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34 

the elaborate st.ruotUl'e of teobnolos1s collapsed 1n his 

min<l . Locke ho.d said t hat an 1clea "1a t b.e obJoot of the un-
36 

01,,.stanaing when a man thinks. 0 T'n.us • men deal w1 th things 

as tb.ey are registered on t.ho human brain. 1lhen a thing 1s 

perue i vecl hy tho 1r.incl • 1 t is no lonsor just n dead thing b-J 

~t elr, but it 1s t he mind's idea of it. An elaborate soho1• 

o.etlc def'~.11.ition is not needed to grasp the definition ot 

!doss, because "every one ia co&oc1ous 0£ tb.om in himself." 

Thi~ si m_le principle delivered Edwards from the maze of' 
3'1 

t~chnoloeia a eenerat1nn in advance of his follows. From 

thio t!• ,o f'orth . his tu.."'lda.n_ontal premise was that of Locke, 

·that Vlha.t t h ~ mind . nows is no more than its 1deao, nnd 1t 
38 

·epands upon t ..:1e senses f.'01111 the s oUl'ce of these ideas. 

ll is basic principle became the feet that God imparts 

ideas aolely in so-µee experience. He does not break the orde 

of" natu1·e Ol" l.>roak the connection between experience and 

behavior. The universe is one piece, o.nd 1n it God works 

upon man tllrough the daily shock ot sensation. 

'l'h1s helped Edm1rds to see the· problem ooni"l'ont1ng Hew 

England. If Now Encland remained linked to an antiquated 

m.etaphys:to. then false !,'hilosophy would cause religion to 

sink lo\1or than the present state 'll'bich wao being lamented b7 

36Ib1d.. P• es. 
37p8rry 11111er. Jonatban Bd.Wardf (New York: W1111alll . 

Slonno Assoclatea, 1949), P• 55. 
258John Looke, Jm.• o1t. • P• 96. 
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the divines. But Locke also pointed to the solution. 

/i.s 1:he 'bodies that sUJ:'llound us do diveroely atf.ect our 
cr3a.ns. t he niin d 1!> f'o:rced to :receive the 1mprcao1one: 
and cannot t:'.Vo1d,.. f:he porice9t·10n of those ideas that are 
an.axed to t hom.~9 

Impression•J nn.ts t ba made upon the m1nd or man throuah the 

s ontU H ) . Tberef'or-e • a Christi.an oratory• r.ih1cll. with the holp 

or I.ocl"o ,·,oulrl u'bl."cad in upon the sanctuary of. vo.n1t7 and 

i gnorance• u a nd ,.,h tch woultl use WO?'ds aa Ood uses objects, 

t o i"orce aonsat 1ons e.11cl the ideas a.ttached to them into men•a 

mi nds, voul f orce upon New England the awnken1ng that tbreo 
40 

~onerat1on s of d ivines he.<-1 cal led for 1n vain. 

Looke had said t hnt since t he mind has po innate 1deae 

of i ts orm, 1t is pasaive in reoo1v1ng im!Jress1ons. EdWSl'da 

1~G t ra1nod 1n the aootrine t hat ~.an 1o wholly pass ive 1n 

r ece1v1ng grace and 1a bound to oin if' he tries to 8111'11 hla 

salvo. t1on. Therefore, t1hen he read Locke 19 statement that 

whon s 1mple ideas are of'f'ared to the mind thoy can not be 

refused• altered• nor blotted out. nor oan new ones be made 

by the· m1nd!1 
it was ror b1m a program of' aot1on and a d!r• 

eotivo for living. 

Edwards wrote dmm h1s youtbt'u1 obaervatlona 1n two pa­

pers• t:otea ~n +ba lil,pd and Hotea J!l ffatmial Bodie■• '1'lle 

underlying aiot1ve 1n b1a Motes 111 tbooloe1oal, not pbJ.loaoph-

39p.-z-7 Wlllel', J'anathan Edwads. P• 55. 

40Ib1d. 

413om Loolm, Jm• olt •• PP• 8'•55. 
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ioal. 'r.ho God-consciousness t1a.s 1n tho C!eepest subatrntum 
42 

of' h:ta beina o.nd it colozted every intellectual oonv1otton. 

TJ.1e flotos may 'be v1e 1ed ao n dual ac-:-ieG of rof'lect1ons, 

wh:teh u.x-e oi"ten intermin led, namely idealism and nnt'Ul'a11:sm. 

:c1i:;ards ,;ould not eompnrtn-..ente.lizo his thinking . Be was 1n­

oa:,e.ble of acoe pt 1ng Ch%t1st1en:lty an« physics as sepsrate 

praernisoa . ;'!ii s mi .no. wna so oonst:ttutGcl • • • tbat he went 

1~cctly to the ~s suoo of his eeo, defined them, and asserted 

the h:i.sto1 .. 1e t>rotestnnt. cioctr1ne, 11 f ully n\-;nre of the latest 
43 

dioclosure .. in bo-th psych ology and natural science. 

llis 1deal1um appe::ll'od :i.11 1118 early esoe.y on ''Bcingrr and 

l oo :tr i;he l~otoo ,2S. ~ L11nd . This be.lief', 011e .tundainntal 

t hin1, was that 

the substance of all ood1es 1s the 1nf'1n1tely exact snd 
yreclso, a G pe~fectly 3table idea ln God's mine. to­
cether with Ilia stable will that the same shall be e;r:-ad• 
ually com:mm1oated to us and to other minds., aocorcling 
to certain f1xod and exaot established methods and lawn; 
or, 1n somewhat different langua5e, the infinitely exaot 
~nd precise 1v1ne Idoa, together with a.~ answerable per­
.f'ootly exact, precise and •Stable w1ll., with respect to 
COl"l'8Spondent &sznmm1oattons to ci-eated mlndo and ef'feote 
on thc1r mind. 

Following I,oC'ke 1 s sensational premise, Edwards i,ap that 

corporeal bodies can have no existence other than mentally. 

An early statement 1n tho Notes .en ls!,!!!!!! 1s that "our pet• 

42Aleander v.G. Allen, Jonathan Edward■ (Boston and 
llow York1 Boughton., M:lt'i'ltn and Co • ., l089J • PP• 5-6. 

43Porry l4111er• Jonathan Ec1Wa.rd11., P• .,8. 

44Jonathan Edwardll .11 .22• o1t., P• 17. 
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ceptiona or ideas. that we ~ssivoly r~oe1ve by our bod1ea. 

' · 45 
ar~ communicatod to us 1mm,~1at~ly by God.n Again, he 

I I 

ompbat1cally confirms this, ,jlcielf. when he says: 
I . 

I , 
There never can be '-_D1f id.ea, thought, or act of the 
mind un.less the m1}'f-d :rtrt/t rooe1ved. BO?lle 1deias• from 
sensation. or some other h ray equivalent 1'1here1n the 
f!1ind is wholly ;,.'ios:J,ve 1~ roce1v1ng them.46 

I 

Locke had no~ 'nnawrred tfb.e queatton oonCftl'n1ng the sub-

r;t~.nco o!: Me.tortdl ex1itonce ~\ However, ~1d :1ards said that 
.. I I 

the aou1ethj_ng •\7h1Ch m~st men ~re content to snv is., "ia He , / j I ., 

in wh.CJm a ll things consist. 11 
• »,dwards combined hio idea of . I' 

( . 1 Goel. c.s uJ11versal ~'71stence., t.v th the princlplo derived from 
' I' L:>cke that\ all id.es.di be3in from external sensations. Sensa-
J I 

tion$, t h<irefore , produced by external objects n.re thus at 
1,,,1 I ( I 

onob ies~lved into ~dcas comlng directly to the mind fl'om 
, IJ'7 , / 1 

God• ~ reourron~ theme 1n the Notes 1s that Bodies have 
• I 

nb existence of tb,eil?' own but that nll ex1sto.noe ts mental . . 
r 

' or, ~1deal. Thus, 1he universe 
48 

exists only in the d1Yine mlnd • . 
Locke had argue!A. against the objectivo realit7 ot the 

f49 
secondary qualities •=f :F.dwards applied the same argument to 

I 
primary qual1t1ea--~hose of r1sm-a, motion, extension, and 

I 

solidity--wbich toc;r.e feft outside the mind as qua11tlea ot 

: -~ 
/. 

46Alexander Allen.,·~ on. cit., P• 12. 
i f I..,& -

46 Ibid. , p. l~. Qibted from J:W1ght 1 
• Lit"e, 

I • I , 

4r'7Ib1d•, P• ,.~'4. . ' 
I I r \ 

48Ibld•• ppJ ia-•• 
' 

Appendix P• 886. 

49John Looke. ~• oit., P• M. 
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mater1nl subst ance. FOJ:1 Edwards, however, only by the ldeaa 

or 1mpI•aso1ons ,.,hich tho t\Onao.tton implants in th.o mlnd, oan 

r~mn kno'\v anyth1ni; . The T1ox-ld as rr.an lmov,a it can only be a 

\'101•ld oi' 1 eas., '7h1ch man oo.n Im.ow, not or th1nas which he 

cnn:1ot know. Those qual1t:tos which Locke le:f't outaido the 

minu os sterinl substance, ~dwarde reduced to resistance or 
50 

modes of reaiatonce . To prove thctt reslstance docs not 

exist outside the mine, be pointed. out that ''there tm.1st be 

sometlll11g recinted before there oan be Rea1stanoe; but to B&J' 

Ues1stance is resisted, 1s r1d.1culously to suppose :. eslatance 

bef'ol"e there 1s a11yth:t lg, res'lsted." This is the absurdity 

\1b ch fo lloa s ~hen resistance is outside the mind. However, 

if rcststanco 1s a mode or an idea or is in the mind• then 

r1tbo worlci to • • • an 1oeal one, and the idea ln some mind 

1s the only s ubotanoe. 0 Tho mind 1n which this idea la pres­

ent cannot be a fallible, inexaot. mortal •. finite, human 

mind. Therefore., he concludes the.tit exists only 1n the 
51 

stable Idea in God's mind. 87 this oonolus1on. he ••• ab1e 

to establish his philosophic position or on 1mxterla11am 

based upon a complete denial of our knowledge of matter. 

Prom the sensational ~emlse., he also reaobed bl■ dl■• 

Junot1on of the "good" and bla conoeptlon of the inherent 

good., which. dlatingu.labed f'l"om the obJeot1ve., ooaa1at■ eltbezi 

OO.roaepb L. Blau • .21!• .2!1• • P• 18. 

51Ibld •• P• 13. 
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i n plca .i:m:"o or i n oxcellency . In the aection ent itled 11r:x­

c e l oncy, " t l1e f irst; subject on wh 1oh ilo c mnm1t t e d his v1owo 

t o vn:- -cin8 , bo den,lo '"1t h the problem. of t he 1nhci•en t GOOd. 

lie cam to the c onvi ction t h.at l i f e 1n 1toelt, nlmple exis­

tence , i a t ho h i },hcst .,ood , and, t · e1•ei'ore, t 10 roundat 1on 

of mor al e:;!.oe J.lenoe . Ji':r.i31;ence 1n i t s elf must be the h 1gh­

o:1t ,ood, the ..., aatent ble ssing . S l mile.r1ty, proport1on, 

und , , r mony parta?-ce o f t h nature or Oltoell~nce s 1nco tlle y 

111,:-e e. eoeble to tl"'.et which bas e x1s tonc0. ~ibatever contra-

dlet s hs.r mon.; , or r,er1Ji!:0na or contradicts rela t i ons hips, 

d i minishes t he fulness or e l::is tenoe, and. a ppzaoaches the stat e 
52 

or no ~hln~neos 1hich 1s t hG ~ea.tea t evil. 

¾ocl ic excell ent, simply because lie exists. •!'he quality 

of -ce llenco 1s 1n proportion to the di me nsions of existence. 

Thorerore . s ince God poscossos an 1ntin1te amount or ex1a­

tonoe11 . E> also has a n infinite quality 0£ e xcellence. "All 

excc}llc:>noe e.nd beauty 1s der:i.ved from -litm in the same manner 

as all be1n3 . And nll other excellence 1s in strictness 53 . 
only a shadow of Hia. '' The supreme law or ex1stence is 

t he l aw of love. Thoretoro. love is the h ighest excellency. 

Those conclusione look forward to h1a treatise on the Nature 
54 

o-£ 'rrue Virtue which he wrote 1n bis later 11.te. - - ....,;;;;;;;..;;;__. 

seAlezander Allen, .22• .s.ll•• P• a. 
63Ibtd., PP• e-o. 
61Ib1d•• PP• 9-11. 
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Matm,allsm 

That sense must be 1n ac;reemont with t he nature of things 

is lll'l i ::i.poi•tant princ i ple in Ed ,,azada 1 ph iloaophy. It must 

g i ve accurs:t c representations o:r concrete objeots a nd a right 

untier atand1n:!. of t h1nes 1n i.;e nera.l. F.dt1ar da \'71u.1 Puritan be• 

"rol" he 1-'las Lockean ., ond., t herei'ore., e.11 111n logic brtnga a 

c ondemna·t i c>n ot t hose ,_,.ho hold t hat t he external world 1a 

n ot ext er ,'lal a nd f actual. b'or Jonathnn F.d?l&.rds the world 
55 

'\'la• rea l. "Thlncs ~ e where t hey seem to be:" hie ideal-

1ein wao a s trQta{';ea ., not to deny objective existence. but to 

hal o a r ~irm its exi stence. He had no 1nt~nt1~n of rloutlng 
56 

t he ::;cionoe of the "Causes" or nReo.son of corporeal changes." 

...:von t houeh. mn:t ter i s de.pendent on idea., :can may still talk 

ns though bodi es are Wh8re they a ppear to be. whether &DJ'on• 

percoiveo t hom or not . because man's problem as a sentient 

·beine is to find h1s vay among them. trut·hf'u.117 and without 
57 

Gin. 

uhen Edwards read the Prinoipla., he realized that no 

theolob"'Y would be able to OUl'ViVE> unloaa 1t could be integrated 

wtth the principle that there was no intelligible order apart 
68 

from the actual. 

55eerry • 111er. Jonathan Edwards• -P• 62. 

56Ib1d. 
57 lbld•• P• ea. 
58Ibid • ., P• ''• 
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He acceptec from lie\'lton the f'undamental principle that 

nothing evor como3 to pass w1thout a cause, a principle 

·<1h:teh became fundamental f'or h1s thinking. Puritanism had 

me.de the mistalc:e or bell eving that a cause :i.n one realm can 

cause an effect 1n a totall~ other realm. However, Ed ~ar e 

dre~: u1,on t he tlewtonian conc ept of causali ty and oimpltc1t:, 

01· causes to c ounteract this belier. Tb.ls played an impor­

tant pQl't in h is scr .mons on "Just1f1oat1on By Fa1th." 

He al.so .found 1n Iiewton two primaz-y concepts which would 

i l lustrate t he truth of hie ~orda: atoms and gravity. He 

ot'rered s s:i.gn:i.f1ca11t definition for an atom: "a b~dJ which 

cannot be made losA." 'l'llere!'oro, "a body, no matter what 

aize , that cannot be lesAenod ts a ll the scient~sta mean by 
59 

an atom." Edwards ro.tu.sed to pretend that the questions 

or the cohen1on of atoms and tho universality of ~av1t7 

uere un1mr,ortant or unsolvable. He ventured into no.tu.re. 

where :!owton would not tread. to find the .force that was the 

eau~e of both the cohesion o.t atoms and nlao o.t gravit7. 

But h1s whole outlook wns altered as soon as he realized 

that the atom 1s a concept. It was useful 1n phyaioa simply 

because it played the role of providing a point at which 
60 

rea1atanoe could be concentrated. However. atnoe rea1atanoe 

was found onl.7 1n the mind• the whole question was altered. 

59Ibid •• P• es. 
80Ibtd., P.P• 88-90. 
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'lhere:f'ore. as he aet out to prove the statement that "the 

constant exercise of the In.f'1n1te power of God is neoesauy. 

to pr eserve bodies in he1ng.n he came to the aamo conclusion 

as before. tho basic one for him. that "the true subatance or 
a l l bodi oa 1a the 1nf 1n1tely exact, and proclae, and perfect­

ly a t able Idea i n God 's mind. together with n1s stable 
61 

.. 111. • • •" 

By such arguments, he meant no more than would conf'lrm 

his doctrines. tor. rurltan as he wao. 

t he corporeal world is to no advantage but to the sp1r1t­
uo.l. ·, e ce.n t a lk or r e lated i deas or wo can talk or 
atoms; in oii~er case it la a BJ:>1r1tual system which is 
our subject .... 

To t hink of God as t he creator or t he world, and t.hon nlao 

t F. nste.e;e-me.nager" or srav1ty, would, for J:!dwards., be d!a­

pensin__. V"tt h Hi m altogether. But with the universe as a 

Sj&tom ot st&ble ideas. t hen gravity c ould have the same pro• 
~ 

portions a cross space without any material medium. 

Jonathan Edwards had undcraone an experience that had 

completely reshaped h1o whole mind, with but one exception. 

H1s God•conso1ousneas still remained foremost 1n his mlnd. 

And 1t was shortly atter he discovered Locke, that hia God• 

00nsc5.l'>usneas receiftd a new impetus. 

61Ib1d., PP• 91-92. 

68.roaeph L. Blau, .2.Jl• c1t., P• 14. 

63pen-7 .lis.ller, .;onatban Bd!f£ds, P• 98. 



CHAPTER IV 

!11!m CON. I 'l'I · tU l-iG F l'i.C'l'O'R& Df THE COLLr.GE LIFE 
OF J ONA TUAN ;:;U."IAflta 

Oonvers1on 

One ml ht e xpect t he i ntellectual experience received 

:from i.,ocke and 1ewton t o bave been the sreatest event o~ Ed-

7ards I college life . However. ranking as an equal. 1f not 

,;.roa.1;021 ., :lmportance was his convors:ton. It was the oentral 

t·e c t in h is whole li.f'e and the key to hie thought. By cur• 

r e t cri teria ., one •«ould view Jona.than li.ciwards., a boy of 

twe l ve , as ~l :N>u.cl.y s de dicatecl s pirit to religion. Bowever • . 1 
ho made r i ner d13tinct1one. 

Tha t ho was susceptible to l'EJ11g1ous impressions is 

shown by hi s act1v1t1ea 1n h1e early awakening during boy­

hood . The early 111tluonoes vere not the type that m1sht ap­

pe o.l to oh1ld1sl1 1maa inat1ons., suc;h a s colored windo1rs, long 

aisle:,;., b 1e altars. and 1mpoo1ng a,roh1tecture. Thia a:tmpl7 

di d not exis t in the Ee.s,t \'J'1ndsor parish and even the plain 
2 

meetinghouse itseli" was unfinished 1n his bo7hood. Yet, he 

still considered his early awakenings as shallow and did not 

look upon blmselt an being trul.y converted. 

lo1a E. Ylinelow, Jonathan Edwards (New Yorks J.1aom11lan 
Co•• 1940), P• 74. 

8&.1ezander v.o. Allen. Jonathan Edwarda (Soaton and •­
Yorks Houghton, 111r£11n and Oo •• l889)• P• 28. 



Bts "converalon," aa he called 1t, took plaoe ln the 

followin~ manners 

He was reading one day tho worda of Scripture, •wow UD• 
to t he K1n3 eternal, immortal, 1nvl■lble, the only wlae 
God, be honor and glo~y torever, Am.en," when there oame 
to him f'o:r the 1' 11'st t1me a sort of inward, awe et de• 
light 1n God and divine th1n.:;s. A sense of the divine 
glory was, 03 1t were, diffused through him. Be thought 
how happy be should be 1f he might be awallowee ~P 1n 
him £orevor. Ii'.o began to have an inward, sweet ■enae 
or Christ and tho work or redempt1on1 • • • It aeemd 
to him as 11' he v,ere in a kind or v1a1on, alone in the 
mountatns or some solitary w1lderneaa, oonversing

3
awet• 

ly with- Christ and '91'apt and swallowed up in ooa. 
According to his own statement, this experience took 

pl ace wben he w~n seventeen yeai-a old. However, this was not 

a conversion 1n the uoual sense. '!'here waa no revival, no 

conv1ot1on of sin• no sudden eostaay of torg1veneaa. but Ju•• 

t he 1mmec.'11ate api,r:ttual vS.aloQ.• · Be oould not tell the exaot 

moment at which the new lU'e had begun.J be was brought. •• 

he oaid 1n hla Personal NarratJve, to "new D1apoalt1ona• and. 

a 11new Sense of Things. " 11i'Ol' him the whole of lUe waa al• 

teredJ t lle divine· glory was everywhere s and •1th a f'lnallt7 

of' assurance he knew tbat religion was henaef'orth to be the 
4 

main bua1neaa of bls l~e." 
' 'l'h1a experl.enoe exerted an ln1'1uenoe tbat reaebad ~-

beyond hia own pe1t11onal 11f'e. It beoame tbe oOl'na■to• or 
hla whole ah'llotUNt of' thought, deNnd.nlDg ~ ba■l•• aoll 

only or hla revival preaobt.ng, but alllo ot hi.a l'e11glD118 

3pld•• P• IN• 

•01.a B. Wl1111l011• 9• 21!.•• ·P• "'• 
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philosophy. le fir st tried to search out thi s experience 

and understand it h1M.sel1'; t hen ho endeavored to put it into 

clo c1;r111.e • which beco.me o. life-long ta~lc. One m1.ght almost 

9a,y that "out of' a parc~onal or.iot1onal experience or hla sev-
5 

entecntl'l yeal" ho built a thoolog 1cal eystem. 11 

!t t as natural thst he tm~ to syec.k or this experience 

only in ·the frame of mind in wl",ich he nas raisoa., that ot 

Uo 1 U.:l(:;land ,:uri tanism. •· hel'eac he once den:anded to know 

b·· r.,ha.t rl. ht Gc d chose or rejecte,l men--

I·'l'"O ll my childhood up, my mind bacl b een full :,f obJeot1ons 
a gainst the doctrine or God's sovereignty, 1n choon1ng 
vhom He would to eternal life, and rejecting whom he 
pleased , lenv1fl6 then1 eternally to perish and be ever­
lastinijly torniented in hegl• It usoc. to appear like a 
horrible doctrine to me-• 

be now om·, 1n the di vine sovereignty the raison _g,! :l!iE!, te2 

t ho now f'aith that wo.s in h.1m. He quE>st1oncd no lonzer. but 

r cjoiood in this sovereignty which became "exceeding pleasant. 
7 

b""'lght, and ateot." Rio own mind rested 1n the aasUl'ance 

of God 's justice and reasonableness., and throughout his lif'e 

he did not retroat :from this position. 

'l'hus. this dominant sp1l'1tual quality ot Jonathan Edwardll 

received a re-emphasis. and became a God-intoxication wbiob 

expressed itself' ins sp1i-1tualS.ty of' mind. of' reeling. of' 

aim. and of' action. t r. Esbert Smyth calls this ap11'1tua1 

5 Ibid • ., P• 76. 

6A1exander Allen, .22.• .!ll.•• P• 37. 

'101a Ee Winslow., .22• .s.!1•, P• '14. 
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olom.ent in Edwards " his 11traneoendont sp1r1tua1 personal1t:,. 0 

e.nd s a ys t hat " t he spirit ual elo,nent 1n Edu r ds ls not a more 

:f'a.c ·i;o1'" i n a r eat career , a stra1n 1n a noble cbaraoteJ.11. 11 

He tller. be ompllr o1zes t he f act that "S.t ia his cnlmest mood 

f!R v1el l as b is most 1nipns s 1onod warning or i)le&d1ng• his pro­

foundest reasonilis , h is cleares t inel gl~t. h1e widest outlook. 

I t is t he solid earth on whi ch he trends."8 

Tho s p iritual elomont had always played a la1'ge part in 

his 11fo. ,'Jhila still :tn hie youth• a. sense of' divine th1n:;a 

spr an6 up , after which 

the a ppearance of everything was alteredJ thero seemed 
to be " a o it were. a calm. sweet c~st. or nppeuance of 
div ine · lory 1n o.l1nos t e verything • • • • I often uaed to 
sit a nd view the moon for a lonG time; and in the da7 • 
s pent mu.ch ·t.1me in v1ew1ns the olouda and sky. to behold 
t he sweet glory ot God 1n these things.~ 

t . .tter his conversion. his spiritual r aptures continued 

as he s pent year af'ter :,ear thinking of divine things. med­

i tating and conversing with God in solitary places. He waa 

almost in constant ejaculatory prayer. wherever he happened 

to be. 

These oz:periencea continued even up to the year 1'13'1• 

when. walkins 1n a retired place for prayer and divine 

contemplation• 
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I had a view, that for me was oxtraordin.o.ry, of the 
glory o~ tho Son of God, as mediator between God and 
man, e.nd hS.s v:onderful. great, full, pure • arid sweet 
grace • .•• f elt an ardency of soul to 'be, \7ilat I 
lmow not otllerr:tiso how t o e ;;prEsss II e mptied and annihi- . 
l ated; to be10n t ho ci11st, and to be full of Cm-1st 
a l one •••• 

'l1h.1. spiritual universe, \'1hlah. ,Tona than F.d•,:ardo vividly 

a d. imn1e d i&tel;r apr,.,reha nded o.s the reall·t:, or r ce.11t1es, be­

een:ic t l:le 1nt:er;>1.•eter t himself ..,X all t hnt be d i d and f'elt. 

rto ut1Cers·t e.n<i.iD¢; of h.:ts ineigllt, or :,f his life i tself', oo.n 

be com:pJ.. te w .t hout a realization of t hia su ~reme s 1r1tua1 

not:tvo a n<!. hae1s .fo:r h:la lli'e. Bis God-intoxication o::cught 

t he •:ts ton o:r the d l vine ~l or:y· and tll.e as.suranoo ot bis one­

ne .• a i n spirit \~•U,h t ho holine tH:1 and m:...Jeaty o!' God . This 

e •:pct-1E ice bees.me t!'LC rule by wb1ch ha judgt?Jd anu wrote ur 

all ot her conversions. .41 .. ltbough hia raptures did decrease 1n 

his ~in.t urtt~- yet h1s p~rsonal expe:rtenee of religion re­

Trinlns I a ern.ltionsl c:, q,e:rience slm1lar .1n kind to that or 
his student ·ays. 

'l'bo.t the conversion plaied euch an i ~portant part 1n 

ahfl.~1ng h is life • ~.ay be seen .from the taot that a writer 

like Vernon L. Parrington laments the abange that took plaoe 

1n hia th1nk1na, when ho turned from philosophy, in wh1oh 

he had displnyt>d oreat1ve thinking, to the so-called stilted 

lOR. E. Neighbor• "&hall .Ve Read Jonathan Edwal"de,• 
Review Amt Bxpon1tor • (Apr:tl• J.918) XV• 161. 


