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ckhurch until the city had completed her work. The eongrega-
tion decided %o sell the old church and relccate. Several
men vere cprosed to this. They did not want to sell the
81d church 2nd have sorvices in a Presbyterisn church in
the afternoon ss they formerly hade This group would not
B0 elong with the majority, therefore they seperated them-
selves fyom Ghe c:n;regatinn.as Daspite all pleas and
admonitions thls group of about ten members held faat to
thely eoavietions, Though this split was bad, the majority
declded %o oontinue with the criginal decision. 4 plot of
ground was bought on Ceary Street. This wvas in the heart
O the busineas ssetion of San Francisco. <n Ock. 31, 1863
the cornerstone wuns 1m1ﬂ.27

They now went under the name of St. Marikus Church,
although 4% corpernte nome seems to haeve bsen "Germsn
Evangelical Iuchoran church."ee This was to distingaish
themseolves from the dopsrted brethren who had retained the
original name of "First German Evangelicsl ILucheran Church." 22
The departed group scon accepted as thelr pastor a man by

the name of Hansan.3°

26
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At Clrat only the basement

covered with a temporary roof,.

of the ehurch was bullt and

Later whon mcre funds would

be available, they would complete the structure. On Dec. 30,

186G, the churech was dedicsted.

house of wernhip was 330,000.31

31])au’ _0_13‘- 2:-1:;:‘.9 De 351,

The total cocet of this new
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GHAPTER IV
ATTEMETS AD AN IMPOSHISLE UNION
Freatuinkers and .ure Doctrine

For three years Zushler held services and Sunday School
in the baserment of this uncompleted church on Geary Street.
fhe Lord continued tc add members and everyshinz seemed %o
be goling weil., But the more tho congregatlon grew sutwardly
the more it showed that tho members were not of the same
heart and scul. The devil had a new plan to destroy the
wondertul worlk ol the Lorﬂ.l
"The Firat Gvangelical Lutheran Church® resulted from
| the small group which left in 1863« This group wss under the
| leadership of a rationalistlo pastor called iansen. They
now sought for o reunion of the two churcheses <The plan
was %o bulld one large German ccngregation, in which both

3uehler's uewmbers and Hansen's members gould join into one.

'

‘Both factions, the strong Lutheran and the free raticnalist,
esuld wership togethar.a Une of the meumbera stated:

On one Junday Fastor Buehler could gsnduct such an
orthcdox sermon, thzt the beems would erack, and con the
following Sunday Pastor Hansen could preach in his
sweet and mellcw way. Each person then could go and

16, Ae Bernthal, Hurzzefasste Geschichte der evangglisoh—
lutherischen St. Paulusgeweinde zu Jan Francisco, Callfornia,
Pe e 1

2Ibid-
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listen Lo the one or the othor paston, 23 he deslreﬂ.3
In 1865, an article arpeared in Der Lutheraner concern-

ing the "Albrechtsleute" (Yethodists) in California. All |

their attempts at gotiing monsy from the East tc continue
work on the Jemt Coast had been in valn. If thaey didn's
bulld a church susn, they would have to leave the f£ielad,

They set up a rslan by which they houped o 8211 1100 shares

8t 35400 each, and thus gather voney for the new buillding.
Zach pastor of the church was an agentes The smgent selling

the mosi shares would receive a gold “Dagchenuhr."* This

nay have been on2 of the reasons why the lansen faction was

8C anxious 4o unite with Buehler's group. They needed a

chureh, bub they eouldn't £ind the funds.
At the susgésticn of uniting the two congregations 1nto

one "Gewelinaschalt,” “uohler remaried that it was impossible

for him to hove pulpilt fellowship with a prescher who was

not agreed with hinm in teaching and practice. He was i
villing to have a discussion cn this mattqr.s Since many

of his members had been taken in and werse prejudiced in
favor of the plan, it was necessary to enter such a discuas-

ion.s

3 5 : o

Jde He Theisa and J. W. Theiss, lebenslauf und Charakte
bild aa; gselipgen Prises J. M. Buehlsr (Oatland, Kals: Druck
und verlag des "Lubtherischen Lotschaiters," 1902), pps 32,33.

Aber Lutheraner, XXII (Nove 1, 1865), 37-

5Theisa. ope elt., De 33.

séernthalg ODe oito. Pe 224
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The CGreat Debate

Conmitteos from both congregaticns were chcsen and a
Joint meetingz was hold to discuss the matter at hend. Fop
this meeting Suehier produced the following seript as an
~irlanation of his congregation's position:

In regard to an ivvitatiorn to share in a free gathering
of twelve renbers of the Ltwo Cerman Lutheran congrega-
tions of this clty to deliberate cver the guestion:
Whether a union of the two groups is possible. e as
representatives of St. Marikzus Church bresent the follow-
ing ss our views on the matier under consideration.

Wie express ocur joy to all over the suzzestiocm of such

a2 welrhiy quostion. Doth congregations ccnsider them-
felves as representing the Zvang. Luthe Churche. Are we
in eonfession, in aim, and practice.one, then both
congrogetions rmust strive toc glve expression to this
inner unlty through outward expressiocn. To us this
deslre 1g a holy one because the Soriptures expressly
commaud: Is 1t possible as within you lles, tc be at
Peace wlth all wmen? Ve believe, acccrding toc the
Lvongelical Iutheran Confessions, the following psints:

1. Beth congregations accept the Evangelical Lutheran
falith as it is expressed in the Confessiona of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, and as we have proclaimed
it during the past five years. e find it necessary o
demand this, because of the wide-spread rumor that tho
sresent pastor of the Firat Evangelical Lutheran Church
(lev. Eansen) is not true to the Lutheran Confessions,
but doos homage to free principles.

2 Hevoecation of the surmmons of the First Evangelical
Lutheran Church, because free princivles were practiced
by her in opposition to true Christlan bellef. We must
demand this alsc.

S. Elinination of the Reformed Songbook of the First
Svangellcal Lutheran Church, since the use of the same
1s in confliet with the Lvangelical Lutheren Confessions.

4es One view on the use of the church by the pastors,
and acecordingly, both pastors should use the same agenda,
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5. Participation of this congregation in the pastoral

district meetings, so that the members of the congrega-

bion are united with the pestora of the distrlct in

whleh they live. Adherence %o this point is nscessary

0 guard agalinst possible misunderstanding and confus=

ion in the congregation as well as awcong the pastors.
When it came to a docision on these points, the two congroega-
tlons could nct arrce. Since a union was impossible the
neetinps were ﬁiscsntinued.a

Not only in this seetion of the ccuntry were there
disturbances cver the union question. For a number of
years attocks hod been directed against lssourli Synod
because of her congervotism. In 184¢ a nissionsry spoke of
ter “exelusiveness and unpardcnable onesidedness, which in
meny lnstonces is the cause why they snd thsir church are
ovll spoken of and thelir usefulness is matefially hindared."g
Ihe Lubtheran Observer of 1864 called it "bigotry” and sald:
"They err in declining tc enter into an intimale eccleslast-
ieal communicn with the American Lutheran Church and its
General Synod." The General Synod declared:

Cur prineiples nct merely allow, buit actually demand,

fraternal relations with all Evangelical Christians.

The Higscurl Synod protested in the words of Luther:

A man who &knows that hils doctrine, falth, and confess-

ion is true, correct, and certalnm cannct stand together
with those who teach Talse doctrine or who side with

translation of the Germane.
8

7§ernthal. Ope Glte, DDe 22-25. This i1s the author's

Thelss, Ope @ites De 350

9. .
We He Te Dau, editor, Ebenezer (3t. Louls, lo,:
Concordla delishiﬁs House, I§E§,,'p._;10.

—
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8uch « « « « I am shooized to hear that in cne church,
at one altar, boeth partles should take and receive the
Sacrament, ons party believing that they are receiving
mere bread and wine, and &88 other, that 1t 1s the true
body and Wlcod of Chriss,.

Erauth says that:
True unity is cneness in Talith. A&And in order ts win
ther back 45 the cno faith, there had to be a body
which clearly taught this one falth, which in doctrine
and practice stood squarely on the Confessions, and by
refusing 4o stond with erroriatas, refused to counten-
ance the error. lor could ltisssurl have preserved the
Talth 17 she had united with such as persisted in error
or sufiered them %o unite with her. Falth cannot duell

in erropr.—
Buehler PForeed to Leave his Church

Lverything seemod 4o be settled after this debate.

The congregation accepted Buehler's explanations, and the
oure doctrine was wictorisuse. They were unow financialiy
able tc complate the eresction of the church. The congreza-~
tion presented Rev. Buehler with a purse of a 31000 and an
elght month vacation. Confident that all was 1n order,
Buehler preached his farewell sermon on I Thess. 2:13, "The
joysus ecnfidence with which I leave you."*2 During his
absence a young pestor from the St. Iouls Seminary, Fastor

Fe Tbert, suprlied the pulplt of St. Markus Church,l3

101p1d., pe 113.
111514., p. 120.

12?&9153, ODe gltey Pes 350

135, w. J. lange, A Half-Century of Lutheran Church Worik

on the Pacifle Coast under nistrict Organizasion
(OakIand: Californla Ooncordia Gollege, s Ds 12




28

Buehler h2d been decelved. The oongzregation, or rather
the raticnelistic olement, had sent -him on an eight month
leave because they nceded his absonce %c make scme declsions
against hip,t%

Ruring Pevs Suehlor's absence cnomics vere actively
pPlotting ways to 1imwit the pastor's powers or else to rid
themselves of "this orthodox" mene. When rastor Buehler
returned in bDecenber of 1866 he experienced a ceoscl reception.
On Christmas Dey members of the congregzation approached him
with the demand that he discentinue his uncompromising
loyalty to the Seriptures and make certain concesslons .12

The chuprch had now been completed and was dedicated
by Pastor Buehler. He says, the dedication took place
“with sad misgivings on my part end amidst unrest in the

,
eongregation, "o

The dedicatiocn t:zok place on the last
Sunday of the 0ld yoar. He wrote to Der Lutheraner, "It
may not lecolk toc churchly, but over the front is a shield,

'3t. Markus-Tirche der evangelisch~lutherisch Gemeinde.'

This can be easlly seen." 17
The demand thet Fastor Buehler follow a more libsral

pclley became more insistent. A group of men seoretly drew

zernthal, op. cit., p- 26,

1513nse, Op. cit., pP. 12.

163ernthal, ope git., pe 26,

17Der Lutheraner, X1III (April 15, 1867), 127.
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up a docunent in which thoy atated thelr demands. After a
number of the members had signed 1t, this writing was laid
bqfsre castor Suehlors. Thoy asked that he alas sign his
nane to itcc

They demanded that the pastor hemceforth should be
liberal in his office (geinem Amt). He shculd not be too
eonecerned with the leading and ruling part of the congrega-
tion; he should not even be an adviscry member. He should
brezch CGod's Word, but not too sharply, and administer the
dacraments. Buehler was %0 preasch that he who believes and
is baptized shall be saved, but he should not preach that he
whe dces not helieve shaell be ﬂamned.lg

Rove Suchler expleined to hls congrezation that 1t would
be against his consclence to sign this dccument. He refuted
each demond with God's Word. As a pastor he was a member of
the congregpation. Ko was entitled and bound to take part
in the affairs of the congregation. His place was to watch
over the churech that everything would be done honestly and
orierly. The gsongregation could nct tell him what to
rreachs The Word of God eslone oculd dictate this. It was
his sacred duty to proeclaim both the Law and the Gospel.
iany of the members now retracted th2lr signatureas from

20
thls doocument, They had misunderstood the entire matter.

18331‘“1’-‘.‘.\31. ODe .Gitog De 26.
19Theias, ops elt., De 36.
2071114,

E.,-
,..
[
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Buehler wrcte 4o Der lutheraneonrt

We had barely celebrated the dedication when the

quarrel broke cut, It was concernmed with nothing else

than: vhether God's Word should be the rule and sulde
of falth and conduct, cr whether the froe tendencles

(freien Tendenzen) should not be considered among us.

The quarvelscro guestion wos not as simple as that.

Thet was actually the last thought of the whole battle.

The cpposition wanted to hold firmly to the Iutheran

religlonqaccarﬂing Lo thiir Scrlpt;ral 1nterprgtg§1an

worin sic peboren und wie ale darin erzcgen sind).

The ouhers would not acknouledpe any cLher teachings

than those which are acknowledged 151the Small Catech-

ism and in the Aupgeburg Confesalon.

Shortly after the storm had subsided, a lodge member
died. When mehler refused to bury him, the batitle started
again, The people demended that henceforth Buehler refuse
burlal tc noc cne wvhetheor he belonged to the lodge or note.

He uas %o eonduct his service together with the burial rite
ef the 10&59.22

Buehler tried to show the people that if he practiced
with the 1odze he would have to deny the pure Goapel of
Christs Of Jesus, the Savicy from sin, the lodge religion
tnew nothing and didn't want to mow anythinz. The religicn
of the lcdpe wes a religlon of natural man or beitter yet, of
the flesh, which wants to stand before God in its own
rightesusness.2? fhen 3uehler could not bring the members to

a withdrawal of these demands, he resigned from hls of f1ce.24

2lper Lutheraner, XXVI (¥arch 1, 1870), 99.
228ernthal, op. oltes Do 26s '
251helas, ope. oit., p. 38

24per Luthoramer, XXVI (March 1, 1870), 99.
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Do jectedly Buehler came home that evening. - It was ]
during Holy iesk, 18G7. Lo sank intc his chailr with the .
wordas: “io Jetzt ist es vorbei; ich bin meiner Gemeinde
1og 4125 Soven years he had lebored cun this coast. He had
recently dedicated a mnew church in San Francisec. Outwardly
it was a beautiful church bubt inwardly disorder, yes, hatred
and ennity agalnst God's iord. llany years later in his
annlversary germon he stated: "“Thet was a step which was so

hard for me that I had rather died."26
The Icdge Gueation

Bernthal states in his Kupzgefasste Geschichte. «
that becsuse of Buehler's great following he dared nct see
everything at firat.27 Buehler's son-in-law also states
that Rev. Buehler was maligned in Synod because of his
lodge practice.2¢ The urliter was unable to f£ind any further
:data on this matter, except that the lodge difficultles
were with Duehler during his entire ministry. In 1887
Buehler states that his members were still in the gquarrel- '

ing churche The quarrel againat the lodges was still

253ernthal, Ops Gite, Pe 22

261helsa, ope gltes Ds 3T

27Bernt.hal. ops cit.y Do 16,

2BA. Re Suelflow, "Notes on Rev. Je e Buehler of

Califormia," Concordla Histcrical Institute Suarterly,
XX (Jan...1953,, IgIo
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Boing on both within and without the ohurch.ag
Slnce the Lutherana in California to a large extent
held membership in the lodge, Rev. Buehler wrote Dr. Walther
for advice. The Rev. Il. Henry Tietjen, emoritus, a scn-in-
law of Fastor Buehler plves us this information:
Walther advised him to ignore the lodze for the
present and Lo saturate the people with the Goapel as
8 spcnge i1s saturated with waters then they would
leave the lodge, but no sooner. infortunately, I do
not know where this letter 13, but after Buehler had
inatalled me in Crockett and after the peception, he
sald: "let's take a walk," and placing his hand on ny
shoulder he said: "Henry, I see what you are up against,
narely, the same problem that confronted me, and I give
you the same advice that Walther gsve ne," and he
repeated the advice quoted abocve.
Two weeks before Buehler dled, the last member told
hin that he wes quitting the lodge. He was P. Spreckels,
a relative of the millicnaire sugar-king, Claus Spreckels,
After lir, Sprechkels had told Rev. Buehler of his decision,
Buehler hreathed: "Endlich, nach einundvierzig Jahren, ist

meine Gemeinde frei von Logengliedern."ox

agﬁernthal, ODe Cltes Do 38.

3O5ueifiow, ope cite, P 191. A letter by Dr. Walther
giving similar advgba 1s in the possession of the Concordia
Historical Institute. It was addressed to the Reve G.

Kuechle, pastor at Cocluzhus, Indiana, and dated Oct. 156, 1864.

31I‘biﬂ.




CEAFTER V
GROVTH WITHCUD UNICN
Return of the Felthful

The evening of Rev. Buehler's reaignation, seversl
membars came e him confessing that they had misunderstood
the mischlef cof the other members. They didn't want to
have any more %o do with such a congregations Pastor

Buehler should o

e

rform his dutles of office among them as
he formerly had done. The faithfulness of these few gave
Baohler fresh courages On the following Sunday, Holy Easter,
in. 2 rented hall on Busch Street, Fastor Buchler made
anothor new beglnnin@.l

At this firat sexvice, a sizable group of people
sverjoyed Fastor Buehlers The remment which returned was
large encugh that already on iay 17 of that year Buehler
oould organize a new aongregations

The constitution agaln contalned the customary
uncompromising cconfession of the Wecrd .of {Jod and adherence
to the Lutheran Symbolical Bookss They tried to close as
nany gaps as possible that the former night not happen againg

1G. Ae Barnthnl. Kurzrefasste Geschichte der evangellisech-
1utherischen 3te E uTusEemeIEE au Ean ﬂranc!sco, Ca IiﬁornIa.
Pe

2
Ae Re Suelflow,; The HeEEt of Missouri (5t. louls:

Concordia Publishing House,




