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GAAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Traditional Christianity and imtional Soclalism are ire

reconeilable, One 4o based upon the concept of human

brotherhood and adunonishes kindness, charity, humllity,

and peace; +the othor advances the doctrine of racial

supremacyy regards chevity and bumility as symbcls of

weakness rather than strangth and extols the virtues of

brute force.*

The above quotation epitomizes the thinking of the majority of
Anoricans with reapect to Christianity ss it was affected by Hatione
al Socialism, How, then, did the Christiens of Germany reacts towards
Hationol Soclialism? Many people confronted with the quostion of worw
fuilt, make no difference betwecn any individuals or groups. They
eimply place the Cerman people, the warious organisations, including
the Church, into one larpge g-oup and lay the burden of wareguilt e=
qually upon the shoulders of all. It is more than likoly truc that
they did not mean te imply that there wes no cpposition to Hitlor, bub
shoy maintain that theoge vho vore antieidtler were fow and far in-bew
tiwroen,

The question that sagpecially confronts us is thiog Uhat did the
Church do when faced with lezi theories, principles, and actions uhich
were contrary %o the Master's teachings? Confusion, in the popular

nind also existed on this queation, In the long cataloz of conifuced

1,G. Naines and J.C. Rose Hoffman, The Orizins end Back of
the Socond World Har (Hew Yorks Oxford University Press, 1943), p.



2
ideas ropgarding the Fazls, the oonfused ideas on the relation of the
Nagils to the Church and vice versa rank highest, Such is the confue
sion that one may hear it eaids 9"Tho Church was coupletely subservient
to the Wazls and caterod to tholr wishos™; or, "The Church resisted
the Hazis from the baginning with all her power®; or, PThe Hasis sup=
poried the State Church'y or, "The Hazis closed all of the churches
of Germany.¥ Oub of this limbo of confusion, a more nearly accurate
picture of the relaticnship boetween the German Church and the Hagzis
ought to evolve, It shall ba the bhurdon of this paper to try to paint
o foirly accurate picture of the Church conditions vnder the thzis,
end to show that the Church did resist the llazis, bubl perhups the re;
sistance was not as virile as it might havo beon, Furthormore, we are
Liniting the gecope of this paper to the answoring of the above pesed
questions in their relationship to the Protectant Church, more particus
larly the Lutheran State Church,

At thiz juncture, it is interesting to note another quotatiom,
which has bearing on the entire quastion of resistance offared by the
State Chureh to the Mazl Regime, One of those whop, with others, came
%o recommize MNazism for what it was, salds

Wo have no more thought of using owr own powers to ese

cape the arm of the authorities than had the apostles

of old. Bubt wo are no mors rsady thaan they were to

keep silence at man man?!s behest when God carmands us

4o gpeak. For it is and must n the cage that we
must obay God rather than man,

%yartin Niemoeller, Here Stand I, Trans. by Jeme Lymburn
(ew Yorks Willet, Olark and Company, 1937)




CHAPTER II
i} WISE OF HITLER AWD NATTONAL SOCIALISMY

In order to have an adequate undorstanding of the topic, a rapid
survey and evalvation of Hitler and Natlonal Socialism, on the one
hand, and of the State Chwrch and condltions in 1%, on the other hand,
is necessary,

Hational Socialism, asg a system of political thoughi, was concelve
ed and born in the minds of men long before recent dictators gave such
& trouendous impetus to the system, Metional Socialism has its rocts
in Marxian SOcial:lsv-: and in the grouving tendency towrnrd Nationalism
ac a manifestation of politienl thourht during the period of world hise
tory clasgified as Modern History. In tho case of the lasis, Hational
Sccialicn wne developed as the cure for all of the ailmonts of Germany
which grew out of the collapse of the German Tapire at the end of the
fivst World War, The closing days of the war, and the days following
them, were days of Glsilluslommont, unemployment, suffering, distress,

chaos, and hopeloasness,

g, Hodden, A History of Hatiomal 8 trans., Alfred A.
Knopf, (-!au Yorks Lexingiton Press, 1935) for a rather complete pice
ture of the riase of Hitlor and MHaticnal Sccialism,

zl?or a brief sumary of Marxian Socialism, see E, 5. Dogardus,

A His of Social t (Los Angoless University of Southern
Call Press, 1929), Pe 251=265, A detailed discussion is found
in K, Marx, Caoltals J Critical of Capitalist Production

(New Ygris Humboldt Publ. Co., 1873).
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I% will be of intorest to look at 2 mmber of itens vhich ine

fluenoed, 1f thay Aid not contribute towards, tho risc of Bitler and
Habional Socialiom. No sttempt is made 4o list these in their real
order of importance, if such o thing were possible, bocouse these elow
ments usually dovewlafl with each other, and it is wollenigh impossie-
ble %o sel up ar order. Ome of these olemonts has to do with WHisonls
Fourieen Pointe3, or, rather the disavowsl of the Fourtoen Points,

The points may be suwarized as follews:s (1) Open fovonaniz of peace
cponly avrived at. (2) Froodmm of the gces in peace end var, (3)
Remowanl of trade barriors. (4) Disarnasente (5) Readjustment of
world colonisi problems, {(6) CGerman evacuation of Pussic, (7} Gem=
mon evocuntion and restoraticn of Belgiwe, (8) Gerran ewecration
and rtstoration of France and Mlsace-Lorraine, (9) Readjustment of
Italion fvontiors. (L0) Autonony for the svbject peoples of Austrine
Hungary, (11) Zwvacuation and restoration of Serbia, Montenegro, and
Romania, (12) Autonany for the nommiurkish peoples of the Ottoman
Fmpirves (13) Formation of an independent Poland with access to the
gea, (14) Establishment of a League of Matioms. On Jamuery 8, 1918,
Prosident ‘Elson had annocunced the Fourteon Points as a basis of peace
talks, On October 3, the Kaisor named Prince Max of Baden, chancellor
of Gornany, and directed him to bagin nogotiations for & peace, Prince

3For the M1l taxt of the F‘ourteen Points, consvli Charles f'
Mary Re Beard, rhe Deardls Basic M‘%I& okad ftaten, (How
Yorks Doubleday, Doran & Gompany, 198%)s Ps %-
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Max sont an urgent mossage to the Freaident of the United States, thab
the German govormment would accept President Wilson's Fourteen Points,
a&s amounced Jamuary 8y 1918, as a basls for pesace, Between October
3 and lovembar 5, throo more appeals were made by the Gornmans, addrestce
ed to the Amorican Presidenty, each one of them requeating the President
to facilitate a conclusion of an armistico by land, by sea, and in the
air, No definite answera were given to the messeges, TFinglly, on licvs
ember 5, Wilson informed the Germans that tho Allied Forces would be
roady to roceive accreditod ropresentatives for the purpose of informw
ing them of the texms of the Armmistice, Theroupon the nogotiations
bogan, The Treaty, as drafited and presented to the Germans, constitute
ed a digsavowal of the Fourteen Points, "in several respects the terss
inposed on defeated Germany did not conform to the war aims which Frese
ident Yilsen had sc eloquently proclaimed to the world,* Furthermore,
in Jamuary, 1919, a lew York putlisher disclosed the existance of a
number of sccret treaties by which Russia, Greal Britain, France, end
Italy, either during or even bofore the war, had agreed to divide the
spoils at the end of the «::cmfl!.:‘m*l'..5 A1l of this was grist for the mill
of discontent which was grinding avay in Germeny.

Aside from 'l;he above, 1t soon became evident during the Feace Con=
ference that certain undesirable elements were coming to the forefront.

Thers wero certain nationalistic ambitions of the British Dominiona,

4'-(;‘hmrle A. and Mary 3. Beard, op. git., p. 435.
sm-. Pe 436.

T8
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Japan, and France which demanded satisfaction, President Wilson
gaid that "these nationalistic desires were antithetiecal in aspirit
to the pledges eontained in the Fourteen Points on which the armise
tice with Germany had been negoﬁi.atad."6 Wilson oppored the nation=
alistic elements as much as he could withouwt endangering his cherish-
ed ambition, the establishment of a League of Nations. The gencral
discontent fomentzd by such procedures waz bound to have an influence
on the rize of Fational Soecialisn,

Anothar, perhaps even wore influential polnt, so far as the

. rize of Neticnal Soclaliem is concarned, is the effeci of the Treaty

imposed upon CGermany at the conclusion of the VWar, To say the least,

the effects were far-reaching. The following summary ic offered by
7

Benns® .

Of her territory in Furope she was deprived of more than
25,000 square miles; of her population she loat about 6,
000,000, But her loss of raw materials was far greater
and much nore serious, Her prawar resouvrces of iron, coal,
oil, potash, leady zinc, and foodstuffs were all greatly
dininished...s.Allcgethor, Germany was compeiled to sure
render approximately 65 per cent of her iron-ore reserves,
45 per cent of her former coel wealth, 72 per cent of her
zine ora, 57 per cent of her lead ore, from 12 to 15 per
cant of her manufucturing satablishments,

6y.6. Langeam, Westerp Civilization fiince 1660, (New Yorks J,
B. Lippincott Company, 1942), p. 1328,

7F. Leo Bonns, Eurcve Since 1914 In Its Horld Setting. (New
Yorks F. S. Crofts & Co., 1945), pe 121, s
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Overseas, the effects were hardly any less disastrous, for Gore
many lost an area aporoximatéhp one million square miles, inhabited
by more than 12,000,000 natives, Tied up with this, was the loss of
about 25 per cent of the prewar rubber supply, and in addition; the
loss of valuvable oils and fibers, Germany's morchant marine was ree
duced %o £00,000 tons. Many of her prowvar bas:s, spscial privileges,
capitulationsy and concessions wers destroyed., She alzo had to grant
vithout reciprecity mostefavored-nation treatment to the Alliaes for
a period of five years., On top of it all, Cermany was commitied %o
a reparations bill of unknowm asize,

The point of all this isg the sbove named consideraticns could
not be without dire results for the folks at home in Germany. It
would of necesaiity result in diro economic conditions. TFeononle cone
ditionas were already stralned in CGermany., Surely a complete breake
doim covld not be long in coming, QGermany was reduced o a helpless
nation, unable to cope with the economic problems that arcse. Unen=
ployment, which had developed already before the war, muliiplied rae
pidly after the cessation of hostilities and especlally after the terms
of the peace of Versailles wers imposed. A people out of work, hungry,
disillusioned is a fertile breeding ground for radical ideas of all
kinds, and out of these radical ideas came a tremendous boost for
Hational Socialism.

The thoughtful reader will alsc consider the impact of the follow
ing upon the people of Germany. In order to drive home'the defeat,

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY

CONi_OR - & SidplagY

e 8. LOUIS, MO, o



8
to the theroughly humbled Germany, and in order to have a ioken of

submission on the part of Germany, the victorious powers determined

that the Allied blockada should eontinve, and did continue until July,

1919. A nation was starving, yet the blockade of foodstuffs vas main=-

taincdl All of this complicated the situation in Germanys problema
wore created, with which the new govermment, that had been formed,
could not cope successfully, The eonditions are deseribed thuss

The new German government faced many difficuliles. In
the firat place, therc wore recaleitrant elemenis both
radical and reactionary to whom the system originating
at Welmar was entirely umsatisfactorys by agltation and
wvarious types of violent activity they made themselves
a nuisance as long as the republic lasted, In the ge=
cond place, there was the aftermath of the first World
¥or to meet, "memployment, bitternens, financial dife
ficulties, the care of millions whose lives had been
blasted by the confliet, the unrden of reparation pay=
ments to the victors, the struggle 4o rebuild a normal
econonic and business life « all thege and more weuld
have ‘aken the wisdom of Solomon. And there was no
Solomon in the German Republic,®

It was a situation well=caleulated to keep the leaders in suspense,
and the people in a political state of animated suspension, avalte
ing to be roused by the call of some kind of firm 1eadersh?.p.
Thers were numerous assassinations., Of the ontbreaks, the one led
by Wolfpang iapps March, 1920 and Adolf Fitler, November, 1923 were
the better knowm,

A description of the conditions of these days is interesting
-and to the point, since a German relates the current political and
economic ideas to the church, In a troatise, Helmmt Kern speaks

BH.G. Langsam, Qp. ﬁo’ Pe 134445,

e —— —r



a3 follo'dstg

Die Sesle des deutschen Volkes war muede poworden vom Krieg
und verlorenen Krieg; von Revolution und inflation, « da
schien die Stunde der Finsternissz gekormens dle Stunde selt
130 Jahreny; die Stunde seit der Fransoesischon Revolutions
die Stunde ist guenstlig, dle Stunde ist da. Der offone
Kanpf des Satans setzt ein wider Gott und seine Xirche,
das Bollwerk Gottes auf Erden. So hoeren wir dle Vorwuerfe
gegen vngere Kirche in der damaligen Zeit; so erleben wir
8s, wie der Versuch gemacht wird, der Kirche auf alle er=
dénkliého Yelse politisch etwms anzvhacnger in den Augen
des Volkes, uvm sie veraechtlich zu machen und das Vertrauen
des Volkes in die ¥irche zu erschusttern, um den Cottes-
glavben zu enthronen,

Die politische Leldenschaft dos deutschon Vollkes nach
1918 war dic marzistische, die des marxistischen Intornoe
tionnlismus, Diese Leldenschaft gibt dem Teufel die Hoepw
lichkeit zum eraten Vorwurd: Die Firche ist Matiomal, Sie
ist darum in einem Volke nich% zu brauchen, das internation—~
ol denkt, Sie iat ein voelklsche Kirche, darmm nicht zu
brauchen in einem Volke, das Menmschheitotraewme tracumt,
Dor Vorwurfd wird lauts Die Kirche hat im Krieg dem deute
schon Volk don Rueckon gestaeri:t mir ibrer Predigst wvon Volk
und Vaterland, Staat, und Obrigkeit, duwrch ibhre Aufforderung,
dag Volk su lieben kis zur Hingabe des lLehens, weil es kein
Opfer pebe, das su grosz sel fuer Deutschland, Darmm gei
die ¥ircho schuldig geworden an dor langen Dauver des Krioges,

In der Folge werden usbor diesen Vorwuerfen die evans
gelischen Pharrer von der Maose geschmacht ob ihrsr vool=
kischen Haltung, Der Pfarror Hans Meiser in Muenschen wird
von den Spartakisten 1919 als Geisel verhaftot,; weil er
oin nationaler Mann gewoson istese

Dis politische Leidenschaft des deutschon Volkes nach
1919 war der marxistische Socinlismis. Zwangslacufig muss
in sclcher Zeit der Teufel der Kirche den mwelton Vortmrf
machen: Dic Xirche habe sozial versagt. Darum hoeren wir
die Ammerfes sie halte es mit den Reichen und CGroszen, sie
wrterdruecke das ame Vollk, bereichere sich mit ilren Kirchone
stevern, auf losten Gor Idleinen Leutej sie sie dle Hirche

Pelmut Korn, Kirchenkgmpf - Hile Lanse Hoch? (Murnborgs Selbste
verlags Amt fuer Volksmission Murmberg, Humelsteirer ieg 100, 1937),
Pe 1=3,
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dor Schverindustrie und verrate die Arbeiterschafl...cee.
Hinter dleser politilschen Leidenschaft% stand dle

marxzlstische VWeltanachauung dos nackten Materialisms,

Und so hoersn wir pwangslaoufig in jene Jahren die dritte

vomnurfsvolle Behauptungs Die Seele des Menschon lebt

nur in den Hirngespinsten der Pfaffen, Die Xirche vore

troestet aufs Jonseltis, um als Dionerin des Staates und

dor Obrigkeit das Volk im Zesume zu halten, Mit dom Maere

lein vom lleben Gott soll das Volk, das sich nach Aufe

EFlaerung sehnt, dum gemacht und erhmlten werden, Rew

ligion iat Opium fuer dae Volkl Darum die satanische

Afforderungs Horaus aus der Kirchel

Tho whole point behind all of this is apain merely Lo cell ate
tention to the completely unsettled conditions existing in Cermany
after World War I, There was hunger, unemployment, disastrous infiem
tion, cconomic choos, suspicion, hopelessness, In this confusion all
gorts of ideas fleated around. Dangerous passions stirred the peopleo,
Thoy were baing encouraged to turn against even the most fundamontal
institutions of socloty., Plans and programs for somo fubture .
action were discussed and laid, UWhatever geomed %o hold out any kind
of hope whatsoesver for the relief of present suffering was woven into
the plans. Feople uwho oxdinarily kept an even keel, not going off oa
tangonts, elther to the vight or the left, were now openly flirting
with dengerous iems. Anyone who could make himsolf heard above the
babble of confusiony, who could offer some sort of promise of relief,
and wvho could get at least a working group behind him, was in a posie
tion to exert a tremendous influence upon people, Into that kind of
situation Adolf Hitler steopped,

Out of these chaotic times cnme the abortive movement which as
aomoone has said,

sesohad its obscure birth in Munich when a group of
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oix mon met in the back room of a cafe in 1919, [Hitler

joined the groun as a aevap‘bh nember and a.'.l.gast Irmice

diately became its outstanding porsonallty.
This movement rzorultod its membership from the discontented Awmgy
growpe, from the unemployed, from the middls class, which was daily
growing lmpoverished because of inflation, and othor unfortunates,
In the early days much energy was devoted to building up the mome
bership, An wnsuccessful putaoch was attempted by Hitlor in November,
1923, He received a prison sentence from the cowrts of the Cerman
Republic, Uhile in prison, Hitler virlled away the howrs producing
the first wvolume of his Mein Kampf, Members of the group daily looke-
ed formrard to the time whon they would be able to have enmough soats
in the Reichstag o make thelr cpinion a powsr to be respected Ly
all, This party wanted power., Iiitler, although even in 1923 gtill
protiy much of an obscure agitator, became the spokesman, He nmade
bouoastic but elever speeches in vhich he dweit upon a few salient
facto, and these he itried to hammer home to whoover would liston. He
spoke, for example, ocnt The Injustice of the Tersailles freaty; We did
not lose the ¥War, we werc sold oubty Tho Jews are the couse of the
present=day troublesg and others, The success of the parity fluciuvate
ed until in 1932, in the course of the presidential elections, the par
ty revealed its growing strength. Successlive Chancellors rosigned be=
eause of thelr inability to cope with the dopression and attonding ce
vils, and, in January, 1933, Adolf Hitler bocame Chancellor with e

10!-!. S. Vertheimer, Germanv inder Hitler (New Yoris Uorld Pegce

Foundation, 1935), p. 10.
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coalition government, fHelden sayss
The Hazi Party would not have found it possible
to acquire the strong influence over the masses
that it actuelly éid, but for two evenis that turne

ed out in its fawvor. The £lirat was the inflation
in Gommany. The second circumetance that turned

outy to Hitlor's advantage was ﬂa triuvaph in Octobe

er, 1923, of Fasciam in Ttaly,
Once in power, Hitler and the Hazls did all that was hunanly 008
gibie in order to make themselves supreme in Cermany. Thers were
wiolepale romovals fron cffics of those who were not party mexbers,
The lelchatap was disgolved, and a now clection was crdored for March
5, 1933, as a reavlt of which, Hiiler controlled a majority of the
628 peats in the new Reichatag, with 288 lazi representatives and
fify=three ¥Mationalists. Ome gains a littlo knowlodge of how the
Hazie were going to work in the Reichstap firom the following scenes

Wearing his llazl uniform, Chancelior HAitlor appeared

before the newly elected Reichsiag at its first =zession

and. . e s .demanded dictatorial powsrs for four years,

In a gingle oseoslion the Reichstag rushed the emabling

act granting thego powars through the requised throe

readings, and then adjourned indefinitely.
In a short tine, thers was only one peraon above Hitler and that
vas Fileld Marshall Pawl von Hindenburg, the aging President of the
German Republie, Hindenburg, born in 1847, had been retired from
the Cernan army for old age in 1912, GCalled from retiroment two
years later, he was Germany's chief military figure, Guring the
firgt Vorld iar. Called again in 1925 et the age of 78, he had,

by 1933 served almost oight years as presidont, and was in his eightyw

Alg, Heiden, goe glhies PPe 9597
12
F. Lee Benns, 9D ﬂo’ Pe 255,

3 : |
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seventh yeor. He died on August 2, 193, end Hitler, undor prearranged
plans for a umion of the offices of president and chaneellor, bocame
the sole head of Germany as both Fushrer and Chancellor, Hitler and
the Mazls continued their work of concentrating power in their hands
for thoyr were aiming at undisputed jurisdiction over cvery phase of
German life, yes, they doslred power over body and soul, Hitler ewe
plained this desire for absolute power by =seying that it was necessary
in oxder to prevent the thrsatened disintegraiion of Cernany, "Give
me a chance®, he pleaded in effect; "Pand I will remalks Gormony,.®

Whet did Hitler actunlly want? That is rather difficult to say
becausae thoro was so much in his character that seemed to bz controe
dictory, Therc was so much in his speoches that was said for effect,
fio wanted to be supreme in Cermany, Ie wanted Germany to become a
trenondous powor in the world. This wms,; of course, to reoflaect his
pover and plory. The various mothods by which {the eventual reconver=
sicn and renovation of Germany, accerding to the Nasi pian, was to be
accanplished were borrowed and adapted from various sources, Heiden
sarss MHitler is a genius in adapting and developing the ideas of
others,®> Hitlor seems to have had a great deal of ability. He pushe
ed aside simply ns a none-entity, who, unconsciously, had ridden 2 wvole-
canoe io power, but, who, having gained power, had no ability to cone
trol it., He has been somewhat undorcstimated in the intercst of pro=
paganda, Hitler demonstrated nis ability in different ways. For ex=
amples although he had a great denl of oppesiiion, slthough schening

DK. Helden, gp. ¢ites De 7o
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licutenants desired to 8ii in the driver's sent, he somchow managed to
play rival agalnst rival, often playing both ends against the middle,
so that only ho gained in powor and influence and his subordinates roe
mained vnder control, 1l may call his spesking ranting and raving, yet
biopgraphers will admit that he had abllity, and that thers was a certaein
kind of logic to his speeches, Of this fact Helden says, %It is this
gift for logle walch makes Hitler's specches so convincing, ™4 Tt is
useless to speculate as Lo how long Hiitler mny have controlled things,
had Cermany not lost the war., One can see Hitler only through the fee=
ble and fallible eyea of conbtempeoraries, and these havo not as yot gaine
ed a proper historical perspective, They picture him as a roaring,
bombastic, fanatical, able, diaboliecally clever, drustrated, and ego=
tiotical Inman belng, who was imbued with the idea of raising himself
to a height of glory seldem oqualed by man, and of raising Germany to
a suprene place of honor in the worid, Bomns describes Hitler in this
voys

The Hazi leader was apparently not particularly original

in his methods or ideas, but hs was certainly a skillful

initator. He undoubtedly understicod the temper of the

German people, particularly of the younger generation,

lie was an adept psychologisi, a clever demogogue, and a

magter showman, At the same time, he was a resomrceful

agitator, a tircless worker, and an able organizer, i=

bove 2ll, he was a captivating and 1£gp:lring orator and

knew how to sway prople in the nass,

In the matter of crganizing, it may be noted, that on July 14,
1933, there was enacted a law vhich further established lazi politie

el primacy by forbidding angr other party even to exist in Germany,

1‘“. Heide!l. on. mo. P. 63.
15B0m'la. on, .c_j-&.’ Pe 256,
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At that time the lazl party system comprised six structural groupss
(1) the Mitler Youth, composed of young people from six to eightoen
inclusive, organized into various age formations; (2) the Matiomal
Scelalist Students! Assoclationy (3) the Hational Soclalist Yomen's
Orgenisations (4) The Fational Socialist Motor Corpsy (5) The SA -
iStornz Trooperafs and the SS - W"Elite Guards.," Rach group had ite
uniforms, bndges, emblems, and other parsphornalia Important in the
eymbolism of the party Lo

The people of Gormany secomed to know 1little about the real program
of the Fuchrer when he ecame to power in Jamuary, 1933, It socoms that
at that time, they Inew only in broadest outlines his plans, which
were couched in the broadest and most indefinite terms possible, Truo,
thoy had the Twenty-Five Points representing the party progranm, but
they were vague, and in their wagueness, thoy were roassuring, However,
ocne wonders what the people of Gernany really knew about the Fuehrerts
progran. When he came to pouer in January, 1933, the people had access
to Mein Kampf which carried Hitlor's blue-prinit of action. Several cone
clusions are possililo, The peoplo read [ein Hawpf and were onanored
of the posgible greatness that was promised, Thoy were themselwes not
intorested enough in irue religion %o properly examine the statemenis
mode sbout religion, Thay wore confused by the broad, vague, somotimes
indefinite expressions used by Hitler., The people wore willing to gamble
on the outcome of the movement then in the makingy they were willing to

16'-1.0. Langsan gﬂ zation Since 1660 (¥ew Yorks J. B.
Lippincott can,pnmr, ’19E, :
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tako the chanco that things would work out all right. They did, howover,

have the Twenty=TFive Po!.ni;sm

reprezonting the party progran, These
did not, however, specify the ways and means vhercby the party was going
to carry oub its program, One mst alsc koep in mind the fact that
Nazisn 1ls eclectic, that is, it picks out things from past and present
sourcas anﬁ builds these unrolated ldeas into & system. It is a dynoe
miec, ever—changing, and opportunistic system; 1ts progran ls constonte
changing. Particularly was this true in the esrly days of Haziesm,
This is quite apparent teday; but it was not so apparent to the German
people in 1933, In the course of time, as the ways and means of the
azis becane more and more apparent, when it became apparent through
successive programs, edicts, and resolutions, the German people found
out what Hltler and the Faszis wore, and vhat they wanited, namely their
bodlien and souls, Ilow there were many people who were willing to go
right along with the Nazl progren. Also Church people, yes, church
leadors were willing to ride the band wagon to envisioned success., Those
whe gradually had their eyes opened, and vho did not want to geo along
with Haziam, foumd themselwves thoroughly hampesred, TFrom 1933 to 1929
g0 many laows and regulations were promulgatedy, all intended to make the
Party cupremec, that little if any opporunity for mass resistance was
posaible,

In Cermany the same mistake was made that is being made over and
ovor again in many countries, People are not inierested encugh to study

tesden, * gp. gites po 63.
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and to evaluate the basic issucas, Feople are tco ready to go aleng /O
with vhatever person or program that promises them the most material
benefita., They do not investigato how the benefits are to be given
them, nor what they may cost them, It is enough to know that they
will have more today than thoy had yesterday. Times without number,
pecplo have found that they have sold shemselves into some kind of
slavery, They have also found that breaking the strangle-hold of
this slavery has boen much more difficult than enirace izmto siavery,




CHAPTER IIX
A BRIRF DESCRIPTION OF CHURCH CONDITIONS

In the scope of this paper, it 18 possible to indicaite but briol=
iy the concditions in the Church of Germany, At the outsot, we want to
limit the diseussion pretty much to the Protestant Church of Germany,
elthough aome references may be made to the Roman Catholic Church,

The Weinmar Constitution ushered in a progran of changes and reow
orgenizations for the churches of Germany. To begin with, Roman Cathele
icismy, through the Center Party, was oble to participete actively in
the formation of the New German Republic af'ter World tor I, It nee
gotiated certain important Concordats® in Ravaria (1924), in Prussia_
(1929), and Baden (1938), According to these Concordate, the govorne
ment agreed to pay 2,800,000 marics anmually to scclesiastical institu~
tiongy in roturn for vhich the goveormment would be allowad some voice
in the; olection of the bishops and canons. A% least it was to be asle
od in each case wheother it had any objectlons to the choice of the candie
date before he was confirmed by the papal chair, The Protestant State
Churches were not able to adjust themselves so rapidiy to the new con=

ditions brought aboult by the formation of the New Republic., They acted

Mbert fiyna, Goristianity and Pelltles, A History of the Prin-
giples Strugeles of Church and State (New Yorks J.B. Lippincott
Go.p 1938 o Pe 228,
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more or less independently., The torritorial church (Landesizirche)
drow up a new constitution, Then the separate groups negotiated treas
ties.  with their respoctive State Govormments, Eventunlly they formed
a loose organiszation known as the Kirchenbund, So ubklle the Roman
Catholies, through the Center Partyp could and did cooperate with the
Sccialist Loft in the Joichstap, Protestantism, without specific poliw
tical organisation could not. Protestantism's sympathies wero directed
lawpely w0 the conservative and nationalist »ight,

Actually the franers of the Veinmar Constitution wanted to separate
Chureh and State. Howevar, since the churches were not willing %o go
along with this progran, it was not carried out., Chuwrches were not
willing o give up the state rovenue which they were receiving,

Tho specifie features of the Wew Church Constitutions adopted by
the German Bvangelilcal Church after 1918 rmay be briefly emmorated as _
the followings (1) The »ight of self-adninistrationy the local congre= _
gations wero to meintain the right to order and administor their affairs
independenily. (2) Safeguarding the minister, who being bound by the
Bekonntnis, wns aceountablo to his clerieal superiors. (3) Church Dis=
tricts and District Symods were arranged. Church workers and lay repre=
sentatives of the congregation wore a part of those [firchenkpeise and

is ens (4) Setting vp of Territorial Synods or Landessyneden
which constitute the highest represontative bodies of the churches,

These highest synods might be termed the legislatures of the church,

There wero sone twenitywoight Protestant church organizations in
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Germany. They ares (1) <The Zvangelical Church of the Old Prussian
Union, being constituted of eipght church provincesy (2) The fvan=
gelical Lutheran Church of Hammover, made up of four dloceses; (3)
The Evangelical Reformed Church of Schleswigefolstein, with eight dige

tricts in Schleswig, and thirteen districis in Holsteing (5) The ==
vangelical Church of Hessen-Cassel with three dioceses; (6) The Ew
vangeiical Chwrch of Massau, with twenty districtey (7) The Evan-
gelical Church of Frankfurt a. Mey (8) The Evangelical Luthoran
Church of Favaria, in vhich the congregations are organized in dise
tricta ealled Dekapate. These districts are orgenized in three divie
sions cnlled Kreises; (9) The United Proiestant Evangelical Christian
Church of the Pfala (Palatinate); (20) The Evangolical Lutheran
Church of the Froe State of Saxony, a stronghold of Lutheranism, have
ing thirty-one church districisy (11) The Evangelical Church of
Vurbtemborg with thirty districtsy (12) The United BvangelicalePro
tostant Church of Baden with twemty=three districtsy (13) The Evane
gelical Church of Hessen with twenty-three districisy (14) Tllze Thite
ringian Evangelical Church with fifty-four church districis led by the
Oberpfarrer; (15) The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Reuss is decide
edly Iutherany (16) The FEvangelical Lutheran Church of Mecklenintu'ge
Schwerin with the congregations organized in church districts called
Propstaiens (17) The Church of Mecklenburg-Strelitsz with soven church
districtsy (18) The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oldonburg, with
two church districtey (19) The “vangelical Lutheran Church of the Dise




21
triet of Lusbeck in the Froe State of Cldenburgs (20) 7The Evangelie
cal Church of the District of Birikenfold; (21) The Evangolical Luth-
eran Church of Braunschwoig with nincteen church districts, each hoade
ed by a Hirchenrats (22) The Evangolical Church of Anhalt with five
districtsy; (23) ‘The Evengolical Church of Weldeck and Pyrmont with
four church districtsy (24) The Church of Lippe, being predeminantly
Reformedy comprisod five church distriats of which one is Lutheran;

(25) The “wangelieal Lutheran Chureh of Schamburg=Lippe with two churche

districts enlled Ingpelttionons (26) 7The Vvangeiical Lutheran Church
in the State of Lubocky (27) The Zvangelical Church of Bremen; and
{22) The Fvangelical Lutheran Church in the State of Hamburg. These
tuenty-oicht Landeskirchen were united in the Germman Fvangelical Church
Federation (Deutscher Evanselischer Xirchepbund),

In addition to these territorial chwrches there are the Freo
Churches, Thoy aros (1) The Zvangelical Unity of the Brethern, lknowm
also as the Horrmhuter or Moravian Bretherny (2) The Federation of
Free Bvangolical-Reformed Congrepmitionsy (3) The Evangelicsl Luther—
an Free Churches organized in the interest of creedal orthodoxy. ( E=
vangelical Lutheran Church of Prussiag Independent Fwangelical Lutheiw
an Church of Hesse; Evangelical Lutheran Free Church of Hannoverj
Evangoelical Luthoran Chirrch of Badeng Evangelical Lutheran Free Church
of Horrmannsburp-Hamburgs The Penitent Church of the Unaliered Augs-
burg Confession in Saxony.) (4) The Bwvangelical Reformed Free Church
near the Dutch border; (5) The Association of Evangelieal Froe Churche
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es in Germany. { The Bund of Baptiat Congrogationa; The ifethodist
Eclscopal Church; The Bvangellcal Association; The Bund of Froe E=
vangelical Congregations.) (6) Tho Salvation Armyg and (7) Variouvs
Sects., (Soventh Day Adventisty Apostolic Chrlstiansy Darbylsts; Pone
tecostal Associationg Jehovah's Hitnesses.)z

To complete the picture of Chwreh organization in Germany, it
may be noted that there is the Roman Catholic Church and The Old
Catholic Church, The former is divided into twenty-five diocoses and
gix church provinces, namely Bamberg, Freslau, Freiburg, Colognz, Hu=
nich, and Freising, Paderborn, Melssen,

With the advenit of Hational Socialism and its peculisr emphases,
hoere came into being a new organization, and particuler attompts to LA
make the church subservient to Maszl aims and ideals, Let us look at :
the forner.

Thereo were the German Christians, This was composed of those in
the Bwmngelieal Churches who responded to the demand of the party that 7 ,

i1
[
i/

Christianity be harmonigzed wlth HNaticnal Soeialism, that the chwrchas |/

be subordinated to the state, These areithe Deutsche Christon or the

Gorman Christians, The movement was founded in 1932, The Masi state

found in the Gorman Christlians its chief support within ths church for
i%s political and ideclogical struggle.

2 pendquarters, Army Service Forces, #Cleil Affsirs Handbook,
Gernmany," Section 1B: Christian Churches, (Washingtons 1944) .
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This group proposed a program that may be sketched as foilows: v
2, Dctablichment of a unified national church, b, Tnification of
Cermany to be accomplished through Christ. e. Christ io not a pro-
duct of Judaiocm, d. The Fuehrer must be uvmconditionally followad,
e, The MNational Soclalist Meltanschawung must be unreservedly adopte
ed, f. The church munt Bo fitled into the naticnal crder establishe
ad by tho linzl Party. g. The professicn of the ministry must te ree
formed in such a way thet it will further Christianity for ths welfare
of the German nui‘.:lc::‘n.3

The German Christians bad a great influsnce and pover in the ear=
ly years, bub becavse they identified themselwves too closcly with the
party, they lost power and influence., There was a good deal of warie-
ty among the German Christians, !Many tried to identify Mmzion or
Maticnal Socialism with Christienity, Others discleimed this connoce
tlon, To some, the name German signified an extreme national feclings
to others 1% zipgnified only an intorost in the German pecple bseause
they neceded te be brought back inte the church, Scme pastors with
lofty idanls seomod to have baen swept off their feol by ihe program
in the early days,

There was much confusion. It is apparent from a Quotation which
wac given as follows. "Many of us deeply regret that the 1German Chrigt-

ian* movement has bocome so eonfused. We accepted it simply as an effort

%0f. Fa lirech, Do Gegonusertimo Geistige Lage (Goettingens

Vandonhoook, 1954). H. Oppemhoimer, Tha Constitution of the

Republic (Londong Stevens, 1923). G. J. Fbers, Staat ung Kirche im
Neuen Deutschland (Muenchens Juober, 1930).

I———_
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2,
to win the people back to the Church, from which thoy had becoms
separated, o did net thirk of it in politlesl terms but in terms
of the gospel, both individuslly and socially applied., We cextainly
did not corgider tho word "Cermman® in the title as meaning a nationale
igation of Chrlstianity, but simply as meaning that we wanted %o
bring back Germans to the church ."4

The German Christians were hard to protray. They &id not hold
etill long enourh for careful study. _'I‘he: group wos organized after
vhe manner ard patiern of the NMaticnal Socialist party. !ational
Socialiem was chempionsd, defonded, and expounded at Gorman Christe
ion asgenmblies,

It will be helpfl to consider some of the manifostoes deliversd
iy the German Christians, It shows the confusion and the contradlcs
tions that existed, Tnder the hending of "The New Frinciples of the
'Gorman Christians!, The Goel of the Moveaent®, the following was
atateds

WIn the national swaliening in our fatherland the governe
nent has in a wnique mammer found the wey to the German peo=
ple, and the German people have in turn found the way to the
govermnent. One may believe that the German psople, in their
concern for the deepest sources of thoir life and strength,
wish also to find again the way to the Church, The Cerman
Churches must therefore bond their every effort that this
may come to pass, For a German Church which simply stands
alongside(sic) the German pecple is nothing but an empty
ingtitution, She is truly a Christian Church among the Gore
man people only if she is a Church for the German folk, and
if shey; in self=forgeiting service helps the German people

“gacfarland, Charles S. Y o Noy Germany
(Hew i i e m%g‘,%%?. Pe 10 e
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%o recognise and fulfill its calling from Ged,

That is, also, according to repented declarations of
the Hational Chancellor, the vliimate goal of the pressni
loaderchip in the governmente.....ile new govorpment yanta
the Church(sic), and that not in order to have in it a
tractable instrument, bui bocause the govermmont realizes
vhore tho foundationa of a people lie, Along with the
tasiks of pgovermment, the taske of tho Chwrch are therefore
now enormously increased., In the form which the German
Churches have today, they ere not in a position to fulfill
this commission, To give the Gorman Churches a fora vhich
will make them able to render to the Germon people that ser-
vice to vhich thoy are commisslioned by the Gospel of Jesus
Christ is the goal of the movement of foith of the 'German
Christiana¥,

In order to reach this goal we demands 1. A new ginpech
constitution(sic) which shall determine the leaders of the
Churchts 1ifo not acecrding to the demoeratie system of eloc=
ticns, but according to the gualifications which the candie
dates have demonsirated in tho service of the congremnitlons,
2. A wmificd leadership under a gpiritual leader who musth
make, and be respensible for, authoritative decisions.

3. Unica of the evangelical provinecial Churches in one
Cernan Ivangelieal Church(sic), where at tho same time
there shall bz reverent guarding of hisitoriealiy grounded
speeial rights,

fie appeals 1, For the full preservation of the Heforme
ation confegsiona, Wo demand;, however, an expansicn of the
confession in the direction of a sharp repulsion of all
medern false teachings, of marmonism, of Bolshevism, ard of
unchrigtian pacifism.... 3. For the ocoligationa and rights
of all balievars, secured in harmony with the constitution
of the Church, in accord with the purgose of John Henry
¥Wicherns, the father of the Immer Mlsslon., 4. For far=
reaching measures which will make 1t possible for fellow
counsrymon who ora willing to work, who are industriocus
end aspiring, to earn their livellhood honorably and in
goodly saeason tc found a houschold which is German and Chrigte
ian and in vhich joy in tho growth of a happy grouwp of childe
ren guarantees happlness and blossing.....5. Therefora also
for the strong development of Christian charity within the
church,....6. For Christinn gehecls and educntione...7. And
for churchly and German morality and chastity in city and
village, for the sanctification of Sunday, and for the culiie-

tion of every good and plous usaga vhich is rooted in our
race and national character,

¥We pledge ourselvesy -and wo demand this pledge not only
from the officisi bodies of the Church but in additlon therelo
from all evangelical men and women = Lo gerviceg in our chmechos,

We wish to sorve: - through owr Church, cuwr God and thore=
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fore, most effectively, our fntharlnnd.s
(signeod)
MUELLER
HOSSENFELDER
' FEZER
WEICHERT

Compare this proclamation with the following atatenent made by
Bishop Joachim Hossenfelder, and one can see the differonces are more

than just degrees of emphasis, Hossenfolder addressed the German

Christions as followss

We stand on the ground of positive Christianity. We
Confess an affirmative fith in Christ, a faith that
is £ituving for our race, a faith that corresponds %o
the Cerman sopirlt of Luther and to haroic piety.

Wo see in race, naticnality, and nation an ordere
ing of 1ife which God has given and entrusted to us,
which we are to geck to preserve because it is a law
of God, Thorefore nixing racos is to bo opposed,

e sea in the aisslon of the Jews a great danger
for matlonalit:-., It is the dcorusy for the entrance
of foreipn blood into owr national body.

We want to have an evangelical ehwmreh vhich has
ite roots in our natlonality, and we repudiate the
spirit of e Christian worlde-citizonship,..0

Another group that was developing with Nagi blessings was that
Inovm as The Neo-Pagen Croups, The nacs=pagenism of the Deutsche
¢lacublgen groups is a movement that has been classifiod as being
made up of erackpots, initiated and supported by confused, halfe
oducated minds or befuddled intellectuals, The chief concern of this
group was the cultivation of tho 'CGerman way's It was %o be distine=
gulshed from the spirit of all noneHordic psoples and espeoinlly firom

vacfarland, Qp. Git.s pe 109,110, (Ttalics in text.)
a9 Pe 111,

B a0 e
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the foreign spirit of Christianity. Tho following groups are ine
cluded in this clagssificationy  Tho German Faith Movement, Deutsche
Glanbsnsbeweramgs The Hordic Faith Movement, lNordischo Glanbensbowose
ungs The Germanic Faith Fellowship, Germanische Glaunbensgemeinschafis

Though only 3.5 per cont of all Germans cams under the swey of
this movement, the importance of this Neo-pagan Dsutscheglaoubigicolt
cannot be underestimated bscause such poople as Hi:mler, Alfred oo
gsenberg, Baldur von Schirach, Ir. Loy, and Dr. Darre were attached to

the novamentb .7

There are sevoral other things that rmst be kept in mind when cone
pidering the plcture of tho church in Germany. Some of this epplies
ospecially to the Intheran Church, some of it to all Protestant churches,
In the evaluation offered hy one who was on the sconc, there appear to
be indications and hints that may help one understand uly the church
in Germany reacted tho way 1% did to Nazi pressure, It would appear
alzso that alds are offered in gotting e picture of the church which
helpe one understand the tendencies to philosophize in matters of Po-
ligion, The description followss

ruropean Lutheranisam has a history of more. than four
hundred years, It originated on Gorman soil and spread

rapidly frrom there to the Scandinavian countries. Bub

Lutheranlism, true to the claim of itc founder, never roe

garded iteelf a denominational sect. It rather confessed to be
the tirue successor of the church of the carly centuries

7 o :

F. Ljeb, Christ und Antichrist im Dritien Roich, (Pariss Carre=
four, 1936). .H. Semidt, tische Hetvterleuchten, (Verlag der
EvangelischeLutherischen Xirche in Bayorn, Muenchen, 1947).

1 T
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before the Bishop of Rome bacame the recognized )
head of the church. This is most significant, Tt exe
plains in part at least vhy Europcan Luthorans are exe
tranely historically minded. For them the coming of
Pavl %o Eurcpe in the firat half of the first century
is of greatest importance, Therefore thelr profound
intorest in early Chriastianity and its enviromment, such
as languages, philoscphies, religions, and other facets of
culture, Therefore thelr interest also in the Nurther
growth and development of the church....Therafore the ine
Gerest of Turopean Lutherans also in the partistic peried,
in the conversion of the Germanic tribes; in the pro-refor-
mation period, and, above all, in the age of the Zeformo-
ticn.esoPut for them also the pest-reformation period is
importants the age of orthodoxy, pietism; the Aufiaermme,
19th=century liberalism, the resurgence of Biblical tho=
ology since lorld Var I, the ecumoenical mowemont, and
the place of Lutheraniem in the Christian world of thoughi.e.
There are other factors inhorent in Surcpean Luthorane
ien which may not be overlooked, One may not dlsrogard for
instance the training and education of Lutheran pastors
in Puropes In Cormawy there are Kirchliche Hechschulen,
Theologische Hochachulen, and Predigerseminare which ate
tanpt Lo relate the theclogical training offered as closc-
1y and directly as possible to the needs of the Lutheran
parish, Put many students preparing for the Lutheran nine
istry will, and, in countries lilke Sweden, must,; got thelr
ninisterial training in ctateecontrelled universities,
which stress the scientific rathor than the practical age
pact of theologieal training and which, as history shous,
eften tolerate a great latitude of theological views,
There are other major factors which one must bear in
mind in an attempt to understand European Lutheranisn,
There iz the influence of Xarl Barth, who, though he has
unquestionably made Biblical Theology regpectable cnce more
and vho may woll become knowm ag the most brilliant and ine
fluential theologian of the twentieth century, is not a true
iy Lutheran theologian, There are also the inroads on
theclogy by philoscphic thought, .especially Xantianisnm,
Hegelianism, and, in recent ":g::egiweﬂsgnm; tggms
such as Akluell, Freignig, 3] &
church in actu", "the YWord of God in gctu®, wero employed by
Gorman theologians ... .Nor may one overlook the rising
strength of the Bvangelical Chwrch of Germany (FXid) ore
ganized in 1948, which, according to its constitution, is
& fedarstion, but whlch has not heen able to silence the
charges of those who maintain that FXiD is funciioning as
a church, Thero is, furtnermore, the growth of the Ualon
(unierte Eirche), vhich aims to level out all confoasional
consciousnesfeesses ;
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There is a final consideration which the American in-
terpreter of Ruropean Luthoranism musté constantly bear in
mind, This has to do with the operation of the church,
Furopean churches, except Lutheran Free Churches, can harde
1y conceive of the possibility of a church carrying out its
funetions without financiagl assistance from the statCecese
¥herens since Yorld Yar Y, Germany has granted nc proferens=
ticl status to any one form of the Christian faith, the
govermont neverthelesa atill leviea and gathors taxes in
the various statos of Germany and reniias the carmariked a=-
nounty o the ‘headquartors of the regional churches to be
dishursed for salaries of pastora and executive officials
of the churcheessestha effect of thia arrangement has been
that in many instances pasiors are gquito unawore of their
apiritusl responsibilities as shepherds of the flock of
Jesug Christ and perform th 12 duties of their ealling in an
utterly perfunctory marmer,

¥e briefly alluded to EKID above. Ve should comsider it a bit
mors slso bringing VELED into the picture, FXiD or Zvangelische
Kirche in Deulsclhiland and VELED or Vereinlgte Evangeligche Luthope
dache Kirche peutschlands represent two union movements in Germany,

As early as 1900 an appeal was made for a union of all Lutherans on
the basis of Lutheran Confessions, MNothing come of this sppeal,
After World War I, confessional consclousnoss had been weakened by
liborelism so that an appeal for union on a confessional basis was
not acecoptable,

Under the attacks on tho part of Hitler and the Fazis, and the /
noo=pagan philosophios advocated by the leadors of Natlonal Socialism,
the desire arocse in tho churches to unite for the purpose of proteo-
tion, MWorld Var II arrested the movement, However, Frotestant groups

SPaul M. Bretacher, "leview of ?Bad Boll! Conferences," Concorw
dla Theological monthly, XXV (Fovember, 1954), 8P=il.
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had beon drawn together more closely. FPlane were dravm in 1945 and =
exocuted in 1948 for a union of Pretestant churches, EEKID brought
together Lutherans, Reforned, and Evangelicals (United) into one
body.

There was no gulch solution to the problems that confronted
these groups, The questicn needed to be solveds will EXID Himcetion
as a church or as a federoition? The constitution specifies that
UKD is a federaticn, not a church, of Lutherans, Reformed, and
Frvangelieels (United) Churches, The Free Churches 4id not join the
federation on confesglonal grounds,

Cver=againgt this organization another was proposed by some of
the territorial Luthoran churches who opposed the mmionism of EKID,
The proposed organization of VELED would be based on Tutheran Confese
aiong, especially the Unaltered Augsburg Confession and ILuther's Small
Catechisn, In view of the fact thaity Confesslions are so wariously re=
ceived,; one can see that VELKD would have great difficulties to surw
mount. One author sayse

There are Lutherans in Turope vho subscribo to all

Lutheran Confessions end who take then most sericusly.

Thore are others vho at their ordination ware pledged

en the entire Bock of Concord, but who do not take 1%

geriounly, There are 2till other Lutherans in Ewrope

who subscribe to all the Confessions except the Formula

of Comcord, Thare are yet others who subscribe only to

" the Augsburg Ccnfession and Lutherts fmall Cetochiam,

For some the Augsburg Confession is primarily a legal

end politieal dooument....There are, finally, Lutherans

in Furcpe who pay hardly more than lip searvice to the Cone-
fessiona.?

9m‘et50har’ mo mo’ Do w.
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Pafore bringing this sccllon to a closey; we must honestly admit
that church-1ife in genoral was at a low ebb. The church had lost its
hold on the pecple, Thero was vary poor attendance at the church cer
vices, The people lkmew tho church was therce for them whenever they
were ready to use i, Thelr share of the tax was uzed %o suppert the
church, ¥any felt it was oll right tc be a member, but it was not
noceasary Lo taks things too seriously. In any owventy; the church was
there for bapitisma, confirmations, weddings, end funerals, After all
these vere the things to do, Hoyond that, many pecpio tock no inter=
est in the church, People neglecied thelr spiritual well-being. While
nominel chuwrshemembership in the individual congrepgutiocns was very large,
the paghtoral office was understaffed. It was well-nigh imposeible te
check on dolinouents, to maike {he necessary house calis, and to carry
on tha Imporiunt Seel-gopio,

One nwst also consider that German churches were reaping vhat vas
soun by 1iberal thoologlans through a liberel theology and philosoplty,
We think in terms of Pictism, Ratlonalism, Higher Critlcism, Relativism,
and Neo-paganisno,

Pietism as a movement in the chureh, was a protest against, ubat
many concidored a dead-orbhodoxy,— an over-emphasis on doctrine, es=
pecially on the doctrine of justificatiorn at the expense of sanciifle
eation. While meny persons contributed to its rise, Phillp Jacob Spener
(1635-1705) bacame a leader in the Pististic movement, In his Pla
he made 6 proposals as the means of getting new life into

/
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the church,

3 (1) The agmeat nnii thorough study of th((a gi.ble
n private meetings, geclasiolas in ecclesias (2) The
Christian priesthood boing un:l.verEEl, the laity should
share in the spiritual govermmont of the Churchy (3)
A knouledgo of Christfianliy muot be atiended by the
practice of it as 1ts Indispensalile sign and supploments
(4) Instend of meroly didactic, and often bitier, ate
tacks on the hetorcdox and unbelievers, a sympathetic
and kindly treatment of themp (5) A reorganization
of the theological training of the wmiversitios, give
ing more prominence to the devotiomal life; and i%)

a differant gtyle of preaching, namely in the place of
pleasing rhetoric, the implanting of Christianity in
the Immer or new man; the soul of vhich ig faith, ond
its eoffects the fruits of life, This work produced a
gront impressicn throughout Gormayny.i0

Some immodiatoly tcol over the whole program, This even though
Pietion alac had its wealmess and sponsored soveral errors. Fietiom
sponsored chicfly three fundomontal errorss

{1) The concept plety 12 separated from the means
cf pgraco and thus placed in a false relation %o religion
and ‘salvationy (2) “he concept orthodoxy is misundor
stood and misapplied, so that indifferentism with repard
%o normuative information firom Holy UWrit is underestirmated;
(3) There Is erronocous teaching on the concepts gpirif
and lotter, apirit and flesh, OCub ol these errors grew
a contonpt for the mesns of grace, an underestimaticn of the
offico of the Christian ministry, mixture of sanctificoe
tion and juatificationm, chﬂi.fm, a false mysticiem, and a
general schismatic attitude,

Cut of the movement developed also a greater amount of rationalisation
which finelly contributed to the rise and development of raticnalism,
The movenzeont and especially ite errors left its maric on Coyman thoolo=
gy end go alao on the German people,

10
"Pie‘bim" :n?ﬂm Vol. 3 e (M Yori:s
The Emvclopadia'm'%- ca _Gompazw,l 1:91%?. :

;. Lucker, Luiberan Gyclopedia (Saint Louiss Concordia Publishe
ing House, 1954), p. 818.819.
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Raticraliom is a torm applied to any system in vhich human
ronaon {9 not only 9et up as tho chief source of knowledge, but
alaso as tho final oriterion of knouledge. The rationalist is
camonly thought of ao one who refuses %o accept the Bille az the
inerrant and infullible Vord of CGod, The rationalist concludes
That modern histordeal and archeological investigation make it un=
roasonable to accept the Bilkile as a book of supermatural origin,
and that its storles are not be conoidered trve in a literal sense,
Thus for axamples "The story of tha creation in the book of Genesis
is shown fron the point of view of chronologys Yo be a poetic or sym-
bolic account by tho discovery of civilisations of much groater
nntitn:i'b:f."14

Within the Christian Chrchy, rationalism usually accepted as
rovealed the findanental facts of the ereed; vwhile thorough-going
rationalisn donied the supernaturnl, As it partioularly fits into
the frame-worl: of this thesis, we think of rationalism as followed
by many Gorman theologians and Bible scholars from about 1740 to
1236, maticnalism in the clmrch wvas linked %o the intellectuat
novament called the Enlightorment (Aufldaermme). Comsiderable suppert
for the movement was gained from English deists, from the Flebictay,
and the French gsprits forts., The latter; es woll as others, had
delivered strong atiacks against the idea of the supernatural origin

Linangionalisn®, The Encvlcopedis Britannica, Vol. XXITI. (New
Yorks The mycloper'lia Britannica Company, 1911), p. 926,
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of the Sceriptures. Scmelimes considered the first great rationalist,
Je B¢ Samler, uainteined that true religion springs firom the Individe 7.
ual soul, He attacked the authority of the Bible, Fventually, he :
considered the Bible just another ancient doewmemt, Kant gshowed this T
apirit on the philosophical side in his "Die Relizlon lmerhalb der
Grenzen der blossen Yorpunft (1793) in which he set forih his idea of
Yernnfi=glavben, Religion as a result was reduced to a system of
morals., Though in time German theology attempted to return to a more
positive Christianity, the influence of rationalism on religion in
Goermany prevailed, and sventually made its contribution towards the
aceeptance on the part of many people in Germany of the new ideas
sugpested by National Socialiem,

German churches were reaping what was sown by liberal theclogians
and philosophers, Higher criticism contributed to this and to a
weak and indiffersmt church., Ve are thinking of higher eriticism
vhich ignored and directly denied statements of the Bible which beawm
on the questions of authorship and origin of the varioua books of the
Bille, Higher critics also denied the necessity of having faith in /-'
the miraculous origin and content of the Biile. The idea of relatie
visn plays into the picture of a decadent church life, Relativism ine
dicates the theory which saya that truth may wvary from individual to
individual, "Enowledge is relative to the mind which knows it; the
content of which the mind is avare is relative to past experiencesj
moral codes are roelative to culture and mperienea."ls

15E.II. Il“ﬁkal" Q. &-, Pe 96._
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A weakened Christian consclousness was also subjoected to the onw
elaugh.s of a virulont neo=paganism under the directicn especisolly of
M fred Acsenborz, Hosenberl was a high portr leader uandor Hitler,
He became the high priost of a theory uhich was fundamentally opposed
to the teaching of Josus Chrisi, He prepared two elaborate veluses

entitled The iwth of the Twenbleth Contury, The work roceived wide
distribution. IH proosed a new religlous ideal vmder tho name of
Mythus. Hot a few people were asking the questlon:

Woe ist elgentlich der Mythus? i

Ucber diese Frage verooffentlisht Universitactaprofesser
Dr, Faul Schnable, Halle, in der Mitieldeutschen Mationalzoite
wme?! vom 4. Mi. 1935 u. a. folgenda Ausf"uehrlmgen. ssse:

In gowlsaen Sinne ist der Nationalsozialisnus eine Religlom,
denn or verlangt won seinon Anhaengern nicht, daas sie ven
dor Richtigkelt soinor I.ehre ucberzough oind, sondern dusz
gio en gie glanien,

Der Fationalsoziglismus hat, wie jede Religiom, seins
8ittonlehre, soine Ethli, Sie liegi uns sunaechst in Kiase
gischer Formn gepraegh vor in don Ausfuchrungen des Fuchrers
ucbor den arischen Menschen in seinem Duche 'Moin Hampft,
dann in Alfred losenbergls Werk, %iythus des 20, Joahrhune
derts?,

- Der Glaubs, der lythus des Deutmchen wnd inbesondere
des lationalsozialisten, ist alsc die Fhre der deutschen
Vation, Diocsem Grmundbegriff des Nationalscsislismis hat der
Tlationalaozialist allea andere uwntorzuordnen and hat alles
zu opfern, was danit iIn Widerspruch stehit order in 'idere
gpruch kommt,.

Jede Lehre, die: irgendwo anders herkommend, sei os aus
oiner anderen Weltanschauung ois der des Hationalsozlalise
mus,; so der juedischwliberalistischen, oder aus elne Relie
gion, sic es der kathollschen order der cwangelischen, hat
in der Gesinvung des Nationalsozialisten, der seinem Fuchrer
die Trouwe geschoren hat, gegemuelor diesem Glauben des Now
tionalsozialismus zurueckzutreten und musz ilm ruccksichislos
geopfort werden,

Weltanschauliche oder Glaubonskonflickie dari es fuer
den Mationanlsozialisten ueherhaupt aicht goben, ¥z hat su
bofolgen was sein Fuehrer ihn lehrt, Tut er es nichi, vor-
sucht er, die Lehre der Partei mit Lehron su vereinigen,
die aus anderen Weltanschauung=n oder aus anderen Zeligionen
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gtammen, die in immerem Kampf stehen mit dem latlonale

aozinliamu.s, dar_m ?_nt 1en:i.' aun dor Partel auamwfgaidan,

denn er lat inncrlich koin Fatilonalsomialist,

In other words, TAccept as official and binding these n&w pagan
ideologlos, and, whenever a conflict beiwesn thsse and any other
basic congiderations develops, drop cverything els2, and hold on
to these,® In view of the fact that one was 2ithor a party
nomber or 2lse, there can be ne other conclusicn poasitle then this
that hore was an alleout attompt to remove among other things the
basic consideorations of the Chrigtian religion,

As one considers the reacticn of German people to Hitlexr®s new
idoans, and particulady as these influenced church 1ife, one must keep
in the considera%ion the foregoing consideraticns, With them in
mind, one is able to view the church struggle from a more definite

point of view,

16H| SChﬂIid’ mn _c_i_-i.’ Pe L2,




CHAPTER IV

THS CHUACH RIAISTS THE HAZIS

Spoculations concerning the plans of the Nezis for the Church
of Germany =re many. As we view the evidence, there can ha no guese
tion but that Hitler wanted cn2z united church for Sermany, vhich
church must fit into his plans for c-emw.l However, he could not
hope tn accomplish that with ome of his many distatorial pronounco-
ments, He tried to build up to thet oventual oondition, and aB we
re~construct the pileturs, certain items stand out in bold ra2lief,
It iz quite apparent that the first things that he dosired wore to
placate the feara of theo Chnwwrch leaders, and to reecssure the faithwe
£l church membors, 3o far as the Roman Catholic Crarch was concorne
ed, the matber was accomplished by the signing of the Ucucordat bo=
tween the Reich govermment and the Vatican, July7, 1'9.'53.2 This Cone
cordat confirmed the Concordats alraady mentioned.> So far as the
Protestant Churchss were concaerned, the program was %o bo accanplighe
ed by the use of pious, sanctified expresslons and scme definiie prro=
nises on the relationship between the Hew Stato and tho Church, The
Twenty-fourth article of the Party Frogram read ag follouss

We demand frecdom for all religious creeds in the

1rdolf Hitler, My Now Order. (Wew Yorks Reynal and Hitchcoel,
19&)' p. 187.

2\bert Hyna, 0Og. Clies De 229
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State, in so far as they do not endanger ite

oexiegtence or offond againet tho noral and othie-

cal sense of the Ga/manie race, The party as

such roprosents the standpoint of positive

Christianity wvithout bipding ltself to anyone

parbicular confeasion.®
Hitler, in an address on Fetwuary 15, 1933, opoke ag follows in
Stubtgarts "National Soclalisr....rogerds Christlanity as the une
shakable foundaticn of the morals and moral code of the mi'.ion."s
i3iler nlsc axorted a great deal of influence by the specch delivorw
ed in tho Garrison Church at Potaden on March 23, 1933. Many CGorw
mana did not consider this merely anothor polltleanl speechy; but one
in whieh the newly appointed Chane-llor would prosent the lines of
dircetion of tho new governuent., Thoy adjudsed that Hitler stated
hig policy concerning the rolationghip of the Stete and the Church
with svch woual solemnity as to give the impressicn that it was
o be & fundamontal law of the State, The Fuehrer declarods

“he Mational Govermmont repards the two

Christinn Confossions ao important foctors in

the pregermition of ouwr netionality. It will

raspact the treaties made betwoen them ond the

States. Dub 1% hopes and expects that ito work

for the moral and sthieal renewal of the German

mation will be equally resapected by the Churches,

The right of the churches o cmemtg in oduce~

tion will be assured snd guarantoad W

Thoso and other siatemonts were made Yy Mitler and other high office

!’:{om'ad Heldeny Op. Cit., pe ig,

Jpaolf.iitder, Qp. Cik., Do 157.

Skonrad Holden, Qp. Cit., pe 325
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inls of tho Relch in order to allay the fears of the Church and they
succeeded., Roading history baclwards, or, judging on the basis of owr

more complete information, we can see that Hitler did not mean %o bo

:
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bound by such proniges; bub that he made pronises which were convenient
at the particular moment., As Chancellor, he made premiges which ag
Popty Leader ho had no intentions of keeping., Forthormorz, when Hite
ler spoke cbout Christianity, ho was thinking of en entirely differont
ecncopt fivom thet of the Church, IEven the Gnwch realized thet afber
a short tire, Howaver, ab the bogimning of 1933, Hitleor?s stabtoments
were accopted at face value, The Church wvas deceivedy but so verc mow
ny othor people including mational govermments thrawhiout the world,
I% would soom o bo wise to ref-ain fron pointing the finper of scorn
apainat the CGorman Church, as though Protestentise had bowed tho knoe
to fitler.

The nert step undertaken by the Masis in thoir Church program was S
to attempt %o osteblish one Church. Hitler wanted one Church to it /j
in with his idea of on¢ nation, one langnage, one church, In a speech
of July 22, 1933, Hitler saids "If it is at all possible tho place
of the many Twangelieal Churches should bLe taken by a united Reichs=
Wirche,"7 Hitler desired that Germany should have one matlonal church

(Relchskirche) with a national bishop (felchabischof) st ite head, and /)
that £t ochonld be subservient to the State. This latier point ho owe

Tpdolf Hitler, Qpe Cltes Do 167
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pressed in & speech on July 22, 1933, sayings "Tho poworful State
can ocnly wish Go exiend its protection to such roligious organizations
as can in their turn bocome of use to 1.8 Tventunlly, 1t was not
nercly to be a union of all Protestantsy buit, once the Protestants had
besn brought togethor, of the Protestants and the Roman Catholics,
Threats were being made early in 1933 that the Proteatants would be
comordinated,

Az a matter of protection, the Geonoral Suparintondent of the
fhoinlnnd, Dr, Zollnor, issued a call on March 13, 1933 ontitleds
Spufeu? sur Samidune dop Lutheraner,® a rally ery for the assembling
of Lutherans. Bspecially those Lutherars vho were consciocus of thelr
heritage, united in a closely Init organization under the leadership
of the Davarian bdshopy, Dr. Hans Melser, Sinilar organizations were

ffacted in oiuher statos and provinces, This was followed Ly a umion
of all Protestant Churches who elected Fastor D. Fritz Dodelschuwingh
ag loader and possible future Relchgbischofe Since Bodelschwingh
wag well-lmown and highly respocted in Church circles, his appointe
nent was received with a great deal of rejoicing by the congregations,
and it was hopad that the Church guesiion had been solved to the satis-
faction of also the Ilazis., Thip hope did not materialise, for Hitler
refused 4o accept Bodelschuingh, and the Hazis did nct desire such a
purely churchly sottlement of the problem.9

Ve have mentioned the Deutsche Chrviston ond have given a tried

lep De 18%7.
%of. p. 18 2¥.
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doscription of the basic characteristics of this organization. It
seeng as thovgh a transformation had boen taking placo within the ore
ganization so that the nmmo Deutsche Christen came to have s parbty
designation., Formally, and in the most emct manner possible, it
duplicated the organization of the IBDAP, undor the leadership of
the radical Pastor Hossenfelder., After but a short time, the groun
whoze main interest was national or politicaly, began to oxercise the
controlling influence in the organization. Tho real activists of the
organization were those who were enamourad of National Sceialism,
and they began to advance the ideas of identifying the Church and the
State. Openly and secretly, they scught to use the Church with all
of its romifications in order to bring letionsl Soeialism to a fWll
vietory in Cormany, oven bringing 1t into control of the religlous
elemonis in the Gorman Beich, The Roman Catholic Church ims not too
seriously aflected by all this at this {time, partly because of its
owm closely-knit organisation, and because 1% scoms that at this time
the main emphases were directed apainst the Protestant Cmrch, Hite
ler enlioted the aid of the German Christians in oxder to help solve
the church nroblem. A% the head of the German Christians was Hossens
folder, who has been choracterized as a radieal pastor " vwho is the
champlon of "Corman' Lutheranism as opposod to 'forelm? Calvinisn, 10

10¢onrad Hoiden, Qpe Gltes Pe 254e
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Howevery, resistance to Hossenfolder on the part of the Church wms so
great that Hitlor removed him fron office and appointed Ludwig Muoiler,
Yueller was a chaplain in the jeichswohr and a personel friend of
Hltlords from Bast Prusslia, lMueller was named as supreme hoad of the
German Chrietians. The public in general knew ve ¥y little about Muele
ler. He hed been acquainted with the Fuchrer since 19273 and, shortly
after the organization of the German Christians, he had been appointed
as the national !-.cader of the Church party in Bast Prussia, He had
discussed the problems of a United Twvangelieal Church in great detail
with Hicler in April, 1933, Soon after this he was nade Hitler's cone
fidenty with fell power to act, in the affairs of the “vangelical
Church, This was a questionaoble procedure since the Church had leale
ers, both progressive and sound, in the various church boards and come
nitteesy leadors, moreover, who wore obligated mot to the politlesl
progran, bubt to the spirit of the Christian Churck. The uneasiness in
the Church increased when Ur, Jager, a lawyer, bound solely by party
principles, was appointed %o the Frussian "lultusministeriwa® with
pover to act in the interest of the Cowrch., It was quite clear to the
Church that only political considerations were tc be weighed in future
congideration, and as a reosult of this convictiony Bodelschwingh felt
hineelf constrained to resign from the position of honor bestowed uwpon
him, This he did at the synod of the German Evangelical General Church
Committee in EBisenach. on June 24, 1933. On Sunday, July 2nd, the Swase
tikas were run up on Protestant Church, However, a show of right and
constituticnaiity was maintained, for a now election with raspect to

the representavive organa of the Chuxrch were to be held in order
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to asecortain theo will and wish of the Chwrch menmbors, The real

congideration was not to ascortnin the wishos and the needs of the
congregations, nor a desire to present a form of Church life which
was more in conformity with the Gospels 1% was newrely a pelitical
move conpidered to be expedient for tho party.

In coumioction with tho cleciion, no allowance was made for a

e e T R T

real proparation for the eleationg; nor for a canvass in behalfl of
the platform "Church and Gospel®, the platform adopted by the Church
in oppositicn to the platform of the Deutsche Christen, Time for
thorough instruction of the congregations ag to the rzal issues ot ?
otaie was nob given, Omn the contrary, the election waz to take place
within eight duys of its annourcenent. Furthormore, although the
mest binding pranises concerning the rights of the Church had beon
givony although, simulioneous with tho proclamation of the olection,
every attompt to influones the covrse of voting from the outside was
forbiddeny and although the again and faithful Relchspresident Hine
deniurg had reminded Hitler of the uncurtailed rights of the chuxchy
the clectionas held on the 23rd of July were under dirsct and tremens

dous prossure, For example: in June the house of the Evangelical

Props Association in BerlineSteglits and also the office of the Church

Council in Berlin were entered and soarched by one branch of Hitlerf?s |
police, On Jume 17th, the secret police in Derlin confiscated pamphe |
lets and publicaiions concerning the proposed Evangelical Church eloc= |
tion, To no little consternation of the German Church psople, because

of the ease with which the leading statesman set aside his oun promise,
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Hitler delivered an addrese on the eve of the election over a nations
uide yadio network in vhich he gave an explicii and cne-sided recomne
mendation to wote for the Germnn Coristionst although he himsolf was
& Roman Catholic, In cortsin locnlitles, the attempts at influencing
the eloction took: on more drestic forms, At any rate, the desired ro=
turns carwe in to headquarters .:!'2 in general, the Church Committecs
vore constitvied by the CGermen Christlians; a result cartuinly not dee
eired by the Congregations, nor indleative of an early soltlement of
the church problem, 0N the basis of this corrupt eleciion, represen= / ,f’
tatives of the Frotestant Churches assembled at Wiitenborgz on Septone
ber 27, 1933, clected Ludwig Muellor as the Reichsbischof, There can
be no thought of real zssent of the churches in ihis election, Sine=

cerg Christians were dvmbfounded, Talthful church circles felt there

selves deceived and betrayed; therefore, opposition bogan to devaiop
in the church, A% first, the opposition arose on the part of the
leaders of the congregations, Fastor Martin IHemellor, Berlinelzahlen,
organized the "Efgrrernotinmd®s and in lurbtemberg, 150 pastors declare : |
ed their secesaion from the German Christisns. Indignation in the Reich |
rose, There wms no longer a particular need for the pastors and proftse

sors %o spur on the indigration, The congregations themselvos rovecled

'; their outraged feolings, so that Muellier hinself, in order to presarve

L the fictitious title of Heichsbischof had vo sever his relations with
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the Germen Christians. He did not, howover, suceeed In gaining the
confidence of the Church, The Chur-h objected to his campletely ar-
bitrary methods, his complets indifference to the established rights
and ordinances of the Church, his syston of aping the principles of
vho IB2AR and of the new State leadership, Yei, he wanted to try once
more, He pounced upen a rather simple means of wmifiying the church,
The individuel provincial church organizations were simply mado nmeme
bers of (eingepliedert), the German Chriatiansy contvary te thelr
willy withoub eonsideration of thelr historicel beckground, « by a
stvoke of the pem, by an administrative act, Mucller wms prepared te
use foree if nocossary, nelther was he deterred oy the decision of
the Berlin State Courty; Yo. I, which dec]zarea his action mull and woid
on April 13; 1934, Mueller, apparently, chcae tc ignore the facd that
the virulont hater of Christianity, Allred Rosenbergy in Jenuary, 1934,
was enbtrusted by Hitler with the complete "geisiigen und Weltanschaue
lichen Schulung des deutschon ‘%‘ol‘v:es“l3; forr he still remained loyal to
the Party. The Farty had dlscovered that it could vse himy indeed, not
for the proper reorganization of the Church, but o promote the destiruce
tion of the Ivangelical Church, One wonders uvhether he realized that he
wao a traitor, The opposiiion to luellert's church policies became so
great that even parly members saw that thore could be ne thought of a
simple "Gleichschaltung® of the Churchy nor of using the Church in or=--

13yebersichy Ueber den Kirchenkamn? (Bayern, Ansback: Zv. Luth,
Landeskirchenraty 1945,, Pe Te.
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dr to strengithen or anchor the Party. The "Pfarrormotbmmd™ semt the
Reichablschof the names of 6,000 pastors vho expressed a vote of "no

confidence® in their bishop, Throuthout the 7Jwelich, the eongrogations
were strengthened for the conflict by means of spacial confessional
gervices .14. Howevor, the attacks on the church by the farty did not
coase, A violont atiach was made on the provincial bishop D, Melser
in the furnberg, Pranicischer Tagezeitune, entitled: fhwmy with Bishop
De Melsory He has become unfaithful, and a breaker of nromises] His
actions are contrary toc the welfars of the penple."15 It vas written
by Cavloiter Karl Hole and the atyle and contents are indicative of
the deep feclings, This ocourred on September 16, 1834,

On the following Sunday, September 16, 1034, aftor the service
in St, Motthowte Church In Mmich, at which D, leiser preached, & doe
monstrotion took place in behalf of the maligned bishop. The crowd
noved to the office of the Church Council and them to the Browm House

in Munich. The:sama procadure was repented in Avgusburg vhere D. Melser

144 pandnill dated Bayreuth, 9 May 1937 proclaimss Tvangelischer
¥irchentag. Uer Goti dor Mahrheit will redon su don MNonschen der Copgone
warte Fr hat dor Kirche Jesu Christi hefohlen, selne Botschafi zu hoer=
en, darvbor sur Besinnung su kommen und sie zu beseugon, Unter diesem
Befehl steht auch der XKirchentag in Dayreuth an 9 Mai 1937, Alle (lied-
er wmserer Hvan, Kircho sind eingoladen daran teilmimehmon, Vorabeds
Samstegy den 8 Mai in der Stadtkirchey 20 Ulr: "der Monschensuchsnde
Gott.® Oberkirchonrat Sarmetreuther, Muenchon., 16 Uhrsg "die Fiblefrage
in der deutachen Jugend®, Studienprofesscor Oberdorfer, Murmberg. 30
Uhrs "Boichte und Seelaorge®, Suporintondent Hahn, Drsaden,

15:_. I‘Wh‘ Meﬂmme@t’ mo E&.’ Pe 10,

178 TR

Il

el a1

P v———




&7
preached in the crowded Barfuszer Church, The wave of protest was
especially high and strong in Hurnberg, On Monday, September 17, 1934,
outrapged members by the thousands assembled in the thres largest churche
es, Tho surprised and astounded bishop rushed to Furnberg. On the
next ovening, Oborkirchenwet Daumiller found the large St. Lorenz Church
of MWarnberg £illed to overflowing, On Vednesday, the fifteen churches
of Hummberg wore filled once more. During these deys, 1C00 gpecinl serw
vices were held, 400 of ¢ em in the Ansbach circult alone.26 The ote
tacks on the church did not etop, evon in the face of the protests,
Bishon D. Yfurm was placed under hcuse arvost from tho sixth to the
tuentywaixth of October, 1934 for steadfasily refusing to rocognizé
the "Eingliedesuns® in Stuttgart. VWalle D, Meiser was absent from
Munich, 2r, Jager with several puards entercd the Church Councills ofe
fice on the eleventh of Oclober, Bishop Meiser wme placed under house
arrest from Qctober 12-26, Once more a great storm of protost arcse,
ineluding a strong protest by come vetorans of the Party wearing the
golden party insignia, Eight Inmdred Muernmbergers went to Mumich to
visit thelr ceptive bishop, but were not permitted to see hin, On the
16, Cotober, after services, which had completely filled the two large
churches, St. Sebald and St. Lorens(iurnborg), some 16,000 people
gathered in the Hitler Platz for a solemny earnest and determined pro=
clanation apaingt the unjust ettacks against the church, On the follow=
ing dayp, all the postors of Mmmberg and Furih were ordersd to appoar

Wry, Luth, Landeslkirchenrat, QOp. 2it., pe 10.
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for a hearing., As apoleoman, Dauniller presemted gll of the acts of
the Etate which had preeiplioted suvch disturbances and asked for o cone
rection, AfGer the hoering, evsn Stirelcher recommendsd to the Tazls
that they had better leave the Church alones, or, at lesst, it mas
necessury to try other neoans, Dlchops Whum snd Melser were relcasedy
Jager wes remevad frem hic poslitliong and Muller was forced Yo rowoke
Ila orders of ginsliicderun#.

on July 16, 1935, the State organised a Relchs Chmreh Minlstry ..
der the former minister without portfolilo Xerrl, The confessisially
foithfpl ohurch formed a loose orpganizaticn umder Disher Marahwens of
lannover, HMinister Herrl, toc a certaln cmient, saw the justice of the
¢laf 5 of the JZwan, Church and tried to help, but he was sabetaged by
other departucnts of the State, MNore and mers siristor atiacks wers
vade upon ths Church, These were Intended to foree the Churck to o
badience over against the Mazla, .mong others, thcae thlugs occurreds
Rudolph Ness on Apeil 17, 1936 forbade all party officers to have mome
bership in a churchy in June, Bibleo colporbeurs werc forbkidden to work
cnerch programs covld be held only in Church bulldings; Minister cf Ddue
caticn fusty forbade the theological faculiles from taking any open
position in the Guureh conflict; Hiemoeller wos placed Into a conconirae
tion camp, &g were other pastoras pastors were forbidden the right o

speuik, or vere armesled, or were cul off firom financial supnori, stc,

The statement of Dr. Loy, made on July 7, 1936, did nct come as a surw
prise o amyone. He salds "Here on earth, we belisve only in Adolf
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m.-u.or."” Fverynhore preasswro was increased to got the party meme
bers out of the church, especially also to soparate the Hitler Youth
from the Church, Significant wme o statement on the signboards of the
Lormer HMitlor Youth at Halle, rendings
thero are the onemies of our Hitler Youth?

Thoy are the religious fanatics, who still today

£all on tholr knees with wistful locks dircected

wward, who spend thelr time attending churches

and praying. Wo, as Hitler boys, can rogard cnly

with contempt or derision you people uho still today

run o their ridiculows Tivangelieal or Catholic

clubzs %o give themselvei up to eminently superiliee

s religious revaries, g

Suddenly o ray of light and hope appearad. Hitler, on February
15, 1937, gave pormission for an eloction of a now Gomeral Syncd, The
cnnouneenont was received with miwed feolings. People were wondoring
vhether this e just arother Urick o gain conirol of the church by
neans of a ghow of right, or uhother it wes really an indication of
2 new turn of oventa, A movoment in the church was started, but thore
was no such enthuslisam as in the fall of 1934. A movement of such pro=
portions wms proctleally out of the question, thile the Church had boen
forbidden the right to rofute false ideas and laws, the Masis wend
right on pagsing and promoting falge laws and ideas, Incrsasingly,
the Church had hed tc endure acts of terrorisation from the Gootapo,

Thers wao some cvidence of activiiy on the part of the Church, Fastor

17Ev. Luth. mnaeﬂkil'ehmt’ mo gho’ De i1,

18pociments for the year 1936, Carnogiec Fndowment for Poace,
Division of Intercourse and Education (iew Yorks 1936).
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Holmut Rerrn, firom tho office of the Murnberg Yolkemisaion wrote a
boollot Mein Doutschiand, Hohin? in which he tried to chow the problems
facing the Church as well as the duty of tho Church in the face of these
problems. 700,000 copies of the book were distiributed, possibly the

largest circulation over reached by a church publicaiion in Cormany. | /

It was a testimony to the faot that the Church had net succumbed, IS

is thought that Pastor Kerrn was saved from a terrible fate Ly the fach
that he wes called up as a reserve officer to gervs on tho Easierm Front,
Thore, as a company cormmander, he was sericusly wounded and dled in the
hoopital in Pucharest towards the ond of 1941, Ome wonders houmuch

his booklet might have influencod HiXler for the eloctions were nover
held,

Instoad, the attacks and recriminations againgt the Gnzeh were J

steppod w, Open defamation of the Churchy terrorisation, nct only of
pagstors, but increasingly of members of congrogationsy de=Christianizoe
tion of the schovlos religlous instruciion relegated o inconvenient
timesy teoachers forbidden to give further instruction; pastors permit=-
ted to give religicus instruction only after they_hud been examined as
to thoir aryan ancestry and their political trustworthinessg reduced
time for religlcus instructiony in places, as in Wuritemberg, the teache
ing of 0ld Testamont storics wme to be especially ridiculed, because
they would not do so, 700 paators19 vere denicd the right to teachjp
Christien school prayers wore forbiddeny crueifixes wore removed from

192v. Luth. landeskirchenrat, Qo Cit.s Pe 16e
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schools, slthough in certain localities, t ls activity had %o be
haltod because of local preossures the right to rear children s withe
dravn from tho Church by Resenberg in an erder dated Docember 12, 1937.
"icht clmeW, says a reprosentative of the Church, "glofste Sorge umd
Bupoerung in Welten Kwelsen dos deutschen Volkes su erregeng das sich
tmotz allem in der Volksgachlung vom 17. 4. 1939 zu 95% alac zu einor
elrdatlichen Kirche gehoerig bekamte 0 FRurthor acts includeds the
clozing of the Theological Schocl of Bethels definite teandency was o
gheim Yo place men on the faculiles in all schools who were subserviont L//
to the Hazisg the suppression of the Chwrch Pressy all porsons doptns
dent upon the State were forbidden to partieipate in Confessional Ome
ganisationoy 800 pastors taken into custodys reprisals of all Ikinds,
Sueh wore the moasures which tho Hazis omployed to malke the Church sube
mit to the hated "Gleichschalbtung,” In spite of mumorous threats not
nentioned, the Church 4id not give up resistancey; although it must be
adiitiod that it was beeoning a token resistance,

While this side of tho picture is given, no attenct is made to
vhite-wash the Church, as though all in the Church were oppesed to Iite
ler¥s programe The fact is that many pastors and profossors sided with
the Deutsche Christen, @.f.; B. Hirsch, snd others, Mahareus? roll :’;n
the wnfolding pictwre was not so gloricus, Nany fubherans were weaks
fell in with tho ideas of the Partys vied for recogmition in the Pariy.
Some reformed leaders appeared to be much stronger in their opposition.

With the outbreak of the war a nev tendency was started. There

20pv, Luth. Landeskirchonrat, QOp. Cib., Pe 18.
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could be ne opon attacks against the Church, as they had formerly been
mades nor ecculd the leaders in the Church lead open attacks against the
State, This was war] All were engaged in battle, everyone had to maie
sacrificeos, This did not, hovever, prevent the Hazis from trying 4o

make the Church fall into line with their proposed progran, The Iasi
loaders developed all sorts of regulations, restrictions, eto., and
mve oo rogsons for them: theseo measures are necossary for the succedsw

i prosocution of the war, Under this heading they forbade the pastors

the publiching of names and addvesges of thelr members in servicej pase :
tore were forbldden to send thelr soldier-members in service any relige

icus materials, lsot they lunlerfere with the mythical Chaplainta Corpsg

pastors verce not allowed to. follow their members who were at the various |
labor c:unpsgl; church bells were conflecatedy the ringing of the remalne !
ing bells wap restricteds the Church Press wasg coampletsly abolished,

es they sald ™regen kriegsbedingte Arbeits-und Paplerersparnis M22

In a circular letter the Sgichserziclumgsminister Rusi, dated Marchg

1920, stateds Miit Auadksicht auf die Frfordernisse des Zrieges und

fuer die Dauer desselben der Religlonsumiterricht an den oberen Klassen

der hocheron Schulen weber das Volisschulalter hinaus® beselitiigt uarde.23

m'nocments for the Year 1937, Carnegle Endoument for Internation=
al Peaco, Division of Intercourse and Edueation (YNow York, 1937).

22Ev. Luth. Landesiirchenrgt, Qoe Clt.s Pe 19«
2
2, v. 2.
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The Church, in addiiion, now had to be very careftl in its acilvie
2des, lest it be accused of boing umpatrictic, and by such accusation /
lose all that it had boon @iriving to retain. The Church was in tros -~
mendous diffloulties, Tho fact that the Church nmay have brought sme
of these Gifficulties upon herself by hor owun weakness, did not lessen

the burdon of these difficulties,




CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS

On the one hand, leaders of Protestanmt churches spoke as followss

Jetzb, wo sich der Diruck zu loesen begimnt, ist
wm nicht rulmvolle zu mute, Aber wir duerfon doch
nicht vergesseng die "van., Kirche hat auch in dieser
Zeit ihre Zeugen gehabi -« in den Verhandlungen nit
dexr CGestapo, in lhven Gefaengnissen wnd Lagerng und
manchen von ihnen hat seine Treue mit dea Tog bo-
slegolbeeeodiliben in der Anfechitung ist oin Stamm
der Gemeinde tron und fest geblichen und hat sich
tiefer im Evangelium vernurzeld,; als es in Frieden
goschichty jony da und dord, wo einst Ucberzagiiigw
kelt und Ablehr waren, hat ein nouver Hunger nach den
ewvigon fingen sich su regon begcmmen und wizr haben
in tausend einselnen Zeichen und erst rocht in dex
aginen groszen Zeichen, dass die drohende Vernichie
ung dor ¥irche durch cine fuerr uns anangreifliche
¥acht nicht gelungen isty, mit erschuctierten Herzen
die Thander und Gaade Gotles schauen duerfen, Hum
gind wir zu neuor Hoffmung gerufen, da wir "den
Bogon (ottes in den Violken® cohen, Unsere elgenc
Kraft lat gering geworden, aber wir wollen sie
treulich matzen., Ien christlichen Kirchen der an-
deren Laender mocht wir vertrauen, dasz sio sich
nit wns geneinsam ans Yerk geheny, das Miebor des
Haszes im Volkerleben durch dle in der Erloesung
Chiisti wurzelnde Ilebe des eiches CGoties zu usbere
winden «~ welchen gowoltigen Dienst hat hier die
christliche Cekunenc an der Im Grund Ratlcsen welte
lichen Oelumene gerade joizt su tun und su verante
wortenl Aber unsor letstes und tiefstes Vertrauven
richtet sich auf den Herrn der Eirche, dessen Gee
richte wir demuetig erleiden, dessen 'ahmderlw..r T
fahren haben, dessen Erbaramen wir erhoffen,

thile this may be interpreted as inadequate as a confession
of error, we ought not fall to mention a rather thorough golng

1!:."0'. Landeskirchenrat 9 m- m- ? De 21.22,
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Schuldbekenntnis, This was issued immediately after the war in
Stuttgart. In this document, the blame for any weakness and ine
effeotivensss in tho struggle of the Church agninst tho Nazis is

agsuned by Church leaders,
Ono cuvght not be oo severe in judgments against the Church,
A Party member made thisconfessions

Do you know, mv German compatriols that
there remaing in Germany only one party wbhich
has wmfortunately evaded ua? It bBas conceo@led
iteeif in the religious catacombs, saying it
is persecuted and that salvation is at hand bee
cauge it knows that fools go quickesat into the
traps of the hypoorites. This party has nothing
whatcoever to do with tho real saints., There
gt bg en end of this barricading behind church
wallao,

Forthernore, one of the basic prolicms remaims. It is the tie
botwoen Church and State. The State collects Church tames and remits

then to the Church, A system intreduced in the first half of the

nineteenth centwyy is being ecarriod cn, The Church geomingly @8 @
fraid to breck avay from the gysteme It was not yet ready to dare to
gtand on its own feet. It would appear that serious nrohlems and
difficulties could arise out of this condition, While Gorman chuwrch
leaders expressed admiration for the system vhereoly the work of the
Church is totally supported by the froc-will offerings of the nmembors,
they did not have the courage to adopt a simllar gyaien.

2Stowart W. Herman, Jr., It's Your Souls Ye Hant, (Wew Terks
Harper Brog.y 1934)’ P. 110,111,
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In some circles of Amorica; There secems o be a clamoring for
somo govermmental support for church programs. One is amazed in
view of the problems such an arrangement has broughi to othors,.
One is consirained to asks if the goverrment ls asked to support
religiovs worky should it not have a voice in the werk? The governe
ment is, howewvor, not to favor any ome religicus convicilon over ance
ther, "Congress shell make no law especting an establlsimont of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercice thereof. >

Afser the war there were certein immediste problems to be met.
Scmo of these problems exist today. They imcludes (1) Refugees,
who knows thelr mmbor, need care, food, clothing, and shelter. (2)
Feople abt home, who were Whlitzed®, meoed similar help, (3) The oduw
cational systoms, secular and religious must be restored and expants
eds (4) ILibraries of all kinds must bo reassembled, uhlle the teach
ing process is going on. Vhile this is true wvith respect to all
schools, it is especlally true with respect to religious Institutions,
(5) The Church of Germany must be rovitelized in all its members Ly
a return to the Word of God as the source of true religlon and piety.

Ve are happy to noto that groat strides have boon made towards
o partiel solution of the problems., It is laudeblo, indoed, thai
Emericans, yes, Anerican Christians have taken such a prominent pard
in this work. German people, however, necded just such evidence of

wiove for the nelghbor? in their dire nced.

3031&!‘1@5 ke and Mary R, Beard, 0. g_i&ap Pe 505
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To be montiomed is the program of "Bad Doll Conferences” Spome /

gsored by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Symod. These conferences
wers arrangod for the purpose of discussing docirine end life, The
ain was %o study Bible teaching and to more closely approach the
Bible idenl in docirrine and life. thile differencos of opinion
prevail, yet it is heped and believed that a decp impression was
made on Ruropean Lutheranism.‘&

In the total piciure, thore must bte considered the developnent
of EXid and VelXD, to which earlier reference was madej the much
heralded ccumenical movemont, the union of several Lutheran Free
Churchesy, and the Lutheran World Federatiocn, organized 1947, as woll
as, the World Council of Churches, crganised 1948,

tic would conclude by dirccting the readers to a quotation from
the Bible, In it we are givon directions as to what to do in the
foce of dangor, yes, dangor such as the Church of Germany facedg
yes, danger from withouit and within, It readss

Put on the whole ammor of Goél, that ye nay be

able to stand againgt the wiles of hhe devil, For

wo wrostle not againet flesh and blood, but against

prineipalitics, againot powers, against the rulers

of the darkness of thic world, against spiritual

wickedness in high places, Yheroefore take unto you

the whole armor of God, that ye may be able o withstand

in the evil day, and having done all, to stand,
Stand thoraforey, having your loins girt sbout wilth

4For a more extended repori on "Bad Boll Confurences," the
reador 1s referred to Paul M, Bretscher, "Review af 'mabm-mwﬂ.)
Conforences?™ Concordin Theclogicgl Monthly, XV (Novamber, ’
Pe 834,848, Some of bhe basic problems of tho German Cimrch are
noted,
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with truthy; and having on tho breastplate

cof rightocusneesy And your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peaces Above

all, taking the shield of falth, vhere@ith

ye shall be able to quench all the fiery daris
of the wicked, And tale the helmot of salvae
tion, and the sword of the Spirity which s

the iord of Gods Praying always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spiriil, and watching
thorcunito wich gll peraeverance and supplication
for oll sainis,

Sphesians 6, 1118,
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