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CHAPTER I
IITRODUCTICN

The guostion which the writer has nosed and haas ondeavored in
eon= degrea to enswer in this stuldy ia: "hat was the synagogue 1like
rs o house of worshlp =t the time of Christ? By way of sheddinz 1izht
on this gueation the study includes a bdrief survey of the origin and
hintorleal development of the synagogue, an exzninntion of synagogue
archltocture in the early centuries of thn common era, and & study of
sha Sabbath worship esrvice &s it probably took ploce at the time of
Ghrict. The writer is fully aware that for want of extmcet historic=l
ané archaeological evidence much of the material presenied herein is
in the ares of theory or conjecturs. Ae much as possible the writer
hae endeavored in such instences $0 gzive all or at least moat of the
more 2coeptzble opinlons lavolved.

Fhis study is not intended %o present tho synEgogua in its wany
aided services to the Jewish people at the time of Josus Carist. The
writer recognizos that the synngogue ot that tinme wiic not only the
center of worshiv for tha neonle, but an important educational and
communal agency as wall. This paper will, however, be confined to a
_ study of the synagogue as the house of worshin, with sxelusive anshasis
on the Sabbath norning worship observanco.

It should hardly be necessary %o stress the valuo of such & study
for the Christian teacher, whether lay or professional. One need only
racall that the synhgogue was the house of worship for our Loxd while

on earth, for the diaciples and apostles, and Ffor most of the Tirst
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century Ohristizns. It can be truly said that Christianity spent its
parly yenrs within the wnlla of the synazogue. 4~s a result the syne-
gogue is yeferrad to some twenty or mare tinmes in the Acts and Bpiztles.
An wnderstanding of the synagogue as it wng at that tine is vistal to a
full understanding of much of the liew Testemonte

In pragenting the material of this maper the writer in ns many
instances, ns 1t wes deemed helpful and adviseble, ineluded the originel
Hebrsw designations for the various aspacts of the architeature and
1liturgy. It should he noted, however, that due to the many different
nathods of transliterating Hebrew into Inglish the transliterations of
the various authorities frequently do not agree. In genernl the writer
fellowed the practice of using that transliteration which was nmost
generally found and yet renuined closest to & phonetic reproduciion.

In repard tc the Telmudic szources which are frequently cited the
following ought be noted. ‘here the word "Jerus=lem" does not preceed
the reference, it is alweys taken from the Ssbylonian Tulnud. Where it
does vreceed, i3 is trken from the Jerusalem or Palestinian Talamd.

The writer wishes to express his zppreciation to Habbl Jacob H.
Magur of Erith Sholom Congrozation and l2bbi Fordinand Isserman und his
stnff of the Temple Isranel Congregetion for thelr generous cooperation

in farnishing materinl for this study.




CHAPTER I1

THE HISTORICLL DRVELOPHENT OF THE SYIAGOCUR

fo is the case with so nany of the world's promlnmlst instituticns,
the setting in which the seeds of the synegogue were sown has long
since becone obacura. Jewish and Christian scholership for csnturies
hns sought to detormine the origin of the synmgogus. Iasieally thers
ara three theories that attennt to deternine the netting in hiotory
that gave it birth. The first theory 2sserts that the synagogue was
alrendy an establighed institution before the Babylonisn Hxile, parhsps
ag early ain the time of the Patriarchs. The second placas its birth
during tho neriod of the Bxile itself. The third theory wrovoses thet
the synagogus did not enjoy & distinct existence until the post-exilic
time of the lon of the COreat Synsgogue and thereafier in tha repossessed
land of Palestine. Since the guestion of origin and early historical
fievolopnent has congsiderable immortence in determining wint the synte-
gogue wag at the tine of Christ and why it was &s it vas, some considere-

tion must be givon to the three theories of orizin.
The Pre-lixilic Dayelopment of the Synagogue

The general Talmudic view is that the synagogue dsates back %o
ilones, the Patriarchs, or to en even esrlier poricd. According to
Edersheinm, in Talmudic liternture "the introduction of morning, nid-day,

and afterncon prayers is resnectively ascribad to Abrshan, Innac and



Jacob.“l The Tarzun of Onkelos on Oonesis 25:27 states that Jacodb

gerved in n ‘5‘(]'3771}@ "1, that is, in 2 houss of instwmection.2

This is reflected in the Targum Pa.-Jon. on the same passage in Gonesis.d
In the Targun Jerusslen I on Geneosis 33:117 it is written that Jacod
builé & house of teaching (NWSTIH Nta). Howsver, that these
rafarences rofer to the synagogue is doubtful. Schuerer, reforring %o
the cited Targun roferences, says: "In neither ense is a gynagogue
E:_i_._e;.] proper intended. "

In the Babylonion '.Ealmud.s and in ths Palaestine or Jerusalem
E-Iamml‘s &as well, the snervices of the synagogue are traced %o the tins
of Mosen. Josephus, referring to MHoses and his leadsrship in the
wilderneses, wrotes

For he did not suifar the gsuilt of iznorance o go on without

ounishment, but demonstrated the law to be the bent and nost

nocessary instruction of all othars, permitting the people to
icavae off their other employmenis, end to mssemble tozether for

the hearing of the law, =nd learaing it exmctly, and this not once
oy Swica, or oftener, but every week.

111#red Tdersheln, The Life and 2ines of Jamus the Mesaish (lew
York: Longmune, Oreen, and Co., 1501), I, &31.

Z¥nil Sehueror, A History of the Jowiah Feonls in tha Zine of
Jeaus Christ, in Clark's Foroisn Theolomicel Libpary (Edinburght T. and
. Clark, 1890}, HXIII, 55.

JBderashein, log. cit.

b3emerer, los. cit.

SKemn 82=.

6Jerusnlen Negillah 75a.
?Josephus, Contre Lpjopem, II, 18.
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From this it would appear that Josephus viewed the synmagogue as

having had its origin at the time of lioges althourzh he does not express-
1y ascribe to these msgemblages the title of synagogus. Philo, also,
concurred in tracing the institution back %o Hoses.B

The word "synmgogue! does not occur at 21l in the Biblical account
of the Patriarchs and of MHoses. In fact the word 1s found only once in
the Suthorized Version of the Old Tostanent, and thet in Psalm 7418
which reads: "Thoy sald in their hearts, Let us destroy them together:
they have burned up 211 the synngogues of God in the land." Concerning
this npzasage Hdershein sayas

7he term rendered 'Synagogue' in the LA.V. has never been used in

that sonse. The solution of the difficulty here comes %o us

from the LXX. Thelr rendering, KT TTad 6ceoe eV (let us

mike to_ conse), shows that in their Hebrew MS53. they read

10W. If so, then the ] probebly belonged to ths next
word, end the text reedi SN—"—TYIiN— 227 N'YW 'let us
suppress altogethez«-t.hs Szobath and all the festive soasons in
the lend.*9?

It is avident that the Jewish authorities of the Zalmidic psriod
in ascribing the synagogue to the $ime of Hoses &nd before ragarded the
synrgogue @8 an assentinal elenont of the religious institutions of
Judsism. To them no period of ths history of Isrmel was conceivable
without it. 3hethsr the synagogue can on the basla of accurate historic-
21 evidence be assigned to such &an early neriod of Jewish history is

another matter. Schuerer concludes: "The utter absence of testimony

8gohmerer, Joc. git.

9ﬂdershem. Jdoc. git.




forbids our thinking of = pre-exilinn origin.?10 i, E. Dapa disnicaes
the matter briefly: "There is & tradition among the Jews that it was
established by Hoses, but of course this was 1m:orract."n‘ Hven anong
nodern Jewich hiastorions there are few who still hold to the theory of
nro-oxilic origin. This is typified by the stotement of 5. Y. Baron:
iThe general talmudic view that the symagoguo dates back %o Hoses, the

patriarchs, or to zn even earlier period, is evidently unhistoriesl."12
Development of the Synagogue During the Babyloninn Exile

By fer the great majority of modern authorities see the birthplace
of the syasgogue In the Babylonien lxile. During this time the Jewish
axiles were svddenly ané foreibly bereft of the foctl mpoint for their
entire religious worship, the Temple at Jerusalem. lNo longer were the
dnily sacrifices offered by the Temple priesthood for the sina of the
paople. Uo longer did the smell of burning incense from the Temple-
court assure the people that thelir prayers were being sent contimually
heavenward. Ho longer did pllgrims at festival times crowd the high-
weys that led %o Jerusalem. lo longer could they spproach the House
of their CGod with psalms on their lips and sacrifices on their becks.
The captives were deprived of vhat had been the chief external support
of their religlon-=the femple. H. T. Herford conjectures as follows:

10schuerer, loc. site

114, ¥, Dann, The New Zestament World (Nashville: Broadman Press,
1937). Pe 108,

12sal0 Wittmayer Baron, The Jewish C (Philadelphia; The
Jewish Publication Soclety of America, 1942), III, 10.



The question could not fail to present itself to the ninds of the
nore devont rRmongst them, vhat was to becone of their religziont
There is no record of what they did, nor indeed any probability
that as & community the eaptives either could or did take any
steps to answer the question forced uvon them. But it seems very
natural to suvpose thet here and there & few would meet together
from time to time, neighbors and friends who had lmown esch other
in tho old homeland, and wonld encouwrsge and comfort one another
wnder their present affliction. This is enough to sccount for
vhat nuy be callad the gorm of the Synagogue-~the occhsionzl mest~
ing of groups of people for religious pnrposea.l

Ge I'e Hoore, 2lco adnitting thnt conclusive evidonce is absent , surmises
that the exiled Jews soon bogan gnthering in small groups on the sabbxths
end ot the times of the old sezsonnl feasts or on fast days, "to confirm
one anocther in fidelity to theilr raligion in the midst of hoathenism,
ond encoursgs themselves in the hope of restoretion. 1% In such gather-
inga we may imagine them listoning %o the words of & living prophet,
perhans, like Erzeltiel, or reading the words of older nrophets; confess-
ing the sing which had brought this judgment upon the nation and bescech=
ing the return of God'g favor in penitentinl prayers, perhapas in the
noatical forn of the Pa2lter or the Book of Iamentations. 3aron envisions
that the first symagogal assemblies took place ss followss

Following on &pparently old custom (II Kings 4:23), some of these

lenders that is, the exiled elders, prieants &nd prophais enumer-

2ted in Jeraminsh 29:1 bogen gathering on Sabbaths &nd holidays

in the house of the leading prophet, IHzekiel, and apart from

liatening to his discourses, toolk counsel in all matters of commue

n2l concern. In one of these momentous gatherings it was decided
to abstain from resurrecting on Babylonian soil the smcrificial

Drovert T. Herford, The Pheriseeg (New York: The iHacMillan
Oompany, 1924), pp. 89-90.

george Foot Hoore, gudaisms In the First Conturies of the
Christisn Era, the Age of the Zapnein (Camb Hervard University
Pross, 1932), I, 263. " e\ iORIAL LIB

e CONCC RD1A SEMINARY
gT. LOUIS: MO.



worshin of the TemplelS » « « « the rebuilding of which in_the
nsar fulure thoy proeclaimed as both & hope and & progran.

Voora belicves that such exrly synagogal gatherings are roferrad %o in
Hzeoldiel 8,14 and 20 vhore Lzelklel isc shown spenking to “eersnin of the
alders of Isrrel" as thoy sat befors Rim in his hone.:?

Ths main worshlp emphfels was nacassarily changed fron cne of
snarifice to one of nrayer, recitntion of the tradistionzl and new
vaning and exposition by nrophet or alﬂer.la

freyer now took the plane of their morning end evening 'gacrifice’,

their morning ond evening 'ineemasa: ' now for the firat tinme we

heaey of mon Imoeling upoa their kmeos three times o day praying
and making supplicntion bofors God. Iow for the first $imo

azsorbliens of nrayer snl lamentation and »raius o . . o179
Sines there apparently existed no resl centrzl agenoy or authority to
influonce locsl gatherings, ezch loerlity or family or group prouably

chose 1ts own mreyors and passages for recitation nnd adopted its own

sitanl grounded in local practicas or fanily reninizcancee.

15The Beuterononic contm:lization of worship had not definitely
gsettled ths matter for the diespora communities apart from the obvious
exintence of o number of bamot right up %o the $ins of the Captivigy.
It is significent that ovon after the captivity there was apparently
no discouragement in the reobullding of the Temple in Hlephantins even
zhou;-;h it vas restricted to nmeat offeringe and incense. Cf. Ibid., I,
e

61p3a., I, 59-60.
171p3a., I, 283.
i830ron, loc. cik., III, 60.

1% rtiur P, Stanley, mmg&a?&m;:mmm
(ew Yorks Chnrles Scribmer's Sons, 1913), III, 35-=30.




&is nlready mentioned the 0ld Testnnment in the Authorized Version
uses the word “symagogue" only once2? and there ms demonstruted above,
it is & dubious translation. The word does not occur in Ezekiel and
Daniel, the books of the Xxile. The LXX does, however, translate the
Hobrew ST I3 in most instances with the Groek "‘”"“r‘"ri- In
g¢his regard Baron writes:

The new type of religious gathering came to be called 'gdsh, in

contrast o the predominmntly secular pre-exilic agsenbly, the

dmhel. The former term, used with predilection by exilic writers
of the 0ld Testoment is correctly trenslated in the Septumping

by the word OV an-wa'r} .

This distinction, however, is not substantizted by the usage of these
two words in the 0ld Testenent. Although the term ST 1 Y occurs
169 tines in the 01d Testement, it occurs only three or four times in
boolte written during or after the Iixile, mnd these references are only
in pselus wvhose dnting is uncertnin. If any significance ¢ 21l could
be 1lnid on the usage of the two terms, the 0ld Testanent would mather
support the opposite distinction. For, of the 123 times that 2SIR
ie used at leest twenty-six of these references a&re in the exilic and
post-exilic portions. That any of the references to "assenbly," "con-
grogation,! or “company' in the exilic books of kzekiel and Daniel
actuslly refer to the synagogue is completely uncertain and will per-
haps never be defizitely established. Among these uncertazin references

to the syangogue: in the-Biblicrl literature of the exile are the refer-

20swpm, . 5.

2lzaron, gp. git., I, 61.
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ences 0 gnthering on the river banke. Abram Sachar identifies the
getherings "by the rivers of Babylon" (Psalm 137:1), "on the banks of
Ulait (Daniel 8:16), and YDy the side of the great river, which is
iiddekel® (Daniel 1014), with the exilic institution of the synzgozue.
He poings out that the renson the synajzogue asseombliss convened on the
river banks was to provide water for the rites of purificstion =23 the
brazen laver had done in the Temple Courts.22 Archeologicnl investiga-
tions have uncovered synsigogues near rivers vhich were built in the
dinspore following 70 AJD.,23 but whether these reforences in the Hxile
are to synagogue gatheringa 1% is impoasible to determine positively,
Another effort to find references to the synngogue in the exilic por-
ticoms of Scripture is that of the Talmudic rabbis in ldentifying the
#1ittle sanctunry” of Ezekiel 11116 with the synogogue.2?

Although substantial historical proof is absent, 1t is gonernlly
the view of historians toduy including moat Jewish historians consulted
by this writer that at least ths seeds for the institution of the syma-
gogue were sown in the Bxile. But although the practice of sisseumbling
for o type of symagognl worship seems to have begun in Babylon, it is
doubtful that Bt this early date there weare erected any sort of spocial

buildings to house these assenblies.

223¢nnley, log. cit.

Binera, pp. 252.

2lyomi1tan 29n.
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Devolopmemt of tho Synagozsme in the
¥arly Post-Pxilic Poriod in Pslestine

It has boon sugzested thut a parallel development of the synszogus
cceured in Palesiine during the Fxlle among those left behind. It is
poowaed that the f21thfol a2mong those vho remained in Palestine cone
timued %o, smther ot the sites of théiy former Yoozl sanctuories?d
undor the leadership of the former priestz of these nhriﬁes.zs When
the oxilaz bogsn %o rotura 4o thoir Palestinian homelond after 536 B,0C,
4% sooms that thoy also broveht the custon of meating together for
proyer ond mitusl comfort and adwmonition. As Herford points onf, how=
evry, the t!mmle';::nm‘a of rasnlor symasosnas was abill not an immediate
oocursnces

I an by ne neang ouggesting that regulor synagozuss vers at once

established by the returning exdles on their crriwzl, Tat only

that the hobit of meeting for worship snd instraction beswn in

the FExile, uns not vholly forgotten in the recovorad hox
and had cufficiant vitality %o tuke root and srow there.

250n0ge satictuaries that had been abolished by Josish in his ve-
fornm of 621 B,C,

26petor Blake, editor, An Americen Synscogue fox Toduy ond
EQE—E.’.E’R! (How Yori:s The Union of Anerican Jlebrew fongresmtions, 195%),
P 2

2Tme Talmal speaks of one Mundred-twenty slders and prophets
nelcing up the Great Synagogue iﬁggf. Sammel J. Levinson, b%'% A
Synazorug in Universal Sncyclopodia, edited sua0
man, ot al. (Nev Yoris The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, Inc., 1943),
Xy 132,



TR

32

There were two influences during the pre~Christian ern, one in
the early post oxillic perioed and one later, significant in giving the
synagogue a definitive character. These were two important groups of
religious leadars that appeared on the Jewlsh relizions acene. One is
Imown to us s the Great Synngougue, or Mon of the Great Synazogus, nnd

the other is the group that came to be knowr 2s the Pharisees.
The Influence of the Men of the CGreat Synzagogue

lot & great derl is ectually mown about the lensseth ii=gedolah,
or Great Symagogue, 2lso often referred to ns the Anshs Xeneseth
Hagedolnh, or Hen of the Oreat Synpzogue. Solomon Golub has this $o
says

We do not know of how many members it consisted originally. In
& short time 1% must have been limited to aeventy,as in secoxdance
with the number of elders chosen by lMoses. We do not know what
the qualifications for memborshin wers. Ve imapgine it rust have
included the heads of the clans,
Horford on the bagia of a phgsage in the liidresh identifies the members
of the Great Synagogue with the Sonherim that developed from Hxra,0
Levinson seyst "The Oreat Synegosue ic s=ld to have been commosed of
the olders and nrophets who came back from the Babylonian Cantivity

e o » «"31 Tgvinson in the seme reference identifies the Great Syna-

283ncob Solomon Golub, In the Uays of the Ssgond Temnle (Cinoinmatis
Denpartment of Synagogue &nd School Extension of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, 1929), pp. 47=-L8.

291nid.

3C%orford, gn. git., P. 22.

3lLevinson, log. cit.
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gogus with the assenbly convened by lleheminh.3? Regardless of who
the menmbers of the Great Synagogue were and what the size of the body
wan, there 2re certain things lmown of this group and its work which
ars founded on quite reliable sources. The group ms not & synagogue
in the proper sense of the word., If was rather an sasenbly or conven-
tion much like the later Senhadrin.>? But this group dld play 2 cone
siderable part in the developuent of the symegogue. The Talmud asys
of thems
Hoges received the Torsh 2% Sinzi and tronsmitted it to Joshua,
dJoghus %o the olders, and the elders to the prophets, and the
prophets to the lion of tha Great fssembly. The latter used %o
sty three thingsi Be patient in (the administration of) Justice,
rear many discinles, 2nd make a fence &iround the Tornh,.
From those few remarks it is evident that tho Grent Synssogue was much
concerned for the Toreh3d and its gtudy. The len of the Creat Syns-
gogue took on themselves the task of opreserving the llosaic Law. So
concerned were they to keep the law perfectly intsct that they "count-
ed 211 the letters in the Tornh end intorpreted it."36 fne influence

of their concern for the i=w soon became manifest in the synagogal

32iehenich 10:2-28 1lists eighty-five menbers if these are %o be
inserpreted tc be members ol the Great Synagogue.

3302, Herford, oy. clit., p. 21 and ioore, gn. git., I, 31.

3% voth I, 1.

357mis was probebly due to the influence of Hzra, Dena asgertss
"nder the reform inatituted by Mzra, which placed great emphrsis upon
the study of the Jaw, zreat impetus was given to tha systemtic study
of the law." DB!IB. one. mo. Pe 108.

36neﬂ°ﬂ. 0. m-. Pe 22.
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agsemblies of the people. The assenblles provided a prime oprortunity
to disseminate the teaching of the Torah to which the Hen of the Creat
fesenbly had comnitted themselves. WUnder their influence the reading
and study of the Torah wg firmly implanted in the institution of ths
synaAgogue.

The CGreat Synngogue is nlso credited by later generations with
fixing in & preliminary way the liturgy of the synagogue. They ara
given credit for making the earliest collection of prayers and making
the Firet ules of synagogue worship.37 They are also said to have
preseribed the bonedictions and prayers (in the daily pmyar).3a and
the boenedictions ushering in the holy time or marking 1ts close
{Liddush =nd Mabkdnleh).3? iccording to the Talmud they authorized the
observance of the Femst of Purim and fixed the days that were to be
l-:e_nt.l"o hecording to Finkelstein, the synagogue service, which had
grown up without officisl cirectlon, was largely put on an organized
bzsis Ly tne Hen of the Great Synngogue. 4 fixed formula was eatablishe
6d for iits deily and Sabbath prayers. The service provebly bagen with
the reading of the prescribed nortions of the Torah; this was followed
by the informal petitions of the individual members of the congregation;

after which the leader raecited &lowd his prayer for the whole group.

S?Golub. on. mo' Pe 48.
380f. Rabbl Jerenmish in Jerusalem Berakhoth La.

39%eraxhoth 33e.

40yezi11ah 22,
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Ag it vas formmulated by the Great Synagogue 1t seems to have read as
follows}

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, our God and the God of our Fathers,

the God of Abrahem, the God of Isanc, ond the Cod of Jacob, the

most~high God, Fossessor of heaiven and Farth sic. . iHear ocur

cry, C Lord, who dost hear prayer.
On Sabbathe ani festivnls, when petitions for deily needs could not be
offered, the second and third verses read, "Grant us joy, O lLord, our
Cod in thip Sebbath (or: festival) dny. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, who
doat senctify Isrmel ond the Sabbath (or: fastivel).™2

How long the len of the Great Synagogue were active in the croacity
of Tormuleting and controlling the worship (particularly that of the
synngogue) in Felectine is & mwatter that cannot be finelly settled on
the basis of ndequnte hirtoricel evidence. The opinions range from
the view expressed by Levinson, on the basis of lichemiah 9 to 11, that
the Crent Synagoguo was convened by Nehomiah for only one day and that
subsegquent references sre to rabbis in the periocd of the Tannein and
even the Znoreim who carried on the spirit of the Great Sym@og\m."‘a
In the jiishnah, on the other hand, it is stated that Simeon the Just
was Yof the rerm=nts of the Great Symgugm."m that is, #s is the

generel internretation of the passage, he wvas the last wvho belonged to

¥lyouis Finkelstein, The Fhar (Pniladelphia: The Jewish
Publication Society of America, 1938), ppe. 578=79.

“21haa.
us]’..avinson. loc. oit.

Blvotn I, 2.
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that body. This Simeon is commonly identified as one who died about
270 B.G.us Therefore it 1o the apparsnt contention of the Talmud thet
the Grent 3ymegogue died out in or about 270 B.C.

The Influence of the Pherisees

The Pharicess who in all probability originated in ths period
mfore the lMapecabaean war &g 2 reaction aganinst the Hellenizing spirit
thet was manifesting itself in Jeuish religlous 1ife,* exertea con-
slderable influence on the institution of the synrgogue in the two
gonturies befors the Christinn era, Of this influence Hoore writes
that all the light of history

would incline us to econjectura that the leanding part in this
develonment i.0., of the symagogue was teken by the Phhrissass
from the second century before our ex® . « « the men of insight
miat have learmaed from the cvostasy of many in high places and
the indifference of the most that there was nothing more urgent
%o do than to inculente and confirm relizious loyalty by worship,
knowledge, =nd habit, through some such means as the synegogue
e = o« « Hothodierl instruction in the law, wvas, under these
conditions, the foundation of everything. Hence the regular
readings from the Pentateuch, accompanied by an interpretive
translation in the vernacular, and followed by an expository or
edifying discourge, usuzlly tsking something in the lesson &is a
noint of denarture, becamo constant elements of the synagogue
service.”

HSuerford, gn. git.. p. 21.

4630hn Davis, Zhe Vestminster Dictlonary of the Bible, revised
end rewritton by H. 5. Gehman (Philadelphis: The Westminster Press,

1%). De u?é.

Y7hoore, an. git., I, 286.
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The Fharisees with their very zealous concexn for the Law and its
obedienco %o end even beyond the lotter’™ became the leading propoments
of 220600 t~.-u:a:.-=¢hfl.1-.v."’9 Through the synazozue, as Hoore points out,
more porhaps than thyoush any other mesmma the Pharisecas gpined their
etronz hold on the mass of the people. In their hands the synagoguo
was donbless tho chiaef instrument in the Judaizing of Galiloe.50

Tergely through the afforte of the two 2fore mentioned gromns,
the synesosuie before the begiming of the Christion era had become a
public institution, commonly possessing an edifice for religious
gotherings erected by the community or given to 1% by individuals, It
had attained an indewondent position as a sort of a worship of different
cheracter from that of the Tomplo==a servics of proyer and rocding

£ the Torzh without nacrifice or ofiering. In the cstablichnent of
the Synagomme regular instruction in relizion had talzen its place as

an orgunic part of worshin, end even as its most prominont foature, *

Derivation of the Symagogue Hanes

’
The tern "synazogue® 48 the Guesk 6 U'Vclo-wb"-, » &n asgembly

%8:mps Phavisees counted 248 poeitive commande in the Pentateuch
%o which they added countless more. Cf. Lewls ¥, Demblts, Jowish
Services in Synazosues ﬁg mm%u(m.aﬂulphtat The Jawish Publieation
Society of America, 189

49, 1ox 7. Marsolis cnd Alewander Marx, & History of the _ﬁ%
Paonrle (Fhiladelphiat The Jewish Publication Soclety of .A.mor:lm. 1927
P 3.69-

SOoore, gpe oltes Is 287
Slrvid., 284
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(from G Uy o'th.t\/ » "to bring together"). Originnlly the nrme was

applied to the worshipning group, but in the course of tinme it czne

to designnte the place whero the asserbly gathered. The same phenomenon

occurad in the Hebraw designation. The Hebrew equivalent is kgpeseth

( NY ‘SD'{'_‘_). an asgenbly, although when the building itself is

me2nd tho tern used iz N0 3:)?_‘_ h"':_.. house of assenbly. The

Aremnic designation which was 'ner;mps that used most comnonly by Jesus

and the disciples was Jnishta or NN\ ID N"TO. Although thess are

the most freguently used named for the syntgogue thers have been &nd

ars others. Popular usage long reteined the term "house of the weople!

( TI)) 53 N"21) based on the eppearance of thie tern . in Joremish

39185?" although it seems that the learned forbade its uen-ga.53 Other

nzmes thnt have been applied to the synagogue by the Jews 2re S\ " 2
s_‘17 ST , "house of prayer'; [ ° ?_T77 N N, "house of

God ¥y ?T]r‘ﬂ“ "2, "house of Jehovah' \d-v_s_-‘:_;r_? » "sanctuary",

aml\.\)‘_T:P YJ?_S '.S'\“ﬁ_,_. fhouse of holiness." These esa-enti.any are

titles by which the Temple at Jerusnlem was imown, bui wers subsequently

applied to the uynap.:ognaaﬁu Creek speaking Jews usually referred to

5211’. is unecort:in what the term means in this vassage.

53Bernard J. Bemberger, Jhn Synegozue in The Univarssl Jewish
Encyelovedie, edited by Isaac Londman, a8 al. (Hew York: The Universal

Jewish Fncyclopedia, Inc., 1943), X, 119.

5%11110n Roseman. Jewish Cersmonis) ons end Custons
(tiew York: Bloek Publishing Company, Inc., 1929), pp. 12-13.
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, /
their place of worship =s ® nrogeuche (TTP 0GC ux~7)_55 o

/
Droseuchterion ("rr’o OG‘&UMT’Wﬂc a)). which means literally "place of
pmyer.“ss This is believed to have been based on Isaish 56317. Occa=

sionelly CGresk & Syrian sources snenk of the ''Sabbath house. 957

550f. Ourl Priedrich ¥ell, Mapual of Biblicsl Archaelozy
(Bainburgh: T, and P. Olark, 188?) I, 202: "The 1/ oo“E.udldL wars

orizin=lly diffarent from the aynagogues, belng simply nlaces for
prayar in the onan &ir and outslde the tewns, for the most part in the
neighborhoad of running wvater, as the Jews were in the habit of wmshe
ing themselves bafore engnging in prayer « « « « 3ut, because houses
of prayer were frequently built upon such places &s are here referred
to, the nune TP oG EU )rqz wag also tronsferred to thom.™

5602, Josephus, Yita, 54.
578amborger, loc. git.



CULPTER II1
THE ARCHITECTURE CF THY SYNAGOGUS BUILDING
External
Sources of Information

As might be expected most of the informntion thut is aveilable
concerning the srchitecture of the synagogue in the early New Teste-
nent ern is based on archneological discoveries. '™ere is very little
written material extant from that period thet describes the physicel
fentures of the synngogue.

The first nention of remains of old synagogues of about this
neriod comes fron the Middle Ages. Jewish pllerims who returned from
lands of the Diaspora to Palestine to prostrate thauselves &t the
tonmbs of the Prophets, Patriarchs =2nd acholara maka reference to
sncient synngogue rem2ins in the brief accounts of their tz'a-ve].s.1

The first scholar to describe them in detall was Rev. ldward
Robinson in 1838. Other scholars since thon have included Srnest
Aennn in the 1.8;60'1;. Corder and Xitchener in the 1870's =nd especially
in the early 1900's acholars of the Deutsche Orient-Gosellschaft.2
Since then & great many grouns hnve Added $o the slowly-pleced together
inforumation.

Up to 1943, when archeologicenl research in Palestine wss groatly

1r. 1. Sukenik, Anclent Synazosues in Palentine snd Greecq
(Londons The Oxford University Press, 193%4), p. 3.

2%-. Ve 2-30
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hindered by the politicel tenor of the timen, synagogues had been
exchvated in over forty different places in Prlastine, including
Galilee, Semmria, Judea, and Transjordan. But curiocusly enough not a
aingle one of those surviving aynagogues belongs to the period of the
Tiens 'a'.'estamnnt.a 4 near as scholars can deternine, most, if not all,
of these remains date from the third to the sixth eenturies. The
synagogue &t Tell Hum (Cupernaum) has been believed by some to belong
to the %ime bofore 70 LA.J., but 2s Finegan points out, "It is nmore
vrooebly to be dated around L.D. 200 or later. ule

The reason for thisg apparent snomuly is tlluded to in ths
Jerusalem Tr.lmud which credits Vespasian (father of Titus) with the
dlestruction of four hundred-eiznty syniigogues in Jerusaleam alone.d
Nven if this figure is somewhat exmggerated it seems epparent that
a good many if noi nll of the synmagogues of Palestine were destroyed
when the RomEns violently sunpressed the Jewish revolt of 70 AdD.
The synngogues were 2gnin destroyed, it is believed, in the second
century wvhen Hadrian foreibly put dowm the rebellion of Ear Cochba

ahout 135 & -1).6 his would account for the fact that there are no

3with the possible excoption of the synagogue of Theodotus in
Jarusolen which is genernlly ascribed to the first century after
Christ. OF this synagogue, however, only an inscribed lintel remains.

4Jeci Finegan, Lisht From the Ancient Pasts The Archmeological
Backeround of the Hebrew Relizion (Princeton, M. J.:

Princeton University Fress, c.1946), v. 228.

S5Jerusalen Megillah III, 1.

" 6y111iam Poxwell Albright, The Archaeolosy of Palestine and the
Bible (New Yorks Fleming H. Revell Company, 1935), p. 59.
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surviving synegogue rommine frow the period vefore the second century
of the nodern era.

Even the synogogue remeines thet have beon discovered are for the
most part fraguentary. Iiot only havo the olements taken their tell,
but thers is evidence of human interference in many czses. It is not
at 2ll unlikely that the synagogues in the course of centuries wers the
targats for zbuse Ly the Arabs and the Turks, and that more th-n once
the smooth, well hewn stones found in the rulne of the symagogue were
conflgented ani used by the neighboring peoples for constructions of
their own. £is & result, unfortunately our praesent knowleize of the
architecture of the ancient synagogues is often piece-nmeal end freg-

mentary.
loention

Regarding the situation or locntion of synagogues the Talmudic
canon prescribes only one regulation, namely that they should be built
on the higheat sites in the tovns.? Hdersheinm disputes the ralevancy
of this passage for Palestinian Jewss

Thera is no avidence that in Palestine Synsgogues alvays raquired
to he in the highest situntion in the town, or, at lemst, so &s
to over top the other bulldings. %o judge from & doubtful pas-
soge in the Zalmud (Shabb.lla), this seems to have besn the case
in Persin, while a later not!.cg (Pos. Meg. ed. Z. IV.23) appeals
in suprort of it to Prov. 8i12.

7Shantath 11a.

Cr17red Baersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Hessish (lew
York: iongmans, Green, mad Co., 1901), I, &33.
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Sukenik, however, states tha{ the Palestinisan synagogusc montly satis-
fy this npec‘..ﬂe&tion.g The synaigosus &t Cerasn, for examle, stood
on very high ground, overlooking the Temple of irtenis. Tho Zsfiveh
synRgogue was on Ht. Carnel. %Phe [Fmmwmih-by-Codara syntzogue was on
tho creat of Tsll Zoni, which stood from sixty-five to elghty-five Feet
above the level of the plain.l? At times, however, particulerly among
the Jows of the dispersion, locrl circumstances made i¢ impolitic to
camwly with the Talmudie injunction due to governmental restrictions.
Somotines, ns Jacobs mointe out, there ware "evaded by the eraction
of tnll rods on the roof, 30 that the Talmmdic resulation wis complied
with in letter 1f not in spirit."1l :

There is some evidence that at times synagogues were uilt at the
corners of the streets in & busy p2r¥t of town in aopparent remenmbrance
of the words of Proverbs 1:20f.: "Wistom crieth without; she uttereth
her voice in the ntreetsy She crieth in the chief place of concourse. 12
This seens to0 be the ceae at Antioch vhere the synszogues were locnted
in the henrt of the city. But, vhere local legislation regnired the

conceniration of cults outside the eity linits, the Jews obeyed or

Psulcenik, gn. cite, p. 49.

10Herbert G. lay, "Synagogues in Falestine," Tha Biblical
Archoeaiopist, V (Februnry, 1944}, 15.

1goseph Jacobs, Synazosmue Aprchitscturs, in The Jewish lnoyclo-
pedin, odited by Ismdore Singer, gt &21. (New York: Funk and Wsgmalls
Company, 1916), XI, 632.

12;. Heusrath, ey Zestsment Simes, the Dimes of Jamms (Londons
williams and Norgnte, 1878), ». 85.



sought n sneecial emmptlon.n

Although official Judeism has preserved no trece of & precent to
thnt effect, thore is abundmnt evidence that Jews, particularly in
Helleninstic countries of the period under discussion, built their
synagzogues by preference in tho proxinmity of water. This practice of
meeting near water was alreandy discernible during the period of the
Tixile 2a noted above.l¥ Josephus maltes mentlon of this phenomsnon
quoting the "dacree of those of Halicarnzssus's

Wie have decrend, thaet as many men and women of the Jews 28 ars

willing zo to do, m2y celebrate their Sabbaths, and perform

their holy ofiices, according to the Jewish laws, ani nny make

their mggi?e_ at the senside according to the customs of their

forefathers.
he mentioned above, however, there is no reference in rebbinic litere-
ture to & need for huilding or meeting near mtar.ls Of the synagogues
excavaited to this time those at Delos, segina, and Hiletus (all in
Hellenistic countries) lie close to the edge of a body of water. Per=
haps this is the reanon why Poul in Lcts 14313, on the Sabbath in
Pnilippi, went outside the town gate along a river, vhers he supnosed

there would he & symAgogue. But &8s Dr. Sukenik points ocut, "There is

135010 Wittunyer Baron, The Jewish Co (Philndelphia: The
Jewish Publication Society of Americn, 1942), I, 92.

g, ore, pe. 10,

1330sepims, Anticuities, XIV, 10.

16pn11 Schuerer, A History of the Jewish People in the Zime of
Mm%&m Zheological Library (Edinburghi Z. and
T. Clark, 1890 XXIIX, 70.
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no sufficient archasological evidence for the existence of such &
tredition in Palestine.}?

The loecating of the synagogue nesr water is &ssumed to have been
dene for the sake of giving everyone & convenient oprortunity for
verforning such levitical purifications &s might be necessnry before
attending public uora‘ni.p.ls ip Bwyald points out it zlsc seens to have
beon the custom especizlly among Hellenistic Jewa to wash the hands

before pmyer.lg

Orientetion

There is no injunction in the Talmud that explicitly prescribed
which direction the syntgogue building wvas to face. Thers are, how-
ever, two Talmudie stoternents concerning the matier. The one states
thnt the entrance into the syntigogue wais by the enst, 23 the entrance
into the Gate Serutiful into the Sanctuary.?® @o this Wdersheim says:
"Mhis, however, mey refer not to the door, tut to the passage (aisle)
into the interior of the building."2l Bacher adds in tho same conuec-

tion: "One is termted to essume that this rule, found only in the

173ukenik, op. git., p. 50.

18.;@! PP. 33f.

19%einrich ¥wald, The History of Isramel (London: Longmans, Green,

20pag0phta liegillah IIX, 13.

2133ershein, op. cit., I, 43%.
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Togephta hac in view Babylonls mnd other lands to the cast of Palestine.22

The aecond refereace in the Telmud directs the worshiper to turn toward

Jerusalem in prayer, giving the clue that the synagogne may have been
tuilt fecing Jerus&lam.za On the basis of archreological discoverias
the latter stotement seemn to have bLeen most comnmonly complied with.
r. Bukenilt suns up these archaelopicrl finds n;; followas

Thus the nsjority of anclent Palestinian synnagogues, being
situnted in Cisjordenia north of Jorusalem, are apnroprintely
oriented to the south, though with variantions of severrl degrees,
but thosa in Trangjordanin, even &g far north aa tho Sea of
Grlilee, face west « « « « 4is regards synmgogues outside
Pnlegtine, it may be assumed, & ppiori, pending the emergence of
archseocloglenl evidence, thaet othar countries east of Falestine
Ffollowad the same prectice s Transjordania. It is certain that
in the regions to the west of Palastine the synagogues were
oriented to the east. 2i*lbu.ch. ig the case &t lMiletus, Priene,
Hegina, and elpewhare.

Adlthough the majority of the synagozues heretofore uncoversd &re
oriented toward Jerusnlen, the direction was only approximnie and
influenced by the lay of the ground. "In genersl, hovever," Edershein
concludes, "it was considered that since the Shekhinah was everywhere

in Palestine, direction w&s not of paranount !.nports-.nce.“zs

221, achor, Sypasosme, in A Dictiopsry of the Bible, edited by
Jenens Hastings (few York: Charles Scribner's Soms, 1909), IV, 639.

2Jpabha Bathre 258 end b, =nd Jerusnlem Baralkhoth IV, 5.
2Mgukenik, gn. cit., p. 507

zsl:dershe:ln. doc. cit.

o
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Gtyle

hs wng evidenced after the forcec dispersion of the Jews following
the destruction of 70 4.D., Jewish worship was not bound to buildings
be they Temple or synagogue. Ten Jews assembled anywhers in public or
in nrivate were the rezl G U VAKW ﬂ"’} vhich conld conduct o real
gervice like that held in the largest and most glorious structure.
Thin relatively secondnry vosition of the house of worship, brought
about largely by the development of the synugogue insiltution, had a=n
influence on the esrehitectural of the symsgosue bDuilding itself. It
brad & certnin indifserence to the style of architecturs. The atyle
of the building was not considerad of nrimary importance, btui rather
the worship that teol place in the building. Thia, coupled with the
faet thet the Jews were handicapned by thelr "aversion %o plastic
presentntions,”" s Baron terns L%, was the roason why no specific
architectursl strle developed anong the Jews aof Pelestine,26 Even the
oldest synazogue ruins "reveal little th-t is dietinctly Jewish.®27?
loat of the syncgogue ruins elready discoversd in Palestine, perticular-
ly those in Calilaee bear very definite traces of Graco-ioman :Lnﬂmanea.zB

he synagogue uncovered in other countries from ancient tines generully

265010 Wittmeyer Baron, 4 Soclal nnd Heligloss iilatory of 1o
Jewa (lew Yorks Columbie University Press, 1937), I, 290f. Horenfter
referrad to &s Beron, SRHEJ.

*Tnad.

281 ovis N. Dombitz, Synsgogue in The Jewish Encyclovedis, edited
by Isndore Singer, et al. (low Yorks Funk and Wagnells Co., 1916), XI,

622.
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bear the characteristics of the current architecturzl styles of those
countries. This phenonenon is so generrl as to lead Jacobs to assert:
"The synazogue vas unquestionsbly fashioned, up to recent times, in the
atyle of architecture that prevailed in the country in which i% was
built."2? mnis is also tho conclusion of Blake in hin study of Jewish
synagogue erchitocturs.3? is will be brought out in subsequent sections
there are, however, noticeable treces of the influsnce the Temple had on
the architecture of the ancient synagogue, although in genersl the Jews

of this perilod were cereful not to imitate the Temnle too clomly.31
Features oi Externnal Architeciura

Since the literature fronm the period with which we sre concerned
does not treat the actual features of the external architecturs of the
synezosue the only source of informntion avallable ies that of the ox-
ecavated ruins of synngogues from the period of the second century of
our gra and leter. #Ags has been shown 2bove this source of informntion
is 2t beet fragmentery. Vihether the architecture represeanted in these
rmiing raflects that of the time of Christ, two anfd more centuries ear-
lier, can not be definitely este‘bl:lahea..- It is, however, the opinion
of 2 number of scholars thet some of the synngogue remaine that we have,

ga For exanple thnt nt Tell Hum or Capernsum, cre natterns of eerlier

293acobs, op. ait., p. 631.

3Opeter maxe, ealtor, An hmeries; Svmarosue for fodey snd
m (ew York: The Union of American Hebrew Congrogations, 1954),

Pe 3 ®
3lBaron, SEHJ. loc. git.
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synzgogues porhaps erocted on the stms site during the firat century
h.n..32 thnt is, during the time that Jesus and His disciples worahipped
in the symngogue of Palestine.

% would be extremely difficult as well e&s lengthy tc dascribe
the external featuras of ecch of the now more then forty excoveted
symagogues of owr period. The writer foels that this can be done mors
effoctively with dingrana ond sketches then with words. Thersfore
dimgrans and sketches with accompanying explanations heve bhesn repro=
duced in the sppendix.’? Therefore in the body of this text the writer
will confine to & brief snd general description of the most impertant

and prominont extornal festures.

Buildine Matorinls.~~IFor the most part the synagogue bulldings were
constructed, or at leaast feced, with well cut otones. % Phis fact, 29
afore nentioned, has made ther tempting quarries, which is the sad
renson that most of them are almost ruined to their base. By way of
excention the synagogue of Both Alpha in the Valley of dsdrislon,

Ir. Y4kenik testifies, is rather irregular amxl of poor workaﬁnuhi.p."as

R2ag, Finegan, luc. git. &nd Oustar-Dalman, Sagred Sites 2nd lays
(New York: The MacHillem Compeny, 1935), P. 152.

3infra, vo. 87fF,

3. h. 5. tacalister, & Century of Zxcavation in Palostine (dew
York: The Fleming Revell 0o., c. 1925), p. 312,

3Ssukonik, on. cit., v 3l.
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The building mmterial is stone, as wonld be expacted. If there were
synszogues constructed of clay bricks or even wood (the latter being
extrenely doubtful in Palestine due to the scarcity of wood thers),
the evidence has long since disennesred, Usually the synagogue was
conetrcted of the locrl atone of the region, asg, for exemmnle, the

basalt thet was wget in the synagogus 2t Ghoraztn.36

This was not
aluvnyn the case, however, as wvitnessed by the ayna2gozue at Tell Hum
which was & vhite linestone structure, contrmating vividly with the
binck baselt round about. The thicimesa of the stone walls veried.

The walls at Tell Hum, for exumnle wore from two tn even seven feet

thielz,

Dimensiong.--Gf this Baron generalizes, "Host synagogues were small. n37
By wey of exorple he rdds, "That of Jure, for instance, could confortably
seat only sonme 55 men and 35 women. . . «*38 Tnig seems to be true in
nost of the aynesogues excavated thus far. To cite 2 few axamples: The
synegogue 8t Tell lum has & ground plan, excluding the courtyaxd that

nessuros 66.9 feet long and 61.2 feet wide. That nt Chorazin or Heraze

35gukenik, op. git-, pe 3.

367p3d., p. 22.
37Bnron, Tha Jewish Community, I, 92.
3B1nid.
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is about 65.6 feet long and L2.6 feet wide. The synagogue at Xafr

Bir 'inm, also in Galilee, mensures 59.4 feet in length and L45.8 feot
in width. The dimensiona of the synagogue at lla'aran zre 68.9 feet
long mad U8.5 feet wide. The synagogue 2t Beth Alpha covers an area
agout 91.8 feet long and k5.9 feet wide. Finally, the synngogue at
Hiletus measures 60.7 feet long and 38 feet wide. On the basis of this
it would seen that Baron's conclusion is valid in which he speculatest
itha Jews preferred em:ll neighborhood houses, in lieu of or in addition
to, & large central uynnﬁ::ogue.“:’g This is no%, however, to sey that
there wers no large synngogues. flthough none have &z yet been dis-
covered, Philo tells of & Muge synagogue at Alexandria that was so
large that the hegzan had to signnl to those in the bacik the preper

moment for the respconszes.

The Foracouri.--One of the prominent externnl features of many of the
syagogies vas the foracourt. Those forecourts are best deseribed by
the diagranms found in the apnendix, B 4yt & few ndditionsl connents,

verticulerly concerning the significnnce and use of the forecourt are
necessary. Briefly, the forecourt was ususlly » roofless, colonnaded

anmex attached either before or to the side of the basilicn proper. The

391vid.
LOuderencin, gp. git., I, 61.

Mlinfre, pp. 87¢f.
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forocourt at Tell HKum, for oxnmple, wes in the shepe of a trapezium
running along the vhole east side of the synagogue about 49.2 fest
long and from 36.9 to 43.7 feet wide. A mortico of shout ten to eleven
faot 1n width surrounds the court on three sides. According to Father
Orfali (the Franciscan excavaetor) there wore eight entrances or gates
into the court from the outside. It was paved with large slabs of

ntnne.uz

Those who hold to the view that the synngogue was basieslly
nodelad after the three divisions of the Temple compare the forscours
to the Chatzar, or Temple courts, particulerly the Court of the Israsl-
ites und the Court of the Priesta.

Although conclusive evidence of the precise usa of the forecours
ig lacking there are & nunber of theories. As wes mentioned above in
connaction with the location of certain synagogues near bodies of water
thore iz some evidence that nt least sone of the Jews ware accustomed to
narforming certnin ritunl ablutions or purifications particularly before
pr:;:,'er.l'a Dalman points ous, however, that there was no rabbinic precept
concerning clasnlinees in entering a synagogue, that is nons that are
extant todn:r.u' But there was among certaln Pslostinian rabbis the
éustom of washing the hands before the daily recitation of the Shoma'

in keeping with Deuteronomy 634=9, 11:13-21 and the prayers following

M2gurenik, on. cit., p. 20
L3sunra, p. 25,

Higuatay Dalman, Sagred Sites end ¥ays (ilew York: The HecHillsn
Connany, 1935), p. 147.
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1t."5 Tnig may perhaps have beon whas Paul had in mind when he
figuratively demands the "1lifting up of pure hands for pmyer.."'“5
At any rate thare is evidence that in somo of the synngogzue forecourts
there were arrangenents made for tha supply of water. In the forscourt
of the synagogue at Garask stones with channels for waterplpes were
found and it is supposed that there may hmve besn a fountain or laver
of uater there.""" There is sone evidence of & water-veaszel having
been located in the center of the court at Beth A1pha."8 Father Orfa1i
enlles attention to thrac stone vessels aboutl twenty-seven inches high
and from twventy=-sixz on the top to thirteen inches on the botton in
wiath."?

Erouse (Synagogale Alter-tiiner) vwrovoses that the forecourt was
nn apen~-air place of prayer where the Jewo arayed turning towards
the sznctuary. n50

Vhatever the purpose of the court actunlly was, it ias doubtfld
that 1% wes arected s B merse entrance way for the symagogue, since

the rabbinic autherities forbade its beings used as & 'Ymere paasage."sl

‘I-SM.

%6y pinothy 2:8.

b7sny, ope gite, Pe 1k.
481uea
501Inid., p. 146.

Sltpia., p. W7,
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Dooruays.--inite generslly, porticularly smons the synuzomaes of Caliles,
ohserves ncalistor, the facade or front side of the symezosue hod
threo doors, one openlnz ints the ceater of the nave and one ianto ezach
of the tuwo sida aislf-!s.sz In the case of Kafr Bir'inm 2 portico uss
ilt on the faesde 9ide within vhich the doorwuays wers sel, Sultenilc
degceribas the peln doorvay at Tell Fum, uhich uns shout 5.8 feet wide,
ae folloust
A frame, divided into three foseise surrounded by ovelo and
cavetio, ross fronm the door-mosts to the lintel, in the middle
of vhich 1% vas interrupted by a Felief, of uhich only traces of
an eazle with outstretched wings ranzin,

Tor further materinl on the sisze, nunber and locztion of doorunys 4in

[
gane of the varions synazogwos commare the dizgrass in the e:;:-pezz:uz.-'!"

iindousi,=elhore Lo o notable passase in the Telmed econcerning windows that
rerhane influenced synaogme consirvetion somewhnt, Fabbi lilyya B. Abbs
is crodited with saying: "A mon shouldd alweys rroy in 2 room th=t hos
windous. "0 There 4s parhape heras an allueion fo Danlel wyho had prayed

hroush an open window toward .memse.\:l.tm.56 Moy theorizes that windows,

by 52?&0-‘.’&115{@!’. Ioc, cit.
S3saicenik, gn, cltss r. 10
S%1asve, . 872
Snerathoth V, 3ls.

560ense) €311,
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particularly in the facade of the synagogue, ney have been thought to
pernit the assembly to look towvard Jerusclem and lts tenple during their
11::»:@!!5.19.57

Desides thig lifturgieal significonce placed on vwindow consiruction,
the synaozue had to depend on wiudows as the chlef source of lizhi,
Consenuently as nuy be expected, the Tfecndes wers abundnntly supplied
vith window opsningss. The synsiogue ot Tell Hum, or Cavernsus, for
emaple, had at lecst three windows in the facnds, besides a2 large
arched window in the centor. This center window, which wuzs loeoted
directly sbove the mein entrance, s 3.3 foct hiszh by 2.6 Zfect wide.
£ 2 $ine vhen no flnos covorsd window openinss kept oui ths sdveree
elaonents this was congidored on wmusvslly large window.e This wvindow
uns nrovided with an iron grating evidenced by the socket holes still
in ths eill eond sides. The window zmzs aprroximetely twenty inches

deen, There were prohobly other smuller windouws to lizht the 5;-:111917.53
Internal
linve

tnece again the resder is reforred to the dlsgzrans and floorpluns
of synososues in the appendix whlch will provide mors detziled information
concerning the size, shapae, and zehoral deseription of individunl syne-

- gozvas thon can be profitzbly siven hera,5? In Zanem:1l, howevar, the:

57103, g0, Sltes Pe 13

Bowenil, ou, gitss pe 2
FInfra, pr. 87fL.
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nave wae of rectansular shape with o longitudingl row of colums run-
ning down either cide sevarciing tho side aisles from the nave proger,
Those rows of colums are generzlly Joined by 2 tronsyerse row on the
cide oprosite the facade, forming = third alsle. In the symazosue =t
Chorzzin, for ommmnle, the nave ig 21.8 feet wide ond cach aisie 10.5
foot '.:ic‘:e.GQ A% Hafr Birtin tho nave is 20,3 feet wide and the aisles
are about 9,3 fant in u.’-.ﬂth.sl

Anonz those who 1ilzen the architscture of the synzgormie to that

af the temple, the nave is cormared to the Holy Place.

fonex-1 Sgating,--In o mumber of the anclont symazagues thers were
otone benchea Wilt zlong the walls for the sexting of the assenmbly,
fSines thoze found ot Teil Ium are perhnps in the best condition cnd
Z2irly reorenontative of the others we will focus our attention on
them. Sulenils deseribes then thus:

On the ezast and west sides, two henches were Buillt one ebowve the

other, coterminpus with the weils, Fach banch s 43.86 en,

17.2 inches high end 5%.6 cn. 21.5 inches wide. The stones

of the honches tuner dowmvande for the greatoer confort of the
occupants lags. "

0
6 suiﬂﬂﬂl.!f' e rel _gu-. e 22.
61;_13!-_&_.' e ?.fh

62%.. Te 13,
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Gemerally speckins the synagogues bhad no benches on the floor of the
nave iteelf ns do modern doy synsg gues.éa There is, howvever, the
possibility that the neve had beon proviced with wooden benches which
dinintesrated in the course of tine, Fut, Pembits, on the basis of
practices 23ill current in Pulestine, Syria, Zcbylonis =znd Horth isfrics,
believes 4t wmore lilely that the floor of the nave wus sprscd with
matting on vhich the wrshippars nat.é"* The Pelestinlon Talmud meolzes
brief mention of ssate for the consresntion ¢alled ]’ "-% DDEDD
(subeellis .65 Whather this referrad o the stons benches or other

geats is Aifficult to deterzine,

2 for fhe lLesdersc.«-thereas the congresuiion sat on the sicne
henahes alonyz the side walls of many of the ancient symazosues, o
glse, 82 is probable, =lzo on mate on the {iocoy, cceording to tha
Togochis the elders sat “with thelr faces to the people and theisr backs

to the Holy (4.e. to Jern&a!.e:a).“ﬁé This position of prominenca un

not ziven io nobted rabdia =nd leazders as & mauri of hozor and raspect,

tat, oo Havsercth conjectures this sent (orseuts) wze occupied by the

'sa.aath 4lpha doos, houvever, have & fow benchas on ths nave flgor,
believed by Sulzenils to hove heen placed thers nt a later date wvhen the
sexting was no longer udsguate, Of, Ibid., ps 32,

@".Dembits. on. cit., I, 630,
65 50:menlen Mezilleh 74

Enogephte Mezillah IV, 21,
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of the synngosue or most roputed scrite "in order that vhen the chiof
of the synazecus sumnoned them to rezd the Thorsh [,g_i_g.] (Pentateounch),
thoy conld at onco mount tho resder's plutform, n6? Such specizl saats
of distinction or leadership have heen discaversd =t several of the
gynasocue sites. The fivet o o found wme abt Honmatheby-Tiborias near
tho south wall of thnt synagoeue., It i rather erudely carbed out of
o gingle block of white limestone, standing atoul three feot hich and
sbout two feet wilde. Tho Igthedm or enat of distinction =t Chorazin,
which also séood noaxr the south or Jorusslem orientsd w2ll, s sleo
carvel of one tlock and iz zboubt twonty-two inchee high, thirty-nine
inchos broad, with o maximun soat depth of twenty-two inches, It has
elso arms of cne plece with the rest of the cheir zad conmected with
the choir at thair extzcmitica.éa Sindlar seats havo been Tound 2t
Duwre and Deloc. The latter, zlthouzh in sitn, surprizingly faces east,
probably indicating that the sitting of the olders "yiil: their beciks

to the Ioly" wae customery ubt not obligaiory. At fapernaun a somevhat
Aifferent seat wes found as the aprarent sest of honer, JTocoted in the
gouthwast corner there is otill in ploce = romnded ploco of the upper
banech (on the side wall) provided with & bdaclk carved out of stone, &9

™ie seat of distinction is todey guits generally helieved to

67Hausr:.-.th, ov. cit., I, 86,
63 gurcontic, gpe gibes Te 60

91p1d,4 2. 13.
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be the "Geat of loses! roferred to in intthew 2312, the seats vhiche-
althoush they were ordinarily reserved for the most reputed egeribes and

leadorse-yora of'ton elbowed into Ly plous anbition 2nd rich gmrments, 70

Seatins for the Uomon,--"The ancient litercture, 2s Sulzenil: correctly
siztas, "nouhere mentions o omacific regulantion to the effect that =en
and wonen masé be kept separaie a2t nublie vworship [,pg_.. in syn:'.::ogna;
£till less io it prescribed thei the women's section ghall be Bullt in
the form af z gaullory. "L gmie divicion was, however, observed in the
flerodion Temle in which thers wae a Courd of the Women TI"WIST NN
dictinet fron tha Court of Ieruel, %,\‘“\Luﬁ TS Y » the latter
being the inner one. Thers ic & sigmificunt rofersnce in tha Baby-
lonicn Talmed te the Yoter-lrawing Celebration of the TFengt of Tnber-
neaeles Sn tha Templel
At Tirat the women used to bo within ond the nen without, and
frivolity would resuld; sccordingly it waz ordained thot the
yomen would it vithout snd the nen withiz, tut still thare was
frivolity. Tinplly 4% uwns ordained that the wanen chouwld cit
abovn and the men Bolow, f-
This 1o perhups expleined Dy o statement from the lahmh: "It [the
lioment's Court.] vz at first eveon, but lator it waes surreunded with a

gallary, so that the wonen looked on from above snd the mon from bDelow,

M0or, vatthow 6:2,5; 23:6.

Monconir, g2 oit., 7. U7

"25waemn 51k,
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in grder that they should not be togather. 173 Prom & similer soures
in the Jerusalem 'l'ss.lmtﬁ.?"" tharo is reeson o believe, dnclares

Dr. Sulzonil, that in Palostinion Azxocsic the mele and fommles halves
of any congrestion ware desismated colloaguizlly as TI" “MNAN
Literally "those of the ground (flcor)? and W™ "% -y » Mthoze
of the uorer (floor)! respectively.70 From these roloranccs it would

seen that in the Temple, at least durins this one ceremony in vhich the

nen enbered the Courd of the VWomon, the women viewed tha ceromony fronm
gome 201t of p=lleorles,.
Lithoush: thore czn be fouwnd no officizl rermiciion thut brousht

thin Temale practice into the symssozue, Fhuli wentions that it wes

the custom at his tinme %o sexrog:te the sexes ia the 53'.‘.’;.".,:;3;;‘.'&6.76
Fhilo, hovever, ves 2 Jewlech writor in the diaspora and my nct have
»pflocted the sitvation in Pulestine. Archaecologsy doos shed some

light on the provlom and substentintoz Philols words even for Palastine,
A mumber of ancient Prlastinizn synaresues do heve o gollery. 4t Tell
Huz, for exmarple, there iz evidence of o double seot of columas on the

north side that 2¢ one &ime ourrorted on wrelairs gallesy., The sisirs

loading Yo the gllery arve of busalt and are locuted on the ontside of

731t ahinah lEddoth I, 5.
w*Jamsalem fwdeah 55 b,
TSoucantls, goe glles pe 45
7€Inid., p. 47
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the Tuilding. 77 Althoush the height of tho zllery is Aifficult to
dotermine az thelr is not & sinle whole urper colum loft, it has been
eetimtod ot nboud eleven end o half feot,70 At Chorazin & stairczae
was discoverad that no doubt led %o a similar balcony or ;;:111ery.79

A% Eafr Bilyin traces of o gellery ors gleo o'.ri.cant.‘-'o The fact that
thare sy olse other synasogme remmins which yield no nraof of &
wllery leads us to beliove that this wms not & compuleory fozture of
the symarogae during this period, It ig adunitted, Lint even where
gellearies sre evident there ic no concluesive proof that these gzlleries
wers desimmed exclusively for the wonmen, Nevertheless, on the tesis of
the Temle procticos and the prectices of subceousnt Judslsm (in some
awone of orthodox Judaicm oven to this doy the soxoes ars seporated) it
ig seaerailly aceented thot the ssileryies vher? pregsnnt wore for the
worone lhothor the women in thelr smllory ond porkaps behind & sereen
had their own private prayer worshin led by fomnle procentors as wns

the practico in tho (iddle Agos 16 not known. 21

??L‘E_Eb s 89
Pouronil, gos gifes 7o 15
Prvia., p. 22,
80 5acobs, op. git., XI, 63l

By 114m Hosenau, Jeuich Cearemoniol Institubtions znd Cusgtoms
(¥ew Yorics Block Publishinz Comceny, Inc., 1%29), p. 221,
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Tho Arlz of the Tow

If ue likeon tho forecourt znd nave of the aynasssue to the courts
oad Holy Place of the Temple, then the Arxk: of the Law would conforn to
the Toly of Holies,52 The Ar: secms to heve occupicd an intesrel pard
of ithe smagosue from vory early timas ond it is frogquentiliy zefarrod to
in Peimdie litorature, Generaily, ne in the lishnah the symasosus
irls of the Taw is referred to as tabah ( ?‘1;_1"‘ ¥\ ) to distinguish it

rorm thet of the Termle and Tebernacla, alihouzh zron ( 3 49 }s:'. )
does :1:.3:=;.\r.3:;r.'3"':l

in the developmant of the A2k in the gymagorue two stages csn be
distinzuished. In the eaxller tyie of symazoghe, poarticnlarly thot of
our period, tho Ark wes not & permmnent, built in rocoptacle iIn the
wall of the nave, tat o portable structure. 1%t yme not tniil later,
nerhuns the fifth ceniury, th:t the Ark wms tuilt into 2 zpecizl wall
roceptacle or cmoe in theo wall of brié:‘.tation-m

Fabbinieal asurces ofton spezik of the ozl of the ILaw of the exxlier

tIpe a3 a pcfte ble c':mst.as The osrly ark wms mie porichles for a

82,

Js M. Casanovicsz and A, Y. Brumer, Axiz of the Iew in the
Symegesmae in The Jowish Fn podla, eiited by Isadors Singer, ot zl.

(Zow York: Fmlk and Wagnalle Corpany, 1516), II, 108,
830
S”':hﬂ:m'.ﬂ:. ons cites P 69

8 Gf. Mishnah Talanith II, 1; Tosephta Mezillak IV, Z21d; a2nd Sotah
3%,
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muther of pnsuong, For oxotpla, wheon on eccound of on sbhoonce of
roin o fost ure ovdered, the ark vith the serolls of the Tay wns cipw
ried dnto the streets vhere cpeciul sorvices wer: conductad, a6 Also on
the feetive occasion kmowm o Ythe rejoicing of tha Isw® it wms curried
in proccacion.s? Casanovics sdie thet the arl:s wns made rortable so thnt
it could be readily end quickly moved with its contents in omse of
&éisturbance or &nn!-_;er.ﬁe

tetucl remaing of Azizs of this type are seconby. Savarcl fragmenta
of miniature crchitecture beolievad to have beon from the axlz have boen
found at Tell Ifum znd Chorazin, dpart froa thege the spproximmte
agnearonce of various arike con be Jeined fron o number of sictorial
recrasontations of the time that have come dowm fo us, Toth fyon
Polostine zad the Dissporas "Thess fllustrations, according to Sulenil,
Voorer romaricbly in the mein fealures.s It 15 zozt of a doudle-doorod
chest with 2 gabled or rownded 200, Hauch of the doore-wlings was divided
horisontally into o number of squeare or oblong nanels. The door-posts
wore sonetines shoped 1ilke colwmme, 29

A view of the interlor of the Ark: is offered by the Jewish 1% glass
vesugls found in the catucombe of Rome, They have haon doscribed cs

follows: Miora the ATk is as s rule represonted with opon doors, shouwe

fnz serolls, esch rolled shout & rod (umbilicus, SMPadés TIADY )

Hﬁﬂﬂlﬂﬂ-ﬂ. S _th'op Te 11“!!’.

8% ©. Bouguat, Xve ¥ Life in Yoy Testonent Times (Now Yoriu
Shorles Scrilner's Sons, 106%), ». 211,

S80asanowics, op. gits, II, 110.
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1ying in rows on sholws, "0 On a houd piece of door at Tell fun
there iz the ropresentatlion of a "Mittle temple on whoels" which mey be
o roprecentation of the porisble .l‘.rz-:.gl

In its moct rudinmontary form this early tyze of arks wus probobly
o nerc woodon ease or chast, raised from the floor sufficiently high
Zor the congrosation fo soe the scrolls of tha Inw when the doors wers
ﬂji‘-‘a‘iogg This construction of wood Zg porhops the roason that this
arly Lk has come down 4o us chiefly in remmagontation and not in
actunl exzmplo. This elso would acccunl for its portobility, as
stona construction would havo rondersd this almest immososille.

Father Orfali, in describing the position of the Axlz in the

o+

syasomae at Tell Hum, suprosen that the Avk wvas orizinally kept in

L‘l

c-'}-

a nleoove ab the aorth west corner of tha synarogue, and during the
sorvice was carried intc the nave and placed before the popthorn

colonnads, This would explnin the rsagson why the north wuall waes left
withond saats.gg’ In the course of time, however, a2t Tell Iun the Ark

wos ploced at thoe south end of tho nave, 1o doubt to facllitute the

Loolmen, gn, eibes Do 245
5'383210'..'162. E' L:L.Qg II. 110.

931)0.3.!.‘2&. Sle c!t,. Te 1,':'[}.
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facing YHowmrd Sthe Senetunry” during the pmarern.gl" Concoguently
vhen the cuaston was labter introduced of bullding = stationary Ari;, the
main entrance to the symzgogue at the center of the south side wms
‘blocized, thue rendering this elaborzte mein portnl uselesa.95 Presuie
2bly the sumo phenomonon occurred in other gymogoguas at ahout the
sane period, As the Ark: ‘beenms o perm=nent insizllotion 1t 2iso becong
more eialorate. In the coursge of time o specisl zpse, or Tilt in re-
cosa was constructed for the Az in the well facing -Temsalem.gs This
maxtes the zocond stzge of the dovelopment of the Ax:, Such arpses or
wvall rapositories huve bemn discoverad in synngoguas of the fifth cone
tury 4. T &t Beth Alpha in Polostine and Prions in Sonla, 4t Comper-
noun: end Chorasin fragments of tvo stone 1ione®! wiich stood on olther
side of the Axkc hove Deen Tound yhiech are bollevad to have beon of this
inter *;:n:‘imil..g3

in the pictorial ropraseatations of the Avi: of this latior noriod
there 15 2lzo sone notlon of o veil, NDYND , by vhich the recoss
containing tho iArlc wes divided off Fron tho »2st of the hall, They
show thet 4t was huns not, a8 in modern tines, over the doorz of the

Azizy, hut in the front of ths uhole arsa.gg Mig, of covrse, reminds

e, Intre, pe.Sle
O5uizondl, Ons Sibes Te 27
Pruag

Ingra, v.

Pring, ops gites Pe 5o
99tulzontic, gp. Glte, e 5%
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s of the veil that wms before the Holy of Holiez of the E'mple.zoo
In the Jeth Alvha syneposme the floor of the apsas ic olishily ralised
and projacts inbo the mein hall for some distonce as 2 pletforn, cub
through in the middle by stelrs. 4% the edge of the platforn, on
eithar side of the siairn, is & socket. The socket ao doubt contained
woate, suprorting & bBor or wire from which the vell hung d.o:m.lol A
airdlor arrangenant existed ob Torne 92  Another means of seoperating
the »ecocs of the Aric fron the worshipyrors e & morble sorgen. IHowmings
of such scroens, Sometines decorated with wrasths, vines, ksnorahs,
and so Sorth, have boen found ot Hommath, fseulon, Aghdod, and gldc-
03 A canony, ?\2_7"-: e vhich was spread over the A¥: bofore
the commencenont of the Sabbath is mentioned in the ":1:-:11:1-.10" looord-
ins to ong refersnce the canopy wme not to Be removed as long 25 the
congrosation 1-e:;::-.inm’l.1°5 Just what this canopy wos is not Imowm,.

The imnordent contents of tha Az, as alrveady mentioned, uwore the

serollis of the Torah and Haftorsh. AL timee separate chests wers

1
A0 £, atthew 27:151.

Y utentts, oo, gibss T 576
192y, one Slbes e 26.
1{}3&'1111911&: m 22&»

lmJnmsﬂlam Hoglillah 733 snd Jeruszlem Shobtbath 17¢.

*%350ta 390
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supnlied for the eeping of the Haftorsh nnd romeining books of Horint-
urn. 1068 gmp serolls wore covared with cleths or wrayners called

-107 and lalc¢ on shelves within the nz-,

The Dena

Thwe orot vhere the wyoekly readings from the Torwh and =lsc fron

the hafterzh were read was called the haong (Orveck, ,Gﬁ‘lu. A\ o Hebrow,

T"Q"Q )-:"03 The bama wvas usually roiseld above the level of the
Lfloor as o sort of platfoim end freguently woc placed in the center of
the *L.vn.l"- so that all might hoar the Word of Johweh with e2ual
clarity. That the bang as well the luach, or desk, and the wlﬂg
or chulzr, 210 wers mode of wood, 2 they nsuslly are stiil todey, is
guite evident fron thelr slmoszt totel abaence in the ancient eyn=:orie
ruing, tXE In Tell Hum, howaver, & stone Igma rlatforn heas boen dice
covored in the "southeast corner of the nave, noxt to the pillar, w112
Remmins of o etone lLome wors zlso found 2t Deth Alvhe nenr the coecond
ar from the south of the ocnstorn row, not fuor fron the apse. Iut

1
it is evident that this Doma 5= of lator date thon the mosaic flcor on

107y, Bocher, gg. gits, IVe 639.

108nouguet, one g‘b. e 210. OFf, Florshein, ou. _9;;. I, 436 and

Georsa Foot Hoore, s An the EL!'.L Senturles pf tho Mﬁn Iros
$he Azp of the m;g Carbridges Marvard Univeraity Tross, 1932), 1T,
ol.

10910581100 26D,

130:30 eslled Jiese end pepsulsh in Pdersheim, loc, git.
1lowzendts, log, gite

12y, goe gites 2. S
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vilch it stomdestt] end rerhops as lote eo the sixth century, 224
WYhather tho ]"‘}\‘\273}{ {from Croci: avqhoxz?os’ Jo o2 loctumn
reforred to in the Tosu_.::htans is connoctod with the Lems or on ine-
depoudent reading stund So uncertuin, Ur, Sulenik Delioves that it
vat & comparatively light object on the oxdor of cur msic-ntunds,
vhich could gven be lmng up whon not in 115«&.."':"6 Zhere wre pletorisl
reprasontations of some such item on the mosulc floor of the synuropues
at Teth Alpha and Jorash, on langs, and in 2 »elief on & eanitul of a

e 1)
oillsr at Tell m'u:t.“*'?
Tha Seven Zranchod Candelobra

Ihe sevan branched caundelubra, wiose gpacifications wers stipulated
alrendy 4n Hxodus 29852, was an immortont cerzmonial oblest in both the
Tabernaclo and Templos This candelabra which has beeome & sord of sacred
exblen of Juiaism wes the ignowsh, 2\'1‘1‘5\‘3 e Basically it wves not
composed of candlosticike na we know them toduy, was mmade 1 of seven
sill 0il lumes, occh with = hollow spot for oll and a wichk, at the

o b
top of the branchec or lamz-_:a‘.;s*.nds.ll‘-’ It wos modo of ctone, or 2s in

Intre, p. sUL.

L acondts, log. gite
Lm0sennte Relin ¥, G O
Wgucanite, gp. gltss ve 53

171p1d.s pe 55

mi-hrr. on. Sitss Do 16.
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the ecaose of the Tabernncle Temmlo, of 79ld or other precisus netsl,
Thet scne such exndelabra were 2leo used in the synugozues i clear
Trom the Talmudic writinge., The Tosephis specls of candslshra and
lamps being provided for the amf;ngze.ug The Jerugcleon Talmd telle
of o condelabrun which Antonine, to the graat Joy of the matriarch
Jehnda, nresonted to 2 smgogtw.lzo “he Hislmah spenlis of the oil
widch was buarning in the symagogue, and also ths custon of kecping
ampe bturning in the symasosue on thae Iay of .-'ttonanant.lﬂ

But vhether the candelabra used in the synzsogue wers of the
seven~hranched, ponownh type hos been long disputed by some auntherie
ties, bhinic opinion had dilscourszped the emxlation of the Termle
festuaros Yo prazerve the superlority of the centrzl Sanctuary, They
urged fivae, oix, or oight branched candelabre instead of seven branched

122 1 epite of ihds thore is svidence that meny o ddasnord

onas,
comrmnity, especliclily in Rome, brushed oceide such scruples and brouzht
the seven-bronched-condelabra inte tho synosozus. 123 7In Palestine {00,
however, in the symazogue of Homuntheby=-Tiberias o menorsh has been

Tound, I% i3 cut of o single bleoclk of limestone and meosures aimost

1900 senhta Mezilleh IIZ, 224
120 rornsalen Mozillsh e,
1Zcasncnin IV, .

1?233:'0!1. Or. %. :' 90.
1231 psa,
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wo feet in height, about eighteen inches in width, and zbout five
inches in thiclmess., On the fece side of the brenches are curved
ponegranates alterncting with fiowers. There are no spices batween
the uppor ends of tho branches, co thzt one continuons slab mulzes upe
the ton of the coadlesticls In the uppor surfzces of this, soven
Srooves ars hollowed out corresvonding to the ssven branches snd
deatined to contnin seven earthen 1&:?:;6.12""' Trom this it seens evident
that the ganoveh was an object in actnel use in some symazogues of the
garly conturiecs of the Chrictian ara.lgs
Ageoriing to pletorisl ropresentotions from this period the

condelabrz were vlacad on elther one or both sides of the Ark of the

- - 1
Torah. ™ ?'6
Fletorisl Reeresentutions in the Symosogue

The pictorial ?:'s*;:resent:ztiona in the synuazosues in tho first four
centurios of the Christian ern range widely from the vory sirmle cyme
bolg of the Ark, manorgh, ond gcaatlme leaves cazved into tha stone of
lintels to tho elaborete pictures of men and aninmnls set in floor
mosaics., Just what the atititude of officlal Judsism was townxd such
representations particnlarly of living Deingzs iz 4lificult to ascore-

$2in, for 1t varied grextly. As Finezon points out:

24
Sulzenils, 80 m.. Pe 55

125“’! 3

12610y, 100, cit.
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Sometines the lette=r of the law in Wxodus 20th ond Douteroncny
5:8 wne hold %o zmbsolubely mrobibit such reprasentotions « « «
Put asnin tho law was helg,?to vrohivit only the mokinz of imnzes

’ e b

for purpozes of worship,-
ite MlozfZor he M. Jadoln, for example, who wms wall zequainied with Jerte
salen bofore its destruction, saild, "In Jorusalem thore sre focos of
21l croatures excost mon, nl23

Dxocotly vbet the situaticn was alt the tizo of Jogsue is 2ingst ine
pozsible to say. That there wers 2t least simple ropracentations pane

tieulorly of inanbimte ohjecte ampecrs lilkely. ihethor, howower, thors

Judah, wlZ) ar yhich nortions have been FTound at Tell Mum, or hethor
thore were already then well paintinge, as have been found ot Duro-

= 2 "3 =~ —
MTonos, -0 is ccnsiderebly less 1ilkely,

It is genernlly accontad that the floor mosaies that hiave Dheoen

discoverei at verions synagosues, sre of lalor origin, iRilienil: ctates:
Anaother featura which distingeished ihe new type from the olé
[t.q:i. i, the synezogues of the fourth and Pifth Christizn contue
ries from those of the second end thizd] uas, }%5" ermloyment of
noszics instead of filagstonoe in the floors.™~

IZ?E-'inegan. gu. cit,, p. 227,
lﬂnig

12%ma 1ion has alweys beon a favorite symbol of the Jews. Je-
pieting strongth and protection i1t s no doubt baced on ithe words of
Gencsis 49:9. Of, Hosenou, gpa. glt., Te 20

130&‘11:: extensive well decorations of the synagogue 2t JUDde
Muropos which date from zhout 2U5-256 A1, are treated in Hachel
Machnitzer-Bernstein, “"The Samwel Cycle in the Well Decoraiion of the

Synazozue at Dura-Turopos", The Drogeedinge of the Amerdcon Acadeny fox

1lgukenils, op. Cites Do 27



By way of datling the mosales Dr. Dulcenilc refers to o fragoent of an
elition of the Polestininn Talimmd which siates, "in the éoys of R. iAbun
they bosmn to doplet desisns on mosalcs, ond he did not hinder then, ™32

Phe Re Abvn is mowr o have lived in the first half of the fourth cone

The first complets mosale floor of a symesosue %o bo dlscovered
vas that an 'Adan Dl nacr Jericho, The designa ineclude a laxge oizht

foot meporah in the vestibule and o sinty-nine Ty forty-oisht fool

nove mosoic contrining o panel of Daniel with the lione andé o cycle

of the zodiae 133 A% Beth Alphe the mosalio, aleo covering the entire
floox, is divided into three ponele; one is o plciure of the Sacrifice
of Iscaze, another @& Sollial similay to that ot Aln iuk, and the thizé

a roprasentation of the Azfi, the pgnorsh and two 113!:5.131" The noexics
2t the Pifth confury cynesospae of Jerash or Gernss, ars of a higier
artistic quality then most of tha others of thic pericd. They contaln

particularly seencs of the Diblical account of the #1008, 135

132;!!1:1' » e :a-plt
13 m. T 23—31.
13‘4&#-_‘1-- e 33'3""-

e ¥
L35Tnsd,, T 3537




CHAPTZR I
0T SYTAR00M WRMNTr SEETIOY
inadere of ihe Syunsomue Worehin

Tessentizlly the lezders of the symagzozuve were laoymen., No priast
ag such had apny conbrolling function iz the mansgement or lsaderzhip
£ tho inctitution.t According to Herford, ™Me sole qualifTiestion
[.;;;_.. for les -:::'ﬂ!;i'_e] thers wan ploty, Imowvlsdce of the Torch und
obility to commmicate thut mowledge, and that uas not confined to

. - - 2 -
‘lzss of mem, whothor priests or not.'= The worship of the syno~

g
0

rorae o Senorally Fesmloted by the menbars themsalves under the
londerchin of those who, By £if8s and charncter, were bLest £itited to
lend, Doaring this in nind we vant to oxomine briefly the sunlifica-

tiong and rooponsiblilities of etchi of the symugogue!s loy londers.

The Lyxchie

The principal loader in the synasogune uus the grchiswmncn-ms
(Crant, ;f’ ' Suvayw )«r;s}. or rosh ho-kenoseth (Hebrew, nojyom WA ).
tThig "head of the symesozue,” or president, w=s in gonerzl charze of

tho symaspeme and 1t: services, s position wes o comrmnliy office,

11t ic sometimes elalmed thot the symasogae was the worldls first
Institution whose ritunl wne conducted by loymen anc not o horeditery
wriosthoed. CF. Peter Blaoke, oditor, Ap Americon Synasosuve for Today
and _‘,‘_\'9!;_0;;93 (ZTew Yorlz: Thn Union of Anericen iebrow Conzragctions,
C.165%), Te Te

2Robort T, Heorford, The Fharisees (Hew Yoz Tho MacHillan Compe~
nF! 192'})l 3"'! 93.
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although ho wzs frequently selected from the numbor of the commmity
elders,”’ It was his responsibility to maintoin order in the sorvices
of the symosogme, According to Baron, he Massigned sests, dletribtuted
honors, invited guest preachere and, wvhon necessary cared for the
bnilding. W Sehmerer adds that he aprointed "who should read the Scrip-
tures snd the proyer, and sumsoned Tit porsons to pronch o o o 19
Althoughh 4t soonme that in most cases the grohisymesssmg 2id not hinself
yperfozrm the various zmets of worship, it wos his rosronsibility to ap-
roint gu=lified lay members or jucsts for sach of the worship fonmctions,

Among; the Jdews he was held in hizh esteen. To Belonz to tho family

wes & natter of great prif.e.s Thore is evidence

of on archisymncosus

that at least in soms instances the position ues heraeditery. 4in in-
gerintlon discoverad in Jerusalom and dated hefore 70 4.0, racards thae
building of o gymagogue by o certanin Theodotus, vhose fonily had the

honor of holding the office of grehisma-o:ma for three srnerciions.?

3fmdl schuorer, & History of the Jewlsh People in the Tinmo of Jegug
Christ, in Claxic's Forelwn Theolordesl Iibwery (Painburchs T. ond T. Clordk,
1890), AXIII, 6é5.

Bsalo Wittmmyer Baron, The Jowieh Commnity (Philadelphis: The
Jowish Publiention Scciety of Amerien, 1942), I, 104,

2 Schuoreor, loc. ¢ite
Sparon, doc. cit.
TJack Fine@en- .é.at.m..&_h_ Ancient Zast: Ihe Archneolozicsl

Baclkeround of g_izrist; Heli~ion (Princeton, H. J.i Princeton
Tniveraity P!‘FSB. c. nagsin,
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1% 1o not cartnin vhether this was o £0ll tine position or yhother
it could be performed by ome already engaged in another occupation.
However, becouse of tho denamd thut £t mado vpon his tine and effort,
the grehisimarmosus yas exauméod in Roman tines from routine duties to
state and comrunity.s e was requlrad, Durthormore, to rozd an accommt
of hls cetivities and finmncial menasemant to the entirs congrezntion
to vhen he was finally aubjnct.g

The archigimescsus ic nmentioned a aunber of times iIn the Hew
Mastoment, Thisz wms the mosition of Jairus whose daughier Jesus raised
£rom the deae.m Yhen Jesus interzupnted His sermon in & synaioghe one
Sabbath %o hool o worsn MAth & sxirit of infiraity, ' 1% wae the

whe donounced Him for His brewicing of the Sxbbath. 11

Orispue, on grehisymasozus et Corinth, was converted to Chricti=mity
by Pavl, inothor Cerinthiaon syehisymaceosus, Sosthenaes, ues beaten by
thn Oracics for scensing Paul before o civil court. 12 A% Antioch in
Pigidic Panl was iaviied by such officinls to deliver the honily or

S0rin0ily 13

Caerhard J. Borborger, Dhe Synerosul, in Jhe Univores) Jouich
Fneyclonedis (HWow Yorist The Universsl Jowlch Fhcyciopedis, Inc., 1943),
x. 1:‘.;' I}

“n2ron, 2oc. cit,

Waze 5122,

iuice 151

121089 18:17.

13mhis reference in Acts 13115 rofers to more than one g

gZus. There is no other referonce in secular literature that mentions
more then one such official in & marticular synncogue. OF. Baron, loc, clt.
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was suppordasd by o permonent, saloried officizl
exlled the hasgen (Mebrow ]_kr LAY ¥ areoi fm*vho E'-'r—q S). Tho hasgen
hzd a varlety of Dunctions, zand, as Daron points sub, "mol of the
confunion praveiling in gcholarly discuasion of the originiand meacning
of thic ofifice i due Uo hopoless attommis to reduce it to a particulesr
fmetion. "v5 Dasleally, he s the assistint of the grehisynarosus and
gervant of the congrogmtion, At timez he even hné his dwellings under
the symegomie roof. The Telmud gzives clues ap $o some of his dunties.
fle wvas responsible for briuslng out the rolls of the Torzh, oponing
them {0 the appointed rocdings for the waeel, handing them either to the
prchisymasorus, or directly to the chosen reader, and then, after the
rozding, folding them up ic the view of the conzregution and thon pntiing
thon awny :a:;.—.iz-;.:'-6 Thds function is zeoferreé to in ths Itlon account
of Jesus'! rraaching in flezarath, 17

It wes his guty to announca the arriwvol ond denarfure of the

g other holy éaye to the commmit:f.m To do this he would

2]
&
-
b‘l
3
&
o

stand on tho roof of the synazogue end sismal with & thrico repeztod

[ T
l'E'i:e word moung 1iter=liy "overseor" and forms the busis for the
Yow Tastanont ¥wickomoes .

153.::ron. Joc. cit.
Wsotan VI, 7.0,
177az0 b120.

Byogerhte Swamh 17,
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blost on the trumpotet? Aleo he indicated to the nrlost the point at
which the benediction should he pronounced, and ot faste ho told the
wrincate when to Dlow the tnu:po‘bn.zo In the smallor eynazpoue if thers
were not enoush rerders abt the service he might £ill out the mumbex,
or even zend the whole lesson hinmself, 2o woll as lead in proyer,?l
There aro rony othor fmetions aseribed variously to the hazzan,
He ofton acted as Hailifd, serving summons, or as o sheriff, emecutbting
sontoinées, such &z flogginzgs in the synsiogue 13rncinet5.22 Frequently he
was called upon to offor elementary inctruction in Habrew znd Scripture,. 23
“In hiz charge were the synagogue building and ita furniture,' states
foeres 2t Dombitz claims thet the hazaon, in the tine before tho Scripe
tore toxt wes pointed, was responsivle for holding the traditions of the
true pronmunciation an;l for seelng to At that the Scripturs lessons wers

]
corrocily rocd. 25 .

19800zme Foot loove, Judaiss in the First Centurics of the c_ggg_t%g
Yra, iho Aze of ithe Tomnadm (Cambridge: Huzvard Univarsity Press, 1932),
I, 280.

1n1g,

Z1pid,, T, 290.

22538-1'0:’1. a0c. git,.

235chmeror, Qne Cite, XAXII, 67.
&ioore, on. gits.s I, 239.

25tevis W. Derbits, Jeuish Sorvices in Synacomue and Fome
(iidladelphiat The Jowish Publicotion Society of Americs, 1892), e 6%
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he hezgan wes corveinlly chosen, Nven in tho oldont timea the
chief qualifications demanded, in addition to Immouwledge of Biblicsl 2ad
liturzical literaturo, & vleusant volece and sn srbistic cJ.eJ.!.vez-:,f,26
Apoording Lo the Talomd he wes apparentiy one of the learned clase, bud

£ o lowar degree than the Scribes uwlw wore Balow the Su ”55.27

“he hazzan and grehisynasosus were generally the two prominent
leaders of tho synazosue. Thore were, however, other groups znd indi-
viduzle vhoe played o part in tho synsgogue snd its worshipn, These %oo

dosorve briefl pention.

e Shellsch Taiblur and the Headers of thp Seripture

4s hng already boeon pointed out and wiil ba further expended in
tha trectment of the worehin corvice fiself, the individusls o con=
ducted the varions portions of the synsogue service were layuen seloct-
ed onch Sabbath by the arehismusosus., The laymn (or laymen) who s
czlled on to pronounce the preyers in the name of the congregmiion was
calied the ghelisch $siblur or "plenipotentiary of the coagreazztion!
(itebrew NHAQATY 7_]"'1_“:!; ). Since accomling to the Mielmah $he one
who reoad the hophtarah in the service wns alse oxpected to spexk part

of the prayers, Pdersholm concludes that uhen Jasus toolk vart in the

5
“hoz Schlcessingzer, L in The Jewish Zncyclopedis (¥ew Yorin
Tanlc cnd Yepnalls Company, 1916), VI, 235,

27_1_:;_15_53511_. Sotzs IX,
ﬁ'.-mmerer. doc, cit,
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worship scrvice in Nazereth® He ncted as the sheliach %civbur, 30
Comeorning the ronders of the Torzh and hephitar=h more will be

said bolow. R The qualificaticns for readers are listed by lurgoliss
inyone of itho congrozation, who poosoessed & voice, might poass
boloro the Ark ond le2d in the service. Carp was talzon thet the
reader was o men of disnifiod beariaz and sultably zovbed, On

fast deys copeclully szinted men wers invited 1o read the service
go as o move the worshlpors to contrition.

The Pricst

The priest s not an essentisl purt in the synssozuwn. then one
wuze progent, however, he wes shown deforenco and wae asized o pronourcs

the pricstly benediction of Fumbere 6:20-26,32

“he rabbi wes aot & permanent officlzl in the synngogue at this

22

Iuvize Z;: 20,

30:127ea Baorchoin, The JAfr and Tines of Jesus the lassish (Faw
Yorizs Lon-mans, Orean, and Compe 1901), I, 430,

BIIzzfra_. Tne 7BEL,
*2nw L. Marsolis and Alexsnder iarx, A History of the Jovieh

Zagole (Philadelphizi The Jewish Publication Sociaty of Anerica, 1927),
o 209

o

Bpeya V. Filson, "Temple, Synazogue, cad Church," The Ziblieal
Archeaolozy, V (Decomber, 1944), np. Skf.
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tine, In foct ho did not boconme o synngosue DMmctionary until the
nincteonth century in the western wozld. e fiowvever, he was oentitled %o
cortain honcrs when ho attendod the pymazosue ani was on sccesion exlled
upon to proach, At this time the radbi wne o laymen ond such aunthority
as he had rested upon his own porsonsl character and mentsl zZifts, and
not upon any kiné of minlsterial office, The $itle "robbi" liferally
monnt "my mastor® and at this time was conforred wpon &ny laymen whe had
sufficient training znd learning in the traditionsl law and the Scrip-

tares to qualify him as an suthoriiy and 2 teachar,

Tho Flders or Senhedrin

The elders (Haobrew W*J PS‘ » Greck TTpE D"/Gc;'rt:,a ot} or local
saphedrin, zlthough not involved in the cotual synusogue service seeuad
to have exerciced ultimnte control of the symegosue, They wore the
officual politicnl as well oo relisiouve judges in most Felestinian toung, 39
They were for all intente and purroces the trusteeszs of the symagsczue, and
they aprointed the grehd E&‘.‘.‘.&f'ﬂﬁ'&iﬁ,jﬁ The olders, =5 far ns we lmow, wora

the only officiuls connaected with the symagosue ulo vere ordeined. 37

%xl:n'berger. Oue Cites A 130,
35!.3cimornr. o, cit., HXIII, 62.

361!. Se Fmgton, "Jouleh und Furly Christisn Ordinntion,® The
Anzlicen Theolozical Roview, V (Moreh, 1923), ppe 3121,

Tirad,s pe 36




The Phariseas and Socherin

These tuo grouss £1t into essentinlly tha samo catagory oz rogards
the symegepne. Althoush noithor group oo euch exarcised leadership
¢n the cymuagogue, bobth had become extromely Infiuentlol in the synzzogue
end it zervico of worship, With their inteonse intersst in the Izw and
their avowed concern %o lkoon the Imw conetantly befors the peonle, they
ware frpouont, thowh unofflelol, rondoers and preachers in the synczosa,
iccording to lousyath the Sovherin in Fxrals plan

wara o have Docn instructorz of tha people, & ¢luas of lswuyers

vho exeelied the Lovitos dn the rending of the Hebrew text, 1in

the Targenm and (ddrash, and frox them dld the syangoznes usu2lly

colect their preachers, ané the Szaholrin their members,
Lbout the same could also ha said concerning the Pherisees, [HEndful
of the groat effoct of their preaching and teaching in the synagozuos,
Golud can say: "The FPharisens were the recognized heads of the Syna-

"
FOENE . e » o 32

Tho Sabbath Vorshin Service

The esmet monent of the arrival of the Sabbeth ot sunset on Friday
evonin® was anncunced by the hassan from the roof top of the symapsogue o

an elevated house, Iie bLlew esix dlaats on thoe trumset 2t interwvels. At

B, Fousrnth, Ney Testamont Times, the Tize of Jesus (lendon:
Willians and Norgate, 1973), I, B9

Facob Solomon Golvb, In the Deows of the Sccond Tomclo
(Cineimnati: Departnent of Synszosue and School FAxtension of the Unlon
of Anmerican Hebrew Consresations, 1920), ». 169
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the 'ﬂrnt blowing of the trumpet tho Jews in the fiold zbout the towm
"3':-;.11'. dowmt thelr woric; thosoe fic worimeé closor to tovm 414 noi rush fron
the fldlds, but wited for thogo who vorizod furthor oub, and all morch-
ed into town together. Tho shops, however; wore still open; they cldsed
a$ the trumped cxll. Tho thlrd dDlust w=s the siznal at which the pots
vere tukken from the ctovee and wrapped in wmrious mataericsls to preserve
thelz varnth, She thizd Dlast wos also the signal for the kindling of

tho Dabbuth 1lsatc, The devoul, who wore phylacteries 21l doy long,
renovell then ot this signal., Then came sn intermission, followed by
three zuccescive Dloats, thus heralding tha sacrad Sabbath rest.'!m

"t soon 28 the next norning, fhe Uabbzth morning dawned, the people
hantened to the asynapogue with gquick steops, Yor the Nabbinic rule uns
te hurry to the synogoeguo, Tmt to roturn with sloy and 1ingering ::tezps.e"l
Agcorling to the Mishnoh the worship service could be conducted only if
o minimom of ton ware present to form an gizh or cons‘.‘.'e;;.ﬂ.tion.”'z In
sone of the lerger or woslthior communltics ten Botlanin, or men of

leisure, wers sometimss hired %o Do alunys prosent ot the cymogosmo ine

suring that there would alimys be o sulficliently lorge congresation on

#oif.a;wim Sehouse, The Jouigh Festivels (Cincinnati: Undon of
Amoricen Hebrew Congrepeations, 1938), pr. 13f.

ul}-!&arlzheim. on. gltes I, 437

A2 emits, g2, olbes Pps 678
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3 -«mﬂ..us

The varts of the Sabbath aervice according to the Talmd ware to
ineclude the Shan', prayors, ronding of the Torah and honhiorsh and the
blezeing of the priest.m"' foolns Jacikzoon iiste five basic slements in
the worship cervice at the time of Chriast: (=) the rocitation of the
Shomaly (b) mrayer by the leader; (e) lections with tronsiztions; (&)
the cermon; zad (e) the blessin;.i"'s Tinch finds sevon olements in the
Sebihath sexvico: {(2) the offering of prayor, (b) the rending
of the Tow; (e) the offoring of tho ilsh or Shesoneh YEsrehs (d)
& rezding from the Provhetsz or haphtarah: (e) an axhortation or sermon
on $he readingssy (£) the offoring of praise; and () the Zzronic dlesse
i.".r:.ué For the yurnoses of this perer the genersl division fallowed
will ba thet of (o) Before the Torzh (incilvdinz the pacitation of the
Shoms!, the Temhillch and the Priecstly Benediction), (D) The Torah, and
(e} ifter the Torsh (inecluding the haphtarnh and cormon dlscourse).

It muat e emhasised, hovevnsr, thut much of the syussozue liturgy
of Christ's time is siill 4in doubts. Ko commplote mmnuecrints or descrip-
tions of this litnrsy bave como down to our Dimes, Murtheruoras, it is

1ikely thet ot this tine there wasz still no great dogreo of wmiformity

amonz the liturgies used by the Jews of Falostine and of the dizaporc,

J"33(13:-:.=-,ho:|i.x:|. on. cit., I, 4331,
Motogtiten 17, 3.

l"sF.. G. Fiach, The Eymacomue gnd the oy Tesbtou (Zondons
Uocloty Tor Promoting Christion Knowledze, 193%), v. 63

%m. e 63,




Of thin Lovertolf sayst

Heverthelosz, 1% 1o veiry doubiful if we have the moterial for o
comlete cutline of the Synnjogue Tivurzy of the time of our Ioxd.
%ie havo Yo dnpend on Eabbiniczl sources, und, valunble as they
ero, 1t most be romembered that the ZHsbuls, especially those of
the cecond and later cmmturies, wvhoss reforsnces, uswally casual,
to litursicsl mebtors cre discussed Sn Fabbinic litersture, were
often inclined to nrojact bock into generations of 0ld' the con-
diltions wlhiich renlly oxlisted in thelr own time, Iosidos, even
agcording to the ecaxliost troditlonal litermture, the Liturzy,
ovan Enbits zirmlor eloments, took definite form only by degroes

e o @ .,

Befors the Tomah

Ghe Shemel.-=Bagleally tho service usunlly besan with the recitation of
the Shemal!, This was &t timne rrecoodad by oan invoeztion and & psir of
benedictions., The invoeantion, "Rloss ya the Lord, the bdlecaed Ona,"
was followed by tho conzresntionnl reosponse, "oy the lord, the Dlessed
fme, b2 Bleaged forsver and over. w8 Conearning the benolictions conngct-
ed vith the Shomnt, the Hishnzh prescribes for the morning worchiy two
henedicticne before the Shom! and one .-::t.‘i;e:-.l"9 Tha firet benedicilon
gelled the yotszgr for its initial word wme 4in 4ic ocarliest forn probubly
ac felloun:

Dlessed art thou, 0 Tord our fod, Xing of the lorld, Yormer of

lizht snd Crentor of darlmecs, lMalzer of poace and {reator of 21l
things, who glves iizht in merxey to fthe earth and o those vho

\

“Prow) Tewortosf, Eymogume Vorshin in fhe Sentuzy in
Litapsy ond Yorship, edited by We K. Lowther Clarize (law Yoriz The
Hechillan Oompavy, 1933), vv. 61f.
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1iw thexnon, ond in bis goodness renows every doy, continuslly,
the work of creation{iit, tho wori of 'in the esinmning?, the
Fabbinic $orm for "creation'), Neot o new light shine over Zion
and thy Messiol's 1izht over us,

The second benediction, algo lmown by ite first vord ghaboh, In
on early forn uent us folloust

vith evorlasting (or abundzntg) love hast thou loved us, O lord
our fod; with great and exceeding compasuion hast Thou pitied us,.
Cuy Father, our Eing, for the anke of owr fothore wvho trusted in
thee, and o whom thou didst teach the sictutes of 13fe, Ve sro-
cious also unto us, and teach ns, lHercifiul Father, have mercy
unon us; erlishten our eyes in the Iow snd 1ot our houzin claave
mis thy commandments. Gilve ue & single heerd o love and fear
Thy Homee For in thy holy llane we trust; wo zojoice =nd exmlé
in thy gsslvatione Zhow ort 2 Cod who workelh salvation, snd hueb
chosen us from 21l pooples wnd tonsuas, and hast brought ws nigh
wibo vhe sreet Done for ever in truth; to sive thanize unbto thee
and %o procloins thy midy in lova,. Blgiset‘. art thou, 0 Loxd, Mo
hast chosen thy people Icruel in love.~

Heoxt followed the Sherma! itsolf, Tho Sneme! is always distinsuiche
sd Lroa preyor nroper, and is rather o confession of faith then o pray=
or. Femes it i3 syoken of as being "recitod" end motprayed” ( TAYE P
> U )e72 mg Shon! conelsted of the threo paragraphs, Douterono- :
ny 63893 1113-21, =ad Srbors 15:37-l. This confossion of Jehowsh
clono 22 the one God of Israel was to be sald, according to the zubbils,
not only durings the Sabbath moraning worchip, bubt by every adult =mnle

on
Israclite twice exch doye”” The three parsgrochs of the Shome' =re

591?01- the leot santones Fdorchiedn substitutes: "3leszed te the
Loxd our Sod for the slory of His handivorizs, and for the lighbeziving
lights which fo hes mde for His proise. Selah, Bileased be tho lord
our Cod who has formed the 1izhts." =Hdorsheim, op. cit., I, %39

Slrovertof?, on. cltes T €9.
52 cimerer, gn. cite, NXIII, 77

53‘.1.‘;1;‘4-- Do Sle
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roforred to in tho Mishnsh by thelr firat words: (2) MY VD
-—1

orizin of the gonersl title Shemat); o/ PW—TIY TWoers ;i (e)
- ~ -
IR .

Following the recitetlon of the Shemn! cana the benediction,
gueth yn-roizid, which read:

Tree and foithful(conctunt), estzblished and enduring, richt and
faithful, beloved and preciouns, desirgable oné lovely, awful and
rdghty, wellwoxiored and worthy of zll zccepteotion; good and

ubifl ic thic word (f.g. the Shema') to us for aver, True it
that the God of etormnity (o ?the world!) is ocur FKing, tho Fock
of Jocob--the Ehiold of cur salvation, From generation to gonore-
tion he anduroth, ami hiz Mone enfuroth, and hic throne isc ontabe
lichod, =nd hic Finadon and Faith ondure forsver, ¥is words live
ond endure, they ars Zoithful and desivable for ever and for 213
oternity, for our fatkhers and for ug, Tor ou® childron and for our
Gensraetiong, and for =1l the generutions of the caed of Isrzel,
thy servont, TFor the past and present generations it 1 = good
and constznt word for evar ond ever; it ic tmie and foithfuvl, an
oetablishel thing that oholl never puss awnmy, True it s thot
thou art indesd the Tord our (God enii the Giod of our fathers, cur
Craator, the BHock of our sa2lvation, our ligdeetior and Savior fron
evoerlacting: such &s thy nume; thers iz no God beside thee,

doez notes that feollowing the Shomt it ws the praciice to rocite
the brief benediction, "Ilescoed bo FHis nane, whose glorious Einndonm 4s
forover und ever, ¥ in a low woice., This cuctom he sdds, =5 sabzeauonte
1y discontinued vhien the ainis (Jewish Christians) begmn to tolie advan-
tare of this occosion to insert o hereticnl prayer, or the nnme of Jesus

the Moszish, 55

5 Tevertofd, on, cites me 70.

S55akob Joes, Tho Jeuisk Poople snd Jewlsh Christ (Zonloms The
Socitety for tho Propszetion of Christisn Knowledsge, 19%%9), me 45,
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Zho Shemonch! Fsyeh oz Zephilioh,--The Shemoneh! Fsreh or Zehillsh
constitutes the principal proyer portion of the worshin. Iy wey of
introduction it is well to Note briefly scne of the Javioh custons in
rosord to symagogiig prayer et this time. The formula siven in the
Talmad which {the prayer leader, or ghelisch isibbury, swamonsd the
congrrasation to nrayer was M SU1t" Ny -13")3__ .“55 The use of
written prayer mberiala by the lozder or the congrogntion was gonercl-
1y forbidden. Tho prayers used traditicnslly in the sorvice wvere
comnitted to the momory not only of the leader tut of tha majority of
the male adult worshipers e welle”! The shellach ieibbur, &5 he
arayed, would stand bBoefore the Azk which contzined the sacred Torch,
lience, to pruy wac commonly cmlled "to £o Defore the Ax:, 058 mhe
Tosoehte and other rebbinic literature required that iths worshiper

fegce Jormsalem and its Sanetunry peardicularly during the act of ym;rar.f’g
To doudt this injunction reflects such Biblicsl roforancez as the prayer
of Zolomon at the dedlention of the Temple which mentions praying "unto
the Tord fouard the eity" and "toword the house."® Aloo sismiZicant

wz2s Daniel?s orientution toward Jarusalen éuring yr.:a?ar.el In complionce

Oparaichoth VII, 2.

Traiuie Blav, oz in The Jewish Encyolovedia (lew Yors: Funl:
end YWegnalls Company, 1916), VIII, 133.

Priotnrich Oractz, Hictory of tho Joys (¥hiludelphia: The Jouich
Fublicatlon Boclety of Amerieca, 1898) II, 363,

59Tonophta Borakthoth III,
601 wange Sk,

6lpaniel 6i1l.




63

with: this gonerczl cudgton the congresntion wovld stand and faca Jerusalan
during the Shememeoh $lareh, Az most of the symogosues wers alroudy
orionteld in thit diraction this was on automstic action, In the inciznces
whors the avls wes placed along the w2ll onpesite thet which wms Jeruse~
love=orionbed the conprosation hnd %o turn srowmd éuring the prz:.:mrs.sz

It is doudbtful that at this time the worchipers were rocuirad to
cover their heads during prayer. As Zeitlin emphasizes, this iz arparent
not only from silonce, but from o stalement in the traciale Sechorim
that in the ecarly doys even the Shomot! could be recited Iy men with
wAGovarad E'.er.-.d:.és e for the women, however, their heads hed to be
coverad o is reflected in the custom of the carly Christion C‘:hurch.@'

The wse of the tephillin, or phylocleries durling proyer wes To-
stricted fo vrivate pruyer and weckday synogosme proyer, Tt wae not o
part of tho synogoguo service on Sabbath or fegtivals, Tho s=mo is tmue
of the %213it, or proyer-shawl, 65

The Shomoneh iXsreh is the designation given to & zrour of prayers,

2
6""--’- Bocher, Synosorus, In 4 Dictionary of ihe Bibie, edited by
anos Mastings (Hew York: Charlos Seoribnerls Song, 1909), IV, 63%.

83501 0mon fettlin, "An Historicel Study of the First Cemonisation
of the Hebrow Liturgy, " Zhe Jouish Znarterly Jeviey, JCUIVIII (Jenuary,
19“‘8). Te 333-

&ipe, I Corinthiaons 1136.

65Levartoff. oo glt.s p. 66
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tho koynote of which ic proise. They invarlably end with tho formlal
UHlessed axrt thou, O Lord « +» « o" which has alco glven to them the

name Jlerals or benedictions., Fregquently alsoe they are czlled
Bephilloh, which mesns, "the prayor.” In nore rocent times its revised
end descended form still in common use in Judaisa has been called Lmidoh
(Hobroy for "stonding, " becuuse it ic recited standing), or the Fishteen
Reonodictions. The munber of the prayers in this group as we shzll see
hng voeried in history fron the origlnal six prayers for wedsl-d-ys and

seven for Yabbaths and feast-dsys, to itc present Tized forn of nince

Bince the current versions do not represent tho oayliest form of
theose bonedictions, i$ iz extromely Gifficult to reconsiruct the boeie
toxt or tho text o 4% was used durinz the tims of Jesus Christ, Tuse
thormore, oz Levertoff contonds,

Thore wes clways an avorclon among the Enbdbls to muizlng proyer

o mabbor of nmixed formilas, Uome lnbbis, for instunce, hold

that one should include scmething new in one's proyer every

doy (Bor. 250b); and even in the third century A.7, mech latitude

provailed zs rogurds personal deviations in phaaseoslosy.

The bezinnings of the Zephillah are veilod in odbscurity, cithough
some trzce portions of the proyer, particularly tho firat threes cnd the

lazt threo benedictions, as fur back as 1"!zm.63 It is, howsver, goneral=

66;1;;2_.. Te 71. For an exnlanation of the differrance in counting
eishtecn or nineteen banedictions cf. Joes, on. gites ». 5% and
Eﬁerﬂhﬂi’a. m m. I. %1.

67I-overtoﬂ’. o2 gites T 73

680z, Riauw, op. cit., VIII, 133 and Artimr P, Stanloy, lectures on

ihe Historw of the Jewish Church (Now Yori: Charles Serilmerts Sons,
1613), III, 135.
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1y agread thoat these six shkoleton benedictions consitituts the oident
portions of the prayer. 89 he first three petitions are petitions of
preise, Although the cxuct form of these bonedictions is 21l tut ime
nogsible to doterming for a given poricd in history, on old version of
these banedictions, and porhups mech 1ikce thal used ot the time of Chvrist,
ie that given by Levertoff. Benediction It
Slescoed ard thour, O Joxd cur God and the God of our futhers, the
ol of Abrzham, the God of Isanc and the God of Jacob, the grest,
nighty, ond awfal God, the fGod most hish, Passessor of hozvon and
earth, our ghieid and thne chisld of our futhors, our tzust fron
generation to oneration, Dlesged art thou, § Shield of Abrohasm,
honesiction Il
Fhou oxrt mighty foraver, 0 lord; thon anickonest tha dead; thou
art mishty to seve. Plessed zart thou, © Tord, who quicienost the
dends

Bonediction IIX:

Phou art holy and sufnl is thy nane, and thers iz no God spart
from thee, Dlesgsed art thoun, O Zord, the holy Cod. ™

The lant thxee benedictions close the Teohillah on & note of
thanlesziving to Gods Inm their early form no quoted by Lavertoff, thoy
perhapa rood as follovs:

Benodiction IVI: Do pleszed, O Lord, our God (with owr proyers)s;

dwell in Zion, and mey thy servants worship thes in Jerusclem o « o «
Mlesced ars thon, 0 Lord, our od, whom olone we fear and worsihin,

69;’3:; Contra Lovds Finkelstein, "Tho Nevelonusnt of tho Amidab, " The

Jefish fparboxly Beviow, XVI (1925-1926), pasgin whers the oldost peti-
tiens are 1isted mo 1, 8, 9, 1% 15, 18 sad 17,

0%,0vertofs, 2z, Sites Te 71« TFor the curront fora of those beno-
dletions see Daily Pan Roviged edition. With Pnglish tzenslation
By Dre Ae The Fhilips inou Yoriz: Habreow Publiching Company, Nede)s Ile
1032, Horezfiar this worlk will be referred to as Delily Pzovers,

MEMORIAL LIBRARY
& CONCORDIA SEMINABY
ST- Louxsl Mo' PP
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Denodiction XVIYs e zive thanlza unto thees we thanlk thee for 211
thy benefits, the grace and loving-izindness with vhich thou hast
rowvarded ns ond vhich thou haat showm (lit.dono') to mz and to our
Zathorg beforn ua., Blessed ot thew, O Lord, whon 1t 1= gsood to
thanlz (or, "the good God, xhom it is nmeoet 4o thankt),

Henediction X¥III: Grant pozce upon Isracl thy people and upon

thy elty, and upon thine inherlinnce, and bless us all togsther

(15t. *as one')s Dlesszed art thou, 0 Tord, the !klter of pooce.

There ore those who Delieve that at on enrxly date and perhiepas 2t the
tine of Christ the Zophillah used in tho Sabbath service consisted only
of thece six banedictlons plus one other single prayer thnt took the ploce
of the thirteon intervening maetitions. The subject of the substitoted
proyor was identified with the particuler day and ite prover observince,
There are others, however, whio believe that svon thoush the intervaning
eotitions were not & part of the orizinal Tembiliah and each had ite oun
hisforical develonment, moct of them were used glrsady In the Sabbath
gervice in Christ's dny. In elther cnee the thirtoon potitions deserve
some mention ns to their contont cnd form,

To be suve the thirteen inteorvening retitions wers not used in thoir
prosent forn at the time of Christ, The Zephillsh 31d not receive its
present form mwntil ofter the destruction of Jerusalen In 70 &.7%. The
work of recusbing and giving o fixed form to Tgphiilabh seems to hoave boen
precipitated by the need for a unified and unifying among the disporsed
Jows ftnr this dote, The Talmud in o gonersl way ascribes the final

formilotion of the Tevhillszh to the "len of the CGreat Assemdly. 72

71.‘-1001'3. ops Sites I, 205; Fdershein, gn, clfes Is Lne

72 0z1110h 17D,
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nt by the side of this pious zmseription situnds the fur mors 1ilely
historicsl statemont nlso in the Tolmd that rosdst "Our Hebbis have
tousht:  Simoon the cotton-denler (Felivma trnsl. Fluochsschillor)
arrenged the eighteon benedictions ia order in the prosance of Iabban
Gereiiel ot Jabnsh. 972 On the basils of thie 1% is generally accepted
thnt Simeon ha-Talull, in the presence and wader the dirsction of
famaliel II i about 90 AJDe, rocmet the Fephillaobh in the form to which
all modorm vorelonz of 1% revort. 7 According to Hoora,
tha worlz of the redoctor wms prineipally, so trodition doscrilbea
it, to arrange in uppropriunte order existing topics of nrayern,
probebly with the exereiso of & cortzin selection among nearly
oouivelont petitiona and the adoption of = normal, though not
oblizatery vhragseolosd.
The prayers themaclves, porticulozly the contaul thirvieen petitions,
nad tholy orizin ot voriouns times and under variovs circumstsances. SHoma
of then were nduptel from the Torple liturgys othors wers perhaps

oxininally fromed for the private uase of individunle, whils gthors still,

exnroneing fesling and dosires of the conmmiiy or the poonle, sosn to

have their orizin in the gymososue itself,

Professor Flnlkelstoin, Jouish liturgicsl scholor, on the basis of

?BJOGB. Bt m. Da 52.

Prooves oo gifss Is 292

P934, Ty 29224
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of the prosonce of the torm 'I]‘?T%N. ’3T , desizantes ag the oldest of
the thirteen petitions the proyera for heclth (VIII), for prospersus
yours (IV), and for Jerusalenm (¥IV). These existed in somo fornm alresdy
boefora the Christion ora.76 In an early form these petitions recd as
follows:

Benediction VIII: Hecl uae, O Dord, fron our affllictions, and
rouchaafe & heuling to our woundz, Bleazsed art thouw, 0 Lord,

ho Hecler of tha sicls,

Benediction IX: Bless this year unto us for our good in 211 kinds
of the produce thercof, Xlessed crt thou, 0 Loxd, who Dlassest
the yours,

Bonediction XIV: HMewve pity, O Lord our God, on Israel thy poople,
en Jerusalen thy city, ond on Zion the dwelling-place of thy zloxy,
end on thine elter, und on thy Palace, and on the Einsdom of the
houvga of lavid, the Heasiah thy rishieousness, 3Blessed st thou,
0 Tord, the Hullder of Jerusalen,

i

inlzelstedn, oleo on tha busie of intemnl evidence, assizns the
potitions for wisdom (IV), for rementuncs (¥V), for redemtion (VII),
a2nd for the gotherings of the éispersed (X) to tho poried of the rise
of tho pupils of Fillel, that is the period bezinming zbout 1020 A, ".1*.78
In an cerly forn thoce petiticne read as follows:
Benodietion IT: O our ¥ather, fovour vs with Imowledgo, under-
gtanding, znd discernment from the Iow,. Blessed art thouw, 0 Iord,
orucious Fiver of lmouwledge,

Bonediction V¢ Turn ws unto thee, 2 Tord, =2nd we shzll turns ro=-
ney our doys like unte the duys of old, Blessed ars thouw, 6 Zoxd,

"rinroistolin, one cites pe 8o

"1evertors, 0Dy Si%es Do 72, TFor the present form zee Doily
Froyers, pps 9385,

7Binkolotain, gps Cifes pre 121,
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uho delishtost in repentance,

Benodiction VII?Y: Tooi vpon our afflictions and plezd our couss,

and redecm us for thy Fane's salte, Bloosad axt thou, O Iord, tho

radacner of Isrmol,

Benoddctlon 5°0:  Souwnd tho sropt horn for our froslon, ond 1ift

up the ensizn to zather us, Blessed art thon, O Lord, who gathorsst

she 1 .v.-is.mu onaes of Isxuel,

Pond Teverboff dntos the fiftoonth peolition hofere Christ, and tha
netition conceming forgiveness (Vi) tontatively at the "beginning of the

chriotinn em. 82 The version of those proyors he cites iag

RNonediction XVt liear, O Inzd our {iod, our voice and have mercy
imon to. BPlesged srt thow, O Loxd, the Hearer of Frayer.

iction VI: Forgive us, our Fathor, for wae have sinned,

ad
:‘.T né:rx; art thou, 0 Jord, who dost abundanitly forzive.”
Two othier potitionc Lovertoff dotes with a general and uwrcertain
“olter A0k 701" Thone are the prayors for postoration of sosé govern-
mont (XI), and for tho restoration of sacrificisl worship (an insertion

in ,:’JI)“ In an early fornm thoy are as follows:
o vl

T Lavartof? dates this petition after 70 Lol Uf, Levertalf, loc.
cit,

go?-cu—n.:iu dntos this petition from 4070 AuD Cf, O, S. Ronkin,
e Fxtent of the Influence of the Syagosue Service Upen lWorship, "

The Jowmmal of Joawish Stndies, I, 1 (let Tnartor, 1923), pe 2.
83y ovartosf, log. gits
321-g!§
R TR

Hrpide, mpe 728
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Benediction XIi Restoro owr Jjulges ns at first, and our counsol-
lors zg &t the besinning, and reixm thou slono ovor ne, Blegsed
art thou, 0 Toxd, who loveat »ishicoucnese and judeaent,

Nenediction XVIt ilove pity and restore thy Shozineh into Zion Shy
city, =nd the order of (sncrificisl) worshin inis Jorusslom, , Dlosse
ed art thou, O Iord, our fod, whom alone wo fenr and mrsh:!.p.s

Tha lact of the prayers to be added to the Tgohillok wore the po-
titions for the dostruction of horatica muid spostatas (3IX, knowva ag

the 2ixet he-HMing n), ond far the rightesus converis (XIIT), Those tuo

netitions, kmomm dofinitely to have had their oripin aftor 70 L.l
(2 ¥ A

heve boen dated as late an 110-117 4.1, In thelr cerly forms thoy

roads

Henediction XII: Lebt the spestutes have no hope, and may the

wiclked leingion (Rome} Bo rosted oud, and the Xomeweons and tho
Hntm (heretics) morich as in o moument, ené be bBlotted out fronm

tho bool: of 1ife, Bloszed ard thouw, 0 Tard, who mmblsst the

arrosnnte

Banediction XIXI: Iy thoy tonder mercies te stirred townris the

prosolytes of risghisousness, ond £ive us a Seod roward with thesa

who o thy.yill. =BEleased art thou, € Iord, the Trust of the

rightecns,.

The $welfth banoediction, sttributed 6o Samel the Small, s
directed agzinst the ginin wiho were thoso ostracized ond consldered
heretical Ly ithe synzporme leadors, Chiafly at this timo those were

Jovich Christians, antinonmicne and seeta.rims.ss

61p1d,, 3. 72
87;3_! g

Boce, ops cites poe 5285 Dlou, gne glbes VIII, 133
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Tho Docaloguo,-=Thore iz o traditlon that in e=rly iimes, poshaps yotb

at the tine of Chrisi, the Deczlopue had a plioce in the sgmagozue core
vice., ‘mether this vits recited after the ghemn! or after the Teohillah
it is culte cortain that 1t waz in $he vorticn of the cervice bofore the
reading of the Torah, 99 he custon was discontinued about the middls of
the first contury, eccording to Rabbi Natham, "bacauae of the Hinim, "
thet is, bDecouao some hereticsl grovwm, poxhenrs of Jowish Christians,

maintained thot 1€ smo only the Decalome rvovenled by God o Ehses.?e

The Priesily Seneciclion,—=hie priestly benediction of Mumbers G:23-26
was Saizen over o fhe synsgogae from the Templae. The benediction gid
net sexve ag the tewminal point in the symarogue worship ssyvice, a8

iz castom:zry in the Christizn liturgy, but most probebly cums at the end

According to loore, the Priest's Ieonediction, when

nronotneed, foll bstueon the soventesnth and eisfiteoonth benedictions of
tho Zephillsh, boing very £ittingly placed before the denediction con-
carning the pezce of God, serving ess ¢ kind of congrozaiionzl responsze
to the iriestfs Beonodiictions’> Tha words of tho priect, "Ihe Tord 1ift

up his countonance wpon theo snd give thee pence,' are tuken wp by the

892, Iouis Finkelstein, The Pharisess (Philadelphis: The Jowish
Publicution Society of Americu, 1938), re 65. lHereafter roferrsd to as
Finlrolstein, Pharisass, A~Also of, Levortoff, gp. giltes De 630

g0,
Barakhoth 12a.

-~

L oore, gu. Gites I, 20%
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congragation throush the ghelisch tsibbur: "Seslow pence . o o upon ug,”
ctes, with the corroasvonding benedictlion to the "Helter of pozeco.

The priest in wronownciang the benedictizsn eleveted his hands up
t5 the shouldere znd smokae the blessing in thraooe nozts, Aftor ench
section the people responded wAth an .'xmsm.g2 The superciitution thot
1t vos wlawful to Jook on the priest while he apolss the hlassinf;g:’
Hadoroholn razards oo being of later data.gl"

The 2pinotls Ronediction wns Yo b proncunced onliy by the priecot
and, 2o is gtill the custonm, whon a priest or dogcondunt from & priest-

5 Tomily wme net preannt for the sabbath worship, the Lensdiction was

,‘
ord tted, 97
The Reoding of the Torah

In the words of Herford: The priacinle object of the Jewish
aesently in the Synasosue hes clwmys bean $o rolecve in exporicnce the
blessing of which the divinely siven Torch was the revelation and the
tnotrument. "28  Schwerer omnrssoed the como thought: "the nein ghiject

of thegze Schbath doy sesenblazes in the asynozogne was not nublic worship

PZndorohoin, op. eites I, 42,
S30hneisnh 162,

Hedorshotn, gns Gitesr I, L3
957, 0vnztots, loc. cite

9%'&01'1’01‘&. o5 3.’.'&" Pe 23
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§n itz atricter seanse, J.0.¢ Dot dovoilon, ¢ religiouns instructions,
ond this for an Iernslite was above all inetructlon in the law, w97 wor
this recson the resding of tho Torah was the very center of tha Scbiath
worchip. It hos even beon sald and iz lliely true that ths rending of
the Torsh occcupled the place in the synugogue thod tie socyifice held
in the Terpla, o

Heherdoh records & cpecial blessing that Fsra uttered befors rect-
ing; the Yook of the Iaw, To which tho ascembly responded with “Anend
Armpnd P9 mmie prectice was continued subsezucntly in the synesosue.
The firct recder would Dbopin with the introductsry "Ravelm! (Bless
ye the Tord)ei®? iccording to Tevertof? the congrasution would then
recond: ":Bti.esf-:ec art Thou, 0 Iord, who gavest us the Torch of Sruth
and plantect eternal 1ife in our midet, Elessed art thouw, 02 Lord, the
Giver of the Torsh, "I

According to the ldshneh thers were to ve seven Torah readers in
the Sahbsth morning service and onch was o rad a pinimum of three

verses. In czlling un the renders the grehisgna-osus wae to give pre-

573(:1:1101‘0:-. gne cit., ANIIX, 93.

S3aeonge i, Darton, The Relision of Isypol (Philadelphis: Universi-
ty of Poansylvenia Press, 1928), p. 248,

92 nahenizh 836,

0%z ustonn Kohlow, dctions, in The Jewish Incyeloveiia (Mew
Yoxls: Funk and Wegnalls Corpany, 1916), ITI, D.

10 navertoffs op, Cltss Te 7 Levortof? slso gocs in this a
poosidle clue to Jesus! words in Jolm 5:30,

- ——
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ceionce to o nricst or descondent of Asron iIf one wis prosent, Next
follovad & Loviite, and aftormrds five ordinary Ismaolites, 192 moy
clogaely thiz injunction wms followed in She firat centuzy of tha presant
or:, ezpooinlly in the smaller symurosues of Palestiila, iz not Imowm.

It iz provnble thutl vhoen readinge on ordinary Uzbiaths first cume
to ho custormzyy, & vasease wes dolecied freely by the hoend of the gynie
gogne or by the recdor, Sucoessive readaxs then mizht tolzs puscages
fronm dlfferent parts of the Torsh, I this had not beon e then the
prohibition in M. Hogillaht M"Readers may not aekip £ron nlace to ploce
in the Pentatruch, ul03 would be meaninslens, Mitlrately tha Poniatouch,
howevar, was divided into consecutive soctions (godarin, or poroshoth)
of such leagth as to commleto the roading of the Pontateuch in 2 spaci-
fie length of tine. Tho Talmi rofleocts thia devolopiment #hth the
gtatoment "thot Iexcel might hoor the law conasascutively. ni0% Moore

vosests that a proctical reason for this, aslde from the spiritucl
beonelit that no dovdt ocerved, may have besn that the rolllaz and wroll-
ing of tho seroll for widely acparated readinge wmso tedicus both to the

hagean end the congrosntion. 103

1020 ttin 566 ond Megilleh 2Ma.
Y03, epiiten TV, 1k
10%

anillah 75b.

105.'-300?9. ops Sitee I, 209,
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By the third contuvy:®S of the Christizn ere & vogmer pericopel
systen for veading the Toraih had developed. The Jous in the HWest gener-
21ly follovad tho Palestinicn cusitom of reuding throush the Torzh in
thrae or throe and hald years.lo? In the thrses ysor cycle the toxt
was divided into 15% soctions, one for onch bobbath, z2nd in the thres
end hel? yoor cgyele there wore 175 éivisions.lc‘s Thie Bobylonicn custom,
which muy hove develoned later and ig the genorally usel paricope today,
read throush the Toruli An ohe yFour, 102 1w, Pineh in hiz spacial ztody of
the origin of the synasomuo wordearnl sysien contends that the triennial
reciinges were in uee alroady at the tins of Christe In his slmificont
study e points o poseidlo commections beltween the wordc of Jecus and
actions of Christ and the periconal section of the Torah rezd in the
synasogiee 110 Pinch describes the Palestinion pericepsl aystent

In i% portions oppropriate to the gread dayo of tha celendar fell
to ba used on theasa scczsions, svwrely not without soma adjustzont
of the chronolony, and the mmitor lying betwecen theom wne distrib-

ubsl over the intarvening wecks so 1:!:.%'.‘ an end of such reading waos
made aboul the First sabbeth of Adar.~==

~

106g2, 1oziilah 20b, Jerusalen Shabbeth XVI, 1 and Sophes XVI, 10.
1070070, gops gites I, 2997,

103p0rohetn, ops Sitas I, i,

0%:50re, log. cib,

rinoh, o, it.s zassim,

111;&&,' e 2e
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According tio Finch in the fourth conlury the anmunl BZabylonien cyele
éisploced the older Palectinien ona, 1z

The Torzah wne read in the symagorne service in its original Iabrow
i‘or.;s. Sinco the Bible Hebrow had at tha time of Jasus long 3ince ceasod
to be the spolien longmase of thae Jows, it secns tlwa;.t tho reading weg
vauslly accorpanied by o trenslatiorn into the vcm:.culr.r.n3 i
Palostine, Dabylonin, and paris of S:.':-ia' the vernacuisy was Aremeic,
In ¥ewpt ond in genoral throvsht the Disspers the vernzcoulor wos Groei, 1%
In many cases 2 gpocial porson was called upon o act as translzfor in the
services. Hince tha tronslation was cxlled the tersun, he bocame mown
as the JROANTD or IRATIT «  Iergor symagoguss, 1o doubty
hirod a spocial Tepsemiol or sthorseman of their oun. 213 iz a rule

the

Sapoanied could Do o scribe, vebbl or any one whoe was fanlliicr with
the Seriptures and had a treditionsl ccguelntunee with e Toxemn,
Altbough it is m’:t. coricin whan the use of & translaiion entored
the syesosue service, 1t hos beon troced bock as for s Harse In
Temnte assoobly the nracitice iz statedt Y"ihey resd in the boolz of the

izy of God distinctly, and zave tho ecance, snd csused them to vadorstand

112132 a
113!!091-«3. oz, cit., I, 302,

12575 15 moseible thot the Septunsint wee vesd $n the Brec: spealing
lznds in place of the JMobrew text. Finch, gn. gltes e 636

10nncher, gp. gite, IV, 61,
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the ronding,"116 The trmditional Talmaic intorsratation of this
possage is thet 1t rofers to an Aramnice franclation thet accormanied

tho veading of the '.I.‘or'..:.:":"7 0Ff this Golub adds theo conuent thag

Tzra "etopwed at nothing vhich mizh$ mlze for the gnresd of the Toruh, 118
Goneorning the tronslotlion the Talmd furthor spaciflon: "One who reads

the Torah (in tho Synagogue) chould read not less than three verses, ond
he should not read %o the trmnelator moze then one vorse (ot a time),"Li2
Tho preaont practice in the synagogue of intoning the Torsh and many
of the pragyors in tho mannor of z ritual or llturgiczl chont seems to
have an oaxly orizine These intonntions, entirely foreim to ocur »res-
ent muslcal eystom, ere mostly in an indefinite rhyihm, = cort of conti-
iation. 20 In the oo riy symeagegue and Weomple readings the rezders or
contors had ©o memorige the iafloctions and Intonntions ag the texis
were wmointed and wmmerized, Taling thelir clua from musicul notcotions
used in comnectlion with the _s_;ggg_:;blm tno Lovites ovolved thirty diffor-
ent inflections wvhich sprpliod to most of the rendings. For thoss differ-

Vananinh 315,

11 7onilich 3a.

123603ub, one gltes pe 0%
21%i0813%00 2

120¢g, slole Faiser and Wllian Sparger, Zhe Princien 1

ibo fomezormoet Erom She Eaxllest Iine o tho Fregent Ch!&-:w e
Tahovits, 1593)s De AVES, end Devid Twen, Hobrey lusie (Mow Yorkt Blodc

Fublighing Company, 1931), pr. 268,

lai‘he rants horn blown at festivolis in the Teimrle,
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ent inflections they evolved and invented curious sirns vhich they added
to the text to aid the reoader in romemberin: how to sing o cartz=in
peroanoe.t22 How extonsively those amnototions wers in use during the
oriod of the synagocue undor econsideration iz ant Tmoum, 123
The reoading of the Torzh uns genorelly concluded with o chort
bonedictiont "Hlescod art thou, 0 Jlord our God, wiio hos chosen us fron
cmone =1l the nationsg, and hast given us thy Torsh., Blessed art thou,

0 Yord, the Siver of the Torah, i Po thiz the congrogntion recponded,

imon.

& Of ihe Hophtorah,--The roading from the Prophots or Haphtarsh
was wrocen tr benedictions which, ot lezel in mubsiunce probebly were
a0 follows:

Zlossed art thon, 0 ILord our God, wito hast choGen good prophals,
end hast found 1:le.~nure in thoir womxde which woerc opolen in tiuth.
.'tleu-.—t'l. ort thon, O Zord ous fod, who huat chocen the Iew, and
Uouee Lhy servont, ond Igpeel thy people, ond the prophedc of
t.mtn and rizhinousneas, 25

12%%won, ope Cites D 26,

1?‘3"cr 2 comnlete troctiamt of the deveolopnent of Jewish mmueic zoa

"o % Idolsohn, Jeylsh ibsict In Its Higtorlend wezelovant (flenr Yoxiz:
Tudior Publishing Company, 1948), zascine

lal}Lwertﬂffg » 1+73 ﬂ._t..g Te 7!}. Also cf- Hohlﬁl‘g ol Eib' e 9.

125 avartof2, loe. cits
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Gladdon us, 0 Tord our Cod, wliih thae rprophet H1ijeh, thy Sorvans,
end with the Kingdom of the houco of David, thy Messish, May he
coms #oon ond gladden cur hearts. Suffer not & stranger (Herod)
Yo 21% uvpon hic throne, nor lat othors any lonzer inhorit his
storys for Dy thy holy Mame thou didst sweer wato him (Dovid) thet
his light should never be auenched, Blessed =t thou, 0O Jord,

the Shield of Devid.126

The hashtoarch (Hobrow “?QD?‘ ), or lection from the prophetic
boolzg, was so nanad bechuse it formed the “eonclusioa" of the resding
from the Seripturce. %The cxprossion thot was commonly used, ) "2_3'9 T
N " T 3 A meunt "io close with the vrophot. 0327 gna Oalmmd re-

o T
flects thet alvendy in the first contury of the cormon ers the hephtaw:
vas regalerly reod st tho Sablath morning services, although it indlcates
thet thers was nos lectio continua reguircﬁ.lgs Honce the choice of the
sglection uas gpen to the grchigymusomms orl tho roader, 22 Finch, houe
ever, in hin etudy statoe thet althensh o Jgotio continua wms not ro-
guired for the hephitarsh thore uwes & pericopal oyston in use already
n early doto, perbaps in the tine of Christ, Of this he ecoyst Mith
the reading of the Iawy there went z=e a kind of Second Lesson a short reade
ing from the Prophets, chosen as aprropriute to and onforeing the teache
ins of the Torch for the doy. n30

Ls to the longth of the selection Finch continues: "Originally it

?_26“: 3
12750hmeror, gu. cit.s XAIXI, S1.
1230‘.{’. ::Bsilli’ s IV, b'

lzgcf. :-EOOT:‘:. D3 9&" I' 301.

130psnoh, gos Cites Be e
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consisted of ono vorse, then thres, ten, ond finally tuwanty-one with o
Tarze of mood omen added at the cancl'.mion.'lgl

h  The huohtarsh, it secms, wme rand by only cne person, Ia rending
the veroas o the trznslator the reader my, asccording to the Talmd,
sive hin thres wverzes at o ting, MIf the three versas constiitute thrae
aeparnto poroprrashs, ho mst read them (to the translator) one by one,.

The reader my skip from place to place in the Proghot buf not in the

Torah, ul52

The DMscourse,—The 3\ u'jr ! o or dlscoursze, wee alrsady an esiobe
- 2

==

iched part of the oynugogue service at the time of z.“é*.r:‘.:-st.."':’3 i% roots
in ol »robability ley in the exnositionz that Zzra addressed to his

i
esserblics. it Thove was no stated preoacher, &o has been alroady noint-
ed outy, and it wns the recponsibility of the grehismmssorms to solect
ouch Sabbath the best qualifisd lagymen to doliver the discourse, Fier-
sheim Iists & muzmber of qualifientlons for the prescher thut wore cone
sideored, if not empenticl, at lezat advisable,
Ho ought to have o good figure, & pleasznl oxpression, and mslodicus
Yoice (his words ought to e 11iko thome of the bride to tho Lride-
zroom! )3 fluency, sceech 'swect as hanoy,! "nleassnt as millk and
honoyt= ! Mnoly eiftod lile flour,' o dicticn richly adorned,

134ke 2 bride on hor wedding day:' cnd sufficlent confidence in
his owm lmowledoe and seli-sasurance never to bHe disconcericd « » »

LT,
1321641000 2ha,

133g¢, Talce %3202f,

10, Honomiah 8.
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ag far ac montal cualificutione of the prascher, he mané mow hise
Bivle as well,

Freouently cuast rabbis, teachers, seribes or pherissos wore acized to
126

-

preach, This uns the case with Jesus In Nuzareth and elsouhore,
and of Paul ot Antioch of Fisidin,137

The contont of the discourses, of coursse, varied gpreatly, Fhilo
melzee eoin anersl rofsrences Yo freguently used thomas:

Suy houses of proyer in the seversl townn ars none other than
inotitutions foxr teuching rnrudence snd bravery, tempoerance and
Juatice, plety ond holiness; in short every viptus which the
hugon 2ad the divine recognizec and onjoins,

Congerning the ptyle and methods usod Hiergheim hzgs thies to sajy

Thero usre scarcely bounds to the literties taizen by the preacher,
lig would givide o sentencn, cult off aone or tuo syllables from o
word and Join them to the noxt, so producing & differsnt mezning,
or siving o new interoyetation to the Sext, Porhons the straunpast
mothnd wme that of intrvoiuning Grecl: words and expressions into
the Hobrew, and thne not only to give o witty repartes, but in
$llustrntlion of Herintures « o « « If such license wos Solken, 16
secrs comparatively o small thing thot a dootrine was dorived fronm
a word, 2 particla, or aven a leotier. Iut as alrexdy stated, the
great noint was Lo attract the henrers, Farables, stories, allegs-
ries, Widticisma, stronge and forpizm words, cbsurd lezends, in
shord, anything that might ctaortle an sudienca, wmo i::tro:luueﬂ.ﬁg

1557aarshein, goe gite, I, W7,
136umce 421688, lotthew 4123 Fark 1230 Tatce bilils,

1375cts 1301508,
¥ moted in Mensreth, gn. Sibrs e 85

13%n30vehein, oo, gite, I, 445,




HPPFIDIX

Front of o Model of the Synapoguo ut Zell lug

by He Hohl and Ce latoinger®

“Horbert 0. Moy, "regogoes in Falostine, " fhe Hibiten)
Lyxcvagigriat, V (Februnry, 1944), 1.

Feony View of the Above Synngogue lUodoeld™

“Gustevelolvan, Socred Digos and o (e Yorks Yhe iaciilisn
Coe, 1735), De e
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Crosa=section of 2 Hodel of the Hymagozue

at Tell Hum*

LN

he e Bouguet, Evervdey Life in lew Teatanent Times (ﬂw Yoris

Ghorles Scribner's Sona, 1955). Ne 216,
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Tell Hum (Caperncun), Sketch-plsn of Synsgogue
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