Concordia Theological Monthly
Volume 2 Article 27

3-1-1931

Book Review. - Literatur

P E. Kretzmann
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm

Cf Part of the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation
Kretzmann, P E. (1931) "Book Review. - Literatur," Concordia Theological Monthly. Vol. 2, Article 27.
Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol2/iss1/27

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol2
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol2/iss1/27
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol2/iss1/27?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fctm%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

239 Book Review. — Qiteratur.

filc die paftorale( Beriszamn®obir Rocidif-etplifdesy Gemeindben fidh an
im Qanbde Geborne gu Halten. Audy der VreflumsStropper Vorftand ers
fount an, daf angefidits bder berdnderten fage dritben ein Abbau bed
beut{en Seminars vielleidht nidyt Idnger zu vermeiden fei. Jubem legen
ber Berfammlung ¥ntridge bor, die darauf abzielen, dap Finftig alle Pas
ftoren im Lanbe ausgebildet twerden follen. Die Nirdje dantt Gott fiic
alle Scgnungen, bdie er ihr durdy den Dienft Stropps und Breflums Hat
guteil tverden laffen. Gie erfennt banibar an, was fic den Grilndbern,
Joh. Pauljen und Chr. Jenfen, {djuldet, dagu denen, die gleidh jenen fo biel
gearbeitet und geopfert Haben im Dienft der Sirdje. Die Erzichungds
behorde ird crmaditigt, eine freundjdafilidhe Lojung der BVerbindung mit
Steopp=Brellum cinguleiten.* Dad Seminar wird dafer im Lauf bed Jahres
1081 gefdiloffen. Den Stubdicrenden fteht der Weg in ein amerilanijded
obder canadifdies Seminar fiie dben AG{dIuf ihres Studiums offen.”

&. 8.
Satholifder Vifdof in Berlin. JIn eciner Mitteilung in der ,Luih.
Sirdengeitung” lefen ivir: ,Nad fajt bierhundert Jafhren Hat nun bie
beutidje Reidh8hauptjtadi BVexlin tvieder cinen Iatholijdhen Vijdjof. Wie bie
Zagesprefje beridhtet, wurde Monjignore Chriftian Sdjreiber am 81. Yugujt
al8 Vifdjof ber wicberhergejtellten Iatholijdjen Didgefe BVexlin feierlid) auf
Den Thron erfoben. Dad Amt tvar feit dbem Jahre 1544 nicht melhr befebt
getvejen.  Der lepte Bifdjof war Matihiad von Jagow, der gur Jeit der
Reformation aus dexr Iatholifden Stirde ausidied und gum Luihertum iibers
trat. Die Didzeje tourde unter dem im leten Jahr gujtandegelommenen
preuBifen Stonfordat, fitx das {id) ber nunmelrige pipjtlide Staatds
felretdr und bamalige papftlidhe Nuntiud in Deut{dland Pacelli jo ftark
cingefeit Hat, erneut ind LQeben gerufen. EB it died cine CGrneuerung der
alten Didzefe Vrandenburg, die im Jahre 948 unter bem damaligen Sfaifer

©Otto gegriinbet urbe.” 3. XM
Gudjariftiffier Kongref in Jcland. Der ,Ehrijtl. Apologete” teilt
mit: ,Jrland irifit Vorbereitungen auf den Eudjarijtijden Stongrel, ber
1982 im Juni in Dublin abgehalten werben foll und zu dem man allein
aqud Amerila 100,000 Teilnehmer eriwartet, braud)t aber amerifanifdes
@eldb, um ihn burdfilhren gu lnnen. Died ift von William McEartlhy,
bem @Egetutivfclretiiv ber Catholic Travel Lengue, der joeben aus Jrland
guritdgelelrt ift, tvo er bad Feld gepriift Hat, mitgeteilt wordben. McCarthy
fagt, beridjiebene Chicagoer Stapitaliften intereffieren {idh fiir Jrland, bes

fonbers filr Dublin, wo fie einige moberne Hoteld8 bauen twollen.”
3. T.Mm.

Book Review. — Qiteratur.

Christ and His Men. By Olfert Ricard. Translated from the Danish
by Harold C. Jensen. Published by the Central Committee of Young
People’s Leagues in the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. 1930. 329 pages, 8X563;. Price, $1.50.

The author of this book, who died some time ago, was pastor of

a large Lutheran congregation in Copenhagen, Denmark. The foreword
by Dr. John R. Mott says that he gradually came to be regarded as the
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most outstanding Danish preacher of his time. For twelve years he
was af the head of the Young Men’s Christian Association in his city,
and this book, having its origin in lectures delivered before young
people, was written to bring Christ closer to the youth of our day.
Though it treats of Christ’s life here on earth, it is not intended to be
a life of Christ, but rather what one might call an interpretation,
the author stressing what appeared most significant to him. He says
in the introduction that he has studied Jesus and His disciples “from
the standpoint of what modern religious psychology can teach us”; he
endeavored “to read between the lines, guessing at motives and thoughts,
tracing spiritunl development both in Christ and in His closest friends
by comparing their words and thoughts with our own experiences.”
This suffices to show that Pastor Ricard ventured on dangerous ground,
to say the least, pursuing a path which skirts the bog of rationalism
and which, unless great caution is exercised, leads the wanderer directly
into the morass of irreverence and Arianism. While the book is a bril-
liant production, fascinating through'the freshness of its thought and
the poetry of its language, it is not free from serious doctrinal faults.
Several of these, it is true, have been pointed out in footnotes by the
Central Committee, which is responsible for the publication of the work
in English, but not all objectionable passages have been marked. The
author here and there, perhaps to show that he had an eye and ear for
the problems of young people, indulged in unwarranted criticism of con-
servative Christianity and the Lutheran Church—a course which cer-
tainly did not help the cause of the truth. As his connection with the
Y.M.C. A. indicates, he was more liberal than the New Testament per-
mits, and this attitude is more than once reflected in the book. The
great cardinal teachings of the deity of Christ and the vicarious atone-
ment are taught in the book, although not with that joyful proclama-
tion of Scripture truth which characterizes Lutheran theology. The
translator has succeeded in giving us a work that is written in fluent
English and preserves the color and picturesqueness of the original
‘W. ARNDT.

The People’s Bible Encyclopedia. Biographical, Geographical, His-
torical, and Doctrinal. Edited by Charles Randall Barnes, A. M.,
D. D., with a Supplement by Melvin Grove Kyle, A. M., D.D. The
People’s Publication Society, Chicago. 1924. (Nore.— This work
is sold exclusively on subscription through canvassers and cannot
be purchased from book dealers.)

Here is a Bible encyclopedia over which every conservative theologian
and Bible-student may well rejoice, especially in view of the fact that
recent years have produced little, outside of the Bible Dictionary by Davis,,
that was written from the standpoint of the believer in the truth of Serip-
tures. This RBible Encyclopedis, on the whole, is so written, compiled,
and edited. The present reviewer took time to examine a great many of
the articles very carefully and was pleased to find that even in the
majority of the doetrinal articles the main points are correctly given.
Naturally enough, one may expect some statements in this division to be
somewhat weak, as when we read under the caption “Kingdom of Christ”:
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“The prayer “Thi'RIAENRM BREK ﬁe)‘ﬁiwoﬁlytﬂiatﬂfo increasing effect of
the Gospel, but for the complete realization of the power of Christ in
the world,” which has at least a strong millenarian tinge. The article
on “Kenosis” seems to favor the notion, on Phil. 2, 6, of the “laying aside
of something that Christ possessed as a divine person in His preexistent
state,” a view which clearly does not agree with the context in that
passage. The article on “Faith” is likewise weak and inadequate, since
it does not bring out clearly the essence of justifying faith — resting
one’s trust in the atonement wrought by Christ.—On the other hand,
the historical and geographical articles are uniformly good, more 8o
than the introductory articles to some books of the Bible, e. g., to the
Song of Solomon. As for certain statements concerning the chronology
of the Old Testament, of the time of Jesus, and of the life of Paul, they
may easily be corrected, and probably will be in a future edition of the
book. Thus Abraham did not leave Charran only at the death of his
father; for that would have made him 145 years old, whereas the Bible
says that he was only 75 when he reached the Land of Promise. In the
article “Jesus Christ” the birth of Christ cannot be placed at 4 B.C.;
for that would place the slaughter of the innocents after the death of
Herod, which is obviously impossible. Also the conversion of Paul can-
not be placed as late as 37 A.D.; for we now know the date of Paul's
sojourn in Corinth and of the so-called Council of Jerusalem, on the
basis of which simple subtraction will place his conversion four or five
years earlier.— But, after all, these discrepancies are of a minor nature,
like others that could be listed, and they do not for a moment detract
from the general excellence of the book. In fact, it may be said that
Dr. Kyle, in the supplement, has often brought the Lutheran viewpoint
in a special paragraph, so that this Bille Encyclopedia may well be used
also by Sunday-school teachers and Bible-class leaders. Concerning the
points ecriticised above, there is enough material in our own literature
(Drewes, Iniroduction to the Books of the Bible; Schaller, Book of
Books, ete.) to give the correct understanding. — A special feature of
the book of about 1,300 pages, 6X9, is an appendix containing a Glossary,
a Pronouncing Dictionary, a Tabular View of the Prophets, the Parables,
the Public Life of Jesus, and a good Biblical Atlas with Index.
P. E. KRETZMANN.

Beitfdrift fiix fyftematife THeologie. Herausgegeben in Verbinbung mit
Paul Althaus, Crlangen, Emanuel Hircfd, Gbttingen, und
Georg Wehrung, Halle 0. S, von Karl Stange, Gditingen.
Drud und BVerlag bon G. Bericlsmann in Giitersloh. 7. Jahraang. 834
Seiten 614X9%. TPreid de8 Jahrgangs: M. 20.

GErftes Vierteljahrsheft. 192 Seiten. [nbalt: Sommerlath: Humanitit und
Ghriftentum. Wenblandb: Jur Grundlegung der driftlidien Sozialethif. Stange:
Luihers Theorie bom gefellfdaftlidhen Qeben. Hermann: SLuthers Thefe ,Beredt
unb Silnder jugleidhy”. MNeve: Was ift aus unferer alten Symbolil gelvorden?

Bweite8 Bierteljahrsheft. 198 Seiten. JInbalt: Wlthaus: Die Frage bes
Goengeliums an bad moberne Jubentum. Riemer: Der Sinn ber evangelifden
Predigt. Stange: JEfu Verhdlinid ju den andern Religionsftiftern. Wehrung:
fiber GrbRe und Problematil de8 beutidhen JYdealismus. Npgren: Egoismus und
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Religion. Niebermeicr: Das allgemeine Priefertum ber Gliubigen und bas geift=

lidge Umt. WUAlthaud: Jur Frage der .enbge[dhidhtlidhen GB8hatologies. Stange:

'?lc Lebenstrifte dbes Proteftantismus. — Der Qutherifde Weltlonvent in Kopens
agen.

Dritte8 Wiecteljahrshejt. 206 Seiten. Jnhalt: Stange: fiber bie Tobes-
ftrafe. Sdyott: Quthers Lehre bom servum arbitrium in ihrer theologi{den Be:
beutung. lUnger: Der Mnftechlidleitsgebante im 18. Jahrhundert und bei unfern
RKlaffilern. Steubing: Das Grundproblem der G8djatologie. Fiebig: Der Sinn
ber Bergpredigt. Glafer: Griedhifche Gihit auf romifhem Boden und Chriftens
tum. Runcftam: RKivde, Wort und Tradbition. Kefler: Die GEBcdatologic bes
Upoftels Paulusd und dic religidsbilblide GErlenntnis. — Der Sutherifhe Konvent
in fopenbagen.

Biertes Bierteljahraheft. 230 Seiten. JInhalt: Hicfh: Jur paulinifden
Gbhriftologie. Hempel: Vom irrenden Glauben. Wehrung: Religion und Moral.
Peterjon: Die Einholung ded Kyrios. Hoppe: Der Sinn ber Gefelligleit. Ults
baus: Jum Verftindnis der Redhtfertigung. Hermann: Die Pritfungsftunde des
Senbungsgehorfoms JEju. Deifner: Dad Sendungsbetouptfein der Urdriftens
beit. Sommerlath: Die ,Philojophic de8 Lebend” und dbasd Ehriftentum.

Q. Flizbringer.

A System of Christian Evidence. By Leander §. Keyser, A. M., D.D.,
Professor of Systematic Theology in Hamma Divinity School, Wit-
tenberg College. Fifth edition, revised. 304 pages, 54X8. Price,
$2.25.

It is significant and encouraging that this fine book of comprehen-
sive information in the field of Christian apologetics was entirely ex-
hausted in its fourth edition, so that the publishers, the Lutheran Lit-
erary Board, requested the author to prepare a fifth edition. The author
has been teaching the subject for many years, besides delivering many
lectures and furnishing scores of articles on salient points connected with
his defense of the Bible truth. The book is divided into five parts: Gen-
eral Notes and Principles; The Bible a Special Divine Revelation; Chris-
tian Theism and Opposing Theories; The Doubter and His Difficulties;
The Failure of Infidelity, and each part is treated in a sufficiently de-
tailed manner for all general information in the field, so that the number
of chapters amounts to twenty-one. A “Selected Bibliography” and a “Re-
cent Book List” complete the book and greatly enhance its value for the
student who wishes to make a more detailed study of any or all sections
of the book. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Great Themes of the Christian Faith. Arranged by Charles W. Fer-
guson. 204 pages. Richard R. Smith, Inc.,, New York.

A prominent Presbyterian pastor said that “ninety per cent. of the
preachers in the American pulpit no longer preach the fact of sin.” The
Rev. Robert G. Lee of Memphis, Tenn., who is one of the contributors to
this new book of sermons, belongs, we are glad to say, to the small ten
per cent. who still believe the fact of sin, the fact of a Savior, the fact
of a sacrifice, and the fact of salvation. These four great facts form the
outline of his sermon on 1 Pet.3,18. It has been a long time since we
have read a sermon by a non-Lutheran preacher that so clearly presents

WM m
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the facts of sin and salvation and who, in doing so, quotes many per-
tinent Scripture-passages. In these days of apostasy it does one’s heart
good to read such a sermon. It is too bad that the sermon is marred by
one short paragraph, in which the preacher says: “None are saved by Bap-
tism nor by partaking of the Lord’s Supper. Both of these ordinances
are symbolical and memorial. They do not save or help save a soul
A thousand times could one be baptized, but unless his faith rests in Christ,
who ‘bore our sins in His own body on the tree,’ he could not be saved.
Though one partakes ten thousand times of the Lord’s Supper, unless
he trusts in the substitutionary death and meritorious righteousness of
Jesus Christ, he cannot be saved. The ordinances are not vehicles of grace.”
We might, to use the same logic, say that, if a man a “thousand times”
or “ten thousand times” reads his Bible or goes to church and hears the
Word of God, but does not believe, he eannot be saved; but that would
not go to say that the Word of God is not a means of grace.— Not all
the other sermons in this new book can be called good preaching, either
from the viewpoint of theology or that of homiletics. For a Lutheran
preacher they cannot serve as models. J. H. C. Ferrz.

Follow Jesus. By William Dallmann, D. D. Second Edition. North-
western Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wis. 300 pages, 5XT%.
Price, $1.50. Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

The key-note of this book of addresses or meditations is given in the
first sermonet: “The Greatest Invitation in the World.,” All other medi-
tations of the book are subsidiary to the exposition offered under the text
Matt. 11,28. The book is written in the well-known style of the author,
with many epigrammatic sayings and illuminating illustrations taken
from history and literature. There are thirty-six applications of the
motto of the book, covering every circumstance and the outstanding
virtues of the Christian’s life. The applications are natural and to the

point, thus stimulating the careful reading of the book.
P. E. KRETZMANN.

American Lutheran Hymnal. Music Edition. Compiled and edited
by an Intersynodical Committee. Lutheran Book Concern, Colum-
bus, O. 585 pages, 614X914. Cloth with gilt lettering. Price, $1.75.

This is the new hymnal which will, no doubt, be adopted by the
united synods forming the American Lutheran Conference. It originated
in the Ev. Luth. Synod of Towa and Other States; in response to an
urgent invitation extended by that synodical body to all Lutheran
synodical groups in America, representatives of eight synods met in
Chicago in 1921 and organized the Lutheran Intersynodical Hymnal Com-
mittee, which compiled and edited this book under the leadership of
Rev. E. Poppen.

The new hymnal, published now after nine years of painstaking
effort, contains many excellent features that will readily recommend it
to American Lutherans. The mechanical make-up of the tune editiom,
which is before us, is good, the print is clear and attractive, and the
contents are rich and varied. Altogether the book contains 650 hymns,
most of which are found in the English hymnals in use in American
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.Luthmn churches at this time. However, many German and Secandi-
navian hymns appear in new or revised translations, and Luther’s battle-
hymn is offered in two different versions. There are also entirely new
lyrics, by Rev. W. Schuette, Miss Anna Hoppe, and others. This is
& somewhat daring departure from established usage, but it is at least
somewhat justified by the demand of special songs for particular oc-
casions. Five exhaustive indexes, of subjects and seasonms, meters, tunes,
processionals and recessionals, and first lines of hymns, facilitate the
finding of hymns and tunes. The contents of the liturgical portion of
the hymnal offer complete and various forms for every possible service:
The Common Service for Morning Worship, Matins, Vespers, the Holy
Communion, the Creeds, the Litany, the Seripture-lessons, Introits, Col-
lects, and Graduals, the Passion History, etc. Besides the common ser-
vico the former Ohio Synod services are given complete. The Order of
the Evening Service is offered with both the Gregorian and the Anglican
music. A Short Form of the Order of Afternocon or Evening Service is
also provided. Various facilities have been supplied for the adaptation
of the Forms of Service to the various seasons of the church-year, for
which both the pastor and the congregation must feel grateful. Thus
every attempt has been made to supply the churches interested in the
matter with a better and more serviceable book of devotion. Just how
much the individual student of liturgics will agree with, or differ from,
the judgment of the Hymnal Committee depends largely on his sub-
jective opinion and his historical background. The reviewer is con-
vinced that this new hymnal presents advantages over its many prede-
cessors with regard to both form and contents. J. T. MUELLER.

25 Jahre fegensreiden Wirfend ber treulutherifden Kirde in Argentinien.
Gin lurger Nitdblid. Redalteur: P. C. §F. Trilnow. Drud: Casa
Publicadora Concordin. 87 Seiten 414X6%. TYreis: 30 Gts. Ju be=
sichen vom Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Hier haben wir ein Meines Viidlein, gefhmadvoll gebunden, mit Titel in
Silberdrud, dad jum Jubildum unfever Urbeit in Wrgentinien von ber dbortigen
Paftoralfonfereny Herausgegeben twordben ift. Der JYnhalt des8 Budyes At fich
am beften dharalterifieren dburd) Angabe der Beitriige und ihrer Verfaffer: Was
ift die Miffourifynode? (Prof. B. H. Grgang); IWie fam die Miffourifynode bazu,
aud) in Urgentinien lirdyliche Urbeit ju beginnen? (Prof. U. T. Kramer); Unfere
@emeinden in Oft-Entre Nios (P. S. H. Bedmann); Unfere Gemeindben in Wefts
Gntre Rios (P. AUdbolf Dilley); Unfere Gemeinden im Sitbgedbiet (P. ©. O. Kras
met); Unjere Miffion in Buenod Uires (Prifed @. Hitbner); Borpoften unferer
Miffion (P. G. F. Triinow); Spanifdhe Miffion (P. €. F. Triinow); Sdriften=
miffion (P. U. G. Kedger); Scdularbeit in unjern Gemeindben — Jugenbarbeit
(Cehrer §. 6. Groth); 1nfer Colegio gu GreSpo, Entre Rios (P. Yuis Martin);
Sdylufivort (Prife8 ©. Hilbner). Sdliehlich findet fih nod) eine Vifte bon Pas
ftoren und Paftorenfrauen, die wihrend ber lfehten filnfundylwanzig Jahre in
Urgentinien geftorben find. Das Vitdhlein ift e8 wirllid) twert, baf jeber, ber fih
fitr die futherijhe Miffion intereffiert, 8 gemau burdilieft. Die beigegebenen
Sluftrationen filhren nod) tiefer in bas8 BVerftindnis ber Urbeit ein. Der HErr
bat durd) unfere Ucheit in der grofen fiibamerifanifdhen Republif Grofes getam,
unb e5 lohnt fich, feinen Spuren ju folgen. P. G RKregmeanmn.

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol2/iss1/27




238 Book Review. — Siteratur.
Kretzmann: Book Review. - Literatur

RicdliGes Jahrbud fiir dic evangelijfen Lanbedfivden Dentihlands 1050.
Gin Dilfsbud jur RKirdenfunde der Gegenivart. JIn Berbindbung mit
@eneralfuperintendent Prof. D. Dr. Martin Sdhian in Bresleu,
Direftor D. Martin Uibrid in Magdbeburgs Gracan, Miffionds
bireltor Dr. W, Frephtag in HDamburg, Miffionsdireftor D. bon Hazs
Ting in Qeipsig, P. Ronftantin Frid in Bremen, P. G. Bunte
in Berlin, Pfarrer D.Dr.Sdhubert in Verlin, D. Mumm, M. b. R,
und Dr. Jagomw in Verlin, Dberlonfiftorialvat D. 0. W. SHhreiber
in Berlin HerausSgegeben von t D. J. Sdhneider in Berlin, Oberlons
fiftorialrat i. R., Honorarprofeffor in dber theologifchen Fatultdt der Unis
berfitdt Berlin, 57. Jahrgang. Drud und BVerlag von E. Bertelsmann
in @iltersloh. XV und 568 Seiten 6X8%, in Leinwand mit Rildens und
Dedeltitel gebunbden. Preis: M. 20,

Diefes belannte und ausfilhrlide Jahrbud) fiir die evangelijdhen Lanbdeds
licden Deut{hlands erjdheint nun jum leftenmal al8 bie Urbeit D.J. Schneis
bers, ber im Jahre 1804 jum erftenmal bas von feinem Bater begrilnbete TWert
hat ausgehen und bann fiebenunddreifjig tweitere Jahresbinde Hat folgen lfaffen.
Das Jahrbud) tourbe im Laufe der Jeit immer ausfitheliher und grofer, und
Sdneider tourbe im Jahre 1018 jum Dilfsarbeiter file livdlide Statiftif im
cbangelijfhen Oberticdhenrat berufen und ecinige Jahre danad) Profefjor in der
theologijchen Falultdt der Univerfitit Verlin mit dbem Lehrauftrag fiir Kirdens
tunbe. Bor cinigen Monaten, am 12, Auguft 1930, wurbe er unerivartet ausd
biefem Leben abgerufen im Alter von brefundficbzig Jahren (er war am 7. Juli
1857 geboren). WMan fann wobl fagen, baf er die Hirdylidhe Statiftil im toeiteften
Sinne bes Wortes als bejonderes Facd) begritndet und crfolgreidy davgeftellt Hat.
Gr wufte genau, baf man mit ftatiftijhen Jahlen verhingnisvolle Spielerei
treiben undb cin faljhes Vild entiverfen fann. Darum war er aud) an feinem
Teile auf Genauigleit bedacht, und als wir einmal Veranlaffung Hatten, mit ihm
uné aueinanberjufeien iiber cine bejonbere Tdtigleit der Mifjourifynobe, die er
nidht vidhtig dbargeftellt Hatte, nahm er diefe Juredtftellung an. Gr Hat audy die
Bedbeutung der juberliffig darftellenden Statiftit nidht itberjehift und Hat mehrere
Male in frilheren Jahren und aud) in dem vorlicgenden BVanbe fih gegen dem
Borwurf ausdrildlid) bertvahrt, als fei cine gute Statiftit an fih fdhon ein Jeiden
wafren inneren Lebens ber RKirde. Die Statiftit war ihm nie der Ruhm der
Rivdye, {ondern ftet8 Warnung und Anjporn fitr ihre Arbeit. 1lnd darum Haben
ir aud) fein Jahrbud) jdhon feit Yahren Hodhaefchist, obwohl er theologifch
burdjaus ftaatstivd)licy geridhtet war. Uud) fiir ben bocrlicgenden Band Hat er
nod) die eigentlidhe ticd)lide Statiftit bearbeitet, aber filr bejonbere Gebiete, ivie
{don frither, befihigte Mitarbeiter Herangejogen, fo itber Jnnere Miffion im
beut{dylindbifdhen Sinne des Wortes, liber die deutfche evangelijche Heidenmiffion,
itber Juben unb Jubenmijfion, itber trdylidge Vereine, {iber das evangelijdye Auss
lanbbeutjhtum in anbern Linbern Europas, in Ufien, Wfrita, Siibamerifa und
Yuftralien und itber die Sfumenifche Vetvegung der Glegentvart; fiber bie tirdys
lidge Jeitlage hat er felbft die einzelnen Kapitel gefhricben. Bei ben theologijhen
YUusfithrungen und Urtcilen wird man Bfters berfdhiedener Meinung fein, bes
fonbers aud) in bem Rapitel diber bie dfumenijhe Vewegung der Gegeniact;
aber ber Hauptivert bes Buches liegt eben in der Statifti! und in der gebotenen
Diberficht. L Filcbringer.
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Miracles under Fire. By Ludwig von Gerdtell, Ph. D. 160 pages,
6%X7%. The Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. Price, §1.50. Order
from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This new apologetic of miracles proceeds on the conviction that
whoever admits the miracles of the New Testament “must concede the
reality of the revelation and ultimately the truth of the whole Bible”
(p-46). “If the miracles are legends, then the Gospel both in its own
apostolic age and in any other would be the greatest fraud in human
history and would abide so, even if every one in every age had devoutly
believed it” (p.15). “Either both Jesus and His miracles are historical
reality, or both are legendary” (p.9). In a later volume Dr.Gerdtell in-
tends to treat miracles from the standpoint of philosophy; in Afiracles
under Fire he treats the evidence nccording to the principles of histor-
ical science. In order to make cvery possible concession to the eritical
attitude, he founds his arguments primarily on the four epistles the
genuineness of which is accepted even by the most extreme eritics; First
and Second Corinthians, Galatians, and Romans. He proves that the
witness of these documents “is unanimously and overwhelmingly in favor
of miracles” (p. 37). About one half of the book is devoted to the evi-
dence for the historical character of Christ’s resurrection. The older
arguments for this position are presented with great force, and in ad-
dition to these Dr. Gerdtell introduces proofs from modern psychology
as striking as they are original. Hume’s famous argument against
miracles is skilfully turned against the skeptic himself (p.118). The
death of Judas is viewed as clear evidence that the miracles of Christ
were genuine (pp. 128—148).

Dr. Gerdtell, trained in German universities, was formerly a Lutheran
and is now a member of the Disciples. THEO. GRAEBNER.

Beyond. What the Poets Say about Immortality. Edited by Sherman
Ripley. 171 pages, 5X7. Price, $2.50.

This book does not live up to its title nor to its foreword. It is not
an anthology of Immortality, but of Death; nor does it offer true “com-
fort to the bereaved.” When the reviewer took up the book, he expected
to find within its covers some of the classics on Heaven and Immortality,
only to be disappointed. The collection brings principally such poems as
represent the thought of materialistic philosophy. It is not expressive,
therefore, of the best that has been written in English or that can be found
in the classical English translations. The majority of poems are simply
vague gropings of the human mind that can only speculate regarding the
hereafter. One looks in vain for such gems as “Jerusalem the Golden” or
Longfellow’s version of Simon Dach’s O wie selig seid ihr dochk, ihr From-
men. However, if a pastor desires poetical material to use by way of il-
lustration in his sermons to show the utter hopelessness of natural man’s
theology in the face of death, he will find plenty of examples in this volume.

W. G. PorLAck.
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Kretzmann: Book Review. - Literatur
Die manbiifde RNeligion und dbasd Ghriftentunt. Von D. Johannes Behm.
. Deidhertidhe Verlagebudyhandlung (D. Werner Scholl), Leipais. 84 Sels
ten 6% X9. DPreis, geheftet: M. .50; gebunben: M. 1.

Jn ber gegentwdrtigen religionsge[dhidhtlichen Foridhung [pielt bie alte, aber
bi8 in bie Gegenmart reidende manbdiifde Religion in Paliftina und Babylonien
und ihr Verhdlini8 gum GEhriftentum ecine ziemliche Molle und ivicd biel bers
bandelt. JIn bem vorliegenden orientierenden Hefte wird nun gejeigt, bak ber
TManbddismus nichts anberes ift ald cine Gnofis, dic {dhon von bem Johanness
ebangelium betdmpft ird, und baf die Gridjfungslehre der manbdifdhen Religion
nidht die Gridfungslehre de8 Ghriftentums ift. Freilid) follte die Jurildiveifung
be8 Jrrtums nod) biel entidyicbencr qefdhehen, al8 e8 hier der Fall ift.

Q Filrbringer.
BOOKS RECEIVED.

From Richard R. Smith, Inc.,, New York: —

Greatest Thoughts on Immortality. Compiled by Prof.J. Helder. 183
pages, 5X7%. Price, $2.00.

Poems for Special Days and Occasions. Compiled by Thomas Curtis
Clark. 166 pages. Price, $1.00.

Story Sermons for Junior Congregations. By Mary Kirkpatrick Berg.
161 pages. Price, $1.50.

From Harper & Brothers, New York and London: —

Radiant Religion. By A. Z. Conrad, Ph. D., D. D. 162 pages, 5X7%.
Price, $1.50.

From Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York: —

The Hero in Thy Soul. Being an Attempt to Face Life Gallantly. By
Arthur John Gossip. 2067 pages, 534 X8. Price, $1.00.

From the Abingdon Press, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago: —

The Light Shines Through. Messages of Consolation by Ministers
Eminent for Their Services of Solace. 204 pages, 5X7%. Price,
$1.50.

From the Cokesbury Press: —

Talking with God. Edited by Alfred Franklin Smith. 151 pages, 4X6.
Price: Cloth, 50 ets.; moroccotol, 81.00.
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