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ness roquires that we examine that statoment in 1ts context.
Theso Beatitudes must be taken as a whole. They are

not elght steps that a person must talke in ordor to achicve
tho blossings of God, nor elght stages through which he must
pass, but much rather they are eipght aspects of discipleship.
It is like looking at a diamond fraom various directlonsg you
nay seo a different facet, but you are looking at the same
dismond. This then is the unity which tiea these Beatitudea
togethor, a unity which camnot be broken without doing viq-
lence to the whole. Ve must romember this principle: "Die
elnzolnen Verheiszungoen lassen sich nicht voneinander tren-
non."t

In tho form of these various Beatltudes Jesus is tell-
ing Iils dicsciples that Ile and He alone 1s the real Helper
and Comfortor in all pheses of life. Those Beatitudes are
taken os a camplete unit, for as such they apply to the
whole of ome's being; they do this because the Kingdam of
God which Jesus proclaims is one which lnvolves uiter and
uroserved comitmont and devotion to God's rule.® In them
the eachatologlcal outlook is that force which governs the
conduct and attitude of the individual believer; but such an

i .
A« Schlatter, Der Ev t MatthBus (Stuttgart:
Calwer Verlag, 1948), p. ﬁ.

20r. Hans Windisch, The Ueanins of s gn the

lount, translated S. lMachean
W%iﬂlt?h.ﬂﬂ.,bzilgsl)’ Ps 29, i
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attitude toward the Last Things never laclks an immer rela-
tion to the God who pramises salvation, and to that salva-
tion 1tself.>

Jesus hore praunlises happiness or bleasscdness, but the
blesscdness hore described goes much deeper than "happiness”
as we ordinarily think of it, an emotion which merely rides
on the suriace of our lives, shifting and changing with
evory wind of circumstance. It is rather true, abliding hape
piness, a joy which reaches down and grasps the soul of an
individual. It is "that blessedness which the world cammot
give ond which the world cammot talke away3;" it "depends on
imiard condition rather than on outward circlmstanco.f'h'
T™his blessednesc consiats in being in a covenant relations
ship with the Almighty loving God, in having the Kingdam of
God religning in @ person through faith in Christ Josua.
liote that these Deatltudes begin and end with that same
promlse of the Kingdom of Heaven.s _

In this first section (verses 3=0) of the Beatitudes,
Jesus, in speaking to people who are only too well aware of
thelr utter spiritual needs, pranisea them the su.:l.xfat:lon al=

3ch. l'lirﬂ:llch, OPe ﬁo' Pe 33.
Urmost Trice Thompson, om, Zhe on the Hount snd Lts

@%ﬁ Lfor %x (Richmond as J‘obn Inox Press,
Cel! » Peo . E

SSee Hatt. 513 end 10,
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roady procloimed of o:l.d...6 o promises them a full and com=
pleote roward in the age to cauno upon them soon, a promlse
that tholr spiritual lack will be filled up. 4And yet they
are blossed now, for that gift is theirs already. As contra-
Iy vo all porceptible facts as it may seem to be, thelrs is
now tho Hingdan of Ieaven.

In the noxt soction (verses 7=10) Jesus spoalks of things
which these membeors of CGod's Iingdom are to do, the kind of
influence that they are to have. To balance the privilogos
and varied blessings that Ho has already mentioned, Josus
now spealzss of thelr responsibilities. They are to be merci-
ful, pure in heart, have an active concern for peace, and
showr patient persoverance when persecuted for righteocusness?
sako.

Theso Doatlitudes and promises bolong Lo those devout

persons who have already gone beyond mere yearning,

moere selli'-condemmation, who ha.vq already bogun to move
in the sphero of righteousncss.

tihon we fail Yo comply with these responsibilities, that
does not cast us into despalr, but because of theilr nearness
and thelr intimate commectlon with the first set of Beati=-
tudes, they cast us back to cling to the Gospel promises
held out to the spiritually impoverished. In this second
section Josus spoaks of the way in which activlty is an

(’See Isaiah 61:1-33 55:1; and Psalm 37:ll.

Tusnatech, ope oits, P 176.
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inheront part of the true ripghteousness and being in the
Eingdom of Gode Theo activity is a great "Yeal" to the facth
of this reodeupiion. "So wie asich dor liemsch vor Gobt go=-
stellt woisz, hondelt f.n-.“8

The Vislo Del in Hatthow 538

And now, with Iils eye on that great Last Day in which
Ilo willl porsonally and 1_r:l.s:!.b13r cane to bring our Christian
1ife to 1lts fulfilluont, Christ direcis the individual
Christian to a pure heart in the sixzth Deatitude: "Blessed
are tho pure in heart." To experience this visio Dei re=-
quires a pure heart. This pux-a' heart 1ls an inmwvard moti-
vating force, a foree that not only rules a pevsonl!s outward
actions, but even his innermost thoughis. It is such a
motiveting force that Schlatter has in mind when he thus
describos tho heart: "ki«pS< benmennt das irwendige Leben
nach solner Linhoit, Daher entstehen alle inmwendigeon Hande
lungen, sowohl das Donken als das Wollen, im Eez-zan."g

It is a holy purity which loves "the Lord thy God with
all thy hearti;" and thus is oriented campletely to God.
Such a heart steers a person away fram evil and to follow
after faith, charity, and peace;*® it serves God with con-

Bsohlattel'. 9_2. _m..' p. 1\37.
YIpsd., p. 139
10

1 Tim. 1]5' 2 Tim, 2322.
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tinual prayor, night and da.ygll 1t clings to the mystery of
fe1th.'® Dut the individual, no matber how hard he might
try to work at 1%, camnot attain to such a pure heart; all
his ovm efforts must leave him in despair. Ile must cry out
with the Psalmist: "Create in me & clean heart, O God."n
. for tho purity of such a heart is ontirely a work of grace,
Cod!'s ovm deed. It is the deed which God has done in Jesus,
His incarmate Son, for "mo one who abides in Him sins; no
ono who &ins has either,seen MHm or lmown Him,"L

But, if Cod's groco reigns in the heart of a Christian
here on earth, if Cod has allowed His purifying grace to
shine in his heari, why thon does the prailse not hold good
now in this life: "They shall see Cod"? The monks of the
lledieval Period who aspired to the vision of God had the
answver to this question, even though their asolution was
wrong., It la sin; thore seoms to be constantly with us
"some hidden impurity which destroys our fellowship with
God."% Sin, which is constantly with us, is that polluting
agent which infects our hearts and makes purity impossible.
Sin keeps us from tho vision. This is what Paul is thinking

115 o4m, 133.

123 Pim. 339.

L3rgaim 51s12.

Ly Jom 316.

151'hmpsm. OPe cite, P 3:7.
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of when he states in 1 Corinthians 13:12: "For now we seo
in a mirror dimly, but them face to face.” So it is that
the true vision must be pushed off until the Last Day; 1t
is oschatological.

Dut, inasmuch as the reign of God does have a foothold
in a ﬂlmistian; that vision oven in this life 1s not come
pletely ebsont. PFaul says that we sec dimly; he does not
say thot wo do not see at all, Sceing Cod on the Last Day
will not differ essentially fram our sceing Iim right now.
In the Hingdom of Iiis glory our view of the living, invise
ible God must atill be nothing more than God revealing lme
solf to us; llkewlse now, what we sce and hear is nothing
more than God revealing Ilimself to us. In elther case it is
not our action, we that do the seeing. Cod reveals. "Das
Sohen ist selbet eine Art HBren, nimlich ein Aufnelmen der
w10  (oa yeveals Mmself mow through His Sen,
and roally to perceive that Revelation 1s spoken of in terms
of sceing,! yet not with physical eyes, but with the oyes
of faiths So it was also with the Jewlah expoctatlon of

experioncing the "Heillszeli"; they shall see :H;.m This is
the way the Jew thought. e spoke of seelng Cod as he stood

16y31he1m Michaelis, Se<w in Theolomlsches WWBrier
zum e Pog t, begrfindet von %ﬁ%ﬁs
Tﬁﬁmpr_—%w » 195L4), V, 348. :

17sec Matt. 13116,

mm.ohne:ua. ORe clte, Pe 3li7e

Cf fenbarmmg .
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in tho Temple or in the synogogue, or whlle he was praying,
or studying God's Word. ? So it is that the Christion of
today can "see" Cod, see Him inasmuch as God has revealed
IHMmself to him in IIis Revelation. To put it in niore con-
tomporary terminology:s we see IHim by faith.

Hevortholess this sceing God in thls present time does
not deny a more full Revelation in the world to come., The
words of Job, the fact that Jesus the incarmate Revelation
of Cod will be thore, and tho entire expectation of the lew
Tegtoament seem to indicate that this vislo Deil will be ono
appoerent to our ovm eyes. It 1s significant that right in
the midst of Ilis pramises Jesus points us to His Parousla.=0
Then, when our hoarts have r'inally been cloansed fraom all
impurities of sin, the personal cammmnion with God which
was already ours in part in and through Ilis Revealed Word,
wlll be ours to the fullest extent. We lmow 1little more
than this about this {inal vislon of God, that we wlll see
Iim as He is, sce Him through Christ, the only lanlfestor
of God.

The Beatitudes as an Important and Immediate Context

But this view of the eschatologlcal visio Dei is not

19%ermann L. Strack and Paul Billerbeck,
% mat ”%tﬁ aus m % gidru% H g Ce

msomtter’ Op. m.. Pe 139.
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one that is camplotely isolated fram tho rost of Jesus!
thinldng, caupletely walled off from any othor word of our
Lord on the subjJects it is in perfect harmony with the rest
of the Beatitudes. In fact, this view derives same very
substantial support from its ilmmediate context.

4As long as we are pilgrims and sojournmers here in this
world of sin, thore will always be something blocking our
comunion with Cod, something lecking in us. Our Lord!s
Immediate concerm is that we recognize that fact; if we do
not, our vory stubborm blindness to it becames our oun doom.
So Christ, with the forco of one spealking with authority,
agaln and again harks back to our utter meed: "Blessed are
the poor in spirlit . « « those that mourn . « « the meek
+ « « those that are starving for rightecusness." The poor
in splrit are those who are consclous of their abject spirit-
ual poverty, who as beggars fall dovm on tholr faces and
sce only their own complete umworthiness. The meek are
those who, whon they come face to face with God, are cou=
pletely subject to IIis will, who have fully enslaved their
wills to Iiis. The hungerers and thirsters after righteous-
ness again are those who see that they have a real need
vhich they camnot fulfill, "welche wissen, dasz sie aus eig-

ner Kraft keine Gerechtigkeit aufzubringen vermBgen, die vor
Gott gilte"2l Finally, those that mowrn are such as desire

- 2lstrack--Billerbeck cit., pe 201; see 2lso
Schlatter, op. cli.s; Pe 157%2. 2
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the full establislment of CGodts Iingdom, such as are looking
for that comf'ort which only the liessiah, tho true Comforter
of Israel,®2 can bring; they will mourn until the time when,
in the fulfillment of timo, God will wipe away all tears
from their eyoa,23 when CGod's Kingdon is fully established,
with tho Lamb upon the throne. IHourning, hunger and thirst,
meolmess, and povo:t-uy--all 1n Lha Spiritunl sense--are all
there simply because i.he K:!.ngdcm of' God doos not have its
full sway yot. And it is also in the oxistonce of theso
things that we find ai. ransan for a lack of a clear visio Dei.

The blessings which ‘come to 'the ‘bellever, to the one in
wvhom Cod reigns, are not in the least the acticn of the be-
liovors. JAny such thought might be rabbinic, but was not the
toaching of Jesus.a'-i- They are blessings which thoy can re-
coivo only and solely through God's own mighty deed.2® This
thought re-echéos through every one of the Beatitudes, like
a hamer striking an anvil and resounding with the same noto,
stroke aftor stroke., "They will be comforteds. « « « They
will be fillede « » + Thoy will obitain morcy. « « « They
will be called sons of God" are all passives and hence "they"

22300 Isalah 61:1~3 and Jesus' direct application of
this passage to Himself in Luke lj:21.

23Rev, T:1Te
2ige, Schlatter, op. olte, pe 134
251131(1., Pe 137
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are not the agonts., It is CGod's action. How else can the
passive be iIntorpreted? "They will inherit" i1a again God!s
action of giving to them. "Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven"
is in essence God roigning over them--once more, God!s
action.s OUnco wo have grasped thaet, 1t is difficult to take
"thoy shell sce God" as something in which is only involved
an action on man's pari, on the part of the "seer:" Dut it
is primarily God's action, God revealing Himself to the
individual beliover.

But furthor,; this action of CGod toward pcople is an
actlion which talkos place only in and through Jesus Christ.
In latthew 5:3 Cod promises tho Kingdom to IIis people. Bub
it is in Christ that Godt!s Kingdom becomes incarnate, appears
in and auong man.26 It is in the person of Jesus that God's
Bartdex is givenm. Iikewise, in tho next BDeatltude, Jesus
is the Canfort Tor which Israel is looking. "In this frame
of reference wo may well acceopt the fact that the name
1i%nachem, as an equivalent to Zrbster, is applied to the
:.Iesaiah."27 In the. concept of inheriting, Josus is the Hoir, |
in and through Vhom we inherit. 20 Again, Jesus is the

26300 Schlattor, op. clte, De 133. lNoto possibly Lule

T e s Bt = tljbagrthde“ﬁw t von Ceshand Frtbel
liorterbuch zum lleuen Testamen o von s}
(Stuttgarts Veriag von VY. s 1933), I, 221.

27Approxinate translation of, Stracke--Billerbeck, gp.
Q‘Eo 9 De 195.

283» Gal. 3:16.
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Righteousness, for wvhich we hunger and thirst, and with
which we will be £illed.2? Ultimately Ile 1a tho answer to
all our needs In the {irst four Beatltudes. Further, o
alone is the Cno in WWhom we obtain morcy, and arc called’ tho
childron of God. Then, Ie too is the Cne in and through
thonm the righteous sholl see Gode. This is also the sense in
wvhich we are to understand 1 Jolm 3:23; for, according to
Colosaians 1l:15, where Jesus is the Image of Cod, and also
according to Jolm 1:18, He is the only One \/ho roveals Gode

llowr, this action of God is definitely an oschatologlcal
one, The Mingdom of God will not really hold its full sway
until the Last Daye. llow it is a€ill belng reslsted. Dut
then, at last, will all these promises, which are in the
future tense, be comploted and perfected in us. Then will
our comfort be full and unalloyed;=C then will our inherite
ance be firmly established;t then will our thirst for
righteousness be completely satisfied, and we wlll obtain
and experience the full measure of God!s mercy; then will
the full consummation of sonship be ours..32 Then alone is
it also that we will experience the full vision of Gode.

Though this Kingdom of God 1s eschatological, there is

293.91'. 23:63 33316.
30z¢, Schlattor, op. olte, pe 135
31RBV. 21:7«

32@. Schla‘bter, Ope _ﬁo’ Pe JJ{D; and also Ran. 8323.




32
2lso what we might call a "realized eschatology;" it is scme-
thing which already has reality in the present time. In
speaking of liatt. 5:3, Schlatior makes this pertinent
romarics

Uit dem ér7ze raght aber das Zuldnftige in die Gegemwart

hinein. Dem Armen wird jotzt der Anteil am kimiglichen

lierlzr Gotites als cin Desaitz zugesprochon. « Jotzt

wird der Antell am zukinftigen Gut erla.ngt 33
So 1t is that theso promises in the fuburo tense arc a pres-
ont reallily for bolievers, for right here in this life the
Iingdom of God has gained a foothold on them; they actually
do have these promises In Christ Jesus. Thorefore canfort,ﬂ"
inheritance, rightoousness, mercy, and the title of "chil-
dren of God“35 are present possessions of all bellevers.
Apgain, as wo have also seen above, this also applles o the
vislo Dei; and this idea of a present so-called "vision" is
thus not in conflict with the rest of its context in tho
Beatitudes.

Ilow the Beatltudes also involve an ethics, a personal,
concrete manner of conduct, which is particularly evident in
the first halves of the last four Beatlitudes. It is an
othica which is practiced in the realm of God's grace, and
flows Lrom it maturally. It includes showing Christian
mercy toward cur fellow men, a mercy which forgives readily

338&1&#@. oD, ﬁ" De 13'-'-.
3lge, Strack--pillerbeck, ops ite, Pe 200.
351 Jomm 3:2.
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and helps in time of need.36 Such a blessed man is also a
peacemaker, not only in the sensoc of making peace botween
men and his fellow man, oliminating human frictions, but
also in the sonsc of making peace between man and God. The
Christion 1s one who has the groat causes of God at heart,>!
one who is an Instrument of God in bringing that peace which
man’ cannot give. 4And finally,

i1t is not strange that Jesus followed this beatitude

with one about belng persecubted for righteousness?! sake.

Cno who would bring about peace in the world mmst be

wllling to toll laboriously, to live dangerously, to

fight sacrificlally, to endure pain and misxmdeggtand—

ing, and, it may be, to face even death itself,
411 these activities are neatly sumarized in that very
Beatitude which promises the vislo Del, in the words “pure
in heart." For purity in heart is that imward condition
which expressecs iitself in these ways. The visio Dei then

invelves just such an ethics.
Conclusion: The Christian Hope Commected with the Visio Del

(nce Cod has turned a person to trust solely in His
grace, the Christian hopes and longs for the -fulfillment of
that promise in Him on that Day whon God will put off Irom
hin his mortallty; he yearns for that Day when his partici-

36See Schlatter, ope. cit., pe 1383 and also Thompson,
ope glte, p. 36.

37‘1‘hanpson. OPe ﬁo' Pe 39.
381m1g., p. 39




