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of the synngosue or most roputed scrite "in order that vhen the chiof
of the synazecus sumnoned them to rezd the Thorsh [,g_i_g.] (Pentateounch),
thoy conld at onco mount tho resder's plutform, n6? Such specizl saats
of distinction or leadership have heen discaversd =t several of the
gynasocue sites. The fivet o o found wme abt Honmatheby-Tiborias near
tho south wall of thnt synagoeue., It i rather erudely carbed out of
o gingle block of white limestone, standing atoul three feot hich and
sbout two feet wilde. Tho Igthedm or enat of distinction =t Chorazin,
which also séood noaxr the south or Jorusslem orientsd w2ll, s sleo
carvel of one tlock and iz zboubt twonty-two inchee high, thirty-nine
inchos broad, with o maximun soat depth of twenty-two inches, It has
elso arms of cne plece with the rest of the cheir zad conmected with
the choir at thair extzcmitica.éa Sindlar seats havo been Tound 2t
Duwre and Deloc. The latter, zlthouzh in sitn, surprizingly faces east,
probably indicating that the sitting of the olders "yiil: their beciks

to the Ioly" wae customery ubt not obligaiory. At fapernaun a somevhat
Aifferent seat wes found as the aprarent sest of honer, JTocoted in the
gouthwast corner there is otill in ploce = romnded ploco of the upper
banech (on the side wall) provided with & bdaclk carved out of stone, &9

™ie seat of distinction is todey guits generally helieved to

67Hausr:.-.th, ov. cit., I, 86,
63 gurcontic, gpe gibes Te 60

91p1d,4 2. 13.
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be the "Geat of loses! roferred to in intthew 2312, the seats vhiche-
althoush they were ordinarily reserved for the most reputed egeribes and

leadorse-yora of'ton elbowed into Ly plous anbition 2nd rich gmrments, 70

Seatins for the Uomon,--"The ancient litercture, 2s Sulzenil: correctly
siztas, "nouhere mentions o omacific regulantion to the effect that =en
and wonen masé be kept separaie a2t nublie vworship [,pg_.. in syn:'.::ogna;
£till less io it prescribed thei the women's section ghall be Bullt in
the form af z gaullory. "L gmie divicion was, however, observed in the
flerodion Temle in which thers wae a Courd of the Women TI"WIST NN
dictinet fron tha Court of Ieruel, %,\‘“\Luﬁ TS Y » the latter
being the inner one. Thers ic & sigmificunt rofersnce in tha Baby-
lonicn Talmed te the Yoter-lrawing Celebration of the TFengt of Tnber-
neaeles Sn tha Templel
At Tirat the women used to bo within ond the nen without, and
frivolity would resuld; sccordingly it waz ordained thot the
yomen would it vithout snd the nen withiz, tut still thare was
frivolity. Tinplly 4% uwns ordained that the wanen chouwld cit
abovn and the men Bolow, f-
This 1o perhups expleined Dy o statement from the lahmh: "It [the
lioment's Court.] vz at first eveon, but lator it waes surreunded with a

gallary, so that the wonen looked on from above snd the mon from bDelow,

M0or, vatthow 6:2,5; 23:6.

Monconir, g2 oit., 7. U7

"25waemn 51k,
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in grder that they should not be togather. 173 Prom & similer soures
in the Jerusalem 'l'ss.lmtﬁ.?"" tharo is reeson o believe, dnclares

Dr. Sulzonil, that in Palostinion Azxocsic the mele and fommles halves
of any congrestion ware desismated colloaguizlly as TI" “MNAN
Literally "those of the ground (flcor)? and W™ "% -y » Mthoze
of the uorer (floor)! respectively.70 From these roloranccs it would

seen that in the Temple, at least durins this one ceremony in vhich the

nen enbered the Courd of the VWomon, the women viewed tha ceromony fronm
gome 201t of p=lleorles,.
Lithoush: thore czn be fouwnd no officizl rermiciion thut brousht

thin Temale practice into the symssozue, Fhuli wentions that it wes

the custom at his tinme %o sexrog:te the sexes ia the 53'.‘.’;.".,:;3;;‘.'&6.76
Fhilo, hovever, ves 2 Jewlech writor in the diaspora and my nct have
»pflocted the sitvation in Pulestine. Archaecologsy doos shed some

light on the provlom and substentintoz Philols words even for Palastine,
A mumber of ancient Prlastinizn synaresues do heve o gollery. 4t Tell
Huz, for exmarple, there iz evidence of o double seot of columas on the

north side that 2¢ one &ime ourrorted on wrelairs gallesy., The sisirs

loading Yo the gllery arve of busalt and are locuted on the ontside of

731t ahinah lEddoth I, 5.
w*Jamsalem fwdeah 55 b,
TSoucantls, goe glles pe 45
7€Inid., p. 47
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the Tuilding. 77 Althoush the height of tho zllery is Aifficult to
dotermine az thelr is not & sinle whole urper colum loft, it has been
eetimtod ot nboud eleven end o half feot,70 At Chorazin & stairczae
was discoverad that no doubt led %o a similar balcony or ;;:111ery.79

A% Eafr Bilyin traces of o gellery ors gleo o'.ri.cant.‘-'o The fact that
thare sy olse other synasogme remmins which yield no nraof of &
wllery leads us to beliove that this wms not & compuleory fozture of
the symarogae during this period, It ig adunitted, Lint even where
gellearies sre evident there ic no concluesive proof that these gzlleries
wers desimmed exclusively for the wonmen, Nevertheless, on the tesis of
the Temle procticos and the prectices of subceousnt Judslsm (in some
awone of orthodox Judaicm oven to this doy the soxoes ars seporated) it
ig seaerailly aceented thot the ssileryies vher? pregsnnt wore for the
worone lhothor the women in thelr smllory ond porkaps behind & sereen
had their own private prayer worshin led by fomnle procentors as wns

the practico in tho (iddle Agos 16 not known. 21

??L‘E_Eb s 89
Pouronil, gos gifes 7o 15
Prvia., p. 22,
80 5acobs, op. git., XI, 63l

By 114m Hosenau, Jeuich Cearemoniol Institubtions znd Cusgtoms
(¥ew Yorics Block Publishinz Comceny, Inc., 1%29), p. 221,
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Tho Arlz of the Tow

If ue likeon tho forecourt znd nave of the aynasssue to the courts
oad Holy Place of the Temple, then the Arxk: of the Law would conforn to
the Toly of Holies,52 The Ar: secms to heve occupicd an intesrel pard
of ithe smagosue from vory early timas ond it is frogquentiliy zefarrod to
in Peimdie litorature, Generaily, ne in the lishnah the symasosus
irls of the Taw is referred to as tabah ( ?‘1;_1"‘ ¥\ ) to distinguish it

rorm thet of the Termle and Tebernacla, alihouzh zron ( 3 49 }s:'. )
does :1:.3:=;.\r.3:;r.'3"':l

in the developmant of the A2k in the gymagorue two stages csn be
distinzuished. In the eaxller tyie of symazoghe, poarticnlarly thot of
our period, tho Ark wes not & permmnent, built in rocoptacle iIn the
wall of the nave, tat o portable structure. 1%t yme not tniil later,
nerhuns the fifth ceniury, th:t the Ark wms tuilt into 2 zpecizl wall
roceptacle or cmoe in theo wall of brié:‘.tation-m

Fabbinieal asurces ofton spezik of the ozl of the ILaw of the exxlier

tIpe a3 a pcfte ble c':mst.as The osrly ark wms mie porichles for a

82,

Js M. Casanovicsz and A, Y. Brumer, Axiz of the Iew in the
Symegesmae in The Jowish Fn podla, eiited by Isadors Singer, ot zl.

(Zow York: Fmlk and Wagnalle Corpany, 1516), II, 108,
830
S”':hﬂ:m'.ﬂ:. ons cites P 69

8 Gf. Mishnah Talanith II, 1; Tosephta Mezillak IV, Z21d; a2nd Sotah
3%,
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muther of pnsuong, For oxotpla, wheon on eccound of on sbhoonce of
roin o fost ure ovdered, the ark vith the serolls of the Tay wns cipw
ried dnto the streets vhere cpeciul sorvices wer: conductad, a6 Also on
the feetive occasion kmowm o Ythe rejoicing of tha Isw® it wms curried
in proccacion.s? Casanovics sdie thet the arl:s wns made rortable so thnt
it could be readily end quickly moved with its contents in omse of
&éisturbance or &nn!-_;er.ﬁe

tetucl remaing of Azizs of this type are seconby. Savarcl fragmenta
of miniature crchitecture beolievad to have beon from the axlz have boen
found at Tell Ifum znd Chorazin, dpart froa thege the spproximmte
agnearonce of various arike con be Jeined fron o number of sictorial
recrasontations of the time that have come dowm fo us, Toth fyon
Polostine zad the Dissporas "Thess fllustrations, according to Sulenil,
Voorer romaricbly in the mein fealures.s It 15 zozt of a doudle-doorod
chest with 2 gabled or rownded 200, Hauch of the doore-wlings was divided
horisontally into o number of squeare or oblong nanels. The door-posts
wore sonetines shoped 1ilke colwmme, 29

A view of the interlor of the Ark: is offered by the Jewish 1% glass
vesugls found in the catucombe of Rome, They have haon doscribed cs

follows: Miora the ATk is as s rule represonted with opon doors, shouwe

fnz serolls, esch rolled shout & rod (umbilicus, SMPadés TIADY )

Hﬁﬂﬂlﬂﬂ-ﬂ. S _th'op Te 11“!!’.

8% ©. Bouguat, Xve ¥ Life in Yoy Testonent Times (Now Yoriu
Shorles Scrilner's Sons, 106%), ». 211,

S80asanowics, op. gits, II, 110.

395!.11:@.1.\1‘!:. - 1=1 'm'| B 53-
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1ying in rows on sholws, "0 On a houd piece of door at Tell fun
there iz the ropresentatlion of a "Mittle temple on whoels" which mey be
o roprecentation of the porisble .l‘.rz-:.gl

In its moct rudinmontary form this early tyze of arks wus probobly
o nerc woodon ease or chast, raised from the floor sufficiently high
Zor the congrosation fo soe the scrolls of tha Inw when the doors wers
ﬂji‘-‘a‘iogg This construction of wood Zg porhops the roason that this
arly Lk has come down 4o us chiefly in remmagontation and not in
actunl exzmplo. This elso would acccunl for its portobility, as
stona construction would havo rondersd this almest immososille.

Father Orfali, in describing the position of the Axlz in the

o+

syasomae at Tell Hum, suprosen that the Avk wvas orizinally kept in

L‘l

c-'}-

a nleoove ab the aorth west corner of tha synarogue, and during the
sorvice was carried intc the nave and placed before the popthorn

colonnads, This would explnin the rsagson why the north wuall waes left
withond saats.gg’ In the course of time, however, a2t Tell Iun the Ark

wos ploced at thoe south end of tho nave, 1o doubt to facllitute the

Loolmen, gn, eibes Do 245
5'383210'..'162. E' L:L.Qg II. 110.

931)0.3.!.‘2&. Sle c!t,. Te 1,':'[}.
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facing YHowmrd Sthe Senetunry” during the pmarern.gl" Concoguently
vhen the cuaston was labter introduced of bullding = stationary Ari;, the
main entrance to the symzgogue at the center of the south side wms
‘blocized, thue rendering this elaborzte mein portnl uselesa.95 Presuie
2bly the sumo phenomonon occurred in other gymogoguas at ahout the
sane period, As the Ark: ‘beenms o perm=nent insizllotion 1t 2iso becong
more eialorate. In the coursge of time o specisl zpse, or Tilt in re-
cosa was constructed for the Az in the well facing -Temsalem.gs This
maxtes the zocond stzge of the dovelopment of the Ax:, Such arpses or
wvall rapositories huve bemn discoverad in synngoguas of the fifth cone
tury 4. T &t Beth Alpha in Polostine and Prions in Sonla, 4t Comper-
noun: end Chorasin fragments of tvo stone 1ione®! wiich stood on olther
side of the Axkc hove Deen Tound yhiech are bollevad to have beon of this
inter *;:n:‘imil..g3

in the pictorial ropraseatations of the Avi: of this latior noriod
there 15 2lzo sone notlon of o veil, NDYND , by vhich the recoss
containing tho iArlc wes divided off Fron tho »2st of the hall, They
show thet 4t was huns not, a8 in modern tines, over the doorz of the

Azizy, hut in the front of ths uhole arsa.gg Mig, of covrse, reminds

e, Intre, pe.Sle
O5uizondl, Ons Sibes Te 27
Pruag

Ingra, v.

Pring, ops gites Pe 5o
99tulzontic, gp. Glte, e 5%
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s of the veil that wms before the Holy of Holiez of the E'mple.zoo
In the Jeth Alvha syneposme the floor of the apsas ic olishily ralised
and projacts inbo the mein hall for some distonce as 2 pletforn, cub
through in the middle by stelrs. 4% the edge of the platforn, on
eithar side of the siairn, is & socket. The socket ao doubt contained
woate, suprorting & bBor or wire from which the vell hung d.o:m.lol A
airdlor arrangenant existed ob Torne 92  Another means of seoperating
the »ecocs of the Aric fron the worshipyrors e & morble sorgen. IHowmings
of such scroens, Sometines decorated with wrasths, vines, ksnorahs,
and so Sorth, have boen found ot Hommath, fseulon, Aghdod, and gldc-
03 A canony, ?\2_7"-: e vhich was spread over the A¥: bofore
the commencenont of the Sabbath is mentioned in the ":1:-:11:1-.10" looord-
ins to ong refersnce the canopy wme not to Be removed as long 25 the
congrosation 1-e:;::-.inm’l.1°5 Just what this canopy wos is not Imowm,.

The imnordent contents of tha Az, as alrveady mentioned, uwore the

serollis of the Torah and Haftorsh. AL timee separate chests wers

1
A0 £, atthew 27:151.

Y utentts, oo, gibss T 576
192y, one Slbes e 26.
1{}3&'1111911&: m 22&»

lmJnmsﬂlam Hoglillah 733 snd Jeruszlem Shobtbath 17¢.
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