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%o recognise and fulfill its calling from Ged,

That is, also, according to repented declarations of
the Hational Chancellor, the vliimate goal of the pressni
loaderchip in the governmente.....ile new govorpment yanta
the Church(sic), and that not in order to have in it a
tractable instrument, bui bocause the govermmont realizes
vhore tho foundationa of a people lie, Along with the
tasiks of pgovermment, the taske of tho Chwrch are therefore
now enormously increased., In the form which the German
Churches have today, they ere not in a position to fulfill
this commission, To give the Gorman Churches a fora vhich
will make them able to render to the Germon people that ser-
vice to vhich thoy are commisslioned by the Gospel of Jesus
Christ is the goal of the movement of foith of the 'German
Christiana¥,

In order to reach this goal we demands 1. A new ginpech
constitution(sic) which shall determine the leaders of the
Churchts 1ifo not acecrding to the demoeratie system of eloc=
ticns, but according to the gualifications which the candie
dates have demonsirated in tho service of the congremnitlons,
2. A wmificd leadership under a gpiritual leader who musth
make, and be respensible for, authoritative decisions.

3. Unica of the evangelical provinecial Churches in one
Cernan Ivangelieal Church(sic), where at tho same time
there shall bz reverent guarding of hisitoriealiy grounded
speeial rights,

fie appeals 1, For the full preservation of the Heforme
ation confegsiona, Wo demand;, however, an expansicn of the
confession in the direction of a sharp repulsion of all
medern false teachings, of marmonism, of Bolshevism, ard of
unchrigtian pacifism.... 3. For the ocoligationa and rights
of all balievars, secured in harmony with the constitution
of the Church, in accord with the purgose of John Henry
¥Wicherns, the father of the Immer Mlsslon., 4. For far=
reaching measures which will make 1t possible for fellow
counsrymon who ora willing to work, who are industriocus
end aspiring, to earn their livellhood honorably and in
goodly saeason tc found a houschold which is German and Chrigte
ian and in vhich joy in tho growth of a happy grouwp of childe
ren guarantees happlness and blossing.....5. Therefora also
for the strong development of Christian charity within the
church,....6. For Christinn gehecls and educntione...7. And
for churchly and German morality and chastity in city and
village, for the sanctification of Sunday, and for the culiie-

tion of every good and plous usaga vhich is rooted in our
race and national character,

¥We pledge ourselvesy -and wo demand this pledge not only
from the officisi bodies of the Church but in additlon therelo
from all evangelical men and women = Lo gerviceg in our chmechos,

We wish to sorve: - through owr Church, cuwr God and thore=
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fore, most effectively, our fntharlnnd.s
(signeod)
MUELLER
HOSSENFELDER
' FEZER
WEICHERT

Compare this proclamation with the following atatenent made by
Bishop Joachim Hossenfelder, and one can see the differonces are more

than just degrees of emphasis, Hossenfolder addressed the German

Christions as followss

We stand on the ground of positive Christianity. We
Confess an affirmative fith in Christ, a faith that
is £ituving for our race, a faith that corresponds %o
the Cerman sopirlt of Luther and to haroic piety.

Wo see in race, naticnality, and nation an ordere
ing of 1ife which God has given and entrusted to us,
which we are to geck to preserve because it is a law
of God, Thorefore nixing racos is to bo opposed,

e sea in the aisslon of the Jews a great danger
for matlonalit:-., It is the dcorusy for the entrance
of foreipn blood into owr national body.

We want to have an evangelical ehwmreh vhich has
ite roots in our natlonality, and we repudiate the
spirit of e Christian worlde-citizonship,..0

Another group that was developing with Nagi blessings was that
Inovm as The Neo-Pagen Croups, The nacs=pagenism of the Deutsche
¢lacublgen groups is a movement that has been classifiod as being
made up of erackpots, initiated and supported by confused, halfe
oducated minds or befuddled intellectuals, The chief concern of this
group was the cultivation of tho 'CGerman way's It was %o be distine=
gulshed from the spirit of all noneHordic psoples and espeoinlly firom

vacfarland, Qp. Git.s pe 109,110, (Ttalics in text.)
a9 Pe 111,

B a0 e
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the foreign spirit of Christianity. Tho following groups are ine
cluded in this clagssificationy  Tho German Faith Movement, Deutsche
Glanbsnsbeweramgs The Hordic Faith Movement, lNordischo Glanbensbowose
ungs The Germanic Faith Fellowship, Germanische Glaunbensgemeinschafis

Though only 3.5 per cont of all Germans cams under the swey of
this movement, the importance of this Neo-pagan Dsutscheglaoubigicolt
cannot be underestimated bscause such poople as Hi:mler, Alfred oo
gsenberg, Baldur von Schirach, Ir. Loy, and Dr. Darre were attached to

the novamentb .7

There are sevoral other things that rmst be kept in mind when cone
pidering the plcture of tho church in Germany. Some of this epplies
ospecially to the Intheran Church, some of it to all Protestant churches,
In the evaluation offered hy one who was on the sconc, there appear to
be indications and hints that may help one understand uly the church
in Germany reacted tho way 1% did to Nazi pressure, It would appear
alzso that alds are offered in gotting e picture of the church which
helpe one understand the tendencies to philosophize in matters of Po-
ligion, The description followss

ruropean Lutheranisam has a history of more. than four
hundred years, It originated on Gorman soil and spread

rapidly frrom there to the Scandinavian countries. Bub

Lutheranlism, true to the claim of itc founder, never roe

garded iteelf a denominational sect. It rather confessed to be
the tirue successor of the church of the carly centuries

7 o :

F. Ljeb, Christ und Antichrist im Dritien Roich, (Pariss Carre=
four, 1936). .H. Semidt, tische Hetvterleuchten, (Verlag der
EvangelischeLutherischen Xirche in Bayorn, Muenchen, 1947).

1 T
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before the Bishop of Rome bacame the recognized )
head of the church. This is most significant, Tt exe
plains in part at least vhy Europcan Luthorans are exe
tranely historically minded. For them the coming of
Pavl %o Eurcpe in the firat half of the first century
is of greatest importance, Therefore thelr profound
intorest in early Chriastianity and its enviromment, such
as languages, philoscphies, religions, and other facets of
culture, Therefore thelr interest also in the Nurther
growth and development of the church....Therafore the ine
Gerest of Turopean Lutherans also in the partistic peried,
in the conversion of the Germanic tribes; in the pro-refor-
mation period, and, above all, in the age of the Zeformo-
ticn.esoPut for them also the pest-reformation period is
importants the age of orthodoxy, pietism; the Aufiaermme,
19th=century liberalism, the resurgence of Biblical tho=
ology since lorld Var I, the ecumoenical mowemont, and
the place of Lutheraniem in the Christian world of thoughi.e.
There are other factors inhorent in Surcpean Luthorane
ien which may not be overlooked, One may not dlsrogard for
instance the training and education of Lutheran pastors
in Puropes In Cormawy there are Kirchliche Hechschulen,
Theologische Hochachulen, and Predigerseminare which ate
tanpt Lo relate the theclogical training offered as closc-
1y and directly as possible to the needs of the Lutheran
parish, Put many students preparing for the Lutheran nine
istry will, and, in countries lilke Sweden, must,; got thelr
ninisterial training in ctateecontrelled universities,
which stress the scientific rathor than the practical age
pact of theologieal training and which, as history shous,
eften tolerate a great latitude of theological views,
There are other major factors which one must bear in
mind in an attempt to understand European Lutheranisn,
There iz the influence of Xarl Barth, who, though he has
unquestionably made Biblical Theology regpectable cnce more
and vho may woll become knowm ag the most brilliant and ine
fluential theologian of the twentieth century, is not a true
iy Lutheran theologian, There are also the inroads on
theclogy by philoscphic thought, .especially Xantianisnm,
Hegelianism, and, in recent ":g::egiweﬂsgnm; tggms
such as Akluell, Freignig, 3] &
church in actu", "the YWord of God in gctu®, wero employed by
Gorman theologians ... .Nor may one overlook the rising
strength of the Bvangelical Chwrch of Germany (FXid) ore
ganized in 1948, which, according to its constitution, is
& fedarstion, but whlch has not heen able to silence the
charges of those who maintain that FXiD is funciioning as
a church, Thero is, furtnermore, the growth of the Ualon
(unierte Eirche), vhich aims to level out all confoasional
consciousnesfeesses ;
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There is a final consideration which the American in-
terpreter of Ruropean Luthoranism musté constantly bear in
mind, This has to do with the operation of the church,
Furopean churches, except Lutheran Free Churches, can harde
1y conceive of the possibility of a church carrying out its
funetions without financiagl assistance from the statCecese
¥herens since Yorld Yar Y, Germany has granted nc proferens=
ticl status to any one form of the Christian faith, the
govermont neverthelesa atill leviea and gathors taxes in
the various statos of Germany and reniias the carmariked a=-
nounty o the ‘headquartors of the regional churches to be
dishursed for salaries of pastora and executive officials
of the churcheessestha effect of thia arrangement has been
that in many instances pasiors are gquito unawore of their
apiritusl responsibilities as shepherds of the flock of
Jesug Christ and perform th 12 duties of their ealling in an
utterly perfunctory marmer,

¥e briefly alluded to EKID above. Ve should comsider it a bit
mors slso bringing VELED into the picture, FXiD or Zvangelische
Kirche in Deulsclhiland and VELED or Vereinlgte Evangeligche Luthope
dache Kirche peutschlands represent two union movements in Germany,

As early as 1900 an appeal was made for a union of all Lutherans on
the basis of Lutheran Confessions, MNothing come of this sppeal,
After World War I, confessional consclousnoss had been weakened by
liborelism so that an appeal for union on a confessional basis was
not acecoptable,

Under the attacks on tho part of Hitler and the Fazis, and the /
noo=pagan philosophios advocated by the leadors of Natlonal Socialism,
the desire arocse in tho churches to unite for the purpose of proteo-
tion, MWorld Var II arrested the movement, However, Frotestant groups

SPaul M. Bretacher, "leview of ?Bad Boll! Conferences," Concorw
dla Theological monthly, XXV (Fovember, 1954), 8P=il.
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had beon drawn together more closely. FPlane were dravm in 1945 and =
exocuted in 1948 for a union of Pretestant churches, EEKID brought
together Lutherans, Reforned, and Evangelicals (United) into one
body.

There was no gulch solution to the problems that confronted
these groups, The questicn needed to be solveds will EXID Himcetion
as a church or as a federoition? The constitution specifies that
UKD is a federaticn, not a church, of Lutherans, Reformed, and
Frvangelieels (United) Churches, The Free Churches 4id not join the
federation on confesglonal grounds,

Cver=againgt this organization another was proposed by some of
the territorial Luthoran churches who opposed the mmionism of EKID,
The proposed organization of VELED would be based on Tutheran Confese
aiong, especially the Unaltered Augsburg Confession and ILuther's Small
Catechisn, In view of the fact thaity Confesslions are so wariously re=
ceived,; one can see that VELKD would have great difficulties to surw
mount. One author sayse

There are Lutherans in Turope vho subscribo to all

Lutheran Confessions end who take then most sericusly.

Thore are others vho at their ordination ware pledged

en the entire Bock of Concord, but who do not take 1%

geriounly, There are 2till other Lutherans in Ewrope

who subscribe to all the Confessions except the Formula

of Comcord, Thare are yet others who subscribe only to

" the Augsburg Ccnfession and Lutherts fmall Cetochiam,

For some the Augsburg Confession is primarily a legal

end politieal dooument....There are, finally, Lutherans

in Furcpe who pay hardly more than lip searvice to the Cone-
fessiona.?

9m‘et50har’ mo mo’ Do w.




R

Pafore bringing this sccllon to a closey; we must honestly admit
that church-1ife in genoral was at a low ebb. The church had lost its
hold on the pecple, Thero was vary poor attendance at the church cer
vices, The people lkmew tho church was therce for them whenever they
were ready to use i, Thelr share of the tax was uzed %o suppert the
church, ¥any felt it was oll right tc be a member, but it was not
noceasary Lo taks things too seriously. In any owventy; the church was
there for bapitisma, confirmations, weddings, end funerals, After all
these vere the things to do, Hoyond that, many pecpio tock no inter=
est in the church, People neglecied thelr spiritual well-being. While
nominel chuwrshemembership in the individual congrepgutiocns was very large,
the paghtoral office was understaffed. It was well-nigh imposeible te
check on dolinouents, to maike {he necessary house calis, and to carry
on tha Imporiunt Seel-gopio,

One nwst also consider that German churches were reaping vhat vas
soun by 1iberal thoologlans through a liberel theology and philosoplty,
We think in terms of Pictism, Ratlonalism, Higher Critlcism, Relativism,
and Neo-paganisno,

Pietism as a movement in the chureh, was a protest against, ubat
many concidored a dead-orbhodoxy,— an over-emphasis on doctrine, es=
pecially on the doctrine of justificatiorn at the expense of sanciifle
eation. While meny persons contributed to its rise, Phillp Jacob Spener
(1635-1705) bacame a leader in the Pististic movement, In his Pla
he made 6 proposals as the means of getting new life into

/

J
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the church,

3 (1) The agmeat nnii thorough study of th((a gi.ble
n private meetings, geclasiolas in ecclesias (2) The
Christian priesthood boing un:l.verEEl, the laity should
share in the spiritual govermmont of the Churchy (3)
A knouledgo of Christfianliy muot be atiended by the
practice of it as 1ts Indispensalile sign and supploments
(4) Instend of meroly didactic, and often bitier, ate
tacks on the hetorcdox and unbelievers, a sympathetic
and kindly treatment of themp (5) A reorganization
of the theological training of the wmiversitios, give
ing more prominence to the devotiomal life; and i%)

a differant gtyle of preaching, namely in the place of
pleasing rhetoric, the implanting of Christianity in
the Immer or new man; the soul of vhich ig faith, ond
its eoffects the fruits of life, This work produced a
gront impressicn throughout Gormayny.i0

Some immodiatoly tcol over the whole program, This even though
Pietion alac had its wealmess and sponsored soveral errors. Fietiom
sponsored chicfly three fundomontal errorss

{1) The concept plety 12 separated from the means
cf pgraco and thus placed in a false relation %o religion
and ‘salvationy (2) “he concept orthodoxy is misundor
stood and misapplied, so that indifferentism with repard
%o normuative information firom Holy UWrit is underestirmated;
(3) There Is erronocous teaching on the concepts gpirif
and lotter, apirit and flesh, OCub ol these errors grew
a contonpt for the mesns of grace, an underestimaticn of the
offico of the Christian ministry, mixture of sanctificoe
tion and juatificationm, chﬂi.fm, a false mysticiem, and a
general schismatic attitude,

Cut of the movement developed also a greater amount of rationalisation
which finelly contributed to the rise and development of raticnalism,
The movenzeont and especially ite errors left its maric on Coyman thoolo=
gy end go alao on the German people,

10
"Pie‘bim" :n?ﬂm Vol. 3 e (M Yori:s
The Emvclopadia'm'%- ca _Gompazw,l 1:91%?. :

;. Lucker, Luiberan Gyclopedia (Saint Louiss Concordia Publishe
ing House, 1954), p. 818.819.
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Raticraliom is a torm applied to any system in vhich human
ronaon {9 not only 9et up as tho chief source of knowledge, but
alaso as tho final oriterion of knouledge. The rationalist is
camonly thought of ao one who refuses %o accept the Bille az the
inerrant and infullible Vord of CGod, The rationalist concludes
That modern histordeal and archeological investigation make it un=
roasonable to accept the Bilkile as a book of supermatural origin,
and that its storles are not be conoidered trve in a literal sense,
Thus for axamples "The story of tha creation in the book of Genesis
is shown fron the point of view of chronologys Yo be a poetic or sym-
bolic account by tho discovery of civilisations of much groater
nntitn:i'b:f."14

Within the Christian Chrchy, rationalism usually accepted as
rovealed the findanental facts of the ereed; vwhile thorough-going
rationalisn donied the supernaturnl, As it partioularly fits into
the frame-worl: of this thesis, we think of rationalism as followed
by many Gorman theologians and Bible scholars from about 1740 to
1236, maticnalism in the clmrch wvas linked %o the intellectuat
novament called the Enlightorment (Aufldaermme). Comsiderable suppert
for the movement was gained from English deists, from the Flebictay,
and the French gsprits forts., The latter; es woll as others, had
delivered strong atiacks against the idea of the supernatural origin

Linangionalisn®, The Encvlcopedis Britannica, Vol. XXITI. (New
Yorks The mycloper'lia Britannica Company, 1911), p. 926,

/

J
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of the Sceriptures. Scmelimes considered the first great rationalist,
Je B¢ Samler, uainteined that true religion springs firom the Individe 7.
ual soul, He attacked the authority of the Bible, Fventually, he :
considered the Bible just another ancient doewmemt, Kant gshowed this T
apirit on the philosophical side in his "Die Relizlon lmerhalb der
Grenzen der blossen Yorpunft (1793) in which he set forih his idea of
Yernnfi=glavben, Religion as a result was reduced to a system of
morals., Though in time German theology attempted to return to a more
positive Christianity, the influence of rationalism on religion in
Goermany prevailed, and sventually made its contribution towards the
aceeptance on the part of many people in Germany of the new ideas
sugpested by National Socialiem,

German churches were reaping what was sown by liberal theclogians
and philosophers, Higher criticism contributed to this and to a
weak and indiffersmt church., Ve are thinking of higher eriticism
vhich ignored and directly denied statements of the Bible which beawm
on the questions of authorship and origin of the varioua books of the
Bille, Higher critics also denied the necessity of having faith in /-'
the miraculous origin and content of the Biile. The idea of relatie
visn plays into the picture of a decadent church life, Relativism ine
dicates the theory which saya that truth may wvary from individual to
individual, "Enowledge is relative to the mind which knows it; the
content of which the mind is avare is relative to past experiencesj
moral codes are roelative to culture and mperienea."ls

15E.II. Il“ﬁkal" Q. &-, Pe 96._
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A weakened Christian consclousness was also subjoected to the onw
elaugh.s of a virulont neo=paganism under the directicn especisolly of
M fred Acsenborz, Hosenberl was a high portr leader uandor Hitler,
He became the high priost of a theory uhich was fundamentally opposed
to the teaching of Josus Chrisi, He prepared two elaborate veluses

entitled The iwth of the Twenbleth Contury, The work roceived wide
distribution. IH proosed a new religlous ideal vmder tho name of
Mythus. Hot a few people were asking the questlon:

Woe ist elgentlich der Mythus? i

Ucber diese Frage verooffentlisht Universitactaprofesser
Dr, Faul Schnable, Halle, in der Mitieldeutschen Mationalzoite
wme?! vom 4. Mi. 1935 u. a. folgenda Ausf"uehrlmgen. ssse:

In gowlsaen Sinne ist der Nationalsozialisnus eine Religlom,
denn or verlangt won seinon Anhaengern nicht, daas sie ven
dor Richtigkelt soinor I.ehre ucberzough oind, sondern dusz
gio en gie glanien,

Der Fationalsoziglismus hat, wie jede Religiom, seins
8ittonlehre, soine Ethli, Sie liegi uns sunaechst in Kiase
gischer Formn gepraegh vor in don Ausfuchrungen des Fuchrers
ucbor den arischen Menschen in seinem Duche 'Moin Hampft,
dann in Alfred losenbergls Werk, %iythus des 20, Joahrhune
derts?,

- Der Glaubs, der lythus des Deutmchen wnd inbesondere
des lationalsozialisten, ist alsc die Fhre der deutschen
Vation, Diocsem Grmundbegriff des Nationalscsislismis hat der
Tlationalaozialist allea andere uwntorzuordnen and hat alles
zu opfern, was danit iIn Widerspruch stehit order in 'idere
gpruch kommt,.

Jede Lehre, die: irgendwo anders herkommend, sei os aus
oiner anderen Weltanschauung ois der des Hationalsozlalise
mus,; so der juedischwliberalistischen, oder aus elne Relie
gion, sic es der kathollschen order der cwangelischen, hat
in der Gesinvung des Nationalsozialisten, der seinem Fuchrer
die Trouwe geschoren hat, gegemuelor diesem Glauben des Now
tionalsozialismus zurueckzutreten und musz ilm ruccksichislos
geopfort werden,

Weltanschauliche oder Glaubonskonflickie dari es fuer
den Mationanlsozialisten ueherhaupt aicht goben, ¥z hat su
bofolgen was sein Fuehrer ihn lehrt, Tut er es nichi, vor-
sucht er, die Lehre der Partei mit Lehron su vereinigen,
die aus anderen Weltanschauung=n oder aus anderen Zeligionen
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gtammen, die in immerem Kampf stehen mit dem latlonale

aozinliamu.s, dar_m ?_nt 1en:i.' aun dor Partel auamwfgaidan,

denn er lat inncrlich koin Fatilonalsomialist,

In other words, TAccept as official and binding these n&w pagan
ideologlos, and, whenever a conflict beiwesn thsse and any other
basic congiderations develops, drop cverything els2, and hold on
to these,® In view of the fact that one was 2ithor a party
nomber or 2lse, there can be ne other conclusicn poasitle then this
that hore was an alleout attompt to remove among other things the
basic consideorations of the Chrigtian religion,

As one considers the reacticn of German people to Hitlexr®s new
idoans, and particulady as these influenced church 1ife, one must keep
in the considera%ion the foregoing consideraticns, With them in
mind, one is able to view the church struggle from a more definite

point of view,

16H| SChﬂIid’ mn _c_i_-i.’ Pe L2,




