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to win t.Jie people back to the Cbm'ol1, fror'J. which thoy had becom~ 

separoted. ~fe did not thit?k of' it in political terms bat 1n terms 

or the gospel, bot.h inc31v.!.dually an,] socially eppllec.1. We certainly 

did not consider the WOl"d 'Germcm' :f.n thfl t:ttle as mean1.ng a naiiional­

ization of' C!l!.":tstinnity, but 2imvly as meanS.ng that we 1-ranted to 
4 brir.g bac!'" Gemnns to the c..'11u-ch. 11• 

'.l'he Ge~n ObristiaM were hard to protmy. 1.'he;y did not hold 

sti'!.1 long enough for careful study. · The eroup w .s m-ga~ized after 

he manner and pnt.tE\rn of th~ national Sooiolipt party. I1ational 

Socialism \.'r!S ebm:rp1.cnsd, de.fonded, and expotl!lded nt Gorman Clu•ist­

:!.an aeser.1blies. 

It will be bal~:tlil to consider some or tl?e monifostoes del.1versd 

by t he German oti..ristiQns. It 1!9hOW the oontasion and the contradio­

ti ons ~:.h.":'lt eJd.sted. Under the heading of "The New Principles of the 

'Com.an Christiam,1, 'l'b.9 Goel of the now .. \\Ont•, the fol1ov!ng ws 

•In tho national a,ml:en:tng 1n our fntherl.and the gowrn­
raent; has 1n a unique manner f'ound the 187 to the Ge.man peo­
ple:, and the Germ11n people hove in turn f.'ot1nd the l ftlY to the 
government. Ono mAY believe that the German psoplo, :ln their 
oo:ncem frr the deepest sources or thoir lite and strength, 
Wish also to .find oaain tho way to the Church. The Geman 
Churches must tlieref'ore bend their eveey eff'ort that this 
may come to pass.. For a Ge1'man Church 'Yhich s1mpl;r stands 
alopgside(sic) ~e German people 1s nothing but an empt}" 
institution. She is truly a Christian Church among the Ger­
man people only if' she 1s a Church :tor the C-oftl&D folk, and 
if she, 1n aelf'-:torgetting service he1pa the Gem:m.n peoplo 

~~land, Charles s. Di!. Ill mDm1b. Alli DI la Gsrenr 
(Nev YOJ."k1 The MacMillan ~, 1934).--p. lOli. 
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to rec~e and !\df:lll 1ts calling ti'"CD Got1. 
ffiat is, olao, according to ropooted doolnrations of 

tha National <Jlancellor, tho ultimte go&l of the present 
load:e1.~hi p in the government .. !' .. The new fmJ'OJD!l8Jl~ mnu 
the Church(sic), and that no·I; 1n ordw to hava :ln it a 
traotablo inst1'Ul'.ient, bu-'i. bec&use t he, governrnont 1•ealises 
ui".ere tho f'oundntiona o£ e. people lie. Alon.a ll1tl'l the 
tasks of aowrrment, t ba tasks ot tho Cbm-cb 01"8 theref'are 
nm7 enormous:cy increased. In 'tho f'om. which the Geftum 
Churches have t oday, t hey ere not in a position to 1'ulf1ll 
this camnis sion. To give t.he German Churches a tom which 
u:Ul make them able to render to the German people that soz-. 
vJ:ce to l1h:1.ch they are commissioned l:v thB C'..ospel or Jesus 
Cl1rist is tho goal of the movement or faith of: tho •Garman 
Ohristiam:1 11 • 

In order to reach this goal ue demands l. A J!!!! chm-ch 
constit\ttion(si c) ,-mi.ch shall detormine the leade~ of the 
CJ'!Ul'Cil1 s l H 'e not necording to the democratic eyst om of' elec­
tions, but .acoordi11g to the qualifications which t he car.cl!­
dn·, os lw.va dernonatrated in t l1e so1-v:i.c& of t.he con(9."8gaticms. 
2. A unifi ed leadership unde1• a spiJ.•i tual leader 'Hho ·must 
make , ancl oo responsible tor, authoritativo decisiom1. 
3. Union of the evangelical i,roVincial Ohi!rchea in one 
~ rn:in i-!wn~alical Churoh(sich vhero at the sams time 
·i;hero shall be reverent guarding of historically gi'OU!lded 
spec:tnl rigb·,;s. 

irie appeal;· l. Fbr the full. preservation 01• the Rei"Ol'm­
at i on conf'easions. t-Te demand, h0\1ewr., rm expa..."lSicm ot the 
conf"ession 1n the cliroation of a sharp repulsion or all 
modem fale0 t eachings, ot maamonimn, of Bolshevism, and of 
unchristian pacit'ism.... ,3. For tho oblisntions and rights 
or flll bel ievers, secu_~d in humon;v'v.tt.h tho constitution 
or t.i1e Church, in accord id th the purpose of' John Iiom-:, 
Michems, the f'other of the Inner Mission. 4. For fm,. 
r eaching measures which t7ill make 1-t possible £~ follow­
oomr~en 'Who o.1•a willin.~ to wo1•k, vho ore indmrtrioua 
end aspirinfb to earn their livel:lhood honoreb4r and in 
goodly ssason •.;o found a household which in German or..d Ohr:la~ 
ian and in ~.1ich ja}f in tho growth 0£ a mppy- group o£ child­
ran guarant ees happinesA nnd, bl.osaing ••••• 5. ThQ?'Of'ore also 
for the s t,l90n11 d0wlOPl!IDDt of Christian charity vi.thin the 
church •••• .,6. For Obrist.inn aob0ols ond education •••• ? • .And 
for churchly and German moralit:, and ebaot.ity- in city and 
village,, tor tba sanotiftcation ot f;unda;r, and tor t he cult:t­
va-tion 0£ ove:ry good and pious usage 'Which is rooted in om' 
race and national cbaractei•. 

1:1! pledge O'JNel vea• -and w,> damarld this pledge not only 
&om the offlc11w. bodies of tho Church but in addition tbo!-e;,o 
:Criom all e,mngelical men and women - 12 aem.cep a O'l1£ churchos. 

!!! vlsh !a, SGl"'WI: - throua!.t om- Church, 01.tr God snd tbm-.. 
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t01"8, most erteotiwly• our tathorla!l4.5 
(signed) 
MUELLER 
HC.SSBlJF&LDER 

'P'BZBR 
WEICHERT 

Ccmpnre this proal.amtion v1th the :tallovJ.Dg stote:a.ent made bJr 

Bishop Joachh.'l Rosaenf'elder, and one can sec, the ditt92.'Gllaes are moze 

than just degrees of emphasf.s. Hosaenf'aldar addressed the Oar.man 

Chr"lstions as tolla-.-m1 

~re stand on t11e ground or positiva Christitmit7. Ye 
Ooni"ess an aff:lrnmtive faith in Christ, a faith that 
is fit·dng for our race. a faith that corresponds to 
'the German spirit. of Lutllor and to hsroio piet7. 

tJ'G soo in race, natioml:lty, and nation an ardar­
in~ of lif'e wllioh God has given and entrusted to us, 
'b"'hioh t·18 ore to seek to ·preserve because it 1o a lav 
or God. Theref'01•0 m!sing moos 1s to bo opposed. 

tile sea in t11a m!oo1on ot the Jews a great dringor 
for mtionel:lt:, ... I t is the d~ tor the entanoe 
of foreign bloou into GUZ' national bod1'. 

l-.'e m:mt to l1a.ve an evnngolionl atmNb miah has 
its roots in our nat1onalit;v, mid va repudiate the 
spirit or Q Christian vorld-oitizonsb!p ••• 6 

Ano l.hor group that ws developing v:ltb Nami bl.essinp wns tl-lat 

knotffl as The 'Go-Pagon Groups. The nao-paganlsm of ~e Deut.ach­

glaoub!.nen groups :ls a movement thBt baa beon classiftod os baing 

made up of crackpots, initiatod and support.eel b:, confused, half­

educated minds or befuddled intellectuals. 'l'lte ohlef' concern of this 

group vas the oultiwtion ot tho •German VIV''• It was to be ~tin­

gu!.sltad tran the spirit of all non-Ib"dio peoples and espea!.olly f.rcD 

5ir.aatarland, Sia• m,., p. 109.n,o. (Italics 1n ten.) 

6iiz&st., P• 111. 
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the foreign spirit of ChriaticmitJ'. The f'ollow:lng gi-oups &1"0 in­

cluded 1n this classificationJ · The German Faith Mcmmr.ont• peutache 

(jltmbens12mze,rung; '!'he NoJ.'dic Raith Movau.ent, Jtordisohg 0119benabaJ4M:: 

m The GermClnic Pbith Fellowship, Garmapischa Glaubensf?G!!!bmchaft1 

Though only 3.5 per cant or all Germans came under the 81il0). or 

this movement, the :L."llportance of this Nao-pagan pautacb-gl.aeubiglte:Lt 

csnnot. be underestimated because si1ab poople as lli:mlor, .Alfred no-­

oenber g, lhldur von Schirach, Dr. L81', and ni-. ~ vere attached to 

the moV6Jlrmt.7 

'!'.here are sevoral other things that J!IWJt be kept in mind when can­

rd.derl.ng the p:toture of' the chura.li in ~. Scme ot tbia a.ppliea 

ospecially ti, the.!Jltheran Ohurah, same ot it to all Protestant churches. 

In tho ewluation ottered 'h3' one who vaa cm the scone, thee appear to 

be indications and hints that DID1' help one undentand l4\V the aburah 

in Gel"J!IOI\Y reacted 'lihe vay it did to ?fmd presom10. Ii. would appear 

also that aids are ottered in getting a picture ot the almrch 'Which .. 

helps one undentand the t.endonolea to phUosapb!Bo 1n mttez,s or re­

ligion. The ~ascription f'oll0w1 

1.uropean Lutheranism has a h1stor., ot 1D01"8· than f'DU1" 
hundred :,ea.rs. It or:tginated on Gorman sail and spread 
mpidly f'loom the-'"9 ta the Saanclimv.lan countrloa. But 
Lutheranim:i, true to the claim of' !ta :f'oundor, newr re. 
g&J."ded itself a denaninational sect. It. rather oonf'essed to be 
the true successor ot the ahurcb ot the aari,- centuries 

7,.. J:.s.eb, Qhnst md qtighrid ·a prit·i .. ep Baigh, (Par!ar Cari-e­
tour, 1936). H. Samidt; AR9l£eJyppM.schg }lat.;terlgphten, (Verlag der 
Evangelisoh-Lutherischen K1rche in Bsp1-n, Mwmahen, 1947) • 

I 
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before the Bishop of P..ame baaamo the reoognized ~ 
head of t..1le church. 'l'hio is most aigrdficent. rt; a­
ploins in part at l~t ~ Europaan LuthOl"BDP are a­
tranoly b:!.storical.17 mindod . For t.bem tho caning of 
Paul to Europe in the ftrot half' of the i'J.rst centU17 
:ta of. groatest importance. 1'ho19ef'ore their profound 
1ntorest 1n early Cbr1st1an1ty and :tts onvircmmcmt, such 
as languagoo, philoaoph!es, rellg:tom.1, and other taceto ot 
culture. Therefore the:tr interest al.ao 1n the f'urther 
~owth and devalopment of the church •••• 'l'herot~ the in­
terest o£ '!!m"opean Luthermm also in the partistic period. 
in the conversion of the Germauic tribes, in the pre-ref~ 
mat.ion period, and, abow Ql.l, in tho age o! tho P.af'm,::ia.. 
·liicn •••• 'But !"or t hem also tbct pos~rerormation period la 
important1 tbe B88· or orthodOJr;J", p:let!sm, the Auf'IQ.gempg, 
19th-cant.ur., liberalism, the resurgence of B1bl.1C3l t.b► 
ology since Uorl.d Wm.9 I, the ecumonioal m0W1:J0nt, mid 
the pl.nee or Lutha1•aniam in the Christian vorld of thought ••• 

T".aare are other faoto..., inherent in Eurcpesn Lutheran­
i sm ,tai ch ifl.Z:, not ba overlooked. One ~ not 61m.-oeerd tm.• 
,.nstance the t r aining mid eduost ion ot Lutheran p09tors 
i n Elu•opo . In Germniw t here are Kirchlioh1 ijoclUJclP.Qg, 
i"J',,ealogoche Hochachulen1 and ;eredigerttgmiwt wbioh at­
t.o.opt ti> r elate t he theologiocl training ottered QB close­
l y and directly' as poss:1blo to the needs of the Lutheran 
pm.•!sh. But many studento prepari!lg f'or the Lutheran min­
! s t r,y •;.,ill, and, 1n countries like Sweden, mast, get their 
m.1'listtu."1al troin.1.ng in etate-controlled un:tversi ties, 
t-1hioh stress t..'1e aaient :lf:1.c rather thnn the pmatical &s­
peot or theologiool tl"f1ining and which, as histoey ahOWD1 
often tolarate a gNat latitude of theoloatcal 'Vie\rs. 

Thoro are othei• mjor factors wich one must 0£1811 1n 
mind in Bn a1.tempt to undorcta.11d :i!.'uropoan Luthera.u:lm. 
111cm, i3 the inf'lwmce of Kn1•l Barth, who, though he has 
unquostionabl;r mda Biblic:il Theology reQpaotable once mo.."'"G 
and wo may wll beccme lmotm as the most ln-llli tmt and in­
:f.'l.uential theoloeian or the tusntieth oent.ur,y, 1s not a t.1.-ll­
~ Lutheran theolosf.an. There are aloo the inrcxLds on 
theology by philosophic thought, .espeoially Kantimdsm, 
Hegellan!.sm, and, in r ecent ti·•ea, 8%1stent1Zlliam. Terms 
such as 615t.uell, -ignis, "the Church Jm Uerdep1 " the 
church ,a BS:a"'• iF e J;Tord ot God ia !.Ull•,. 1181-0 ampl.019d by 
Oerman tbeologiana •••••• N01' llla;v' one ove.rlook the rising 
strength of the Evangelical Churah of ~ (?md) ~ 
ganized :ln 1948, vh:loh, according to its oonst:ltut:1.on, la 
a f'edarstion, but v'".aich has not been able to silence the 
oharnes or t.haae who maintain 'I.bat EDJ> is .functioning as 
a ohurch. ~o:-o :ts, turtherm01"'e, the grovth of tbe U-.aion 
t,perte R-rsbe', wh:lch am to 18981 out all confessional 
conaciousnesa ••••• 
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'i'hers is a i'iml. oonniclerntion which the .American 1n­
tmpreter of Eurapoan Lutheranism must constan~ bear in 
mi.:ncl. This has to do with the operation of the ohul"oh. 
European churoheo, except Lutharan Free Churches• can hard,,. 
11' conceive of the possibility or a churoh Ofll.T'r..J"..g out its 
functions 1'1ithaut financial assiotanoo from the state ••••.• 
llleroas since tJorld Ue I 1 ~ has gt"QDtec} no proi"eron­
t iQl status to arr:, one f'orm of the Oiriatio.n faith, the 
govermont newrtbel.oss still lcrv:l.ea and gathers taus 1n 
the various statos or ~"DI.EllV' and l"Gm::lto the e81"1DB1'ked a­
mount!! to the 'hQadquarters of ·the regional churches to be 
disbu?-s&d for aalar!es of pasi;ora aDd eacnrM:ve ottialala 
or the church •••••• '?ha eff'ect of this ~Dt has been 
that in many inatanoeo pas t;.ors ore quite 'UIIIMU"8 of their 
apirit usl rosponsibil:lties os obepl1erda or the flock of 
JesUE Christ and perform t113 duties of t,heir c:illine in an 
1.ttter:cy partuncto?"'J manner. 

t:e bri~ alludod to BKiD abow. Ue shwld comidar it a bit 

more also bring:1.ng VELJm into the picture. OOD or Eygprr;pli_pchq 

Y.i?"che !a n5mtsol~ nnd \'ELKD or Jminigte Eyapgelische Lutllp­

&aclu~ oi£che Dgutschlandp represent tt,o union movemants in Gel"ml.llV'. 

As early as 1900 an appoal 'N'aG made for a mion ot all Lutherans on 

the ho.sis 0£ Lutchomn Oontessions. trothing came of this appeal. 

J.flter ~-:orld Wm• I., oonf'ossional consciousnoss had been wa'kenod b., 

lib3.ral.ism so that an a.ppeal for ,mion cm a confessional basis ws 

not occoptable. 

Under the at tacks on tho port of Hitler and the Jimr!a, and the 

n~ phllosophS:es advocated 1'/' the loads.rs ot ?lational Socialism, 
.. 

tlle des:tro arose in the ohurchee to unite tor the purpose of proteo-

ttcm. World Var II 81'Nsted the mowment. Hovevar, Protestant 8t'oup8 

~aul M. Bretscber, •Reviw of •Bad Boll1 Conf'arenoes,• <Jcmcm­
cUa fbeolog1oal Mon~, XIV (!?o'V9mber, 1954), 839-i4l,. 



had been c11'avn together D10l"8 alosoly. Plana vore dnMl in 1945 and 

oxocuted 1n 19/$ to,:, a md.on of Protaaunt churcheo. EU!) 'brought 

together Lu1i.hero11s, netozmed, and EvmJaa11calo (United) into one 

boey. 

Th81'G was no quic!: solution to the problems t hat confronted 

these groups. The c;,uestion needed to be oolwd.i wlll Ei:lD funatio.n 

as a church or as a f'ec191"11tion7 'l'he constitution speoi:f1sa that 

2K1D is a tedaraticn, not 11 church, ot Luthenms, Ref'01"1?.ed, mid 

Ewngeli~le: (United) Churches. The Free, Cburcbes did not join the 

f'e:lerat.ion on coni"esaicmal gr.-oun&l. 

OVe~inst this organization another was propaeed b;r' some at 

t11e tcrri.tarial Luthormi obus;~es 'Who opposed thQ ,mionis?n of m». 
Tho proposed orgnuization ot fflJQ) vould be based on I,utheran Cont"eo-

1:1ions, m,peciollJ· tlte Unalterecl Augsburg Confession and Luther's Small 

catechism. In view ot tbe tact that, Ooni'eesiomw are so "VU'i~ re­

cai ved, one can aee that m.m would have great d:1.ffl.etdties to sur­

mount. One author says, 

~en are Lutherana i.9\ Europe wo aubscribo to all 
Lutheran Confessions and vho ta.lee them. most serious~. 
'l'bare a.re others ullo o.t their ordination ware pledged 
c>n the entire Book st Concord, bat; 1-1!10 do not take !t 
em.oualy. There are still other Lutherans in Europo 
1Jho cubscribe to oll the Confass!OIJS oxcept the Forr.tula 
or Concord. There are yet others me subscribe ~ to 
the Augsburg Confession and Luther1s s.mll Cctcchim:i. 
Far same the Aucsburg Contesaion :ls p~ a legal 
and political dooument •.••• •.rbere are, ftnal.17, Li.-therana 
1n Europe vho pay ml'dly more than lip aG1"9ice to the Can­
f'essiona .9 
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Before bringing this sect.iou to a olose, 1-,e mast honestl:, aAmi't 

that. churcb-l:!.te in general vaa at a lo'tt ebb. The church had lost ita 

hold on the -people'• Thero vaa vor:, poor ottcmdanoe at tho cburcb Blff'­

vicoo. The people knev thct church 1fBG there for them uhenewr they 

wre read:, to use :'..t. 'i'heir share of the tax ws uaeci to ouppart the 

churcb. MaD.7 feli:,. :i.t we ull r:lgh'ti to be a memb8r, but; i~ ws not 

nacessruey· to ti:L'lto thi21ga too eerlously. In an,y ovent, ~1e church vaa 

1.hera for bap·M.m:'181 con.firmat:l.ona,· waddings, mid i'unerala. After all 

these 11ere· iii1..e tb.1.nus to do. :3a.,ond that, mauy peQ9lo took no i~er-

est in the ~b,u-r.h. People neglected their spiritual wl~being. tidl.e 

ncminal chw,-:l'Mll01ubei·ehi1l in the individual oCllgl"Os;utione as vor:, large, 

tl a pac1to1•al of:t'l.oe t•r.l~ ui1derstatted. It 1:IQ.B uell-nish impossible to 

cheok on dol~.11(!1.1enttJ, to mlte the neoecstU7 house cull.E,. and to CBft7 

o:n tb0 i.'ilportant ~V,£Ef!Oe 

One r.mst oloo consider that Genmi: churches vere reaping what uas 

smn:a b'J liberal thoolot'1ans tbrougb a libr.al theology- and philosop11'. 

tre tM.~ 1n te~ or Piettsta. natto:ialism, H;lgher Griticism, ra.elat1visl!l, 

and lle~an:tSl!l. 

Pietim:i as a movement 1n tha church, was a protest :1ga1mrt, mat 

many conBidored a de,:u:':-orthodQQ',- an oi.in9-&nphas1s on doctrine, es- . 

pecially on ·tba doctrine ot justif"icati02: at the expense of BGDoUft­

catioo. l-Ta.Ue maey persons -oontributed to its rioe, Philip Jacob Spenall 

(1635-il?OS) baoame a leader in the Pietistio mowment. In his a& 

daaidoz:19, he made 6 proposals as the means of getting new lite into 

j 



the church., 

(l) fhe earnest nnd tb0l"OU8h atud7 of thf Bible 
in pr:lvato meetings, ecclesiglae !a ecclesia1 (2) The 
Cllristicm priesthood being universal., the laity should 
aha.re in the spiritual govemment or the Cl'J."UrohJ (3) 
A knowlec!go of Clu-J.stianU,y mmt be at .. ended b., the 
prac~uioo of it aa :lts :S.ntlispensab1.e sign and supplementJ 
(4) Inst.ead of meroly d:ldaotic, and of'ten bitt er, at­
tac'ko on 'I.ho beteroclm: and unbelie,,era, a sJmPQthe'liiC 
and 1".J.ndly treatment or thG!Jll ( 5) A 1"8organization 
of -~'ia theoloaS,cal training of tJ\e univers1:tios, ~._ 
ine more prO!l)inam:e to t he devot:loml lites and (6) 
11 d:lrfeNnt s'tW'le of preaching, 113mel7 in the plnco ot 
ploasina rh~orio, tho implanting of Ohr:tstianity- in 
t.be inner or neu man, tho soul of 1tl11ah is faith, o.nd 
its ettecta tha fruits oi life. 'l1his uork producoa a 
a;reat impresoicn tl~01Je11out Gema?W .10 

Somo immodiatoly tcok owr the ':-Thole program. Thia even tboudi 

PiGtis also bad ~.ts wal:nos,s mid spo:r.sored several ew ors. Piatiam 

spon:::oNci c!li!.of'ly three f\mdamontal en-ors1 

(l) The concept l>ie\y is separated from tbo !llemlS 
or 61"aco and t!lus plaoed 1n a fulse relation to religion 
nnd •aalw.tionJ (2) :.lie concept Ol"thoclas_r 1s miBUnaG:1-
stood and misappl.1ed1 ao thot 1ndifterentilm vlth regard 
oo nol"mllti va information f1•cm Hol,1' Wl"i t 1s underestimatedJ 
(3) T.i1ere !s erroneous teaching on the oonaepte spL-t;t 
nnd lotter, 1mir1t and f1egh. On or theso ezl"Cll'S gl'9V 
G conter.ipt for the means ot gi"ae'e, an underestimation of the 
offlao ot the Christian miniatr.,, ~ure of." sanotitlca. 
t:!.on and justification, cbUifM, a false m,st1c:Lsm, and a 
aenoral schismatic attitude. 

Ol2t of the novement developed also a. greater amount of rutionalisaticm 

t-1bich :t.i.mll y contributed to the rise and dewl~ ot ratioml.iam. 

The mOW!nant and especial~ ito e~ left its Dllrk on Cel-mn tboalo­

'3 c..."Kl so alao on the Germon peop1e. 

10 
"Pietiam•, ',fh~gl.smsJJe ~c;• vo1. m. (wew Yam, 

The Encyclopedia Brit oa .Com:pm\Y', 1911. 

llg_ Luoker. Lu1.hpn £yoloped!.g (Saint Louisa Ccmcorita Puh'Jiah-
1ZJB .House, 1954), P• 818.81.9. 



Rattor.nlism is n tC1ft:'l apz>lled to a, s:,sta!l 1n tJhich human 

1"9sson tu not only sat up ao the ahiet source ot knatiledgo, but 

alao as the, final or1ter1on or knowledge.· ffie rnt1oml:lat :ls 

OCJi'!eonlu thongbt o£ as one mo refias8fl to aocept the Bible acs the 

inerrant and inf'allible t:m'Cl or God. The mtiomliat oonol:mlea 

Dlot modorn h1st01"1oal and orchoolog!aal 1nvast1e,ation make 1t un­

Nnsomble to accept tho Blble aa a book of Stape1"118t11l"ol ar!g!b, 

encl that its otorlos 81."8 not be considered tl'l29 in a literal sense. 

Thus tc111 a:c.mnple1 "The stm7 of ·tba m"8at1on in the book of Genesis 

is sh0tni f'rO!!l the point ot 'V'lew of' chronolog:,, to be a poet;1o or SJD­

bolio aoocnmt b7 tho d1scowr:, or o:f.v.UJ.ations ot mnah grDatclr 

ontiquitq.-14 

t11th1n tho Obr.istian Cbul'ch, nt:I.C'JIV111am us,.~ aaoepted aa 

revealed the fundsmo:ntal. f'aots ot the cree4, 'While thoroogb-going 

rationalism don1ed the auparnatuml.. As it particulcrl:, tits into 

tha i'X'ame-'rrJOrk of this thesis, ve think ot rat1onal.1Dm as .tollO'.rJGd 

'b-J' ~ German theologians and Bible scholars f'lom abcmt 1.,/1) to 

1836. B!lticnolism in the church ms linked to the :!nte!leotml 

mOWll!Ont coned t.'ie EttJ.i~ ( lufltl.emme'. Ccmaiderahl.e support; 

for tho mowment vaa gained f.rOl!l English de!sta, ~ t1te F:t t i .·~~, 

and the :n-encl1 ospZjlt::, forts. '1'he latter, as VDll as othars, had 

delivel.'"Gd strong attacks agnbot the idea of the aupermtU1'81 origin 

l.4nantionoU.m", nm JncrylcgpeMp Bl'.f.tamdaa, Vol. XXII. (Nev 
Yorks The ::ncyel.opedla Britnnnica Compazv, 1?11), P• 9!6. 

J 



of" the Scriptures. Sanetimel!I considered the f:lrst gNJBt mt1anal1st• 

J. s. Semler, !Ud.ntained that true religion springs flrcim the 1ncllv.to­

ual soul. He attaol:ed tho Buthor!"tJ" of the Biblo. 'E'vflntual.1¥, he 

considerod the Bib.lo 3ust another anoiant docnnent. Kant. showed th1a 

spirit on the ph!losophioal side m his "Ill! Rel:l!dop bm8£halb a 
<i£ensen dar bl.opson Vor,mntt; (1793) in which he set fori;h h1s idea of 

V,rntmf't-3lnubg. Roliaf,on as a result was Neluoad to a syetatl of 

morals. Though in ti~ German theoloc., attamp1.ed to ratUl"D to a more 

positive Christiani ty, the inf"J.uance otratiomlism on religion in 

Germar,y prevailed, and evontuat~ mode its contribution tOWIU.'dB tbe 

occept:mco on the part of num_y people in Ge1'm111V of the nav ideas 

suggest.Gd b;y tlat1onal SOc:Ialimn. 

Gei,nan churcbeo vore reaping wba.t vu sown 1V' liberal theol.oel,am 

and philosophers. W.(lher criticism contributed to this and to a 

weak and indittertmt chw.~ch. ~re are tb:!nld.ng of highR criticism 

t..-hioh ignored and diroctr:q denied stat8!'4eilts ot the Bibl.e which boar 

an the questions of outhOl'Bhip and oriain of the wri.ODS books of tho 

Bible. Hil#ler critics also donied the neoessi"tJ" of hav:lng faith 1n 

tbo miraculous origin and content of the Bible. 1'be idea of rel.at!,. 

vism plays i!lto the p1ct'U1"8 or a decadent church lil'e. Ralattvim ~ 

dioates the tlioory which says that truth 11187 wr.r .frcD individual to 

:lnd:lvidual. "Kbovledge 1s :relative to tho mind vhich know itJ the 

oontont of wb:loh the mind !a avare ls 1"'8latlw to past axparienaesJ 
l5 

ZIIOl"81 codes 81'9 relatiw to cultU1'8 and uperlence.11 

/ 
J 



A woal-'..ened Christian oonsoiousneaa ma al.Ro aubjcatecl to the cm­

slaugh .. s of a virulrlnt ueo-paganism. tmcler the direction esp~oially of 

Al.ired Rt-oen'b r P,. tlosenba$ i.1ns a h16'h po.rt!r l ender -:.mdO'.t" Hitler. 

He becamo tho high pr:toat of a theol"3' uhich uno tundamental.4' opposed 

to the t eaching of Jc,aus Chriat. J-Ie prepared t1o.'0 ola.b:>rato vclmes 

entitlAd 'che ~ 2[ ~ho r.:ient:t.eth Cantury. Tho t«>rk received wide 

diotributS.on. It prq.-osed a raav relig1oua :I.deal unclor t he name ot 

I,tyjil1!!§,. ?Jot a feu people uere uk!ng the question: 

'\v"lls 1st e:1gontlich clor J.~bus! 
Ueber dieso Fraao wroettenti1,;:ht 'L'niversit:::icrtsprof'essor 

Di.•. Paul Schnable, Ilalle, in der 'M1ttoldeutschen ~llti011alzeit. 
unr.• van 4. Juli, 19.35 u. ri. :l'olgende Aus:fuehrung3n. • ••• . 

In BOld.saem Sinne :tst den- Nat1cmalsordal.1t..-nuo e1ne Religion, 
donn er verlangt von oe1non Anheongorn nicht, dasz sie von 
der nichtislmit soinor I,ehre uebel"'lllougt; aind, sondern dasz 
sio en sie glaubsn. 

Der "'1tionolsoz1alismua bat, vie 3ede Religion, seine 
Sitiionlebre, seine Et~.ik . Sie liegt um munaechst in Klas­
sischcr Il'orm gep1-aogt wr in den .i\usfu.ehrungO!l des Faoh1"8ra 
uob~r don orl:-1 chen Monschen in scincm Duche ••,rein Kru!!pft, 
dmm in Alfred ,tosenbargl a Work, ' Mythus des 20 • J'ahrbu.."t­
derts 1 • 

. Der Glnuba, der liythus des DeUtschen \Uld in'bosondere 
des ltationalsozialisten, 1st also dio 1:"2lre dOJ.• deutschen 
ila ·ion. Diesem G.'"U!ldbecri:ft dos Na.tionalsos:'..olismns hat der 

Mationolsozialist al.lea andere U?ltorzuorclnen and hat al.lea 
::u opfe.-n, ws demit 1..'"l !lider:spruah etoht order in i iider­
cprucb kommt. 

Jede Lehre, d!a1.irgenduc anders herkommend, sei es aus 
einer anderen W'eltanscnauung els der des fhtionalsosialie­
mus, ao dar juediach-l.iboralistisohen, oder 3US 011,0 Reli­
{iion, sio es de tmtbollachon order der ovtmgeU.schen, ha·t 
in d.er Gesi~.1~u.'lg dea Bat1or.alsosialisten, dor ee-lne:a Fuehrer 
die Treue geachoron hat, gegenuel.-er diesem Glauben des ND­
t ionnlsosioliamus :iJurueckzu-"lll9eton und mus:s il'!!!l ruac!-.sichtalos 
aeopfort verden. 

l-Tel tansohau.11che oder Glau'banskont'licl:-te dsri' es :l"uer 
den Nat11'.'nalsoraial:!.ote.n uaberhaupt nicht gaben. F.1.- hat zu 
bofolgen ·1-1as sein Fuehrer illn lehrt. Tut v ea m.clit, VOl"­
sucht or, die Labre der Pa.rte! m!t Lobren zu verein:tsen, 
die aus anderen We1tanscbauungen oder ous anderen :tol!g1onen 
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stommen, die in innwom I(ampf' stehen mit dem Uational­
somialisnius, dam1 ha't er aUA dor Part.et auszusfgoiden, 
denn er :1s·b inn~rl:i.ch koin 1f.'l.tinnalso1;1:lnl.iat. 

Il'l other worclo, "Accgpt as ott.1aiol curl b:1.nd.i.ni these neu- pagan 

ideolozles, and, vhona-.rer a conf'lict bat.wan thaae and arrg other 

basic co11siderations develops, drop ~,:c,aeything elsa, and hold on 

to t hane." !11 vi"'•7 or tho !'net that one ms 3 it!ler a party 

:nomber o:- e'J.se, there can be no other conclusion possible tb~n this 

that he1-e u·ss an 1.111-out atte::ipt to romovo El!lcmg other t!lillg3 t.'lte 

basic consid9r ~ticms of tho Christi..qn religion. 

AD one considers tho reuction of' German psople to M!:bl01"1s :iw 

i deas, and pa..-ticulq as those inf'l.uoncod church lif'e, one must keep 

in 'I.ho consideratiou 'the foregoing considerations., Mith thm?l in 

min , one is able t o view the church struggle from a more dofinite 

poi ,:1t of v.!.av. 


