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of the synazosue or most reputed serite "in ordor that when the chief 

of the synecegua summoned thom to read the Thorah [sies) (Pentateuch), 

they could at oneo mount the resdex's platform n6? Such special seats 

af distinction or Leadership have heen discavered st several of the 

eynacogue sites. The first to be fouméd was at Hanuatheby-Tiberias near 

the south wall of that synamosue. It is rather erudely carbed out of 

s gincle bleck of white Limestone, standing aheut three feot hich and 

about tuo feet wide. The kathedre or seat of distinction st Choragin, 

which also stood near the south ar Jeruselen oriented well, is slco 

earved of one block and is ebout twonty-tywo Inches hish, thirtyenine 

iuches broad, with a maximum seat depth of tyenty-two inches. It has 

also arms of cne plece with the rest of the chair end conmmected with 

the chair at their extremities. © Similar seats have been found at 

Dure ani Delos. The latter, although in situ, sursrisingly faces east, 

probably indicating thet the sitting ef the olders "with their backs 

to the Holy" wes qustomery hut not obligatory. At Canernaum a somewhat 

different seat wis found as the arrarent sent of honor. Tocsted in the 

southwest corner there is still in ovlece m rowmded piece of the uprer 

bench (on the side wall) provided with e back carved out of stone. &9 

Shie seat of distinction is today quite senernliy believed to 
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be the "Sent of Moses" roferred to in intthew 2332, the seats which 

although they were ordinarily reserved for the most reputed seribes and 

leaders--vern often elbowed into by pious asbition end rich garments, 70 

Sentine for the Yorme.—-="The ancient Literature," as Sutrenil correctly 

states, “nowhere mentions a smecific regulation to the effect thet men 

and women mist be kept se@parate at nublic worship [i-oee in synncoga| 5 

still, less is it preseribed that the women's section shall be built in 

the form of « gallc ry. 72 This division was, however, observed in the 

Herodion Teme in which there we 2 Court of the Woman TO°WIST NASY 

Gictinet fron the Court of Tersel, ONiW NSY  » the latter 

being the inner one. There is a sismificent roference in tha Baby= 

lonian Talmed to the Vater-Nrawins: Celebration of the Feast of Tabsr- 

nacles in the Pemple: 

4% Tirst the women used to be within and the men without, and 

frivolity would results: aecordingly £t wes ordained thet the 
yomen would sit without and the men within, % still thare vas 
frivolity. Finally it wag ordainad that the women showld cit 
above and the men below. f= 

This is perhaps explained by a statement from the Mishmh: "It [tne 

Vonen' s court | wag at first even, but lator it wis surrounded with a 

gallery, so that the women looked on from above and the mon from below, 
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in order that they should not be together."73 Prom a eimtler source 

in the Jerusalem Yalema?? there is reason to believe, decleres 

Dr. Sulzonik, that in Palestinian Aramaic the mile and Zomiles halves 

of any congreq.tion were desismated aclioquielly as T° “YON , 

Literally "those of the ground (flcor)" and 3" nG 5 » “"thoze - 

of the uorer (floor)"” respectively? From these referances it would 

seem that in the Temia, 2% lesst duvins thie one ceremony in which the 

mon oniered the Court of the Womon, the women vieved the ceresony fron 

gore sort of gullerles. 

iithouch there oun be found no officiel regolation that broucht 

thin Temple prectice inte the synacogue, Fhuli wentions that it we 

the custom at his time to seereg:te the sezes in tha syne gre, 74 

Ehilo, hovever, was 2 Jewleh writer in the diasnora and my not have 

reflected the situation in Palestine. aAzrchsaeolosy docs shed some 

light on the problem and substantiatos Philo's words oven for Palaostine. 

A munber of ancient Palestinian synavemues do hava 2 sellery. At Fell 

Hun, for example, there is evidence of a double set of columas on the 

north side that 2¢ one time cumorted an upetairs gallery. The ctsires 

leading to the gallery are of beselt and ars Loceted on the ontside of 
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the Wulléing.?7? Although tho height of the gllery is difficult to 

determine az thoir is not © sinle whole uprer colum loft, it has been 

estimted at about eleven and o half feote7 At Chorazin a staircase 

was Giscovercd that no dowot Led to a similar balcony or gallory. 79 

At Kafr Dilrin traces of a gallery ars also avident. 99 The fact that 

there are so other synagogue remeins which yield no proof of a 

gallery leads us to believe thet this wis not 2 commlsory fonture of 

the synacogue during this period, It is admitted, Liat even whera 

gelleries sre evident there ic no conclusive proof that these gelleries 

were designed exclusively for the women. Nevertheless, on the tasis of 

the Temple practices and the practices of subresuent Judaism (in some 

areas of orthodox Judaism oven te this day the sexes are separated) it 

is geaeruliy accented that the seilerias where nresant vere for the 

worn. Whother the voten in their sallery ond porhkans behind 2 sereen 

hea their own private prayor worshin led by fennle srecentors as uns 

the nractice in the Middle Ages is not know. Su 
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The Avie of the Tar 

If we Lien the forecourt and mave of the synisosuc to the courts 

and Holy Place of the Temple, then the Ari: of the Law would econforn to 

the Roly of Holies.°* @he Aric saens to have occunied an intesral part 

of the synusesue from vory early timas ond it is frequentiy referrad to 

in Gealmadie Literatura, Ganerally, 2s in the Mighush the synapomuea 

asics of the Taw is referred to as tebab ( st." VV ) to distinguish it 

from that of the Termle and Tabernsela, althouzh aron ( 5 4 Ts ) 

dees apnesre => 

In the develonment of the Aric in the eynagosuc two stages ean be 

distinguished. In the onrlier type of synazogue, particularly thet of 

our period, tho Ark was not « permanent, built in recopteele in the 

wall of the neve, but a portable etzucture. It ws mot until later, 

novhuos the fifth century, thet the Ark was built into a gpcci2l wll 

roceptacle or aoge in the wall of brkentation.©* 

Rabbiniesl asurces often speak of the aziz of the Iaw of the earlier 

tgree as a portable ehost.25 The onrly ark wes mde portable for 2 
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minher of gennens. For axatrla, when om aeccount of on abeence of 

rein a fast was ordered, the ark vith the serolis of the lay uns cam 

ried inte the streets where srocinl services were conductad. 25 Also on 

the festive occasion know: as "the rejoicing cf the Law" it ws carried 

in procession. °¢ Gasanovies addée thet the arc was made nortable so that 

4% could be veodily and quickly moved with its contents in anse of 

Gisiurbance oF danger, 58 

tetucl remains of Jziks of this type are scsnty. Saveral frasguent« 

of nininture erchitecture believed te have been from the axis have bean 

found 2t Tell Hum and Chorazin. Apart from these the arproximte 

aproarance of various arcs con be geined from a number of pictorial 

representations of the tine that have come down to un, soth fron 

Felostine sad the Disspere. "hese tliustretions," according te Sukenit, 

"“eereo remaricbly in the min feetures. It is sort of a dowble-doorod 

chest with a gabled or vounded root. Hach of the doorewings was divided 

horisontslly into 2 number ef square or oblens manels. The door-posis 

were sonetines shaped Like colwmes. n89 

4 view of the interlor of the Ark is offered by; the vgewish silt glass 

vessels found in the catacombs of Kome. They hava been described as 

follows: ‘Wiere the Aric is as s rule represented with onon doors, show 

ing ¢erolis, each relled about = rod (umbilicus, Oupades TIS )} 
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lying in rows on shotws."90 On a hend pleco of door at Zell fun 

there is the rooresentation of a "little temple on wheels" which my be 

a representation of the nortsble Asis, 7 

In Lts most rudimontary form this early tyse of ars was probobly 

& mere wootlon case or chast, raised from the floor sufficiently high 

Zor the consreration to see the scrolls of tha Inw when the doors were 

ornite 22 This construction of wood £6 porhens the reason that this 

early /.vic has come down ta us chiefly in ranrecentation and not in 

eactunl example. This xilso would account for its portability, as 

stone construction would have rondersd this almost imoossible. 

Father Orfali, in describing the position of the Avis: in the 

synsgome at Tell Hum, supsoses thet the Asis was originally kept in 

the alcove at the aorth west corner of the synaregue, and during the 

Servico wis carricé into the nave end niaced before the northorn 

colontads, This would expinin the reason why the north wall wee left 

without eaatee?> In the course of time, however, 2t Tell tun the Aric 

was placed at the south and of the uave, wo doubt to facilitate the 

eert ee renee eee Rane va toe = atm 
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facing "toward the Sanctuary" during the prayers.?* Consequently 

when the custom wae Later intreducod of building = statlonary Arik, the 

main entrance te the synecogue at the center of the south side ws 

blocked, thus reniering thic elaborate main portal necless, 29 Presa 

ably the same phenomenon occurred in other synssofues at about the 

same peticd. As the Ark became a permanent instellation it also beeen 

more elaborate. in the course of time «a srecial ace, or built in ree 

cess was constructed for the Asics in the wall facing Jorusslem, 96 This 

maxis the second stage of the dovelopment of the Ari. ‘Such arses or 

wall repositories have beon discoverné in eynagesuas of the fifth cone 

tury 4. 5. at Reth Alpha in Palestine and Priene in Sonia, At Capar- 

moum and Chorasin fragments of tuo stone lone’? which stesd on olther 

side of the Are have been Zound whieh are bolleved te have beon of this 

inter period. 29 

in the piectoriel reprasentations of the Ark of this latter noried 

there 45 also sore notion of 2 veil, ND YD -f by which the recess 

containing tho Agic wie divided off from the rest of the hall. They 

show thet it wes hung not, as in modern tines, over the doors of the 

Aziz, but in the front of thse whole apse. This, of course, roeminés 
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us of the veil that was before tha Holy of Nolies of the Semple, =29 

in the Seth Alvha synamome the floor of the apse is slichtly raised 

ami projects into the main hall for some Gistence as a platform, cut 

throushn in the middle by stairs. 4% the edge of the platform, on 

elthsr site of the stairs, is = socket. The socket no doubt contained 

poste, sugserting a bar or wire from which the veil nuns down. tL 4 

nimilar arrangement existed at vurn. 292 pnother means of seperating 

the vececs of the Aric from the worshiynors wis a marble sereen. Hemming 

of ih]
 much screens, Sometiuas decorated with wrestha, vines, Henorahs, 

and so forth, have been Pound at Hamath, Ascalon, Ashdod, and elcdce 

vhere.t93 4A conopy, ID + whieh was spread over the Ar before 

the cenmencamoent of the Sabbath is mentioned in the elm 220 fieaorde= 

ins to one refersnce the canopy mec not to be removed as long 2s the 

goneresation rominod. OF dust wnat this canony was is not know 

She imeortant contents of tha Azh, as already mentioned, wore the 

serolis of the Torah and Haftorah. At times separate chests wero 
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