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Ohurah.23 

The second year is briefly- told thus 1n his short 

h1atory: 

Mot only did we witness C'i-:,tl 's blessin3s during the 
first year with a l orae attenclonoo, but because of 
the l a?"Be attendance a ne1·1 bu1'.d1ng will soon be needed. 
51noe the rnembe:rs o:>me from all over the o1ty-, a new 
s1te 1.o lao neecled. l'he members decided to erect 
e aohool at a~ 1e central place, so t h~t t hose membero 
11v!ns f arther frcr. the present church will not have 
·ouch e di:ff ioult time reaching it. Later the church 
will · e erected ne::::t to tha soho:>l. Th.e oomm1 ttee 
r ~una a 300a site. 24hey are unan!aoualy agreed to 
buy 1t for ~5,000. 

The oec::>nd year uas 1.n pa1"M.oul9r a 30:,f"ul one. On 

Aug. 31, 18G2, Buehler•a bride-to-be arrived in San Franc1soo. 

Lou1s3 Wynelcen woe the oldost tlaushter of' his father's 

friend, the sainted ' ·resident F. ~-fyneken. Louise arrived 

on Jun·oy rnornin3, but £·3uehler could not meet her until 

five 0 'al:>ok t hat oi't,erno.on because of h1a ;:;,un:307 tasks. 

On Sept. 14, 1862, they ~,ero joined 1n marr1a!!8• No me.nt1on 

1a made as to who performed th.e ceremony-. This union was 

blessecl ·with five ch1ldren.25 

illr1ng the third 1ear some diff'1oult1es arose tr1th1n 

the o:;n~regetion. The s 1:1i1-l churoh which the ccnsresat1on 

hod bought wa-s "nt,t trell locgtea. At this t!.me, t.he city 

found it necessary to lovel and move the stroet on which the 

ohuroh was located. This niean.t closing the doors of' the 

2'Ib1d. -
. 24.aemthal, !m.• sll•, P• 16. 

25The1ss. !m.• 91!.•, P• 26. 
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abu:rob · nt.11 the c1ty- had completed her 1·1orlie. The oons:resa­

t1011 deoitJed to sell the oJ.d church end reJ.ooote. Several 

mon were o,. .. ,::oset.l to this. 'l'hey t'.11d not uant to sell the 

old ohuroh end h!lve aerv'-ces 1n a P:r.esoyter!un ch.i.1:roh 1n 

the afternoon es thoy f'omex-1 • · au . Thia g roup ,,1:,uld not 

BO alon · \'ll t h the ma jor!ty, the.ref ore t hey aeperated them­

selves r~om the c~n~ragation.26 Despite all pleas anil 

admonitions t his ~roup of about ten menbera held fast to 

their c o;.1vict1:ms. Thou5h this s Jl1t uas · stl , the major1ty 

deo·1aea •i;o o:n,t1nue i.7ith t h~ :l r1g1nel c.'J~~1s1on. fi plot of' 

gr:mnu t1as bought on Geary Street. Thia was in the heo?9't 

o f the il sb1000 seot1on of' San Ii"ra.no1.aoo. en Oat. 31, 1863 

tho corner ·tone wns laid. 27 

Thay now went under the name of St ••. aritltB 'Jhuroh. 

althoueh 1ta co1"pcrat e n"me soe'li'l.s to have brJen 11Ger=-an 

Evsn5e l 1cal !. •. i:- l'l,Jl .. ttn OhUl"Oh. n28 Th1B was to d1s.t1?\9l1Sh 

tbemsslvos from tho dapsrted brethren who had retained the 

ori31nal name of 11F1rst German Evange11oal LuT.heran Church.1129 

The departed s r ~up aeon accepted as their pastor a man by 

the name of' Hansau.3° 

2G . Dau, op. o1t., P• ::,50. 
27 Bernthe1, 2!,• S!ll•, P• 16. 
28 

Kret!!i onn, 2R.• .9!!:.•, IV (April, 19:51) • 27. 
293erntbol, .2J!.• ill.•, P• 20. 
30xretzmann, !!la•~•• D• 28. 
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flt f'1rat only t ho basement of the o:,urch ,·100· built and 

covered w,. th a temporary- r :>of . Later when more funds wot.1la 

be ovaileble, they woulQ complete the struoture. On Dec • .:,o, 

1866, the c 1uroh wao cJ e diae tetl. The total cost of th1o new 

house of wcrah1:p wa,s _)30 , 000. 31 

. 
• 



OHA .i.?T.~R I V 

reethinkera and ~ure Dootr1ne 

For t hree years Buehler hel d services and Sunaay School 

1n the baoe ent of' t his uncompletetl ohuroh en Geary Street. 

The t orrl 0011ti nuea to e.dcl members and every:th1n3 seemed to 

be 5cinp; well . But the mor.e t h::> oongre3ation g:rcnr :)Utt1a:rdly 

the mere i t ahouocl tha t t he embers were not of the same 

heart ena a~ul . The devil hod a new plan tc destroy the 

won,dorf'ul uork of t he Lora.1 

''The li'1rst •, an~e11mil Lutheran Church11 resulted from 

the oeall. c;r oup which left 1n 1863. This gro.up was under the 

l ooJersh1p e;f a rat1ona11st1o pastor oslled Hansen. The:, 

now sought fo r a reunion of the two churches. 'Jlle plou 

was to build one large German oong:re~at1on,. in uhioh both 

Juehler'o rue mbere and Hansen's ~embers ooul d Jo1n 1r.to one. 

·Both taoti::mo, the at:r-:,ng Lutheran ana the free :rational 1st. 

could worship togetber.2 Ono or the members otated1 

on one 3undoy ~aster Buehlor could o~nduot auoh an 
orthodox sermon, tha t the beams would oraak, ana on the 
follow1ng uunda:, ?aster Hansen could preach in h1a 
aweet and mellow way. Eaoh pe:rs~n then could go and 

1o. A. Bernthal, Ku:rz5ef'asste Geaoh1ohte ~ e,ranp;11aoh­
luther1aohen st. Paulua5emelnda zu aan Franciaoo, daii7i:rnla, 
p. 21. - : . --
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listen t o the one or tha othe.r pe,s.to_r.- a s he des1roa.3 

In 1S65. a n article a t,:.pesrea in Der Luti1erane1" aonoem-

1ng th:e· 11 Albx-eah.tele\.t te" ( Eethodiots) 1n oa·11rorn1a. All 

t":91r attenrp •iis at ge tting rn.one,r fr~m the East to oont1nue · 

work on the ,.ieat Coast h:Jd been !n va1n.. If thay cl1an •t 

bullc:1 ·a churoh o!l:>n, they would h :Jv-e to lea:ve the f1eld. 

They set llp a plan by which thoy ht. ped to DP.1'1. 1100 sh3res 

ot ~~s.qo eao , an .. tlu sathe-x- 1-um.!7 f'or tl e ne,-r bu11::.l1ng. 

Each pasto1;, c t the o ,urch was an arsent. The sge-nt sell1n3 

t he· c_pst a .• ·12:•os W:}:.tld rec.e'-ve a gold "ia~-~he:nuhr. n4 This 
I • • •• 

may ~"l\/e been 011a of the raas:>m1 .-1hy tn.r- lianaen .faction traa 
., 

Dt' anxious tc \.mite tr!.th aue hJ.er's 5roup. They needGd a 

church, bu t; · they aoulcln •t find the 1'11nds4i • 

~t the su~5est1cn of u~1t1n - the two ·co~~resotions into 
• I 

one "Gemeinachaft, 11 
• L79hl~l" remarked t hnt -1.t .,.,as 1mposs1ble . 

for h1.m ii~ hs -ve pulpit ft:tllowa!lip '\'11th a preaoher who was 

not a_re0ti with him 1n teaoh1n0 ond practice • . He waa 

u1111DG to hove a o1scuas1on on this matt~r.5 51uce many 

of 'h1a mambsrs bad been taken 1n snd were prejucl1oea .1u 

favor of tho plan, 1t was necessary te> enter such a d1souaa-

1:m.6 

~J. H. Tbe1sa and J. w. Thelaa, J,ebe11Blau1' und Oharakter­
blld des se11fS!D r rlaea J • J.~. Buehler .(oaitiandt Kit'. I briiai 
iiii1"'"veriag des 11Lutberiaohen botaohatters,11 1902), PP• :52,J3• 

4. I • • 

Jl!£ Lutheraner. XXII (Nov. 1. 1e65), 31• · 
5the1sa, !!a• !!!!.•, P• 3:,. 

6iiarnthal, ga. olt •• P• 22. 
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'!'he Great Debate 

Oommitt.eoa from b:>th c:mgregations mire chosen ana a 

Joint meet1nz woe helr1 to dS.scuas the matter at hand. For 

this meotin..., 3Lteh1er produoecl t he f:>ll ow·1ng scr!pt as an 

-~·-: , anr.tt!i.on of' h'-a aongragat1cn'a posit.ion: 

In l"a a:rd t o an iu.v1ta.t101'! to aha.re 1n a f'ree gathering 
of t welve c.embers of the t.wo German Lutheran 00D{Sre3a­
tions of thio c1ty to deliberate ever the ouest1on: 
'ilhethe1" a union of the two grct1pa is poos1ble. ~lo as 
l"epi"es entat1ves o:? st. i:EBr k us Church present the f'ollotr-
1ng as our views on the matter under conoiderat"1on. 

·,·o e:.::.c,res c our joy to n;l.l over the suggeat1ou of such 
a we!._hty question • .Both oone;regat1ons ocns1aer them­
aelves as repreoent1n3 the Evang. Luth. Ohuroh. Are ue 
in c ::>nf e ss1:>n, in aim, and prao.t1ce-one, then both 
conJrec;et1ono mttst, strive to give Gxpress1on to this 
i nner unity throush oµtwsrd expression. To us this 
des1re is a holy one beoauae the 5or1ptureQ expresslr 
command: Io it possible os t-:1th1n y-ou 11es, to be· at 
:peaoo with all men! We believe, accor:l1ns to the 
· -on3olical Lutheran Coni'ess1ons, the tollow1ng points: · 

1 .. Bo'i:',h con~:regaticna eooept the Evan5elical Lutheran 
faith as 1t 1s expressed in the Ocm"esa1ono of the 
Even3012.ca l Lutheran Cl1urah, and as tie have proolaimed 
1t dur111G t ne past five years.· We f'ind 1t necessary to 
der:J.8nd 'i;h1s 9 beoauae of' the ,11de-spreacl rumor thot t ho 
.t;rosent pastor or the First Evancelioal Lutheran Ohuroh 
\Rev. Hansen) 1a not true to the Lutheran Oonf'eas1ons, 
but does homage to fr&a ~r1nc1plea. 

2. Revocation of the summons of the First Evangeliaal 
Lutheran OhUroh, beoause free pr1no1ples wore praat1oe4 
by her 1n opposition to true Chr1at1an belief. We must 
demand this aloe. 

:,. Elim1no t1on cf th.a Re.formed :dongbook of the First 
Evan3elical Lutheran Church, s1noe the use of the same 
·1s in oonf'liot 111th. the :mvengelioal Lutheran Oon:reasloas. 

4. Ono view on the use of the chu:roh by the pastors, 
and accord1ngly', both pastors should use the same ageDcla. 
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s. Part1c1~at1on or thio oons regat1on in the pastoNl 
d1s t1,,.ct meeti ngs, so that the me mbers o:r tne oonsresa­
tion ar e united w1th t he pastors of t he d1atr1ct 1n 
which they l ive. Adherence to this point 1a necessary 
to 3uard aga ins t poss1bl e misunders tanding ana con1\ts

7
-

1on in the oons rasat1on as uall as a ri?ong t he pastors. 

'lhen 1t. came t o a deo1a1on on t hase .>o1nts, the two congresa­

t1ons could not e •3rae. Since a union tra o i m_possible the 

meetin_s uere d!s cont1nnea.8 

Not only 1n th1o sec tion o t• the ccuntey uere there 

d1sturbancea ever t he union queotion. For a number of 

years ettaclcn hNl baen direct ed ae;o1nst .-.1ssour1 Synod 

because of · or conserva tism. In 1849 a m1so1onary spoke of 

her 11exoluo1vene1;s anr1 unpar donable ones1dednea-s, which 1n 

many 1netonoes 1s the c en,11:Je wby 1;hey snd t heir c hurch are 

evil opol;;:e 11 or a nd tl!ei r Lts efulness 1s moter1slly hindered .•CJ 

l!'.!!. Lutheran Observer of 1864 called it 11b1.gotry" ana said 1 

"They e r r in cleo11n1ng ~:, enter 1nto an tnt,i mate eocles1eat-

1col oornmL'!.nicn w,.th the American L1.1theran Ohuroh and its 

C'tenerel ay norJ • 11 The a-sneral Synod. declared: 

Our principles not merely- allow, but ao't,ually de t!and, 
fraternal relations with all Evangel1oa1 Cb.r1st1ana. 
The Iti1asour1 3y11od proteatod 1n the words of Luther: 
A man who 1tno11s that his aoctr1ne, faith, and oonf'eaa-
1on is tru~, aorreot, and certain oann:t stand together 
with t tiose who teach r alse dootr1ue or t1h0 a!.de w1th 

7Bernthalt OD. 211•• PP• 22-25. This 1s the author's 
translation of tlie German. 

8 . 
l'b.e1sa, 2Ji!.• alt., P• 35• 

9w. n. T • .oau, editor, Ebenezer (st. Lou1s, 1-10.1 
Conaord1a Fubliah1ng House, 1922), ·p._110. 



'Z7 

suoh • ••• I am ahoo~ed to hear that 1n cne ohuroh, 
at one altar:, 'both parties should take and re.oeive the 
Sacrament, on~ party bel1ov1ng that they are reoe1v1ng 
mere breac1 an,1 nine, end :t.he other, th.at 1t is the true 
b"ody and blood of Chr1st.:IO 

Krauth says t not: 

True unity 1s oneness 1n faith. And 1n order to• win 
them bo.clt t :, t he :>no faith., there had to be a body 
which clearly taught this one faith, which 1n doctrine 
and pr actice s t ood aqu~~ely on the Confessions, and by 
ref'us1nG to stand with error i s ts, ref'uaec.1 to oounten­
once the e1"!."::>;!". ·,ro1~ o::>ul d I-'1ssour1 have oreoerved the 
fa.1th 1:f' aha hall united wl th such as porsisted in error 
or suffered t hen: to unite wlth b.er. Faith cannot dwell 
1n arro1 ... .1.I. 

B.ie hler Forced to Leave bis Church 

iveryth1ng seemed to be settled after this debate. 

The con3r egati:>n accepted Bueh1er's explanations, and the 

pure cloctr1.ne was v1otor1:>us. They uero now f'1nanc1ally 

· able to cornplete the e.raction of the church. The con3resa­

t1on 9reaentcd Rev. Buehler with a purse of' a t 1000 and an 

eight month vacation. Ccnf'1dent that all was in order, 

Buehler preached his farewell sermon on I These. 211,, 11The 

joy:>ua confidence w1th t·rh1oh I loave you. 0 i 2 nur!.ns his 

absenoe a young pastor from the st. L~u1a seminary, Pastor 

~. Il:bert, ~uppl1ed the pulpit of' at. Markus Churoh.13 

lOibid., P• 113. 
11Ibid., P• 120. -
l2,rhe1ss, !m• 9!1., P• 35• 
13a. w. J. Lanse. A H'alf'-Centu of' Lutheran Church Work 

on the Pac1f'io aoaat una"er ri,inizatic·n ifgf-19)1 
Ttrailiind1 daiif'ornia donoo ese, 1931), P• • 
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Buehler haa been deceived. The oon3re6at1on, or rather 

the raticnalist!o element, had sent ·bim on an eisht month 

leave beceuoe they needed his absenoe tc make Gome aeo1a1ons 

against h1m.l4 

n.trin5 P.ev. Suehler 's sbse·noa onom1os were actively 

plotting ways to limit t ha pas~oi•a powers or else to rid 

themselves of •· this ortllodox" uon. When Faator Buehler 

returned 1n Dacernber of 1866 he exper1enoed a cocl reception. 

On Chris t mas ,y- cemb9ro of the oongregation a pproaoh.ed him 

with t ha aem nd th0t he d1oco·at1nue his u'noomprom1s1ng 

loyalty to t he 5cr1pturos and make certain o,:>noess1ona.15 

The ohurch had no,-1 been completed and 1ras ded1oated 

by Paster Buehl or. He saya, the dea1oat1on took place 
11w1 th sad ru1ss 1 vinf!B en my part and ami :lst unrest 1n the 

oongregatlon. 1116 'fhe ded1cst1on t:ok place on the last 

Sunuay of the olcJ year. He wrote to R2£. Lutheraner. "It 

may not loot;: toe churahl;r, but over the front 1s a shield, 

'§!• r~er1tus-~~1rche ~ evan5el1sch-lutboriooh Geme1nde. 1 

This can be eoo .ly seen. 11 17 

The demond that fostor Buehler follow a more liberal 

policy become more insistent. A sr:,up or men se,oretl7 drew 

ll.'nernthal, on. 211•, P• 26. 
1--=>Lanse, !£• .!!!:!.•, p. 12. 
16nernthal, !?J!.• ~•• P• 26. 
17Der Lutheroner, XX.III (April 15, 1867), 127. - · 



29 

up a document in w-hidh tt sy atatecl their demands. Af'ter a 

number or t he members had s tsned 1t, this writing wss laid 

before asto1~ ""'uohl er. 'fhey a.ek ed that lle also sign b1a 

name to 1t.18 

·rlley demanded t hat the pastor hencoforth should be 

liberal 1n his office (ae1nem Amt). He should not be too ---=--- -
aoncerned ,1:1. th the leading an:1 ruling part ::lt the oonsresa­

tion; he should not even be an adv1scry member. He should 

Pl"each God's ~-ford, 'bLtt not too sharply, . and administer the 

3aoraments. Duehle r •uas to preaoh that he who believes and 

is baptized shall be saved, but he ohould not preach t hat he 

,rhc dcca not believe shall be damned •19' 

Rev. uehl er explained to his oonsresat1on that it would 

be against h1s consctence to sign this document. He refuted 

eaoh dei:1and uith God 'a ford . l\s a pastor he uas a meober of 
' the oongregat!on. Iie was entitled and bound to take part 

1:n the ai'fairs of the oongre3at1on. His place traa to watch 

over the church that everything \f:>uld be done honestly and 

orderly . The oongro5at1on could not tell him what to 

preaoh. The iord of God alone o~uld aiotste this. It waa 

his sacred auty to proclaim both the La and the Gospel. 

f. any er the ,ombera no11 retraoted th9ir signatures from 
20 

this dooument. They had misunderstood the entire matter. 

18Bernthal, ~• 
0

ott., P• 26. 
l9The1as, op. all.•• P• 36. 
20Ibta. -
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Buehler \·1rcte tc .ller Lut.homners - ------
'tie heel barely oalehratetl the clad1cat1on 11hen the 
q u:1r reJ. b1"oke cnt, It wsa concerned u1th nothing else 
t han: Whether Goel I s ':lor,l should bG the rule and suide 
of faith and conduct, er whother the froe tendencies 
(f'1"e1en Tentlenzen) shouJ.<1 not be oons1clered arnong us. 
The quarrelsome aueat1on wos not as e implo as that. 
Thst was OCtltllJ.1.i the last th:>ught of the 't·lhole battle. 
The 09pcsitto11 wr. nted to holcl firmly to the ; .. utheran 
religion aocorain3 to their 3or1pturol 1nterpretat1on 
(uoril'l ~ r-:eboren uncl w1e aie dar1n erz::p;en e1ncl ). 
•.rhe others uould 11ot'iokno\-1ledge a.11y ether teachings 
than t ose which are acltnO\·Tledgetl 1§

1 
the Small Oatech-

1em ~na i n the Au~sbur3 c~nfesaion. 

Sho1,.tly after the storm had subs1t'Jed, a lOdGe l'lembe:r 

died. :•lhen · eh1 er refused t:> bury- him, the battle started 

a ,etn. '!'he pea le demanded that henceforth Duehler refuse 

burial to no om~ uhether he belonged to the lod·3e or not. 

He uss t o conduct his service togatner uith the burial rite 

cf' the lou3e.22 

Buehler t1•iecl to ohou the p eo ple that 1t ho praot1oed 

'tilth t he lotlr;e ile \"JOUl d have to deny- the pure Gospel of 

Obrist. Of J esus, the Sav1cr from sin, the lodge rel1g1on 

ltnew nothin~ and didn't want to k no,-1 a11ylihtn5. The relislcn 

of' the lcc.l r,se was a rel1g,1on of natural man or better· yet, of 

the flesh, which ,-,ants to stand before Goel in its b,m 

righteousness .2-, When uehler oo uld not bring the members to 

a 1-rithdrawal of these demands, he resigned fro:ii his of"fiae.24 

2loer Lutheraner, :ocvI (l-iaroh 1, 1870), 99. 

22aerntbal, ~ .!!.!!•, P• 26. 
23The1ss, ~• J!ll.•• P• 38. 
24ner iuthersner, X.'ICVI (Yiarcb 1, 1870), 99. - ---------
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Dejectedly Buehler come home that evening. · It was 

during Holy ;1eak, 1867 . IIe sanlc into his chair ,11th the 

words: "s o Jetzt 1st es vorbe1;' 1oh b1n me1ner Geme1nda 

los:1125 Seven yoars ho had labored on th1o coast. He bad 

reoently decU.ooted a new ohuroh 1n San Frano1soo. Outwardly 

it waa a beautiful c hurch but 1nwordla- disorder, yea, hatred 

ancl enmity aga1not God's ,·T:>rd. Hany years later 1n his 

ann1veraa1 .. y sermon he stated: "That ,10s a step wh1oh was so 

hard £'o?t me that I hod rather diep. 1126 

The Lodge Queotion 

Berntbal a t ates in ll1a Kurz5eta,sste Geaoh1obts ••• 

that because of' Buehler's 3reat tollcw1ng he dared not see 

ever,th1n5 at first. 27 Buehler's aon-in-la,f also states 

that itev • .oUehler nae mal1sne<J 1n Synod because of his 

lodge practice.28 The trriter was ~nable to find UV' further 

data on this matter, except that the lodse d1f'1'1oult1ea 

11ere ,-,1th Bt1ehler aur1n3 his ent1re m1n1atry. In 1887 

nueble~ states that his members vere still 1n the quarrel­

ing ohurch. The quarrel against the lodges we.a still 

25Berntha~. 2.E.• .ill.•, P• 22. 
26.:rheisa, ~• ill.•• P• 37 • 
27Bernthal• !!1?.• .2&!•, P• 16. 
28

A. R. sueltlow, 11 ?Jotes on Rev. J. I•I• Buehler ot 
Cal1tor.n1a." Conoordia H1stcr1oa1 Institute Quarterlf• 
XXV (Jan •• 1953). 1g1. 
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go1ng on both ,.,.1th1n and without the ohuroh.29 

Since the Lutherans 1n Oal1tom1a to a large extent 

held membership in the lodce, rlev. Buehl.Gr wrote :Jr. ,·Ialther 

tor •advice. The Rev. t •• Henry Tietjen, emeritus, a sen-in-
. 

law or Pastor Ba~ehler ~1ves us this information: 

Walther a dvised him to ignore the lodge tor the 
present an,l to saturate the people with the Gospel as 
o sponge ia s~turated with water; then they would 
leave the lodge, bttt no sooner. untortunatel,v, I do 
not know where th1s letter 1s, but a,f'ter Buehler had 
installed me in Crockett and after the reception, he 
aa,1d: 11:Let 'a take a wallt.'1 and plaoin5 his hand ·on my 
shoul da1"' he said: "Hanry, I see 1·1hat you are up a3a1nst, 
namely, the same problem that oonfxtontea me, and I give 
you the same advice t hat \'lalther BtVe me," and he 
repeated the advice quoted above.'° 

Two ,-,eel~s before BJ.ehler d1ea, the last member tol4 

h1m that he ,n1s quitting the lodse. He was ? ·. Spreckels, 

a relat1ve of the m1111ona1re susar-king, Claus Spreakela. 

Af'ter ! .. r. Spreol:els ho.d told Rev. Buehler of' bia aeo1e1on, 

Buehler breathecJ: 11Endlioh. naoh eimndv1erz13 Jabren, 1.at 

me1ne Gemeinae fre1 von L-osengliedern."'1 

29Bernthal, 2J2.• !!!•, P• 38. 

:,otlu.elflo\f_. ~• a1t., P• 191. A letter by Dr. Walther 
g1vlns similar aartoe-ra 1n the poaseua1on of the Conoord1a 
Historical Institute. It was addressed to the nev. G • 

. Xueohle, pastor at Oo!r,G:l;:.is, Indiana, and dated Oat. 16, 186'f.. 

:,lib1d. 



OliA.?TE R V 

GRO 1TH ',1ITHOU'l' UNION 

Return of the Faithful 

The evening of Rev. Buah1er's roa1gnot1on. aeverol 

members caipa to him oonfeaa1n3 that they bad m1sunderst.ood 

the mischi ef of t he other members. They d1dnit want to 

heve any more t,o do with s uoh a con31'a5ation, :Pastox-

&lehle1, shoi.1:l.d ~ .. 1m:-form his out1ea of office amon5 them as 

he formerly hod .. ::,ne. The• f'a1thtulness 0:r these few gave 

&abler tras h courage. 011 the follow1~3. Sunday, Holy Eaatex-, 

1n. a. re11tec hall on Busch "'treat, Pastor &.iehler made 

another net, beg:!nr11.ng.1 

At t his first serv1ce, a sizable 6rDUP of people 

overjoy-ea Fa.st.or Buehler. The remnant ,1hioh returned ,raa 

large enough that already on ':f':.ay 17 of that yeax- B.tohlex­

oould organize a new oonsregat1on.2 

The conot1tut1cn again oonta1ned the oustomar., 

.unoomprom1s1n3 conf'eos1on of' the \Tcrd .of' Goel and adherenoe 
. . 

to the I.,utheran -.1ymbo11oal Boolrs. They t~led to close as 

many gaps as p~ss1ble that the formox- might not happen again; 

1G. A• Bernthal• Kurz5efaaate Gesoh1ohte dex- evanpel1soh­
luther1schen st. Paulus5emeinde zu Ban Franoloco;'"daii orn!a, 
P• 26, - --

2A. R. Suelflow, The Hef~ o~ Missouri (St. Lou1at 
Conoord1a P.ubl1ah1ns House,54r. »• 51. 


