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INTRODUCTION

In taking up a study of LY&yual in Iuke-Acts, one immediately
confronts a number of problems. 1Is there an evolution of thought about
Eﬂ:\‘.’.éﬂ. in the canonical writers? The fact that some Biblical writers
present a more definite picture of the j gy than others helps some
scholars see contradictions; others sse a development of thought.

Kirsopp lLake, for example, sees an evolution of thought about
mm from the Synoptie Gospels to the Pauline Epistles and Acts to
the Johannine wr:lt:lngs,. That there is a difference in the Mﬂ
concept in the writings of Luke, Paul and John is quite clear. But it
will not be within the scope of this thesis to discuss this interesting
problem,

Nor will we attempt to determine the alleged influence of Greek
and Persian philosophy and religion in Luke's theology. There will be
a brief mention of the use of yyyuyd in Stoic philosophy and in the
mystery religions in the first chapter, but beyond that this study will
not venture.

1, Cfe F« Js Foakes Jackson and Kirsopp Lake, Editors, The Be ngs
of Christienity, The Acts of the Apostles, V, pp. 105-110."




The ch:le.f concern of this investigation willl be the meaning
and use of )Tyadyyy in Luke-Acts. We shall discuss the term om the
basis of all the relevant passages in order to determine the sense
or senses in which Luke uses it and then procesd to a consideration
.of some of the larger problems connected with the concept.

One could also perhaps draw up & doctrine of the Holy Spirit
according to Luke, but it seems to this writer that such an attempt
to systmtiaewu]ﬂbeautunjustt;ghh since he apparently did
not endeavor to set forth fully the doctrine unt.i::md. The picture
of the Spirit's activity in Luke-Acts seems to be more of a record
than an' explanation. ‘_ '

Ve might also mention what is already olivioua, and that is that
this study assumes that Iuke is the author of both the Gospel of Luke
and of the book of Acta.



THE PNEUMA IN LUKE-ACTS
I. General Background of the Lvayud) Concept

Before examining the actual use of the term m in Luke-
Acts, it may be well to ask a number of questions. What concept of
Lvélus id Iuke and his readers receive from their culturel sur-
roundings? What were the influences which contributed to their think-
ing on this subject? How much did these influences affect the th:l.nk-
ing of these early Christians?

There was of course the influence of the 0ld Testament. The word
Spirit ( [779) in the 0ld Testament originally meant breath or wind
and gradua;.ly was used also for the self or the seat of life or the life
principle itself. Through the bold anthropomorphism of the Hebrews,

H‘ZJ was even applied to God himaelf.e

The _ 779 first of all was thought of as the guiding and sus-
taining pr:ln;:lple of the universe. It was also used to describe the
power of God at work in a person's life. ILake says, "The Spirit or
Breath of God was regarded in ancient times as the instrument by which
God worked. Through it God influenced and controlled the heroic figures

2. Melanchthon W. Jacobus, Editor-in-Chief, A Standard Bible Diction-
ary, pe 3u9. TN
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Schlatter also points out that the presence of the gift of

the Spirit did not make baptism unnocessary. He says,
Die apostolischen Kaenner haben in der Taufe

Jesu Tat und Gabe gesehen, durch die er uns sage,

wie er sich zu uns und unserer Suende stelle, dass

er sie dem Reuign vergebe und den, der zu ihm komme,

rein maches Darum erschien ihnen ‘da; wo der QGeist

waltete, dio Taufe nicht als leer und ueberfluessig,

well der Geist nicht von Christus wegfuehrt; son-

dern zu ihm hin, nicht von seinem Verge bgg abzieht,

scndern uns in dasselbe hinein versetzt.

Acts 11, 28: %And one cf them named Agabus stood up and fore-
told by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the
worlds énd this tock place in the days of Claudius."

Here azaln we have a reference to a special gift, This time
it is the gift of praphecy.

Acts 13, 9-113 Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, causes
Elyinas the magician to bhe blind for a time. There is no speciel

te connected with this story, but the Spirit simply fills Paul
so that he performs this miracle, Agzain, this is a reference to
& special pift of the Spirit.

Acts 13, 521 Here is just a simple reference to the fact that
the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. No mem=-
tion of cherismatic gifts is connected with this presence of the
Spirit.

e come now to perhaps the most difficult passage, one which
has led interpreters on many paths. The passage is Acts 19, 1~7.

Here we have this remarkable story. Paul came to Ephesus and found

56, Schlatter, ops cit., pps 919-920.



some disciples. During his conversation with them, he asked them
if they had received the Holy Spirit when they believeds These
disciples then give this astounding answer, "No, we have not heard
that there is a Holy Spirit." Whersupon Paul asks them into what
baptism they had been baptized. When he heard that these men were
baptized with John's baptism of repentance, Paul explained how
John was the forerummer cf Jesus. These disciples then wanted to
be beptized in the name of Jesus and Paul did baptize thems Paul
also laid his hands upcn them, and the Holy Spirit came upon them
manlfesting his presence in the speaking with tongues and prophecy.

The problem here is that these men were definitely called
disciples, and yet they said that they had not heard that there
was a Holy Spirite Just woat did they mean by that?

Schaller has this explanation. When Paul asked whether these
disciples had received the Holy Spirit when they believed, he did
not mean to imply that it was possible to come to faith without re-
ceiving the Spirit. Such a statement would have contradicted Paulls
other writings (1 Cor. 12, 3: No one can say, "Jesus is Lord" ex-
cept by the Holy Spirit.). Nor did Paul have any unusual meaning
for JreoredeiyTes o Paul meant faith in Christ Jesus.

What happened was that Paul had quite a conversation with these
disciples, more than is recorded in the text by Luke. In the course
of the conversation, Paul inquires if they had expérienced any extra-
ordinary manifestations of the Holy Spirit at the time of their con-
version. And their answer is that they had not heard of any such

T
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special gifts of the Holy Spirit. :

Schaller thinks too that Paul's question was quite natural
for that day. These speclal gifts of the Spirit were rather fre-
quent occurrences. At least this is the impression gathered from
Acts and from Paul's discussion of them in 1 Corinthians 12, Such
ranifestations were also astounding and caused amasement wherever
they appeareds It was therefore very natural that they should be
an outstanding topic of conversation, and that Paul should i;e in-
terested to know if any had appeared in Ephesus.sa

Schlatter agrees with the first part of Schaller?'s analysis—
namely, that Paul's question referred to special gifts. But Schlate-
ter thinks that when Paul got into the spiritual history of these
disciples a bit more, he found that they had not received a correct
baptism. They had received John's baptismj but since they had not
received the Spirit and were not even aware of the fact that God
not only sends his Son, but also His Spirit into the hearts of men,
Paul concludes that their beptism was not sufficient, So, Paul
baptized them in the name of Jesus and accompanied this baptism
with the laying on of hands. When the Spirit did come, He came with
special gifts of speaking in tongues and prophew.sg

Lenski agrees more with Schlatter than with Schaller. Lenskl
thinks that Paul was asking what had happened when these disciples
were converted, what type of marifestation had occurred—if any. Af-
ter the disciples! surprisinz answer and some further guestioning,

57‘ Sehallar, e C1tsy PPe 238-239.
5Ge Ibidey, PP m.
59. Schlatter, op. cit., pps 987-989.
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Paul saw that these men had not even received a real baptism, the
baptism of John. Someone had probably just said to them that he
was baptizing them with John!s baptism. A‘t least that was all they
knews The Spirit's name had evidently not besen menticned. And so
Paul explained John's baptism to these men and showed them that 1%

was more than a mers cpus operatum.

And s0, after Paul showed them that they had no real baptiam
because they knew nothing of the Holy Spirit, these men were bap-
tized in the name of Jesus and received the Spirit with the laying
on of handse In this case, again, the Spirit showed his presence
in the speaking with tongues and prophecy.éo

From these comments, one might suppose that what happened was
that Paul began by asking the usual question, "Were there any special
manifestations of the Spirit when you were converted?® Paul took
these disciples to be real believerse But when the disciples said
that they had never heard of the Holy Spirit and that the only thing
they remenbered about their baptism was that it was in the name of
John, then Paul saw that the questicn was no longer one of special
giftse These pecple were actually ignorant of the Holy-Spirit. They
had perhaps been baptiszed by some obscure members of John's dizgiplos
who had not become disciples of Jesus as did the rest of theme And
so, after some instruction, Paul baptized _t,heae men in the name of Je-
suse Paul then put his hands on them, and they received the Holy
Spirity they even received special gifts.

60, Lensk:l, » 'EZL'b_o, PPe '780-?85- -
6. P. B. Kretszmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, The New Testa~

M' Is PPe 629"630.




31

To conclude this little discussion on the vroblems connected
with the reception and manifestation of the Holy Spirit, we shall
draw the following conclusions from the passages we have exanineds

1. The gift of the Spirit is the Spirit Himself.

2. The Spiritis activity in persons wes varied.

a) The Spirit was active in the conversion and consequent
new life of all who believed.

b) In some, the Spirit also manifested Himself in special
gifts which we call charismatic giftss These charis-
matic gifts were gifts of prophecy, speaking in other
tongues or lanpuages, ecstatic speech which praises
Gcdy and other miraculous powers.

¢) The Spirit was present in a greater measure at times
to help Christians meet gpecial trials cor special
taskse

3. The type of activity is determined by the context of any
pasalige-

L. The baptism with the Spirit which Jesus promised his
disciples was a special outpouring of -the Holy Spirit
manifesting itself in charismatic gifts,

5. The Spir:lt; was received in various ways. Some received the
Spirit through baptism, others through the laying on of
hands, and still others without elther baptisu or the lay-

ing on of hands being specifically mentioned.

] T ] AT
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Conclusion

We have taken up the problem of the use and meaning of
né_"m_ in ZLuke-Acts and a few of the problems connscted with
the reception.and activity of the yywpuy( « Although the dis-
cussion has not been exbaustive, we have reached some peneral
conclusions. '

The meterial .in the first chapter illustrated the conclusion
that the world in Luke's day was not ignorant of the pyaly con=
copte In fact, sume of the ideas sbout yygiys circulating among
the people were not too unlike those presented by Lukes

Ve then grcuped a8ll the passages in Lyke-Acts dealing with
wééﬂ_ to show the various ways in which Luke used the word.

From Iuke's use of zzvelbgd we, in turn, attempted to define
Zﬂtﬂ?’ﬂ! o Iuke apparently used M_ in three senses. First of
all, Z"QJ"/!!IS meant the life principle, the scul, ‘the onposite of
flesh and the bodys Secondly, Zﬂ‘.‘ﬂ}ld_ meant an invisible being.
The majority of -passa_-.;es using the term in thils sense referred to
evil beings, spirits with great evil powars. The third meaning of
M\*ﬂd— was a spirit from God or God Himself. This use of zx- 43_4,(
generally had the adjective ﬂ ,c coy __ conmected with it.

And in t-he final chapter we tried to show that the Spirit
was manifested in various ways. Sometimes it was in commection with

the conversi:on and sanctification of a persons at other times it was

e |
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in comection with special 3iits of speaking, propnecy, and other
miraculous powers. The recepticn of the Spirit was also veried.
Some pecple received the Spirit through bLaptism, some thrcugh the
laying on of hands, and others without any of these ritess

The general picture is that people do not have the Erﬁ’éﬂd.!
st the ZEG?!{&. (good or evil) possesses pecple: This 1s particularly
inportant for the p:lcture_ of the ZZEE")&‘. f(':mz o The Spirit po_a-
sesses pecple and uses them for the good purposes of Gode And when-
gver there is a special task, trial, or goal, the Spirit fills pecple
with the necessary power. This must have been a comfort and a chale
lence to the early Christians.

A study of this kind naturally opens up many problems and
questions of greater or lesser proportion, but we shall have to

content curselves with this genaral surveye.
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