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1952, this work was under the direction of a clergyman
attached to the Cathedral and included several staff mem-
bers. During these years it endeavored to maintain religious
services at the above named institutions as well as at the
State Hospital, Koch Hospital, and the juvenile correctional
institutions. In 1952, a serious study of the work was
undertaken and it was decided to reduce the scope of their
work to en aree in which somsthing concrete could be done.
With the cooperation of the Metropolitan Church Federation,
they determined to provide the Protestant chaplains for the
various juvenile courts of the city and county and the cor-
rective institutions connected with hhem.ll2

Besides their work in institutions, the Episcopal
Church has long been active in settlement mission work. Al-
ready in 1871, & mission for negroes was founded at Garrison
and Locust. Today this church is one of the largest in this
diocese and carries on some elements of inter-racial work in
its ma1;3!1‘boz-l-mc:c1.1’3

Probably the most exemplary of its settlement missions
is the Grace Hill House located on Marion Place in North St.
louis. Grace Church was founded in 1844 as a parish for

llaCharlas F. Rehkopf, Archdeacon and Historiographer of
the Missouri Diocese of the Episcopal Church, "Letter to
John Ellvanger," dated February 27, 1956, in possession of
John Ellwanger.

‘| 3:91-—‘
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North St. Louis and existed as such until its merger in
1910 with Holy Cross Church, which had been founded in
1903 to minister to a depressed nelghborhood. This combined
operation was at filrst called Grace-Holy Cross House, but
nov is called Grace Hill House. It receives support from
the Community Chest for its Group Work Program, Clinic, and
Dey Nursery. It is staffed by the Diocese and partially
supported by the congregation.u"

Another settlement mission operated by the Episcopal
Church is the St. Stephan's House at Sixth and Rutger.ll5
Christ Church Cathedral, at Thirteenth and Yocust Streets,
elso ministers to its neighborhnood and its facilities are
used by the community in a great many ways, "too numerous
to describe. ™6

The Evangelical and Reformed Church -made sporadic
attempts in institutional mission work as early as 18806,

vhen students from Eden Theological Seminary conducted ser-

vices at the City Infirmery and made regular visits at the

City Hospital. However, it was not until Feb. 17, 1926,
that the Rev. Mr. J. W. Varwig vas engaged as the first
full-time city missionary of the Evangelical and Reformed
Church in St. louis. He established the work of his church
in the institutions of the city and became the officlal

W bsa,

451014,
46
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"Protestant Chaplain for the city institutions and the
County Hospital.”7 Varuig visited the City Hospital, the
Infirmaery, the Isolation Hospital, Koch Hospital, the State
Hospital, the County Hospital, end the HMarine and Veteran's
Hospitals. He also visited somvhat less frequently the
House of Correction, the Jail, and the Bellefontaine Farms.
Upon the death of Verwig, December 18, 1937, the work was
carrled on by the Rev. Mr. Harold P. Schultz and the Rev.
Raymond ¥, F:t-amcenfelt:l."’9 In 1946, in conjunction with the
Metropolitan Church Federation, the Evangelical and Reformed
Church secured the services of the Rev. George P. Dominick
of the Congregational-Christian fellowship, & clinically-
trained men, and placed him in the City Hospital as Protes-
tant Chaplain., This was done because it was felt that an
intensive rather than an extensive program of institutional
missions should be undertaken and that this program belonged
in the province of cooperative Protestantism rather than in
any one denominationel group. The Evangellcal and Reformed
Church was influential in prompting the Metropolitan Church

Federation to organize a Commission on Religion and Health

y
7I-Iar01d P. Schultz, Ministering to the Sick (St. Iouls:
n.p., n.d.), p. 5.

qaﬂarold P. Schultz, "Fifteen Years of Service," (St.
Louis: mimeographed, 1941), p. 3.

ugschultz, Ministering to the Sick, p. 5.




22
to supervise the execution of this program.5°
The Evangelical and Reformed Church has 21so operated
8ince 1913 a social settlement mission in the heart of the
city, celled the Ceroline Mission.-t

Early History of City Missions in the Lutheran Church--
Missouri Synod

The work begun by F. W. Herzberger in St. Iouis on
2
June 5, 1899,5 is usually considered to be the first full-
time city mission work carried on in the Missouri Synod.

In the Stetistical) Yearbook of 1900, the Stadtmission in

St. Iouils reports four stations and 160 souls, ard no other

city missions ere 115ted.53 The Chicage City Mission wes
orgenized ln 1896 and celled its first missionary sbout
1900. At this time Buffelo and Milwaukee also began city
mission work,5u so that in August of 1901 it was found
worthvhile for missionaries Herzberger of St. Iouis, August

5C%pominick and Schultz, op. cit., p. 1l.
51Schu1tz, Ministering to the Sick, p. 12.

52p. W. Herzberger, Tventy-Five Rich Harvest s: A
Brief Storv of the St. louis Luthgran Hisgion St.

Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 192 P. Te

533, Michael, "Accounting and Statistics in Lutheran

Welfare Work,"” Proceedings of the 39th &nnual gon!ention,
ﬁgsoc;ated Lutheran Charities, October 1-I, 1940. St, Louis,
es D

5".7 H. Witte, "Historical Sketch of the Assocjated
Lutheran Charities within {he Sgnodical goqgef:nce,i Eg%:
ceedings of the 25th Annua onference of the Assoclate
Lutheran Charities, October 12-1}, 1926. St. Louis, p. 17.
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Schlechte of Chicago, and F. Ruhland of Buffalo to meet to
discuss common problems in their city mission work. This
vas the boginning of the Associstéd Luthersn Charities,>>
Cther cities began city mission work soon afterward, and
in 1956, there were T4 cities in the United Stetes and

Canada listing the names of full-time city missionaries in

the ILutheran Annua1.56

S5fpid., p. 18.

550. A. Dorn, editor, The Lutheran Annuel 5 (st.
ILouis: Concordia Publishing House, 1955), p. 20%.




CHAPTER IIX
THE FOUNDING OF LUTHERAN CITY MISSIONS IN ST. ILOUIS
History of Events Leading up to Calling of First Missionary

The founder of Lutheran charities in St. Louis and
also in the Missouri Synod was Johann Friedrich Buenger.1
Although the institutions which he founded are not the sub-
Ject of this thesis, nevertheless the work of Buenger wvas
the first clear step toward the founding of Lutheran City
Missions in St. Louis, Therefore we shall consider briefly
the life and vork of Johann Friedrich Buenger as the first
forerunner of city missions in St. Louis.

Buenger, born Jenuary 2, 1810, in Saxony, Germany,2
imnigrated with the Saxons to St. Iouis in 1838.3 He was
called to 01ld Trinity Congregation in St. Louis as a teacher
in 1340.4 In 1847, he was celled as the first pastor of
Immsnuel Lutheren Church in St. Louis.s From 1863 to 1875

he served az the third President of the Western District of

1I{enneth R. Molnar, "Johaqn Friedrich Buenger, the
Founder of Lutheran Charities. Unpublished Bachelor's
Thesis, Concordia Seminary, St. louis, 1955, p. 5.

ELQLQ,, p. 18.
BIQLQ,, p. 24,
1pig., p. 37.
SIbid., p. 43.
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the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod.6

His significance for us, hovever, lies in his great
life-long love for charities and m:l.ssions.7 In 1877 he
urged Synod, st the Fort Wayne Convention, to take up
Negro mission vwork, and was elected chairman of the com-
mittee to begin Hegro missions.8 When he found a certain
Pastor Carl Vogel, a retired missionary to China, he per-
suaded him to work among the Chinese in St. Iouis.g

In Dscember 1858, Buenger founded the Lutheran Hospital

Asscociation and was elected its first dhairman.lo In 1867,

he founded the Lutheran Orphans' Home in Des Peres, Missouri}l

Both of these institutions vwere the first of their kind in
the Missouri Synod, and they were the first forerunners of
TLutheran city mission work in St. Louils.

The first concrete step toward the formation of a city
mission soclety in St. Louls was taken by the Lutheran
pastors of the city in their conferences sbout the year 1898.
In their daily pastoral work they had sometimes been called
to minister to the sick and the dying at the City Hospital,

6Ibid., p. 45.

Tpid., p. 48.
SIQLQ‘, p. 49.
Orpid,

19714d., p. 59.
M1pia., p. 70.
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the Poor House, and the Inseane Asylum.12 Writes Pastor
Herzberger:
Thus they gained an insight into the heartrending
spiritusl misery obtaining among the poor and sick
inmetes of our city ingtitutions. It was especially
the venerable pastor . PJ Wangerin who called the
attention of his brethren to the need of these poor
souls,. Mindful of our Savior's command to preach
the CGospel to all creatures and filled with deep pity
for these poor sufferers, our Lutheran pastors in
their conference meetings discussed the necesslty of
calling & special missionary for worit in our municipal
institutions and then bro t the matter before their
respective congregations.
Upon hearing the plea of their pastors, most of the
St. Louis congrepations heartily endorsed the new cause of
City Missions. TFEach congregetion elected one or more dele-
gates, who, with their pastors, constituted the board which
vould carry out the plan for this contemplated work. This
board included the following men: The Rev. C. F. Obermeyer,
President; the Rev., F. Klug, Secretary; Mr. H. F. Bente,
Tpeasurer; Pastors O. Hanser, J. Koestering, M. Martens, J.
Bernthal, C. L. Janzow, C. C. E. Brandt, C. C. Schmidt, F.

S, Buenger, H. Bartels, R. Kretschmar, G. P. Wangerin, Pro-

12The Poor House is now called the Infirmery, and the
Insane Asylum wes later called the City Sanitarium, and
still more recently its name has been changed to the St.
Louis State Hospital. Throughout the remainder of this
thesis these nemes will be used interchangeably, with an
effort to use the name by vhich the institution was known
at the time referred to in the text.

g, w. Herzberger, Twenty-Five Rich Harvest S:

t
A Brief Story of the St. Louis Luther City E;ssion St.
louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1924), p. O.
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fessor M. Sommer, end Mr. A. G. Brauer.ln
This board, in December 1895, sent a call to Pastor
F, W. Herzberger, who was then serving a congregation in
Hammond, Indiana. His congregation, at first, would not
let their beloved pastor go. In Jesunuary 1899; howvever,
the Rev, C. F. Obermeyer, president of the newly formed
clty mission beard in St. Louls, journeyed to Hammond and
succeeded in persuading the congregation to grant their
rastor a peacelul dismiasal.15
Pastor Herzberger preached his farevell sermon in
Hammond on Juue 4, 1899, and arrived in St. Iouis the fol-
lowing day.la He begen his work immediately with a trip
to the Temporery City Hospital on Seventeenth and Pine
Streets.17 On the evening of June 18, 1899, Herzberger was
installed in his office as City Missionery of St. Louis.
Dr. L. Fuerbringer, describing this installation in the
Lutheraner of June 27, 1899, wrote:

An entirely new missionary movement has begun in our
midst, Hitherto our Missouri Synod churches have been

Uinsa,

151b14., p. 7.

16Henry Holls, "Pifty Favored Yearfj: Fiftieth Anniver-
sary Lutheran City Mission Association.  Unpublished manu-
seript in Eossession of St. Louls Lutheran City Mission
o

0ffice, 1949, p. 5. :

17Herzberger. Twenty-Five Rich Harvest Years, p. 7.




