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The Character of the Atharvaveda 

:;-d~mrd \ iashburn Hopkin~, a.fter reudine t he Rigveda, 

characterizes th0 Atharve.veda as: 

Tho hymns of t he R10veda inextricably conf used; 
the doitien of an earlier era conf ounded , and 
again merged together in a pantheism now complete; 
the introduction of strange gods; recor.nition of a 
hel l of torture; instead of many divinities the One 
that r0presents all gods, l).nd nat ure as well; 
incantations f or evil purposes o.nd charms f or a v,orthy 
pur pose; formulae of mul ediction to be directed 'those 
,·:hom. I he. te o.nct who hate me;• masical verses to obtain 
children, to prolong li f e, to dispel evil magic; to 
guard against poison and other ills; the paralyzing 
extreme of ritual lstic r everence indicated. b y the 
e;~l tn tion to c;odhE:ad oi' the · 1 remnant' of sacrifice; 
hymnn to snakes, to dioeases, to sleep, t ime, ~nd the 
stars; cursos on t he priest plaguer. 2 

It i~i true t lJa.t the Rigveda is not lo.eking in incanta

t ions, in witchcraft practices, in hymns to inanimate t hint:;s, 

and in indications of pantheism. Il ovrnver, aft er reading 

both ,·,or k s 6 the collective impre ti sion is t hat \'Jha t is added 

to t he Ri gvcda is essential to the i\ tbo.rvaveda . The explana

tion f or t his is put :forth that those practices developed 

wit h the Ri gveda e.nd antedated it. They were, hov1ever, left 

out of the rligvcda o.nd given but a perfunctory nod on r are 

occasions in tho Rigveda. The Athurvaveda , on the other 

hand uas prod uced with the express intention or preserving 

these t hinr;s; however this is pointed out. t hat t h is lies in 

2 
ill.£•, p . 151. 



the realm o:t· historicat probo.b111t1es and can neither be 

proved nor d isproved . 3 

Quotations .froi.'1 the Atharvavedu 

The following selections have · been excerpted from v. 
Raghuvan 9 s translations of the Atha.rvaveda.4 

J~r success in trade: 

I u r ge lnd r u t he merchant, may he co:ne to us and be 
our• .forerunner; warding off the unpaying , the cutting 
bGast, l e t that rnasteri'ul Indra be a bring er of wealth 
to me . 0 Gods 1 'l'hat money with v,hich., desiring more 
monoy ~ I c a rry on my bargains, let tha t multiply , 
never d ecroa.se . O Agni, with t h is oblation, do thou 
f ru s trate those who ruin my p rof it (III • . 16). 

~ro Varuna: 

Tho great superintendent of all this s e es as if from 
nea r by ; whoeve r t hinks he ls going secretly, all tha t 
the g ods know. Ho who stands or moves, he who walks 
c rooked , he ,·1ho moved the third, h1m Varuna. knows. 
r:ven he 'C'Jho may cross to the other s_icie of the sky 
1.1ill not oxcape Ki ng varuna; from heaven., his spies are 
p o. trolling t his eo.rth; with a thousand eyes they scan 
thr.ough t he earth (IV. 16). 

The J~.a.rth : 

Great truth, f o rmidable moral order, vow, penance , 
spiritual knot'.'ledge , and sacrifice su·stain t h e Earth; 
ma y t hat l:arth., mistress of' our past and future, afford 
us a wino world f or our lif e. ~ ithout congestion, 
amidst men., She who has many heights, stretches, snd 
level grounds, who bears herbs of ~anifold potency., may 
tha t Earth sp r•ead out and be rich :for us. Let all the 
people milk her vlith a mity; 0 Earth, g ive me s,·1eet 
words (x • 1 } • 

3s . c. Chatterjee., The Ji'undamonta.ls oi' ll1ndu1s~ 
(Calcutta: Das Gupta &: co-:;-1950), pp. 72-'rn. 

' 
4v. Raghavan., Prayers, Prnisos .and Psalms (··adras: 

G. A. N:a.teson & Co • ., 1938)., PP• 23., "34;' 117. 



CHAPTI:t1 VI 

THE BRAHMAl'lAf'> /1ND '1.11-r;:: UPAU I 8l1ADS 

Description of the Brahmano.s 

Bra.hmo.na. rn eans "Belongin g to Brahmans ." These are 

works col.posed by and fo r Brahr1ans to be used aa a guide 

for Br ahmans in t he u s e o :f the hymns of' the Mantra. Be

cause of t h is, t hey o. r e assumed to be o f later origin than 

t he book of' the Ved' t o v1hich they are attached; hov,ever 

the Br ahmana s are h eld on tho same level of authority as 

t ho Vedo.s and ~re included in the ''ruti. Excepting its 
1 

cl~irns to divine rev e l ation, it is a Hindu Tnl mud . 

'l1he Br ahmane. collective ly ls :no.de up of' Brahmanas , 

which are ritualistic a na liturgical writing s in prose. 
. . 

They contain the details ot· t ho Vedic ceranoniea, ~1th long 

explc.na t ions of their orig in and !!'taaning ; they g 1 ve instruc

t ions as to the use of pni->t1culnr verses and n eters; and 

they abound wi t h curious legends d 1v1no and human.2 in 

illustration . In them, we have the oldest rituals, the 

oldest lingu istic oxpl ~na tions, t he oldest traditional 

narrative s , a nd tho oldest philosophical speculations. 

1 
Swam i N1rveda nanda, Hinduism at a Glanc e 

(Vidysmandira, Dak.huria.• Bengal: s : r,:o.ndel, 1946), P• 59. 

2 ~upra, pp . 28-30. 
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As literary productions they a ro n ot 01' a b1gh order,3 

but some striking thoughts, bold exprossions, oound reason

ing , and curious traditions nre f ound ar!1ong the ma ss of 

"pedantry and grandiloquence~ 04 

Ea ch of the Vedas bns its Bramr.ansa. Generally, the se 

maint a in t he o ssentiu l cha r acter of' the Veda to which they 

belong . r11hus the Br a~11anas of the Ri gveda :are specially 

devoted to the dut ies of ~he hotri5 who recites the verses, 

t hose o.f t he Ya.jurvedu to the per1·ormanc e o r t he sa crifices 

by the Adhvmr~, a nd those of' tlte !:.,amaveda to t ha chanting 

of' the Udga.tri . 

Tho A!jinr_ez..~ Brahman a belong s to the Rigveda. This is 

gener a lly a ssumed to be the oldest Brahr.·a ne and dated as far 

6 back o.s the seventb century B . C . This Br a hrnana is so~e-

t ime s ca lled Kauah1tika1 or fja.nkhaynnn. 

Tho Taittiriya , Bl a ck, Ya jurveda hns the · Tn1tt1r1ve 

Bro.hmana , an d the Vaju.saneyi Ya.jurveda ·ha s the Satapntha 

Br ahmana, one of' t h e most important of s.11 t h e Brahmana s. 7 

3J. N. ~ r quhur, An Outline o f t h e Reli~ ous Literature 
or Ind ia ( London: Oxf'ora Univers i t y Press, 19 0), p . 463. 

5sµpro. , p • 24. 
6J. M:urdoch , An Account of' the Vedas ( London a nd 

r!:e.dras: 'l'he Christian Literature Society for India, 1897) • 
Hindu Serie s, III, p. 84. 

7J. N. Farquhar, .2E• ill.•, P• 4 '72. 


