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OlIAPTER III 

TIIE OO?iTFLIBUTIOlT Oli' JESUS• BEA'l'ITUDli:S ~o �~� VISIO DEI m 
THE OilRISTIAB HOPE 

Tho Beat1tudaa as a \1hole 

The incarnation of our Lord Jesus Cbriat,, that ao1; 1n 

\7h:!ch the tlighty- Rl.\lor of the universe directly entered his­

tQr:,,, 1c the crucial point :ln all of our Christian living, 

action,. and. th:1nk1ng. And enJ' thought• word• or 11J.111t1ng of 

:cum vllich aspires to utter sane word or \11sdaa that :la t1'll8 

visclcm,. must refloot this Jesus vho is the Truth. Thia :18 

pm.•ticularl.1' so \'lhan we van1; to aa;s IIIVf;h1Dg about eacbatol­

ogr. vhen we ask the quoaticma1 .. What will happen thent• 
-

11~0 what extent v111 ve be able to see God?a aHalr ldU that 

dif'fer 1"1-an what WO are DR 8:Sp91"1cmo1ngf11 11\7111 it .41.ff'ez­

at an,0 

So it 1a that in our 1-eatigatlon �~� the v1alo De1 CL• 

a Cbr1at1an hope.- we turn �~�~� 1Dtcmnat1cm to Jeaua. ~t 

intmmat1on •• f'!nd moat o1e&rl1' art1ou1ated 1n tha Beati­

tud••• JD.On part1~:&1' 1n the ezo1Amat1• �~� Je&WII 
11Bleaaed 8"· the pUl'8 1n haU"I;• for they Rball ••• Goel• (llatt. 

S r8) • 'lhat; is a pNmlae atraighi; f'i-Clll the Upa �~� OU1" 

Savior:i thaJ' abaJ l see Go4. But that pi-aa:lae 4oea not atmd 

a.1.one •. 1aolated. fztaa the rea1; �~� Sor:tp1au."8a• or even b'CIII 

the Nat or the Beat1tudea. �~� % �1�n�1�w�a� or •ahol.a•~ ttabl-

I 
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neas rec~res that we aXAJa,,ne that statement 1n J.ta context. 

!i.1hesG BeatJ.tudea must be taken as a \7hcl.a. 1'hey are 

not e1Gb,t steps tbat a person must tako in OX'der to achieve 

tlle bl.oss ings of God• nor e1.gb.t atages through wh1.oh ha must 

pass• but much rather they are aight aspects of d1ao1p1eahJ.p. 

It ia like J.ook:tng at a diomona. f'rcm vaz-1oua dirootionaJ you 

~10¥ see a diff erent facet. but you are 1ooldn~ at the same 

diamond. This then 1.s the unity which ties these BeatJ.tud~ 

toge~er. a unity- \7h1ch cannot be lu-oken ui.thout doirlg vi.~ 

J.enc, to the \'lho1o. We must romamb81" this pr1no1p1e: "Die . ' . 
einzel.uen Verheiazungen J.aasan aich Dicht v0D111nan4n-. tren­

nen.111 

In the .tqrm ot these v¢o~ Beatitudes Jesus 1a tell-

1ng,il1a d1Ec1.p1e.o that Ho am He al.one 1a the real. Helper 

and Comfortcn .. in all. pbilsea Qi' ll.fe. 1'hooe Bea.tJ.tudea are 

taken as a canpl.ete unit. ror as auah they appl1' to tbs 

wbol.e. 9f one• s be1Ds1 they c1o this be ca.use the lt1.ngd.C111 of 

God \7h1ch Jesus proola1ma is one vh1.ch involves utta- Gld 

unreservecl cG!lld.tmont am. deyotton to Gocl•a Z'lll.a.2 11.l than 

the oachllto1ogloa1 outlook 1.a that forae w!d.ch gov81"D&I the 

oomuat am. att1.tude of the £nc11vidual belleverJ but such an 
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' attitudo tor,ard the La.st ·~ nevor lacks an 5nner rela-

tion to tho God who praui&fi!S salvation,. am to tl:Jat aaJ.va­

tion 1 tse.lf. 3 

Jesus hel.-e pi-anises bapp1nesa or blosaednesa. but the 

blessedness here described goes muall deeper than 11happ:lnaaa• 

ao we ordinarily think or ita an emotion wh1oh mera11" r14ea . 
on the sur.t"aoe or our lives. shift:tng am allans1n8 v1th · 

ov01'7 wind ot circumatance. :Ct is rather true~ abiclizlg hap• 

p1ness. a joy t1h1oh reache.a down alJd. grasps tho so\11 of an 
I 

1ndiv1dua1. :Ct 1·s "that blessedness which the vorld. cannot; 

give and \"thich the uorld caimot toke aw&.7J 11 1t "depama cm 

inm1rd oond.1 Uon rather than on outvard oi.roumstanoe. n4-
This blessedness cona1ata J.n be1Dg in a oov8JIDZ)t nla~1on­

oh1p ~,1th the AJl':lighty Loving Goel• 1D hav!Dg the K:J ngd'D of 

God reigning 1n o pei-aon through i'dth 1D abriat Joaua. 

I:rote that these BeatS,tudas beg!n and' end with tbat same 

pr~a of the 1C1ngdQIJ of Heaven. 
s . 

:C~ thia .fii-st section (verses 3-6) of the Beatitude•• 

Jesus. in ,reak1ng to people who 81'9 ~ too wall DU'& of 

their uttu- apirltuaJ. Dledd•. prcmd.aea 1;hlm tba aa1vat1on Al.• 

lat .. \11Dl:J.aah, .mt• .d:li.•• P• ,38. . 

~at 1'rloe 'l!hallp~mi. ~er a tJC.Joum; .!Ill .&a 
,., "9£ ~ (B.1obnond., Vfi-i ~I Jo1m PNaa,. 
o.. • P• ~ 

Ssaa uatt. S•3 11114 10, · 
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~ody p1•0cJo,:bued 01' o'1d~ 6 Ho pramiaea tbazL a full. mxl ocn­

p1oto 1'0Ward i.n the age to ca.no upon than1 soon. a p%'alliaa 

tbat, their Spiritua.1 J.aol:: tdll bo 1"1llod Up. AD1 yet thsJ' 

are bJ.os sed now. f'or that gi.ft 1s theirs ah-aad1'• Aa contra­

ry to o.11 pm'oept!..b1o facts as it may SCHIil to be• theirs 1a 

not1 tho ltiJ:ledan of !leaven. 

In theJ next soction (verses 7-10) Jesus spoaka or tb1nga 

t1Mch these members of God•s Jt1ngdnm f,198 to do• tho ld.Dl of 
' 

in1"1uenca tl:mt they aro to have. To balance the p.r1vllogoa 

am vm:-1ed b1esrd.ngs that Ho llaa all-ead1' mant1oned• Josua 

nov, speaks of their responsibillt:laa. TbaJ' 82'e to be merc1-

1'u1. pure in heart• have an active COD081".D for P.9aoe. am. 
. . 

shot, patient peraevm-ance vhen pe:ttsfloutod for l1'1Bbteousnesa • 

sales. 

!31Gao Beatitudes and. prcm.ises bel.cmg to those devout 
porsono \1ho have al.ready- gone bOJ"cmdme~ ye81'mJ:18. 
me1•a self',.ccmdamnntian. who bavt1 already bosmi to move 
1n the opharo of' righ:beowmeas. J 

f,mn \7& f'a11 to camp]¥ '171th these :a,espcma1bil.1t1aa,. that 

does not cast us into daspa.1.r. but baoaue.a of the11- IJN.1"D888 

m:Jd their 1nt1mate o~ot:lon Id.th the first aet of Beat:l­

tudes• thoJ' cast us back to cling to the Goepe1 pNmtaaa 

held out to the apiz-1tnaJ];y :lmpovm-J.abQcl. ln tb1a seccm4 

11eoti~ Jctsua apoaka ~ the way 1D wbtah aot:lvity 1• an 

6s.e Iaa1ah 6111•3J SS11J am P■alm 37111. 

7\7i,DU.aah» S• Jdi1•• P• 176. 
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ilJheront part of the true r:tghteousnesa mm being :ln the 

Kingdom of Goel. !l1he a.ct!v:lty :la. a _great stYea&11 to tho faot 

of this rodempt1o:n. "So via a1oh doi- r.tcmsoh var Gott ~ 

ste1lt we:lsz, ~elt er.n8 

~he Vis:lo !!!,! in Uatthn 5t8 

And nov,• with His oyo on tlmt great Last D&J' in \VMah 

llo \7111 personaJJ.y am v1oibl7 acme to bring our Ohriatlan 

life to 1 ta fulf':lllmont, Ohr:lst <111~eota tbe ind:lv1dua.l. 

Ohl"ist:lan to a. pure heart :ln 'tbG sixth Beat:ltude1 "B1esaa4 

,are the pure i.n heart. n 'xo experience th1.a via:lo De&_ re­

quires a pure ham-t.. T!l.18 purta heu-t :la an 1D7ard mQt1"!" 

vating tOl'ce, a ro~oe that apt only l'Ulea a pe~son•s outrtlll'd 

actions;, but evon his. :lmlonuost thougb.te. It ia such a 

motivating foz-oe that Schlatter has :lJ1 m1n4 when he t.blUJ 

describes tb.G heart• 11 kciep,,~ beJ'lennt d.aa 1;n7GD1:lge Leben 

.JJBoh scd.ner E:1nbG:lt.. Daber entatehen al.le imlcmdicen Ham..­

lungen. amoll]. clas Denlam al.a d&la \Voll=. .1111 Herzen.-a9 

It :le a boJ.¥ pm-it,' vhioh l.Gvea "tba Lor4 t;J:v- Go4 •1th 

all tlJl' he&i-i;J" a.pl tlD,la :la or1-.ted ~J.eteJ;r to~. 

&aoh a heart ateen a ~,.-son _sJ1fay tTaq, ed1 4IDl to .toll•· 

attar :faith., cbai-.S.tT, and pa8i08JJD it aanea 8o4 with ocm-

- . 

8 
SahlatAr• 9.2• J!&i•• P• 337• · 

9:tb&4•• P~ 139. 
10 r! 22 1 l'b&. 11-11 2 ~- 21 •. 
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ti.~ pl,'&'flOJ!• niGb,t cuJ.d dm.,-Jll it n]1ng& to tb.G JQ'St&J.T of 

faith.12 But the im11nduaJ.• no t.10.tter ho\7 ha.rd he might 

tl'7 to vork at 1t,. mmnot asttain to such a pure beartJ al.1 

his O\'"JD eS:i'm-ts must 1eave l'lh1l in despair. lie must 01:7 out 

\'ti.th the Psalmists 11 C:l-oate 1n :a:ie a c;l.ean hoart• O Gocl•"l3 

. for the purity of ~uoh a heart ia ent~ly a \701"k ,of graoa, 

Godts own deed. It is the deed whioh Goel baa done 1n Jeaua. 

Yd.a :tnofUIZlate Son. for 11no one t1ho abides 1n lll.lJI s1DsJ no 

ono \·1ho Si.."10 has ei tber . seen· Hilu or k:norm mm. n 14· 
But. ~ · ·c--odta ~200 .reigns in the baut oZ a abr1at1aa 

hore on earth• if' God . bas all.owed Ilia purify'..ng · grcice to 

shine in his heazat• t~ then does the JW(mtse :aot ho1cl gooci. 

nou in this 11.te: "They ohAl.l. "ee God" 'l Dl& monks ~ tba 

Iled1eval Pezt1ocl who asp11'9d. to the v1a!.on of God had. the 

llDlff1e1-- to this question, even. tbougb tbail' ao1ut1on vaa 

wrong. It 1a, ,B.iDJ there seems to be ~'l;antJ.1' v1th WI 

".same hiddea 1mp'QZ'i ty ,1h1oh deatrQJ!• OIP9 fen.ship w1 th 

God. n.15 Si:1. which is ccmat&Jlt~ with ua. 1■ tl:Jat polluting 

agent \7hioh !ntecta our hearts al¥1 malcea puritJ' 1mpoaa1b1e~ 

Sin keeps us hen tho nd.on. Dli• 1a \'lhat Paul la tb1n)dng 

112 1'~. 113., 
121 ~hD... 31·9. 

lJpaaim S1112. 

141 John 3~6 • . 
~aa• .!D?• cit.• P• ~7 • 
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of when he s"ta:f;es 1n :L Oorintb1ana JJ1l21 11For nov, \7& aeo 

1n a miwor cl1rnl7• bUt then face to face." So it is that 

tho~ vision must be push.Gd ofC until~ Lo.st Dq; 1t 

is oaaha.tologlcal. 

nut. 1na.mnuoh as thG re1sn of God does ha.ve a f'oothol.d 

in a Ohr1st1an.: that vision evon in this life is not can.­

pletely absent. Paul. sa-,,s that \79 s,eo dhll,y'J ha doea not 

say that vie do not sea at all. 3oe11Jg God on the Last Dq 

~ill not cl11'1'er essential:cy"_f'rClll our aoeq Ilim right nm. 

In tho Kingdau of His gJ.ory our v1GW ot the llvin& inv.18• 

iblo God must still bo notb1ng more tbma. God :rev,iia]1:ng mm­
self to us; 11~1se nm1,. wbat \"te see and hem- 1a nothing 

mo1,e than Goel reveallng B:lmsolt te us. In either oaaa it ia 

not our aot1on. we that- do the seelng. God reveals. 0Daa 
. . 

Sohen 1Bt so1bPt ~1n.e Art BSren. Dlml1 IJb. ein AutAahnan cler 

at.fenbm.--ung. n16 God reveal.a H1mso1t naa- throush ma son. 

and real.l:y to perceive that Revel.at1on 1a apokeXl of 1D tanaa 

of soe1ng.17 yet not with pJ:::we10QJ. eyea. hut Yd.th the eyes 

of 1'a1th. So 1t vaa 4Ll,ao •1th the Jew1llh ozpeotation or 
exper1e.ric1Dg the "BtaiJJszei tn J thq sha1l .!!!!. 1 t.18 i'hia :la 

the way the Jw tbougbt. He spoke of .aeaillg God u he stood 

ir~-:e~ ·= ~~~. ~ - 19.$4),. V, 348 •· · 
17 See Hatt•• 13116 • 

l.SracbAaU■, &• .dl• • P• JJf-7 • 
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in the 'l'emple or in the synot,;0gue• ma \7h11o he \7118 praJ'ing• 

or ,studJ'S,Dg God•s Word~l9 So !.t :la that the Cbriatian ot 

today can II see" God• seo Him i:DBSDDJah aa God has :NWea1acl 

m.mseu to him in Ilia Reve1o.t:1on. To put .:tt :ln m,()%18 ocm.• 

tanporar,J tel'Dl1nology: \7e see Him b:, .ra1th. 

Naverthelecs this sae:lng God 1n this present tme does 

not de?JY a ll101"18 full Revelation 1n the \7m-l4 to oQ1i18. ~ 

\Torda ~ Job. tho .fact that Jecua the inoanaate Rovelaticm. 

of God \7il1 be there. and tho entil'e u:peoto.tion o~ the UG\7 

Testmuent seem to 1Jld1oate that this visio ~ '7111 be OJJO 

apparent to our arm eyes. It j,s s1gnif1aant that right in 

the midst of 111a prCU,.ses Jesus points us to Bis P&i'ouaia.20 

Than• when our hem-ts hllve f':1.mllq 'blten oloanaed 1"1-an all 

1mpur1 ties of sin• the persozm1 oanrmrn1 ,m vith God which 

,.,as already ours 1n part 1n and through l11a Revealed l'lord• 

\7111 be aux-a to the full.es.t extent. We Jmow. Utt1e mare 

than this about this f1Dal. v1sS.on of Goel• that ve vll1 ••• 

m.m as He 1a. ,aea H1m through Cbri.at., the anJ¥ MonSteatar 

~ God. 

The Beatitudes as an lmpartant azd Immediate Context 

But th1a v1ev of the esabatologloa.1 naio ?91 1a not 



28 

ono that is oanplo~e~ 5:-soJ.atod frcn tho rost a:r Jeaua• 

tbinld:ng. oaapl.etoly vall.ed off fran an:, other '1ord of our 

Lord on tbs subject; ~t is in peri'eot, harmolQ" Yd.th the 1'8&t 

o£ tho Bao.titudea. In. f'act. this vi.en dfn-1.ves sane very 

substantial. support, .frail its :t.mmecliate context. 

As l.ong a.a Tre are pj:l.gr:"ims 8Dl aojom-ners ~ 1n t.bJ.s 

\'1oi--ld of s:tn, there mll aJ.r.raya be s~tb:1~ b1:noJdng our 

cammunlon u:Ltll pod., sanething :LacJdng 1D ua. Our Lord• a 

1mmodiate concern is :t,mt ve reaogniae that fact; if 17& do 

not. our vory stubborn blindness to .it becmes our ovm docma. 

So Christ. uith the .f."orco of ems .apAold:ng \~th authar.ity • 
. 

ago.in and again ha:l-ka back to o~ uttm- need: 0 BJ.eased are 

the poor in spirit ••. • those that moUZ"D. ••• the meek 
. 

• • • those that are a~ for r3.gbteouaness •. • ~ p0019 

1n apir.1:t are thoq_e who aria oonaatous or the.tr abJ.ect ap1r.t:t­

ual poverty• •Who a11 begsara .tall. ~ an thou f'aaaa and 

soe o~ the.tr mm ca11pl.e.te UDVortb1nesa. ~ha ~ ~ 

thQse \7ho• \7hlm they came f'ace to faoe v.tial God,. are OCIIL­

p1otolJ' subject to II1a m.U. who ~-v:e ~ analaved their 

villa :to Ilia-. The ~l!S aid ~t- arter r.lgbteoua­

ne_aa agn1n' are thoa• ·•~ aee the.t tha7 have a rea.l. need 

vh.ich they .08DJ30t, hl.ttll• nuel.cha· ~-.. da:aa a1a aua ua­
ner Kraft ke:lna Gereaht1pe1.t aufsumihlgeu vumBgen. 4!.e var 

Gott gll.t.021 Ji'1nally.•· tboae that moU1."D are auQb. as desire 

· 21-~--o.k-1311.J.ar,bee!',1 JI!.• J!i:l•• P• 201J aae alao 
Sablattm-_. SR• .s&l.•.- p·•· .:J7 • 
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the 1'ull establlamcm.t of Goel •a lt:lngdan. ouch aa are 100Jdng 

.f"or that comfm-t v1h1ch onl.J' tho Ueasiall• the true Can£01"ter 

of Isrue1,. 22 can b:ring;, they v1J.J. mourn un.t1J. the t!me vhan. 

in the •ful.f'11Jment of time• God i1111 vipe auay al1 tears 

fran their eyes_.23 vhen Go<l•a K1ngdaa 1a ruJ.J.y established• 

with tho Lamb upon the throne. mom.-n1ng. hwlger am thirst,. 

meekness,. am povor~y---aJ.1 in the splntual. seuae--a.re aJ.l. . . 
there simply because th& Kingdcm of God does not. have 1.ta 

' . 
.tuJ.J. suay yet. Am 1.t 1s a1ao in_tbo oxlatence of thaso 

I t I I I t 

tilings that we f1nd a reason ~a» .a l.Bok or a cl.ear v1s1o .De1. 

·The ·bl.ess1ngs \7lnch ·eCil116 to •the ·believer. to. the cme 1n 

\1han God 1'9e1ans,. m,e not 1n the lenat the action of tha be-. . 
l:Lovora. Any such thought might bo rabbinic• but uas not the 

tos.chir.g ·o~ Josus.24 1'1:l&y ·are ·b1ess.1nga which thoy can 1'8-

ceive onJ.y and soJ.ely tln-ough God's CMD. mighty aeec1.25 Dl1a 

thougb:t re-echoes through every one or the Beat1twlea,. 11ke 

a. be1rnoar stl'ild.2::lg an anv11 and reao1mci1:ng v1th the a.ame noto. 

stroke ai'tor stroke. 

\11ll be f'1llod • • • •· -
0 1'hey- will Jm. canf"ortea. 

!l!hey w1ll obta!.g moray,. . . 

• • • 
••• 

will l!!, cal.led aona of Goa" are all pass!.vea and hence "they" 

22sea :taa1ah ·6111•3 and Joapa •· dil-eot appllcaticm ~ 
this passage to mmaeu 1:n Luke 4,21. . . 

23aev. 1117. 

24at • Scbl.atter, SR.• J!l.l• • P• l3l,.., 

25:nd.d.·• P• 137 • 
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ai,a not tllo agonts.. It 1s God •·a ac~on. Hm e1aa oan the 

passive be mtox-pretod Y "~ vill :l,_nber1.t11 1a apin God• a 

a.ct1on of t:a--1-nns to tham. 11The1rs is the K1nslam or Heav~ 

is in essence God ro1goblg oY-<n- tham--once more. God•s 

action. Once we have ,;p.,aspod that .• ·1:t is diff'i,ou1t to take 

11 they .DhnJ.1 soe Goc:111 as sanflt):,1ng 1p. \7h19h, J.s ~ !.Dvo1ved . 

on action onman•s pa.rt .. on the part of the· "seer," Dut it 

is prinmr:ll.y God1s act1o~. God reveoJ1ng HimaeU to th& 

1nd1vidua1 be1iever. 

But f'urthm~. this action of God tmai-d peQp1e ia an 

action ~1hicll talms pJ.ade onJ.y ::l,n and "tillrough Jesus Cbl-1at. 

In !la.tthe\7 .$:3 God pi~cmisos tho Iil.IJ6iiam to- His peopJ;e. But 

it is in Cbrist tbnt- God,t,s ~ becanes incarnate .• app88J'S. 

1n e.l'Jd &r:101Jg m.cm.26 It ia-J.n tbe par.son of Josue tbat Gocl1a 

(3,,.,a-, l 2!oe :is 61vm:t.. Like\11.ae,. in· ~ ,m.,zt. Bea~tuda •.. J:aaus 

is the Canf."ort for vhich Israe1 1a l.ooklng-. u1n tbiJI o-ame 
of :rc:,ferenco wo may- well accept the f'aot that the Dlllil8 

I&8nacb.em, as an equ!:val.GD't to ~te .. 1a applied to the . . . 
?.Ioasiah. 027 In the. oonpept or 1nber1._t1ns. Joaua ~•. tl». Ho!.r.,. 

in aul throl.Jgb \'Vhall we 1Dbar.1.t.28 Aga!D. Jeaua ls the 
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B1Ghtooumiess. i'm.'" Wh1ob we hlmger am thirst~ am. v:l.th. 

uhich \18 t1ill be 1'illed. 29 U1t3.matel:y Ile :I.a the emmm.- to 

al.l oma needs bl the fi:l"st .four Beat:l.tudeo. Further• Bs 

al.one• is the One in \"than ue obta:1n msrq. tmd o.ro cal.l.od · t.ba 

children 0£ God. Them• He too i .a the one :!.n and ~ 

"Jhom tho richteous shnl l. see God. This :ls also the smme 1D 

\7h1cb. we llWO to unde1•~tand l. Jolm 3:2; .tor. a.coord1ng to 

CoJ.osaia.i1S l.: J$ • \"/here Jesus a the Image of God• ad al.so. 

according to Jolm. J.:J.8. He 1,s th& cml.y Om> \'i!lO roveaia God.-

NOU'.._ this action of God !.:s de£1m.te~ an-esohato-l.og:loa1 

one. Tlle Kingdan of God rill -not ~ hol.d its .full srzay 

until., the Last D,q. llor, 1t is atill ~ing resisted. But 

then. at last, will .all theae praniaea •. which 81'8 1n the 

t'utui'"e teJ1Se. be ocnpl.oted and pe.rf'ec:ted 1n ua. Than Td.11 

our com1'0%'t bo !"u,J.l. am 1mal1Qyad.JJO then rill our· 11JberS.t­

:ance ·be firml.y aatablishsdJ3J.. then -will our thirst for 

r:l.shteowmess be oamp1ete],1' aat:laf'ied• am we \7111 obtain 

and experience the full measm-e of God t,a m.RQYJ. thaD w:l.ll 

the ful.l oODBumnat.1on of aoneb1p be oura .• 32 Than alone 1a 

.1 t aJ.so that ve w:tll exper!.enoe the Eull. v1a1cm of God,. 

Thouab, th1a KSnerao of God ~a eacbato1og1oal.,. thare :I.a 

29J~. 23:6; JJ.sJ.6. 
30cf'. s~ttimt. SR• ~-•· P~ JJS. 
3~a-v:. 2117 .. 

32ar. Schl.attez.. JR• .dl•• p. lqOJ am alao Baa. 8123. 



.32 

al.so vbat \"IO might co.l.l. a. "rea,li;zed eaclm.tol.oc,-111 it ia acme­

thing vhich already bas reallty 1D the present time. In 

speald.ns of I:Io.tt. 5 :.3 • Schlatter maims th1s p~rtimm.t 

romark: 

I.l1.t dcm l:..•n 1--agt aber das Zu.1d\nt"t;1ge in die Gegamuit. 
hinein. Dem J\%1men. vird jetzt dor Antell am ldmlslloban 
r/exak Gottos a.ls oin Bes1tz zupaproahcm. • 3 • Jetzt 
,11rd der Ante11 am ~uld\nf'tigen Gut erJ.angt.-'.3 

So it is that these promises in the future ten.so aro a prea­

ont N>nlitJ f ar ba;l.ievers. fqr right llere in this J.1£e tha 

I<in6dau of God baa gained a .f'.ootho-1d an them; theJ' actq.aJ Jy 

do have these pranises 1n Cbr.ist Jesus. ~ON ocatort.31&-

1nher1 ta.nee, ri.&hteowmess • mercy, and the ti tlo or a cbil.­

clren of Godn.3.$ are present possessions o:.f' a.11. believer.a. 

JI.gain. as \YE> have also .seen above. th1a al.so applies 'to 'the 

v.3.oio Q!!J and thl-a i.doa o.r a present so-oal.l.ed "v1s1ona is 

thWJ not 1n ccmtllct tdth 'the re.at of its context 1n the 

Beatitude.a. 

liarr the Beatitudes ai_ao 1Dvolv.e an otb:1.oa• a per.saaaJ.. 

ocmcrote mennei- o.f' conduota vhlah 1a part1oul.arl.1' evidtm.t 1D 

the .tirat hal.vas or the Jaat f'~ Bea't!.tudea • . It ia &.D 

ethics. which is praoticed 1n the~ of' Goclt'a graoe., am. 
f'lons .trm. it. :nat~., It 1Do:twie• ahm1llg abriatian. 

mer47 :tOilard our .teUaw man. a meray vh1ch .torglvea :ree«HlF 

J3sabl.at-tor. ,a • .9&1•• p. l34--
.34c.r • S'Q'&.ak--Bt.ll__.beak,. SR• J!&l.• • P• 200. 

351 Jalm 312. 
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am helps, in time of' need.36 Such a blossed man is also a 

peacemaker. not o~ in the sense or making peace betvean 

man and his .te110\7 man. A] ,rn,nating hnrnan fr1ct1cma. but 

a1so '-n tho sons·e oE making peace between man am. God. ';i?ha 

Christi.an is one who has the geat causes of God at heut.37 

one \7h o is an instrument of God 1n br1ngl.ng that;. peace wlJj,oh 

man· cannot give. Jun i"irlall.J'-. 

1 t is not strange that Jesus f'ollowed th1.a beat1:tude 
w1 tll one about, being peraecuted fOJ: righteousness·• sake. 
One vho \70uld bring about peace 1n :the vorl.d must be1 

\7111.ing to toll laboriously. to live clangerousJ.y. to 
fight sa.cr1f1caJ.J.y. to endure pa1D am m1aund.atism­
ing. ana.. it may be. to race even death '1tsalf.-'O 

AJ.1 t hese act1v1t1es are n.eatl.y fl'rmrn,e:r1zed 1n tbat VeJ!'9' 

Beatitude· wb1ch pranises the Vis1o De1., 1D the-w~s 1'pw.-e 

1n hem-t.ll For purit:, 1n "heart is that 1.mlard ccmd1.t1an 

\7hich expresses 1 tseJ.f' 1n thea"e way-a•• 

1nvolves just such an- eth1.os .• 

The _v_1_a1_o_ ~ tban 

Conclusion: The Cbr1at1an Hope Ccmneoted v1th tho V!.-ld.o !!!! 

Once God has turned a person. to ti-wit sol.ely 1n Ria 

gi-ace.. the Cbr1st1an hopes am. 1cmp for 1.h8 ·ruu'' l Jrn,m+. of 

that promise 1D H1m cm that D,q •hall God v1.ll put -ofr 1'rcm 

h1m his martalltyJ he J'earD8 ~or tbat D81" vhen h1s part1~-

36aee Sah1atter • .22• o!.t.,. P• l38i am ,aJ.ao 'J?hmpAQD • 
.m!• cit ... P• 36,. 

J7i'hanpac,n. 22.• .s1•• P• 39•· 

JBn,34._. P• 39• 


