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Isaiah 52:13-53:12. "The Suffering, Death, and ix- 

altation of the Servant. #21 

Behold, my servant shall prosper, 
he shell be exalted and 1ifted wo, 
and shall be very high. 

As many as were astonished at him-=- 
his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, 
and his form beyond that of the sons of men-= 

so shall he startle many nations; 
kings shall shut their mouths because of hin; 

for that which has not been told them they shall see, 
ane Eee which they have not heard they shall under- 

Btand 

“ho has believed what we have heard? 
ind to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
and like a root cut of dry ground; 

he head no form or comeliness thet we should look at hia, 
and no beauty thet we should desires hin. 

Ee was despised and rejected by men; 
a man of serrows, and acquainted with gricf; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 
he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Surely he has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrowa; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 
smitten by God, and efflicted. 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniduities; 

upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, 
and with his stripes we are healed. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the Lord has laid on hin 
the iniquity of ua all. 

He was oopressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his iouth; 

  

2lthas title is suggested by North, ov. cite, p. 42. 
She Title, "The Suffering Servant," would not be adequate. 
The Fourth Servant Song descrives also the Servant's glori- 
fication. "Nicht das Leiden des Knecht selbst, sondern 
seine Uebarwindune des Leidens und sein Erhoehung aus 
dieser Erniedrigmg iat das Fhema von Kap. 53." Pieper, op. 

eit., 0. 392.   
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like a lamb thet 4a led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before ite shearers is dunb, 
80 he opened not his mouth. 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my peovle? 

And they made his grave with the wicked 
and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the will of the Lord to bruise hin; 
he hes put him to grief; 

when he makes himself an offering for sin, 
he shall see his offspring, he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand; 
he shall see the fruit of the travail of his soul and 

be aatisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

make many to be accounted rizhteous; 
and he shell bear their iniquities. 

Therefore I will divide him a portion with the great, 
and he shell divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he poured out his soul to death, 
and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Isaiah 52:13<-15. The first paragravh of the Fourth 

Servant Songz atates the theme of the entire Song: the future 

exaltation of the Suffering Servant. The first verse des- 

cribes three stages in the exaltation of the Servant.22 ‘the 

three verbs are UAT, NWJ, and SIDA. Delitzach 

describes them in terms of an ascending sequence. The Ser= 

vant will rise into view; he will 1ift himself still farther; 

he will stand there on high. Delitzsch aporoves of Stier's 

interpretation which finds in the three verbs an ailusicn “os 

  

22r nese stages are discussed by Delitzsch, on. sit., s.~ 
272.   

e
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the Resurrection, Ascension, and Session on the right hand 

of God, 3 

The next two verses contrast the reaction to the Ser- 

vant's suffering and to the Servant's exaltation. His in- 

human suffering causes many to be horrified and astonished 

at him.2" ut he will be exalted so that he will cause many 

nations to leap in surprise®5 and kings will be speechleas 

because of hin. 

Isaiah 53:1-3. ‘The second paragraph describes the in- 

human suffering of the Servant of Yahweh. ‘The report con-   cerning the Servant went unheeded. As he grew up he was 

greeted with contemt. He was despised and forsaken. Pain 

and sicknesa were familiar to him. Men shunned him; veople   desviced him; "We asteemed him not." 

Isaiah 53:4-6, But these who had shunned and despised 

him confess their wrong. They find the cause of his suffer- 

ing in their own sin and weakness. Their contrition is faith- 

fully recaptured in the Lutheran choral: 

Ves ist die Ursach' aller solcher Plagen? 
Ach, meine Suenden haben dich geschlagen. 
ich, ach Herr Jesu, hebe dies verschulidet, 
was du erduldet! 

  

231pid. 

2tne R.S.V. translation is derived from the ere, 17 , 
which 1t chooses instead of N?. 

25tns translation "cause to leap | n surprise" is based 
on the mearcing of the Arable root, oO.   
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the Servant suffered vicariously as a substitute for those 

who had gone astray. ‘The Lord "made to light on nim#26 the 

iniquity of us all. 

Isaiah 53:7-9. ‘The fourth paragraph in the Fourth Ser- 

vant Song describes the Passion, the Death, and the Burial of 

the Servant. Verse seven describes the Servant's onpres= 

sion, his patience, snd his innocence.2? He was silent 

even in the face of oppression and affliction. Although 

he was without spot or blemish, like a sacrificial lamb, he 

endured suffering patiently. “He opened not hia mouth. " 

Like oa muzzled sheep, he made no sound. 

in verse eight there are three possible interpretations 

depending on how [4 4s traneleted. The #.3.V. translation 

seems to take |1\ in « causative sense. “By oppression and 

judgment he was taken away." Oppression end judgment are the 

instrumental ceuses of his desth.28 Secondly, ]f\ may mean 

"without." Zhen the passage would indicate that ne one 

provided for the Servant a just trial. Thirdly, if fis 

taken in a Locative sense, the passage would mean that the 

Servant was teken from custody to the grave. 29 All three 

  

26,5 
p. 43. 

2?pieper, oo. cit., p. 406. 

280nig is the interpretation preferred by Pieper, ov. 
Git., p. 409. Uther passages in which 18% 1s causative are 
Gen. 93113; 49:12; Job 4:9; 7i:l4; 14:9; 39:26; Ezek. 19:10. 

2rnis is the interpretation preferred by North, op. 
Geit., pp. 12h—5. 

his is the translation suggested by North, on. cit., 
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possibilities give good sense, and there 1s no evidence 

from veage to justify one interpretation to the exclusion 

of the other two. 

Verse nine describes the burial of the Servant. iiere 

too interpretations differ. Some interpret the passage to 

Mean that in his death the Servant auffers the fate of the 

wicked and the rich, with the implicaticn thet both the 

wicked and the rich suffer an unfortunate end. Delitzsach 

finds this interpretation unsatisfactory and even: nrefers 

sofie kind of emendation to assuming that being rich is a 

sin. better than either alternative would be to take the 

] «as en adversative. "They make his grave with the wicked, 

but with o rich man in his death." Delitzsch concludes his 

argulent by cescribing the parsilel between verse nine and 

the burial of Jesus in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathsea. 2° 

isalah 53:10-12. The last paragraph of the Fourth 

Servant song picks up the train of thought dropped at the 

end of verse six and continues to describe the original 

cause and then the eventual result of the Servant's suffer- 

ing. "It was the will of the Lord to bruise hin; he has 

put him to grief." This is a close parallel to verse aix: 

"The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all." 

The R.S.¥. translation of verse 10, "when he makes 

himself an offering for sin," follows the Vulgate. The 

GTS 

Oy a14 tz8ch, on. cit., DD. 291-4.    
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Hebrew haa “When you make his soul an offering for sin." 

It is possible, however, that 1WwD) is the subject. 

“When his soul (4.e., he) will have brought a guilt offer- 

ing." The latter 4s probably the correct interpretation. 

Implicit in the description of the blessings which will 

follow for the Servant 1s a resurrection. This is true also 

in verse twelve. His death will be followed by resurrection 

and exaltation. 

The language of substitution recurs in verses eleven 

and twelve. "ife shall bear their iniauities." "He bore the 

sin of many." It is a priestly function which the Servant 

here undertakes. He offers himself as a victim for the sins 

of others. And like a opriest, he makes intercession for the 

transgressors. 

‘nd throughout the last Dvaragraph of the Fourth Servant 

Song the exeltation of the Zervant is a dominant theme. The 

great will be his portion and the strong he will divide as 

his spoil.°1 He will see his offspring, he will prolong his 

daya, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. ie 

will see the fruit of the travail of his soul and be satis- 

fied. 

Isaiah 61:1-3. “Lhe Servant's Proclamation of Good 

Tidings to the Afflicted." 

  

BLypoy the justification of this interpretation cf. 
Plever, ov. cit., pp. 419-20. 
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The Spirit of the Lord God 1s woon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me 

to bring good tidings to the afflicted; 
he haa sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prigon to those who are EE 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort e11 who mourn; 

to grant to those who mourn in Zion-=- 
to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the o11 of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit; 

thet they msy be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 

the last of the Servant vassages included in this sur- 

vey describes a prophetic activity of the Servant of Yehweh. 

Fe has been anointed and sent by Yahweh as a herald of good 

tidings. His mission is to the afflicted, to the broken- 

hearted, to the captives, to those who are bound, and to 

#11 who mourn in Zion. Comfort, freedom, and healing are 

the major emphases of his proclamation. 

The paragraph begins and ends on a familiar note. For 

the execution of his mission, the Snirit of Yahweh rests 

upon him (42:1; 61:1). And the ultimate purpose of his mis- 

sion is the glorification of Yahweh (49:3; 61:3). 
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CHAPTER LIT 

JESUS AS THE LAMB OF GOD 

& Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
the sin of the world, have merey uvon us! 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
the sin of the world, have mercy unon us! 

0 Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us! 

The term "Lemd of God" is used as a title of Jesus al= 

most exclusively in Johannine literature. It oacurs in St. 

John 1:29,36 and repeatedly in the Apocalypse. The only 

othsr passagses in the New Testament where the term “Leamb" 

is applied to Jesus are Acts 8:32, 1 Corinthians 5:7, and 

1 Peter 1:19. The context in Acts is the conversion of the 

Ethiopian Zunuch. He was reading from the prophecy of 

Isaish the Song of the Suffering Servant. The passage is 

quoted in the text of Acts: 

As a sheeo led to the slaughter 
or a lamb before ite shearer is dumb, 
go he opens not his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken up from the earth. 

When the eunuch asked, “*About whom, pray, doses the prophet 

say this, about himself or about some one else?’ Then Phil- 

id opened his mouth, and beginning with this serinture he 

told hin the good news of Jesus" (8:34,35). Paul calis 

Jesus “oum paschal lamb,” who "has been sacrificed" (1 Cor. 
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5:7). Peter compares the bleod of Jesue with the blood of 

& secrificinl lamb (1 Pet. 1:18,19): 

You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your fathers, not with perishable 
things, such as silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of s lamb without blemish 
or spot. 

fhe term "Lamb" when 4¢ 1s a title of Jesus, trans- 

lates two Gresk words, & duvos and ro apviev . ithe word 

aves is used only four times in the New Testament. Twa 

of these are Acta 8:32 and 1 Peter 1:19, cited above. The 

other two are John 1:29 and John 1:36.2 

The two pesseges from the Gospel according to 5t. John 

(1:29,36) record the witness of John the Baptism concerning 

Jesue thet He is the Lamb of God. The first oassage adds: 

"tho tekes away the sin of the world. * 

The word &pvrov is used more frequently than oyavos . 

t 1s used once in the Gospel accorGing to St. John of Je- 

sus' followers (21:15): “Feed my lambs." Twenty-nine times 

it appesrs in the Apocalypse of 5t. John. twenty-eight of 

these refar te the exalted Christ. The remaining passage is 

Revelation 13:11, where the Antichrist ia described as a 

beast which rose out of the earth and which had two horns 

like a lamb and which spoke like a dragon. 

  

lyor a thorough discussion of the word “Lamb," of. 
Joachim Jeremias, "“Ayuves," in Theolog “gob Eseuieh 
Zum Neven Testement, edited by Gernard Kittel (Stuttgart: 
Verlag von W. Kohlhammer, 1933), I, 342-45. 

  

 


