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from the dead (l:0,18) and aaoended on blgb (3:21; 12:B). 

Buoh are the expllo1t reterenoea to Obrlat•a earlhl7 llte. 

To th1a must be added the taol tbat tbe peraonal name 1Jeaua• 

ooaurs nine times tor the glorloua Christ, and ln tbe Nev 

testament this always represents tbe hlator1o Person vhoae 

ator, la told ln tbe Cloapela.28 l'urtber, Bayes baa found 

reminlsoenoes ot Jaaus• words ln tbe Gospels ln paaaagea ot 

the Apooalypse. He oomparea 14:14-20 vlth Mt. 28:84, 14:10 

vltb Mk. 13:32, 14:18 with Mt. 13:39; tbe 1Y1ne ot the earth' 

in the Apooaln,ae with the Tine and lta branobea ot Jn. le.29 

The exalted Obriat ot the Apooalypae •11 tbe same person aa 

the Jeaua who llyed and dled on earth.•30 

What la the relation ot the Obrlatology ot the Apooa­

l7p1e to that ot the rest ot SorlptureT fbal the Book reata 

1011417 on the oanonloal vr1tlnga ot tbe past la 1noontro­

Yertible. Robertson polnta outz 

In the appendix to the aeoond Yol1111e ot Weatoott and 
Hort's Greek Nev Teatament it 1a ahovn that ot the 
404 Yeraes 1n John's Apooal7Pae, 2~8 oontaln reter-
enoea to the 014 ~eatament. No other book of the Nev 
Testament ahova auoh oonatant uae ot the Old ~eatuent.31 

Although there la no ~ormal o1tat1on ot the Old Teatament,32 

28walter r . .Actene1, JJl&la Zo•s1,•nl RA01rin1 at QhPl•S 
(Nev York: Rodder and Stoughton, 190 , P• 182. 

29sayea, &• 111·, PP• 291-92. 

~0A4eney, &• All.•, P• USS. 

31Robertaon, "1oob• J.A .sba LU& Ai. Sia& Ano•Sle elebD, P• 208. 

321Jd.4. See alac) A. loblatter, 11,1,s,nng lg 411. Blbe1, 
(Stuttgarl: Oalver �V�e�r�l�a�g % �Y�e�r�e�l�n�,� 1889, P• 490. 
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'there 1s soaroel7 a aJmbol or figure emplo7ed lhat 1a not 

appropr1ated to some extent from the Old Teatament.•33 Bqee 

. r>o1nta out that 1th1s book bas been ao.lled •a rhetor1aal 

resuml! ot pre,,1ous Sar1i?tura. 1134 So also with rate1·ance to 

the NeWA 'l'esta1oent, and spaoif'iaally to the doctrine ot Om-1st, 

the Apocalypse •tur.nlshes no dootrine ot Obrist •1h1a~ is nol 

warranted. by some oorreapond1ng analogy ln the g~!!pala [a1a .. ]. ■35 
1D1e Ohristolosie der Apk 1st also ebentalls k:e1:ie andere ala 

d1e dal' andi!ren ntliohen Sohritten,• writes Feine. 36 And 

llarfielcl states the.t 111t lfO•Jld not be untrue to say that the 

Book ot Sevelation, ••• sathers up into an 9?1to~e and givaa 

vivid eX!)ress1on to the vhole aentW"7 1s thought ot Jeaua.•37 

Th9 vhole m~tter ot tbe indebtedness ot the Apoaal7~se to the 

roat ot Scripture 1a beaut1tul17 summarized by Van Oosterzee: 

A., impartial 9Ul"?07 ot the doatrlnal system ot the Apooa­
ln,a,e reveals, on the one han4, hov •117 an earlier or 
later objeot1on t~ ~hla book rests on a m1aunderatand1ns 
or a preJu41oe; an4 on tbe other hand, how the prospeol 
hora opened up by no meana stands alone 1n Hol7 Soript­
ure, but 1e, aa .1t were, the Ol"own ot that etem whose 
tol1ago ia spreRd torth before our e7ea in the prophetlo 

· 33M1lton 5. !err7l Bibllql• 4Egalz9ti9to<Rew York: 
Iatan & Kaina, o.18981, p. 26. • A. • bertaon, kll&-
lma. m la !'f "l•JPDl St~ (HaahYille, 1'eMea■ae: '1'he Broad-
111111 Pres■, a: lfe, PP• 2 8D tor a llal ot the 014 Te■la­
ment 1?1.1aga17 in the Apooal:,pae. 

34ifayea, G• 911., up. 310-11. 

35Teft7, &• al.1•, p. 282. 

36Paul l'e1ne, Zh,p1ps■ 4a 11.JW\ f~fiamant.a (Berl1nl 
hangel1sohe Verl111gs1t11al t, JJJ"11T,p. 5 • 

3'1wart1e14~ D!l· .as-, p. 888. 
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and Apoatollo Vl'1t1nga of tbe 014 and Bev !eatamenl. 
Aa atreama lose themaelvea ln the ooean, ao do all the 
expeotat1ona ot bleaaedneaa opened to ua ln Sorlpture 
unite 1n the Apooal7ptlo perapeotlYeJ and preo1ael7 to 
the latest book of the New !eatamenl the 1nYeatlgat1on 
as to the higher un1 tJ ot the different 4ootr1nal a1a­
tema attaohaa ltaelt eaa11J, and, aa 1t vere, without 
an1 etrort.39 

Aa Jeaua Christ la the aentral l'lgure 1n the ApooalJpae, 

the dootr1ne ot Hls person and work reoe1Y1ng tull and adequate 

emphasis in agreement wlth thereat of Soripture, ao the oen­

tral aot ot Ria work ls Ria redempt1Ye death and the aentral 

oharacter1zat1on ot Hlm la in tbe role ot SaY1or. It la 1n 

the light ot His aaY1ng death that the ApooalJpae Yleva Bla 

beaYenlJ aot1ona and relat1onab1pa. Felne obaerYea: 

S1eht man aber nun naeher zu, ao lt ea dle Anaohauung 
auoh des Apoka1Jpt1kera ebenao wle vir •• be1 Paw.u■ 
und 1m Hebraearbrlef tanden, 4aaa d1eae Peraon, der 
0br1stua, gerade die Herraoherpraed1kate 1m Grunde 
dooh erst aut Grund und naoh Auarlohtung ae1n5§ J:r­
loeaungawerkea an der Menaobbelt erlangt bat. 

Sablatter wr1tea: 1Alle Maoht und ftlat de■ b1mm11aohen Cbr1atua 

lat mlt ae1nem Ereuz Yerknueptl ala d1e Folge und Fnoht aelnea 

be111gen Opfers aut Bl-den.•40 We v111 baYe more to aa7 oon­

oernlng the redempt1Ye death ot Obrlat 1n the following chap­

ter. We merely here want awamar11J to note that the Apooaln,ae 

41at1notlt empbaa1zea tbe tult1llment of Cbr1at 1 a redempt1Ye 

work ln and through Hla death. attaoblns the sreateat 1mpor-

3Bvan Ooate~zee, &• all·• p. 414. 
39Pe1ne, Ila 8•JS1200 4aa IIYIP Z••S•m•ole, P• 129. 
40soblatter, li!•ltun! 1n 41e Bibel, p. eoo. See alao 

A. Sablatter, JU.a eio1s 4••-:BiJ&ii tiise■•ns• (Stuttgart: 
Verlag der Verelnbuobbandluns, 1~ II, 148. 
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lanoe to thi■ deatb. 41 

To the end ot ezpre■,1ng 1n ■Jmbol an4 ln p1oture tbe 

aupreme work ot Jeaua olllm1nat1ng ln . Hi ■ 4eatb Jobn use■ all 

the reaouroea ot hla art. 42 Jobn nner oalle Jeau■ 1 SaY1or.• 

Bl·■ apbol tor the Sawlor ln the Apooal.Jpae 1• 1 tbe Lamb.• The 

Yer, trequenoy with wb1oh tb1a t1Ue oooura,43 to aar nothing 

ot the slgn1t1aanoe ot tb1a name ln tbe entire Apooal7pae de­

mands attention. And attention lt baa reoelYed b7 almoat 

&Yery writer who has devoted serious study to tbe Book, to 

mention only a tw, Paraona, 44 SteYana, 4& Johneon, 48 Burrova,47 

Sheldon,48 Holtzmann,49 hrrar, 50 Bau, 81 JlaJea, 82 and J118D7 

41Benl"y a. Sheldon, JIIK z•ssu,ol 'DtelT" (Saoond ecU­
t1on; New Yorks The Haomlllan ompaft7, 1922 , p. 168; Svete, 
Aa• .5111., 01zv11. 

42Preaton and Hanaon, ml•~-• P• 32. 
43s •• List 0~ Naaea, IMPM, PP• 11-12. 
44Pai'sona, 
45steYena, 
48Johnaon, 
47Burrowa, 

Aa.• 

8:2• 

811• 

•· 

.111•, 

Jill., 

m,., 

as,., 

P• 184 • 

p. e:,e. 
PP.• '12-3. 

P• 87. 
48Bheldon, RR.• al.I.·, PP• 1es-e:s. 
49Be1nr1ab Jul1u~ RoltZllllDD, L•br!Nfb 4a l•Mlllll■M► 

llahu '1'heolog1e (!11eblgen1 Yerlag Yon • -cr.-B. Nobl', 1911), 
1, iS • · 

60rre4er1o w. ParraJ-, .Dia. hr'.I.J .Dua At. CIJl•SJ.•Pllz: 
(lew Xoriu· Oasaell, Petter;7Jalp1n •---oo;-, -is~, P• 332. 

81aeok, All• all·, P• s,e. 
62e,qe,, &• .Ill■ , PP• 22"1-SS■ 
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othera baye noted the algnlt1oanoe ot the reOUZTenoe ot tbe 

••• ot the title 1Lamb1 tor Om-1st. lel'l'7 outllnea the en-

t1re Apoaaln,se with reteranoe to the Lamb. 63 8ab1ok reooa­

nizea this symbol as the Apoaal7pae 1a ploture tor Obrist a■ 

nedaemer and Savlor. 54 Fe1ne atatea that tbe presentation ot 

0Ju-1at as the Lamb •1at dle obal"altterlstlaobe [Yoratellung]clleaea 

Buohea.•65 Warfield goes so tar aa to suggest that the Lamb 

had aaqu1rad tor b1m [tbe aeer] muoh the atatua ot a 
Pl"PPIE oem■ [1talloa mine], and auggeatecl lt■elt •• 
a designation ot Jeaus eYen when the mind ot the writer 
waa dwelling on other aapeata of Illa work tht [w..J 
that moat aloeely a7mboliaed by thla title. 

Dean deolares that 1 the real aaheme ot tbought of the Book ot 

P.eYelat1on requires tbat lta oonoeptlon of Bl■ (Obr1at1 •• 

the Lamb that was slain sholll.d be oentra1.•M Bllwanger oon­

D!derc the use ot Lamb tor Jeau■ 1the golden thread ot lta 

[the Apoaaln,ae•a] 1nterpretat1on and the keynote of lta 

underatanding.•58 And Rav.l!nson, baying dleouaaed the refer-

53'reri-y, QR• AU·, pp. 271-'12. 
64Edwar4 9ablok,- 1D1e ApokalJpae, 1 ln JI.a l•i,11,•• §Pbri,fl 

1D. P111t•ob•r Vebnr•1!i1en1 ( &:ohter--B1bel), ~~Jiu. 1111.& ie•t;e■ensl 
herauagegeben Yon Karl Blaab (Wuerzburgz Eobter--Verlag, 19&2, 
p. 30. 

61re1ne, JU.a Bel,11,1 oo 41.a l111•n Z•et;•meoa,, P• 130. 
68war.r1e1c1, &• 111·, i>J>• 290-91. lee footnote 8 on p. 

2911n Wartleld, where be olalma baoklng tor.Ible auggeatlon 
b7 Roaalra and Gebhardt. lee alao Beu, D• 111.•, P• 2158J 
Prealon and Ban•on, &a• !11·• P• ?8. 

MJ. t. Dean, Iha iRa, at. 81111a.t1pg (J:dlnburgu: !'. • t. 
Clark, 1915)., p. :,r.-

68wa1,ar Bllwl!nger, 'file Doatr1ne ot Cb.rial ln the Apooa­
~•••• unpubll1hed BaObelor•• !heal■, Concordia Se■lnar7, 
St. LoUla, 1928, p. 24. 
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enoea to the Lamb 1n tbe Apooal7pse, oonoludea b7 ■a71ng: 

'There oould be no better 1wnmary of the Obrlatolog of the 

Apooalypse.u59 

John th~ a.~tiat bad said, 1Bebold, the Lamb of Ood! 1 

John tbe eYangellat followed Jeaua and saw h1m 11Ye 
the aootless lite, and d1e on tbe oroaa; and than in 
apoaalyptio v1a1on he aav blm at the bead ot heaYen' ■ 
hosts and s1tt1ng on beaYen 1s throne; and to h1m Jesua 
waa the Paaahal Lamb, ala1n tor aln, ■aY1ng from a1n. 
To him heaven's King was a warring, oyeraom1ng, purlt7-
1ng, 1llum1nat1ng Limb on tbe throne.50 

Indeed, Om-1st as tbs Lamb la the abaraoter1at10 ot the 

~pooal7pae. Not onl7 la He the oentl'al figure, not onl7 la 

the doctrine of Bia per■on and work tull7 treated, not onl7 

does B1a work. culminate 1n B1a death; but. Be la oentral a■ 

the Lamb, as the Lamb Be died, and on the baala ot the Lamb 

passages an 1nterea,1ng and ed1t,1ng Clarlatolog oan be postu­

lated. !heae latter point■ will reae1Ye full treatment ln 

later aha.ptera. A preYlev of what llea 1n alore 1■ nloel7 

g1ven ln the words of ~ernbarcl: 

ln tbe peoullar title [the Lamb], tbaa ■tv.dloual7 em­
ployed, s nd illustrated b7 tbe repealed mention ot the 
■laying and the blood, we read the doolr1ne, that the 
ground of the personal 1a the ground ot the general 
aalvat1on: that the plaoe vblcb the aaor1t1oe ot the 
dea th ot Christ bolds 1n the oonaoiouaneas ot the be­
lleYer. ls the aame vbloh the aaorltiae of tbe deatb of 
Clu-iat holda 1n tbe blatorJ' ot the Gharoh, and tbat he 
conquers tor ua. and relgna among u•• and aohleYea the 

59 Altre4 Edward John Rawlinson, lu. la Zo@t89MI Jla.A­
srJ.u At lbl. CIP:&11i (Loncton; Longaana, tieen and o., Lid., 
lflll • P• 19~. 

60aa,ea, !Jl• .o.u,. , p. 228. 
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reatorat1on ot all th1nga, baq,p1g• he baa flral 
ottered h1maelt tor ua, and la the Lub ot God who 
takea away the a1n ot the world. 6i 

L1ngulat1o oona1derat1ona regar41ng tbe Lamb, lts uaage 

1n the Nett Testament, and lta baakground 1n the 01d 'l'eatamenl 

need our brief attention before we exegetlaally oonslder the 

Lamb passages. 

Lamb ( ttpv-,cw) 1s used 28 tl■ea with reterenoe to Cbrial 

1n tbe Apocalypse (518,8,12,13; 811,18; 7:~,10,141 17; 12:11; 

13:8; 14:1,4,4,10; 1513; 17:14,14; 19:7,9; 21:9,14,22,23,27; 

22:1,3). 62 Blaevhere ln the New !eatamenl tbeword la found 

1n John 21:151 where the plural (~p~~> la used ot Cbr1at 1a 

followers. Thia reteranoe la, lnoldentl7, one ot the two 

passages in the New Testament where •iamb• la emplo7ed with-
. .. ., 

out reterenoe to Obrial (,at. Lk. 10:3, f.cJS otpv,.s ). Ohrlat 1a 

referred to aa 1Lamb1 1n the rest ot the New testament, 

though not frequently, and alwqa under the word o/4-vos. 'l'he 

u1age 11s oharaoterlat10 ot tbe Jobannlne vr1t1ng1.•83 !'bua, 
C. 

Jobn 1:291 38, Jesus ls deaorlbed aa 1 the Lamb of CJod 1 ( o 
~ \ "' _a.. "' 
~vos Ttl'II v-u11 ), in tbe tor■•• paaaage aa 1 the Lamb of God 

who takes away the e1n ot the world. 1 Aota 8:32 speak■ of 

61!'homa■ Dehant7 Bernbarcl, Iba Ere1r111 at Re11r1111 1a 
llal.Jia. TaelMDDI IClrand Rapld•;-lc,n4enan Publlahing ouae, 
n.d. hP• 201. · 

62The 29th uae of ~11:ov ln the Apooal71>ae 1a vl th refer­
enoe to the seaond beaal 1n 131111 •Then I ■av another beaal 
wblah roae out of the earth; lt had. lvo bfrD• 11ke a 1-b 
C:op,ot.« ~pvt''t'] and it ■J)oke llke a dragon. 

83v1noenl 'l'qlor, ZJ:11. IMII a,t,1119■ (Lon4on1 llaomlllan 
• Oo., Lid., 1963), p. 118. 
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Obrist as it quotes Ia. &3:7r: 1As a sheep led to the 

slaughter or a lamb l~'iOS J before lta shearer ls dumb. 

10 he opens not h1a mouth.• And in l Pel. 1:19 the readera 

Bl"e reminded that the7 were retleemed 1w1th the preoiou■ 

blood of Christ, like that of a lamb [cJ.s J_,w.v~ Jw1thout 

blemish or spot. 11 fhls 1s tbe anent ot the Nev 'leetamen'C 
I a I 

usage ot 11lamb11 (both ~.,os and t7ip111011). 

I 
:, , 

n answer to the question aa to vb.7 dlpwo-/ instead ot 
:, , 
~vo~ ls emplo7ed. in the Apoaal,-pae Lenski otters a lingulatlo 

"""' . , .i.u.e oblique caaea ot ~""os are seldom used, tboae of 
~pvos being aubatitutecl, ot whloh, ln turn, the no111-
nat1ve waa not used. Sinoe in Revelation both the 
nom1nat1Ye and the oblique oaaea are reqllired tor 
"Lamb, 1 neither ~.,u.vos nor bip110.s vere suitable bul 
onl7 ~,,.,,~., ot wb1oh all oases vere in uae. . • . 
Thia 1e the reason tor the emplorment ot ~p~,'o~ 1n 
Revelation, lt la merel7 a l1ngulst1o matter 1n the 
GreeJt.M 

JCiddle rightl7 obaenea that the meaning ot 'Lamb1 la nol 

etteated by the taot tbat ~pwov' la uae4 1n the Apooal7Pae, 

while ~~Js 1a used 1n the other .New 'leataJ1ent oltatlona. 
1In the one [ the Apoaal.7pae] aa ln lbe other [ th• l'ourlb 

Goapel}. tbe Lamb' a death la tbe 11eana ot oleana1ng Ood I a 

people trom thelz- s1na. • • • ■6& ~ A.pvio./ la, ot cour■e, 

c11m1nut1ve 1n to.I'll, bUt tb1a ract ■uat not be presaed. 68 

64a. c. H. Lenski, zu. ialc='l''oP at IS.· .zoa•• 
8erftl.1t19p (Col1111bua, !be war,8 •••• o.1N3). P• 198. 

6&Kartln IC14cUe and N. IC. Ro■■• ZIii, g•ru-a11 .Rt 11• 
iUa, (Nev York: Harper 6 Brother• Publla~er■,OT, P• 98. 

88avete, G• au,., P• ,a. 
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llurka,u agrees w1tb th1a, aay1ng of :,pv/ot/: 1 urapruengl1oh 

e1ne Verkleine:rungator■, deren werkle1nernde Bedeutung dem 

BT n1oht mehr gelaeutlg 1al •••• •87 And Behm def1n1tel7 

d a , 
eparts trom any d1mlnut1Ye ldea ln apv,o~ when be atates: 

Gedaoht 1at ottenbar n1abt an daa kle1ne vebrloae 
Laemmle1n ••• , Ylelmebr an den Jungen W144er mll 
Hoerner (s. Dan.B,3; Benoab--Apok.90,9), den ze1oben 
der Kraft und fu.eratlloben Bghelt (wgl. a. Koa.331 17; 
Pa. 22,22; 75,11; Jer.48,26). B 

!he question ot the Old Testament baakgroun4 ot 1 lamb1 

needa attentton, espeo1ally ln Ylev of the faot tb.cit the 

symbol ls 1ntroduoe4 ln the flttb chapter of the Apooalypae 

without aZ!)lana.t1on. EYldentl7 lte me.an1ng waa olear to 

John's rP.adera without axplanation. 69 One 001114, ot oourse, 

oonJeoture th'.lt he who hsd been led to Cbr1at by the Bap. 

t1.st•n words, 1Behol4, the Lamb of Clo41 (Jn. 1:28,39), would 

ha.Ye otten uttered and explained tbia meaningful symbol to 

his oongreg~t1ona. But the queat1on yet remalna a■ to what 

Old Testament ldea(a) underlie(a) tbla taYorlte Jollannlne 

m Hans Werner Surkau, 'Lamm Gottaa, • ln Bibliaqh--!bl,Q­
,..:::::: lllndpaerllll'IIIIAb ...,. k!belal bel 1111d. .&11. n111eren ____ Y?EP· b.9z-a11agegeben Yon Dlo oa,erloh und Hana 

gelland ett1ngen: Van4enboe0k • Rupreobl, o.19154), 
P• 330. 

68Johannea Behm, ~ PtttPMrYPK 4al,. ,labaoo1e, in Ru. 
Jim&a. T11tom10S Pe~b, berauage1eben Yon Paul Altbau■ 
Tiioi"tt1n,ren1 Van4e eok 6 Rupreihl, 19&3), la, :SS. Bernbar4 
We1aa, BfbliqaJ, ~pplpg At --- Z■pmnl, translated 
from the tbird reYlaect i4It1on orthe erman by Da.Yld Baton 
and Jamea I. Dlaguld (141.nbugh: T. &a 1'. Olark• n.c1..), II, 
2'13, footnote 2 appears to stand alone ln holding tbat the 
41■1nutl•• 1■ •1nten11onall7 aeleolect.• 

69aehm, G• au,., P• aa. 
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tltle. 

!bat the Buttering Senant ot Jealah 63 va■ interpreted 

as meaa1an1c 1n the New Te■tament 1■ eY14ent f'ltom Aota 81 

32tt~ And that Iaalah D3, e1peoiall7 Yer••• 7f. (•Aa a sheep 

led to the slaughter or as a lamb before 1ta shearer la dwab, 

10 he opens not hla mouth.•), lie■ behind the Lamb ot the Apoaa­

ln>ae 1a the general opinion ot aoholara.70 Others allow 

a oomblned reference to Ia. 63&7f. and the Paaobal Lamb of 

Exodus (ot. l Oor. &:7: •ror 0bz-1at, our paaobal lamb, baa 

been aaor1t1oed. 1 ).71 A poaa1ble oomb1ne4 reterenoe to Ia. 

63:7t. and Jer. 11:19 ( 1But % was like a gentle lamb led to 

the slaughter •••• 1 ) ia held by Beak and Svate,72 but 

70Ragnar Le1vestad, Obrist ~Conqueror (New Xork: The 
Maom1llan Company, 1964), p. 222; Welaa AR• m.s,., II, 273, _ , 
footnote 21 G. R. Beaaley--Nurra7, Al R•roi111a1, 1n Dia. 
.hv .IU.hl.e. Uo,eptart_ edited b7 r. DaYldeon, A. . Stlbba and 
rr~anand p1da: Wm. B. Eel'4Jlana Publ1ah1ng Co., 
1983), P• 1177; Burrows,&• 111•• PP• 87-8: Warf'leld, sm,. 
li1,., p. 291; Preston and-Hanson,&• .m.s.., p. 76; Obarlea, 
&• .QU.., I, 141; Rolt...nn, Jm.• .9U..,--r:- 0481 A poaalble 
raterenoe to Is. D3:7t. la adm1tted b7 Rawlinson, AR• .slU·, 
PP• 192-93; Adene7, QD.• aJ.1., PP• 184-88. 

71re1ne, Zbe0Ja1114aa IIYftD Zeel•m•nl•, P• 3771 Sob1ok, 
&• .a1.t..., p. 30; Jamee Hotfatt, 1ftie ReYelation of Dt. John 
the 'Divine,• 1n Zia fen•&~ftE'• Cfrtftk z1■1e1ol, edited b;r 
W. Roberlaon Nlooll ~and ap141: Wm..rclmana Publ1ah1ng 
Company, 1981), Y, 384; .Revere l'ranklln Welc1Der, Billlga1 
ZheoJoa A%. .Jib.a la fe1temeDI (Obloagoz r1em1ng B.evell Oo., 
1891), II, 289. Wal••• .cm• JIU.., II, 2f3 footnote 2 denle• 
a reterenoe to the Paaoha1 L1111b, and l'rank C. Porter, •Book 
of ReYelation,• in A RJ=11anarx .Gt.llla Bibi•• edited b7 
James Raat1ngs (New-Yor :barlea Sorlbner a Sona, 1902), 
IV, 263, holds that the •tter ot referring the Lamb ot the 
Apooaln,ae to eltber the Battering Senant of Iaalah or to 
the Paaahal La■b, or lo both, ■u■I remain unoerta1n. 

f2Beak, AR• au,., P• 209; av.,.. •· Jill., P• f8. 
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11 denied by Mottatt.'3 SteYena helpa ua to pull thla 

material to a aatistaotor, oonolua1on when be atatea: 

Whether it (the dealgnation ot the SaYlo• •• the Lamb] 
1a a remin1soenoe ot the 4esoript1on of the sutte._ 
1ng Servant of Jehovah, under the tigure ot a lamb, 
1n Isa. 53:?, or polnta to the PaaaoYer lamb, o• to 
the aovenant otterlnga, or represent■ a oomblnat1on 
ot ideas whioh ls no longer direotly dependent on 8117 
one ot these 014 Teatament oonoeptlona, we oannot 
oerta1nly determine. In ,iny aaae 1 tbe La■b1 le a 
symbol ot obedient and aelt-den7lng loYe.7 4 

And Kiddle writes: 

It is not muoh to the point to dlaouaa the original 
oonaeptions 1'rom whioh John 4er1Yed the symbol [the 
Lamb]--to enquire whether be waa referring to the 
paaobal lamb 1n Szodua, or to the md'te•1ng lamb ot 
Ia. 53. ProbablJ both contributed to an ldea vhlob 
was rich ln meaning, and must, aa we know from other 
Hew Testament literature& have been familiar to the 
ohurahes ot John's da7.7 o 

Agreeable as lt might be, we oannot aa Jet dlamlas th1e 

aubJeot ot the baakgl"ound ot the Lamb ot the ApooalJpae, tor 

there are those who see ita roots, partially at leaet, in 

Javlah Apooalyptlo. Were the 1Lamb atan4ing1 merelJ ••• 

though lt bad been slain •••• • (B:8; of. 15:12; 12:11; 

13:8, d al· )1 the 014 Teatament Lamb paaeagee would baYe 

aat1af1e4 all as ~le baokground. But tbla la a Lamb 1v1th 

aeven horna and vlth anen •1••· • •• 1 (&:8) 1 vho ahepherde 

the aainta (?:l?), who atanda amid Bla 144,000 •• thelr 

73xottatt, &• au,., V, 38'. 

'" SteYen■• &• lb.·• p. 538. 

' 15Kld4le and Roea, &• 111•• p. 98. 
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0hamp1on (14:1), la followed by them (14:4), an4 oonquer■ 

•• 'Lord ot lorda and King ot k1ng■1 (17:14). Henoe, aobolara 

point out tbat the Lamb 1n the Apooalrpse 1a the result of 

a merger ot two idea.a. 1 Tbe Lamb 1a at onoe the tr1umpbant _ 

Heaa1ah, leading Bia people to vlotor7, and the ■uttering 

Meaaiab who la7a down Hla lite tor Hla people.•78 The fol'llel' 

idea, 1t 1a olalmed, 1a deriYed trom Jevl■b Apooal7pt1a.77 

Charles has the tulle■t and the moat autborltatlYe preaenta­

tion ot tbe pert1neD~ taots. Be vrltea: 

Thia usage [lamb as a symbol tor a leader] la well 
a t tested 1n 1 &iooh, where, 89,48 (181 B.C.), Samuel 
aa a leader 1a oal l ed a lamb, and llkevlae DaYld and 
Solomon, 89,46.48, before the7 were anointed klnga. 
All the f'a1thful in the earlJ Haooabean period are 
also oalled lambs, 90,8.8, but all theae are vllhout 
horna. In 90,9.12, boweYer, there aria• 1horned lambs,• 
and Juda■ Kacoabaeu■ la suoh a lamb 1v1th a .p-eat 
born. 1 !bua 1the horned laab1 1• a a7■bol tor the 
leader ot tbe Jewlah fheoaraoy. But 1t la also use4 
of the Messlab 1n 1 Enooh 901 :58 and 1n the fest. Joaeph 
1s1e (100-197 B.O: ·>, wh,ere .Jhe word■, ypo,,:~>.6~i ii;.,.,p,o.s , 
K°"'- • • • yre11,"Tc:( ~ ~"'IPL~ op~" t<."T G\.\)TIN ttcu. Evc.1e.11EaEv' 
~~r~ ~ ~,,..~~s, refer to one ot the llaooabee■, mo■I 
probably to John lqraanu•. How, alnoe tbe author ot 
the Testament■ roudlA Jghp MrrAfPMI At ll:UL N111J•h 
••• , lt follows that tbe tel'lll la■b, or more 
partloularl7 1horned la■b, 1 was ln apooalyptlo writings 
a symbol tor tbe Neaalab. In our auJbor tbe former 
appears ln 1,,1,, the latter 1n a,e. e-

It vlll be notloe4 tbat Cbarlea makea two atatementa here 

78cbarlea, gn,. ail.·, I, oz111. 

771.1214., I, az111-ozlYJ Beaale7-Kurra7, .Im• 111.•, 
P• 1177:Tuea Denney, llal&a, aa4 llul. f:•B! ,Nev York: 
A. O. Araatrong & Son, 1"909T, pp. &&-;lq, aR.• Jd.S., 
P• 128; Beak, J!D.• SU.•, p. 888; Ravlln■on, a ;; JJJ.,., P• 192; 
Parson■, sm_. au,., pp. 168-68~ 

780barlea, All· .Ill·, I, old.11, footnote 2. 
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vhlab are aubjeot to queal1on. !beae oonJeotural atatement■ 

are tbat Jobn lqroanua 1a 1probabl71 referred to 1n Teat. 

Jo&epb 19: 8, and that 11the authoi• ot the 'leataaenta r111£AIA 

iabD. Hzrq,nuA AA lU. Mon■1Ab ..•• • Le1Yeata4, in an e.z-

oellent book entitled Qhr!■t .Hll. OopguorPE• dlaausslng tbe 

very aubJeat 1n hand, atalea: 1Wbether 1lub1 ·vas a Jeviah 

denomination ot the Heaalah la dpubt(ul. [italloa mine] (ot. 

T. Joa. 19.8).•79 An4 Surkau, reaogn1z1ng the tvo lines ot · 

thought which merge 1n the Lamb ot the Apoaalypae, and having 

presented eaah line in the aontezt of Hew Testament thought, 

writes: 

Ea kann ••• nloht e1ngewandt warden, daas die Ge­
stalt des La•e• in der Ottb. keine e1nheltllche sel, 
aondern e1nerae1ts daa 1 geaohlaahtete Lamm,• andere~ 
aelta der alegende und herraobende Neaa1aa. 11.aJal& 
IOQA!8ff 1d. a:ere4e sU.a, lre4Ja1i 4aa. KAl'IID IZ~ (ltallo■ 
mine • O 

Before we leave tbe aubJeot ot tbe baokground ot the Lamb ot 

the Apoaeln,se, a word ot Rowle7, though bordering on the 

aaroast1o, 1s in order. Be Wl"1te■ I 

it is more important to appreciate tbe spirit and 
purpose ot the author than to traoe the origins ot 
hle ma1ier1ala, origins ot whlah he was probabl7 him­
self muoh leas aware tban bl■ learned modern atudenta. 81 

The purpose of St. Jobn 1n presenting the Lamb to the 

readers ot the Apooalypae 11 to ahow that Jeeue stand■ ln 

' 9Lelvestad, .RR• All,., p. 221, footnote. 

BOsurkau, ,sm • .all·. p. 330. 

81Ro,,1e7, AA· JalS.., P• 128. 
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the presence ot God aa tbe One vho ottere4 R1maelt on the 

earth. 82 The 1mpl1oat1on• of tb1a tramendoua tact v1th reter­

enoe to t h~ peroon end work 0£ Obrl-t, and aa regards B1a 

·relation to God &nd to 81.s tnllowara shall oonoern ua 1n the 

following obaptera. 

82Sohlatter, Di1nlo&tyn11D. a.a BJ,ho1, P• 000. 


