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igsalah 52:13-53:12. "The Suffering, Peath, and Ex-

altation of the Servant. "2l

Behold, my servant shall prosper,
he ahall bz exalted and 1ifted up,
and shall be very high.

As mony as were astonished at him--
hles zpoearsnce was so marred, beyond human semblance,
and his feram beyond that of the sons of men--

€0 shell he startle many natlons;
kZings shall shut thelr mouths because of him;

for that which has not been told them they shall ses,
enid that which they have not heard they shall under-

gtand,

“ho has bellsved what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord besn revealed?
For he grew up before him like a young plantg,
and 1ike & root out of dry ground;
he had no Tori or comeliness that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desirs hin.
Fe was desplsed and rejected by men;
a man of sorrows, and acqualnted with grief;
and ns one from whom men hide thelr faces
he was desplsed, znd we eeteemed him not.

Surely he has borne our griefs
ani carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
emitten by God, and affllcted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was brulsed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that made us whole,
and with his stripes we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
w2 have turnedi every one to hls own way;
and the Lord has 1l21d on him
the iniqulty of us all.

e was oopresged, ani he was affllcted,
yet he opened not his zouth;

21718 title is suggested by North, ov. git., ». L2.
The Title, “The Suffering Servant,” would not be adequate.
The Fourth Servant Song describes also the Servant's glori-
ficaetion. ‘"Hicht das Lelden des Knecht selbst, sondern
selne Uebarwindung des Leldens und sein Erhoehung aus
dieser Frniedrigpung iat das Thema von Kap. 53." Pleper, go.

eit., »n. 392,
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like a lamb that ia led to the slaughter,
&nd llke a shesp that bafore 1ts shsarers 1s dumb,
_ 80 he opened not his mouth.
By omprassion and Judgment he was taken away;
and as for hls generation, who considered
that he was out off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?
And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a2 rich man in his death,
althouzh he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his nouth.

Yet 1t was the will of the Lord to brulse him;
he has put him to grief;
wnen he makes himself an offering for sin,
he shall see his offsoring, he shall prolong his days;
the will of the Lord shsll prosper in his hand;
he shall sse the frult of the travall of his soul and
be aatisfled;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
nake many %o be accounted righteous;
and he shsll bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the great,
and he shall) divide the spoll with the strong;
because he poured out his soul to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yYet he bore the 2in of many,
and made interceesion for the tranagressors.

Iselah 52:13-15. The first paragraph of the Fourth
Servant Zong etates the theme of the entire Song: the future
exaltation of the Surfering Servant. The first verse des-
oribes three stages in the exaltation of the Servant.?? The
thres verbs are T, NWJ, and 312 . Delitzach
describes them in terms of an ascending sequence., Ihs Ser-
vant will rise into view; he will 1ift himself still farther;
he will stand thers on high. Delitzsch aporoves of Stier's

interoretation which finds in the thres verbs an allusicn "o

22‘1‘-11-389 stupes are discussed by Delitzsch, on. gif., =.
272,
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the Hesurrsction, Ascension, and Seesion on the right hand
of God.>3
The next two versea contrast the reaction to the Ser-
vani's sufferiny and to the Servant's exaltation. His in-
human suffering causes many to be horrified and sstonished

at him. 2" Byt he will be exslted so that he will cause many

nations to lsap An surprise?5 and kings will be speechleas

because of him.

Igalah 53:1-3. The second paragraph describes the in-
human suffering of the fServant of ¥Yahweh. The renort con-
' cerning the Servant went unheeded. As he grew up he was |

greeted with contemnt. He was desplised and forsaken. Hain

and sickness were famlliar to him. HMen shunned him; people
degviced him; "We esteemed him not."

Isnrinh 53:4-6, But those who had shunned and d4eapised
him confesz their wrong. They find the cause of his suffer-
ing in their own sin and weakness. Thelr contrition is faith-
fully recantured in the Lutheran choral:

Vao 1st% dle Ursach' aller solcher Flagen?

Agh, meine Susenden haben dich geschlagen.

ich, ach Herr Jesu, hebde dies verschuldet,
“as du erduldstl

231pia. |

2byne R.S.V. translation is derived from the Sepe, 17 ,
which 1t chooses instead of N7. |

| 25%hs translation "cause to leap in surprise’ is based
on the meacing of the Arable root, 2




19
the Servant suffered vicariously as a substitute for those
who had gone astray. The Lord "made to 1ight on him"26 the
iniquity of us all.
Isaianh 53:7-9, The fourth paragrapn in the Fourth Ser-
vant Song desoribes the Passlon, the Death, and the Burial of

the Servant. Verse seven describes the Servant's oppres-

eion, hias patience, snd his innocence.?? He was silant
even in the face of oppression and affliction. Although
he was without spot or blemish, like a sascrificiesl lamb, he
endured suffering patiently. "He opened not his mouth."
Like o muzzled shesp, he made no sound.

In verse eight there are three possible interpretations
depending on how '[ﬂ is transleted. The H.5.V. translation
seems to take |1} in & ceusative sense. "By oppression and
Judgnent he was taken away." Opnpression snd Judgment are the
instrumental ceuses of his death.Z28 Secondly, ‘M inay mean
"without.” Then the passage would indicate that nc one
provided for the Servant a Jjust trial. Thirdly, if |1 1s
taken in a locative sense, the passage would mean that the

Servant was taken from custody to the grave. 29 11 three

’ 265n1s 15 the translation suggested by North, on. git.,
D. 43,

27P1eper, oo. ¢it., p. bO6.

287h1g 13 the interpretation preferred by Pieper, ob.
eit., p. 409. Uther pasenges in which % 1s causative are
fen. 9:11; 49:12; Job 4:9; 7:1lh; 14:9; 35:26; Fzek. 19:10.

29?!119 is the interpretation preferred by Horth, on.
git., pp. 124-5.
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Poaslbllities glve good sense, and there is no evidence
from veage to Justify one Anterprstation to the exclusion
of the other two.

Verse nine describss the burial of the Eervant. ilere
too interpretationsz Aiffer. Somes interpret the passage to
mean that in his desth the Bervant suffers the fate of the
wicked and the rich, with the implicaticn that both ths
wlcked and the rich suffer an unfortunate end. Delitzsch
finds thie interpretation unsatisfactory ani even nrefers
Boile kKind of emendation to assuming that being rich is a
8in. Better than either alternative would be to take the
1 28 2n adversative. "They make his greve with the wicked,
but with a rich men in his death.” Delitzsch concludes his
argument by descrloing the parallel between verse nlne and
the burial of Jesus in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea.3C

Isalah 53:10-12. The last varagravh of the Fourth
servant Zong nlcks up the train of thought dropped at the
end of verse six and continues to describe the orlginal
cause and then the eventual result of the Servant's suffer-
ing. "It was the will of the Lord to brulse him; he has
oput him to grief." This is a close parallel to verse six:
"The Lord haas lald on him the iniquity of us all."

The R.8.V. translation of verse 10, "When he makes

himgelf an offering for sin,” follows the VYulgate. The

309911tzseh, on. cit., po. 291-&,
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Hebrew haa "When you make his soul an offering for sin."
it is vossible, however, that 'lUg:_l_ is the sudbjlect.
“Yhen his soul (i.e., he) will have brought a gullt offer-
1ng. ' The latter is probably the correct interpretation.

Implicit in the descrintion of the blessings which will
follow for the Zervant is a resurrection. This 1s true also
in verse twelve. Fis death will be followed Dy resurrection
and exaltation,

The language of substitution recurs in verses eleven
and twelve. "ile shall bear their iniquities.” "He bore the
gin of many." I% is a priestly function which the Servant
here undertakes. He offers himself as a victim for the sins
of others. And like & priest, he makes intercesslon for the
transgressors.

And throughout the last varagraph of the Fourth Servant
Song the exaltation of the Servant is a dominant theme. The
great will be his nortion and the strong he will dlvide as
his spoil. ! He will see hils offspring, he will prolony his
days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. Ile
will see the frult of the travall of his soul and be satis-

fieﬂ.o
Iseish 61:1-3. "The Servant's Proclamation of CGood

Tldings to the Afflicted.”

yor the justification of this interpretation cf.
Pievner, on. oit., pp. 419=-20.
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The Splrit of the Lord God is upon me,
bzoause the Lord has anointed me
%o bring good tidings to the afflicted;
he has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim 1iberty to the captives,
end the opening of the prison to those who are hound.
to vroclaim the year of the Lord's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to grant to those who nourn in Zion--
%o glve them a garland instead of ashes,
the 0ll of gladness instead of mourning,
the nmantle of pralse instead of a ralnt 8pirlt;
that they msy be ealled oaks of righteocusness,
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.

The last of the Servant vassages included in this sur-
vey describes a prophetlc activity of the Servant of Yahweh.
e has been anointed and sent by Yahweh as a herald of good
%1dingas. His misslon 1s to the afflicted, to the broken-
hearted, to the captives, to those who are bound, and to
211 who mourn in Zion. Comfort, freedom, and healing are
the major emphases of his proclamation.

The paragraph begins and ends on a famlliar note. For
the execution of his mission, the Soirit of Yahweh rests
uoon him (22:1; 61:1). And the ultimate purpese of his mls=-
sion is the glorification of Yahweh (£9:3; 61:3).




CHAPTER IIIX
JESUS AS THE LAMB OF GOD
U Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away

the sin of the world, have merey upon us!

O Chrlst, Thou Lamb of God, that taksst away
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us!

0 Christ, Thou Lamb of CGod, that taksst away
the 2in of the world, have mercy upon us!

The term "Lemb of God" i1s used as a title of Jesus al-
most exelusively in Johannlne literature. It ooccura in 5t.
John 1i29,36 and repeatedly in the Anocalypse. The only
othser naseages in the ilew Testament vhere the term “Lamb
1s applled to Jesus are Acts 8:32, 1 Corinthisns 5:7, and
1 Peter 1:19. The context in Acts is ths conversion of the
ithiopian Xunuch. He was reading from the prophecy of
Isaish the Song of the 3uffering Servant. The passage 1s
duoted in the text of Acts:

As a sheed led to the slaughter

or a lamb before its shearer is dumb,

80 he opens not his mouth.

In his huniliation Justice was denled him.

%ho can describe his generation?

For his 1ifs is taken up from the earth.

Yhen the sunuch asked, "'About whom, pray, does the prophet
say this, about himself or about some one else?' Then Phil-
ip oonened his mouth, and beginning with this serinture he
told him the good news of Jesus" (8:34,35). Paul calls

Jesus "ou* paschal lamb,® who "has been sacrificed" (1 Cor.
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5:i7). Peter compares the blood of Jesus with the blood of
& sacrificianl lemb (1 Pet. 1:18,19):
You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways
inherlted from your fathers, not with nerishable
things, such as sllver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of s lamb without blemish
cr spot.
ihe term "Lamb" when 1t is a title of Jesus, trans-
letes two Gresk words, § émves 2and ro épvfov'. The word
i/tv5§ 1s used only four times in the New Tesgstament., Two

of these sre Acts 8:32 and 1 Peter 1:19, cited above. The

other two eare John 1:2%9 and John 1:36.1

The two pseszges from the Gosnel sccording to 5t. John
(1:29,36) rocord the witnese of John the Baptism concerning
Jesus that He is the Lamb of God. The first oassage adds:
"“ho tekes away the sin of the world."

The word apviov 18 used more frequently than o"yavo's =
I% 18 used once in the Cospel according to St. John of Je-
gus'! followers (21:15): "Feed my lambs." Twenty-nine times
At aocpesrs in the Apocalypse of 5t. John. Twenty-elght of
these refur tc the exalted Christ. The remaining passage is
Revelation 13:11, where the Antichrist is described as a
beast which rose out of the sarth and which had two horns

like 2 laumb and which spoke like a dragon.

lpor a thorough discussion of the word "Lamb," of.

Joachim Jeremias, "Auvds," in %Wo L ttb:.rt
zum Neuen Testgment, edited by Ger Stutteans
Verlag von W, Kohlhammer. 1933), I, 342-ks5,




