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CHAFTER I
IRTRODICIION

Another parable put He forth unto them, saying: The
Iingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed,
which a man toolk, and sowed in his f£ield; which indeed
ig the least of all seeds, but when it is growm, it is
the greatest among herbs, and becsmeth a tree, so that
the birﬂ& ¢f the aiy come and lodze in the branches
therect,

"Floneer of the iutheran Church om the Pacific Coastl"
This phrese has often been used %o honor the late Reve Jalob
Buehler. How moany people realize what it meant to be a
bloneer of the Tutheran Church during the latter half of the
nineteenth cenbury on the facifie slope?

IT someone wore to tell you that the Tirst missionary
to the West Ccast for the Missscurl Synod was never ordained
into the holy ministry, and that his commissioning is a
debateble question, yet this same wan, for many years, placed
his hand on most of the men on thie coast, ordaining them
%o the work of the minlstry, you would begin to cuestlon the
cause for this irregularity.

This same misslonory lost part of his membershlp only
three years after his arrival on thls eocast. 3Ieven years
after his arpival he lost his entire congregation and a
newly dedicated church because he would not ablde by the

wlshes of the ecngregation.

lyatt, 13121, 23.
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During his entipe ministyy llove Buehler was confronted
ith the "isdge-problem." Aftor forty years on the uest
Goast he still had lodge membors in his church.

-

Two years amo lir. Theodore loeller called the author's
attentlion tc acme of Shese incidents in Reve. Buehler's.life.
Hr, loeller hed come upon him while doing research for his
Bacheloy of DLvinity thesis on "The Development of Lutheoran-
ism in the Panific Torthuest « o o o

The infornation available to the wuriter was 1limited.

4

Iost of it had to be token from socondary 8ourcos, HOV.e Ge

Ee Kirchmer, emeritus, informed the writer:

We have absclutely ne letters of Suehler here, as all
the rocords which Duehler had were removed from the
kouse by a son-in-law whe lived with the Buchler's at
the time of his death; and we happen o know that much
of that moterial was stored in the basement of an old
beolz store which his son-in-law had for many yearss

and when he gave up the business the cld books and
bapers were craoted out and destroyed, without knov-
ledge of our church mombers., Rhis accsunis for the
loss of a1l peraonal nateriales

" .

The 0ld issues of the “Botsohafier," which Rev. Bushler
edited for 2 number of years, are the only reliasble source
of information regarding events prior to 190G Thils paper
is 2 vesult of working with the "Lutheraner," “Synocdal
Bericht," amniversary bocks, letters, a bicgraphy of Reve Je

IZe Buehler, and articles uritten by Reve. Je. I, Buehlere

2 ¥
ROT. Ge Fe Eirchnor, cmeritus, Letter to &ldon R.
Stohs, Febe 9, 19556 ¥ seecdntend
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To write a complete hiatory of Rove Suchler's forty-one
years in the miniatry would be an arduous task. This paper
emphasizes the Lirst ten yeors of hils minlatry on the West
Coasts Rev. Buohler had most of his dlfficulties during
thense early yeoars., 7o geb an insight into Reve. Buehler's
theology, the writer will review several of the dootrinal
essays whilch Buohler delivered at the California-Oregon
District conventiocns from 1887 to 1901.

The purpose of this paper is not so much to sketch a
history, as to sce whether the difficultles Reve Buehlop

encounterad wore o resuld of his liberalism or conservatisn,




CHAEZTER 1II
THE BITUATION IN TH® SYNOD AND THE SENDING OF THE MAN
Situation in Synod

"Goldl"-~this news ssunded forith throuschout the states
in the middle of the last century, and the rush for the West
Coast was on. In thot preat stream of people desliring to gob
rich quickly were a faw Germen Lutherans from the EZast and
Hiddle Yest, and alsc from Germany. Inexhaustible gold fields
lured many pecple o California. Where formerly there was
barren desert, in which only ccome Indian tribes and a few
Hexicens were Tound, fisurishing and populous cities arose.

A hundred thousend peeple moved to California in 1849.1

Synod should have been awere of the responsibility of
the church, in particulap among people whose hearts were
set on the material things of life. She should have been
busying herself with the sending of sirong men. lMen were
needed whe weuld preach the uWord of God with power in all
its pristine purity. The hearts of so many people deaired
to find the pot of gold. There would be the urgent need o
turn such hearts to the higher, nobler, securs things of
life. Guch hearts needed to be reminded that they were

bought with a price, nct with gold or silver, but with the

1 -
August R. Suelflow, The Heart of iisacuri (St. Louls:
Concordla ublishing House, S54)s De 55
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precious bHLood of Jeous,

Cortalnly, we dare not say that Synod was not aware of
the posaibilisles and the need of sendingz missicnaries along
with these £old sceiera. As early as 1852, at the convention
of Synod in Fie Woyne Ovr. Weliher announced bthat he had
eorreapendence from Cermany. Two mon were willing 490 come
%0 Ste Louls and place themselves =t the dispossl of 3ynod
to woriz on the Weat Goast. HNothing more wes ever heard of
this plan,.?

some nen in Syncd were greatly concerned eshout sending
missionaries to California. The absorbing domends of her
owm territory in the Kiddle West and East kept Synod from
giving ald to Lhoae immigrants.3 It had again come time for
Synodical and DHistriot Uonvontions. Reve He Fick, in 1856,
publlished a 1list of propositions in Lor iutheraner. Each
church should congider these prorositions before convention
tinme, The folliowing are the propositions:

ls Ve bezin a mission tc the foresaken German Lutherans

in California. We eatablish the church of the pure Word

and "Zekenntnisachrifiten.”

2, If 21T the aistricts approve it then we sholl send
twe men %o California as scon as possible,

21bi4,
33, e Je Len ? . Church W
; . go, A }hll.-cent.xix of Lutheran Church o
on the %aoifié Goast'under District Orsanization
{GakIand: Galaifornia Goncordia Gollege, s D 12%

Y3 - =
*We lie T Dau, editor, Ebonzer (3%, Louis, Hoe:
Concordia Publishing louse, 1922)s De 350
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Js Nominete a committee at the next Synod which shall
look intc and further this matter.

4. All congrematicns shell accept responaiblliity in
this matter,

5s Through Der Lutherauner we inform the pecple cf the
situation ol the church that we might enliven and
avaken a concern for thils woric,

Ge All oongregations of Synod should take this cppore
bunity o declde on this matier in their reetiugz.

Alrveady et this time there were Lutherans in California
whs read the Lutherancpr. In 1859, after waliting three years
for an answer to this artiecle, a lady in Galifornila wrote e
letter tc Synod's officials inguiring further concerning
mlssionarles to this coast. It was toward the énﬂ of the
year that Zrof. Ce Fe We Walther recelved this letter which
presented the following plea:

I cannct refrain from addressing a fow lines to you
after I have been in California now for four years and
have made obgervations in a number of places. But I
miat let you know that things look bad among the Christ-
lans and in perticular emong the Lutherans. By these
the pood ©ld Lutheran doctrine is being totally for-
zotten because there Ls no orthodox church here. There
are many Inglish churches here, but whethor there ls an
erivhodox church amcng them I do not know. The number

. of German churches is five, one in Sacramento, ore in
Stogkton, and two in San Francisco, These four are
liethodist churches, but they do not have many members,
about 15 to 20 here, elsewhere still fewer; bul many
people have thelr chlldren baptized there and send them
to thelr Sunday <School, sinece they can have nothing
betters Recently a man by the name of Rahm from the
Unlted Churech came from fhiladelphia to Jan Francisos.
The pecple now think they have something better,
Seventy-five pecple have already Jjcined. The salary 1s
tuice that of a man working for monthly wazes. Next
year this (Rev. Ralm's) congregation intends te bulild
a church. The lethcdists already have newly buils
churches. It hurts me when I see that sc many seots
have the upper hand and my dear mother church must stand

. 5From a lotter in Der Lutheraner, XII (larch 25, 1856),
123,
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baclkks T am surprised that she, whc calls herself
The Church of the pure dcotrine and in part (2) is,
does not, iu the neme of her Shepherd, seck that which
is lost, also in Callfornia. The loot ccin cannoct seck '
itesels, ncr con the lost sheep £ind its shepherd if it
does nuch hear His volee. Iy comfort iz the promise of
the Lord that He Himself will have compassion on iils
flock whero the shepherds are negligent. The Lutheraner
once braucht the item that two mlssionaries were. o De
sent o Galifornia if provision could be made for their
maintenance., 7But does that not mean consulting with
flesh and blosd? If they only work faithfully, they
%ill have a living; the lLord always rrovides for His
falthful scrvanis. The poet Hiller says:

Who 1llkte E14 jah will serve the Lord;

Lilze hin 4in food sufficient will £ind his reward.
oo Glra, ocver youdeor, there are many ILutheran neople
here, ot least in name; but they see nothing here but
United (unierte) chureches. Dear siras, if tho Word
applies al20 G0 you: Go into all the world and teach
and baptlizme, you cught 4o send a man initc the Californian
world; and have no dsubts concerning hils maintenancee.
Cur God is rich encuzh and has all hearts in His hand
and can direct them likte a stream of water.s Thisg you
know full well, We « o oy I wish that a man would soon
come who would aeakﬁnsﬁ his own, but the things which
are Jesus Christ's.

Rev. Sustler loter gtates that he met the woman who wrote
this letter. Her naome was Elizabeth Schreiber, a god-fearing
woman, |

gynod's resronse %o this letter was: "If this is a
divine call, then we must answer it." Two young men were
selected tc consider this chellenge. They found themselves
villing to go bus 84ill lacked the funds for their travel.
Another plea was sent out to the congregatliona for funda

that these nen might be sent to Callfornla. Shertly before

=
S

6:, L. Evetzmann, "The Boginning of Lutheran Church Work
in Galifnrﬁia.“ Conno;dia Historical Instltute Juarterly, IV
(aApril, 1931), 25-28.

Toer Lutheraner, XVII (Cots 30, 1860), 44
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sa111n5 for CGalifornia sufficlent funds came in %o pay for
his nasaane.s

Thus it was thet student Jakob M. Slikler accerted the
challenge %o go 4o this far off land, leaving father, nother,
and ail bohind. By himself he would explere f£or blood-bought
8ouls and give bthem the precicus nessape of redemption through
Christ. FHis missclion was to minilater to men whose hearts
souzht geld and silvers He would offer them something far
more oreclsus, something which would last eternally, the
nessage of Christ plocing the red ccin of lils blcod on the

ccunter of Calvary for their perssonal redemption,
Sending the Man

The sainted Pastor Jakob M, Suehler was horn August &,
1837, in Zaltimore, Maryland. He was the £irfth child of a
fanily of fourteen, liis fother, Franz, was an imnigrant of
the 1820's, a "hobt-tempored®™ but honest iillrtemborzer. His
mother, Charlotte, a constmetion buildsr's daughter, was
born 1ﬁ Americe of an 0ld Femnsylvania family. I[is parents
vere members of Firat Lutheran Church in 3altlmore alweady
at Reve e Wyneken's time. Father Suehler died in 1870, and
mother Buehler entered the larger life In 128642

ane% Lubtheraner, xVI (iay 15, 1860), 157.

97, H. Theiss gnd J. e Thelss, Lebenslauf und Charal:ter-

bila des selimen rrHses J. lie Buehler (Uaklands Lales
unad veriag des “1'EEEFEhrhan.ESanEufters,“ 1002), Pe le
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Jakob Matthins attended publie and private grade
schosls, and an Znglish high school, It is sald that his
father spoke a2 Suabian disleet and his mother sooke a
Pennsylvania-nteh, but young Jalkob underatood neithsr,.
Baltiwore wos an Inglish-speaking clty, and Jakeb was reared
wholly in Jngliuh.lo

The relation bhetween Reve. F. lWyneken and the 3uehlep
famlly was a joyous and intimate cne. Freguently Jakcb's
fathor would =0 to conforeunce with Rev. wynoken, waen he
would say: "Der kloine Jaksh ist ein wilder Junge, unicht
gerade schlecht, aber ausgelassen und vellsr ‘tricks,™
Saltimore was a vowdy clty and was not @ gc0d place to rear
children. 4 few too many of Jakob's tricks, such as sitting
around the fire-station all day instead cf gmolng to achool,
brought his father to the decision %o send Jakob o the
"Grmasium" in 3t. Louls. Heo wrote to0 Dr. Walther: "Da
haben Zie meinen Schlingel, machen Jie mit ihm, was 3ile
wollen, und wenn 3le ihm halbtkodt schlasen.“ll

Young 3uehler had not been sont to st. Louis tc prepare
for the holy ministry, but rather to be reformed and tc
learn Chriatian doeirine. Later Pastor Bushler himself
stated that hs would have beaten anyone who would have

t0old him that he would become a pastor. £Lven hila parenta

105m1d., pe 26
111‘915-, De 4o




10
were resolved thet he should return to Baltimore and becoms
8 busineas man, a lawyer like TLuther, or perhapa go into
the business which his father had established.t?

In the Tall of 1851 Jalkob was sent %c St. Louils. He
had not yet bheen conflrmed in the Christian falths Dr.
ialther took it upcn himself 4o instruct him verscnally.
Certainly this was the foundation for his rich knovledge of
God's worg,td

ihlle at the "Gymmasium" 3uehler had 1ittle use for the
Gorman langusge. During the early years he and several
Sther students formed an English Club. Later Buehler 314
study the German diligently.14

After seven and one-half years at school, Buehler
vicared a hslif year in an inglish church in Baltimore: In
the fall of 1839 ho returmed to complete his final year of
study at Lhe “G[mnasium.“ls _ |

In Decormber of 1859 the letter from Cglifornia apreared |
in Der Lutheraner appealing for missionaries. Dr. Walther
asked for volunteers froum the graduating class. 3Iince no

one wvolunteered Walther selected two men, Suehler and

12Ibldb 3 De 2.

15a, A. Bernthal, Furamefasste Geschichte der evaggellsoh-
lutherischen 3t. rfaulus emainﬁe Zu oan francisccs Ca ornia,

P: 12, This Ie the TiTtleth annlversary book cf the ohurchs

14Th61ﬂl3. _D_E- g!-__t_t. De S5e

15H. B. Hemmeter, “Early Mission Efforts in the Missouri
gggg?.“ Coneordia Historical Institute Cuarterly, XI (Oote,
o .Gi.
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another candldate. It 4is sald that Buchler's knowledge
of the inglish languege played a decisive vole in this
Belectlion ("waps allerdings schweres Gewlsht in der Vag-
8chlage sein mussto"). Before the close of the school year
Dre Walther ool i

i

¢l aud was sont off Lo Germony to regain
his hoalth.tO

il

e agelstant who had been selected %o accompany 3uehiler
in hig wark in Colifornia travelled as far as Baltimore.
There he accentod a call 4o a congrezstion in laryland. How
Jakob Buehler wes without a helper and companion, Later he
himself atated: "Shortly after that I decided, since there
was nothing left for me %o do, %o Sravel gloune in the name
of the Lopd,":7

On August 1, 1860 at twelwve noon Buehler was on the

steamship irie

b

salling fcr the land of golde. "With a sick
and heavy heart he was trevelling by himself. He was to
find that these superlonges were a prepsrabion for the tasks
which lay before him. 18

16

=Tl

14d not take long until the other passanpgers aboard

ship knew that Buehler was a pastore. ficw strange he must
have locked among these men who were followlng the lure of

newly dlacovered melde. ©0l1d and ruthless, they must have

16Th3_195, OSDse Git.. j2 1 12,

omtten wemEsmes

1711315 2y Do L.

18:1110‘.3 Pe 1l&s
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looked with mocking oyes at this "optimistie" follow, whose
ambltions were £or spiritual gain only. In fact, we are told
that some of them advised young Suohler to roturm on the next
boat. Gon Franclisco was definitely under the rule of the
devil, With bold courape younz Suchler snowered: "He is the
one I want Lo mect,"t?

The trlp 4o Galiformia waos via Fanama, At the express
desire of the passensers, -uechler conduched two services
on board ship. Already on boerd ship Buehler wes o experlence,
b only slightly, the difficulties the wopld coffered, Two
days before srriving in San Froncisco, 5350.00 were atolen
from him, OJecause of the eoneern of the captain 352,00
vere ecllected fpom the possengera. This brousht his holdings

up to 112,00, This hanpened on Yedunesdsy. On Friday mern-

ing, Aupgust 24, 1860, they arrived in Zan Franeiscos Suehler
execloined:
Fraise be tc God, glory eni thanks for His graclous
proteetion, He has permltted me to ex~e"ience a whole-

scme punishment, but crég thet He might meke me more
careful for the future.

19 .
Martha: Sghaller, "rioneer."” A brisf historical sketch
of Rews. Buehley in tha'ftlea of Eha Gnncoraia Historieal
Insticute, SG. Louils, Mo,

20“' wlas, 0D altes zDe 16,17,




CUAPTER XIIXI
DIFFICULT BEGIHININGS

After twenty-Tour days of travel, Buehler set foot on
thls strange land. ot a soul was there 4o greet him on his
arrival. He later stated that his soul was as acavy as the
fog over San Francisco, Talking up auarters in a hotel, he
began loolking up the pecple whane names had been glven hin
by frienda in the .-.:?as‘c..l

Cn beaxd ship e Rev. Moochalze had been mentioned to
him. This lzochai2 was a rationnlish preacher and a pastor
vf 8 so-galled Lutheran congrezstion. e had been recently
defrseired because of his immoral pracbicea.a

Faster J'oachale declared his willingness to have Buehler
tale over his church. ZSuchler could nct accept this offer.
The congrepgatisn had alroady taken steps tc call another
man cut of the Zaste. Ile didn't want %o act too hastily in
a_utrange land. Ie first wanted to begome scquainted with
the particular situaticn.”

The first OSunday he visited the morning service of Rev.
Rahn, a pastocr of the United (unierte) church. In the after-

1&. A. Bernthal, Eurzmefasste Geachichte der evangelisch-
lutherischen St. Paulusgemeinde zu 5San rranoisao, EaIIgornIa.
Pe 14, THLD. 18 an annivorsary DOOK.

znar Lutheraner, XVII (Cet. 2, 1860), 22.

32, A. Bernthal, op. gites Pe 15
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14
neon he heard a sormon by the Rev. loschale, who still
Scoupled the sulpit of his church. The impressicn Zuehler
recelved from these two cervices he put into words:

I went to bed with wy head full of thoughts of all

kxnun? % had thoproughly convinced myself that the

bricht and refreshing light of the Gospel has for us

Gorrang been- totally extinguished, except for some

falnt glinmmering of it in the churches of the seots,

and I went to aleep calllng on the Eorﬂ ZLor wisdom and
bower %o proeizim the faithiful Savior.

It bocerne mown that the preacher who had been called
out of the unst 4o lcschale's chuprch would not come. Because
of the deplorable eondition of the church, Buehler csuld nob
welt any longer 4o proclaim the nure Woprd of Gode On the
following Junday, depte. 2, 1860, the firat llsssuri-Syncd
Lutheran church service was held on the West Goast. Buehler
conducted this service im lioschake's churche.? He lomediately
scunded forth the true evengelical message. FHe let the
erring ses the lipht of the truth. NHis text was John 1:12.
This was the same sermon which he had preached cn board
Ehipos Zuehiler sald later that his words had "made an

impression on the hearts of his listenors."!

4p. =, Eretzmann, "The Zeginning of Lutheran Church
Work in California," Concordia Historical Institute

Quarterly, IV (April, 1931), 25.

5_39:'111:-[1&1, DDe Cltes Po 15.

6. A . b

Je He Theiss and J. We Thelss, Lebenslauf und Charakter-
blld des 3511 on Prises J. Mo ?uehlar {Oakland, kal.: ﬁgng
und Veriag des "Lutherischen Zotschaiters," 1902) p. 18.

733mth1' ODe Cltes Do 15.




15
dplritual Conditions of the Feople

Sayard Taylow wuriting for the New York Tribune reported
the "Splrit of Jan Frencisce" thus:

“VeIy neweomer te 3an Francisco is overtalzen with a

gense of complete bewllderment. The mind, however 1t

tay be prepsred for an astenishing conditicn of affairs,
cannot immediately puch aside its c1d instincts of
value egnd ideas of busineass, letting all past experience

G0 for naught « « « ¢ There is a period when it wears

neither the 5ld nor the new phase, but the vanishing

images of oue and the growing percepitions of the

gthcg e o a ¢ These bDlend in painful and misty confus-

cne"“

Fecple bhegan o lccate themselves more permanently.
Communities were being eatablished. During the previcus
years the people had lost much of thelr religisus practice.
Splritusl conditions of the poople were at a low ebb. When
Buehler arrived in 1860 he observed: "Almost all the German
peorle here 1ive without God inm this world."® In most
churches Christ crucified was not proclaimed as the chief
thing, but admonitions for virtue and morality had replaced
this wessags. Awmong the many churches, there were Roman
Cathollics, liethodists, Evangelicals (unlerte), and so-

e rear
called Luthorans. Among the 16,000vinhab1tants in San
Francisco, Buehler folt the 1ight was brighteat ameng the

lethodistas. Rev. J« M. Buchler's own observotions wore:

aﬂayard Taylor, "The Spirit cf San Francisco," Time,

LXVI (Jan. 3, 1955), 17. -

9w. He Te Dau, editor, Ebenezer (St. Louls, li0.:

Coneordia fublishing House, 1022),; Ps 350.
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Only a few people show concern for the church. HHost

of them rejcice for Sunday, not &0 come %5 the tomple,

but to serve the god of this world - how eager and busy

they aro with their voluptucusness, If anysne did

%;Qgﬁeaggcggggrgeién Uord, it wculd be torn from him

The Lutheran church of which Rov. lioschake had been
pastor, extenied n call toc Reve Zuchleor. e declined thls
call because the congresation 4id nct want to provide for his
llvelihood. They refused Rev, 3uchler the right to exclude
the free-thinkers and the rationalists from the church. Since
this church also wanted Rev. Buehler tc be ordained by a
ropular English preacher, he declined this 0311.11

Though Buehler did not aceept the call, the congregation
permitted him %o Gse their church. Here 3uehler continued
to preachs Sach Sunday the number of hearers Inorecsed.t?®

Suehler now had a preaching place and an audience. His
woric continued %o be very difficult. Ilen on all sides were
ot anxicus to heer him preache They tried to get rid of
Zuehler with derogatory remaris in the paper. 3Susehler states:
"The enemy males me wery thankful. Through an article in the
paver against me and sther pletists, he has mado me knowm in
largor circles and has affected more listeners."13 The

eneny spread rumcrs that Buehler did not at all desire

b B
g

r Luthoraner, XVII (Oct. 30, 1860), 44.
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to remaln in ian Froncises. Another roporhs was spread that
Buebler desired a salary of {';.a,ooo.l4 The group behlnd
these attacks wore the free-thinkers and raticunallats of the
losehske ohurch,

Buehler continued to presch regulariy on Sundays 4in
this church on Jreenuich Strect. On NHov. 8, 1860, he was
able to organize s Cerman Luthepran congrogationes This
group immediately called Buehler %o be thelr pastor. The
church had forty members. This group csusisted of the
remainder of the members of the original church and a group
of new membera., On the bhasis of the Lvangelical Lutheran
Gonfessicus 3t. arltus Zvangelical Iutheran Church was
arganized.lﬁ

% shoxt history of the Lutheran church in San Francisoo
was ploced in the cormeratone of the 18635 churche In this
history Rev. Sushler sums up the first yesr with these words:

Mpring the Tirst year there was not only an increase

in sttendance but also in the number of members who

Jolned, A witness of the growth during our first year

ig the improvement of the church structurs. The

church wna.glosed for four weeks while it was ' 2'ng

renavateﬂ.19

While the church in dan Francissc was belng renovated,

-~
141retzmann, OpPe ClGs, Do 27
50ep Lutheraner, XVIT (Octe 30, 1860), 44.

153. We Je Lange, A Half-Century of Lutheran Church Work
on the racific Coast under District 5

rranization 1
(Oakland:s Calirfornla CONCOrdle OCLLeRG, 1037)s Ds 12.

ITBernthal. ope 0lt.s Pe 18

R e e R R e
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Buehler travelled to Smcramento, a oity of twenty-five
thousand., Here he organized a congrezation. Fifty-two
famllies formed the nucleus for the First German Lutheran
Church in Sacramento. 3inoc there was such a dearth of
pastors, the congregation did nct aslk 3ynod for a candidate.

They sent a eall %o a Rev. Sartling in Illlnsia.le

Bartling
d41d noi sccept the eall. The osngregation.than.decided to
walt until Syncd would scend a wan or until a man came by
accldents Suehler could not tale care of this congregation
in additicn to the one in San Franclsco. The congregation
soon fell into the hands of preachers with no particular
ereed.lg

With all of these 4Aifficulties, it seemed as though the
devil was working overtime to frustrate the workz of Buehler.
Be We J. Longe in his Half-Century of Lutheran Church dork onm

the Pacific Coanst . . « states:

Jany hearts wvarmed to him, and success came to him with
his affable and winning way. A few of the promising
Lutherans who hed come from the Eastern and liddle
Weatern congresgations had remained loyal to thelr
Lutheran professicn. They saw with the coming of
Fastor Buehler a new day dawninge. 3ut moat of the
Gersman Lutherans in San Franelsco 4id not take kzlndly
0 Fastor Buehler's fearless preaching of the Sible
trutha. HMany turned a deaf ear to Fastor Bushler's

18 5
Brlef Histo of Trinity Lutheran Church, =Zaasramentc
CalifornTa, 1%;5:1%%2, caﬁbIIeE from the Church.records by

e nastor, ron e files of Concordia flistorical Institute.

192-;1:'_ Lutheraner, XX (Nove. 1, 1863), &4.
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@ospel invitations.20
The attaclks that 3uehler endured were not eaasy for hinm to
bear, He writes: “Ihis weelr I have had such attacks of
despondency and hopelesamness, that several times I enter-
talned the thou bt of leaving thls state and attempting it
ancther plsce." Iuehler's experiences in San Francises
Were very siviler to thoase of the Apocstle Faul in Corinth,
Aets 18:6,2% :

In 8 letter to Dex Lutheraner Rev. Buehler mentions scme
of the dirficulties which he encountered the first yesr:
poor loeation of the church; the accepted thing is not to
attend church because of the many scoffers; aonvincing the
pecple thet he is not another tramp preacher who would be
exXpelled because of immoral actlons; convineing the people
that he is preaching the Gospel because of Christ and His
eroass In all this the Gospel was shoving itself as the
power of God in gatheringmany of the worst unbel!.evers.a2

during this first year a Unlted pastor, Rev. Rahn, ‘
felt constrained to resign from the ministry. During thls
vacancy, nany of the former Lutherans, who had felt it
necessary tc Jjoin this Unlted Church merely because mo

Lutheran Church was avallsble, returmned tc the Lutheran

2°Lange, ?2- -6_120. Pe 12.
2l3ernthal, pp. Gltes De 16a
2zﬂar Luthoraner, XVII (April 30, 1861), 146.

ey
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Church,®3
The second year is briefly told thus in his short
history:
ot only did we witness God's blessings during the
first yesr with a large attendance, but hecause of
Ehe large attondance a new building will socn bhe nesded.
dince the members o-me from all over the city, a new
slte is 2180 nesded. The members decided to erect
8 school at soue central place, ac that those members
living farther from the present chureh will not have
such a difficult time reaching it. Later the church
will be erected next to tha schosl, The committee
found a good site. 2£b°y are unanimcusly agreed to
buy it for 515,000,
The seesnd year was in particulor a joyful one. On
Aug. 31, 1862, Buchler's bride-to-be arrived in San Francisco.
Loulse ‘yneken was the oldest daughter of hls father's
friend, the sainted rresident F. Wyneken. ZLouilse arrived
on Sunday worning, but Suehler could not meet her until
five o'clock that afternopn because of his Sunday tasks.
On 3ept., 14, 1862, they were joined in marriage. No mention
1s made as to who performed the ceremony. This union was
blessed with five children.as
Daring the third yoar some difflculiles arose within
the esngregatione. The small church which the congregation
had bought was nnt well loeated. At tbis time, the city
found 1t necessary tc level and move the street on which the

church was loecated. This meant clesing the dsors of the

231bid,
. 2438!‘“tha19 ODe 2!-!_0. Pe 16.
25Tb.3183. OpDe 9_&.. Pe 26,
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ckhurch until the city had completed her work. The eongrega-
tion decided %o sell the old church and relccate. Several
men vere cprosed to this. They did not want to sell the
81d church 2nd have sorvices in a Presbyterisn church in
the afternoon ss they formerly hade This group would not
B0 elong with the majority, therefore they seperated them-
selves fyom Ghe c:n;regatinn.as Daspite all pleas and
admonitions thls group of about ten members held faat to
thely eoavietions, Though this split was bad, the majority
declded %o oontinue with the criginal decision. 4 plot of
ground was bought on Ceary Street. This wvas in the heart
O the busineas ssetion of San Francisco. <n Ock. 31, 1863
the cornerstone wuns 1m1ﬂ.27

They now went under the name of St. Marikus Church,
although 4% corpernte nome seems to haeve bsen "Germsn
Evangelical Iuchoran church."ee This was to distingaish
themseolves from the dopsrted brethren who had retained the
original name of "First German Evangelicsl ILucheran Church." 22
The departed group scon accepted as thelr pastor a man by

the name of Hansan.3°

26
a7

aeﬁt‘etﬂi'!ﬂ'nﬂ. 22. Q}iﬁ. Iv (Aprll, 1931) 9 27.

293ernthal, ope oites De 20
30,

mu’ 2.5_.' 011’-., Pe 350.
Bermthel, Obe cites Do 16.

retzmann, Op. cli.. De 28,
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At Clrat only the basement

covered with a temporary roof,.

of the ehurch was bullt and

Later whon mcre funds would

be available, they would complete the structure. On Dec. 30,

186G, the churech was dedicsted.

house of wernhip was 330,000.31

31])au’ _0_13‘- 2:-1:;:‘.9 De 351,

The total cocet of this new
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GHAPTER IV
ATTEMETS AD AN IMPOSHISLE UNION
Freatuinkers and .ure Doctrine

For three years Zushler held services and Sunday School
in the baserment of this uncompleted church on Geary Street.
fhe Lord continued tc add members and everyshinz seemed %o
be goling weil., But the more tho congregatlon grew sutwardly
the more it showed that tho members were not of the same
heart and scul. The devil had a new plan to destroy the
wondertul worlk ol the Lorﬂ.l
"The Firat Gvangelical Lutheran Church® resulted from
| the small group which left in 1863« This group wss under the
| leadership of a rationalistlo pastor called iansen. They
now sought for o reunion of the two churcheses <The plan
was %o bulld one large German ccngregation, in which both

3uehler's uewmbers and Hansen's members gould join into one.

'

‘Both factions, the strong Lutheran and the free raticnalist,
esuld wership togethar.a Une of the meumbera stated:

On one Junday Fastor Buehler could gsnduct such an
orthcdox sermon, thzt the beems would erack, and con the
following Sunday Pastor Hansen could preach in his
sweet and mellcw way. Each person then could go and

16, Ae Bernthal, Hurzzefasste Geschichte der evangglisoh—
lutherischen St. Paulusgeweinde zu Jan Francisco, Callfornia,
Pe e 1

2Ibid-
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listen Lo the one or the othor paston, 23 he deslreﬂ.3
In 1865, an article arpeared in Der Lutheraner concern-

ing the "Albrechtsleute" (Yethodists) in California. All |

their attempts at gotiing monsy from the East tc continue
work on the Jemt Coast had been in valn. If thaey didn's
bulld a church susn, they would have to leave the f£ielad,

They set up a rslan by which they houped o 8211 1100 shares

8t 35400 each, and thus gather voney for the new buillding.
Zach pastor of the church was an agentes The smgent selling

the mosi shares would receive a gold “Dagchenuhr."* This

nay have been on2 of the reasons why the lansen faction was

8C anxious 4o unite with Buehler's group. They needed a

chureh, bub they eouldn't £ind the funds.
At the susgésticn of uniting the two congregations 1nto

one "Gewelinaschalt,” “uohler remaried that it was impossible

for him to hove pulpilt fellowship with a prescher who was

not agreed with hinm in teaching and practice. He was i
villing to have a discussion cn this mattqr.s Since many

of his members had been taken in and werse prejudiced in
favor of the plan, it was necessary to enter such a discuas-

ion.s

3 5 : o

Jde He Theisa and J. W. Theiss, lebenslauf und Charakte
bild aa; gselipgen Prises J. M. Buehlsr (Oatland, Kals: Druck
und verlag des "Lubtherischen Lotschaiters," 1902), pps 32,33.

Aber Lutheraner, XXII (Nove 1, 1865), 37-

5Theisa. ope elt., De 33.

séernthalg ODe oito. Pe 224
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The CGreat Debate

Conmitteos from both congregaticns were chcsen and a
Joint meetingz was hold to discuss the matter at hend. Fop
this meeting Suehier produced the following seript as an
~irlanation of his congregation's position:

In regard to an ivvitatiorn to share in a free gathering
of twelve renbers of the Ltwo Cerman Lutheran congrega-
tions of this clty to deliberate cver the guestion:
Whether a union of the two groups is possible. e as
representatives of St. Marikzus Church bresent the follow-
ing ss our views on the matier under consideration.

Wie express ocur joy to all over the suzzestiocm of such

a2 welrhiy quostion. Doth congregations ccnsider them-
felves as representing the Zvang. Luthe Churche. Are we
in eonfession, in aim, and practice.one, then both
congrogetions rmust strive toc glve expression to this
inner unlty through outward expressiocn. To us this
deslre 1g a holy one because the Soriptures expressly
commaud: Is 1t possible as within you lles, tc be at
Peace wlth all wmen? Ve believe, acccrding toc the
Lvongelical Iutheran Confessions, the following psints:

1. Beth congregations accept the Evangelical Lutheran
falith as it is expressed in the Confessiona of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, and as we have proclaimed
it during the past five years. e find it necessary o
demand this, because of the wide-spread rumor that tho
sresent pastor of the Firat Evangelical Lutheran Church
(lev. Eansen) is not true to the Lutheran Confessions,
but doos homage to free principles.

2 Hevoecation of the surmmons of the First Evangelical
Lutheran Church, because free princivles were practiced
by her in opposition to true Christlan bellef. We must
demand this alsc.

S. Elinination of the Reformed Songbook of the First
Svangellcal Lutheran Church, since the use of the same
1s in confliet with the Lvangelical Lutheren Confessions.

4es One view on the use of the church by the pastors,
and acecordingly, both pastors should use the same agenda,
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5. Participation of this congregation in the pastoral

district meetings, so that the members of the congrega-

bion are united with the pestora of the distrlct in

whleh they live. Adherence %o this point is nscessary

0 guard agalinst possible misunderstanding and confus=

ion in the congregation as well as awcong the pastors.
When it came to a docision on these points, the two congroega-
tlons could nct arrce. Since a union was impossible the
neetinps were ﬁiscsntinued.a

Not only in this seetion of the ccuntry were there
disturbances cver the union question. For a number of
years attocks hod been directed against lssourli Synod
because of her congervotism. In 184¢ a nissionsry spoke of
ter “exelusiveness and unpardcnable onesidedness, which in
meny lnstonces is the cause why they snd thsir church are
ovll spoken of and thelir usefulness is matefially hindared."g
Ihe Lubtheran Observer of 1864 called it "bigotry” and sald:
"They err in declining tc enter into an intimale eccleslast-
ieal communicn with the American Lutheran Church and its
General Synod." The General Synod declared:

Cur prineiples nct merely allow, buit actually demand,

fraternal relations with all Evangelical Christians.

The Higscurl Synod protested in the words of Luther:

A man who &knows that hils doctrine, falth, and confess-

ion is true, correct, and certalnm cannct stand together
with those who teach Talse doctrine or who side with

translation of the Germane.
8

7§ernthal. Ope Glte, DDe 22-25. This i1s the author's

Thelss, Ope @ites De 350

9. .
We He Te Dau, editor, Ebenezer (3t. Louls, lo,:
Concordla delishiﬁs House, I§E§,,'p._;10.

—
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8uch « « « « I am shooized to hear that in cne church,
at one altar, boeth partles should take and receive the
Sacrament, ons party believing that they are receiving
mere bread and wine, and &88 other, that 1t 1s the true
body and Wlcod of Chriss,.

Erauth says that:
True unity is cneness in Talith. A&And in order ts win
ther back 45 the cno faith, there had to be a body
which clearly taught this one falth, which in doctrine
and practice stood squarely on the Confessions, and by
refusing 4o stond with erroriatas, refused to counten-
ance the error. lor could ltisssurl have preserved the
Talth 17 she had united with such as persisted in error
or sufiered them %o unite with her. Falth cannot duell

in erropr.—
Buehler PForeed to Leave his Church

Lverything seemod 4o be settled after this debate.

The congregation accepted Buehler's explanations, and the
oure doctrine was wictorisuse. They were unow financialiy
able tc complate the eresction of the church. The congreza-~
tion presented Rev. Buehler with a purse of a 31000 and an
elght month vacation. Confident that all was 1n order,
Buehler preached his farewell sermon on I Thess. 2:13, "The
joysus ecnfidence with which I leave you."*2 During his
absence a young pestor from the St. Iouls Seminary, Fastor

Fe Tbert, suprlied the pulplt of St. Markus Church,l3

101p1d., pe 113.
111514., p. 120.

12?&9153, ODe gltey Pes 350

135, w. J. lange, A Half-Century of Lutheran Church Worik

on the Pacifle Coast under nistrict Organizasion
(OakIand: Californla Ooncordia Gollege, s Ds 12
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Buehler h2d been decelved. The oongzregation, or rather
the raticnelistic olement, had sent -him on an eight month
leave because they nceded his absonce %c make scme declsions
against hip,t%

Ruring Pevs Suehlor's absence cnomics vere actively
pPlotting ways to 1imwit the pastor's powers or else to rid
themselves of "this orthodox" mene. When rastor Buehler
returned in bDecenber of 1866 he experienced a ceoscl reception.
On Christmas Dey members of the congregzation approached him
with the demand that he discentinue his uncompromising
loyalty to the Seriptures and make certain concesslons .12

The chuprch had now been completed and was dedicated
by Pastor Buehler. He says, the dedication took place
“with sad misgivings on my part end amidst unrest in the

,
eongregation, "o

The dedicatiocn t:zok place on the last
Sunday of the 0ld yoar. He wrote to Der Lutheraner, "It
may not lecolk toc churchly, but over the front is a shield,

'3t. Markus-Tirche der evangelisch~lutherisch Gemeinde.'

This can be easlly seen." 17
The demand thet Fastor Buehler follow a more libsral

pclley became more insistent. A group of men seoretly drew

zernthal, op. cit., p- 26,

1513nse, Op. cit., pP. 12.

163ernthal, ope git., pe 26,

17Der Lutheraner, X1III (April 15, 1867), 127.
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up a docunent in which thoy atated thelr demands. After a
number of the members had signed 1t, this writing was laid
bqfsre castor Suehlors. Thoy asked that he alas sign his
nane to itcc

They demanded that the pastor hemceforth should be
liberal in his office (geinem Amt). He shculd not be too
eonecerned with the leading and ruling part of the congrega-
tion; he should not even be an adviscry member. He should
brezch CGod's Word, but not too sharply, and administer the
dacraments. Buehler was %0 preasch that he who believes and
is baptized shall be saved, but he should not preach that he
whe dces not helieve shaell be ﬂamned.lg

Rove Suchler expleined to hls congrezation that 1t would
be against his consclence to sign this dccument. He refuted
each demond with God's Word. As a pastor he was a member of
the congregpation. Ko was entitled and bound to take part
in the affairs of the congregation. His place was to watch
over the churech that everything would be done honestly and
orierly. The gsongregation could nct tell him what to
rreachs The Word of God eslone oculd dictate this. It was
his sacred duty to proeclaim both the Law and the Gospel.
iany of the members now retracted th2lr signatureas from

20
thls doocument, They had misunderstood the entire matter.

18331‘“1’-‘.‘.\31. ODe .Gitog De 26.
19Theias, ops elt., De 36.
2071114,
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Buehler wrcte 4o Der lutheraneonrt

We had barely celebrated the dedication when the

quarrel broke cut, It was concernmed with nothing else

than: vhether God's Word should be the rule and sulde
of falth and conduct, cr whether the froe tendencles

(freien Tendenzen) should not be considered among us.

The quarvelscro guestion wos not as simple as that.

Thet was actually the last thought of the whole battle.

The cpposition wanted to hold firmly to the Iutheran

religlonqaccarﬂing Lo thiir Scrlpt;ral 1nterprgtg§1an

worin sic peboren und wie ale darin erzcgen sind).

The ouhers would not acknouledpe any cLher teachings

than those which are acknowledged 151the Small Catech-

ism and in the Aupgeburg Confesalon.

Shortly after the storm had subsided, a lodge member
died. When mehler refused to bury him, the batitle started
again, The people demended that henceforth Buehler refuse
burlal tc noc cne wvhetheor he belonged to the lodge or note.

He uas %o eonduct his service together with the burial rite
ef the 10&59.22

Buehler tried to show the people that if he practiced
with the 1odze he would have to deny the pure Goapel of
Christs Of Jesus, the Savicy from sin, the lodge religion
tnew nothing and didn't want to mow anythinz. The religicn
of the lcdpe wes a religlon of natural man or beitter yet, of
the flesh, which wants to stand before God in its own
rightesusness.2? fhen 3uehler could not bring the members to

a withdrawal of these demands, he resigned from hls of f1ce.24

2lper Lutheraner, XXVI (¥arch 1, 1870), 99.
228ernthal, op. oltes Do 26s '
251helas, ope. oit., p. 38

24per Luthoramer, XXVI (March 1, 1870), 99.
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Do jectedly Buehler came home that evening. - It was ]
during Holy iesk, 18G7. Lo sank intc his chailr with the .
wordas: “io Jetzt ist es vorbei; ich bin meiner Gemeinde
1og 4125 Soven years he had lebored cun this coast. He had
recently dedicated a mnew church in San Francisec. Outwardly
it was a beautiful church bubt inwardly disorder, yes, hatred
and ennity agalnst God's iord. llany years later in his
annlversary germon he stated: "“Thet was a step which was so

hard for me that I had rather died."26
The Icdge Gueation

Bernthal states in his Kupzgefasste Geschichte. «
that becsuse of Buehler's great following he dared nct see
everything at firat.27 Buehler's son-in-law also states
that Rev. Buehler was maligned in Synod because of his
lodge practice.2¢ The urliter was unable to f£ind any further
:data on this matter, except that the lodge difficultles
were with Duehler during his entire ministry. In 1887
Buehler states that his members were still in the gquarrel- '

ing churche The quarrel againat the lodges was still

253ernthal, Ops Gite, Pe 22

261helsa, ope gltes Ds 3T

27Bernt.hal. ops cit.y Do 16,

2BA. Re Suelflow, "Notes on Rev. Je e Buehler of

Califormia," Concordla Histcrical Institute Suarterly,
XX (Jan...1953,, IgIo
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Boing on both within and without the ohurch.ag
Slnce the Lutherana in California to a large extent
held membership in the lodge, Rev. Buehler wrote Dr. Walther
for advice. The Rev. Il. Henry Tietjen, emoritus, a scn-in-
law of Fastor Buehler plves us this information:
Walther advised him to ignore the lodze for the
present and Lo saturate the people with the Goapel as
8 spcnge i1s saturated with waters then they would
leave the lodge, but no sooner. infortunately, I do
not know where this letter 13, but after Buehler had
inatalled me in Crockett and after the peception, he
sald: "let's take a walk," and placing his hand on ny
shoulder he said: "Henry, I see what you are up against,
narely, the same problem that confronted me, and I give
you the same advice that Walther gsve ne," and he
repeated the advice quoted abocve.
Two weeks before Buehler dled, the last member told
hin that he wes quitting the lodge. He was P. Spreckels,
a relative of the millicnaire sugar-king, Claus Spreckels,
After lir, Sprechkels had told Rev. Buehler of his decision,
Buehler hreathed: "Endlich, nach einundvierzig Jahren, ist

meine Gemeinde frei von Logengliedern."ox

agﬁernthal, ODe Cltes Do 38.

3O5ueifiow, ope cite, P 191. A letter by Dr. Walther
giving similar advgba 1s in the possession of the Concordia
Historical Institute. It was addressed to the Reve G.

Kuechle, pastor at Cocluzhus, Indiana, and dated Oct. 156, 1864.

31I‘biﬂ.




CEAFTER V
GROVTH WITHCUD UNICN
Return of the Felthful

The evening of Rev. Buehler's reaignation, seversl
membars came e him confessing that they had misunderstood
the mischlef cof the other members. They didn't want to
have any more %o do with such a congregations Pastor

Buehler should o

e

rform his dutles of office among them as
he formerly had done. The faithfulness of these few gave
Baohler fresh courages On the following Sunday, Holy Easter,
in. 2 rented hall on Busch Street, Fastor Buchler made
anothor new beglnnin@.l

At this firat sexvice, a sizable group of people
sverjoyed Fastor Buehlers The remment which returned was
large encugh that already on iay 17 of that year Buehler
oould organize a new aongregations

The constitution agaln contalned the customary
uncompromising cconfession of the Wecrd .of {Jod and adherence
to the Lutheran Symbolical Bookss They tried to close as
nany gaps as possible that the former night not happen againg

1G. Ae Barnthnl. Kurzrefasste Geschichte der evangellisech-
1utherischen 3te E uTusEemeIEE au Ean ﬂranc!sco, Ca IiﬁornIa.
Pe

2
Ae Re Suelflow,; The HeEEt of Missouri (5t. louls:

Concordia Publishing House,
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8uch as malkting the pastor an ex officlo member of the
‘oongregation, and no meeting could be held without at least
thirty mombers rresente”

The other faction which hed retained possession sof the
new church had aleo kept the mname of HSt. laricus. This
church had a sad history during these years. A Revs Nanns
came whom they et mo after several months. Rev. Herring
us8 chosen aas a suhatitute while Hansen waas in Geormany.
After Honsen's return both mon were to be nastors of the
church. 3ince they couldn't agree, both men resigned.

Aeve Helschmamm also left after three months., Buehler
wrote toc the Lutheraner in 1870:

4 Rev. Brenzen has been called to be vacancy pastor

untlil ancther man can be called, Illay this man who 1s

to come be a belleving, true proclaimer of the
giggfﬁied. Hay he also help this unfortunate congrega=-
A note in Rev. Xirchner's letter reads tuus:

As for the records of 3t. Hark's Church, they would

help you little since they liad a series of bad years,

ten pastors durlnﬁathe fellowing twenbty years, many of

them very shady oharaoters n1 I have learned from a
g8on-in-law of Pastor Buehler, a former pastor, who is

ninety years 51d and waes married to the oldest daughter

cf 3Zuehler. Ee often speaks of some of those shady
incidents about which Buehleg told him., That, of
course i1s unwrittien history.

Buehler's ocugregeticn was again growinge 4 larger hall

BBernthalg OD. cltey De 32

q'Der Lutheraner, XXVI (March 1, 1E870), 100.

L e
(s .Ee Kirchuer, emeritus, Letter to Zldon R. Stohs,
Feb. 9,.1955. " .
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had to he rented. At the first opportunity they purchased

8 church of their own for 324,000, On the first Sunday in
Advent, 1865, 5t. reulus Luthersn Church was dedicated. The
new church was nemed after the great apostle who hed endured
8% much for the cross of Ghriat.s

This congrepetion became the foosl point of all 3ynod-
lcal activities on the West Coast. IHost of the candidates
entering the mission fieclds in Oslifornia, Nevada, Oregon,
and Washington were crdained here. 5t. FPaulus is still
concidered os the mother church of the Nisssuri Synod on the
West Coast.!

Reve Je ile Buehler served the St. Paulus Church until
his death. The times continued to be difficult. Iockery
was s8till leveled againat the church and her pastor. Only
one cther time, in 1894'when the congregation sgaln relccated,
dld they expericnce a loss in membership. Those people who
refused to change locatiocn identified themselves with sect-
arian churches in their oamﬁunity. but the misunderstanding
vas not as great as 1t had been in the past.s

65uelflsw, Ope Ciltey Pe 5T

Te, E. Krotzmann, "The Beginning of Lutheran Church Work
in California," Concordia Historical Imstitute Guarterly, IV
(april, 1931), 25, TR R e G

8Bernthal, op. olt., p. 43.
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Faithful to the Church

ot ts5¢ much is hnown of the second dscade of FPastor
Buehler's efforts on this const. There was more woric than
one man cculd undertekes In 1861 efforts were made to call
a8 second pasitcr. licney was gathered by the congregation for
this purpose, bubt it was not until 187E that another full-tinme
pastor came toc San Franelsco. With all the duties of a
pastor, Buehler Lool: time to take mlssion trips to various
Bections of the state sc that he might serve the needs of as
nany peonle as j3181b1009

Biehler came in contact with many scattered Lutherans,
lle wvas scon knowm over a large area. From ali sldes the
company of the faithful came for bantism, confirmation, and

2arriege. Rov. Bermthal in his Zurzgefasate Geachléhte o s @

atates:
When one pames through the church reccrds of Ste
Faulus, cne must marvel cver the great number of
official acts. ior example, the annual baptians
and marriages went lfgo the hundreds, Ilioat of
themm were outsiders. ;
For an idea of the extensive work that FPastor Buchler was
dsing, see the table below. This table shows the church
recoyxis of 1887 and 1900, the first year of dlstrioct

organizaticn and the last year of Rev. 3uehler's life.

o, X
7o He Pe Dau, editor, Ebenezor (3t. Louls, lHo.:
Concordia Publlapiﬁg Houge, 1022),; DPs 352e

1OBe?nﬁha1, Ope Gltes DPe 33, 34
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PABLE I

Oongregation iaer
Jouls 1300
Communicanits 475
Voting members S5

School. 1
Teachors 3
Children 135
Baptized 25
Confirmed 87

Communilons
Private 14
Fublic 835
Total 849

Marriaces 135

Burialas £

1900
1420
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in 1887 ot. Paulus had a Sundey School enrcliment of 730.
In December of that year a new congregation had again
branched out from the church.tt

Fastor Buehler's first full-itime assistant, Rev. L.
Wagner, was installed in 1880, Both pastors now made misalon
trips as time permisted. The Pirst daughter congregation
Started by the 3t. Pavlus Church was in Oatland.la

After twenty ycars of labor there was one faithful
German Lutheran and one lNorweglan Zutheran church in San
Franoisco. 3y 1683 there was cne in Ideho, one in Oakland,
one in Stockbton, one was being started in Los Angeles, and
Orancze had one. Altogether there were thiriteen congrogations
in California with & whole list of mission atatiana.13

The pastcrs of the 3an Francisco area felt a need for
follouship ana an exchange of ideass They crganized the Calif-
ornia Genccrdin Conference for the purpose of Lutheran loyalty
and Christian confosaion. Deriving a great beneflt from
such a2 conference, they invited the distant brethren to a

"Gemeinschaftiiche Einferenz." ©n April 6, the first

111‘ 'y
Statisches Jahrbuch der deutschen evanme.-lutherischer
Sénadelyon iipsourl, Ohio und andern Staaton Eﬂr as Ja

Ste LOuis: Luthe Concordia verlag, 10GE), De .
e same npublication was used for the year 1900, but its
publisher was, (3t. Louls: Concordia Fublishing House, 1901),

P. 29.
12£ratzmann. op. cit., Pe 3l.
13hor Luthersner, XXXIX (Harch 1, 1883), 34
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"Gemelnachaftliche eveng.-luth. deutsch-norwesisch-enslische

Xonferenz und predimt Verssmmlung" was held on the West Coast.l%

Of the fourteen men located on this slope, all but two came
to this gatherinz. They organized a free confersnce with
Rev. Buehlor ac their president. They met five days.
Tuelve sessions were held- -five morning, £ive afternoon,
and two evening. Cne of the non commented: “We seenm tc be
very hungry for sessionsj'" one o2 the other men anawered:
"he has been here only a shovt time. After a few years he
will be just as hungry."lE
While more perwanent communities were being formed,
new streans cof people were 9till coming ines Colonies of
fifty to.oune-hundred families would wove from the mid-west
and form entire communitles of their own. A£As these communi-
tles increased the pastors felt a greater need for organizing
the church.l6

In the past they had not been able to keep in contact
uith the cfficers of the distrlict. They wers part of the
Western District of Synods The Weaterm District covered
everything west of and including lMissourl. On Sept. 27, 1887,
ten pesatcrs, twe teachers, and four lay delegates met at

5te Faulus. They put into effect a districl organizatlon

1411)15'.. De 35

1$Qgg_1uthegager, XXXIX (June 1, 1883), 84«
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which was called the California-Oregon Distriect. Rev.
Buehler had been the foree behind the conferences. He
now wos duly honored by being elected as the first dlstrict
president 17

These first yearsa 3t. Paulus of San Francisco served
a8 host to the diatrict conventions, aring the early years
Rev, Buehler delivered the malin essays on such ¢topics as:
Chursh union, The Right and Holy Use of Scrinture, The Task
of the Chriotian Church over against the i‘aterlalism of the
Tlnes, and What is Necessory for the Upbullding of our Church
on this Coaat,. '

Een wers travelling eight hundred to one thousand miles
frem the north ang five'hunﬂred miles frcm the acuth to San
Francisao for dlstrict conventions. In 1899 the men from the
north deelded %e crganize their own distriet. That year the
Cregon-dashington area formed a district of 1ts owne The
mother distrlet continued as the Californis-Fevada District
of the Hissouri ﬁynod.la

Rev, 3uehler had done much for the church on the lest
Coznts AL Lie 1901 aisitrict convention Heve. Bushler stated
what he feolt was the chisf purpose of these eonferences:

our- vork is in doctrinal matters. In desling with
any doctrine, our aim must always be: the teaching of

175, w. J. 1a : : g
o ¥ . nge, A Half-Century of Iutheran Church Work
on the Eaci%io Ccast Enﬁbr Districh %rréhizaffon 1

{OakTand: Californlia Gonc o"rSI'a"BoIIega"",a'Ig?ﬂ',' PDs Csre

18ep Lutheraner, LVI (Aug. 21, 1900), 263.
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the Gospel aa the only dootrine for salvation. Always
disoarnﬁgg it more ably and witnessing to 1t more
olesyly .=

This was the lant convention that Reve. Buehler attended.

The Loyrd had used him for forty-one years on this ccasts

his work was now coumpleted. Hev. Hensen summarizes the work
of Buehler:

This church (St. Paulus) Rev. Buchler served until the
day of hls death thirty-four years later. Rev. J. Il
‘uehlor was a lone Mipsouri Synod worker on the Facifie
Goast frowm 1RG0 to 1876; "Botschafter” editcr for doven-
teen yeors, which he started in 1lice; districht presi-
dent of the Opregon-Callfornia Diatriet for f:uriecen
yeara, he organized this dlstrict in 1887. Iilasion
board cholrman for fourteen yeara; essayist at distriet
cnventicns nine tices; San Franclaeo Bay local oone-
ference chairmen during the long years of membership
in that bodye. lie conducted a large correspondonce,
alac with the laity. His home was an cpen house forao
all who desired to vieit it, clergy and lalty alike.

190er Lutheraner, LVII (May 28, 1901}, 167,168.

20&. Hangen, "Jakob latthias Buehler, Synod's Fioneer
on the racific Coast," n. de Concordia Historical Institute,

0t, Louis, ilasouri,




CHAPTER VI
BURHTLER 'S ORDINATION

There 1s some doubt as 4o whether Reve Je. M. Buehler
was ever oommlanioned or ordained. The fynodical publica-
tlons and the minutes of Synocdical conventions make no
mention of this matter. Allusions have been made that he
was ccmmlasiocued, but these references are in secondary
sources,

Reve Ae He Suelflow in his centennial publication of
the Western District of Synod, The Hesrt of lisscuri, states:
"After a brief, informal commissicning service he travelled
via ship for tuenty-four days, arriving in San Francisaco
on Auguat 24, 1860."T  The same writer states in the
Gonecordia Historical Institute Quarterly: "The candidate
for the holy ministry J. ¥. Buehler of Baltimore, larylend,
who was recently ccmmissioned to be a missicnery and sent to
San Franeisco on August 1, 1860."2

Theiss in his "Buehlerbuch" states:

Der Xandlidat des helligen Fredigtamies, J. Ii. Buehler
von Baltimore, laryland, der seine thecloglachen
Studien sceben vollendet hatte, wurde zum Amt eines
ilassionars erwdhlt und verordnet und am 1 August, 1860,

1a. R. Suelflow, The leart of lilsscuri (St. Louls:
Uoncordila rublishing House, 1954)s De Ble

25, R. Suelflow, "Notes on the Reve Je M. Suchler of
California," Concordia Historlcal Institute Juarterly, XXV
(January, 1953), 180.
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nach San franciaco g;esanat..3

The Revs Ae. Hanasu, archivist of the California-
Nevada bistrict, makes the following observation:

To date no material is in my hands that records the

offlelal "c:nmissioning" of the sainted father, and

nc effort has veen succeasful to obtein facts zbout
ity if or not he 'ns "ordained" in tho sonse the

term ordinstion is used among us in Synod. Acccrding

tc my vay of thinking - and others shars in it - Rev.

Sueliler never was ordained and until I learn other-

wlae T'l) also bolieve that his "installation" at

San rancloco wos nothing more than an allowable

mamer of traunsfer of the pulplit and ministraticn of

the lieaus of Gracs by hls ecngregation in 2 navner
wiich it chose and which Rev. Buehler could find

acceptable even without another pastor belng in I

attondance and functioning for the congregation.

The Lubtheran church 2f which Reve. lcschalze had been
pastor, extended a ocall o lev. Buehler, Ie declined tals
call because they wanted him to be ordained by a popular
Ingzlish preacher. Juchler must not hove been ordained
at thls time., The usual practice in the Nissourl Synod
is not to ordain men who go forth as missionaries but to
conmission them.2

A hlstory of 5t. Meprk Zvangelical Luthsran Church of
San ¥rancisco, "Cne Hundred Golden Years, 1849 - 1949,"
written by the congregeticn's present pastor, Reve Gs

Dorn states that Buehler was elected and "inatalled" as

33, li. Theiss and Js e Theiss, Lebenslauf und Charakter-

bild des celimen Prises J. ¥. Suehler (Cakzlana: Druck unc
erlag EeE‘“IEEEbEEscEen oGoac era," 1902), p. 28.

ARev. A. Hansen, Letter to Zldon R. Stohs, Jane 18,
1955'0 PBe 1,

5Der Lutheraner, XVII (Cote. 30, 1860), 44.
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pastor on Oot. 21, 1860, no successor t0 Reve F. He
Hoschaze. MNoschalke had "resigmed" from the First Gercan
Evangelical Lutheran Church on June 15, 1860. If that
"Installaticn" took place, 1t esuld not have been by a
Hissouri Synog nn3tor, thore heing none on the coast at
this time.C

The inntallation mentioned above is debatable, because
Bushler renorted that the congregation which he served had
been gathereds:

urch die “berreste einer schon f£rither gesriindeten

Gemelinsclhinft wvon deutschen Lutheranern und durch

neue hinzulzormende Glleder wurde eine deutsche

Genelinde auf Grund der evang.-luth. Bekenntnissen

gesarmelt und cobiger Zrediger am 8. November 1860,

Zum Fastor deprselben eruvlhlt und berufen.

The mont relisble scurce of information that we have
1s a letter sent by the son-in-law of Rev. Suehlers Rev.
lis Honry Tietjen, emeritug, in answer 40 Reve Ae« Re
Suelflow's question, "Was Je He Buehleyr Ordained?", writes:

From hey E@ev. duehler's wife, Loulsel (truly an

unimpeachable source) I have it that Buehler was

never ordained. Thils faet was kept a secret during
his ministyy, but I see nc reason for doing so any
lcuger. « « « I never heard that Suehler was

ccmmissiconed %o go to California. Had this been the
ggsg, Jother Auehler would certainly have mentloned

GHansen Letters op. glbes Da. 2e

TTheiss, Doe Clte, Pe 2Ce

BA. Re Suélflow, "Notes on the Rev. Jz ile Buehlafo“
)

Concordia Historical Institute Suarterly, (Jan., 1953
P. 3
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How did this harppon? In 1860 after Dr. Walther had
rerscnally seleched two men for the GCaliformis mission,
he took sick. Bocause of his health Dr. Walther was forced
to leave for Germany before thz end of the school terme The
duties of the president changed handse. 3lnee a now man was
now acting as preaident, an cversight mizht have been the
cause fhat Buchlexr was not cowmiasinnea.g

The general attitude of men in Synod at that t*me
toward mission woric in Califormis had beon, in part, Gthe
caude ior delay in sending a man 4o the Weat Coasst. The
money needed (o send Buehler o California came during the
summer while Juehler was visiting at home, Ilany people,
including & number of pastors, tried to disccurage Buehler.
With sueh 1little interest on the part of Synod, the commission-
ing night have been overlosked through ind fference.lo

Guite naturally, Buehler's ordination would have taken
place on the est Coast after he organized his first congrega-
tion. Bub whe would have cxdained him? There were mo
Hissouri Synod pastors on this coaste Theo firat pastor
arrived sixzteen yecars later, The only %ime that Suehler
could have been ordained was in 1867 when he csme through
3t. Louls while on his vacation.

Dre Walther carried on a private correapondence with

9'1‘11@155’ 2D Clites De 1lle
loIbid.. Pe 13e

o

R B I R ——.
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Buehler for a number of years. He must have known that
Buehler hiad not been ordained. We can only quote Dr.
Walther's view of tha minlstry ond leave thease questions

unansweroed:

Th2 office of the ministry is conforred (uszbertragzen)
by God through tho congregation as possesssr of a
Church pover or the keys, and by the congresaticns'.
divinely nreseribed call, The ordinatilon uith the
leyine on of hends on those called 1s not a divine
Institution, but an apostolic, ecelesiastical rite 11
axd only a public sclemn attestation of such o call,

1Ly, 1. 7. 20u, editor, Ebeneser (St. Louis: Concordia

Eublishing House, 1922}, p. 152.




CHAPIER VIX
IN HATTERS OF DOCTRINE
The Early Years -~- Buehler's Sermons

A number of fev, Buehler's sermons are available in
printed form. A select number are hura cnﬁalaerea to see
vhat feve Duehlor's doetrinal views were. Both the sormons
and the easays, which will be considered later, are in
Germans, 411 the translationa are by the writer of this
paper.

The Lfirst sermon of Rev. Buehler on record was preached
on board ship while enrcute to California in 1860. Buehler
states: "In order to have a real evangelical sermon, I
Seleocted John 1:12 for my text, '4s many as received Him to
them gove o power %o become the sons of God, to those who
believed on His nomee'"l This saze sermon was tﬁe first one
that Buehler preached on the mainland. The content of the
sermon follows:

I. iWherein dces the right acoeptance of Uhrist ccnsist?

fi. Ilot that we accept Chrizt as a worldly Lord and
King as the Jews,
Be Hpt that we aceept Christ as an outstanding

teacher and a virtuous man, as the rationalistse.
Ce Not that wo accept Christ as the Son of God, to

13 He Thelss and J. We Thelss, Lebenalauf und Charakter-

bild des selimen Frises J. He Buehler (Oakland, Kales
und Verlag des "Lutherisc n. schal ters," 1962), ;. 15.
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whom we must bring sdoration as the raticnalists.
LI, What* should move us %0 a right acceptanoe of Christ?
Ae o nccept Him as the uavlcr, the Redeemer fron
ain, Jeath, snd the devile.

1. We are assured thet Christ takes us and
helps us migserable creatures.

2. He nromises sonship &0 us == this great
eood must bHe enough of a motive. This
relation 4o God resulis in s spiritual life.

Buehler states that the people listened with rapt attention,
He believed thot the compliments which he received om this
sermen were "only superfioclal end actually mere productions
of rhetoric."?

Younz Buehler was concerned about preseunting the truth
of God's JWord as clearly as possible., By 1864 he had been
attacked for hic Seriptural position. He probably wes
oppesed because he spoke 400 clesrly and uncompromlisingly.

At the corneratcone laying of S8t. Markus in 1864,
Buehler presched on, "The True Cormersione of an Evangellcal
Lutheran Ucongremation,"

A church can praise God only when she is founded on

the only true foundation, which #0d Himaelf has leid.

If God hes not leid the foundation it is better to

disorganize and not lay this cormerstone. « « o We

continue with this Foundatisn which was proclalmed

by the unosglas and the propghets and pernetuated by

Ure. Luther.

Shortly after Fastor Buehler had showm to his merbers
that a union between the Lutheran Church and the Reformed
liberal group was impossible, they granted him an elght

month vacaticne For hia forewell sermon Buehler preasched

21hid., pe 16e
Sper Lutheraner, XX (Feb. 1, 1864), 85.
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on I Theaa., 2:13,

for this cause algso thank we God without ceasing,
because, whern ye ireceive the Word of God which ye
heard of ua, ye received it not as the word of nen,
but as it is in truth, the Word of God, which
effectually worlieth alao in you that believe. The
theme for this sermon vag, "Phe joyous conficence
with which I leave you."+

This is founded on the Joycus certainty,

L. That nothing else than the rure lord of God

L8 proelaimed among youe
II. That this Word hes been accepted by you.
IIX. That the falthful Lord wlll continue to- keep
Hia %Word among you.

Buehler hod no more than returned from his vacation,
when the congregation attempted to 1imit his position.
Under great difficulties the new St. larkus Church wvas
dedieated. Buechler selected Fsalm 27:4 as his text,.

Iis sermon in outline form was:

When is this Church Building in Deed and In Truth a
Christlisn iicsuse of Wership?

Ie When nothing but the pure Word of God is
preached within her walls.
IX., When our adoration proceeds from & penitent
fﬂitham
Buring Hely yeel:, 1867s Buehler resigned from his office
as pastor of Sh. Markue. On Eester Sunday, he preached to
a faithful few who had returned. His text was lark 16:1-8,
From whence the Triumphant Joy of Curistlesns over the

Resurrection cf the Lord? Ve anawer, The Resurrection
Shows Us:

4Thelss, op. gites Pe ke
SM'! Pe 35.
6per Lutheraner, XXIII (April 15, 1867), 127.
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I, That the Lord Jesus still possesses the
victory. .
IZ. The victory has been won also for usel

A few statements from thils sermon are:

How.can we rsjolce on a day like this when everything
geems %0 Do going against us? . o « The disciples
were so filled with the Joy of the resurrecticn they
could have endured any kind of mistreatments o o o
fict only then but also now is Chrlat the victor for
use OCan we doubt? ¢« ¢ ¢ It 18 not possible toc be a
we-slided Christlon. Ve are either for Christ or we
are agalnst Hinm,

The Latter Years -- Buehler's Essays

At the first gstheriug of the Lutheran pastor's free
ecnferance in San Francisco, 3Sushler preasented a papers
The topie was: "2uilding the Lutlleran Church on This Coast."
He cast ocut the false motives for missiou work as strange
fires bLefore the lorde. 3Scme of these strange fires are:
The i1tinerant nreachers, the preachers intorested
in personal gain, and those who are osnly ccncerned
with incrsasing thelr numbera either by stealing
other members, or By deceiving people into believing
what thay are note.
The right mctives for mission work are: (1) A firm convioct-
ion in the universaliiy of God's gracious will; (2) The
express command of Gody (3) Love for the brethren and an

assurance of God's blessings.lo

7Thsiss, Ope cite, Pe 40,

8;9;9,. Poe 43,454

9Qgg,luthargner. XXX (June 1, 1883), B4.
101p3id., pe 85. :
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This free conference had beon formed that "purity of
doctrine and unity of spirit might be fostered, and the
church on this coast might be bulli with united effort."ll

At the organizational meetling of the California-Uregon
Distriet in 1887, Buehler presented a paper on, "The
Necessity and Zxpediency that Chriatian Congregations
Unite." The churches which profess falth in the Bavior,
Jesus Christ, and serve the one true God would naturally
8eck 2 union among themselves. These churches combine
thelr efforts in promoting the worlk of the Synode This
1s not only practiecable but is imperatively demanded by
God,12

Suehler's ten theses on "Church Unicn" are summarized
thuss

The most important matter is the salvation of one's

own scul. 7The perscnal union with Christ through faith .

bringzs cne into the closest inner union with all

believers. The Christian, therefecre, never stands

separately, but he is united through the bond of faith

and love with all the believers in the world. Christ-

lans unite with the communicn of saints through the

vislible or local church. Though there is no express

command from God that this be carried cut, yet as

the inner union of falth flows forth from the 13
individual, the sutward confession of faith is evident.

1l1bia.
1_":1:213. i. Je. Lange, A =Em1f-centugg of Lutheran Church ijori
on rfaclfle Coast under Distric nizaticn
(VakTand? California GoncorHIE'UEIIbgé. T037)s DPs T8

n liisgsur - und anderen Stasten (SGe LOULS, 1i0es
E%Eh. Ccnaord eriag, LCC()s De Oa

131 ohrverhandlung," Zrate s¥nnag1_aer¢oht des Calif-
ornia und Cre on—Diatriats aer gau SChen evanf.-luthe Eggnde
1 EEIO §§ a tT. Louls, &
1a=v
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Sinae Satan, the world, and the flesh have brought

in false teachings, the congregations must malke

certaln that they are united by the right bond,

pamaly, the falth which once waa givén to the saints.
The vWord of God is and remains the only rule and norm
for church unione. The Evangelicel Iutheran Church has
12id dowm her expression of (od's Word in her confessions
of falths These confessions (Belkenninisschriften),
especlally the Augsburg Confeasslon, are the true bonds
whleh bring individual Lutheran churches intoc one
communicun. Such uniona into synods are a natural
expreasicn and gonhts’'m winh blesslings. It 1s neceusary
that the congrepmaticu: m the Weat Cocast unite
themselves. As a district we should enter into
confesasisnal union with the Evangelical Lutheran

Synod of Iiissouri, Ohlo and other states.l

At the seoond district convention in 1889, Buehler
agaln presented the maln doeirinal essay. IHis thesls dealt
with, "The Right and iloly Use af Seriptur¢.” Onl; he has 4
the Word who accepts it es God's Worde OCverwhelmed by every
word which he hears and reads, the indiyidual must say:
"Rerc 1s God speakting to me; His 'yes' is my 'yes'; His
o' must be my "mo'." The Word grasps the heart. It

becomes a convietion, an experience that God, out of

unfathomable love, has lald down His revelation in both the
0ld and Yew Testaments for all men for all time. We use
this Word in the right way when we use it for the salvation
of saula.gj

The summ~ry of the seven theses of this dissertatlion
is:

One can rightly believe only what one rightly knows.
There 1s encugh evidence that the 3ible 1s God's Word.

1411)1&. 2 De 7.
15223 Lutheraner, XLV (Feb. 12, 1889), 29.
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He vho accepts the Bible as God's Word, knows the
true God and the pright way to Gode The right use

of God's Werd is that of saving souls. This saving
use of God's Word is a personal matbter. Zach man
takes for himself all that he needs toc learn,
experience, and enjoy salvaticne. From this perscnal
use Tlows the right use of it in gathering a church.
de try o apgpropriate it better, to win and affirm

a right union of the spirit, to uncover false teach-
ings and in its place spread the saving faith. The
knowledre of the Bivis as God's Word should be a1
powerful foreo to evusyone. The Word_ should move us
to use it with ever greater zeal in our rocm, in cur
famlly civele, e well ag in cur schools, congrezetions,
and in synod., <0

At the third dlstrict convention in 1891, Suehler
r28in hed the main papere. The theme of hias essay was: "The
Tasl: of the Chriatiasn Church Facing the Haterialism of ocur
Time.* I'ho sunmery of his five theses ist

The church dare not be iudifferent toward materialism.
dhe has the task, with the right sword of the spirit,
U6 cppose thls terrible might of darikness more zealous-
lre The materialistic spiriit has penetrated all the
layera of szeiety and is takling the upper hand. We

can He gucus afuwl cnly when we do not 1imit gur attack
witi mere woris. Ve must know the enemy and lay bare
her iying tcols. VWe muat replace her with the light
and powexr of God's eternal truth. e must warn :zainst
the manifeld causes sut of which the error of the

tuksn spirit prisen. By grasping the grace of God in
Christ we have iye true protection and the right cure
for this error.

At the fcurth Califcornia-Oregon District Convention
in 1892, Rev, J. Buehler presented a paper cn: "wWhat is
Required for the Suilding of the Church on this Oocast?"

Thls same paper had been prescnted in 1883 at the first

16¥1 shrverhandlung,” Zweiter Synodal-Zericht des Calif-
ornia und Oregon-Diatricts der dsutschen evanga-IuEE. Synode
vyon lHissourl, ©hio und anderen otoaten (.Ge ulis, ii0e2

Tuth, Goncordia-verlam, L0G0)s DDs TsBe

1Tner Lutheraner, XLVII (Feb. 17, 1891), 28
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free conference of Lubheran pastors in San Francisco.

At the amniversary eonvention in 1897 Buehlor
emphasized the resl csuaec for celebration. It consists
ot only in thanizing for past bleasings, but elso that we
lay hold of the important teachings. The important teache
ings he enumerated as followa:

l. The precisus Word of God is the true unshakable
foundation on which the Lord Jesus has placed the
Churciie

2. Uniocn because of geographical territory does nob
unate a atrong cutward unity, but the unity 1n
guirdt and in truth gives strenzthe.

3e 4 perscm in the kingdom of God dare never desplise
the small oud insipgnificant things, because by God's
blesalng thece can become important.

4, Golf.-denial for the Lord is a virbue which ocntains
a greast prenlse and a rich hlessing.

5« OStanding up for the faith which was given to the
saints is immeasurably full of dleasing,.

Ge OCutiwerd success should not be the aim of our efforts
in the Kingdom of Gode Ve can be cefénin that God
will in Hls owvn time glve bleasingso.

A summary of Reve Jeo Mo Buehler's theologleal attitude
i3 the statement he made at the last District Convention
which he attended in 1901:

Cur main werk is in matters of doetrine. Cur aim

must always be: teachingz the Gogpel as the only

docirine for salvabions Always diaeerni&s it more
ably and witnessing to it more clearly.

18p0r Luthoraner, LV (Oct. 3, 1899), 180,181.
19Der Luthepaner, ILVII (iay 28, 1901), 167.




CHAPTER VIIX
CONOLUSICON

Reve Jushler enterod Synod's misaion work when things
in Gnlifoimia wers shaping up more after the conventional
ploture of American 1ife following the turbulent Jold Rush
Jears; when in civie, school, church, and business more

gettled conditions had 4o Lo striven for and required

reliable leaderchip; when the CGivil War wes. upon the
eountry; when Suehler could not begin with a nusleus of
Misacuri 3ynod pesple; when even in Luthoranism nmany i
veriant ¢ luions hed $0 be denlt with; when oircumstances
salled for» discreftion gnd decision, situations for which
there was no Syncdieal precedont. IHad Buehleor not been
the glant that he was, his efforss would not have been as
sucoessful as they proved tc be under God's mercles. Els
was hercle work in a decidedly complex periocd of California
hmtoz‘y.l

At the organization of the distriet in 1887 it was salads

The moat natable personality in that conventlon was
the Rev. J. 1, Buehler, He was the plcneer cf sound
Lutheranism on the West Coaat. To hlso falth, courage,
abllity, ond industry the ILutheran Church owes her
firn positicn on the Pacific slope.

1Rev. A. Hanasan, Letter 4o Eldon Re Stohs. Jane 18,
1955. Ps le

23 e Je Lange Half-Centu of Latheran Church ¥Wo
on the Pacifioc uoagu'uﬁ?mmtﬂagb Bﬁ'ﬂ‘!ﬂﬂ‘ w

[0akTands Callcornia EB'n_oFrmtTIIesa. » Pe
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Rev. Buehler wang a olose adherent to the Word of God
and the Lutheran Confessions. At the same time he remen-
bered that he was dealing with weak and sinful humans who
had beon affected by the materialism of the times. The
process ol recvlaociung this with the Gospel message in all
its pristine purity tcok time and patience. It was
accorplished only through persistent presching and teaching
of the Gospel 42 men c¢f all classes, His ccursge, falth,

loyalty, and industzy provided for him & monument far

better than "sculptured stone or storied urn. "
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