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1)

St. Paul expressly states that the specific mission of

the angels is to minister to men who have not yet at-

tained the Heavenly Kingdom: "Are they not all minis-

tering spirite, sent forth to minister for them who

shall reccive the inheritence of salvetion?"
Papacy declares thut the office of the guerdisn angel is to
Serve the indivicual ss gulde and companion,34 to protect
his client from any serious herm,35 to intercede for the
humen being before God,36 to supply by perpetual homage to
God's glory for the person's neglect and make reparation for
1r?eV6rence,37 and to use every legitimate means to bring
his cherge safely to the hesvenly fatherland.%® Acquines
believed that the guardianship of the individual began at
birth and ended with denth.. Husslein affirms that ithstarti
With the first instance of humaﬁ iife and contihués after
death, thst at deﬁth the angei guarﬁian.ferries the s&ul in
his care to heaven, but since it must be confined for a time
to the refining rires of purgatory, the angel takes it
there, and provided thet he leaves it at all, then he visits
end consoles it often, end when the purging is done, the

guardisn angel bears the soul to God in final triumph.S9

S3Husslein, op. cit., pe 3.
34MeAstocker, op. cite., Ps Ele
SSHusslein, op. _c_i_._i_:_.; P. 21,
S6liary Paula; ope eit., p. 13,

57Jbseph Ventura, "Our Guerdisen Angels,"™ American Ec-
Slesiamstical Review, Vol, 94 (January--June, 1 s De 28,

58MoAstocker, op. elt., p. 86,
59Hussle:ln,_gg. cit., pPp. 24-7.




o)
While not on erticle of faith, the doectrine of the universesl
guardisnship of the human rerce is tonbtomount to one. It is

taught by the ministorum ordinariur, which Pohle-Preuss re-

minds, "voices the menifest teaching of Scripture and
Tradition, n40

Roman Cestholiclism teeches that every Christien from the
moment of his Beptism hes a perticular guardian angel.4l We
thould not understend this thesis to mean that prior to Bap-
tlsm the individunl 1s bolieved not to have & perticular
guerdien sngel, beceuse "the burden of opinion is in favor
of individuval engelic gusrdionship"42 also before the Wash-
ing of the Water by the Word. Here the emphesis is merely
that the Christisn mey be very cortain of this blessing, be-
Cause from the time of Beptism the engel gusrdiaen is espe-
elelly solicitous in effording csre end protection, Mca
Lstocker says, "The ongels are on intimete terms with those
who expend therselves for the neighbor,"43 Agein, he says,
"These heavenly spirits ere rmostly interested in the humble
and contrite heasrt."44 To undergird this principls, all the
bassages adduced in support of the initiel proposition are

40pohle-Preuss, op. eit., p. 330,
4%;219.; P. 332,

42Von1er; ope cit., ps 48,
43ychstocker, op. olt., p. 124.
4?19;2., Pe 51,
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employed with the difference in rendition being that now
they are sa1d to epply with specilal force,.45 Since they are
uniquely attracted to the Christlan, the patron engel, also
called saint, rejoices when his client does panance,45 af-
fords increasing aid as the same lives an undefiled life,47
directs his 1life lovingly as gulde and shepherd,48 ever
forms a Stronger protective netting against moral end physi-
cal death,49 lends his chsrge a heightening feelling of safe-
ty.5° Inculcates into him a universsl love for fellowman,51
delivers him from melancholy,52 lends him a helping hend in
business conducive to salvation, comforts him when bereaved
with heavenly consolation,53 and may be employed by him in
the interest of advancing the well-belng, physical and spir-
ituel, of needy fellowman.54

“SHusslein, op. eit., pe 15.
46Ibid,., p. 24.

471p1d., p. 120.

48ponle-Prouss, op. cit., p. 33.
4®Busslein, op. eit., p. 178
5°H0Ast9cker, op. cit., p. 119,
Slrbid., p. &l.

52mvid., p. 79.

55Husslein,'gg. cit., pp. 27=8,
5%;9;9.; ppP. 17, 24.
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Romen Catholicism teaches that "mot only Christians,
but heathens end sinnors slso have each a guardian angel."55
Ve read, ", . . they [the guerdion engels) minister to the
vilest of esrth's Intelligent creatures as tenderly and as
carefully ss they do to the noblest."56 Husslein, while he
does tone the matter down a little, nevertheless subscribes
to the doctrine in general, He says:
The devil it 1s true ever goes about trying to kill
souls, but the guardian engel never leaves his charge.
It is also true that passages in the Fathers seem to
effirm that when 2 person commits sin the angel guard-
lan turns eway, but these are not to be taken too lit-
erslly. The angel guardian never totally leaves his
cherge. The relation, on the other hand, between the
faithful and its gusrdian angel, how intimate and de-
lightful}57
Statements similer to the one just quoted are to be found on
Pages f'if'teen and sixteen of Fusslein's The Spirit World
about Us, Suarez describes this proposition as embodying
"the common consent of the theologians and Fathers,"58 A
Seripture passage used to verify this principle is Psalm 343
7, "The engel of the Lord shall camp round sbout them that
fear Him, and shall deliver them."5® Husslein looks to this

bPassage for support of the principle that each person--

SSPohle-Preuss, op. cit., P. 335
S6papy Paula; op. eit., p. 27.
S7gusslein, op. g__i_.,j:_.; Pe 19.
59pohle-Preuss; op. cit., p. 335,
59Busslein, op. cit., p. 18,




12

Ron-Christien, Mchemmeden, agnostic, athelst, or anyone des-
igneted by religzlous lesning or lack of 1t--is under the
guardien protection of an individual engel., The statement
of Socrotes in which he asserted that he enjoyed the guide
8nce of a tutelary spirit is regarded as expostulating a
Profound truth,60

Romen Catholicism teaches that "every state and eccles-
lastical province hes its own tutelary spirit."S6l Pohle-
Preuss evaluates this belief as a probable opinion, which,
he says, finds some slight support in the famous vision of
Daniel.62 1The principle incorporates the supposition thet
évery country, city, town, the Roman Catholic Church, its
dioceses cnd orders heve each a guerdiean angel, Ilany pase
Sages of Scripture are summoned to champion this thesis, but
85 stated above, these all receive their color from the Dane
el reference. The Deniel chapters (10-12) present liichael
as Prince of the Jewish people (Dan. 12:1), In his vision,
the Prophet elso sees a man, whom Papacy regards as having
been Raphael,63 Raphael; then, speaks to Daniel of two other
Princes, the Prince of the Kingdom of Persia (Dan. 10:13),
and the Prince of Grecis (Dan. 10:20). The Prince of Grecia

80pohle-Preuss, op. g;g.;-p. 5570
61rp1q,
6%;212.
631p14,
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13
13 identiried ns Gabriel,64 while the Prince of the Kingdom
of Persia 1s left unidentified. What was the situation as
co;'lceived by HEusslein? Daniel had prayed to God for the re-
turn of the Jews from captivity, which return was now over-
due. Raphnel elso tells Daniel that the return from ceptiv-
1%y had not been effected on schedule because the Prince of
the Kingdom of Persia had withstood him. The latter had
Pleaded that God keep the Jews in his patron country. This
be hed done, it 1s said, possibly because he was looking out
for the spiritual well-being of tho poeple in his care. The
Jews had God's written Word, and if kept in his lend, his
People would have continued opportunity to read the Vord,
to have their religlon purified, and thus be saved. We are
told, moreover, that he may have felt the Jews needed fur-
ther purification; however; Hichael; the Prince of the Jews,
had finelly come to the aid of Raphael., Thus, God was per-
Sueded to bring mbout the deliverence forthwith. We are ad-
vised thet these angels were really not at enmity with each
Other. Each was merely concerned about the well-being of
his protectorate. Though the Prince of Grecia seemingly was
ot too much taken up over the matte?, his will was also
that the Jews remain, These Princes, then, in Roman Catho-
lic thought, are the Patron Angels of these various lands
mentioned. On the basis of the construction, it is inferred

that every country, city, end town has its guerdian angel,

54Husle:ln, op. cit., p. 119,
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Inasmuch ag llchael i1s here represented as the Prince of thse
Jewish nation, it is raised to a high degree of probability
that whenever the 01d Testament spesks of an angel coming to
the rescuec or the Jlebrews in critlical times that thls angel
W8s Eichael. Thua, liichsel is likely the angel whom God
Promised Jacob's Seed as warrior in the conquest of Canaan
(Ex. 25:20); the angel who appeared in Jericho's plaina to
Joshue as Captain of the Lord's host (Josh, 5:15); the angel
Who showed himself to Zechariesh underneath the nyrtle trees
In the bottom as Isroel's intercessor (Zech. 1:8.12).65 The
B8N whom Paul saw in a vision at Troas turns out to be the
Patron Saint of Nacedonia, Finally, since lilchael was sup-
Posedly the gusrdian of the Hebrew nation, the Church of the
0ld Testnment, he 1s today the protector of the Roman Catho-
lic Church, the ecclesia of the New Testament. From this
Proposition the guerdian angels of the Church's dioceses and
orders eranate,66

How does Rome apply its doctrine of the guardian anw
gels? It declares: 1. We should be filled with gratitude

énd love snd thank the Almighty for giving each of us "a

spirituel associste in the fullest sense of4 the 'ord,"s"
cast aside all cares and worries completely,sa be Jjoyful in

55Husslein; op. cit., pp. 62-5.
S6MoAstocker, op. cit., pP. 76-T.
67Ib1d., pp. 44-5, 87,

53;!,5:_1_.; Pe 75.
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9pIrit,69 and cultivate the widest kind of catholiclty in
Shought and action.70 2. We should be f£illed with admira-
tion for these ministering spirits; this in view of thelr
mnate groatness and goodness,7l and foster "a deep or fer-
vent respect and devotion" for our guardian angel.72 Ve
hser that S5t, Paul of the Cross would bow to his friends at
reoreation merely out of rospeet for theilr guardian angels.
8¢ The guardien engels "evoke our everlasting love, being so
exalted, so near the throne of God, they are pure, so hum-
ble, so emger to consort with the lowest of the low,"73 fol-
low them in their unselfishness of service,74 be inspired of
them to a more ardent, consistent union with the source of
811 goodness,7?5 and be devoted to God since sin is also an
affront to them.76 It 1s sald that Peter Faber's fruitful
life was but the outgrowth of devotion unto the guardien ane
gels. 4. We should invoke them; depend upon the help of
these celestial beings for greater spirituality,7?7? wrestle

eglbiq.; Pe 79,
701bid., p. B1.
7129;@.; PPe. 45-8.
'72_Ib_1§.; P. 89,
73Ib1d., p. 49.
vﬁlhéée; PP. 78-9.
"5Ib1d., p. 150.
78Ibia., p. 182,
77;9;2., p. 183,

e e et
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With them in prayer as Jacob to avold disaster,”8 sesk aid
for mental psace and quiect and effectiveness of endeavor,79
beg guidance of them for certainty of action,B80 send our own
guardian angel nlong with dear ones at critical moments,8l
enter into league with the patron of another when seeking to
do him good, 82 1aan upon the tutelsry spirit of another when
8fforts to do him good hove failed,B83 and rest upon the an-
Eolie guardisnship of the individuel, the town,B84 the nation
for success in Cospel endeavor,88 "The Cathollc Church
teaches thas every men has a Guardian Angel, whom he should
Venerate and invoke. This teaching 1s founded on Sacred
Seripture (Gal. 1:8; I Tim, 3:16; I Pet. 1312)."86 Joseph
Ventura says:

As often as the gloom of temptation threateneth thee,

or the sharpness of tribulation hengeth over thee, call

upon him thet keepeth thee, thy Shepherd, thy Refuge in

tines of troublg call upon him, and say, 'Lord, save
us, we perish,! ( :

mﬂ:ﬂ.; Pe 86,

78Ib1d., pp. 712,

80Tbid., p. 77. _

8lmugslein, op. oit., p. 18.
®21bid,, p. 23. Ry \
%Mdaygekar, op. cit., p. 83.
841b1d., pp. 76-7.

85pusglein, op. ._g_;_g.; PP. 58, 6970,
BsromQ-P;eusg; op. eit., p. 330,

a”\fentura, op. eit., p. 32,
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On the one hond, the papacy teaches that we should ree
pect, love, end invoke the holy angels. On the other hand,
1t teaches that the angels respect; love, and invoke the
Virgin Mery. A title accorded Mary in Roman theology is
"Queen of the Angels and of the Saints."88 Her sway, like
thet of her divine Son, 1s acknowledged to be & universal
one, embracing the domain of the spirit and of the material
world.8% whence such glory? The explanation offered: The
infinite character of her reign stems from her immeculate
Conception and her stainless 11fe.90 Tradition relates that
upon her decease the archangel kiichael stood guard over her
body, that the Spirit of God summoned all of the Apostles
from all parts of the world to the side of her mortal re-
mains, end that three days after her visible eart?ﬂy depar-
ture they found her tomb filled only with flowers,®l for she
had been escorted by her angelic subjects to the realm above
that she might teke her rightful place beside her Son in
that Kingdom which shall flourish i‘orever.gz_ They say that
8ince Mary 1s now with her Son in His throne, the angels ac-
cord her honor and acknowledge her as their everlasting

88Husslein, op. cit., pe 91.
S9ucAstocker, op. olte, pe 186,
QOM.; Pe. 193,

91mzasle1n; loc. cit.
92McAstocker, op. clt., p. 200,
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ueen.93 Kary 1s belleved to be the bridge between heaven -
and eerth, end it is presumed likely thet in her visits of
earth she 1s ever attended by a number of her dutliful sub-
Jeots.94 The graduel elevation of Mary as queen of the an-
gels has had 1ts effect upon the works.of art. Raphael had
Plotured her as kneeling before Gabriel in the Annunciation,
but in the thirteenth century artists began picturing Ga-
briel and other angels as kneeling before Mary in acknow-
ledgorent of her superior holiness.?5 Today the papacy en-
visicns the Virgin enthroned, while angels, admiring her who
never geve them ceuse for sheme, and rejoicing that their
Queen 1s home et last,96 bask in the radiant beams of her 2
biding and incomparable glory,97 with Gabriel, as Dante por=
trays him, constontly repeating in Paradise: "Haill Mary, -
full of grace,"98

Roman Catholicism believes that the holy angels are di-
vided into nine choirs end three hierarchies. Husslefl.n eX=
Poses the fountain source of this belief when he says, "That

there are nine orders of angels and three hierarchies 1s

93114,
S4dyary Paula, op. cit., ps 18.

95Clara Erskine Clement, Angels in Art (Boston: L. C,
Page and Company, Inc., 1898, s Ps 93,

96M0Astocker, loc, cit,
97hary Paula, op. eit., p. 8
9CMoAstocker, op. clte, Ps 187,
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derived from a book alreedy in circulation at the time of
Pope Gregory the Great who ruled the Church from 590 to
604."%9 The book referred to is the one supposed originally
to have been written by Dionysius the Areopagite, the Athen-
lon convert or Paul, to whom the Apostle revealed all that
he had seen when transported into the seventh heaven.100
Later the discovery was made that the book hed been written
by a Greek Church Father of the fifth century.lol To cone
serve the weight of authority, Rome today places the empha-
sls on the antiquity of the record.l02 Pontiff Gregory,
gulded by Pseudo-Dionysius, asserted its divisions of the
angels into nine choirs to be founded upon Scz'ipture.lo3
Sister Kery Pauls, however, denominates theology as the
source of this construction.194 Pohle-Preuss goes along
with Gregory, but Husslein meintains that the inspired writ-
ings are indistinct on the precise number of angelic or-
ders,105 Concerning the three hierarchies, the admission

is: ", ., . no reference whatsoever in the Sacred Books,"106

99Husslein, op. oit., p. 106.
100c1ement, op. cit., p. 16.
10lpusslein, loc. cit.

102&@_.

10815, - ‘
104pary Peula, op. gég;; P. 14.
105Husslein, op. cit., Pe 105.
1061bid,, p. 109.
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The ranks or enzols as enumerated by the Greek Father aro as
follows: the Seraphin, Cherubin, Thrones, Dominations, Vir.
tues, rowers, Prineipalities, Archangels, and Angels. Rea
taining the order, and dividing by groups of three, we have
his three hierarchies.l07 Gregory adopted the conceptlon,
Save that he Interchanged the positions of the Virtues and
Frineipelities.108 The book assigned to the first hierarchy
the mission o? enlighternment; the second, government; the
third, executlon.l0® Pohle-Prouss reduces the testimony on
the higher nobility illuminating the lower through the im-
partation of knowledge to "a more or less well-founded opine
ion,"110 Pgseudo-Dlionysius excluded the supreme hierarchy
from the external ministry. Aoquinas, however, declared all
angels employed in the service of mankind, only that the
higher ranks are selected for the higher ministries,111l

Romanism under the Dionysien orientation devolves upon
the several choirs their specific nature and function.
Thomas Acquinas stated that we really know nothing on how
the engelic orders differ in character and function, and
meny theologiens ere in agreement with him, yet the Greek
Father's scheme finds adoption on the whole, The Seraphim,

1071p44,, p. 106.

108144,
1°9Poh1e-rreuss, op. cit., P. 324,
1107y,34,

111Mary Paula, op. clt., Pes 564

iR e SR
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thus, have as their chief cheracteristic "a burning love for
God and for the ever glorious Queen of heaven and earth."ll2
The Cherubim heve as their dlstinctive quality "a deep in-
8ight into the sccrets of the throne,” and "make known to
the lower choirs the nction of the divine intellect."11l3
The Thrones rest in God end God upon them, possess & more
Paaslve knowledge and love of God than the Seraphim and
Cherubim, have an Intimate acquaintance and appreciation of
correct procedura in the court of henvan,114 and have as
their chief characteristic, submissivenoss, "which makes
them L1t to receive God in His najesty, end, in some way,
bear Him to other creatures especielly when He passes judge-
ment upon them."115 79he Dominetions rule "with profound hu-
mility, yet indominable strength,"116 "appoint and order
what 1s to be done," and control "that kingdom we banished
chlldren of Adem and Eve so ardently desire to see,"117
Their chief attribute is "zeol for the honor and glory of
the King of Kings + . . ."118 The Virtues [Modern English--

Energies] represent the strength of God "in working of signs

11251cﬁstocker, Ope _c_it_._, PP. 166a7,
113Lary Paula, op. cit., ps 23.
1143cagt0cker, op. cit., p. 167.
115kary Paule s loc. cit.
116xchstocker, loc. oit.

111;9;2.

llqlhig.
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