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Second Corinthians 1:2. Paul uses the same salutation 

for the Second Epistle to the Corinthians as the First 

Epistle. "Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Chris~." 

Second Corinthians 1:3-11. St. Paul1a habit is to 

begin his letters with an expression or thankfulness tor the 

Christian progress or his correspondents. In First Timothy 

(1112) the cause of his thankfulness is the exhibition of 

the Divine mercy to himself; and this epistle begins with a 

like thought• f'rom which be passes (verse 14) to bis con­

fident belief' that the Corinthian Christians are still his 

boasting. Actually the thanksgiving is divided into two 

parts. verses three to seven which speak of' Paul's thanks­

givi ng for Divine comfort. and verses eight to eleven which 

speak or the Divine deliverance afforded Paul. Of special 

note is verse eleven which reads as follows& "You must 

help us by prayer9 so that many will give thanks on our be­

half' for the blessings granted us in answer to many prayers." 

The exact tranalation of this passage 1n the Greek 1a debat­

able.2S In general one might say tbat St. Paul claima here 

that the sympathy of his converts with him shall be exhibited 

b7 their prayers tor him. It la noteworthy that the word 

2SA1tred Plummer. nA Critical and Exegetical COllll18ntU7 
on the Seoond Epistle of' St. Paul to the Corinthian••• .JI!! 
International Cr1t1oal Oommenta17 (Hew Yorks Obarlea 
scrlhner•s son•• i9isJ. P• =t.d• 
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for prayer here is d c "I .-• l • Plummer baa the follow-

1ng remark concerning this word as used for pra7er1 , 
As a word for •prayer.•, d& 11cr•.S 1a almost as 
general as .,,. ,_,. £ u ~ 'I • with which 1 t la of ten 
joined. It is commonly an expression 01' personal 
need (see on Lk. 1:13), but is often used ot 1nter­
cessionJ ix. 14; Rom. x~g: Phil. 1. 4 (see Lighti'oot)J 
2 Tim. 1. 3: Heb. v. 7. 

Lenski27 enlarges on the idea of personal need b7 re­

marking that it is "petition," "supplication!.' as 01' a bag­

ger asking 1'or alms. It ma7 be used of asking men as well 

as o~ asking God. 

Second Corinthians 2:14. In bis letters Paul is con­

tinually finding cause for tb&nk:ag1v1ng. "But thanks be to 

God• who 1n Obrist alwa7s leads us in triumph, and through 

us spreads the t'ragrance of the knowledge o:r tum eve197Where.• 

st. Paul generall7 writes X-f,J .,..~ 0&o/ (er. 8116; 

9:lSJ Rom. 6:17J 7:2$), but here as in the First Epistle 

(1$:$7) in a sudden transition to a thanksgiving he puta 

,,3 {f} 1. ~ first with great e111Pbasia.28 The two • 
thanksgivings are similar, for both are irrepressible excla­

mations of thanksgiving. The thanksgiving here la evoked 

by the meeting of Titus and. the news that all was well ln 

26Ibid -· 
27 

Lenak1, op. cit., P• 8$3. --
28

Pl • ""1+- 67 Wlllll8r, .!J!.• ~• • P• • 
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Corinth. The remembrance ot the victory of God's cause at 

Corinth leads him to think of' the triumph or the Gospel 

generally. Paul thinks ot the progress or the Gospel as a 

magniricent ' procession moving onward through the world. 

Undoubtedly the image the Apostle had in his mind was that 

of a Roman t~lumph. He thinks ot God as the Victor enter­

ing the City into which the glol"J" and honor of the nations 

is brought. The Apostle as "in Christ," as a member of the 

Body of Christ, is one of the captives, by means ot whom 

knowledge and f'ame or the Victor is made manifest. Be re­

joices that be has been so used by God, as would appear from 

the tidings which Titus has brought him. 

Second Corinthians ~:lS. Thanksgiving 1s here men­

tioned as in.creased by the grace ot God to the glory ot God. 

"For it is all tor your sake, so that aa grace extends to 

more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the 

glor,- of God." 

Second Corinthians 8:16. "But thanks be to God wbo 

puts the same earnest care for 7011 into the heart of Titus.• 

Paul here thanks God tor tilling Titus with such earnestness 

for the c6rinth1ana, because he 1■ ■ending Titus back to 

Corinth t'rom where he had jua t come ( verse 6) • There ••­

to be a delicate touch in the "t'or you.• The Oor1nth1ana 

might think that the zeal of Titus t'or the reliet-run.4 waa 

on behalf' of the Jerusalem poorJ but it was really on their 

behalf'. file Corinthians would be the chief losers 1t a 
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suitable sum was not raised.29 

Second Corinthians 9:12-lS. In the ninth chapter of 

the Second Epistle Paul spea.ks of the collection :ror the 

saints in Jerusalem. In the latter part of the cbapter Paul 

describes tl1e spirit in which Christians should give for the 

needs of others and bow the grateful receiving of such gif'ta 

by- these others should lead them to prayer on behalf of the 

donors. Thus a two-way blessing is created, and the Apostle 

glorifies God as be contemplates this blessed result. nFor 

the rendering o:r this service not only supplies the wants 

of the saints but also over:fl.ows in many thanksgivings to 

God ••• while they long :ror you and pray for you, because 

or the surpassing grace of God 1n you. Thanks be to God tor 

his inexpressible gift." One can hardly imagine the Joy 

that must have welled up in the heart of Paul as he contem­

plates the glorious picture before his eyes. Jewish and 

Gentile Christians abandoning their mutual distrust and dis­

like and drawing to3ether in :mutual love and help. An ex­

pression of the tbanktulnesa burst forth to God, for at last 

Paul begins to see unity 1n Christendom for which he has 

labored so peraeveringl7J "neither Jew nor Greek," but "all 

in Christ Jesus" (Gal. ,3:28; 1 Cor. 12:1)). "Thanks be to 

G·od f'or this inexpressible g11't." The ngift" spoken o:f' la 

the gitt of God, not of men. The "inexpressible" gi:f't (c:t. 

29 Ibid., P• 247• 
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Rom. ll:3.3J Eph. 3120) for which the Apostle bursts out 

here into a characteristic doxology or thanksgiving is the 

gi.ft of Christ Him.self'. It is the gi.ft o.f salvation in Him• 

thankf11l appreciation o.f which had borne such abundant 

fruit in Christian 11ves.30 

Second Corinthians 1217•9• The re.ference here s peaks 

or Paul 1e thorn in the .flesh and reads as .follows1 "And to 

lceep me f'rom being too elated by the abundance or revela­

t i ons • a thorn was given me in the .flesh. a messenger of 

Sat an. to harass me. to keep me .from being too elated. 

Three times I besought the·Lord about this• that it should 

l eave me; but he said to me, 1My grace is sufficient .for 

you, f or my power is made perfect in w~aknose.• I will all 

t he more gladly boast o.f my weakness. that the power o.f 

Christ may rest upon me." There hes been endless discus­

s ion ot Paul's "Thorn in the .flesh•" and in the .final e.naly­

sis there can be no certain answer to the many problems in• 
I I "' , 

volved. Plummer in remarking on dKo;aO'/ ,;f '°'f~ point■ 
up the important issues. 

These three words raise three questions• two o.f trans­
lation and one ot interpretation. which have elicited 
a very large amount ot discussion; and, when all has 
been said• no certain answer to any one o.f the three 
can be given. What 1s the exact 1'oroe of the dativet 

3oJ. B. Bernard• nThe Second Epistle to the Cor1ntb1ana•• 
The ExG!aitora Greek Testament (Grand Rapids: Wm. a. Berdmalla 
"Publls ng Company. l9Si). iii. 94• 
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What is the right translation of ,rK;Jo; 1 What 
form of suffering is meant by the metaphor?Jl 

or special interest for this paper is verse eight where 

Paul says. "Three times I besought the Lord e,bout this, that 

it s!:lould leave me." Paul does not say when the thorn was 

inflicted, but he tells us that he "besought" the Lord three 

times for its removal. It is noteworthy that Paul uses the 

Greek word 1Tt::t1.f)d. Kce J £"w • This is analogous to frequent 

usage in the Gospels by those who besought Christ tor help 

(er. ~nc. 114<>; S:18,23; 6:$6; 7:32; 8:22). Generally 1n t be 

Hew Testement the word is used of exhorting or beseeching 

men , not God.32 Undoubtedly Paul is following the influence 

or the Gospel narratives hereJ the con text also substantiate■ 

this idea. In verse nine we are told that the thing prayed 

for is refused, but something much better is bestowed, 

God's ~race, God's forgiveness. God's power baa reached its 

goal. Paul gladly bears th~ thorn because God's grace baa 
., 

been reached, effected in bi.a weakness. How the Lord con­

veyed the reply to Paul's prayer we are not. told, 1·but to 

Paul it was real, and it is not extravagant to believe tbat, 

as on the road to Damascus, Christ conversed with b1m.•33 

In crystallizing this discussion let ua remember that 

Paul's thorn in tbe rlesh, affliction, the character of 

31Plum:mer• ll• Jl!l•, P• ~8. 

32:Ibid •• P• JSJ. 
33Ib1d•• P• J~. 
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which 1s unknown to us, drove him to pray tor himself' in tbe 

midst or his l abors. On three occasions Paul made this 

infirmity the object or special petitions, as our Lord 

pr ayed three times in the garden. After the third time God 

gave His answer. He didn't remove the thorn, He rather 

taught Paul the sufficiency of H1s grace 1n Christ, and 

showed him that God's strength was made perfect 1n weakness. 

This m_ay be considered one ot Paul's most personal references 

to prayer in the Pauline corpus. 

Second Corinthians 13:7. In Paul•s closing •~peal to 

t he Corinthians there are two references to prayer, here and 

i n verso nine. Verse seven roads, "But we pray God that 7ou 

may not do wrong• not that we may appear to have met the 

teat, but that you may do trbat is right, though we m&J' seem 

to have tailed." Paul prays that they may do no wrong. 

Paul is not speaking 1n general about doing any kind of eT11; 

he is speaking about the specific act, or some W&J' siding 

with the impenitent sinners 1n Corinth, so that when Paul 

arrives he will have to show himself approved by dealing 

harshlJ' with them. The motive o~ his prayer was not tbat 

his ministi-y should be accredited by its success, but tbat 
. 

they "?Day do what 1a right." Paul prays tor them, · tbat tbeJ' 

ma7 do what 1s good, noble. Undoubtedly be 1a tb1nJdng ot 

the impenitent sinners 1n their midst, hoping that when be . 
gets to Corinth be will find tbe congregation cleansed ot 

impenitent unbelievers, thus making it unneceaaar~ to 
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exercise hia authority. 

Second Corinthians 1):9. Paul assures the Corinthians 

that he prays for them. especially for their improvement. 

that they :nay be strengthened and do the things which are 

God-pleasing. "For we are glad when we are weak and you are 

strong. What we pray £or 1s your i mprovement." To pray for 

the i r i n1prove1nant. to pray that t hey may go on to perfection 

i o much more than merely praying that they may do no moro 

evil !verse 7). st. Paul prays that they may continue to 

s row in all holiness, tha t God may completely fit out the 

Corinthians with all the graces they needed. 

Second Corinthians 13:¼. Paul closes the Epistle with 

a unique benediction. "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with ~ou all." Paul always ends his Epistles with a 

prayer that Chri.st • s grace 1nay rest upon the recip1ents. 

This benediction 1s the fullest in wording and meaning 1n 

the Paulino Epistles. Here only in the Pauline corpus doea 

he expand the benediction to include the three persona of 

the Trinity. ·The only other benediction tbat comes near 

thia 1n fullness is the one in Ephesians (612),24), which hov• 

ever, makes no mention of the Holy Spirit. The benediction 

includes all• no one is exc·luded. Though he aaid aome 

harsh and stern things to some or them• yet bis blessing 1a 

sent to all• even to the bitterest of his opponents. 



39 

Roman■ 

117 11133-36 

118-12 12112 

1121 l416 

7:2$ 1$1.$-6 

8:1.$-16 1.$113 

8:26-27 15130.33 

8131&, 1614 

1011 16120 

16&2.$-27 

Romans 117. The salutation round here 1s similar to 

the rol"lll adopted 1n all the Pauline letters. •tto all God•• 

beloved 1n Rome, vho are called to be saints: Grace to 7011 

and peaoe rrom Goel our Pather and the Lord J'esua Christ.• 

•nren34 commenting on this says tbat thla benecl1ct1on 1■ 
not merely •a powerless wish•" but it ■peaks or •an actual 

sharing or a ap1r1 tual rea11 t7. • lie 1'urther remarks 1 •zn 
this benediction at the beg1nn1ng or Id.a letter ve •••• in 

concise rorm. the content or ~he go■pel vbich is to be 

developed aa the letter oontlnu•••• 

Romana 118-12. •athlng oan take precedence OYe• tb•na­

g1vlng vhen Paul tbinke or the Rmlllll Christiane or ui, otbut 
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Christian Church. so Paul begins with thankag1T1ng to God.JS 

"First. I thank my God through Jesus Christ tor all of you, 

because your faith 1s proclaimed 1n all the world. Por Goel 

is my witness. whom I serve with my spirit 1n tbe gospel 

of his Son. that without ceasing I mention you always 1n my 

pr ayers. asking that somehow by God's will I may now at 

l est succeed in coming to you. Por I long to aee you. that 

I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you, 

that ia• that we may be J11Utually encouraged by each othel".'a 

faith• both yours and mine." The Apostle expresses bis 

gratification concerning the Roman Christiana, eTery one or 

them. because their faith is not hid in a secret corner but 

1s public propert-7. They have testified of their faith to 

the world that God• whom he worships 1n his spirit by the 

preaching ot His Son, is "witness" to his continual mention 

ot them in his prayers (ct. 1 Thesa. ~12J Eph. lt16J Phlm. 

4). The burden or his petitions 1a that God would speed h1m 

in due course to a meeting with them, the r•aaon tor th1■ 

meeting being twofold. He dea·1res to at,aengtben them 'b7 

imparting to them a spir1tua1 gift, and also to share vith 

them the comfort ot mutual faith and ed1f'1cat1on. 

Roman• ~121. Th1:a reference to ttumkag1v1ng state■ 

only as a 1'aot that the heathen, natural bumanity, do not; 

3SJam•• Denney, •st. Paul'• Bpi■tle to the Romana,• 
The Hf;oaltora Greek Testament (Grand Rapidaa Wa. B. Eel'dan■ 
"Piibl~ldiii dompany, .1951), if, S67. 



41 
tbank God or give b1m due honore. "Por although they knew 

~od they did not honor him as God or give thank■ to him, but 

they became rutile in their thinking and their a enaeleaa 

1111nds were darkened." 

Romana 7:2$. "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 

our Lord ••• •" This sudden exclamation or tbankagiving 

is similar to those round in the Second Epistle or st. Paul 

to the Corinthians (cf. 2 Cor. 21l4J 81l6J 9:lS). Thia 

thanksgiving to God arise• out or the realization that God 

bas delivered him from sin, death, and the flesh. 

Romans 811$-16. The eighth chapter ot Romana speaks 

of prayer. and the Holy Spirit. The first reference to the 

activity of the Holy Spirit 1n prayer 1a found 1n the tit• 

teenth verse. "For you did not receive the spirit~ 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 

spirit of aonahip. When we or,., 9 Abbal Patherl it la tba 

Spirit bimaelf bearing witness with our spirit that ve are 

children of God.• The "Abba, Pather" ocoura also 1n Mark 

(JJ&,136) and in Galatians (416). Thia may be considered a 

prayer. Luther remarked on the ".Abba, Father• thue 1 

The Sp1r1t cries in ua becauae of our vealmeaa. Be­
cause of our inf irm.1 t7 the Holy Ghoa-t :la sent fo:rtb 
into cnu- hearts to pra7 for us according to tt• will 
of Go~ and to assure us of the grace of God.3 
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He furthermore pointed outs 

The Spirit intercedes tor ua not in many words or long 
frayers, but with groanings, with little sounds like 

Abba." Small aa this word is, it aays ever ao mu.ch. 
It says: "My Father, I am 1n great trouble and you 
seem so tar away. But I know I am your child• because 
you are my Father tor Christ's sake. I am loved by 
r,ou because ot the Beloved." 'l'bis one little word 
'Abba" surpasseo the eloquence or a Demosthenes and a 
Cicero.37 

Luther stressed the idea that every Christian prays. and 

asserts with the Apostle Paul . that every Christian prays 

because the Holy Spirit dwells 1n them, intercedes tor tbem.38 

Paul further elaborates on the activity ot the Holy Spirit 

in prayer, verses twenty-six, twenty-seven, and thirty-tour 

ot chapter eight. 

Romans 8126-27. "Likewise the Spirit helps ua 1n our 

weakness; tore we do not know how to pray as we ought., but 

the Spirit bimaelr intercedes tor ua with a1gba too deep 

tor words. And he who searches the hearts ot Dien knows 

what is the mind ot the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 

tor the saints according to the will or God.• Paul at a blgb 

point in Bia prayer lite "experienced that he did not pray 

himself. but that God gave B1m the prayer."39 Be realised 

37 Ibid., P• 160. 

38w1111am Arndt• Christian PraJ•£ (St. Louial Concordia 
Publishing Bouse, 1937), P• 20. 

39Adolf' De1a~man, The Re~lon or Jeaua and the Pa1tb 
ot Paul, trana1atad b7 Vltliam. WJ.Yion (Londoni''"'lodder 
and~ughton, 1923), P• 247. 
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the specific help ot the Spirit was needed. The Spirit•• 

intercession is within us, praying tor us. Paul says ve 

do not even know "hou to pray as we ougbt, but the Spirit 

himself' i ntercedes fo~ ua v1th sighs too deep tor words." 

We are not alone in our struggl~s. The Boly Spirit rescue■ 

us in OU!' helplessness, tor left to ourselves we do not 

know what prayers to offer or bow to offer them. But 1n 

those inart1cul te groens which rise from the depths of our 

being , we recognize the voice ot the Holy Spirit. He makes 

intercession for us, and we are assured that we will be 

answered, tor God Who searches the heart (verse 27) can 

interpret His own Spirit's meaning. Be is sure that Bia 

Will governs the petitions, and that they are "ottered for 

men dedicated to His aervice."40 The presence of the 

Spirit was a very real thing tor Paul and be cofflfflanda tbe 

Ephesians (6:18) to "pray at all times in the Spirit.• Tb& 

presence of the Spirit controll1ng, motivating; activating 

bis prayer lite is clearly seen from tbia eighth chapter of 

Romana. Koberle awas up the necessity ot the Holy Spirit 

1n pra7er tbua1 

Without the gift of the Holy Ghost there may be the 
most intense attempts at concentration. the ■trivings 
of ascetic exercise, the excited emotion■ of the aoul 

40w1111am Sanda,- and Arthur c. Headlam, "A Critioal 
and Bxeget1cal Commentary on the Bpiatle to the Roman•••~ 
International C~ltioal Commentan (Fifth edition, Bdinburgni 
f. & f. dlark. i8c)5J. P• 39. 
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but there will be no real, spiritual praying and. 
supplication. God B1mself' must aid our weakness. J1111st 
enkindle in us an unspeakable groan1:gg, a great deain 
and longing that we may be drawn upwards toward God..'1-~ 

Romans 8134. There is a final reference to interces-

sion in the eighth chapter ot Romana, the J.ntercesslon o.t 

Christ on behal.1' ot those who are 1n Obrist, saints, tbe 

Chul'ch, not mankind in general. "It ia Christ Jesus, vbo 

died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who ls at the right 

hand of God, who indeed intercedes tor us? 0 Paul glorie■ 

1n the assurance ot God's eternal, unchangeable love in 

Jesus Christ. He takes security in the living, power.till. 

Christ who is constantly making intercessions unto tbe 

Father tor him and all the aainta on earth. 

Romana 91$. There are many problema o.t interpretation 

and punctuation in this passage.42 It is probably beat to 

take this as a doxology to Christ. The doxology undoubte41y 

flows .trom Paul's heart when he realizes the privileges wilioh 

Israel enjoyed. 

Romana 1011. In this verse we aee Paul's deaire that 

the Jews might be saved. "Brethren, my heart's deaire and. 

prayer to God tor them 1s that they may be aaved. 0 Paul 

cannot get over the plight of the Jeva. Bia "heart•• 

41A4olf Koeberle, The Quest .tor Bol1nea■• translated 
.tl'om the th11'4 Gel'lllllD ec!I'i1on 67 'Tomi d. Maitea (111mleapolla 1 
Augsburg Publiab.ing House, 1936>• P• 172. 

4:2suu1a,. and llead.l'IIJD. S• oit., PP• 232-38. 


