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Paula se:yn : 

Today. the cencral opinion is that all angola f'ol"ID but 
one species, with no two exactly alike. just as it ia 
on earth--unity or species amid great variety of'· 1nd1-
Viduals. Both men and angels ditter in capacity. 
grace. and virtue.27 

Roman Catholicism teaches that every person has a 

guardian angel. It is said, "The angels exercise a kind or. 
general guardianship over the human rsce.n28 Vonier states• 

"Great as is the Chriatinn fn1th in tho privileged state or 
those that are baptized 1n Christ. it never made the suord-

1ansh1p or the angel an exclusive privilege of the regener­

ate."29 To put it bluntly• "Every human being on t he f'ace 

or the earth is believed to have the protection of a guard. 

ian angel, either individually or collectively with other 

people,"30 and, "the burden_ of opinion 1s 1n favor of indi­

vidual angelic .-,uordianship."31 Passages of Scripture ci.ted 

1n support of this tenet are all such as are said to apply 

apec1tically but not oxclua1va1y to the angel1o guardianship 

Which the children of God enjoy.32 Huasle1n says1 

27Mary Paule• ?P• .2.ll.•• ~• 14. 

28Pohle-Preusa. g,e,._.!=!i•~ p. 330. 

29nom Ansonr Von1er. The A3e1a (Hew York: 
millan Company• 1928) • Vol-:--D', • 

30ib1d -· 31Ib1d -· . 
39J!u.ssl•atn • .!!E.• J!.ll•, P• 15. 

'l'he llaa-
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St. Paul e:cpressly states that the specific mission of 
the angels is to minister to men wh~ have not 7et at­
tained t he Heavenly K1nedom: "Are they not all m1nia-

;~!i~6r!~~f;!sth!0~!h;~~:!n~: :;n;:~;!tf~!,!~§m •ho 
Papacy declares thut t he office or the guardian angel is to 

serve the individua l a s guide and companion.34 to protect 

h1s client rrom any serious barm 9 36 to intercede tor the 

human being before God,36 to supply by perpetual homage to 

God I s glory f'ozt the person• s neglect and make reparation for 

1rl'everence 9 37 o.nd to use eveI"y legitimat~ means to bring 

his char ee safely to the heavenly fstherland.38 Acquinas 

believed that the guardianship of the individual began at 

birth and ended with death. Husslein affirms that it starts 

With tho first instnnce or human life and continues after 

deoth, that at death the angel guardian .ferries the soul 1n 

his care to heavan, but since it must be confined tor a time 

to the re~1ning fires or purgatory. the angel takes it 

there, and provided that he leaves lt at all9 then he visits 

and consoles it of'ten, end when the purging is done, the 

guardian angel bears the soul to God 1n f'lnal triumph.~9 

33ausalein, 2l?• ill•, p. 3. . . 
34McAstook~r, ~P• ci~•• P• ~1. 

35ausslein9 ~• .s!l•• ~• 21. 

36Mary Paula. ll• ill,., p. 13. 

37Joaeph Ventura, "Our Guardian Angela;" American Ea­
cleaiastical Review, Vol. 94 (January--June, 19!6), P• D • . 

38McAatocker, li• c~t., P• 86. 

39Husslein•..2.P• !:!!•• PP• 24-7. 
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Wh1lo not ~n crticle of fn i t, t . o doctrine or the universo1 

guordi,nsl ip or t e hu.~an r ace is t cntamount to one. It is 

taught b· t 1e n1 in i ate~um ol'd inariur., wh:!.ch Poble-Preuss re­

minds, "voice s t he r.innlfest tea chine or Scripturo and 

'l'radition. n40 

Roman C t hol5.cism teeches thst evel"J' Christian f'rom the 

moment or his Baptism hes a perticulnr ~ard1an ange1.41 We 

should no t undersi:end this thesis to mean tho.t prior to Bap­

tism the 1nri1v1dual is believed not to have a pcrticular 

BU&rdien an el, because "the burden or opinion is in favor 

ot individual e:igelic gunrd1nnsh1p"42 also before the \'/ash­

ing of the \"!ater by the Word. Here tho emphasis is merely 

tlat the Ch~1s tinn mey be ve~y certain of' this blessing, be­

cause from tl e time of Beptism the nngel guordinn is espe­

cially Eol!citous in errordint care end protection. ~c­

/istockcr says, "The an3els are on intimate terms with those 

•ho expend t1eu.selves ror the neighbor.n43 Again, he says, 

"These heavenly spirits are mostly interested in the humble 

and contrite heert."44 To undergird this principle, all the 

paaaages adduced in support of the initial proposition are 

. 
42vonier, .2R.. ill•, p,. 48. . . 
43 ... 

•cA•~~oker, !?R.• J!!!•, P• 184. 
44Ibid., P• 51. 
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employed with t he dif ference in rendition ba1ng that now 

they are said to apply with spacial force.45 Slnoe the7 are 

uniquely attra cted to the Christian, the patron angel, also 

called saint, rejoices when his client does penance, 46 ar. 

fords increasing aid as the same lives an undefiled 11fe,47 

directs his life lovingly as guide and ahepherd,48 ever 

fol"rns a stronger protective netting against moral and physi­

cal death , 49 lends his char ge a heightening teelinc or sore­

ty,SO inculcates 1rJto him a universal love ror .f'ellowman.51 

delivers him from meloncholy,52 lends him a helping hand 1n 

busi nes s conducive to salvation, com.torts him when bereaved 

with heavenly consolation,53 and may be employed b7 him 1n 

the interest or advoncing the well-being, physical and spir­

itual, or needy .f'ellowman.54 

45Hussle1n, 2E.• ill•, P• 15. 

46~ •• p. 24. 

4'1Ibid., p., 129. 

48Pohle-Pi-euss, .22• .ill•, P• 33. 
49uuaalein, !U!.• ill•, P• 178. 
50.McAstocker, .22• ill•, P• 119. 

51Ibid., p. 81. 
52Ibid., p. '19. 

53Bus s le in, .el!. ill• , pp • 27-8 • 

54Ibid•• PP• 17, 24. 



11 

Roman Catholicism teaches that "not only Christiana, 

but heothens and sinners elso heve each a guardian ange1.n55 
I 

Vie read. ". • • they [the guardian engel:il minister to th~ 

Vilest of earth's intelligent creatures as tenderly and as 

carefully as they do to the noblest."56 Huasleln• while ha 

does tone the matter down a little. nevertheless subscribes 

to the doctrine in general. He says: 

The devil it is true ever goes about tr1ing to kill 
souls. but the guardian angel never loaves his charge. 
It is also true that passages 1n the Fat.hors seem to 
affirm tho.t when a person commits sin the angel guard­
ian turns away. but these are not to be takon too lit. 
erally. The angel ,;;uordien never totally leaves hls 
chor ge. The relation, on the other ha~d, between the 
faithful and its guardian angel, bow intimate and de­
lighttulJ57 

Statements similar to the one just quoted are to be found on 

pages fif teen and sixteen or Husslein 1s !I!! Spirit World 

about.!!!• Suarez describes this proposition as embodying 

"the common consent of the theologians and Fathers.n5B A 

S~ripture passage used to vorti'y this principle is Psalm 34: 

7, "The angel 0£ the Lord sbal1 camp round about them that 

tear Bim, and shall deliver them. 1159 Husslein looks to thia 

passage for support of the principle that each person--

55Pohle-Preu~a, .2.e• c1~•• P• 335. 
561:tary Paula, .2;2. .ill• , . p. _ 27. . . 
57Hu.ssle1n, .2E.• ill•, P• 19 • 

68Pohle-Preuss, .2.P.• . cit .• , P• 335. . . .. 
69Huasl•1n, .2.P.• .ill•, P• 18. 
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non.Christion, ::ohemmedan, agnostic, atheist, or anyone de■-

1 noted by relig ious leDning or l ack or it--1s W'Jder the 

guardian Pl'4tection or en 1nd1vidunl enGel. The statement 

or Socrates in which he asserted that he enjoyed the auid­

ance of a tutelary spirit is regarded as expostulating a 

profound truth.so 

Romnn Cctholicism teaches thot "every state and accles-

1ast1cal province hos its own tutelary ap1r1t."6l Poble­

Pl'eusa evaluates t his belief as a probable opinion, which, 

he says, .finds some slight support 1n the i"amous vision of 

Daniel.62 The principle incorporates the supposition that 

every country, city, town, the Roman Catholic Church, its 

d1oceues and orders have each a guardian angel. Many pas­

sages or Scripture are sUJ11.moned to champion this thesis, but 

aa stated above, these all receive their color from the Dan­

iel reterez1ce. The Denial chapters ( 10-12) present ld1cbael 

as Prince ot the Jewish people (Dan. 12:1). In his vision, 

the Prophet elso sees a man, whom Papacy regards as having 
. . 

been Raphael.63 Raphael, then, speaks to Daniel of two other 

princes, the Prince of the Kingdom or Persia (Dan. 10:13), 

and the Prince or Grecla (Dan. 10120). Tho Prince 0£ Graoia 

60Pohle-Preuss, .2.2• ill•, •P• 33'7. 
61Ibid -· 62Ib1d -· 63Ibid -· 
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la 1dentii'ied o.a Gabriel. 64 while the Prince of' the Kingdom 

or Persia is le.rt unidentif'ied. What was the situation aa 

conceived by Husslein? Donie'l had prayed to God tor the re­

tUl'n or the Jews !'rom captivity, which return was now over­

due. Raphael also tells Doniel thot the return from captiv­

ity had not been effected on schedule because the Prince or 

the Kingdom oi' Persia had withstood h1m. The latter bad 

Pleaded that God keep the Jews in his patron country. This 

he bed done. it is said, possibly because he was looking out 

for the spiritual well-being ot the poeple 1n his care., The 

Jaws h~d C-od 1s written Word, and it kept in his land• his 

people would have continued opportunity to read the Word, 

to have their religion purified, and thus be saved. We are 

told, moreover. tho.t he may have f'elt the Jews needed .t'ur. 

ther PUl'ii'ication: however. Michael, the Prince of' the Jews, 

had finally- come to the a id of' Raphael. Thus, God was per­

suaded to bring about the deliveranQe forthwith. We are ad­

vised thet these angels were really no~ at emnity with each 

other. Each was merely concerned about the wall-being of' 

his Pl'Otectorate. Though the Prince of Grec1a seemingly was 

not too much taken up over the matter, his will was also . . 
that the Jews remain. These Princes, then, 1n Roman Catho-

lic thought, are the Patron Angels of these various lands 

mentioned. On the basis of' the oonatl'Uct1on. it is 1nf'arred 

that every country, city, and town haa its guardian angel. 

6 4Ru.asle1n, .22• ill•, P• 119. 
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Inasmuch as F'.'lichael is here !"epresentod as the Prince of the 

Jewish notion, it 1s raised to a high docree ot probab111t7 

thot whenever the Old Testame.nt speaks of an angel coming to 
the reocue or t he Hebrews in critical times that this engel 

was l,!icbe.el. Thus, r.U chael is likely the angel whom God 

Pl'Omised J a cob I s Soed as warrior 1n the conquest or Canaan 

(Ex. 23:20); the angel who appeared 1n Jericho's plains to 

Joshua as Captain or the Lord!s host (Josh. 5:15); the angel 

•h> s~~wed himself to Zechariah underneath the myrtle trees 

1n the bottom as Israel's 1nteroesaor (Zech. 118.12).65 The 

man whom Paul saw 1n a vision at Troaa tUI'ns out to be the 

Petron Se int of r. acedonia • li'lnally, since Michael was sup. 

P0Bedly tho guardinn of the Hebrew nation, the Church of the 

Old Testament, he 1s today the protector ot the Roman Catho­

lic Ch'Ul'ch, the eccles1a ot the New Testament. Prom this 

Pl'OPosition the guardian angels or the Church'• dioceses and 

orders emanate.66 

How does Rome apply its doctrine of the guardian an­

gels? It declares: 1. We should be tilled with gratitude 

and love and tha~k the Almighty tor giving each ot ua "a 

spiritual esaoc1ete 1n the fullest sense ot the word, n6., 

cast aside all cares and worries completely,68 be joyful 1D 

661ioAstocker, .22• ill~, PP• '16 • .,. 

67Ibid•• P~• ,,.s, 87• 

68Ibid., P• 75. 
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8P1l'1t,69 and cultivate the widest kind of catholicity in 

thought and action.70 2. We should be filled with admira­

tion for thase ~1n1aterin8 spirits; this 1n view ot their 

innate greatness and goodness,71 and toater "a deep or fer­

vent reapeot and devotion" fol' oul' euard1on angel. 72 \"le 

hear that St. Paul 0£ the Cross would bow to his tr1ends at 
1180l'eat :ton nre1~e1y out or :rospeot tor their guardian angels. 

3, The gua:ttdian s,ne;els "evoke our overlasting loYo, being so 

exalted, so near the ·throne of God, they are pure, so hum­

ble, so en3er to consol't with the lowest of the low~"73 fol­

low them in their unsel~ishness ot service,74 be inspired of 

them to e more &I"dent, consistent union with the. sour.ca of 

all goodneoa,75 and be devoted to God since sin is also an 

attront to them .• 76 It is said that Peter Paber 1a truittul 

lite was but the outgrowth ot devotion unto the guardian &l'J• 

gels,. 4. lile should invoke them, depend upon the help or 
these celestial beings tor greeter sp!ritualit~,17 Wl'estle 

69Ibtd -·· p. 79. 
10Ibid -·· p. Bl. 
71roid -·· P~• 45-8. 
72Ibid _., p. 89. . 
73Ibtd., P• 49. 

74Ib1d -·· pp. 78-9. 
. 

75Ibtd -!• P• 150. 

76Ib1d -~· P• 1ss. 
77Ib1d -·· p,. 1a:s. 
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uitb them 1n prayer as Jacob to avoid dlsaatar,78 seek aid 

tor mental peace arid quiot a.nd ortactivaness ot endeavor, '19 

beg guidance 01' them fo'I' ceI'tainty or aotlon, SO sand our own 

guardian angel nlong with dear ones at critical momenta, 81 

enter into league with the patron or onother ~hen seeking to 

do h1m good, 82 lean upon the tutelary spirit of another when 

ettox-ts to do him 60od hove railed, 83 and rest upon the an­

gelic guaJ:1dia11ship 01' the individual, the town, 84 the nation 

tor success in Gospel endeavoi-.85 11The Catbol1c Church 

teaches that evory- man hos o. Guardian Angel, wmm he should 

venerata and invoke. This teaching is founded on Sacred 

Scripture (Gal. 1:8; I T1m. 3:16; I Pet. 1112).0 86 Joseph 

Vent'Ul9a soys : 

As often as the gloom or temptation tbl-eeteneth thee, 
or the sharpne3s or tribulation henseth over thee, ca11 
upon him that Jteepath thee, thy" Shephard• thy Re.tuge 1n 
times or trouble,, call upon him, and aa7, •Lord• save 

. us., we per 1sh. '6 . 

78Ib1d -·· .. 
79Ib1d.• P~• 71-2. 

OOib1d., P• 77. 
81Huaale1n, .on • .ill.•, P• 18. 
82Ib1d,.., P• 83. . . 
88

1tcAa~~ckar, U• . .!ll•• P• 83 •. 

8'Ib1da, PP•· 76•7• 
. . 

85Huaale1n,. .22• .J!.ll.., PP• 58, 89.'I0e . . 
86Pohla."'Preua~, 22• .!ll•, P• aeo. 
87 . . 

Ventqr,a, e.2• .!!1•, P• aa. 
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On the one bond, the papaoy teaches that•• ahould re­

spect, love, and invoke the holy angels. On the other hand• 

it teaches that the angels respect, love, and invoke the 

Vil'gin Mary. A title accorded Mary 1n Roman theology 1■ 

"Queen or the Angels and of the Sainta."88 Har away, 11ke 

that or her divine Son, is acknowledged to be a un1~eraa1 

one, embracing the domain ot the spirit and of the material 

WOPld.89 Whence such glory? The explanation of.tereda The 

1nt1n1te character or her reign stems f'l'om her 1mmaau1ate 

conception nnd her stainless 111'e.90 Tradition relates that 

upon her de cease the archangel M1ohael stood guard ove11 her 

body, that the Spirit of God summoned all of the Apostles 

tl'om all perts ot the world to the side of her mortal re­

mains, and that three days after her visible eart~y depar. 

ture they found her tomb tilled only with .tlowera,91 for she 

had been escorted by her angelic subjects to the realm above 

that she ini ght teke her r1ght1'ul place beside her Son 1n 

that Kingdom which shall .tlouriah forever.98 They aay that 

since Mar7 1s now with. her Son in Bia tbl'one, the angels ac­

cord her honor and aoknowlodge her as theil' everlasting 

88Husale1n, 21?.• cit., P• 91. 
89McAatocker, .2.2• J!.ll•, P• 186. . . 
SOib1d.,, P• 193111 

91Buaale1n, l:2.£• .2J!• 

92ifcAstocker, .2E.• .!ll•, P ■ 200. 
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queen.93 lt!ary is believed to be the bridse between heaven · 

&lld elll'th, and it is presumed likely that 1n her vlalta of . 

earth she is ever attended by a number other dutl.f'Ul aub­

jeats.94 The gradual elovat1on ot Mary as queen ot the an­

gels has had its effect upon the works .or art. Raphael had 

piot'Ul'ed her as kneeling before Gabriel in the Annunciation• 

but 1n the thirteenth century artists began platur1Dg Ga­

briel nnd other angels as kneeling before Mary 1n acknow­

ledgement of her superior hollness .95 Today the papacy en­

visions the Virg in enthroned, while angels, admiring hel' •hr> 

!lever gave t hem cause for shame, ond rejoicing that their 

queen is home a t last,96 besk 1n the radiant beams of her a­

biding and incomparable glory,97 with Gabriel, as Dante por­

trays · him, constantly repeating 1n Paradise: "Haili lf&&rJ'• ·· 

full o:t grace. 1198 

Roman Catholicism believes that the holy angels are di­

vided into nine choirs and three hierarchies. Ruasleln ex­

poses the fountain source of this belief when ha says. "That 

there are nine orders ot angels and three hlerarohles la 

Page 

93Ib1d -· 
9'.Mary Paula, .2.E.• ill•, p., 18. 
95c1ara Erskine Clement, · Angela 1n Art (Bo■ton1 
and Company, Inc••• l898J, P• OS.- -
96MaA stocker, l2.g_. JLll.• 
97J!a11y Paula• .22• J!ll•• P• Se . . 
9
8xaAatockar. il• .!!!!•• P• 187. 

L. c. 
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derived from a book alreed7 1n circulation at the time ot 

Pope Gregory the Great who ru1ed the Church t"rom 590 to 

604."99 The book referred to is the one supposed originally 

to have been written by Dion7sius the Areopagite, the Athen­

ian convert or Paul, to whom the Apostle revealed all that 

he had seen when transported into the seventh heaven.lOO 

Later the discovery was made that the book had been written 

by a Greek Church F'athor ot the fifth centur7.lOl To con­

serve the weight of authority, Rome today places the empha­

sis on tho antiquity or the record.102 Pontiff Gregory, 

cuided by Poeudo-Dion7sius, asserted its divisions or the 

angels into nine choirs to be founded upon Scripture.103 

Sister Mary Paula, however, denominates theology as the 

source or this construction.104 Pohle-Preuss goes along 

with Gregory, but Husslein maintains that the inspired writ­

ings are indistinct on the precise number ot angelic or­

ders.105 Concerning the thl'ee hierarchies, the admission 

1a: "• •• no reference whatsoever 1n the Sacred Books.nl06 

99Husslein, .2R• .5!11•, P• 106. 

lOOclement, !!E.• ill.•, p. 16. 

lOlJJusslein, .12.!!.• ill• . 
l02Ibid. -
l03Ib1d. 

104uary Paula, 21!.• ill~, P• 14. 

105Huss~ein, ll• ill•, .P• ·10s. 

106Ibid., P• 109. 
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The r anks or n ,·els as onmoerated by the Greek Father are aa 

follor,s: t he Ser aphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dor.,ina t1ona, Vir­

tues, Powers, Principnl1ties, Archangels, and Angels. Re­

taining t he orde~, end dividing by croups of tbl'ee, we have 

his three hi er archies.107 Gregory adopted the conception, 

save thet he interchanged the positions of the Virtues and 

Pz-1nc1pa11t1e s.108 The book assigned to the first h1erarcJv' 

the mission of enlightenment; tho second, government; the 

th1l"d, execution.1O9 Pohle-Prouas reduces the testimony on 

the higher nobility illumineting the lower tbrouch the im­

partation or knowledge to "a more or less well-founded opin­

ion."110 Pseudo-Dionyaius excluded the supreme hierarchy 

from the external ministry. Acqu1naa, however, declared ail . 
angels employed in the service or mankind, only that the 

higher ranks are selected tor the higher ministrias.111 

Romanism under the Dionysian orientation devolves upon 

the several choirs their specific nature and f'Unctlon. 

Thomas Acqu1nas stated that we really know nothing on how 

the angelic orders differ in character and tunction, and 

many theolog inns are 1n agreement with him• yet the Greek 

Father's scheme finds adoption on the whole. The Seraphim• 

l07Ib1d., P• 106. 

l08Ib1d -· 
l09Pohle-Preuss, .2.2• ill•, P• 324. 

110Ib1d -· 
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thus, have as their chief chsrncte~1et1c "a bw-ning love tor 

Ood and for the ever glorious Queen or heaven ond earth."112 

The Cherubim have as t helr distinctive quality "a deep tn­

e ight into the secrets or the throne," and "make known to 

the lower choil"s the notion of the divine intellect .• "113 

The Thrones x-es't in God and God upon them, possess a more 

passive knowl edge and love of God than the Seraphim and 

Cbe:rubiJ11 , have an 1nt1n1ate acquaintance and appreciation of 

co:r~ect procedure in the coUl't or henven,114 and have as 

their chie.1' ch,, 1•0.cterlstic, subn11ss1veness, "which makes . . 
t hem tit to r e ceive God in His mojast1, and, 1n some way. 

beer II.im to other creatures especially when He passe s judge­

ment upon then1. 11 115 The Dominations rule "•1th profound hu­

mility, yet indominable strongth,"116 "appoint and order 

what is to be done," and control "that kingdom we banished 

children 0£ Adom and Eve so ardently desire to see."117 

Their chief a ttribute is "zeol ror the honor and glory ot 

the KiDg o r King s •••• 11118 The Virtues [Modern English-­

Energies] represent the strength ot God "in working of signs 

ll211cAstocker, 2.2• ill•, PP• 166-7. 

ll31.1ary Paula, .2.2• ill•, P• 23. 

1141.1 oA a to cker, 

ll5liary Paulo• 

116McA sto ckei-• 

ll7Ib1d. -

.22• ill•, p. 167. 

loo. cit. --
loo. cit. --


