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DtRODUCTICII 

Jn ta1dng up a study ot U'(t!!.'/WI :In Iuke-Act■, one 1..U..telJ' 

confronts a rmmbar ot problma. Ia there _an no1ut1.cm ot tboaght &boat 

VYf~y,t :In the canonical wriwr■t Bl• tact that l!IOll8 Biblical mt.ea 
"" . 

present a more definite picture at the lfy'.q~.c. than other■ help■ ... 

acholara see contracl1ct1on■J others aea a cllmtlopment ot thought. 

Kirsopp Lake, tor uample, Ne& an evolution ot thoupt about 

,rv.g~,< trom the· SJDoptia Ooapela to t.he Paul.1ne Bpi:at.le■ ml Act■ to 
1 ~ 

t.he Johann1na vitinga.. 1bat there :la a dittarence 1n the l[)Ci vu., 
aoncept 1.n the writings ot Luke, Paul and John 1a quite clear. Bat 1t 

will not, ba within tba scope ot thia thaa1.a to diacuaa this 1.ntereatina 

probiam. 
Hor w1.l1 n attarf,t to daterillne tbe alleged 1ntl.uenca ot OrNk 

and Pera1an phlloaoph7 and ral1g1.on 1.n Luka•a tbaoloa. There w1l1 be 

"" . 
a brief mention of the uaa ot 2fV"4!14«f\ in Sto:la ~loaopb¥ and iD tbe 

mystery rel:lpona in the first cbap~, but. be;Jand tbat tld.a atudJ' n1l 

not 'V8Dtura. 

1. ct. p. J. foakea Jackacm and 11raopp lake, J!'d:ltora, !!!! Blglmdn1a 
ot Cbriatian:lty, Bia Aata !!_! t.he Apoatlea, v, PP• 10$-110. 



'Dia cb1'!' conaern ot tld.■ inveat.ip.tian will be 'the WN:a:lng 
,.: 

an4 UN" ot 7ft'f!r{/IR( 1n ~Act■• ·• ■ball diaau■II ·the tena cm tile 

ballia ot all the rel.avant pas•se• 1n ordtil' to dnend.ne the aen• 

~ aan•a in which Luke uaea it and then proceed to a conllideration 

. ot 8C11118•.of the larger problma connected 1'1.th the ccmcept • . 

Olla ooulil alao perhaps dra up a doctrine ot the Bol¥ Spirit .. : . 
aacord1ng· to ~•• but it 8NID8 to this writer tba~ such~ ~t~t, 

· to ~ti•• would be a bit. mjuat to Luke 111nae be appann~ did 
• I • • I • . . 

not, end•vor to set forth 1'ulq the doctriDe mmtionecl. '!be picture 

ot the ·9p1r1t•a activity' 1n_~Acta --■ to 1:>9 more ~t ~ re~ : 
• J • 1 I I : •' I : 

than mi· uplanation. 

1fa might alao mant.ion what ia already obrioua, and that :l■ that . . 
tb1a atucv aaaumaa "that Luke ia tbe author ot both tbe Qoapal ot Luke 

and of the boot ot Acta. 

• 



'1'111 PIIBUlfl D LUD-AC'l'S 

J. General Background ot the lZ" JM~'M Oonaapto 

"" Batortt aandn1ng the actual UH ot the tem uve,,1# in tuke-

Acta, it DIil' be wall to ask a number ot queationa. lbat COD"'91)t at 
•\ 

7ZYCIIY" did Iuke and b!a Nlldm-a reaeive from their cultural sar-

roundingat lbat were the intluencea which contributed to their tbinla­

ing on this nbject? Ras much did these intluances affect the tb1rllm-

1ng ot these ear~ Christiana? 

There waa of courae the influence of the Old Testament. 'fhe 1I01'd 

Spirit ( g•,:1) 111 the Old Testament orig.tnaU,- meant breath or'!!!!! 

and grad~ waa uaed alao tor the aelt or the aeat ot life. or tbe lite 

principle it..U. Through the bold antbropomorpb1• ot the Sebren, 
2 

1] q ) •• ff8D appliacl to 00d blmaelt., . 

!he p i ) ti.rat at all waa t.hought ot as tbe guiding and ._. 

taiDing principle ot the universe. It •• alao uaed to deam.be tbe 

power of God at work :ID a p•aon I a lite.. take a.ya, "The Spirit. or 

a-eath ot Ood waa rttgarded 1n anoimt tillea aa tbe inatruaent. b7 wb:lah 

God worked. '1'brougla 1t.· God intluencacl and controlled the heroic ftgarea 

2. llalanchthan w. Jacobus, alitor-iD-Chiel, A Standard Blble Diction-
!!%, P•, 3Ja9. - -

1 



31. 

Tho nm paaaagea to consider are,.lct.s s,, 17•19• HeN Paul 

recaivea• the spirit• fl'om Ananias tt,roufth th11 rite ot the laying 

on ot bands. But. note here that thia ri~ 1a aloaeq connected 

with th~ words ot pardon, and absolution which Ananias apeaka to 

Paul indicating Ood1a torgiveneaa. Paul1a receiving or ·the Spirit 
Sia 

is his conversion. Baptism UIIIIICliatel;y tollolled. Rote that t.'lare 

is no Bention ot spacial charisnatic gifts. 

Acta 10, bS1 Here 118 tind Pe1;er in ·Joppa-with a man named 

Cornelius. While Petar was preaching to Cornelius and 110119 ot hie 

tri.ands, the Holy Spirit f'ell on all •o heard- the 110rde Peter and 

his associates wero quite amazed ·when th81' heard these Oentilaa 

speaking in tonauea and utolling Oocl. So Peter declared, 11am any 

one torbid water -tor bapt1z1ng ttaese people who have receiftd the 

Holy Spirit just aa 118 havet" And ao th8J" were baptized. 

'l'he re~erance hare ia plainly' to chari:J11&t1c gift.a. Notice 

ago.in the phrase •the Ho~ Spirit.. tell on all who heard.• Wote also 

that neither bapt1a no1• the laying on ·o.f hands is mentioned in con­

nection with the coming ot the Spiri\e· 

Lenski baa ~ia fine rei,-arka 

All tho• who heard, Petar in the house ot Cornelius 
had faith and nre. •vad before the Spirit came and gave 
them the abiU.ty to ap•k with tongues. • • 'l'h1a falling 
ot the Spirit upon people, this charianatio gift ot the 
Spirit, is entirely !lf)V&W fr01!1 tbe Spirit•• reception 
by faith ~or aal'V&tion and by baptia for n1enerat1~ 
anc1 ren811'1ng •• •SS · 
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Schlatter also }'10ints out that t.he praaftl'lce of -the 81ft ot 

the Spirit did not Jnake bap.tien unnocaslllll"".f• Be aa;ra, 

Die apostoliaohan t&aeiner haban :ln der Taufe 
Jesu Tat und Gabe gesaben, ciurah die er una •sa, 
wie er sich 1u uno und unserer Suende stelle1 daa 
er Bia dem Reuign vergebe und den, der au 1hlll kolllle, 
rein mache. Darum erschien 1.hnan ·c1a, wo ·dar Oaist 
waltate, dio Taute n1cht ala leer und uebertlueasig, 
well der Oaiat n1cht von Christ.us •1Nlgfuahrt1 aon­
dem zu 1hm bin, nicht von sm.nem Verge1fl absiebt, 
sondern uns :ln dasselbe hinein ve;rsetzt. 

Acts )1, 281 "And one or them named Agabua stood U!) and fore­

told by' the Spirit that ther.e 110Uld be a areat lamina over all. the 

wor-ldJ and this took place 1.n the .m17s or Claudiua. 11 

Here again we i'lave a ,·ererence to a special c:l,rt. This t.:!Jr.e 

it is t.he Rift of prophecy. 

Acts ll, 9-111 Paul, tilled witb the Holy Spj.rit1 causes 

ElyJnas the usician to he blind for a time. There is no special 

rite connected with th1o story, but. the Spirit aimpq fills Paul 

so that he performs this miracle. Again, this ia a reference to 

a special eitt of the Spirit. 

Acts 131 S21 Here i a j•tst ~ simple reference to the tact that 

the disciples were filled \"ll t h joy and with the Ho~ spirit. lo mm­

tion or cherismatic sifts is connected with this presence of the 

Spirit. 

\'le come new to perhaps the 111ost cli..fticult passage, one which 

has led int.erp1•etvs on 1118.DY' paths. The passage is Acts 19, 1-7. 

Here w have this ·remarkable ator.,. Paul Cllll8 to Bphesia and ran 



80IIIBi diadples. Dar!ng bis aonvar•tion with· th•, he•*• th• 

:lf they bad reaeived the Rol.J' Spirlt. ,phm they ~avad. 1'heae 

disciples them ei,VII t.his ~118 .an__., •o, w have not heard 

that there is a Holy Spirit.• lfbareapon Paul asks the mto what 

baptiaa th97 had been baptized. When be 'b•rd that th••• men were 

baptized with John•• bapt.i111 ot repantance, Paul explained bow 

John ws the forerunner ot Jesua. These dtaciplea then wanted to 

be bapt.i.zed ill the _name ot Jesus and Paul. did baptise the. Paul 

also laid bis hands upon th•, and the Ro~ Sp1rit came upon th• 

manifesting bis preaenae iD the apealciDg with tonsuea and prophecy. 

Th• problem here 1a that these men were def1n1 ~ called 

disciples, and yat, they mid that the:, had not heard tt-.at there 

wa3 a Ro)¥ Spirit. ,ust what did that mean by that? 

Schaller baa this explo.'1&tion.. mien Paul ask~ whether th,ae 

disciples had received the ff~~ Spirit when they beUevecl, ha did 

not mean to iq>l.7 that it was posaible to come to faith without re-, . . 
caiving the Spirit. such a ~temant would have contrad1.oted Paul1s 

other writings (1 Cor. 121 31 lo one can -,-, •Jesus ia 1.¢" a­

aept by the Rol¥ Spirit.). Hor did Paul baVe any umisual •81:111111 

for lz:,e:;;&,;.,,:<•cTe ,- ·• Paul meant taith• 1n Obrist Jesus. 

lbat happened. •a that Paul had quit.a a coayaration with the• 

disa1-plea, more than is recorded in the tat by Luke. In~• oour• 

ot the oonver8'1,tiOD~ Paul iDquires 1:f f,Jlay had experiaaced -, •~ 

ordinary manifestations of the B~ _Spint at the time ot their con­

vera:lon. And tb'1r an&NJ" is that the7 had no\ heard ~ •DI' such 



. S7 
apec:la1 gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Scballer tbinka too that Paul1a question •• qui~ nat~ 

tor that day. 1.'baae special Bi,tta ot the Sp1r1t wre rath• rre-, . . 

lS 

quent occurrences. At lea~ thia is the impression gathe1"ecl trcm 

Acta and £1'011 Paul• a discussic;m ot tban 1n l Cor1nth1ana 12. Such 

manifestations were also astounding and C41,used. ama._ant wherever 

th~- appeared. It •s therefor, ver:, natural that the:, should be 

an outstanding topic of conversation, and that Paul -~ou14 be in-
SB 

terested to lmow it an:, had appNrad 1n Bpheau■11 

Schlatter agrees with the t'irat. part of Sahaller•a ana~a-.­

namaq, that Paul1a que8'1on referred to spec:lal Ri,fta. ait Schlat­

ter thi~s that when Paul got into the spiritual history ot these 

disciples a bit ~e, !:a• found that. th8J'. had not receivt!d a correct 

bapt.ia. They had received Jobn•a ) ,apt1•J but since th81' had not 

received the Spirit and ware not nm aware ot the fact that 00d 

not on1¥ sends his Son, but a.lso His Spirit into t.&e heart.a ot men, 

Paul. concludes ~t their baptia •• not; .Sllfftoient. So, PW&ul 

bapt1Hcl them 1D the .name ot Jesus and acc011P,&nied thia baptiam 

wit.h the 1~·1ng on ot hands. When the Spirit did coma, He came with . . S9 
special gifts of spaald~a 1n tonps and propbeQYe 

Ianaki agrees 110l'e with Schlatter than with Scballar. .Landi 

thinks that Paul•• asking wbat had happened when these cU,sciplaa 

nre conwrted, ~t type of mamteatation -bad oocurred-it aDY'• lt• 

ter the d1aciplea1 aurpr1sina ananr and some further qu.eation1ng1 



Paul a.nr that these men bad not nm naa:lfld a r~ bapt.iua, the 

bapti• ot John. Someone had proba'bq 311st; aid to. th• that ba 

•a baptizing th• with John•s bapt1•• At lNat that •a all they. 

knew. The Spirit-1.a IIUl9 bad evidentl7 not been aentionect. And ao 

Paul explained John•a baptia to these men and lhoncl them ~hat. it 

as more than a mre ~ aparatum. 

And ao, .attar Paul showed them that th97 had no real bapti• 

because tbay kn• nothing ot the Hal¥ Spirit, these man nre bap­

tized 1n the name -ot Jaaus and receincl the ~1'1,t with tha laying 

on or hands. In this case, again,. tbe Spirit 8boll8d his praaence 
t,o 

in the speaking 'Ir.I.th tongues and prophaay. 

From these comments, one might suppose that what happened w s 

that Paul began by aaking tba usual question, "Were there any spec:la1 

manifestations of tbe Spirit when you were convartecl"I" Paul took 

these disciples to be real believers. 911; when the disciples aa1d 

that the., had nner h•rd ot the Boq Sp1r1t and that the onq thing 

they ranembered about their bapti111 was that it waa ~ the name of 

John, then Paul an that the quest~on nano longer cne ot special 

gifts. These people wre apt'W11.q 1porant ot the Hol¥ -Sp1r1t. 1'he,' 

bad perhaps bam baptised by' aome obscure mar.;bera. ot John'~ di~ple■ 

who had not become discipl'l& ot Jesus as did the rest or thau. .And 

so, after some instruction, Paul baptized these men 1n the name ot Je-. 
sua. Paul then put. his hands on them., and thq received. the. B~ 

SpiritJ they even· received special g:ltts. 

60. Lenski, ~• -cit., ·PP• ·180-"l85. · 
61. p. & KrW-im, Populu, Comantaq C?£ !!!!. Bible, l!!!. !!!! ~ 

IIIIUi I, PP• 629-630. · · · 
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To conclude tbia little cliaouaa1on on the -problas cormacted 

with the ra_capt1cm and 1an1raatat.1on of the lloq Spirit, we e.'mll 

draw the tolloldng eoncluaiona trQla the passages w have examineda 

1. 'l'ha g1tt, ·•of the Spirit 1a the Spirit Himself'. 

2. The Spirit• s activity 1n persona 1R!s varied. 

a) The Sp1r1t •a ac:tiva 1n the converaion and consequent 
nar lite ot all who believed. 

b) In some, the Spirit also manifested Himself in spacial 
g:lft;a which we call charismatic g:ltt;a. 1'heae chari~ 
mat1c gifts were gift.a of prophecy-, speaking in other 
tongues or langl'lagea, ecstatic speech llhich praises 
Gad, and other miraculous ponra. 

c) The Spirit was present :In a gt"aatar measure at times 
to help au-iatiana meet opee1al trials or special 
taaka. 

J. 'l'he type of activity is determinad by Ula contm of an,y . . 

pasaage. 

4. 'l'ba baptism with the Spirit which Jeaua prom.sad his . . 
disc:iplas was a spacial outpouring ot -the Holy Spi1-it 

man1.teat.1ng itself 1D char1t11111tic a:S,tta. 

S. 'l'he Spir:l.t as receind 1n 'VBrioua ways. Some received the 

Spirit through bapt,ism, others through the laying on ot 

hands, and still others withOut Ri:ther ba.ptiS111 or the la1-

1Dg on ot harads being spacU:l.calq lilent.i.oned. 
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Ccmcluaicn 

We have taken up the problm .of the ua and meaning ot 

Tra'l&(d 1n Luke-lats and a t• ot the problama connactecl with 

the reception.and activity ot the >z:r@ff4 • Althoush tha die­

cusaion has not been exhaustive,, wa have rmahed SOM P,enel'Rl. 

conclu:d.ons. 

The material ,in the t1rat chapter S.lluatrat.ed the conclusion 

that tho world in Luke• D day .was not ignorant of the nrut« con­

cept. In £act, sc:me ot the idu.s about llYW9' cir~lating among 

the paoplo were not too unlike tbosa presented by' Luke. 

fie then grouped all the paa:sagea in ~ke-Aota dealing ldth 
,'\ '11Y( 'IN" to show the various ,ray'& 1n which Luke used the word•, 

,'\ . 
From ·t.uke1a use ot7JVIUJlrJ. n, in turn, att8111!'ted to define 

I\ " ' . 7Nf!"!!# • Lake apparently used )ZW!cl#r/1 1n three senses. 11rat ot_ 

all, )'Jve1,.c.16 meant the life principle, the acul, ·the-om,oalte ot 
'\ 

11esb and the body'.- Secondly, TfYY!!/11,f meant an inv:lsible being• 

The majority ot passa~es using the term in thia sense referred .to 

evil beings, spirit■ with great ev1l pcmars• The third 111eaning ot 

?D11i~,.,,, ns a spirit from 00d or Ood Rl.maelt. 'fttla use ot tt'~#4 
' . . 

genoral.lf had _th• adjective ~ "" v connect.ad 111 th it. 

And in tba f1Dal chapter•• t.r.lecl to ohc,w ttiat the 9!>1r1t 

was manU'eatecl :ln various ways. Sometimes it na :ln conn~tion with 

the. convarsion and sanotitication ot a paraonJ at other times it•• 



in connection with special gifts ot apealr:lns, propheey, and ot!"aer 

miraculous power£J.· The reception of the Spirit. •a alao 'WU'ied. 

Some people received t.he Spirit through ba:ptisra,· ~me t.hrc,ugh the 

layinR c:,n or hn.'lds,· and others wi tJ1out any of tbese rit.eat 

The general picture· 1s that people· do not; bave the ltr«7'«,; • 
L-ut the ur&:,,,.c (good or evil) poasaaaea people. 'this is particularlJ' 

important tor thG picture_ ot t.lie llrfWH! ~l:'aY • The Spirit ~a­

sosses pGC;ple and uses them !or 't,he good purposes ot Ood. And when­

ever there is a special task; trial, or i:,,al, the Spirit; rills people 

"1 t.h the neces38rY' pOffer~ Th~s must have been a com.fort and a chal• 

len~ to the early Christiana. 

A study' of t!ds kind naturalq opens up many 1>r.oblems and 

questions of greater or lesser proportion, but •• shall have to 

content, ourselves with th1.s generai survey. 
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