Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
6-1-1956

A History of Concordia College, New Orleans

Henry Niermann
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_niermannh@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

O‘ Part of the History of Christianity Commons

Recommended Citation

Niermann, Henry, "A History of Concordia College, New Orleans" (1956). Bachelor of Divinity. 504.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/504

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.









i ——

3k
questions 168-351 in the Synodical Catechism and memorization of hymns,
Psalms, and Bible passages, Freshmen and sophomores were combined for re-
ligion,

English, German, and Latin were the languages taught. Reisig taught
English to both units while Niermann taught German to both units. Sexta
and Quinta received five lessons of German splece and five lessons of Eng—
lish apieces In Latin the freshmen received six lessons taught by Niermann
and the sophomores received six lessons of latin taught by Reisige Text
books for English includeds Kittredge and Arnold's Mother Tongue, Books I
and IT; Reed's Word Lessons, Parts I, IT, and III; Holmes' Fifth Readers;

and Irving's Sketch Book. Spelling, reading, and written exercises were

the methods of instruction. Textbooks for German includeds Crull's Ishrbuchg

Engelein-Fechner lesebuchy Collar's Eysenbach lessons in German; snd Roch-
lin's Drittes Uebungsbuche The method of instruction was reading, writing,

trandlating, dictations, and compositions. Textbooks for Latin included:
Collar and Daniel, First Year's lating Arrowsmith and Whicher, First Latin

Readings, The methods of instruction were: oral and written exercises,
readings, vocabularies, declensions, conjugations, compositions, and trans—
l=tions,

&ccording to the weekly schedule, other subjects that were taught in-
cluded: history, mathematics, science, singing, and music. Reisig taught
two to three lessons of history to both wnits. Niermarmn taught four lessons
of science to both units. Science includeds zvologys physiology; hygienes
geography; political geography of Europe, Asis, Africa, and Australis; draw-
ings penmanship. Reisig taught everything included under science except
drawing and singing, Niermann taught one lesson of drawing. Sextz was com-
bined with Quinta in physiology, hygiene, geography, drawing, penmanship,
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and singing. Huettmann taught one lesson of singing, Most students were

glven instruction in instrumental music by Prof. Huettmann., Texbooks for
history included: Hansell's High School History of the United Statess énd
King and Ficklen's History of Louisiana. The textbook for mathematics was

Wentworth's Grammar School Arithmetic. Textbooks for science includeds
Steele's Zoology; Blaisdell's Our Bodies; and Mawry's Manual of Geography.
The textbook for music was the Church hymnal,

Thus was the account of work done from 1905-1906, During August of

1906 this information was printed in catalogue form in The Southern Lutheran,

and closed with these remarks:

The School year begins on the second Wednesday in September and ends
about the last week in June. Applicants for matriculation will be
entered by examinstion into any class for which they show themselves
Prepared, A common school training is required for entrance. Those
who are not known to the Faculty must present acceptable testimonials
as to character and, when possible, also certificates from schools

attended in the past.

The basis of promotion is the result of the examination at the end of
the year, combined with the term average. Written reports are issued
at the end of every term to show the record made by the student in
that term. Expences for board for a year of ten months are $60.00;
incidental expences for light, heating and medicine amount to about
$2.00. Tuition charges for one year are $40.00, £11 students intend-
ing to become ministers or teachers may have free tuition, Children
of pastors and teachers of our Synod likewise are admitted to all
classes free of tuition charges. For further information, address the
President

Prof. Chas. Niermann

New Orleans, La.

Already in the year 1505 the Concordia College at New Orleans was dis-
cussed at the Missowri Synod Convention held at Detroit, Michigan. Quite a

lengthy report was made, The gemeral Synod confirmed the founding of the

12phe Southern Lutheran, IV (Auge, 1906), L=Se
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school and promised a subsidy of $5,000 when the College Association turned
the school over to the Southern Districte™>

In January, 1906, the College Association through its Board acquired
four additional lots of ground adjoining the two lots occupied by the pre-
sent College Building., The intention of the Board was to raise the build-
ing and to make other improvements. The plea was made at the time, "Don't
forget to support this our first college in the South and help, as best you
can, to make it a successsil

On Friday evening, February 9, 1906, & special meeting of the College
Association was held in the basement of First English Lutheran Church, Rev,
Franke, pastor. At this meeting twenty members were present, The Rev,
Wegener occupied the chair. After the purpose of the special meeting had
been explained, there was a lively discussion as to the advisability of
turning over the college and its management to the Southern District Synod.
The discussion culminated in the following resolution, which was adopted:
"Resolved, that the College be offered to the Southern District Synod at its
next session.! It was furthermore resolved "that the College Association
continue its work as it has in the past, even after Synod has accepted the
College." This last resolution was adopted on the supposition that the

Association would be a good means to awaken and foster more effectually the

proper interest in the College and its growing needs. A committee was also

elected at this meeting to devise ways and means for raising the necessary

13The uissouri Synod Proceedings, (1905), pp. 53-5ke

irhe Southern Lutheran, IV (Jan., 1906) 3.
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funds for the support of the college. This committee was instructed to re-
port at the next regular meeting of the College Association. Messrs. Gernon,
Gans, and Rischow were elected to serve on this committee.
Prof. O. Reisig who served as one of the editors of the Southern

Iutheran reported concerning the meetings:

It is very much to be deplored that the attendance at this meeting was
not commensurate with the importance of the matter under discussion.
Nevertheless, we are confident that as soon as our brethren become
better acquainted with the importance of our College for the upbuild-
ing of the church in our Southern District, they will also manifest
the proper interest in the causes In the meantime, we commend owr
College to Him, who has bidden us to do the work, and pray Him to make
us ever more zealous in the ca.uig for the extension of His Kingdom and

for the glory of His holy name.

During the early part of the month of February a significant thing took
pPlace: The Texas District was organized. This organizational meeting of
the Texas District took place at 01d Trinity Lutheran Church, Houston, Febru~-
ary 1; to 20, 1906, Rev. Wegener, president of the Southern District, acted
as chairman until the Texas District was organizeds Dr. F. Pieper attended
this meeting. Rev. T. Stiemke read the essay., He had been the first presi-
dent of the Southern District. The election of officers were:s Rev. E. W.
Kramer, presidentg Rev. C. &« Waech, first vice-presidents Reve. F. Wunder-
lich, second vice-president; Rev, H. Studtmann, secretarys and Mr. H. W.
Lottmann, treasurer.

As early as 1904 the Southern District which met at Serbin, Texas, had
decided by a vote of forty-one to four to petition the General Synod for a
division in the Southern Districtes The following year the General Synod met
and the petition was granted. The great underlying rea.'son for a division of

Ep;ig_.,-xv (Mar., 1906) 2.
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the Southern District was that it covered too much territory. It extended
from Elpaso to the Atlantic Ocean. The area of the state of Texas was about
265,000 square miles. The area of the states east of Texas was approximately
the same, The population of Texas in 1900 was 3,048,710, The population
was 7,606,465 in the other states.l6

At the time the Southern District was divided in 1906, Texas District
had 13,832 members, 7,250 commmicants, and 1,739 parochial school children,
The Southern District had 8,26l members, l,700 communicants and 1,811 paro-—
chial school children.l’

President Wegener at the firat meeting of the Texas District pleaded
that the brethren in Texas would remember the co:l.'l_.ege in New Orleans with
gifts and ho:,m;.l8

& few days after the Texas District met for the first time, the Seven-
teenth Conference of the Southern District was held at St. John!s Lutheran

Church in New Orleans from February 22-27, 1996. - The report was made that
the General Synod had decided to give $5,000 as z subsidy for the school at
New Orleans, It was at this conference that the District, realizing the
great significance of the one and only institution in the South, took over
Concordia College as its institution.l’

During the month of March and following, the Concordia College under-
went =z thorough renovation., Even though the college building was two stories,

16¢. He Bewle, Missouri in Texas: (Austing The Steck Compemy, 1952),
PPe T0 f£f.

17Statistical Yearbook (1906); pe 135.
18rhe Texas District Proceedings (1906), pe 55.

197he Southern District Proceedings (1906), pe 67e
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the lower story was uninhabitable because it was entirely too low., The
first necessity was to raise the building about four feet, This was done,
The carpenters were busily engaged in fitting out the first story for class-
rooms, dining-room, and kitchen. When it was finished it was indeed a
building of which to be proude

During the latter part of March, the Concordia College Association
held its annual meeting, Friday evening, March 23, at the school rooms of
St. John's Church, Although the college had been turned over to the Sou=
thern District Synod, the Association continued its work in t}_:e interest of
the institution. At the meeting some of the pastors, teachers, and lay-
members of the various local congregations were present., Mr. E. Ge Bruenig,
the Financial Secretary, reported a surplus in the building fund of about
$250.,00, but a deficit in the current expense fund of about $80.00. Besides
this deficit there still rested upon the college property a debt of several
thousand dollars. It was mentioned that a detailed report of the finances
would be published later. In the meantime, the auditing committee, composed
of liessrs. O, M. Lind and Bugene Vix were instructed to examine the books
of the Financial Secretary and the Treasurer, and to report to the meeting
of the Board of Directors at their next meeting. At az previous meeting of
the association, lir. G. Gernon, lr. E. We Gans, and lMr. E. W Rischow had .
been appointed to devise ways and means for raising the necessary funds for
the support of the collegees They recommended a method known as the "Envel-
ope System," They were instructed to put this plan into execution. &b
this meetiné some time was taken up by the elsction of officers. It resul=-
ted in the election of all new meng Rev, He He Hartmann, Presidents; O, M.
Lind, Financial Secretary; and P, Thoele, Treasurer. The hope was expressed
that all the Lutheran people, not only of New Orleans, but throughout the
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South, would come forward in supporting Concordia College, which had now
become an established institution for the education of the young men for the
Lutheran ministry and the office of teacher in the parochial schools, Con-
cerning the training of workers it was stateds

There is great need for more ministers and teachers, especially also

here in the Souths The demand in this respect far exceeds the supply.

Experience has taught us that, if we want men to work in the South, we

must get Southern boys to study at a Southern College, We now have

such a college here in New Orleans. Iet us give it our s o« It

is owr college; it deserves our support, and it needs it.

In the summer of 1906 an extensive financial report was published. It
was stated that until recently the college was under the management of the
college-association, but now the Synodical Board has taken charge. The Sou=-
thern District was responsible for the management and maintenance of the col-
lege in every respect.

As to the financial standing of the college, the following statement of
assets and liabilities at the time of the transfer of the college property
to the Southern District,was givens

Assetss

Cash in the Bank $ 3ke35
Building and Two Lots

(Cost and Improvements) 5,642.00
Four Additional ILots, Cost 1,750.00

$7,426.35

Liabilities:
Notes at i per cent interest 3,600,00
Loana, no interest 2,050,00
Bills due 430,98
$6,080.98

In order to meet the obligations of the second school year, $500.,00

201bid., IV (April, 1906) 3-h.
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had to be borrowed. The salary of the two professors which amounted to
$110.00 rer month was paid every month, There were some necessary repairs
on the college building which amounted to an additional expense of $100,00.
It was stated in this financial report that in September another class would
be added to the present two, and in order to save expenses the two profes-
sors would do the work of three in attending to three classes, The Missouril
Synod had promised $5,000 to pay for the college building, but it was stated
that this amount would not be available until $110,000 for all the colleges
of the Synod had been collected. At the end of this financial report the

assurance was mades

Of course, there is no question that we will receive these $5,0004,00,
but even then our building fund will be in the arrears to the extent
of $1200, We should try to raise, at least, this amount of $1200 for
the building fund, At the same time our regular current expenses
should not be overlooked, The college needs at least $125 every month
for current expenses., We call attention, in this respect, to the cir-
culars and envelopes being sent out for this purpose by omr College
Association. Iet all our people take an interest in this matter and
contribute according to their means, Then there will be no difficule-

ty in raising all the necessary funds.21

Just a few days before the opening of the third school year, the
Louisiana Pastoral Conference met at St. John'!s I.u'l‘.her.an School from August
28-30, 1906, The major part of the last day's session was devoted to the
needs of Concordia College. A brief review of the school was given, It
was stated that the yellow fever scare has "more or less" hindered the coming
of new students from Texas and elsewhere, "Nevertheless," it was stated,
"fe are not growing discouraged by all our difficulties, real or imagined,
but we intend, by the help of God to advance and continue and prosecute
the work with more zeal and devotion than heretofore." It was reported

21_12_120, Iv (&ug.. 1906) 3'




