlebted Erivadjen der Volsftdmme. Jn
Selubunisland allein find 3 iiber 60 Hauptlinge, bie nad) Predigern und
fchrern verlangen. Budtlofe, fdjivdrmerifdje Selten und — mit grofen
Mitteln — bdie rimifdie Sirdje bemiifen fidh, die evangelifdie Miffion au
berbrdngen. Nodj erfliren die Hauptlinge, daf fie niemand ald ,Merensiyd
Diffion’ (bie Verliner Miffion) twollen. Aber die Gefalhr, dafy fie fid bald
anbern guienden, ift fehr grof. Die Mifjionarslonferens bon Gilbiranss
baal erbittet bringend bei der Geimatleitung filr 1081 fenigftens 10,000 RM.
ilber bad bisher Bemwilligte. €3 ift begeidinend filr die Sparfamleit der
b_entffﬁen Miffion und fiir ihre wirtjdaftlide Lage, dafy die Berliner WMiffion,
bie cinen Gtat bon faft 1% WMillionen Hat, fiic biefe verhaltnidmifpig Heine
Summe Ieine Dedung Hat.” & .

Book Review. — Riteratur.

Der Riythmud bder altteftamentliden Didjtung. Gine Unterfudyung ilbec
bie Pjalmen I—LXXII. Bon Lic. Urvid Bruno. WU Deidertide
Berlagsbudhandlung (D. Werner Scholl), Leipsia. 1930, 352 Seiten
5% X8Y4.

Der Berfaffer, ein jdwedijder Gelehrter, bietet hier ein eigenartiges Werl,
feinen fommentar, fonbern lauter Ausfithrungen itber den NOHhthmus der alt=
teftamentlihen Didhtung und Unterfudjungen bdarilber, benen der VWerfaffer feit
1928 affe Jeit und Kraft, die ihm fein Beruf itbriggelaffen, gerwidmet hat. (S. IIL)
Die Frage nadh) dem Wefen der Hebrdifdhen Poefie ift, feitbem juerft der englifde
Gelehrte Robert Lotwth cin befonderes Wert (De Sacra Poesi Hebracorum) dat:
iiber gefdyrieben und den bald ganj geldufig getvorbenen Ausbrud parallelismus
membrorum geprigt Hat, allerbings biel berhandbelt worben, namentlidy in den
lefiten breifia Jabrem, nadhdem bder deutjde Gelehrte Sievers feine aufjehen:
erregenden ,Metrifdhen Stubien” vorgelegt Hatte. Man fieht bielfach die Grunbs
form der Hebrdifdien Poefie nidht mehr, toie friiber faft allgemein, in bem Paral:
TeliSmu8 ber ®licder, bon benen bas eine bie Hebung, dad andbere bie Senlung
ber Rebe barftellt, fondbern will iiberall beftimmte Metra nadylveifen. Aber bad
ift ein febr unfideres @ebiet, und gar mande audy der gegentvirtigen Forjder
warnen bor ben ufftellungen diefer Metrifer, und bie dltere Wnficht bom paral-
lelismus membrorum ift nod) immer bie befte und ridytigfte. Geiwif finden fih
in ber Debrdifdien Poefie aud) Wetra, wo die Hebrdifde Sprade lange und furze
Silben (quantitierenben Mhhthmus) und betonte und unbetonte Worte und
Silben (alzentuierenden Mhythmus) aufiveift, geradbe tie fie Verfe aufjueifen
bat wie Pi. 8, 5: Ma enosch, ki tiskerennu

U-ben adam, ki tiphkedennu.
Uber folwenig foldhe BVerfe, die fih im Hebrdifdien twegen des Reidhtums feiner
CSuffize fo leiht bilben Ilaffen, beabfidhtigt, bielmehr jufdllig find, fo wenig ift
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