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"there 1s sosrcely a symbol or figure employed that is not
appronriatad to some extent from the 01d Testament-"a3 Hayea
Points out that "this bock has heen called '‘a rhetorical
resums of previous Esripture.'"54 S0 algs with referesnce to
the New Testament, and speclfically to the dootrine of Ohrist,
the Apocalypse "furnishes no doctrine of Christ which is not
warranted Dy gone corresponding analogy in the gaapala[éié,].'35
"Die Ouristologie der Apk ist also ebenfalls keine andere als
dle dor andaren ntlichen Schriften," writes Feine.%6 aaa
Warfleld states thet "1t would not be untrue to say that the
Book of Revelation, . . . gathers up into an epitoms and gives
vivid expression to the whole nentury's thought of Jesus. 837
Th2 whole matter of the indebtedness of the Apocalypse to the
re3t of Soripture is beautifully summarized by Van Oosterzee:
Aa impartial survey of the doatrlnal system of tha Apoca-
lypse reveals, on the one hand, how many an earlier or
latsr objeotion %» this book rests on a misunderstanding
or a prejudice, and on the other hand, how the prospect
hore opened up by no mezns standa alone in Holy Soript-

ure, but is, as 1t were, the orown of that z2ten whose
follage ia spraad forth bsfore sur eyes in the prophetio

- 33Hilton S. Terry ﬂ;h;;ng; (New York:
Eaton & Mains, 0.18985. p. 285. e A. T. bertson, Sylls-
bus for New Teatane (Nashville, Tennessee: The Broad-
man Fress, ¢.1915), pp. 264-55 for a 1list of the 014 Testa-
ment imagery ln the Apoealypse.

34}15)’33, 2p. m.. 9] 23 310=11.
35Terry, gn. git., v. 262.

36paul Feine nglggig 2g3 Esngn (Berlin:
Evangelische Veriagannat t, 1922), p. 376.
374arrield, on. 24%.., p. 286.
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and Apostoliec writings of the 0ld and New Testament.

As streams lose themselves in the ocean, so do all the

expectations of blessedness opened to us in Soripture

unite in the Apocalyptic perspective; and precisely to

the latest book of the New Testament the investigation

as to the higher unity of the different doctrinal sys-

tems attachsg itself easily, and, as it were, without

any effort.

As Jesus Christ i1s the central Figure in the Apocalypse,
the dootrine of His person and work receiving full and adequate
emphasis in agreement with the rest of Soripture, so the cen-
tral act of His work is Hie redemptive death and the central
characterization of Him is in the role of Savior. It is in
the light of His saving death that the Apocalypse views Hig
heavenly actions and relationships. Feine observes:

Sieht man aber nun naeher zu, so it es die Anschauung

auch des Apokalyptikers ebenso wlie wir es bel Paulus

und im Hebraeerbrief fanden, dass dlese Person, der

Ohristus, gerade die Herrscherpraedikate im Grunde

doch erst auf Grund und nach Ausrichtung seinsg Er-

loesungswerkes an der Menschhelt erlangt hat.

Schlatter writes: "Alle Macht und That des himmlischen Christus
it mit seinem Kreuz verknuepft als die Folge und Frucht seines
heiligen Opfers auf Erden."¥? We will have more to say oon-
cerning the redemptive death of Christ in the following chap-
ter. Ve merely here want summarily to note that the Apocalypse
distinctly emphasizes the fulfillment of Christ's redemptive

work in and through His death, attaching the greatest impor-

%8van oOosterzee, gn- git.-» p- 414.
59Feine, Dia Raligion des Neuen Testaments, p. 129.
40g0nlatter, Einleitung in die Bibel, p. 800. See also

A. Schlatter, Die das Zestaments (Stuttgart:
Verlag der Vereinbuchhandlung, 1910), II, 148.

o iad o et S s
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tance to this death.?l

To the end of expressing in symbol and in picture the
supreme vwork of Jesus culminating in His death John uses all
the resources of his art.%? John never calls Jesus "Savior."
His symbol for the Savior in the Apoocalypse is "the Lamb." The
Very frequenoy with which this title occurs,?3 to say nothing
of the significance of this name in the entire Apocalypse de-
mands attention. And attention it has received by almost
every writer who has devoted serious study to the Book. To
mention only a few, Parsons,*? Stevens,45 Johnson,4® Burrows,47
Sheldon,48 Holtzmann, 49 rhrrar.5° Beck.51 Hayes.52 and many

t1on;. How Fosks s iasaltii SogSanns Thagigen (Pogone i,
op. git., ocizvii.

42ppeston and Hanson, op. 9i%-» p. 32.

438¢¢ List of Names, aupra, pp. 1li-12.

44parsons, gp. 9i%., p- 164.

453tevens, gn. 9i%., p- 536.

45Johnson. gn. git., pp. 72-3.

‘WBurrows. gp. git., p. 87.

48gne1d0n, gp. g1%-, pp. 162-63.

4Sgeinrich Julius Holtzmann, Lehrbuch Neutestament-

lichen Theolggie (Tuebigen: Verlag von J. G. B. Nohr, 1911),
In b48. 8

50prederic W. Farrar Early [} 4 w
(New York: Cassell, Patt'ar.nanlpin & Uo., 1882), p. 332.

513°°k. 2D. m-. De 276-

®2Hayes, on. 9i%., pp. 227-28.
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Others have noted the signifiocance of the resurrence of the
use of the title "Lamb" for Christ. Terry outlines the en-
tire Apocalypse with reference to the Lamb.%3 Seniek recog-
nizes thie symbol as the Apocalypse's picture for Christ as
Redeemer and Savior.94 Feine states that the presentation of
Christ as the Lamb "ist die charakteristische [Vorstellung]dieses
Buches. "56 Warfield goes so far as to suggest that the Lamb

had acquired for him [the_seer] much the status of &

D e Joniatore nantebatuvanlc fhci e oo

that most obosely symbolises by this tatle o8 o]
Dean decleres that Ythe real scheme of thought of the Book of
Revelation requires that its conception of Him [Chriast] as
the Lemb that was slain should be central.®57 Ellwanger con-
siders the use of Lsmb for Jesus "the golden thread of its
Lthe Apooalypae's] interpretation and the keynote of its

understanding. "¢ Ana Rawlinson, having discussed the refer-

58?3!‘17. m- m-. pp. 271—"2-

S4pqyard Sehick, "Die Apokalypse," in Hellige Schrifs
dn Deutscher nmr.a;.tm (Euhtom--BiboU-!ﬁa. Neus xunmr.;
herausgegeben von Karl Staab (Wuerzburg: Echter--Verlag, 1952),

55Feine, Die Baliglan des Neuen Zeataments, p- 130.

56yarriela, gp. gik., pp. 290-91. Bee footnote 8 on p.
291 in Warfield, where he claims backing for this suggestion
by Hoestra &nd Gebhardt. See also Beock,; gp. git., p. 258;
Preston and Hanson, gp. 2if-, p. 76.

67J. T. Dean, Book Revelation (Edinburgi: T. & T.
Clark, 1915),.;? 5%?‘ &L S

58i{alter Ellwenger, "The Dootrine of Christ in the Apoca-
lypse, * unpublished Bachelor's Thesis, Concordia Seminary,
Bt. Loulp 1928. P 24.
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ences %o the Lamb in the Apocalypse, concludes by saying:
“There could be no better summary of the Christology of the
Apocalypse. 59

John the 2&>i¢ist had e=ld, "Behold, the Lamb of God!"
John the evangelist followed Jesus and saw him live

the svotlesg 1life, and die on the oross; and then in
apocalyptic vision he saw him at the head of heaven's
hosts 2nd sittinann heaven's throne; and to him Jesus
was the Paschal Lamb, slain for sin, saving from sin.
To him heaven's King was a warring, ogercomlng. purify-
ing, illuminating Lamb on the throne.®0

Indeed, Christ as the Lamb is the characteristic of the
Apocelypse. Not only is He the central Figure, not only is
the doctrine of His pergon and work fully treated, not only
does His work oculminate in Hig death; but. He is central as
the Lamb, as the Lamb He died, and on the basis of the Lamb
passages an interesting and edifying Christology can be postu-
lated. These latter points will receive full treatment in
later chapters. A preview of what lies in store is nigcely

given in the words of Bernhard:

In the peculiar title [the Lamb], thus studiously em-
ployed, end illustrated by the repeated mention of the
slaying and the blood, we read the doctrine, that the
ground of the nersonal is ths ground of the genersl
gselvation: that the place which the sacrifice of the
desth of Christ holds in the conscliousness of the be-
liever, is the same which the saorifice of the death of
Christ holds in the history of the Church, and that he
conquers for us, and reigns among us, and achieves the

59
Alfred Edward John Rawlinson, ZThe New Iggggagnj -
: and Co., Ltd.,

of Chrigt (London: Longnans, Green
{5208 of tha C ;

Goﬂayes. op. olt., p. 228.
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takes away the sin of the world.

Linguistioc oconsiderations regarding the Lamb, its usage
in the New Testament, and 1ts background in the 0ld Testament
need our brief attention before we exegetically consider the
Lamb passages.

Lamb ( Zpw/ov) 1g used 28 times with reference to Ohrist
in the Apocalypse (5:6,8,12,13; 6:1,16; 7:9,10,14,17; 12:11;
13:8; 14:1,4,4,10; 15:3; 17:14,14; 19:7,9; 21:9,14,22,23,27;
22:1,3).52 Elgewhere in the New Testament the word is found
in John 21:15, where the plural (%pvii) is used of Christ's
followers. This reference is, inocidently, one of the two
passages in the New Teatament where "lamb" i1s employed with-
out reference to Ohrist (gf. Lk. 10:3, <s apvas ). Ohrist is
referred to as "Lamb" in the rest of the New Testament,
though not frequently, and always under the word a}«.va's. The
usage "is characteristic of the Johannine writings."S3 Thus,
John 1:29,36, Jesus is desoribed as "the Lamb of God" ( &
Opves 7oV Feo) )s in the former passage as "the Lamb of God

who takes away the sin of the world." Aots 8:32 speaks of

61
Thomas Dehaney Bernhard Erogresas of Ennung in
ihe Zegtament iarand R&pl.aﬂ. ndervan Publishing House,
n.d. s Po 201. -
62'-'t‘he 29th use of 5pw'av in the Apocalypse is with refer-

enge to the cecond beast in 13:11: "Then I saw another beast
which rose out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb

Eo‘;-cocor ipw’q;] and it spoke like a dragon."

83yincent Taylor, Names of Jesus (London: Maomillan
& Go., Loaer 1000)0 . aeghanses of 3
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Christ as it quotes Is. 53:7f: "As = sheep led to the
slaughter or a lamb [&ovo'sfl before its shearer is dumb,
80 he opens not hie mouth." And in 1 Pet. 1:15 the readerc
are reminded that they vere redeemed "with the precious
blood of Christ, like thet of a lamb [&s dmvev Jwithout
blemigh or spot." This is the extent of the New Testament
ugage of "lamb" (both aﬂva's and apw'av).

In answer to the question as to why gpv/ov instead of
9uvds 18 employed in the Apocalypse Lenskl offers a lingulistic
answers:

The oblique cases of a/u.vos are seldom used, those of

apvos being substituted, of whish, in turn, the nomi-

hetive was not used. Since in Revelation both the
nominative and tha obligue ceses are required for

"Lamb, ¥ neither 5uves nor apves were guitable but

only o’spmv of which all oases were in usg. . . .

This 1s the reason for the employment of s pvioY in

Revela&on. it 18 merely a linguistic matter in the
Greek.

Kiddle rightly observes that the meaning of "Lamb" is not
effected by the faot that gpwov 1s used in the Apocalypse,
while Zuvés ig used in the other New Testament citations.
"In the one [the Apocalypse] as in the other [the Fourth
Gospell, the Lamb's death is the means of cleansing God's
pecple from their sins. . . .80 “Apviov 18, of course,

diminutive in form, but this fact must not be pressed.®6

4R, 0. H. Lensxs, Zho Interorefation of St. John's
Revelation (Columbus: The Wartburg Press, ¢.1943), p. 188.

65Martin Kiddle ana M. K. Ross, The Eg!ﬂﬁezgn .
John (New York: Harper & Brothers 1"ub11ahers. 1 40&.‘ p. 98.

S63wete, op- gik-» p- 76-
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Surkau agrees with this, saying of 5pw$V} "urspruenglich
eine Verkleinerungsform, deren verkleinernde Bedeutung dem
NT nicht mehr gelaeufig ist. . . -%67  Ana Behm definitely
departs from any diminutive idea in cipviov yhen he states:
foisaky,er orteber ot tn dhe S pimiaes,,
Hoerner (s. Dan.8,3; Henoch--Apok.80,9), den zeichen
ggfagrgg? ggdliyeggﬁfighgg)?ggeit (vgl. 8. Mos.33,17;
’ F ’ » »

The question of the 014 Testament background of "lamb"
neads attention, especially in view of the fact that the
symbol is introduced in the fifth chapter of the Apoocalypse
without explanation. Evidently its meaning was clear to
John's readers without explanation.sg One could, of course,
eonjecture that he who had been led to Christ by the Bap-
tist's words, “"Behold, the Lamb of God" (Jn. 1:26,39), would
have often uttered and explained this meaningful symbol to
his congregations. But the question yet remains as to what

014 Testament idea(s) underlie(s) this favorite Johannine

% Hane Werner Surksu, "Lamm Gottes," in Biblisch--Theg-

Handwoerterhugh zuxr Lutherbibal und zu nsusren
gﬁhﬂ:ﬂﬂﬁz“?ﬁfn“ harausgegeben von Edo Oaterloh und Hans
gg%%and ettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, ©.1954),
p. .

88Johannes Behm, Dig Offenbarunz des Johannes, in Das
iy g "iﬁbrauagegeben von Paul Althaus

deatament
(UGoettingen: Vandenhoeok & Ruprecht, 1953), XI, 35. Bernhara

Weles al Theology ;hg,ggg zgﬂggmgng. translated
from %he third revised tion of the German by David Eaton

and James E. Duguid (Edinburgh: T. & T. Olark, n.d.), II,
273, footnote 2 appears to stand alone in holding that the

diminutive 1s "intentionally selected."
S%Benm, gp. gif., p- 36.
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title.

That the Suffering Servant of Isalah 53 was interpreted
as messlanic in the New Testament is evident from Acta 8:
S2ff. And that Isalah 53, especially verses 7f. ("As a sheep
led to the slaughter or as a lamb before its shearer is dumb,
80 he opens not his mouth."), lies behind the Lamb of the Apoca-
lypse is the general oplnion of scholars.’® Others allow
& oombined reference to Is. 563:7f. and the Paschal Lamb of
Exodus (of. 1 Cor. 5:7: "For Ohrist, our paschal lamb, has
been gacrificed.").7l A possible combined reference to Is.
63:7f. and Jer. 11:19 ("But I was like a gentle lamb led to
the slaughter. . . .") 1s held by Beck and Swete,”2 but

7°Ragnar Leivestad, Christ the Congueror (New York: The
Magmililan Gompany, 1954), p. 222; Welss gn_ cit., II, 273,
footnote 2- R. Beasley--Murray in
Eﬂn._xﬁlg‘_g?agnxggﬁa edited by F. Davidson. A. M. Stibbs and

F. Kevan and Rapids: Wm. B, Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1953), p. 1177; Burrows, gp. Sik-» pp. 87-8; Warfield, gp.
8it., p. 291; Preston and Hansgon, gn.‘g%;.. p. 76; Charles,
2p. glit., I, 141; Holtzmann, QD. 548; A possible
reference to Is. 53:7f. 18 admittod by Rawlinson, gp. git.,
pp. 192-93; Adeney, gn. gif-» Pp. 164-68.

"1Fe1ne Thealogie das Neuen Teatamenta, p. 377; Schick,
s» Do 30- Jamas Hof'att. "The Revelation of St. John

an.

the Divine,# in %:nnntﬁn:_l edited by

W. Robertson Nieoll (Grand Rapids: VWnm. Eerdmans Publishlng
Company, 1951), V, 384; Revere Franklin Weidner,

of the Teatament (Chicago: Fleming H. Eavell Co.,
1g9l), II, 269. Weiau. op. 8it., II, 273 footnote 2 denies
arrgfer;nce touthe Paschal Lamb. and Frank C. Pg:teg.b'ﬂook
o evelation, " in gxgggang:z the Bib ;g edlte ) 4
James Hasting; (New é&ork. harles Scribner a.sons. 1902),
IV, 263, holds that the matter of referring the Lamb of the

Apocalypse to either the Suffering Servant of Isaiah or to
the Paschal Lamb, or to both, must remain uncertain.

72Beck, pp. git-, p- 269; Swete, gp. 9i%.» p. 78.
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is denied by Morfatt.75 Stevens helps us to pull this
material to 2 satisfactory conclusion vhen he states:

Whether 1t [the designation of the Savior as the Lamb]
is » reminiscence of the desoription of the suffer-
ing Servant of Jehovah, under the figure of a lamb,

in Iga. 53:7, or points to the Pagsover lamb, or to
the covenant offerings, or represents a combination
of ideae which 1s no longer directly dependent on any
one of these 0ld Testament conceptions, we cannot
certainly determine. In any case "the Lay " is a
eymbol of obedient and self-denying love.

And Kiddle writes:
It 1s not much to the point to discuss the original
coneeptione from which John derived the symbol [the
Lemb]--to enquire vhether he was referring to the
paschal lamb in Excdus, or to thesuffering lamb of
Ie. 63. Probably both contributed to an idea which
was rich in meaning, and must, as we know from other

New Testament 11taratuq$5 have been familiar to the
churches of John's day.

Agreeable as it might be, we cannot as yet dismiss this
subject of the baokground of the Lamb of the Apocalypse, for
there are those who gee its roots, partially at least, in
Jewish Apocalyvtic. Were the "Lamb standing" merely "as
though it had been slain. . . ." (5:8; of. 5:12; 12:11;
13:8, gt gl.), the 0ld Testament Lamb passages would have
satisfied all as ample background. But this is a Lamb "with
seven horns and with seven eyes. . . ." (5:6), who shepherds
the saints (7:17), who stands amid His 144,000 as thelr

73Horfatt. on. git., V, 384.
74Stevens, on. git.» p. 536.
vs‘idﬂle and BOBI. nc mol p. 98-
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Chanmpion (14:1), 1s followed by them (14:4), and conquers
as "Lord of lords and King of kings" (17:14). Hence, scholars
point out that the Lamb in the Apocnlypse 1s the result of
a merger of two 1deas. "The Lamb is at once the triumphant
Hesslah, leading His people to victory, and the suffering
Megslah who lays down His life for His pQOple.‘75 The former
idea, 1t is claimed, is derived from Jewlsh Apocalyptic.??
Charles has the fullest and the most authoritative presenta-
tion of the pertinent facts. He writes:

This usage [lamb as a symbol for a leaderl] 1s well
attested in 1 Enoch, where, 89,45 (161 B.C.), Samuel
&8 a leader is onlled a lamb, and likewise David and
Solomon, 89,46.48, before they were anointed kings.
All the faithful in the early Maccabean period are
also called lambs, $0,8.8, but all these are without
horne. In 90,9.12, however, there arise "horned lambs,"
and Judas Macoabaeus 1s such a lamb "with a zreat
horn.® Thus ¥Ythe horned lamb" is a symbol for the
leader of the Jewish Theooracy. But it 1s also used
of the Messlah in 1 Enoch 90,38 and in the Test. Joseph
19,8 (109-107 B.C.), where fhe words, 7ponide’ duvos ,
KAC o o o TAVTA T DMPLR CPAWY KaT aLTOV Kal EVLKNGEV
avTa & amvos, refer to one of the Macoabees, most
ggobg‘bly to John Hyrcanua. Now, since the au&hor of

e Testaments regarded John qu.nn. the Hegslah
e« « o« 5 1t follows that the term lamb;q' or more
partiocularly "horned lamb,® was in apocalyptic writings
& symbol for the Messiah. In our au;hor the former
appears in 17,14, the latter in 5,6.78

It will be noticed that Charles makes two statements here

763]1&1‘188, an. m-’ I. oxiii.

77I01d., I, oxiii-oxiv; Beasley——Murray, on. Sik-,
P- 1177; Jam;a 5enney. M&, and the hlew York:
A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1809), pp. 65-6; Rowley, gn. Qit.,
pP. 126; Beck, op. 9it., p. 268; Rawlinson, gp. git., p. 192;
Parsons, gp. git., pp. 165-8S.

?8Charles, gp- goit-» I, oxiii, footnote 2.
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which are subjeot to question. These conjectural statements
are that John Hyrcanus i1s "probably" referred to in Test.
Joseph 19:8, and that "the author of the Testaments rasgarded
John Hyrcanus aas the Mogsiah. - . ." Leivestad, in an ex-
cellent book entitled Ghrist fhe Congueror, discussing the
very subject in hand, statea: "Whether ‘lamb' was a Jewish
denomination of the Messiah is doubtful [italies mine] (ef.
T. Jos. 19.8)."72 Ana Surkau, recognizing the two lines of -
thought which merge in the Lamb of the Apocalypse, and having
presented each line in the context of New Testament thought,
writes:

Es kann . . . nicht eingewandt werden, dass die Ge-

stalt des Lammes in der Offb. keine einheitliche sel,

sondern einerseits das "geschlachtete Lamm," anderer-
seits der siegende und herrschende Messias.

Nichtg
8 ou.t gerade die Bredigt des ganzen NI [italics
mined.
Before we leave the subject of the background of the Lamb of
the Apoczlypee, a word of Rowley, though bordering on the
sarcastie, 1s in order. He writes:
it is more important to appreciate the spirit and
purpose of the author than to trace the origins of
bhis materigls, origins of which he was probsbly him-
self muoh less aware than his learned modern students.Sl
The purpose of St. John in presenting the Lamb to the

readers of the Apocalypse is to show that Jesus stands in

79Leivestad, op. oit.» p- 222, footnote.
808urkau, gp. git.s p. 330.
813“1". on. m.. P 126.
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the presence of God as the One who offered Himself on the
earth. &2 The implications ¢f this tremendous fact with refer-
ence to the pergon ond work of Ohriet, and as regards His
relation to God and to Hls fnllowers shall concern us in the

following chapters.

828chlatter, Einleitung in die Bibel. p. 500.




