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the realm oi historical probabilities and can neither be

proved nor disprOVed.3
Juotations from the Atharvaveds

The followlng selections have been excerpted from V.
Raghavan's translations of the Atharvaveda.4
or sucecess in trade:

I urge indra the merchant, may he come to us and be
our forerunner; warding off the unpayling, the cutting
beust, let that masterful Indra be a bringer of wealth
to me. O Gods) That money with which, desiring more
money, I carry on my bargalns, let that multiply,
never decrease. O Agnl, with this oblation, do thou
frustrate those who ruln my profit (III..16).

To Varuna:

The great superintendent of &l1ll this sees as if from
nearby; whoever thinks he 1s going secretly, all that
the gods know. He who stands or moves, he who walks
crooked, he who moved the third, him Varuna knows.

ven he who may cross to the other side of the sky

will not excape King Varuna; from heaven, his spies are
patrolling this earth; with & thousand eyes they scan
through the earth (IV. 16).

The Larth:

Great truth, formidable moral order, vow, penance,
spiritual knowledge, and sacrifice sustain the Earthj;
may that arth, mistress of our past snd future, afford
us a wide world for our 1ife. Without congestlion,
amidst men, She who has many heights, stretches, and
level grounds, who bears herbs of manifold potency, may
thaet Barth spread out and be rich for us. Let all the
people milk her with amity; O Earth, give me sweet
words (Xe 1)

%s. ¢, Chatterjee, The Fundamentals of Hindulsm
(Celecutta: Das Gupta & Co., 1950), PPe 72=75.

4V. Raghavan, Prayers, Praises and Psalms (¥adras:
G. A. Nateson & Co., 1938), pPpe 25, o¢, 117.




CHAPTER VI
THE BRAHMANAS AND THFE UPANISHADS
Description of the Brahmenas

Brahmana means "Belonglng to Brahmans." These are
works composed by and for Brahmans to be used as a guide
for Bralmans in the use of the hymns of the Mantra, Be=-
cause of this, they are assumed to be of later origin than
the book of the Veda to which they are attached; however
the Brehmenas are held on the same level of authority as
the Vedas and are included in the Sruti. IHIxcepting its
clalms to divine revelation, it is a Hindu Talmud.l

The Brahmena collectively is made up of Brahmanas,
which are ritualistic end liturgical writings in prose.
They contain the details of the Vedic ceremoniea,'with.long
explanations of thelr origin and meaning; they give instruc-
tions as to the use of particular verses and metersj and
they abound with curious legends divine and human,2 in
illustration. In them, we have the oldest rituals, the
oldest linguilstic explenations, the oldest traditional

narratives, and the oldest phllosophical speculations.

lSwami Nirvedananda, Hindulsm at a Glance
(Vidysmsndira, Dekhuria, Béngal: S. lendel, 1946), pe 59.

25u ra, ppe 28=30.
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£s literary productions they are not of a high order.3
but some striking thoughts, bold expressions, sound reason-
ing, and curious traditlong are found among the mass of
"pedentry and grandiloquencea“4

‘Fach of the Vedas has its Brahmenas. Generally, these
maintaln the essential character of the Veda to which they
belong. Thus the Brahmenas of the Rigveda are specially
devoted to the duties of the Hotri® who recites the verses,
those of the Yajurveda to the pertormance of the sacrifices
by the Adhwaryu, and those of the Semaveda to the chanting
of the Udgatri.

The Aitareya Brahmana belongs to the Rigveda. This is

generally assumed to be the oldest Brahmana and dated as far
back as the seventh century 'B.C.6 This Brahmana is some=-

times called Kaushitikal or Sankhayana.

The Taittirlya, Black, Yajurveda hes the Taittirive
Brahrmana, and the Vajasaneyl Yajurveda has the Satapatha

Brahmana, one oi the most important of all the Brahmanaa.7

53. Ne Ferguhar, An Qutline of the Religzious Literature
of India (London: 0Oxford University Press, TS%ﬁi, P. 4605,

%Ibid., pe. 464.

5&‘)11 Em 9 p o 24 °

6J. lMurdoch, An Account of the Vedas (London and
¥adras: The Christian Literature society for India, 1897).
Hindu Series, III, pe 84.

73.. Ne. Farguhar, Ope. Clte, Do 472,




