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INTROQIUSTIVN

Tee purpose of this mper hes been to present s unified
program of sdult ovangelisa on the congregatica=l level.
ne need for suech a proran Lecame evideat to tite writer
during ols vicerspe yesr ln cest Fortal Luctherun Church,
amn Frauslisco, Culifornia, Lovsted in o bezutiful suburban
area, Ghia congregecliou wes acstive in 1lis evangelistioc out-
re cii to thae cummunity. The evaangellso program wea organ-
ized upg eifsctive. It becnme appareant that the effective~
ress of the smlussion prosram vas due largely to its
oroenfzation and methodologye. The isportance of methodology
in evanselism atiaulated inverest 1o dizcoveriag ezactly
whn o aetholis hed proved soat effective in adult evangelism.

jtatistics of tie unchurched pojulatioa lao the Unlted
Joates reveal the urgent need for an effsctive evanceliswm
prosram. The totel uncuurched population ias iacrsasiog
annually sbout six millionm. In ithe Unlted States nlone
there re ten thousand villieges without a shurch. An esti-
mated 13,500,000 ohlidren ore 0ot recelving ¢ religicus edu-
eat,lgn.l *The stendy succession of dezth and birth 13 con-

stantly resoviog Chrisscisns frow the wrld znd peplacing

liciond Leavell, ivigcelism (Nsshvillie: Brosdman Fress,
1951}, P i5.
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then with unbellevers. « . « fusanly spesking, the Christian
Frlibh 45 jus s one gonurstic. fros velag lost fruu the
martn.“z A8 3uon @s & ohuren i1s stendiag stili it is slip-
ping buokwaldde.

“he ~aope of this study trects especinlily the methols
uaed in sdult evanvelisa, ¢ is arpumed Lt the reader
understanis bhe theology of evangellss wtlsh sust undergird
any Seiind used. Furtlersore, this study hes limited itself
w0 Lhe evaasellsn of adults. For this resson o definitlion
of evaupeiles g 10 Is used in Lhle paper is necessnry. A
grouy of represents Lives from aeven Lutiersn bodies propured
a definltion which west sultse We purpose of thls paper:

vangelisn is wlaning acea for Jesus Carlist. It is

bringing wople Lo & coasclousness of tholr sing and
tu accoziniuce i Josus Christ ag cheir lord und
wrviour; insiructlng thes, and serd iag Lhes forth to
bear witneus tu vieldr falth, especlally amung, the
lndirfereat, the unchurcened, and the una.:avad.3

dany books imve been written ou the metiuoiology of
evangel isme Jlpnce the methods of zdult evangelism are
ernnging rapialy suny of the books on the subject sre scon
out of dute. Little ocoontribution bas bteen mnde by members
of the Luthersn Church--Yissouri Synod to the literzture
avallable. any ezcellent periodicsl urticles «nd reports

heve been writuven, but ne cmcentraeted effort hes been made

2George Sweazey, Lffestive Lvusweiism (Hoew York: larper
and Brovhers, c.1953), P. .

3'#1.111% Avery, You BShell Be uy uitnesses (Philadelphia:
Xuhienberg Fress, 01948}, Pa L3.
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Lo coxtlie the masthods su/ze=ated ifato 2 workable plea. Tie
cloaest step In Ubhls directl o a l® sa unpubl ished regort of
an evaenrel ism worcshop heid in Nay, 1955, This thesis stall
endesvor tu seke use of alill current srtiolss written about
tue sethodn of sdult evunpellsa velng used iln the Lutheran
Churct--=hiasourli oynod Loday. Tie ulher mnjor source from
whilch meteri ol wia gathoered wes aveilable literature coa-
sorolne metholds used by tue major protestunt oburshes.

The history of Lhe (roblem oz how best Lo resoill the un-
churohied adults of the ocommanity is a8 old es the churoh.

agny differeat sathiods nave boen used. The wosti popular

a prosch to the vaohurched ln the st century hea been zass
evansellsm. Tu the pust few yeurs the bLread bes increaasingly
been iu uLbe Glrection of 4 prosram of adult evangelism. As
a genersli role, congregaticas heve besn slow to asocept this
new oouce;t of regponslbllity for evanzelisme. IU ia the
purpose of thls @mper tu lmresse thst zouse of reg,cunalbil-
ity, sapeclally far the pustors wbo will serve as leaders of
tho indivicual congregaticas. To thls end tie methods are
nere deliscuted 2ud coxclusiuns drawn wigreo dais sad exper-
icnve prove Shey are wuiranied.

Tuls study does 2ot sitempt o lacluce the muy authods
t0 be ugsed in recohing the uashurchied. Lu is hoped, however,
the ¢t the methods given will be of some ssslstsgce to the
lossl pustor dn lesdling his cousreghtion Go rescs out to the

unchurchod sculs of the community. The writer has attempted

et
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to dissuss the adult eavaageliam program 1a all its phuses. et
Ius beglnning, sha¢ of motlvating the congregation toward

evugieliliaon, 1s carried throupn %o 1%s loglesl end, which is .
&
Lo establisu the convert la the congregetion. LA
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THE SORCESOATIVE AS THI CENTER CF AIULT EVARCELISE
Toe Longregetion Motlvated Tousrd Zvangolism

oue of the @08t refrestlay vspeots ¢f the woders tread
cowerd adait evangellsas fa the esmpiusis pluced on the local

churon =3 ithe center of evangelistic scuvivity. A study of

the New Test oent revesla Lhe funstionsl posiblon of & v

local congregacion 1n the apresd of the Gouspel message. 'The
kew Lest2ment does 0t speas of an evengellism prosrem spart
irom the clurci. The Book of «0ls glivea perkaps wvie strong=-
83t teatimony to the ;.‘owér of & group of Lellevera witusss-
ing for ohiiec. The trend away from c&ss evangelise glves
vhe vwarrsgationa the ceatral yositioca it deozerves io the Lro=-
gram of Wé:;g.elian:."‘

& proper usdersitnnding of the puwrmse of Cod's churca
on espbl mexes olesr tie yisce of Lhe locald voagregéetion in
evoagelisn, The church wus Lhmgshi inbo existence So reveal
the glory of God. Tuo glory of God dues awt refer to soxe
pralse or honor offered te God, bul i% relier aeuns thad God

is revealed torough tis c.eiz:.l.'t.'ch.“a Tue purpose of lils church
13 1o brisg men to falta in Chriast and cause thez GO grow iu

linul ises. '!t.i. ke t’urt (Grond Raplds: Zoadervan
Fublishing douse, 17, Toe 77-75.

2) Poter 2:1-10.
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falth and fellosship ln the Lody of Chrlst. The cuurch is to
be the cie center of human socelety Chrouglh which God's love
and 1lgsat ere to shine.? “Ihe true worshiy of God and sug-
cessful svanpeliss atand or fsll tozether. te ors tlus
forced to soaclude LDt our comparative fallwe iun evangeliss
indlestes ¢ compnretive fallure in churochn f‘ell.owahlp."l‘

If the loocnl conpregstior is to te che center of adult
oevaomelime, then the chureh operatias witucit wa sotive pro-
aram of svangelisn locks enasatinl meaniang or purivse, U. Ae
aseoh, the Execubtive Jecrstary of tie Home Mlssio s Board of
fhe lusheran Chwoh~=~lissouri synod, ststes:

‘vary ainels aapeot of the oburci's Life and =culivisty
rust have evaugelistic significengse. Litier evangeilss
s ultimclely 2t the cenbor 2 the coagregation's pro-
, o it s notuilng et all, Tie local congregation
is at Lty bent whea it 15 & nerve ceater of evangellism,
gnd churehes are usaslly iliving chwrchos ia sxaocobl ratic
to helir missimaory uctivity. The great evangeiist

Gbe Fanl would hweve crLaragigrized & conmrepstion zious
en svangelian wrosrsm o8 "tiokling brass and sounding
cymbal.” The New lesleament kKncvws no eviapgellasm thot
operstes faderendently of toce local congregation. It
iz ne los best when on dundays and veorkusys, throusn
eclerry and luiny, the unconverted are coafronted with
the couvietiang pover of whp lew snd uhe falih gener-
ating powsr of the Gospsl.’

{ zn,'._:- .

The suoccess of perseoncl svangeliss has been felt la-the

ghurehk, aay prosras of effective evangelion in the church,

31 vetar 2:9

k.. Aen bl et Sl , Warld .
banlel Tepcab, "Evengellom 1n the “odern worlg,

5 sneeh. "uaning tie Local Conpgregation the Conter
of Lesamerion. o isue Mission Helps, edited by #illian liillmer
{5%. Louis: Bosra Tor wome kissloas, lutharsn Churche-
dlncouri Synod), pe 2%
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preceal or future, muws i grow gut of coucera P& thoza ia

the communlty ia whiloch that ehwaroh is found, The ohureh

must visw ilsze the plizht of thote Lheu are liviag ia sin.

It xust agonls ge, praying ocmatastly tant taoe loly Spirit
gkt come with power, Yi® ohurch suwt orsnanize. iilt or
olas mobLBots mwot be replavged by careful plonniog st effeo-

bive orrenizaticin. PFlaslly, Che svasrepuation is o gvangel-

LEC. it s @wuctienl, consevreted, and ongolng progrsm the

-

ghurch will effect the 'e.-m'veﬂi...&

Une word exulisins why the shupoh has abt been sore
aetive Ln sduldt evanseliom, That word ls “unsiclted.” Too
many meorde in the churoh arents sutiugiastioc abw t thelr
faith. They van got fay more exelted mbout 6@ Now C&r OF A
mrocldential electl sa vhan sbout skaring thelr faith ia
siyiete Glrlst knew MHe would acved witnesses. 4o g=ver
doubted thne Luportence uf Bla wxicsion, bub He feered that
fatwre Fenerations would find 1t uepimportant. Ve used aot
feur those who asre antegonistic to Carist nesprly as =ueh as
those who nre aerely =mi:,'.'i.»ﬂrc£a‘!'ﬂ.‘n‘.‘.7 Amerlcs ms poiucced &
goneration of selfegonficdent and wetlsfied people. Tuls
attitwde nes sproad =isc to the churel, wim the result thas
pany are oomplmcent tod satisfled with things s3 they are.

Woy sre nod Shristiags thie soul winasrs whas thoy

®z ug-mw darrison, low o ¥in Souls {vheston, Iliinois:
%af{ 1'&""}"“ re ﬂ, Se lﬂ ? QO &3.

74'..;;-3 Lase barry, Micplon Hizh !gn ;u%g
Fhiludelphis % W'A‘L

coNr_,-.JH Jia %“mNntﬂ'

%H- - g'!u LOUBI n -
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should te? uUne reasca 13 thay thoy lack pessions They heve
a tendencey to tecome oold, visicnless, and indliferent.

This attitude 1o as diifiocult to undersinnd 23 would bte the

indifferenco of Tko rescued maa 0 Lhoue yet struggling in
he poas Thls lock of comern wmight have 109 roods ia the
tyrze of trainins recolved by sose sembors of the chursh, It “
Lo a stronge gereadon that LU Has becn josslble for a eaurch
vaaer Lo develop an excellent caarscter without witneasing
to Ghriss. luack of courage has kepd some from hecoming
goul winners. Socicl custon aAws kept reiiglon from belng a
popular Sopic. Feople are ufraid to speal evea to thelr
riends vbout Chrlstlanity. It 1s easier for the ohwwreln
weaber e conalder the puntor as the soul winaer of the
coanrepation. Even many nianlsters darbt thelr own abllity |
and aprgue thnt s Lrained evsngslise should be salled 'm'B' |
Thaowrn thers will be suny fears, yet the congrogutiva motle ,
sted by love for Uhrist will abound in soul winning.
It zust be emphosized Shat it iz Lhe wioloe coagregation 4
invelved in zculc svaageliism, -scrmally thore should be a
apecisl comittes for the evaarzelis=m oampalen, this belag
the most rractical way Lo earry cul the work. However, thia

group dare aoct bve considered apart from the sonpgrezation.

ALl the members of the congregation must Le encouraged O

rerticisute ia some wey. Uswson Sryun argues for e

e
Wililamw ayur ﬂaw gng ddune (Graad Repléss
Zondervaan rubl:mt' WL c- 19521, 2pe 174=76.
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participntion of esch member:

Viesitetlion evangellss ought nobl be the property of =2 )(
little group 1o the cluwroh. It cugnt to be the
respoapibllity of the entire ssabershipe. All of the
coureh posuers will not be o purt of the seleoted "
group definitely called to evangelize, Dut overy cc-
tive wonber of the cougregaticn should uave a phare

in the ~ovement. Kot cnly should they look for
progspectlive wenbers cnd veloone ther whon they unlte i

with the church, but aluo they sheuld be & part cf
Lhe opiritual prejparaticu. The pastor aad orgenlsed
leadorns should plve the mgaberz & chance o undergird '
the movement with prayers”
jeripture clearly places the respgonsi Eil.ll:.y 2l privi-

leze of witness upon the Clristisn congregation. The fact

thot sany soapresuiions ure not shering in this responslibll-

Ity ead privilege may e dup LD lack of proser mtivatian.

hile thils thesia is concerned primarily wiih mecthoda, it

a2 L be understood that @ procsionl and effective pra;:r&m‘

of 2dult ovangelism nceds basic ceripturel motivacion. |
4 loving concern for people is the hosic motivation in

aay prosraxm of ovangellss. To hove the aind of Chrlst 1s

Lo display the sngme comern for our aslghbors tnst Christ

revealed to all sinf:l caaikind. Farthermore, to give pur- -1

2os0 tu che loviog concsra of His followers, Curist appoint-
ed Lus: up zeasengers of His dord. ihe goed Shephord, our
loving <avior could not rost wuablll om lost sheop wes baok
in the fold of the hundred. ©irlat wes comosraed nboub bna
per ceat of iHis flodk. Are iis followers as comerned about

| S : g :, : : 2 zh
Dawaon DBryan &ﬂdég Chasrch Eembersh%u brou :
Zvanzel fsm {(Waw fork: ADLOLACH CrGuB, Gel952), Phe .
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wie fifty per zent of unchurched families in the United
Gk e a®

The niaslcnary fleld Lo & mitlvation in ltself. A grest
percantrge of the community around the enurch is outside the
lafmence of the Gosuei, Thoso sciis are doomed if the vave
iog znowledre of Yhrlav and the oross coes not resch them,
The {ret thet Lhooe rospscts live within the pale of the
locel gmpresation piuges the res2oaslibliity squarsly oa the

Y

1
et conarogutlion.

stvulders of the sembers.cf
It miwnt bo well to menilon man's need of Lhe church ms
2 wotlvation townrd evasseilsm. Hass evengellsm did mush to
detrsct {rou the imporstance cof the ioocal church. The purrose
of evangellsm La to brice man into the church, It i8 in the
gturech tha . méen can serve =8 & functional nart of the body of
chris:, as Faul spesks of the church in Ephesieons 4:13-15.
L. seter does not spesik of the church as individuel memders
aghLing sepurately. sther he 3peeks of the church as & bullé-~
iny fitied topether with lively 5boues.ll LEvery period of
churen Listory hes hed scvame particulor heresy. It might be
sutt the heresy of thiz peneratloa is ihe bellef that there
osn ve Ghyl stians spoart from the chureh. =

in pointlog cut éiffereat factors in movivation towsrd

lopapis b, “nitesell, Basio iow Testament Lvenseliss
(Graad Raplas: Zondervan Puniisﬂ!na tousw, L945), ppe L7G=8Ue
il

1l Feter 2:5-16

1zﬂeorga Swensey gffective Ivangelisa (dew fork: lsrper
e Bl'ﬂhbﬂl‘a. 0.1-?53,' e =i

T ——
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evangelian, 1t Is Llaportant %o meatlion the ioly Spirit as the
sonverting power bohind the wlitaeas of sSoul wicners. The
unovwledre wnnb the Holy dpirls Lo opeorutive uvhrough Christian
witness glves coursge and coaviction to Ghe meusuze of the
soul winner. fne objlect of sveaazellss L2 to nake the dend
dive., Unly the Holiy Spivit can scvcomplish this., Xan alone
is weax and holpless., Hen wilth tbhe licly Spirit can carry out
His charpe Lo cvangellze the worlr.%.lB

A flmml motivaticn for adult evangelisa cun come through
an enroost use of proyer. ivangelism can fell for an indi-
vidunl, as woll cs for e whele coagregation, if wayer is not
wsed Glilgoavly. Tihe dliciples of Ulrlisy once falled to heal
an epileptic boy bsesuse they ¢ i o0t a&xe Lhe propsr wse of
pr:nz;‘,rax-."’i' I evangelism 1s falling on the congrsgaticnal
level, whon in pudblic and private prayer thst churei: should
plosd for the Lord's pulcdance. Jesus prayed often duriang the
FeuUrs e 8pent on this esrth. Soul winners of toduy should
Poliow uin exnmple. Let them pray for theauselves, that God
wosls give Laes & somern for souid #nd vthe strengbh to wite
ness to them, Let them prey for thos ¢ whus Chey would win

for Christ., Fernaps @ preoyer list would helpe. 1Ti® prayer

13.-’:.. T. Heyne, or., "The Holy Spirit aad ’:'fowar! in
wsvangelion,” :'.man% cpi Revorts of Lvancelizs sorxshop
(s}t. Louia; Bonra for song 4 agiuns, aatheran Cmurchi--

Locnrk 9:14-29.
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ilst of the vongropstion is its prospect list. The prayer
1ist of she incdividual includes those for whom he hos a
speoial cﬁnﬁorn.15
In the looml ohurchi the orgmnnizations of the omgrepsa-
ticn have beoums leaders ln 24dalt evangelism., The societies
of the chureh are velusble for two reasoae. Flret, they
oifer eroellent opportunitica for training meabers in aduls
ovangelism, Jecoadly, the soclietics ars often an ideal
bridge between the church end the worid outaide the church.
dany yeople have a conacctican with some or anizatvion of the
church, llke ltg Suniay School or Faprish school, and are not
brought lnto o oloser relation to the church itself. If the
chaursir 1s to remein # church, it must depend oa its wexbers
and itas orpunizations to draw peocple Ltownrd it. Cuurches
need o lowg reape spprouch to evangelism. A sudden burss X
of vigitntion evangelisa pow nad then 45 =od enough; HEvane- |
pelism through organizetions gives the churci the opportunity ;fh»
to carry on & continuous avungelism.la George L. Swoazey
staten:
Shurch orgaanizations dic of dullness. Without w
slesrly worthwhile sima, they loge the respect of

busy people. When =n orgunizatlun beglna to thiak
of itgeif v & duvor ifato the “hurch, it has on

-

lsArnnur anook, rergonul Evaaselism (Mlaneapolls: i
Bible Bevner fress, 1353?. PDe 4= .

15

Swonzoy, ODe 8lte, i 183-85,
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exoi tiz:g purpose., dn a yrogram 0 wia others 1t finds

clie solmulus of drosustic service zund vhe sutisfaction

of o definlte acoonplichnent. Horacver, maay & frivo-
dgua uad tuersfor fosble onursh group e found itself

Lo ivs trying o snow Vhrisuianity to otheras. For an

orsanization =28 for wﬁl%ﬁ;&viﬁuw?; Lhe evangellst is

hia cwn flrsc convert.

“he soclietics of Ghe churcih nre t be lecders in even-
gelism, The guestion remsins, however, as to how this caa
be scoomplished., It often seems thot the sccleties are
or.anized o the polnt Wist tisy lose slignt of thelr amjor

objsetives, Lt is the opinioz of oaany writers that the tesk

"!..

auszt be zcooxulished thrauzi the lendars of Lho respective
orcanlzaticons. ne plsa 12 Lo promote tie aplrit of evangel~

g5 among Lhe leadsrs by bringing them Logebher oace a

]

auarter for prayer, plsaning, and fellowship, AL firstu there

may

e reluctunce to participute, Gut bit by bit the enthu-
slasn will grow. Thes pursose 12 not to improve the methods
of she orpanizatiom s0 mueh ms to provide the leaders with a
aen alm, What of treloing their fellow-membders to witneass

26 In some chaurches pustor and memdbers of the

for Christ,
officiel bourd meat eurly in the fall with the officers’
cablinet of each orgeaizatican. IZoch new 3et Of officers musy
be iastructed enrly for the spiris of evangelism. & group la
a loeol ehurch slapht =lso be stimulated Ly 8 speaker from
outsldie the simrch.

Sweazey hus sugrested & three-point plan by which

171bid., p. 185.

lsaryﬁn Greoen, The Ixscy

{Hlew York:
Shurles Joribner's dons, i¥D -
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soglieties of the cnurch oan proctice oveugelisa. First,
chiurcyu orgecizaticas sust reslize thot they cannot compete
vl secuinr orgunilzations in providing eanterteinment. Thelr
busic purpose La for edification of e meubers by Chriastiaa
followsbip vnu witness. Secondly, the soiety should moke an
offort to invite unchurched nembera to attend its meetisgs.
startinzg out with = prespeot list drewn up by Lohe membsrs
seeglves, callers =igint be sent cut $o gsecure new members.
Fineily, Lis now wounbers &re drewn towsprd church a;ezberanl;:.lg

=

Churches novtive ln evipgellsm often gein Lall thelr new mem-
bors ia this way. In some lustonces, s study group iz Bibli-
cal doctriues uight Le Torcmed naong unchurcined asmbters of one
orsealzation.

w8 vas aeantioned earliicr, 1t 13 scoetimes felt that the
lock of evangelisn 12 onazed by over-organization. It is
speinst this very coapleliat thot 6. S Dobbins melntains:

not weoy olmrpches, in fset, ere over-organized. Taey

sre updere-motiveted. The organizaticos asy hiwe lost

thoir ebisf roroon £ eidstence. Let the pastor

lexd bis organized forces in frultful evangeliasm,

aad instead of belng "mschinery® they will bggome

livizg orgociams in vitsl union with Christ.

A4 word olokt be culd haore about the evengelism cozzittes,
shlch should be the guiding foree in orgenlzlaz the evangellam

program of the louzal congregstion. Thers iz at times a

1% sweszey, O e Gitie, Iite 1lEG-8Y.

20g, 5. Uobbins, "restorsl Lvangelism,™ Review &
Lzpoaloey, ALIT (Jenusey, 19450, 53%.
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hesltancey to effcot uay kind of missloaury orgaaizatica in
the congregstion. 46 15 suif thn u evengolios is the work of
overyboly. .xperleace nes ahown S4ut everyboiy's busizess
is nobody's business. The best way Lo get the whole coagre-
gation fnberested in evangellios ic Lo have & sualler group
wors closely wlth the pstor in prosmotiaz evangellsm. The
by=-laws of sdoly Oross Congregetion in Portinas, Oregon,
furnlch an exnaplo of an evangeliszsm comumittee:

-

Commlttee on Lvangelism: The punstor, omne descoan and
shrece compunlicant sevsbers shicll soastitute a commitctee
Ga svangellom. LU shall be %oe duly of the comzilitee:
he To prusobe jersoul evaagellsa witiin the congre-
gatloa, %o Tu gulde snd Ipitiute locel missloa pro-
Jeots in or for the coagregatican, 3. To anakea and
sustaln fnteroct ia Synoilcsl mission projects, home
ang forelmm, 4. ;‘i suparvise the welfsre prosrem of
tho coagregutioge
‘ho evangelissn comnlttee Of acme churches ils enlerged to
the polnt tost L6 facludes all those acting as visitors to
the wachurched rospoots. The vericus typss of shese vislte-
tlo . sommittess snd the ir dutie s will be dlscussed iIn the

chhupber dealiag with "visliction evengeliam.®
Preaching dvangelisa

The ppo.er plece for pmuodling la & program of congre-
gntlonsl evangelism hes been muaoh cebated in the psst few
years. Mlass evangelisz ked pluced mlmost ius sole eaphusis

on the evangelistic sermona. In racstion te the errors of

2Ly 13gue Aillmer, "Susgestions for the Loosl Evengelisa
Commintee,® Advunce, L (June, i954), 24.
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mnas evangellism the tendency hap bLeen to relegste the sermon
Yo u position of insignificance. This prootlice hns almoat
olininated the Sanday saraing sermon ms 2n evengellstio
tc-o.?...dg It svems thet e positicn between ke Lwo oxtreaca
waa Id prove noat acceptabla.

What fa tShe purose of presollasnt IV is oftea ques-
tloued whether precchliag should be lore of &n emphnsis on
gvanrelian or teachiang. The Lutheran Church--lipsourl Synod
has nad a comblnation of both in most sermons delivered by
its pagtors, with perhaps sn emphasis on the teaching. The

Now Teatament unage mizhdt throw some lixit on the meanicg

l‘.

and purpose of preachiaz ead teaching. Accordiag o C. H.
Dodd, "presching® originally referred to wikal wo now term
evangzeliss. Tie spostloes used oiher lLerws to desoribe the

insspuction of tie beiisvers. 23

flowever, precohisg and
tesching are ao interzingled iz the sinlstry of Josus and

the esply church that ao real techalcal distlastions are
posaizle. Teachiug appllus wainly to those already believers.
Evengelletic preighing mus® also tecch. Hvangellatie teuche
ing must = iso pre=ch the Gospel. ALl preachliig asd tesching

iz evenpellistic 2t lenat in part.m’

22940 words ropssehlog® aad “sermon® sre to refer o
tie Ounday moraiag sormon uniess dofiazltely desicnnted for
A speoisl service.

23 ndrew W. Blsckwoot, "The Cail for Ivanselism,”
Fulpit Disest, XIV (Jeawsry, 19470, 49.

2bnitesell, ope Clt., ppe 1U2L.
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A slmnple brand of Tevangellstic®" on preaching is not
definlt ion enough in this mwdern sge. The term has been
used in too muny different ways, Bryen Green narrows it
down for our purposes whien he expls inn evengellatic preaschiag
as:
the staterment of the measage of salvaticn, the setting
forth of whaot God has done 1ia Christ to maeim possible
this selvation %o 8il who will receive 1t. It is not
any apeclal Lype O seruon or mebhod of preaching
necessarily; it ils certainly not talxing sbout coaver-
sion or une specisl aseds of wen; most decldedly it is
not tihe =zuciog of agpenls or the izsulng of powerful
chiullongea thaut seun gheuld gurrender to Gud. These
eleronis O LOoplca may groperly find tielr plece with-
in theo evangell stic mess geo, but et beart 4t is the
proventatlon of the good news of what God las dome to
bring men bnek to 4lzself, o prezentaticn which carries
with 1t the imperative tLhst those “"‘%3 herr must elther
Gccept or rejoot wha ¢ God hus done.”™
When should pustors use avangellstic prwmching in their
pulpits? The obviars timea are dw ing prwohing missioas or
canpalsns of visltatlion evangellam in the congregeticsa. &t
suohh tipmes there should be sn unashamed use of the sermon to
preach Christ snd the cross for the eXpress parpose of galne
ing & believing response in those who are yet in thelr sins.
Besides such an covious use of presching evangeliam,
tho minister con us e the Sunduy maraing sermon &s one of s
beat tuols for evenzeliaom. 4 possible reason why the S:anday

germen he s not been an evangelilstic ool is Decuuse pastors

do not expect to coavert peopls ia a "regulur® servioe-26

250raen, Ope 8ite, Pe 74T,

26}“’”3. .%. oat.. Pe 250
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It 18 not nscossury to mmim a direct zpprorch Lo the unsaved
in evary sermoc. The gols of presohlng are many, and the
choason objeotlvas ashould receive the full force of the
presoher®s effart and utterance. bub eveu when the sermon

moeusuge la spoeclficalily foy the edification of the salnis,

there should be in the jastor's heart a conpassion for &
lost worid, which will lnereuse the urgency of every sermon.
Purtperzore, avary soraci will coatuin the gospel. Thus it
is evangelistic to Lhs exteat that It brings the gwapel Lo
any unohurched listener. If the spirit of cvangoeliss is
absent fros the pulplt, 1% can hardly survive in the c'aureh."?
Fresching evaagelism csn be a yesur around proceszs. Dach
season of vhe church yesr zrovides & sultsble occesion sad
text. TLe amtivioy, resurrection, and ascensioa all have a
promineat note of eveupgelism. Eplpheny spezks cleurly to
vie evange listic thess. Featecost is the celebratiom of

28 Andrew Bluckwuood

evanpgelism a8 the chursh®s singular tosk.
surzests 2 practical three-moall preaching plien centered
around cvangelism. He hes ohosen the book of Zatthew as the
source for texta vo be used in this series uvetween Christaas
apd lLent. The theze of the sorles might be "Coaverszion.®
Suggzeated sermon toplcs ares

a. The Hemniag of hepentznce. Matthow 3:2. Joha

273. B. Wentherspoon, "The Lvengellstic dermon,® Leview
and Zrwositor, ZLLI (Jenuary, 1945), pre 6GOf.

28 | '3 & r Task ludelpnia:
Osear Cerlson, The Chursih's Sinauler Task (Phl
dublenberg Fress, 295'05. Pe .
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the Baptla 3 the evangelical presoher, om-
phasizos rr.wr.-.talz-m.

be Tho Faith of an Army Han. Katthew 8:10. fhe
masculine vhrist cmverts the soldler of Rome.

ce JFultsn that CGonsuers ¥Fear, HMatthew 8:20. Faith
that overcoues fenr glves cairsge to wliness,

de The Counversloa of a Susineass Mon. Hatthew 9:G,
. The heliglon of hestfuiness. Hatthew 1ll:28-30,

f. The Home Church znz 8 Family. Hatthew 12:50. The
family of God 'u::ch 5 out to the uachurched,

Ze Tha Cost of being a Christl: ,ﬂ HYusthew 16:24,
After faith comce service.

Sowme pustors rovolit ngaeingt eveagellstle praching as an
eleaeat o be im luded ia their reguler parisi: preaschlng.
foisonsl evanpelien will slways e the x»oat effective method,
but the success of evangeliatio preccohing must not be dimine

shed, The followship thet exists in Jjolint worship contains

Lo

g warsth tln ¢ sopetimes caanot be mntehed in peracanl fellow-
shipe. Ood uses this mecns too to resch the sculs of the un=-
converted. "A wmethod wiich, frum the day of Feamteowst, bus
beon of inesloulable effect Ln aprouadling Clxrisvienluvy through=
out the saprth iz not likely Lo hove becoue cutmoded in our
generation, w3V
The Lutherasn Church has been very Lesliaat to use any

form of precching evangelism on Sunisy morniag. It must be

2931!-"5&'['&)00(1' Bl g_i_t.o. Ele 49=50 .
3053waa?.ey, Ope 0ite, Pie 140f.
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sald 50 the erxedlt of the Lluthoresn Clurch thet 4t has been
among Loe leosdera ln congregaticnol svangelism. It has
stresged the perasossl approuche It has atressed method and
eryanization. Unfartunstely, presching heo oot been an ine
poriant part of the prosrasn, Freschiiz in the Lutheran
Church e g beea ia gensral of good cualiiy, especlally as far
ns theuvlogical content i3 concerned. Yet the evangeliocal

needs W be more Christlike, or more sas Chrizt

-

Serino:
presched. I Chrlat's presohlng there was slways & great
warmth of love. JVerhaps Jeses chose hunta lonstruments
rather thaen epngels to sprovd His word because iie wepted iils
mesvape o gome fran wars nearts aglow with heavenly love.
tutioran precching almost always shows the love of Christ,
but it ils often lacking in Christlike love for men. 31

Thoira sre 3ous geasral quallities the b sre inportant ia
an evengeliotic sermon. Tiwse quallties are 4ifficult to
define beosause they differ greatly with indGividuwals. Une of
the most ilmportant qualitles L1gs almzileity. Though the ser-
moa 13 to remain simplo, it should also be laterestiag, using
vhe langusge of the peopls aad ctlientlon devices. The sermon
aust instruct. “here wast be lisht ss well =s fire. The
germon must contslia both sympathy end numility: oympathy to
underatond tie problems of the hearer and humility So imnow

Cod mlona oon help. Above ali, the sermonr must be full of

3lg, 4, Gaertaecr, "Let Us Sirive for iore Chrilssiike
Frezohing," Today, ¥ (Ucceater, 1950}, 9-ll.

e
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Cheist tu win souls. Them oust bo o note of urgency in the
measage o thet the listwmer la not permitted to poatpone
his decision any 153!“-::51'.32

An important quality of evangellatic preachlngz thet 1l
often lac king is zeal or cwotion on the part of ths pastor.
The delivery of the proscher may nol be effoctlive. lils
interpretation of the text zay not be too scholarly, bug i
he 15 consumed with 2 grost msslon to le=zd his listeaers tw
Christ his mesonge will be inaplring. Oritloiems of presch-
ing are frequent, especially amoa;; church members. Yet God
chuozes to save men throush the foolishness of preaching. It

53

i3 to e & constant tool of svongelism. The emotional

appeal L8 also nentlomd by Sweazey:

There wlll be oo great relizion without zreat emotioas.
Jugus did not argue phllosophy with pecple-=ile won
thelr !ove. ‘Tho heort is itle antenna, the brain doss
tie tuning. Aayons who uhlgks that this gencration is
nos emolional hau aever been S0 o football gome. ERoe
tions which arc aot righcly used wil! be purverted.

It was the sophisticated youillh of the Turopean uni-
versizies whose epotions were explolted by fanatle
lendars, Tue yout lh of axerice will be saved from the
exot lonal agpesl of falae religioas oaly by t.he,gmo-
tional appenl which 1s the Chuwrch's birthright.”

freashing eveagelism 1= ossential, The aqualities of
pood evengellistic presching are laportent. Hevertheleszs,

thore would be no tanglvle resulls without the couverting

32jees, op. 2it., Ppe 136-41.

33 £ _ :
Arthuyr B. Sernsham, ddventures ig Visitedl o)
Zvangelism {(How York: Fleming He nevell UTes s Gpe Llh=17.

%LZweazey, ope oit., 9. 172,
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power of God's Huly Splrit. Huoss evangelism bad erred in

busing Lis emotlional appen) 9n the personclity of en ladivide

wal, The messsge of preaching evaungelism is izmportant, and

it &

-

3 thimagih the meassge that the Holy Splrit 1s operative,
In preoeblag evancellom the Noly Spiril must motivate both
the preachor and the Listener.->

A finul word needs to be snid concernlag one of the
bisnest problems for the pestur in evangelliaa, and thet ia
thie Losa of wvarliety sad freshnesas. IC is easy to condamn
this 83 a laok of entbhusiasm for evangelisa., The problem
often yuas deeper. Concelvably the beat soclution for the
pastor would be for him to emphusize mission calling. Reg-
ular calis on miasion }arospachn help the postor recognlze
o problens sné the procesges of thiaking in the nluds of
ths unchurched. Throagh pecrsonsl knowledge of actuul peozle
the preccher wiil discover that there arxe asay different
approzchas fo nils evangellstlc measnge.

Anct i r adventapge of regulsr calling oa prospectlve
members 1s the discovery nof jartisulsr meladies. The pastor
will no lonzer be like & hunter shuoting &t raandom. e will
be sble o point his preascbinz dircctly into the lives of hls
hearers. A5 Veathorspoon has aeid: "A recuognized defect of
much evangelistlic precohlog ls that Lt atbteapis la every ser=

mon to be comprehensive ot tlie price of mecilag no partvicular

$Hieyne, Ope gite, Ppe 20-28,
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Fublic felations for Lvangelis:m in the Local Congregstion

Tie public relations program 1s & vitel fuctor 1o the
cutrosch of e lovul congregation to the community. The
suthernn Chureb--Ulosourd dynod hems been separatiatice ia
sozne eommand tics, I0 bhas eemed Shls repucsntiocn partly
becnuve the churceh tended to operate only amonz the Cerasnio
pesples, ond partly bectuse docirinal viewpolinis had the
effect of dlvoreing the churoh fros the cosnunity around 1t.
Fortunstely the aodern trond of svangellam hrs faced the
churcin with 1la opyortunities for witnese. The reault has
been the penewed emphesis on puablic relaticas. It is obvious
that the best public relaticans work of the church is done by
iius incividael meosbers. Without their wltoess any planned
prosrap of seblie relaticns would be doomed. However, our
purpose in this saper Lo %o atudy the mmthcdclogy of publ o
roletic s oa She concrezationsl level. It might be well to
bacin by rosiacg the gquestions of W. Crossland:

What gtonding and reputation has your ohurcil ia its

acighbor hood? Fhet doss your town or city inow

shbout your progruw of service? Wlat does your

chweh do to bulld good will Yoward 18? How effec-

tive are the announcemen ts of your Sund ay services?

Does a steady astream of lntercating lnfommtlon con=
sorning your olurch®s sotivivies and achlevemeats

%‘u'iaathez-spoun. 0D 2it., Do &6,
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flow Into vhe uind of your community thrangh the

publie press? 1a the re*g al attltude cae of ade

miration or a.mil.rrurence?

The churol ¢oea not always have ©o rezch out to the
goumnunity to evingelize. Joastlues thec community comes to
tis ochweh. The most frultful wark in public relations is
doae when meaders of vhe commual vy come &5 wvisitors to the
churcis. Tob the majorlty of caigregntions heve no organized
plen for greetiag thelr visisars.

A Ploanned nrogiram would not be necesssry 1f the nembers
of the oclureh were friendly, but there are meay churches
where nob & single soul wlll teke the tixe to greet 2
strauger. A guruager la such & church ia surely going to
feel "oul of pluce." Hany will leave fully deternined never
to return. U, &, Looch says:

Oaly God mnows bow maosy sculs heve been lost for want

of ¢ gallon of paint and & hearty hondshake, There

pus . be genuine hospitelity i our sanctusries. All

pompousneas, 4 holler then thou attitude, a fain con-

descenslon repels. Our peopls must be trained to te ,‘

truly frimdly end to lesarn how Lo extoad & genuine i

weloose in the nnme of the lLord, They will have to J

lezyrn nov to ue: éi.couraged in Welr wori, but to work

pattg..uly and ﬁisbmuy. leaviag tie results up O
the HHoly ..:'}ira.t-.

The church shoulu be the ost frisadly spot in the
compmnity. ¥riemiliness nced not be crude or lasincere.. It

cust never be loud or overdone, It need only be a sincers, 2

j7Weldon Crosslacd, s;&ow Lo dne Siuran %ﬂg ﬂ? !
Attendance (Hew Yora: AbIn;don=Cokes ury Preas. » Dle L. ‘
330. A. Vepch, "¥aitlnz the Local Congregation t.!:g Center
f Misaion& Aativity " Bancya anc Heports of Evange ;sg
Zaho (.f{ Loul B2 aard or ane Wins ons, Luviersnd rolle=
Flasour Synod, 955), ppe WOT.
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kindly type of friendliness. A quiet smile, a flrm handshake,

and a plessant greeting can do aueh to make o vinitor feel at

t=

ome in o churche A vord of greoting from the pulpit or in
the bulletin will help the stranger to feel that he is recog-
nized. The whole congregation can traasform the meeting
slace to the House of tho Lord. The frlendly church, above
all else, muat vpen 1%s doora %o all types of pecple, despite

9

»ace or soclal cle;ss.j

“he pustor end the ushers of ihe ckhurch must be especiale

ly vonsclicus of the precence of visitors. 7The missionory
pusLor mugl be conceraed about his person sad behnviour in
order Lo mmge Lhe Lest possliule iupression on the unchurched.
The olier members of the church ctn be cxpected to differen=
tisie botween the eocceatricitics of the pestor and his
messngo, bub the rospective mesbeis caanot be expected to
4o uu.‘w The ushers lLave oze of the rinest opzortunlties for
peroonal evancelism. Tre ushors eare the reception committee
fwr the cwigregstion. Hueh of whal an cutsider will think
about 2 worshiypiang cougregation depends oa the efflciency
of the ushering staff, 5By showing & dignlflied, warx, and
astuzrs 1 friendliness they ielp to wovlde the atzosphere for

goot worship. BSoth visiwrs sad members agpreciale such a

39; bunloy & = aelotlons Muay Ch
ate y stuber, Zublle selot 2as basual for Gh
{(Carden City, New Yori’u Doublcday ont GGe, 1951), Ds 54w

80u: 1140m 4, Bifert, M¥ind Your Miaslon Maaners,®
Toduy, IXI (March, 947), 7.
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Savg of the nore aieslon-ninded comarogations of the
church hn ve organlsed £ spoclal committee Lo greet visitors,
This specinl coumittece aoh only erectes 2 fricadly atros-
phere for viciws, bat LV also aids the pasior in getting
the nane and addreas of all visltoras. Guach a8 commlttoe is
alnmost a8 necesslty oa specisl festival days as Caster.

The sreeting commlibtes Lan o Yery specinlized Jjob.
Toey should rocoonize the laportsace of thelir office and
receive Lnstractlioas about thelr position. If possibile,
the sreeters are 0 be on hend sbout tweanty minutes before
tie service boegsing to offer a frieadly grestiang to all
visitors, thou-l thin is no time to visli., Groeters should
sit townrd the book of She ohursah, As the consregation
1

the pastoire There should bs & greeter on haxl for svery

aves, they zhvulé statlon thomselves lamcdlatesly behiad

visivor Lhet leaves the ochurch. The zreeter will ifmmedi-

ately wake charge of the visitor, asklnr him o sigm a

gunat caprd and then proseading ‘Lo introiuce him to other

membors of the aang-;refsuﬂou.hz The mein ¢1fficulsy with

this systom has been bthe tendency Lo conoentrate coapletely

on the first-time visior t0 the oxslusicn of thoze tiat 5.

heve retumed for thelr second or third vislit. Another

4111110 Avery, You Susil Be sy Givwe ages (Philadelpalss
iublenborg iress, CeiF4bi, Ye 5.

hz;umld ¥, leyer, "Instractions fa Groeters," fasays
u:)g h’einrt.a of Lwsggellss sorkshop (ut. Loulss Bo:rd for
Home «lsasions, =

TOr 20 WHUNC A==liGe Synod, 1955), rpe 54%.
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difficulty encountered 1a the Lendency for precters to be
overanxious., Good juidgmesnt on behalf of the greeter is
needed, I & vislwry seons sbhy snd retiriasg, then much
damage can be done by the greoter thst scis teo wolfish.

The

o
[ ]

iocil ohurch must alao reach out to Lhe community,
Azaln 1is best approsch Yo the communliy is chrough the pere
sm" L witness of ezch membar. The most effective cutreach
on sa orgoenjzed basis is probably the public prese. Tie
press ia agzin besinning Yo recognize the lamportence of
rellzious news, as C,. deary says:

“ulte remaykable hns beeoa the change during the

past guarter centwry in the attitude of the sccular

press towsrd religious news., It is a traasition

thut hms cone siowly, eacouraged by bthe econoamlo

erisis of the late twenties, by the morsl collapse

of the tilrties and by the daprk ver clouds of the

forties, It pronisea to Le a permanent change,

boecauae the coaviction that Christian ocopy hoids

a widely satiafying & ppesl has pade itselfl i"'elf;a

o0 gruduslly to be only a temporsry romction.”

It 12 vrue that until recently religicus news bas been
giv en very poor weatment. It hap been given a secondary
rating, down with She market reports. The forzat has suffer-
ed, wost of tho seotion being only religious ads. 7Tie clergy
hns been qulek Lo condemu the nowspapermen for this sttitude
when zost of she blame beloaged to the uinisters. fhey have
sent in muterials thnt cre lifeless, such as the Sunday ser=-

zon. The clergy has osde no aitempt Lo cultivete the

L3gap1 F, Henry, Successful Church Publicity (Gread’
seplcs: Zondervan Publizhing 0U:6, CelVkl), Ps Yl
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fricondship of the »praas.i‘” A otudy of the Luthoraa ileforma-
tion reveals the importuonce of the written word. It wes be-
eruge of Lhe preszs thaet the Zeoformation succeeded in gaining
a firm bBolé in Germany. Luther's owa remerk was: "4 drop
of ink soekes millions think.*%? Srodle brings out most
clezxrly the distine tive posltion of clergy and laity:
Megver hove tho various flolds of public ity been more
fral tL: J. for religicn, lever huwwe newspapsrs, which
roprasent the most imporisat sinzle edjunct of pub=
.;.-,-w, been more wiliing ¢o lend their co-operation
to the furtherance of religlou. 2ut oaly 1f clergy
snd laity, alike inte reated in relislous publicity,
understnnd nowspaper publiclty methiod snd hac‘-'groundm
gan they Léke advaniage of iV W the fullest oxtent.
svengcelistice services and campalgns of visltation
eviagelisn provide sxcellent opportunities for special
newspeper coverage. Lo cumpalzn in visitation evangellanm
can be comrlete withiut & planned publiclty campaigsn. The
planaing bebkind good jublicity is at the very base of all
successful and worth-viiile publicity. Furtheraore, the
publicity must be systematic fad continuous. Any lapse in
jublicisy mea:;::s a brenkdoun ia coatlinulty snd the necoessity

47

tc besin t;*l..; progrom all over sgain. To keep campalgn

bhzonn L. Fortgon, How to ilake Frien:s for Your Church
New Yopk: Gssocinticn Freas, Cel9h3)s DPe L1458

hg_r%in &, Tiocman, "Your Caourch liseds Good rublieclty,”
Toduy, III (april, 1948}, 10.

l"°\‘a‘. &Lustin Brodie, Xee;: foar Oh.urch i Hews
{fhiledelphia: Thas Blakiston 0-, CelGha)y Do
&7

! b.ld.. s,pi 72:-
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pub licity both orrsanlzed and continuous a publicity committes
is needed, or 20 lenet one gualified laymen., The postor is
too busy to oupre Ifw @ll the detallsz, though he iz stlil to
ranaln la caontrol of all relencoes. The 1t esl head of the
publlicity conmittes is a trelaed rrofessionnsl newspsper man b8
From the moment e detes aro designuted und tho spesk-
ers selected until the closing dey of the osapnign, the
publleity chaivrnan can find many news poasibviiities, Ha-
ghsels should be placed uva the popularity of the eppesl that
can be created. Jitraight news will not couant hesvily, but a
nmumen laterest nspoct wight csusce & flne public responses It
1s a0l enmigh o stots bthe f=cts, but tie facis 2nd a strike-
ing bthexse oag be placed in an atiractive ssttiang, &ll pube-
Liclivy muse ve genred to ianterest nol caly thiose persons
direotly concerned, but the general public as well.hg

Tn all the publicity of the sharoh, whother it be in
conneobion with a campniga of evangelism or aot, Lherse should
be the lavitation "Cono and Jee." The propls of the commue
nit ¥ should be uware &t all tlmes that the caurch is offering
opportunltles for inforaally discussing the basio teachings
of the Bible . Those shuwld never be sdvertised as menbere-

ship clusses, or slse Lhey will be cormested only with

i‘sw. s Dite 7“"??.
49; h.ig ep P- 80.
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nembershl; ozmpsigns and precsure to join the church. Hather
they might be nemed reliplous informutlion oluszzes or adult
study groups. The communliy should be swiayre of the fzet that
the lathuaran ohurch hes something to offer, zad that Lt 19
williing to discuns 1% with anyone intm:-eshcd.f‘o

A woré aoceds to be sald about the poasibllities of using
adio and television in the flold of amblic relations, luch
has ceen done in using loesl stations Lo reach the communi-
vies, Lueh sore can be sccomplished by associatiag the loeal
ghurch vwith the radlo brosdeest of "The Lutheran ilour,” and
the televizion progrem of "This Is the 4“ife," Maay dirfferent
idesg i've bveen used. All the prospects for church member-
ahi; ore sent & letter with news coverling the coxlng broad-
onat. seracasi lettors are aven vetter. Thus s2a alecoholle

would be dircoted t0 one progrum, while & girl datiag a

s

itemzn Catbolio vwiould be dirscted ¢o another. The Suaday
bulletin, Lhe parish paper, newspaper anaouncements, alasion,
gullo~--all vhe se cun be used to dlrect people of the somuu-
aity to the brief thirty minutes of the uelecast.sl

Theprs are other meticds which can be used in public
relations. 4 displey of trazots in en appropriate place maksa
avallsble mesaapes that might win men Lo Christ. The church’s

co~operation in communlty rojecis is Ilmportant, & pustor

Queorze i, Mugiler, "An BEffegtive Frogriuam of furlic
s‘aelatblw,“ﬁ'foda 5 VX U&’rill B51), Le

51.::@1@;;‘&;; ¥, Cogkel, ™A iomemude Telemission Frogram,™
hdvance, 1T (April, 1955}, 22f.
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thmt 1a Inberosted nnd notive in the community will prove
of lnvaluesble service in cecmenting relstions between the
community and vhe church., But 2bove all, one Tfact remeins
certuin, There st be a plenned, organized progrem for
all faae of public rédlstiona, and the pestor of the loocal

congregotion must be 1us £fimm leader.

e —
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CUsTTER IIX
NE PASTOR A5 LEADBR IR ADULT EVANCELISM
Fersonsl Quslificentions

The lousl congregation 1s to be the centor of adult
evengellsm. -lowever, Lo organize a fumnstiocel progrum of
aduli svan«slism LU 13 necesssry far the local congregetion
to lsan heaviliy oo 1is paator Tor guldence and leadershly.
Carle v aimaselfl ordalned it s0 as ile epjpointed J'zl:u.s ters to
lead liis church oa sarth. The welght of reaz:o'nnlbillty and
leudershiy laild upon the pastors of the ochurch is over=-
wielmiage Jn the boais of thelr leadershipy lles eitier the
suscess or faliure of tLhe 2éult evangelism zrogram of the
churche <4 1a Lhie purpose of this seotioa to polnt vo some
pitfalila that face the missionery pastor, =8 well &s to sug-
gest bugic guulificaticas for pastoral lesdershlp.

There are muany pitfells faciag the modern pe stor, and
aluost overy pitfall detracts frox his personul witness aand
leadership in sdult evengelisme. At tlmes the pustor 1s
faced with the leacik of & gredent, vivaol experlecuce. lils
heart grows cold snd he loses Che fervor of an evengelisc.
The end result of the "osld™ pastor is the professlonal
pistor. iieligion beouses routine. The houe ohurch is =

maghine, ilopey looms lerge. The postor beglns to coasider
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porsansl prestige.” This suzgests .ho most dangercus pltfall

'
¢ TV

foolog the pesiors «is  osition of leadership c¢=n ssuse &
sancbillicd oomceit in his uwn ebiiitics. e can become @0
satiated with the compllments snd gratisudes of his pariashe-
loners tiab he forgets thers sre sone who oringe at his
-..;:;dj.uar.i.?.:-;.“é Ancther @dtfall that the missliomry psstor
faees fe bhis lsck of professlonal trainin: es & peatoral
evengelisat,. EHOosu of bthe fault lies with the seninarioa.
aly roveeatiy hove they bteen awakeaning L0 the aecd for better
treloiog In evangeliss, znd 8t e preseat most of them are
W11l mot adeguately tralaing pestors for this fundamsatal
tuzlk of Lhe aministry.,

Thors sre certala guailifications that make 5 pastor an
effective evangelist, e sust possess bolinuss of charzcter.
gople are gquics to discern the depth of the pastor's Chris-
tlen 1ife. 4n vnholy minisitry is & derigican of the Word and
a dishonor to Goud., 4t is obvious that he muwt cambuin
spiritual life to & Lizh degres. God auses & a2on of humbdle
apirit. iumility is not depreeation of ovnoe's own work, but
ravhor sa sssertion simt the plory sad suceeas sre God's,
The potor auwt be clmracterized by a thoroust: earnsstness,

If ne possesses a Living fsith, s wiil witness to God's

Lindrow Bluekwood, Evanga;;%m L Lhe «ome Church (liew
York: isbinpdon=Sokesbury sess, 1l%<l, Die OL=07 »

2 The Gk °s Sinpuler Tasi (Philadelphles
Oscar Carlso ihe .ﬁ—-—g“ roei’d siogular dass P
dullenberg .E‘;-z-ss, ?'50;. Phe i5=22.
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Vord with coursge und zeal. The miscicasry pastor will sur-
render delf to God. As the artist?s brush must yilesld itself
to the will of sho artist, so the man of God must yield hime

self tv the purpose md will of the Grcstor.g'

Finally, and
ug the crows o every other spirituel (ualification, the
pustor must <now the fullness cnd guldance of the doly Spirit,
Tiae posior must be cleensed himself and then act as the :
clennalng agent of the Soly Spirit,

Spirituci quslificetions ere sost iaportsat to .the
mlsslionnyy pustor, but there sre physlical qualities which
play & vitsl part in the praotical approsch of pastor to
paopleos. Clesnliness anl neatuess «ars essoatial to the mias-
alonupry pastor. Good zrooming includes nectnmzs and good
taste in dress. dspeclslly offensive sre bud breath anu‘ Body
sdor, Professlousl appesrsace iz a valucdle asset in tie
communl vy, Good posture, @ ready smile and Tricadly groet-
ing gaians a position of respeot for the pastor. OF utmost
importsnoe ls tdct. The unchurched 4ars sasily offended at
the tecetless approach of some jm:stors.h

All these geners=l guallfications point to the gqualisy of
leadership whioh the peator should c.erelse as leuader of

the eveacelism pwrogram. a8 the leader la the mogram of

3\ : (4 w d, [} = a

Charles Spdrgeon, The sioul er {Jrand Rapisss

Zondervan Publisidng HOUSE, Cel948), Dpe 27=3%. .
‘*mlllam it, mifert, "klnd Your Mission Menners,®

-

Today, II {learclh, 19471, 7=%.
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evanielism the pastor must be the btest sxemple of glving
persom: 1l witme ss to Christ, In svery phase of his sotlvicy
in the psrisk, the poslor has oppostunitlies to perscnally
penr witmesas to his Swvior. iHis sxemple 13 especlally ia~
portant to the nembers of the conaregation particinating in
a progrem of visloution evengellan. The pestor has oppor-
tuniiy to besr thls personsl teatimoany in his presching, pri-
vate counselling, in the regulsr meetinca of the dirfferext
orpaaizations of ihe church, and la almost every personsl
convergsation with those with wivi he caes 1lauto contsots The
menbors of the cougroszation will be gulcok to shere thiz pere-
sonel wiiness cbllgation, and with strengtihoned falth chey
will speak to atlw:s-5

If the pustor 1ls (0 ¢ an ¢xample %o hils parlisiioners in
"dolang the worx of an cvoagellist," he ls o develop the right
attitudes tow-rd mlssion work. Ils lesdershiy of the evan-
gollsa progrem must be ¢ue of tho w03t joyous actlivities of
his work. filz pulpit work will show forcn the buraiang zeal
he hes in his heart Tor thoss not yet saved. #Host ilmportant,
the pestor will traiam himself Lo Le mission minded in his
paptoral activity. It L8 taken for spranted thet he will do
much mission ezlling, but Che ealls to his owa purishioners
will te reminders to Laem caicerniag thelry mission opportuni-

ties. Iu iz & good praciice to pray together with the

k. R, Cacmmerer, "The Peator snd His Pursonal Wiltnsss,”
Dosuy, I1 (sagust, 1947), 5-8.
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familics for mora mtaélnn zeul.6

A olrong emphasis must be placed cn the postoral leader-
shipy of the lay evangelists. Thouph the pugtor is o be the
example of the evaagellst, it is certainly Llmpossible for him
to do all the work himself, %hla will be diszcussed more fully
in a loter chapler. oufllce hers $o ouy thet o basio quallity
of a pustoral evenseliss 1o that of an "overzoer,” a tera
which 5t. Faul uses frequently. As Moody sald: "It ig
botter Yo pubt ten men to work thazan to try to do the work of
ten men,” The church is like a filling station vhere peoide
#o Lo fuel thomselves for Lielr mala taskee-witnessing. Too.
oftea the pastor looks upon lay people with susplclon, and
the laivy confivm his opinioun with 8 reluctuunce Lo assume
Lielir responsibili tles, fActumlly the lalty is the grextest
unbvn pped resource for powsr in the churoch today. %Alter all,
when @ pestor calls uvn a wospeoct, he is o salesman; but ﬁhen
2 gonscerated layman cella, he iz o satisfled customer."’

The pustor, s lexder of adult evangeliam in his congre-
gation, sust constantly polut bis- members towurd the goal of
their program of adult evangellsm. The theoretical goel of
sdult ovangelism 1s conversicn énd church mcmbershlp. The

method of accomplishling this end alsht be lLermed llhe practical

661 Ao Gaertneor, "Snlistment and Trsining of dorkers,"
Toduy, II (September, 947), 7T.

70, &, Wueoh, "ﬁaking Ehs Locﬁigé?ngraggtion tho genter
Of Nvangelisz," ugsays gnd Leports of lwanreliss lorkshon
{8t. Luﬁiag gaafa'fsgfnome migsions, Lutnersa Church=-=id.
Synod, 1555}, ppe 42f.
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gosl of edult evangeliam, or membership in one of the postor's
adult study groups. To this end he 1o %o be vhe zotive leand-
cr of the visitotion evangelism thut should be going on lnalde
his chiurche.

liowever, it still remains true Chnt the most effeotive
mothed for bringing sdulbts together to study God''s Word is
the personal ealling of the pastor on the best prospects for
church membership. 7o this end we mention snolber guality
whlieh fwe enubled pastors o become more effective evangelists.
“he mission calls of the pmator csun Lecome teachiag calls,
VNany pastors have the practice of naking thelr missioa calls
vory short, conniasting of ¢ soclel visit and an invitetion to
atvend gervices =nd the adult membership claszses. The call
on the prospscl oculé rather be the lmporteant ifnitial step
voward briasging @ new mumber iato the class. It 1a durias
the wel leplanned missicn call Shot the pasvor osan lead bie
progpect lnto a discussion of Cae or tnother of the great
teachiness of the weriptures, The discussion is L0 be easy
and setussl, srowing out of the immedlute cmveraation.
Poastor &, H, laake, o meaber of thoe ftome Misslons Bourd for
Lhe Tutheran Cnurche-Misscuri 3yncd, glves further guidanob
L0 ths miasicn toaching oall:

It L5 importsnt tint the aissloasary puator gulde the

Gincusaion. A8 soon u6 yoasivle, he will want to

speasic of those trubls wilelt arc unkaowa {aad are,
therefore, news) to hks prospesct. Tius, for instaace,

he 1g.3upg. i FRUAE11RFOS RSN PE SRRt P81 81 ms

$858ic worla. #la prospect will suddenly be "all eers,”




'!E

38 ';
and ke pustor can thoen proceed to saow the difference '
between the relizion of sorks #nd Ltke relislon of faith, 7

Iv ia2 quite probadble thet hig rospect never heard, or
at lesst never clesrly underatood, vLhal salvation 1ia
wholly by srace through Talth in the shed blood of aar
givine Hedeennr.

ousa diooussions cimllenge further thouzht on the part

of the previsusly in¢irfereat. Tley establish » rela-

tleashiy of mubusl respect between the pustor 2nd the

prospect. Thoy opan the door to future viszits. And :
Lhey nave =u axcellent effect on the psator himself, .
deepening his serso:nl Taith and giving hin sore snd 2
noare cournge and ore and nore joy in pergoanl wit-

neaaing.

In sonme instnnces we have been able Lo glve surficient
fos truction durlas our flrsst vislit Lo swaken ia our
rospect o desire Lo continue hls study in the comany
of cthers--glither in our formsl muntershly class or in

8 spall group. In othoer cnses bwe or three vialts,

luating from one tO wo nours each, may be lecessary.

‘e have found that there 1s grest value in mwuking Lhese

“t.t:-ania.{: calls” in close nusceaslon, preferably

m:e!-ily.

All ministers are nobt egually gifted in the wiosuasc
apresl %o mske mission esllis, let alone sisslion teachiaog
eallz., Iy 1s uafortunnte that some use this sxouse O avoid
their part ln on evaaselism progrom. They pride thsusolves on
being good orrenizers or joverful preschers. Olhers look with
pity @nd latel lectuszl oontempt at the “evengellatloe mia.i.utrs'."g-
A8 mlulsiers, they ure respousible for tie evangelism program.
It is slmost impossible Lo overemphssize utlhe laporticace of

ths lesdershlip thet i1s necessary. The lesdershly of the

8,4, H, lineke, "From: House to Houss," Today, V (October,
165G) s Re=ke

Sarthur Archlbald, iew Testement Zvangelism (Philadelphie:
The Judscs Fress, L946), Pe 30.
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prstors will lorgely deterwcine whether Lhe evingelism of the

Tuture wil L rennin with the local congrepgntion.
Solectlion of o Viaitation Conmivtee

Host churches udmlt theo adult evanweliss i the main
vask of the chweh today, but meny Of the sAame churciies #re
not roperly organlzed for the ceutral project. A great per-
cenivge of chwrches 4O uot have s commi ttee organlzed for
visivution evanzellism. Churches sre organized for al:ost
evesry ovsseatlal sotivity of the church--worship, music, sdu-
eaLivn, und sooelal setlvitis 9--and the elf'fect 15 o valuasble
ant functicaal progras. 3But the ceantral projescst of the
church 13 neglegted. Lvengeliom may be cuphasized lan every
phuse of sonsregationel activity, snd stiili lack the o.rgm.{iza--
tim to make 1L afrective.m Fortunately visltation comulii~
vees sie becuning moare ropuler. Where visloaticn evangeliaa
nas been & auccess, 1t s slnost alesys beea the pusior who
naa guided and developed the organization of the central
cound tiea.

The aved for & visitatlion conmiites 1s obvious aad will
be mentioned ely in passing. Growlng communicles snd =20
ever moviasr ponulation asse 1t imposaible for the pastor to
oall cn all the wospective members in Lis coumunisy. Haay

of Lhe prospects Lhat he ¢oos sell on are noL huse oa the

01pid,, p. bbe
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firat or sccoond call. 7Tis mwtor caanct headle the job
ulom."‘l Thils sltustlon makes 1t alzost & neceasity that
tie congregzation huve a gpeolal groupy of trained laymen to
4o e wek of the [lingdon in visiwation evangelism., The or=-
panization of & visitation commiitee Is hordly setting & pree-
cedent. Je would but follow the example of Jegus, :e wos
Lie first religlous lesder L0 use & group of lay people to
peroe laim ils cosing. 1he group of seventy that lie chose weqra
civenr lnptractionp =xd sent out on their first asaignmcnta.lz

It is daken for sronted thwnt the congregation has ap=-
proved the organization of a visitetion commi ttee, and the
mmevor 1o now faced with tiio problex of selectliug the mem=
pers of hils cungrogstion that vre best suited Lo be viaitors.
he firet rde thst ne alght follow is to seleoct the most
ospable luymen Lu the church for visltatiou evangelism, Few
of them will Teel well qualified for the task, but the pustor
st use his judgneat ic aslecting Lhe best of bls flovk.
“pst ministers prefer to hizve & vis u.:-h iiat conposed of
seveaty=_five per ceat mean oad twenty-Iive per cent wouen,
with one or two besms of young people. vane ol the mosé PoOp=-.
ular tean coubim tiozs i husband ané wife. Txperience in-

dicates va o Al flfteen workers sro selected for every

Llppal Xuvesch, "Trained laymen Ave Effective
ivengelists,® Advance, I (May, 1955).

12 < = ! h -3
Dawson Bryan, A Jorkeble Elas of Evansellam (Hasaville:
Abingdon-Cokesbury i'ress, 1945) Pe 17.
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hundred prospeots, esch team will have not more then tea or
iwelve calls Lo maé:o.la

“he viasltstion commiites should consist of more men than
womesns This often presents a problesm, for in maay & parish
today there is 2 lack of man pover. OGhrist appesled to
strong wen to gather around Him. Christ Himself was the
idesl nen. dow He i3 lLooking to the local congregution for
aen o support Mls courceh in visitation evangellsm. But in-
stend e sess churches that rrpe fillled with womsa and chil=-
drene The moa huvo bocone "curb-stone Chilstians,” taking
Lhe fomily to churoh and deking them up later. OF course,
the puastor musi be conavsntly on the lookout for able women
te serve as visitors. Lousewlves meke especially good visi-
tors becsuse they sre available during vhe day. Ofien a
helpful Chriastinn housewlle has served as ner ohurcn'é beat
anbessador by sisply being on the lookout for moving vans end
offering kimily assistuuco to the new famlly 8 1t iz getiing
sebtlad. ~uch xindness lesves @ wholescue impression ablut
the straage church around the eoraer.“"

The pastor must remember that soule-winnlag is an art,
or whioh resson he should aot asgk far volunteers for the

visisation conmitten. GSous people do act have the proper

1l3veldoa Urossland, How to Insrease Chureh lembershi
and Attendunce (New Yorf:: Aiim;don-ﬂoﬁeubu_rﬁ%e%
Phe HiY,
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personality for this type of work. &Some are luckiog ln tset,

othurs in the cbility to rend men. There are some who would
simply nob be sble 4o venefit from the hest lnstruction be-
cause they laok the psychologlceal skill to be visitors In the
uame of the chursh.™ Thls does not mesn thet Ltiie personale
ity of the extrovert 1a nceded. Some of bLhe bezt visistors
muke up in sincerisy what they lsck in aggrousslveness, Butb
it doeps aeen thet the postor must Le very selcotlive of the
members e chooues o serve on thia particuler comnittes.
*Enlis ting laymen to win the unchurched is important to the
pestor, as the selaction of the iwelve disciples was to

J; s-.;es."la Jesus guve carefitl thought in the selesgtion of the
seventy diselples that were Lo ocarry on iis work. The pastor
too must zive ls cholce amuoh thoughte As the paostor seeks
Dod's help in choosinr the right mople, ke wight well ex-
pect thet there wlll be many ellmineted until the right per-
gons ere found.

“hrt typo of persom Lty should the pustor look for when
chocsing visisors? Sweazey mokes & polat of the faet that
there i2 no cne type for visitaticn evangeliasm,

"he extrovert whoe can go iato a home radloting

friendliness, tolk ami ask queztions with & dis-
arming Crenkuaess =ndé close the cell with a hearty

15pwient prats, Lhe Moster's Nethod of Winning Men
(How Yorks Floning H. Revell Gory 5.1924), e 39+

Lvagrelism (New ori:sgﬁinsﬁm Freos, c-%ﬁ?z,. ipe GO
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‘bl has been wonderful--~let?s pray about 1t," has a
glft that can be grescly used. HBut the siuple ezraneste-
neag of the parson who finds words difficult is same=
tlues coven nmors ocouvinoling. Thore 1s no one type for
evanzellistic ealling. « « « On Lhis subject, Jomn
Tiuobly «~tone hnes well sald, "Is there 2 lass who wauld
wunt @ mean o indalge la flne zhirsse-making while proe-
wosing, ns 1f he inew how to propuse? It ig not &
watter of exporionce or form. L0 uno waild be inpressed
by the mere word or -:rsan'ﬂ;}r of expression, unleszs the
heurt revealed ltself.”

After the motor htis chosen those whom he thinks will
mato an aclive and effective visitaticn committee, heo is
of'ten dlscoursged thet s0 few of thom are willing to serve
oin the visliation committes, This problem is especlally
aoute when a postor initistes & program of visltation evan-

gelism in s chureh that hés not been sctive in this work la

K
L)
[
L

past, DBut alwsys he will find at Jlesst a few, and soon
the splrit of covangelisam will aprecd and others will join the
grouy of poersoanel wrkers., It la initiating the fearful into
the work that is diffiocult., Once they have experienced tl;e
Joy of soul-winnlozx, they will be esuger m;ricurs.la

Those whe are uawilling Lo serve cn the visitetion com-
mittee will offer many veried types of cituges. Iizchi excuse
haz o bistory of ‘ear bekind it. rerhaps the typical excuse
uzed by prospeccive visitors is uot knowing howe Tho Dest

gnawer to this exouse 1s that there wlll te & training pericd

l? ~ o) 1 E - ll (:-u ! Tan
George Oweazey, Lffective Evanvelism (liew York:
Harper & Brotuers, 0el953)s Pe 105.

lsG. s, Dobbins, "Pustorel Lvengeliam,” Review zad

§xzpositor, XLII (Juausry, 1945), 52.
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provided, and that visltation evsangellsm, liko any other
skill, mustl be lesrzed from cxpericnce. Anotier oxcuse 1s
sek of abilitys The grost men of God all feared for thelr
laek of abliity. loses, Jeremlah, Gldeon: all were afraid,
but God uszes those who appunreatlly lack ability to 4o great
things. DUevid hod only « sling. The dizcisles were only
fishermen, &Gome Chriatiuns fenr th ¢t their owa Chrlstien
lives !sve not been perfect enouzi for them t0 sorve as visi-
tars for the chureh. But thers have never been porfect
ssints, David, Peter, doscs, and msny other great saints of
vhe 3lble had glaring feults, Fipally, thereo are always
those who will not serve &g visitors because they are afraid
of fallure. However, tie results of our wlitnessing are not
dependent on us, sné oo the best soul winners f2il at tizes.
Lven Jesus £2iled to win Judas, the Fharisees, and the rioh
young ruler.l9

It 18 & gener=l concensus of opinion among all authori-
tios on visltation evangelism thet there is only oae metbod
0f seouring the ablest workers for the visitation commlitee.
The mianlaser must personslly Intesview thenm and gersuade them
to share in the importent work of evangeliam., He who uses
the tolephone or the meil will discover thet only abmut oas

third will respond. By talking to each oue persomally tie

ig W ‘ ' ,
Rolund Leavell ﬁgggg@%. Christ's Imparativ
gommission (Nesuville: Broadmen Fress, I551), Dpe s
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pastor snuuld be rble to gecure close Lo nlnesty five per cent
of" the prospective vi:a:!.t.urs.;w

Th waarld seem safe to say th=t there is no phatve of the
parish program of avanzeliom that is 30 dependent upon the
wiedom, fnitlative, «nd Juigment of the pastor as the organi-
=zation snéd selectiovn of the visitutlon canmitteo.“l Iy is
werefore importeat thet the vestur glve mush prayerfal
thought snd considerstion Lo the selection of thisn committes.
Into the Lhands of thio goumitbtes 1a plven the awescue
responsivi ity Lo cultlivate prscicus proupocts for the church

of Jesus Christ.
Gebtlng Up & Prospect List

is leasder of the program of edult evangellism La his cone-
grecution, the pustor is directly responsivle for seiting up
a prospect list, though 1t mey be a group of laymen Lhat does
most of the work. The keeping of the prospact llst 1s a
sacred task, for esch oaprd representa @ human soul,

The keeplng of the prospect ilist ia an sttenpt to keep
in contnet with those in the communlily who kave showa some
interest ia cthe church. “These sre Llhe roal evaagellistioe

prospects. You cannob ovaugelize people ln geaeral. There

200roazland, ope Site, Be 52.

2""1‘&:3 mstor, as leuwder of the program of adult evoue
gelism, is vlso respoasible for trainisg the visitstlon coa-
mittea, This phnse of his lesdersilp will Le discussed iz
Chapter IV under She neuding of "Urainlag ia Viaitstion
Lvangel 1am,."”
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is n¢ such Lhing 28 & person i, zenercl. Fersomml contnct is
ihe oagwer, bub peraonal ocontemct 13 impossible unless the
Pros pects ure Knowne

ragtor ead people should both be educated to dbulld up
the prospect llst. There are usay who think that the prose
peot iist should bo larger thaz the congresstionnl membership
list. Jystemallc endesvors ore necessary to bulld up that

List rad to ret the nuameg of iaterested people, for Lhe pros=-

pect list is the congregation’s "acre of dlamonds, its green
22 .
p:stures,” Avthur archibald relutes a pergonal experlence

L0 show the disastrous effsct on sveagelisz 1f there 15 no
prospect 1ist avallable.

I went to 6931s5% 2 brother minizter in Ohlo, I was to
vive fiim one weoke The night I errived I =sid, "Brother,
wicre are the names of thiose we ure golag after for
Christ%" "Oh," he ssid, "They ore around in the church
and community.® "But Just where ure tiey and who sre
they?? I insisted. "7ime 1o short, %e heve not @
moment to waste. e can't drift about. Where sare theso
pooplo we are to approuch?” He then cuafessed, "I have
none lisved. 1 heve trusted the Lord to lead us to
them.” &nd there he confessed 2 common sin, pushiag
over on the Lord the inefficiency due to our lazlness
ené stupidity; poing out after souls sad not Knowlag
whero he was goins. It 13 a common fault of meny
churcies., oSvery church should kanow =¢ the beglaning of
ivs effort just who 1l is golng 6o seek, a3 truly as a
ship enptsln anws whut harbor he 1s seilling for on
leaving port.

4 ble and welleclassified prospect 1list will ususlly

assure a suocemd. wae ool expect Lo wia ten per ceat of the

2zﬁheoh. Ope GlTey Pe bl
EBAI'HMBEM. D2 _Q_l_tog Pe 73
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Prospocts contucted, even 1Lf the first results are not that
aromising.  The Liatl Is o ve complled by the pestor and thea
rlaced on duplioste curds for the vialtor and for the churca
file. All pertineant information shculd be on these cards,
such ss ape, Job, previcus church connection, previous cme-
tucty by the ohurch, ut-c.u*

Pewaon Hryen argued that this file should zctually be
divided into thrce purts: Lhe live flie, the postyponed file,
and the dead file, 7Tue llive file is for those who should be
called vn at onces. The postponed file for those thst are

5

"alumost persusded.” The dezd file 13 for those who déo nob
Intend vo unite wit: this partliculsr chwrell, such us so:e
parents of the children «f the Sunfay school ané the parish
school. It zlso mlght conlzin aemes of unchurched prospects
whu huve proved Imposslile Lo work '.-::|.:.:r.1.25 dtill other
pastors keep a list of mospects in & smull notebook Lhat can
be carrled arcund whlle makiang calls., The adventsge of Lhe
latter method 13 heving tbhe uddressces hamy in cese the
pastor is cazliling la the nelghboricod of & wospectlve comber.
The keeping of the proepeot list demsads time and oare.
-y Fagt, whe job mever cesses for pastor or laymen. Bullding

the list is to be the responsibility of sll meambers. It is

2r018., ppe 7375

IDe 58 faryan, Buildlng Church Hembership through Evangelism,
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pood for the josta to thiak up meny weys to keep his members
Arospect conacivuse Seculsr organizatlouns saccurcge thelr
rembers by encloslas & jrospect card in ench melling. The
church alght foilow the smuae procedure. In each malling some
reminder might be given to keep theu on the alert for ros-
peuta.'?b Ancther fine susgestion for xeeping the congregeation
"proupect eonzcious” s (o provide stutistiocs in the weekly
chureh btulletin. The prineinle is for the pastor ecoh weei to
pablish Lie number of (rospects he bas avalliuble for his own
use end for cthe use of the ohurch. 4fAn exaaple might be:

BoUBLRE OF TOU0OLKROH

Vrospects on reoord uaa of (dute) (number)
Gual of wospescts on record.</

The nunber of prospsota thet the pastor receives from
toe mombers of nhis congrepetion, though important, are few in
comparison Lo the nmes obuained from the other varied sources
which are nvailable to the prsitor. There are, of course, the
pere s whilch bho psthers Trom his porsonsl calling uad contaota,.
Le pustor hes other specilal opportunitlies to gatlher aoew
jrospects., 4ine pastor's inserview with a oouple he is going
to marry denis with the deepest issues of life. It is an in-
conposrable evangelistic opportuaity. Heptisam offers na ex=

cellent op ortunity to make jrospects of Lhe jearents.

26 . By
Henry Luffberry, Thy Misasion High L_tarul illiog
(Phllsdelphias Zuhlenberg rress, 51554, B BT

273000 iuss, ;deui E.M_‘E_S_El'.%é Fagtorate (Grend
Rapids: Zondervan rublishing House, 8.l%3), De 104
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Tunerels are often a legitimate tool for evangel lsm, since
the peator hos an opportunlty to witnees to thse survivors.
Uften, too, the pastor is sougnt out for counseling by noa-
churchigoorss ALL such people alght prove to be ozcellent
proapects for the church, The puastor must be on the lookout
for Lher.--..za Jther obvivus wrospeots to be placed on the
setive list immedisntely wre oll visltors of church services.
These prospecis usually yrove to be amocng the best.

An oxaellent scirce 'or prospects that ia not always
used by pustors are such orgealzatiosns ua the "Welcome VWagon.™
This crpoaization wes founded o stimulate busizess far the
local merchunts by calling on newecomers. The plan ¢zlls for
hoving & hostess coatuzet all newoomers iua the towan to dis-
tribute sexgples for the loocel merohants., DBesides this, the
hostess dispenses lofwantlon sbout Lhe services of the
community, end =l grthers information about the new famlly,
In tiiiz way the hostess nsets o8 a2 "assistant pastor,% be-
cause she favariobly asiks tie chwrel: deacminatlioz of the
fanlly end requests permission to huve the loczl pustor call
bz:ere.ag

Amony the best sources for sdult jrospeols iLave been
vhe gducatlonal ngencies of the church. Unchurched parents

of the Uredle Ro:i:l Department, Suadsy school childien,

zss'aeazey, ope git., DPPe 203-05,

29 > " | AT4 o .
Daryl G. lieyor, "Get on the '"Welcome Wagon'," Toda
III (December, 1948), PPe 1l=3. »" A228

T
1 fiet N .ibwikd

:
/
W
B
5
K
|
‘
i




g R

50
¢hlldren attendlag Vaoatica Bible <chool, und childrea of the
parochial school sre rospacla tiint should stend high on the
1ist. izxperience imo showa thnt gn g growlng community the
parocilal school i@ the awane of briaging maay prospects lato
the churoeh.

There wre, of oourae, sany othor scurces ros which the
pagtor wlill obSaln names of prospects. Only one more such
source will be meutioned in thls paper, and thet source 1s
vho religious crnavess, The tremeondous mobility of ifmerloans
todey makes a relipgiocus ceasus nccesszyry cbout every three
yesrs, eopecially in urban communities. In the lust ten
vours slzty=-~rive million #mericans lLsve chonced residence.
Yoast of uthess bhave settled in o dirferent comwmunity. In soue
cltlen =0 towns all Protestant denominstions co=operate in
taking & church census every Lwo or itbree yosurs. iasay
Misascuri dyncd churches jola ian this effort, because it is
co-operntion only in exteraals. It gives Lihem a core com=
vlete coverage of the city, and bhey receive & felr proportion
of the proaspects. Jue purpove of tis canvass is Lo provide
eagh church with the neme, tis sddress, and tie chureh later-
sat of every unchurched person ia ihe commnnity.Bo

The value of csnvasging le obvious. It keeps the churen

from workiag in the dark by providing saay e:cellent prospects

30“A fielirious Gensus of nhe Coummunity,™ Uapublished
Monozraph (Ut. Loula: Board for Hoxme Mlesions, Lutheran
Churche=tino, dynod, 1955)
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with which vhe clurch cun worke Secondily, canvassing is good
public relaticos work.e Wven LIf few prospests are unearthed,
the cummuuley 1o still mede more cuasclicus of the fnot that
the church i conserned nbout f‘..hem.al

After the pestor has completed his yrospect list, it
world be well for him Lo gel an overview of sthe type of
o le that ore canblauinod on the srospect list. The ilst
should contnin nelghbors and friends of the members, leadiag
ciitlzons of the community, wege carners--the rank and file
of the community. Any prospect list that does not contein
AEnes or prospects from each clunss of scclety in the comaunity
ls depasrtiag from the evangelistioc approsch. Yew on the coxe
sleved roapect List wlll be opealy aategonistic to Christisn-
ity. -ore often mhere will be people who ure critiosl of the
chwrch., 7The prospect llst sho 14 provide ample wiulnessing
opportunities for boti the mstor am members of tis vislitae-

tiovn commistec, 22

-31\3weazay, ODe 8LCe, Po lihe

32311110 Avery, fou Shall Be iy Witoesses (Philadelphia:
-l ) ' - -
duhlonberg Frens, CalS58), Die 75 %
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CEATITER IV
T PROGRAM OF VIOITATION EVANGELISM
The Funotion of Visitation Nvsngelisam

The wosram of visitellon evengellam has Leen one of the
acturel outgrowbtla of centering adullt evengellum in the local
conrogntion. Congreputionul motivetion toward evaszelism,
n3 discussaed 1 chapter II, provides the ilmpetus towsrd the

propram of visiiatlon evongelisam. Tha penlus of the movement

b

¢ 1ia the oot thet qualified lay workers are traliaed to
witness to people wisre they mre. “These tralned wrkers are
the sireagth behinl the vleaned progrom o the churcih. Sven
more imporiaat, they are aa laportent link to the tens of
milliona of asmcricens who never oenter a church, who are oold
e whe reguler worsalp services and Ignore the proachlag
mission. Theusse lost s ls caa oaly be rescned oerfectively
by Cirils tiase trained to spesk of thelr falth, "kost of the
periocds ia Obrls tien hiatory Chst huve recorded the largest
gpiritusl prowsh aad the gresteatl aumerlosl advance have
besn those in which devoted laymen took tae gospel Lo the
paople.“l

The need for visiteti.on evaagelism hes becoxe apparent

lrr. - . P b [] .
Yeldon Oroeslsad, dow to lasrease Church %& %g
AuLendsace (Ii;\'e fori: AbIAIAOA-VOKEIbUTY Press, 1949), De Lis
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Larough Lhe weaxnesges of the soss evaagellsm wiish preceded
it in the _opular spprosch to unchwvched persons, The old
waihod wias the appeal of une man. The evangelism campalgn
dopended uyon his porzoaality and his aethods. It failed in
maay reapeols because there were toou many éifferent persone
ality types to which the maes avangellst addressed himself,
Lt was fmpossible for iz vo make a compreohensalve appesl to
she unsaved poople whom he abtempted to win, Thls leek of
parsonel concern resulted in mass inilfference 2nd even cun-
Lez=pt towerd ovanpelisa, for whloh it surffers to thia ﬁay.2

Because of thls bueckground visltation evaagellsk 1s well
seited to our Limes. If jersonal ooutuci 15 nceded, 28 eof=
forts at mnss coanversion sces w Lladicate, then vialtstion
ovanrelisa ils the enswer, Hdecenit stutistics scem to prove
this assumption. Jehovah's Witness, relying sostly on visi-
tativn evongelize, hea increased its membershlp from 44,000
Lo AES.UUU.B Usher onurch todies thet have used this type
of evangellam have reported similar lacreuscs.

Vany different types of visitetlon evangellsm iimve Leea
enployed very ceffectively. All of the wodern methods can be
troced bmei to the orizinsl tyse of visitetion evencelism,

that employed by Chrlat Jesus. Jesus gathered to fluselfl a

2[1_ ¥. Xsrhahaa, Visitstios Lvs ~eilsm {How Tork:
Fleming li. hoevell Co., C.1925), .bs L.

3; B iffecoive Evengeliss {(liow York: Harper
Large Sweazey, uilsc e vnselisn {Low Iors; ¥
aud Srothers, 0.19531, PPe 7
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group of dlseciples to carry om the work of evangelism after
iiv had ascended. ile trulned them well, living with them and
moving about ia Calllee 20 that they wmight learn fros His
example and thelr owa experience. Furthoermore, Jesugd organ=
ized anoibeyr group of sevenly people, trained thex, and seat
toem guti twu Ly twoe To 2ll dis lay workers Ourist promised
fis coastant preseince and uaaiss—:,::ce.a That the sarly Curlge-
tisa 95':\1:«:;: followed the pattera of Christ 1s seen clearly

from Acts 531423

vAnd dally Hvery day evangellsm

in the temple Church evangellam

and in every aouse Visitation evangelism

they iay participation

cenged ot cout inucus cvangelism

to teach Lduecatioz evauagellsa

ad to reach Preachinug evaageliaa 5
Jusus varist,” Curist-centered evaagelisn

Among the modern methods of visitatioca ovangelism there
sre many dirferent types, Vne of the most.populér varleties
is called the "Croup Plan.® The plan 15 to spawate a viaita-
tion group that functions for a six-week periocd., AU the end
of this period a new group 1= orsanized, and 30 ca throughout
the snin part of the year, 7This method has a2lsc been called
rotetioanl evangelism. The purposs of this plan Ils w ian-

clude a2ll the menbershlp in the J:ro:ngmm.b Aaowiaer aythor

& C. archibeld, Hew Testement Lvanzeliss (fhila-
dolphlﬁf“f-% Judson Press, 1940), Dhe 42fe

Sfugene idarrison, Low Lo ‘i% Souls (Wheavon, Ill,.:
Van Kempon Press, €.1952), Pe . :

éa\rnold He Grumm, "Frocticlng hvangeliam in Shifss,”

advance, 1l (September, 1955}, 6f.
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surgests & varistion of the glan, 1a whlon tea worke rs visit
for ten weeks, nmacsing two culls eoch veek. Thus o totsl of
4 000 contacia cua ve made throughout the year.7

Anctber popular setiod 1a the chureh Las been appropri-
ately called the ™Blocx Flen." One semver of the congrega-
tlon I1s essigned to 2 specific block of himos, aad he is
resgonsible for any uachurolied faaliies or say famlly which
128 recently zoved inlo the uammunlty.s An el=nboration of
thils Cyro of plan 13 called the "Shepherding Flen.™ Each
genber of thoe charen gounell is respouslble for & nuuber of
vhe farilies in thie sanpgregtbtion, Zaolli one of these units
operstes cs & separste evangeliatic asauy.g

The plan vilceh seems to e the @most pozuler anc the =oot
effective ls called the “"Zoae Tlan.,™ The plan calis for &
dlvision of the porish {nto & grous of zones or districls,
For ench zcae there ls £ cownittee of visitors which func-
tioas Ladersendently of the olher zones in tho conzregation.
These lay visitora are trained to keep in cantzsobt with both
the sctive and ilancilve church meabers in tusir zone, @3 well

ag 1o vislt Ghe shut-ins and aay unchiwrched prospects. In

7Jonn £, Hasg, [deus for ¢ Successful Pastorate (Grand
Raplds: Zondervan Publishing HOUGS, 01953}, Lps L7%e

8A dlacussion of the technigue of the visiteuion will be
dircussed lstsr ia tials chapter,

90. 4. %amech, "advanelng 1a Sveagellss,”" idvance, II
{September, 1955), 22. Voo e
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some churches thlie committes faascticans ©s one large body,
rubpex then belng nepurated into zmesn. The advantage of
mecting va the zone level iz the poosibillty of shariuz ex-
perliences, plus the oprortuality of dlscussing the particular
neads of the zons. The advaatage of ous larze comnmlittee
reeting each montih 1o the clossr soatact betwesen the mstor
and the comnittee, since the pastor would Tind it impossible
Lo attend cuch 2one meoting. The two plans heve been 00-
ordinsted by using the zono meetlags snd arranging a bi-
moathly supper meotling of all the zmes. T“he leaders of the
zunes would meet with the pastor une hour before the bi-
moathly meeting.

“hen visiltatlon evangelism first became popular, only
oane method was advoented. This method called for a oac-week
cumponlgn of caacentrated visitstion evangellism, for which a
puest evangelist was called in to gulde the program. Dawscu
lryan i atill a strong advocate of this type of visliation
evanzeliam.

Txporience @&ll scross Amorica hues proved that the

largesat repults ore obiained by a ons-week caapalgn,

with meetings esch night Zconday unroush Troursday. Its
nivantsge i3 its bLrevicty. One iatense week! Visitors
can be induced to lay relde othoer sutters for tils

short tlwe. The experisnce of uvne aisziit Ls aot lost
vefore che aext meeting. Dlscouragement is caugnt

; 10=rpe Zone Flaa," unpublishoed monograph (3s. Louls:
Bosrd for home wissions, Lutheran Churche-Mo. Synod, 1955)
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before it corystallizes. Tascoarsgeient comes witi
succeas before the weok Ls cver. The tol:ls bescom
lapresalve. An atmosphere of victory and achisve-
ment is obismined. Jeripturel Joy of huﬁ!enly triuagh
commits the workers ©o Iuware &ndcnvux‘.l

Though this meliod e not 80 widely used today because it

e

lacks ohe esmphaslis on coatlaucus evanrellon, 1t definitely
A

haa aot passed fron the ploture. 7he cuwrrent "Area Lvan- ¥
ellom Misslion™ of the sutheran Church--illssouri Synod hes |
many of e sape charncteristics as this type of prosram, o
A word sight be seld hare concerniag the schedule of the
mecting night characteristioc to alsnost any of ihe different f
q

L

types of vislsaticn plans. The time schedule fa such & soet- .
!

ing night is supgosted by VY. 4. Vaech: -.
7:00 « 7:30 mevotions ani instructioas d

7:30 « ©:30 Visitation

$s30 = 10:00 iieport Lsck mﬂaféns: ’

10:00 - 10:30 Felleashlp haur '

Others sugge:t beglnning the evening wilth suppor, whloh 2hould
verin about §:00 F. ¥. fxperlsnce hes shown that it is im-
porteat for the visitors to make the calls on the alzkt of
the meoting.

A& speclalized jpogram of visiustlion ewmngelissz Rnown o3

the "Ares Avangellss &lssion” hos Leen advaaced by the

Lutharon Cnurch--ifsgouri Synol. This prosran hes beea used

1, ulldins Cilurch Throuch

tewson Bryan, B Hembarahln
Gvancelisn (Hew York: Abingdon Press, c.1952 s Da hs

12+, A. vmech, "enklaog tne ~oceol Concrogation the Center

e -

of ¥lasiomnry Activlity,” Zssays and Heports of Lvangellsm
Yorkahop (56. Louis: Bosrd for «agme «lassloas, Luib e 51 GLur Oh=e

H0e Eynou' 1955)1 Pe ’.'6.
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in the lorger citics until aow, but it Lz easlly adaptable %o
almost any areca. An "Area Misslon" can comprise a group of
congregutions separanted by fifbty to slxty miles eand still be
affective, for the vioitatlon prozram 12 stlll on the congre-
cationsal level, There have been ns few as four and as many
u“s 105 congrezations particimating 1a the mission.

Tihe -ueat pastors are solected by esch participating cone-
aregation. The evengeliasm office sends out the invitasioas.
e resgponsibllity of the fuest psstor is to conduct a
prevehiang mission i one of the congroegations sunday morning
tarougl Thursdasy night. ile also conducts briefing sessiuns
of visicetion evanrelisn for the lay visitors in t.hg cuil_ re-
cation thet he 18 orecching. "The ley visitors are mute up of
willing workers in ezch of the congregations., Thoue visitors
pave the way by incrensing the groapect list thrusz. aelgh-
nurlicod convasses, nto. The actuel visitetlon program takes
place londsy through Tiursdey durinz the mission week.l3

The purwose of the program is expieuined ns follows:

The pro-rem 1s an effort to emphasize various phases

of evengelism to be worked in 2 given &rea in & con-

gentrated perlod of time, usuelly Sundsy mornlag to

Thursdey. ‘ihe Lotol progrem ilncludes Iresching--

every consrepution sponsors a presching mission each

evening: Teaching~-the pastors meet la & School of
x:vangg%ismvﬁ% througk Thursday mornlng; HReuching--
lay visitors are insirucied before or after the

L3ugorusade for Christ® (St. Louls: tract relessed by the
Board for somne Wissicas, Lutherzn Church--Mo., Synod, 1955)
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cx&ah # services rad seat forth to witness of Christ

and lis Churech; preyiang sembera are motivated to make
thiz united effort o "ittvr of persomsl prusyer loang
before Lt tokes place.

The results of Lhere "apres mlssiocns™ huve beea very en-
gouraging. Lhere nas teen & woaderful demcastraticn of united
Caristisg wlinessing., vongresatioss are stirred to a aew
sense of responsibllity, Curistizns ure strengzthened in falth.
Joane congregstions bhnl would never have particliusated in an
evasageliss campaign of their cwn heve been drawn iato the ex-
perlencs off effeciive evangelliam. These statlstics sre given
for the pllot mojeoct in Aivon, 1llinols:

In the nine conpgregetios of Lihe Cresnter Altea (Ill.)

Ares, 4an aver:ge of 2% lay veoiyle witneased of Lhelr

foith daily, co: L;un;dg 1673 cells, enroiling 36 in

tle lr pastor's clseas, flnuia? 3% who were "live pros-

peets,™ 33 for o"ytlam, @ 89 jor <Sundeay school. A

totsl of 6% 0 attended the gpuclal evengelistio

services, and 633 vlaitoig were obrought under the
infiuenocs of the Jospel.

The 'R mission program, as It hes s8lso beoone <nown,
asetunlly herks back to the old "Prouching kisaloa” ia its use
of uirshtly evangellistic services. Aftar yeors of disuse be-
enuse of limitecion and abuse, 1t is acw belipg used effective-
ly. iLus adventapges ore significant. lHon-members will come
to speeiel services wore resdily. “he intensity and exiila-
rution of sometaing fresh exd different triogs with It a

feeilng set free frun the sameaess. Sarvices e=ch eveuning
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hwve & cumulutive effect, Filaonlly, = pestor who could not
losve hls oimroh on <naday could help out for a week in the
s:veilitz:g.16

it 15 slgniflicant that the PIR program has worked sffec=
tively even in the ™old" conprezations of the chaurcn. Rev.
Faui Trumpolat, u lutha ca pmator in Westera Hew ¥ork, speuks
of Lhe ascw life that becume evideat ia his conregation.  lew
wrbers vere won. Iiringe zezxbers wers revizalized, But
sbove 211, the oxlatlag mexborshlpy was knit more olosely
torether. 4in the fulwre its members will te more prospect-
sonscicus tlan cver befoie.b’

The results of almost all tyges of visitetion evangelisa
ou Wie cmprosational level have been sacouraging. FPerbaps
the wost pructical mmlity of vipitation evangelisn 12 the
fast that it can be put into use whercver a coagregatioa is
iz operation, 1lbe we of loy visitors is egually effectlive
ia both rurcl sad urbon comuanitica. Country churches, which
Lave been lackiag in sa evaagellatic prosram far yeors, have
found it effectlve und workable, Downtuwn churches fiud 1t
ldesl to Keep up with thelr constuntly chuaging comaunity.
Suburban communities Lave found thelr prosperous zombers en=-

orgetic aiwut sharing the msss:ge of “hrist with tneir

16:2wcazoy. ope 8lbey o 163,

17Pau1 Trumpoldt, "dow Ares Lvengelism Affected an '014°
Consresation,” Advsace, LIl (February, 1956j), 158.
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neighbors., There will be mlnor asdaptutions ia czoh case, but
Whe method reamslos the seme.l8

There =re some speilfic values in visitatlion evangelism
that «ake it more uwsable thaa other types of adulu evangelisa
in use today. ¥Firas, no more effective method for reschiag
she sashurched b2y been deviced. Jeocondly, visitation evan=-
gelicm iz the Lest way to c¢lerify relizicus confusica. Even
tihe best membors of the church sre often confuzed aboul thelr
Shrimtlienivy, Lavius a tendency among themselves to dlacuas
only she trivisl dootrines of vhrlsctendom. a3 they wituess
they soun lesrn Yo emphaslze Lie ceatral message OFf Christliane
1'&'.:/.19 Thirdly, lsoting Triendshlips spring up betuwoen estab-
lished church zeasters and the prospective aombers. 7These
asrooiebioas are like chuins of gold, beczuse they establish
& liok which holds the aew members to the ahurcn.zu

if a program of visitation evangeilss accoauplished
aothing olse it would provebly be worth the time and effort
for the resctica of o workers who participuted ia the
visitation, Firsit, the worker disoovers himielf., any
Ooristians ars Yiristisns because of cuatom. They inherii
their religioa from thelr pureats. They coanuvribute iiutle

bocause little is required of them. The zea who engeges in

185weazoy, Ope Cibey e 99

19,. &, vernatema, Adventurss i Visitatlon %%ml_ig
{tew Topi: Fleming e Revell GOe, I928), Dpe 27=38e

Orpia,, ppe 72=75.
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visitation eovanpelism goss into the -ommunlty us o representae
Live of Chriat. 40 the toly Splrit works through him to coa-
vert otheras, the visitor discovers cblilities that he never
dreancd existed. SZecondly, the vislitor dlzscovers oprortunie-
Lics for service., ¥any o viszltor hes becn astounded =t the
aumse of peoprle in his own community who could be wan for
Christ i they woxe only approrched. Finully, 'he worker dis-
covers a pew Christ. Too many Christi=ns have & coaception
of Christ thnat iz owlcusly similer o some Of the anemioc
noprtraits of im., I o Christiesu is to heve a conquering

Chriast, he sust zee Hlm at work in the con:muntty.zl
fraeining in Visitetion Zvancelian

4o pro-rop of visltetioun evangeliam can operate effec~
vively unleszs the visliors nave fesa traiced nroperly. &in=-
cerity snd uhe best of inteations sre useless untll the
vis it ar understsnds his puprpose and intends to accomplish the
Gane .

Few leymen 1a cie charch todny huave hed proper training
in visitotion evongelism. Many Cohristisns heve visited hun-
dreds of Tfamilics without heviang one hicur of wactical traine-
ingz In technique. Jeculor orpanizetions would nsver pernlt
this Lo happen. ‘They trsin thelr monbers fron the very be-

piaonlag in the methade chel huve Leen tested cnd proved

21ge:naunn. Visitation Svangeliasm, pp. 96=-100.
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ef'fective. +whmut 1s even more treglo 1a that many prstors do

not see bthe aced o traln the poople in techaliques of witness-
Inge %IL i an lodication of the amaziupg wower of the lioly

1y thet Lie church grows ab all-“zz

S

Thers ere severul different iypes of ureining prozrams
bhet can be altempted. Jome poostors plen n aerles of meetiags
with the prospective visitors. ore often the training 1s
cunbined with the =otual vigitetion wosram. Thus esch train-
iuz sesalon wwld be Tollowed by sending tie visitors out on
sebtus i vizsitations. The advantage to the latter metlind is the
gombination of tleory snd experience., This pa por will not
sLlieaph to discucs all the different typas of tralaing pro=
eramg, vut wiil suggest cowe nigh llghts and methods to be
included in such a tralning wrogran,.

The fivst nectiasg with thae visitatlion cosmlitee is very
inportant. “ost of those atteanding will feel very uneasy
about the work that tlsy will soon be dolng. 4an lasplirationsl

talk erecten Lhe :roper atmosphere. Crossland offaers an

-@ranple:

You have Lhe hopor azdé privilege of shoring.ia one of
vhe most vitel sna inportent movements of our callire
church year. fYou willi represent Christ ané our church
i: Invicing those ou whom you call ¢o become Uhristians
and to ualte with our churoh. Tils is oue of che
finsnt services we oun reader Christ =ad the unohurched

22enpy Luffberry, Thy Hisslon glen Fulfilliae (Fhila-
delphla: Mublenberg ¥roas, CelSohl, Pe 75e
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of our communléy. we shalil ell have -is blessing,
presenco, anc help as we undéertuikeo this task for
ilme

Laany of ywu sre deolng ovangell stic calling far the

first time. 1% la for you ag well s for your fellow
worners whe asve haed cxperience th- v we hold these

periods of tralalap snd lasvruction. Do your utmost

Lo te pre.eat at every one ol theoa, and at the ond of

the erassde you will be uttorly agazed at how 3r'ccess-

ful you ha-e been., <ore than hmlf of you os teaus

will win one or more people the fir st evealuyy of your

oalling, while pructically all of you will have se-

gured from zn¢8 L flive or alx declisions by vae closing
eveaiap. “veryone will be grateful for your cszll, eand

I wozise you that you will enjoy this work as mach ui

aaybhisg you Lave deone for your caurch in mony years. 3

The purpoce of Ltbe puastor in she vrelaing sessions ls
Lo sugpest busic upproeches in visiting prospescts. aAlthough
ic le Lupossible for Liew pustor to jrovide any stock methods,
since every sl twidion ls 4if feront, yet he can suggest several
belps to get the visitor started.

“wo suggestions asre in order before the visltor begias
is gall, The team of two vl sltors should pray for Uhe
success of bhelr visitsticon. Frayer wlll assure God 's
grecence ans ¢olm tae feors of Lbe visicors.e "it is a good
thing when csllers sre frightened by tie laportance of what
Guey rre Liging to do--liey pray betier thoa. "2k Jecoacdy,
1t iz good o review the loformation on the femily before

calling, &Ll members of that faslly are Lo ve included in

23gpoasiaad, ope £lile, Pe 55
2hyalier A, Enge, "iHow Lo loke an Evangellstic Visit,"

Esgays snd feparts of Lyancellan sorkshon (. t. lLouls: Board

TOr Jane Ll9Sio 8, Lulboran ohurchi=--ioe Lynod, 1955}, pe 6l.
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the visit,.

It 1 lamporiant for the viasltor to gsain eatrance into
sae home, Usually this 1z accomplished very cessily. If it
proves & poor tlme to call, the visllor o=n meke anoLlher
appointment. Unce laside the nome, the visitor can begin the
ceaversacion by associsting the ;rospect with the ohurch,
whetheyr it be throuph & mutual friead, children ia Sundey
schuol, or through antendaance nt the chureh. ‘“hen beginning
the conversstion, the visltor ashould mske it a point to se~
gure a3 favawrable environment., Avold dlatractions like radlo
and television. Cresbte an atzosphere I1n Eoeping with the
subject. Above 8li, from the very beglnnlng rslax and eajoy
the call, The wmore comfortusble the visltors cre, the more
confortsble the prospecis will ba.25

An evangellistie viait is often & fellure noc becsuse Lhe
prospect 15 antsgonistic, but becausc tlie visiticr makes some
fatul errors. Some thisgs for the visitor to avold are:

{al Avold a "no," 43k gqueations th=t will encourage a "yas."™;
(b} Don'u argue, whick will only coaviace the prospect that
he 1s rizht; (o) Don't overtalk, & common misteike among eager
visitors. The best visitor is often the g:0d llstemer; (&)
von®s wuste time in noansssentlials. Get to the point as soon
ag possible; (e) Don't chenge the subject. The urospest who
foels gullty will try thls often; {f) Don't risk a refussl

zsIb;d.. FRe 61-6b'
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too soon. Llie natural resgtics of Lhe prospect will be to

refuse; (g) Lon't get disccuraged. OUften results won't show
up until lz:t.ez'.'?&
Theoe goenersl rules sod precsutions sre laportant to
epenber ab all times, but the most importent rule tO en-
phasiuse ln visitntion ovangeliss i2 to prezch Christ, MNaay
pustors might be surprised 1f they knew how few of the visi-
tors spock of “hrist, It is difficult for some toc spezk of
thelr Soviore 7The vendency 1ls to meke the churoch into some
glarified club with many activitles. Visitors must de
trained oo mwesch Shrist., Any evangelistlio visiuing that
spoanas of aayvthing else will fall, Aamericans sre already
overorgenized. I the aessage of the visitor centera arcund
the "wonderful minister, the best cholr, sad ibe right
pec le," he is missling the purpose of Lhe visit. Often tie
prospect hus ace had the opportunity to discuss relislca,.
sSoclety svill frowns on the subject. 3ut 1f a2 visitor from
the ohurcn broaches bhe subject, bhe prospect has the chance
to apenk of rroblems coaceraiag spirltusl matiers which have
poLbbered nhim for some bime. Viaitors often ere amazed &t how
readily the people open thelr heartg.e?
In direoting the coaaversation bto Christ, the visitor can

foilow sone bnsie agsumptions couman to all prospects. These

26ppyan, op. ghbe, Ppe 1il-23.
273waaz_ey, ope Clte, FPe 91-93.
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assunmptlons, that esgh prospact will feel, are: (a) the
senze of sia, preseat Irom the aatursl law, il not condi-
tiimed otherwias by soolety; (b) the dresnd of lmpersonal
forcens. Ye Live 1n an era of fear. <itizZens are worrled
avous war, the atonle bomb, e#te.; (¢} boredom, caused by a
people with nothiag to hope for; (4) iaaer coaflict, osaused
by the tensloas of moltera living; (e) love of home anl family.
feople will do what they thiak La8 beat for the family; (f)
need of a 3evior; (&) the powsr of the Cross. The fisure of

a loviog Oonrlsv wno diced for mea still nss 2 powerful

e

attractlion,.
iheze ar only a few suzgestioans among maay for broache-
ilug the subdject of Christianity and its relevances to the
srospect. The juestion Is of ten ralsed cbout the advisabllity
o visisors progssing for & decislon on the part of the pros-
pociLs. oushi & proctice is oftea discouraged ia Lutheran
gireles. To scours & docision reminds most Luthersns of mass
evanrelists sad modernist preschers trylag Yo galn members
for the eiweh witiwut proper ilnstruction. This 1s uafortun-
ete, boecsuse deciszlions =re very volusble in visisatioa evan-
rolism. In fzct, i declsions ure nmotl brought forth by the
lay visitor, the prospect lo uften J.ost..zg

It 15 nsooazsury, of course, o keep ln nlnd the objective

281uid., ppe 60-6Y.
29rid., ppe l24-28.
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of ube declslion %o be reuchsd. If the objoctive is to bring
the femily to shurch servieces, 1t 1s good Lo press for a de-
cision cu the ianvitatlon to come to church. The asjor ob-
Jeotive must always be ke pt in miad, L0 bring people under

34 Toc thiz ead 1t i3 advis-

vhie suving groce of uthe Gompal.
able for the visitor to presa for o declizlon bo atiend the
pustor's adult instructica class, " Parcllment of the aduls
prospects iu the cluss 1s vo be Lhe objective of evoery visit,
4% is better n0b Lo mentioz tiie objesctive of shiurch zmember-
shipe 0BV rospects will reseat this approache. 7The better
epprovnch hos been to invite the prospect to a group of dis-
cugslong wibth other Lnterosted people, under the leadersalp
of the pastnr.jl lore extended remarks coaceraiaz the ine-
poruvrnce of adult instructicu classes are proscated ia the
following chupier,

It wizht be alded here thet many prospuctis remsin pros-
pecta because of thelr heblt of postponing a favorzble de~
cision to come Lo church or o ocie of the pnator's study
sroups. “hey are apt o be eloszest Lo @ tire of decision
wien lsy visitors call on them. For that rounsos the lay

visisor should he tralned In patience and persistence in

3garl Guertacr, "Ifrescsing for a Lecision,” Esssys and
ieports of Evaagaligé Forkshop (&t. Loula: Board TOFr «OmS
ET&ETEEET'LuGzar&n hurgh~=ioe Lynod, 1955), p. 110.

3% . Ceplaen, A Living Chureh (Blair, Hebrsoka:
Dacd sh Lutheran Sublishilng f0uss, NeC.), ppe 85f.
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presslap for a &aolaiun.”

1f the prospect hus some Lo & fsvorible decisioa to
avtond the Instractio: classes or come Lo church the next
dunday 1t is very effestive o cloze the ianterview with a
short mrayer. The prayer shoull be & simple cne thenking God
for whe declsion aad usizlng dis rich blessiaz uzon the home.
Juch = alacere mad silmple prayer wlll impress the prospeocts
and bring thes closer to a sure raith in Chris 5.33

If the visitor is to Le trained to press far a declslion,
it is necessory that e mnow the mesalag of proselytlisa. A
visluvor Lo prosslyviag whea he approsches a meubsr of another
Curlstinn congsreputlion with The express purpse of persuading
iim o leonve thet church. However, 1f the visitar zericusly
inquiros after the condition of & men®s soul, ané then pro-
ceed® o spenk Uhris s as ohe enswer Go his potlem, he i5 a
witness of viwist and L2 not wcsalyting.%

The postor must Aalways atrive o produce nabural visiuars.
Lay visitors caa be overtralned in the sme way thet sa
sthlete can be overtrained. Une can be drilled and instructed
56 thorougtly thet all the aasturalness is loat. The resull

is that the visitor becouses & copy of the prstor, whioch is at

s -l &

Bzcz'osslrmd, ope gil., DPe E5f.

331bia.

3‘*:,-,. . Hillmer, “Tnar;i'foblemlgf ?roaelytis? ia %v:ixgel- }
ism, " Pgauya snd Reports of fvancelissm workshop (S5t. Loul s: .
Bowra TOr ious & £safona‘s,! Luthersn Churci--No. synol, 1955), Y

0. 105'07-
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beat an artvifleisllty., The wosu powerful appeal of whe lay
visitor is hiz agatural and siascere approach, It is alsays
dunzarous for the pastor Lo suggest stercotyped spprosches. -

<% i notural for an unsurs vialtor %o regueat & teated ap=-

u v

preach, for he feels inadequste for the task. The visitor will

dosrn thot bis ow: indlvidusl perscwlicvy will prove more ef-

L}
fective in his uulllnﬂ.j” Ae e Herasnan, Luo, recoguized the

daager of beins overtralned:

e bt we needed wia not wore services btul coOre service,
vuar prepuration of ocur uembers for the work led to thelr
pondege end psyonologlical inhlbitionz, end nou to free-
do: sad she ranemce of Uhristian conguest. Ye were de-
wading a passion for the work of evangellizp as a
recuisite for service, inatead of aanticl pating & grow-
ing zeal from the work, and gebtting neither. +#e were
belng rrightened by preconcepiions instead of goling
forv:. 8 Lo face real men, womsan, young people, boys ané
giris wich & "ioly Boldaess.” What we nseded was lecs
diccusalon aad core work, < found that Vhrist seat iils
followers out to visle wibth quick, cle=r, and single
instrustiona, and what they returngg saying, "aven the
evil solrics sre suuject unto us.”

Despite the bezt tralaing program for the visicors, thelr
nost ofitoble ifnstruction will come &s Gtiey begin dolng the
work theaselves., This ls the lanstruction givea by tie lioly
Spirit, For more thea & pnatural glft to witness is ncoessary.
A divine 1llumination canas to the visitor as he is sbmat his

worke e will dizcover that ke scguires exceptional skill in

35rbid., pe 85.
30y eppunan, sdventurss la Visliution Evenzellas, p. 25.
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fecling with the probloms that arise. ile will develop an
mlorbaezs of mlad unkanown in aay cther of kls moental processes,
&3 locrousing sceuracy of intuition, with a corresponding in-
eresse of joy Lo his vwork are the swe rewards of the soul

wlnner.37

owicht ¥, P 'he Master's X ¥
wight M. Fratt, The Mestor's Nethod of ¥ipnlag Men
(Kew York: Fleaing H. ﬁevell Eo.. 0«lG22), Dhe OUL. '
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CRAFTER ¥
T CONCHUTE BLaUiTs GF ADuLyY EVARGELIGR
The Adult Scudy Groud

Lt 15 necessury to keep in mind from the cutsst thet the
witimate gosl of adult evengellsw iz Lo briasg uvachurched
nduelis unéer Ghe seviag influcnce of the Gozgpel. However, to
Lring about this deslired result sdult evangelisa points 1t-

1f townyrd more concrete gpo:is, tpe first of these goals
15 Lo enroll the prospeet in a8 study group of fundamental

doctrines of the Uible,

l‘l

It 12 intercating %o note that olrendy in 1918 Honry Cope
suw clesply the need for education ia evangelliam. Writing ia
en ers vhon megs evangellsm wus extremely popular, he fore-
saw a church woskenéd ia purpose and dectrine. Cope aises
vhe vuluce of evengelism, but he debunks aay wogram thst 3
chenpens the ond result of evengelism. The emotioanallsa of
nass evangelism fallied to repléce the lasting influence of a
gsolié educstioa in Bible beliata.l

Thea chureh today bLes a sreater need than over for study
groups to cducate the adulls of Lhe communluy in the meaning

of Uhrisclenity. The orurch hes veen acilve ia reschlng outb

e

l - ¥
deary ¥. Cope, Religlous  Lggestlon ig Sie Su
{tiew ¥ora.yunarlas SorIBnnr's Sona, 1918), Dpe 1§'§§2'




e R N SRR R o

73
Lo the children of the coumunity vu Lring tihen iatwo the
sunduey school, butl 2o swh concenirsted effort has been msde
te provide Lhe ssme instractiocn for ihe adulus, who are oftea
ae beuiler Ifnforped then thelr chlldren.

Host Lathorsn churches =t lesst recognize the uced for
wroper lnstruction, even thoushl they do not muke it freely
avallable to all in the community. It io unfortumate that
many Lrotestrnt chwrehes are not gven sducntiang those thet
pre brought into membershli; wiin Che churche. Oweazey speaks

of uhe feet thnt enurches are not ecducibing adult prospecis:

Iu Ls startiin: S0 recognlze that moany churches do

more Lo prepure litiles Loys to becone tenderfoot scouts

Ghai Wey ¢o Lo prepuore adults to eater Lhe cterasl

vhwrch 23 disclples of Jesas Christ,. There is saotber

poculiar peredoxe-ln meny churches boys end girls who
neve oeen getting training in the church school sre
reouired to take sprelsl iastruction before they join
the churen, while older peosle whoe hove had no train-
ing of any sg.rt. are waien into mombershlny without
insiruction.

The need for an adulv instruetion clesa that attracta
tie scmmunlty 1s belng felt in ludieran clreoles a2lso, Fep-
sons who Joined the Lutheran Church in previous yeura were
alioast pluays fmmigrenta, and lo many 2reas of our land the
Luthersna Chureh hes been called the "Cerman Church.™ Bub
todey the home mission fleld of She Luthernn Church has
changed, and the need for & revitellzed adult study group hes

becore more pronounced.

zueorge Sweazey, Lifective Lveacellsm (lew York: ilerper
ADd Brothors, c.1953), Pe 22ke
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Hore =znd more ndult gonrfir=enis are boias taken into the
church cach yoanyr, Statiztios of the Lumei'an Churohi==ljssouri
Synod reveal the seneral trond in the increasing aamm-:.r of
adult sonflrmands. In 1vl8 therso were 2,492 adults confiraed.
Ta 1%34 there were 8,432, By 1953 the sumber had increased
Lo 20,%04. The twinse-svanzelism anl sdalt educatioa-~must
pave the way rfor & stroager church.

The Ceuchl .g of adults Tor churehh mexbershi» hes a strong
iaw Tostamont beckground. IV was in the ussic conmlasion that
viplal rave to His diselples before lis ascended into m—:aua.j

mpreful instructlicn wos an importsnt preparation for the
sdualt prospeets of the early chureh, A gsample teszchiag method
of thie enply chureh is preserved for us la the "Dldache,™ Or
Liae "Terohing of the Twelve.” 48 the church spread and chil-
diron were instructed early in life for church meabership,
loss emvhasls was plsced oz adult instruction. I6 wus aot
wuGlil the time of Luther tint the need for adult lastruction
was egsin brousbt to the fure.i"

Adult sducetion wes needoed in the esrly church bescnuse
of the aumber of sdult prospecta delaz brought Linto the
churoh. Lven so the adult study group iz the golden oppore

bunlty for ths cuwoeh of todey. I opens wide the door for

Jintthow 28:19-21.

by, ¢. cerisen, 4 Living Chureh st work (Sleir, dNebraska:
e Va w ) ? . g
Dealsh Fabllshing House, Hede) PPe G1T.
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evungelion., It provides the process by which evanzellsm cun
esbablish sollld vowerts.s Tne mduly study group 1a the oaly
oportunlty for wie churcii Lo rssch the men and women of the
cozmunity. They huve groves up in the very shadow of the
church, aad yet have remalned unbaptlized, untaught, and une
.-.:‘-v:.»::i.s svangeli sm and varistian educatlon cre inseparable.
Jue wesinoesses thal appear when eitier astonds eloae are
eliminated when o2 two worz bogeither.

Churches soiive in adult evangelism have Lzcoune incresse
ioply awere for ohe aeed for mora thorough sreparatlon for
shurch nemborsiiip. The adult study group is more persomal
thon pulply evaaqelliosm. LU 1s especically sulited to wmodern
malaoda, snd the study croupy will briang some that warld enier a
cuureh for no obther reusvae 4ntellaotusl curlosity wlil bring
meny Lo the clnoses., Aadults ;,arojuﬂloed agaiast the church
and left cold by preschiar ame ideal prospecis for a suudy
.-';:ruu;::.é

The nuze given to the study group ls importsat. ia
former yeurs bthe only retson I'or the slass was to insuruct
the meabers of the proup far church aesmbersilp. Jince then
whe purpoac of the class hsa broadened to provide sny member
of tle community with laforme tion concerning fundemantal

Christicn beliefa. In kseplag with this puric:se there has

51‘)1&.- pl 80'
6-‘-‘=va'ea-.aoy, ope cit., ©e 199.
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bosn an attempt O chuuge bhe aeze, wone sugestlons ere:

Adult Instruction Clesses, Iaformation Lectures, feligious

Forusz, lLuthorzsn Leebures, and Sunday Hisal Dogtriasl

li.i.:.uuﬂs."-.a:m-? i
gnie conpracftions heve incorporated the practice of !
appointing certuln nembers of the congrepntioa Lo serve as 1
)

|

snonoors for the members of the study proup. AsS sSponsors, L
tuey wey for the prospects, bring thes to the class a few
tines, toke the: to chureh end introiuce them to other mem- .
pers of Lhe songrosation, and continue to scrve 2§ Spousor
unt 1i the prospect 1s well esbmblished in the churoh.s
The number of sosaivas amd units of stucy in esch study
eroup is arbitrary. The tendency has been away from the
rapid survey courz2c designed Lo cover only a foure-wsek pericd.
Ihe sourse of study usunlly fm ludes & hlstory of ths church,
a besic wderatrudéing of fmpyortent doocirlnea of the Bible,
and en understanding of the lliturgical herituge of tle amn'oh.g
sweazey tLhus descriles the sore thorough educatlonsl beck=-
ground being required by churchea:
Hocen tly sore und sore churches nsve neen luerecsing
thelr reguirescats for nesbersiip. Tiols is a racog-
nizable movouzent. One denoaination stated &g en alm

of Lia tiree-rsar, natiou-wide evaagelisa orusade:
e pake church joisine twice us frequeat end twice

7{;;1_1119_;,, dillmer, "Advanclap in Zvanrellam,” Advance, I
{Octover, 1955}, 24.
SIbid.

SCope, op. glt., Pe 98.

s 8
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ag difficuls 23 ever Lefore." Amung thesze ancw require-
rem, 8 for membershlpy sre s cwirse of wepuratory
clasaes, atiendunce nt services over s stated perlcd,
8 financial pledne, the resding of literature, the
writing out of & atatement of fersoani faith or ex-
;nﬁzriunca,ltg fdeballed privete conference with church
offloers.+¢
The aatural lecder of the study group is the paster,
thouzn elle-trained lay members can do an excellent job. The
oot successfal lesder 1s friendly, allows plenly of dis-
cussion, aad wrses aaple use of iliustrations. Good prepar-
ation is nceded. Content snd me thod wiil moast likely improve
98 these groups continue to meast, IU has proved valuable for
tbe leader to vielt those attendliag the clhss oconsion&lly
for o ¢éiscussion of any persocasl problems. The guesticn of
churcs membership shouldl be ralsed after @ discuzalon of e
s = : . 11
doetrine of the church.

soze of the best study groups have beea stirted by e~
pers of the congrepstion. A few szenbers may gatier the ros-
oets they havs secured into o hLicme. Tusy may nsk tie
pastor to lead the dlscussions, or one of the layzmen asy take
e:.in:t\.t-,:t:‘.‘1“e dmaller study groue with laymen ln cherge have

bean sdvoeated ns 6 more thorcugh sducationsl svanzelism,

m:.‘iweazey, op. git., Pe 210,

lypid., pre 201fe
121p14., pp. 200f.

et i i ne N i & ot LR A
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The #“atablished Coavert

The sccond concrete gosl of nduit evengellism 1o to es-
Lublish the convert as o feloihful sesaber of tle church, Tils
is oftea the most A1fficult tesk ia ~dult evangelian. It ia
aty the nte tize o of the oat importunt tagks of adult
cevansellisaa, for 1t L1s dlrvctly soucerned with the ultiznte
gool of evansellion, that of plasig tie adult uander the save-
ing lafluence of the GOs:el.

vanool lam without conservatisa 13 nct encugh. The
hlotory of protesctoanuisa in the pest feow yeurs has proved thls.
Ly Ls wativated tDov ot lenst forty Jor ceat of evongelistic
recrults are lost to the church. IThls reprovents the weukest
Ling L the strasegy of tic churech today. MNany coaversva thad

remais in the chureh remualpn only as *"dead timber.™ They have

no vitel interest ina the program of tle ::hv.u'tltz.'."3

The Luthacon Churohi-~iissouri Synod, desplite iLts Tlirm
edwaticnal renulrexsants for ¢hurch membership, has also ex-
parienced s tremendous loss of adulit coaverts. In a recsat
ysar, it wss ¢élscovered that 5,57< nombors moved without
benefit of iransfer. 5,409 were removed fra: ccagregativaal
rosters for vorious recswns, aoi including fesuths and truns-
fors. This wabulsition was nsde con the basis of 72 per cent

of the ctngregations. Adding Ghe remeluder in jJust

13 ; p igabliahl the O X 1=
Arthur Archiibpald, _:_gﬁ_s_r_qz, wa Yonvert (Philade
phla: The Judson PFreas, Ce )y DTe 13-18,
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proportion, vwe heve 2n gpwoximute 14,000 lost by a mysieri-
Ous procegs of evaporetlon., Durlng the same yeor 25,000 asouls
h ware galned. s courch lost sore then helf of what it
iued.l“

|

]

V A8 soon 23 tho convert nas Jjoined the church, iv 1s fmced
with the lask of coaservaticau. serhups a better word mlght be
. "¢eveloped,” for a Christisn muet grovw if pe is to remain as

oag of varist’s own. Yo emphasize the developmient of the coa-
vert wouid seom L0 be bthe Lest procedure in sugservatlon.ls
‘weazey apor s of this development:

"Souversion,” frox the latin ccavertecre, "toc rotste,”

is ot & leap, it 18 & turalng. It leuves o parson

i;qug’ahera he wos ag?o{e, §ut now gime@ ig B dlrrerié

eat direction. wizuge depouds on wihat najzpens next.

LI conusrvatlon is o stress the development of Lhe con-
verdy, then wani can the comvert expect of ile chureh? First
of all, heo van expect thet the cihupech wllil have feiti in his
sincerity. Church lesderc, sad ¢apecislly the older mexbers,
are slow to accept the convert s an equal, L2sders huve
been kaown to keep new members frox active partici ation in
Lie crpanizaticn of the church. oOSouls warmed by the fervency
of the spirit heve grown cold because of this attitude.

Leconaly, the convert cea expect an cdequsute education.

The educnti.n received ia preparstion for chiurch membersaip

i
1
:

- My @, nieninger, "Stop Those Leaks," Todsy, I (Movember,
1946}, Y.

lsarchibaid. Ofe Slley PPe 268P.

léSweaze.v. 2p. gis., . 17
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should be coatinued in the Bible ¢lass. This educztlion is to
develop Christiun faith end trein for Christian service.

Finally, the convert can expest an atmosphere of hearten-
ing good will. It iz suspescted th=t this is the problem area
that heg censed the majority of lossses to the church. 7The
early church provides an excellent cxample of the Christien
fellowshio that should exist in the congregation. The cold,

1

materialistic warld of today iz the antitheais. 7 Archinald
describes the worm fellowshlp of the church:

e mussc in ome panner impress uzon our coanverts that
in entering the Christian church they have Lecome part
of the sreatest fellowship on earth., Critics of the
church we have hed sand still h=ve in sbundance. But
ve are prepared to maintain sgains=t all comers that
nowhere iz there to ve found so large and so canstant
a8 readiness for sclf-saorifice, unlegging cdevotlioa, and
patient fidelity to duwby &3 iz the church of Christ.

For sheer moral ideslism, the membership of our churches
will match eny group of people. Here is & world-wlde
fellowship, made up of all races, all ages, all lan-
gucgzes, all cccupations, all claases. iicre Is the
largent and richest fellowship on earth, the wost 18
diversified, yet the most united, fellowshliy on earth.”
Fuellowing this general pualtern of what the convert can
expect from the church, this section of the paper will dis-
cuss the function of the pastor, Lhe members of the coagre-
petion, and the convert himself toward estazblishing the new
neaber permanently in uwhe church.
The pmstor should arrange 2 conference with the prospec-

tive member at the time of his acceptence into the church.

17arcnibsla, op. cit., »pe 35-40.

18, rohibald, op. git., Pe 71
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The proapective member will be more at euse if the meeting is
Hold in kis home, The purpose of thls =eeting is not sccial,
but o give spiritual guildance., In tYls meeting the pastor
should speek abut: (a) appropriste literature. The coavert
ahsald read liternture to atreagthen his feith., The pmztor is
in the bea$ siturtion to advise him; (b) the family eltar,
‘The pastor esn recommend devotionzl booklets and stress the
fyportance of fomily worship; (o) attending the adult Bible
eless., Lhe convert ia atill & child in his understendiag of
Soripture; (d) the imrortunce of becoming u meaber of the
church; (e} enlisting him ss 2 menber of the voter's asse.mbly.w
The pzator can further te of gresnt aid to the convert by
his sttlitude after the prospect hea becoxe 2 maember. 4 warm
reluticaship springs up between pustor and mezbers of the
study groupe. “he pustor caa keep thiz spirit alive by a

frieadly word after sSundey wmoraing services, or when he vise

|
|
1

its the hone. Hew members wi.l wermly sppreciate cn occasion-
al call duriag the yesr following thelr reception into the 1
ehureh. The first yesr iz the toughest for the convert. iHe

nes had to foms new hubits, make new friends, and chaage as-

tablished ways of thinking. Thelr loyaltly end service are

] tu be commended se high promise for the ruturc.zo

19,1 ¢er 0. Boss, "Resching, Wioning, and Keepilng,”
Totey, II (Novemver, 1547}, ©-Be

20 e1don Crosslamd, How £o Incresse Churcih Membershin &%g
Atitendsace (liew York: Abingdon-cokestury rreas, 1949), De .




82

There are othar things the peator can do for the coavert,
dependling n the individusl situ tiona. Often an lmpressive
chiuron sexvice followed by & congregntionsl dinner in the
evealng 1s @ good start towerd iategrating the new sesbers
into the fellowship of che conpregstion. Some pustors plan
@i inforsal petiwriog at toe parscusge toL scquaiat the new
enbers with the officera and aims of the societles of the
cLurches 4t 'mpz rlso proved valuable to plan a follow-uy pro=
grum o check on the new mexber's '5"'1305;1'835-21

Thougl the pusgtor is respousible above all others for
lntegretiay tie coavert Latev the grogram of S church, he 13
:ble to accomplisn ilitle or nothing without the buelp of his
meRLBrSe SoUrblipnln: Lhe new mewmbers in ths cuureh 1s as
mucs @ responeiviiity of tie cougregatiun as is ths progsram
of vislo tion evanpelion. In soze sotive cousregutims the
prosxyan of visltetion evangelism dwes not end wiien tiie con=
vert joins tie church. Cells ars mede on the new =member €O
mwoeke him fesl o part of the church. A conmittes of traiaed
laymon is -ble to tuke thieo responsibliity from the pustor.
Thiz is ssviasble Yor two ressws. Lie purely functicaal
resgon is thnt tite peator is often €30 Lusy to sake r.:ga.l.ér

ezlls on new soanbors. Aven more lamport2at is the necessity

210. A. hmech, "Advuncing in Zvengelien," idvance, II
(Degenber, iG55}, <l.
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to traln tie gembers of the congrugetion la taeir owa essen-
22
tial 4= sk. Grosalind purgests 2 method by whi ch congrega-
ticaul mesbers csll vn alil aaw nexbers:

ALl too often new smombers who hrve been besleged with

lnvitotions to joln the church flad themselves stronge=

iy aerlected or igucred--eicept by the finance commit-
tee~--after Lhey h:ve united with the church. Tae assign-
ment of escn gew mexber's or femiiy's naxne to taree
aelishbors, living within a2 short distsane, with the
recuecst thot thoy ocll soon, will result la r broad-
e¢ned mcqgualntonce end o growiang friendllnoss ss Che
sircle of Varlsilen fellowsnis wisteus.”

Tie ecirvelo of fellowshlp does aot alvays wideu ss gulcke-
iy ng It algld. Goo sombers of the congregation ars quite
heppy witih the frionds they slrendy know. For this ress:m
e convert is usuelly a very lonely inéividual, He hus made
a roedicel chanze in his way of living, end now he nceda-the
nelp of his follow members. The Chrlatianp wey of life 1s not
stinined e slly by a solitv:ry bellever, The liew Testament
mivays speaks of the oassembly of belisvera. Delievers grow
by velus in the body of Christ, where they czn edify and be
edified, as it. Paal explains in Epheslans 4:16. Thus the
cxivert who remelos ia isclation is in gruve danger. de s
at ouce to be brought into the fellowship of the chwureh,

25
uhich is to be one body of hellevers.

22y, A. Ziemer, "Plugging the loles Ia Hvangelism,™
iutheren sktapdard, CVI (Octouser, 1948), 7.

2301'0:-:11&@, ope clt., 2. 109,
24 ponibald, gp. cib., PP 60f.
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Anothor role Lhet individunl mesmbers c2an sluy 1a ostabe-

lisnlap che convert 1s to serve es sponsors. ©Sjponsors have
been ussd becnuse cveryooiy's business is noboiy?s busloess,
Thougii =11l the members of the caurci: sheuls be Lnterested in
tihe converts, vet 1t should e the Unsk of v few $0O see that
these new menbers are properly assimllated. Lponsors ars to:
(2] greet the asv aombey at church sad introduce hlm to
cuiors; (b) try to got the new memvber into orpenizatlions aand
aotivities; (e) rive na invitation to vizit st some apseific
tlme; (&) wotoh for sizas of fajilare and nttempt t.-p elpe The
g Jor job of the sponsor is ususlly finished ia the Tlirst
Liree Lo s8lx moaths. AG Gimes u ckairman of sponsors is
appolated or a mailiny system orpganized by whioch the spoasors
resort thelr ;-‘ra_r:resa.%
The beost way foy aow aombers of tie church to get ac-
nuainted iz through the socictles of tie church, iew members
ape noeturally hesitsnt to Joln any new groupe. The ideal way
to et thom interented 1s for a regular membsr of the group
b a0 with the npew member several times. 4s the new member
: bogomess scauainted here too fellowsiip quickly wideus to more
in the onursh ‘na::y.zé

Finalily, 1f the coavert 1s Lo be estoblisihed iu the

25.-l'~waamy, Doe git., Pye 234=3C.

2Crvid., pp. 230=33s




5

church e must be trulned ia certsin fundeamentals of ohurch
Ilving., corshkipn, both jublic end gprivate, i, cvenitrsl in the
new iife of the convert.,. It is in the worshlp service thut
the coavert willi grow ln falith, that he will edify snd be
edlfied, thaet he wlll recelve streagth frox God sud his
brotier, Yorshiz In the famlly circle is struonge to tho con-
vert.,. Tguelly s straagge is the private worshlp end prayer
lire of the convort., Vew poaptoras teke time W explein the
Loportance sud the blegsiops of rivate worshipe Cuae way to
help thie cavert to et sturted is to grovide hili. with devo-
tivnal meteriml, another to plan & series of laterviews with
the new mombors to 4l souss thelr davub;0ua1_11f6.27

jurtherzore, 1f bthe convert is to rewmsln acilvely later-
ested ln the progrem of Lhv chureh, he ousht to garticlpate
In its functicnu. Archliimlid proposes a department ia tae
churoi weleh would correspond to ¢a esployzment burcau, This
gonmitiee should be conposed of some of the =ostbt intelligeat
wemnbors of the churoh, who would be sonstently seeklag out
setivities in the churca &fad comenlty. Tlhea an opzortunity
for service is found, it is recorded ond put oa flle. This
ifst would be svallublo vhea & convert Joined the siurch, aad
a service corresondise Go hls Lotereot olght be fouand.
Ancording to this systewm, the profersnce of all uhe weabers

would be va £ile, cad corresyondinz jobs coul: be asslgned as

27 irchibald, op. slte, DPe L1-4G.
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Chey cunme up.'ﬁ

The goszition in tie church for which meay new coanverts
are best rusllifled La in visiumtion evanpeliasn, Coaverts
make exgellsat scul wianers becuause tLbey =re coacsrned. Con=-
carn, more than Lnowledpe, briars people fiavo the gchurch.
hia deep concern hes been channeled into the kitehen, the
malling copartmead, OF 80mMe other secondsry osctivity of the
cumraen, Througsh She eiperience thet the coavert receives ian
evancellss hie will gola an insight into the kingdom of God
vhet zmore hend knowledzge oculd never supply. Sharing faith
is the Lest wey of keepins 1t. The oonvert sotive in evan-
veliem asually raneians an gsctablicbeé ohurch menber.zg

In ciloslng, 1t 1s well ou sention that 1t often takes
tine for the new cuurch member to leara new heblts of living.
A woldfish tsten Cron & bowl and pleced in a pond will swia
in & ¢ircle no bigger thaes the bowl he wis in. Oimilarly,
those broumiit intoc the church waxge @ lot of tlme aund eGuoca-
tivn to change old hebits. The sease of joy ia warship and
stewardsily, plus 2a abldiing atischneat to the chuwroed will

)
result ce the convert grows in faith and lave.3

281u1d., pe 75

zg:tbld.. e €9=91.
30»3“&2??. EE' etﬁog FPre 2117,
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