
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

6-1-1956 

John R Mott, His Work with the Student Christian Movement to John R Mott, His Work with the Student Christian Movement to 

the Founding of the World's Student Christian Federation the Founding of the World's Student Christian Federation 

John K. Sorensen 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_sorensenj@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the History of Christianity Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Sorensen, John K., "John R Mott, His Work with the Student Christian Movement to the Founding of the 
World's Student Christian Federation" (1956). Bachelor of Divinity. 484. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/484 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 

https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F484&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1182?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F484&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/484?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F484&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu


JOHN H. MOTT, HIS WORK ¥ITH THS STUDEXT 

CHEISTIAG MOVEMENT TO THE FOUNDING © 

THE WORLD'S STUDENT CHETSTIAN FEDERATION 

A Thesis Presented to tha Faculty 
of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
Department of Historical Theology 

in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of 

Bachelor of Divinity 

by 

John Zz. Sorensen 

June 1956 

Approved by: t A. Shicle 
Advisor 

eader  



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Chapter Page | 

Ze INTRODUCTION <. sc (cuschicterciue) (col telcauieimenteitciieine 1 

If. BEFORE CORNELL . 6 16 ‘© « ‘© © © «6 16 © «6 6 ‘e 6 | 

TII. THE INTERCOLLEGIATE ¥.M.C.A. -0 0 © » s © 0 ‘s 14 

IV. THE FIRST YEAR AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY . .  ‘s 20 

V. THE MT. HERMON SUMMER CONFERENCE OF 1866 .. 30 

VI. THE SECOND YEAR AT CORNELL . . « « « © « «© « 41 

VII. THe THIRD YEAR AT COBNELL . . 2 « « « «© © « « bg 

VIII. ‘THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STUDENT VOLUNTEER 
MOVEMENT FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS . . « 0 010 « « 60 

IX. THE INTERNATIONAL TRAVELER SND HIS METHODS . 70 

Ke THE CONTINENTAL TRAVELER eeeeeee#sese ee 89 

XI. THE BIRTH OF THE WORLD'S STUDENT CHRISTIAN 
FEDERATION: 5) [c, 01s) elite utelifolletlolieil cil elncltsireits 112 

XII. FROM VADSTENA TO WILLIANSTOWN 2 2 2 2 © © « « 142 

XIII e CONCLUSION e ° s e es s es e s e es e e es e e e 153   
BIBLIOGRAPHY (. cis) ‘ike cl ein iciniouicito ut cIM ell altemmcrel (el lemiomta 159 

   



——
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A student Christian movement, in the general sense of 

the phrase, may reach back to any point in history accord- 

ing to the whims of the author. One may point out student 

Christian movements within the era of the 01d Testament or 

New Testament. St. Francia has been considered as a product 

of such a movement. Luther and certain of his contemooraries 

have also been placed into this category. However, in this 

present time, the term ‘student Christian movement" has 

taken on a more specific meaning. It could be defined as a 

movement carried on by Christian students for the sake of 

Keeping the believer and seeking the lost. To be more 

specific we msy trace back to the early 1700's and find re- 

cords which point out that students did gather together for 

the sake of edifying each other and planning means of bring- 

ing Christ to their fellow students. Cotton Mather makes 

Mention of a Student Ulristian Society already existing in 

1706. Harvard definitely had such a Society in the early 

1700's. here are records of a Yale Moral Society around 

the yesr 1797. These records have been compiled and edited 

by Henry B. Wright under the title "Iwo Centuries of Chris- 

tian Activity at Yale." <A list of schools could be men- 
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tioned that hed such Christian atudent societies. We fina 

the "Society of Inquiry on the Subject of Missions" at And- 

over Seminary. Similar societies were to be found at Srown 

and Dartmouth in the early 1800's. However, the most sig- 

nificant of 211 the student Christian movements and the one 

referred to by many as the first of the modern student 

Christian movement is the one begun at Williams College, 

Connecticut, in the year 1793.° It was a stormy night when 

& groun of students including Samuel J. ifills found shelter 

under a haystack and there vowed themselves to mission work. 

The evangelistic revival stirred up by these men brought 

about the formation of "the Society of Brethren." Mills! 

dream, which was to remain a dream for Many more years, was 

for an inter-collegiate mission society. He hoped for the 

day when the Christian students of the colleges and univer- 

sities could work together under a common cause. Although 

few had the mission zeal of Williams College, yet there were 

tlany societies of Christian students to be found in the 

schools of the 1700's and early 1800's. They were usually 

orgenized as simple Bible studies, some sought growth in 

Christian living, only a few had the lofty goal of mission 

work. The naturel weakness of the movement during its birth 

EES EE 

clarence P. Shedd, Two Centuries of Student Christian 
Hovements (New York: Association Press, 1934), chaps. I-IV. 

2auth Rouse, The Forla's Student Christien Federation 
(London: 6.C.M. Press Ltd., 1948), p. 38. 
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was that it seldom went beyond the doors of the individual 

School. It was definitely localized with no official inter- 

collegiate action of any form. But the hopes and dreams of 

such men as Samuel Mills end their fulfillment was drawing 

near, 

As has been pointed out the study of the student 

Christian movement could start, denending on the interpreta- 

tion, at almost any point, anywhere, at any time. As many 

colleges and universities from which we could watch the de- 

velooment of the vresent student Christian movement, just as 

many individuals could be followed. A few of the schools 

have already been mentioned that could be followed. Some of 

the outstanding men that might be selected would include the 

men of the Cambridge Seven, Luther Wishard, S. Mills, J. 3. 

Reynolds, R. Foreman, R. Speer, C. K. Ober, and many others. 

It is obvious that to follow all the men who influenced the 

Movement, es to follow ell the schools, is beyond our linits. 

But the name of one man does stand out above the others, the 

nene of Dr. John Raleigh Mott. Through this man it is pos- 

Sible to follow the most influential phese of the growth of 

the student Christian movement not only in America but in 

the entire world. It ia he who contributed the major portion 

of time and talents necessary for the culminetion of the 

student Christian movement found in the birth of the World 

Student Christian Federation. This then becomes the aim: 

To observe the Christian Student Movement through the early 
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life of Dr. John R. Mott climaxing at the founding of the 

World Student Christian Federation, the Reality of 2 Dresn. 

It must be re-emphasized however that there were many roads 

seperate from each other that could be followed and would 

also lead to the birth of the Yorld Student Christian Fed- 

eration. For many had the dream of a student world united 

under Christ. 

Warnings, therefore, are necessary in such a study. One 

must beware in following the life of one man that the case 

be neither over nor under stated. It must be realized that 

Many personalities and events were necessary to guide and 

Girect the life of Mott. So also there is the danger since 

it is impossible to record all the events of a man's life 

during a given period, that the material will’ be too subd- © 

Jective and thus show weakness. The choice of highlights, 

however, is the author's privilege. Yet the course of 

Noett's life that leads up to the meeting at Vadstena, Sweden, 

does not allow for much deviation. It is necessary to ob- 

serve the young man, John lott, as he enters colleges both at 

Upper Iowa University and at Cornell University. For it is 

at college that Mott first comes into contact with the In-   tercollegiate Young Men's Christian Association and finds 

himself ea part of the newly born Student Volunteer Movement 

for Foreign Missions. And it is especially these two move- 

ments with which we are concerned, for they are found as 

charter members of the Yorld Student Christian Federation. 
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the other charter members do not come directly under the in- 

fluence of Mott and thus warrant little of our sttention. 

in order to kesp the unity of the work before the eyeg 

of the reader the author shall endeavor to noint out in the 

course of Mott's early life his frequent allusions to the 

dream of a student world united under the banner of Christ. 

Why should the student be singled out for such a union? 

The answer is found in the life of Mott. Mention of this 

will be found in the concluding chapter. The motive of Dr. 

Hott was not as one man put it: 

An idea generated in any one land will flash through 
the universities of the world with greater rapidity than 
through any other section of the world comnunity. 2 

1ott was 2 Christian, the motive should be self-evident. 

TEESE 

3ipid., p. 2h. 

  

   



  

CHAPTER IL 

BEFORE CORNELL 

On the 16th of February in the year 1853, young John 

5S. Mott took Elmira Dodge as his wife and settled near the 

banks of the Delaware tributary at Livingston Manor, Sul- 

Livan County, in the State of New York. ‘The years passed 

by and on the 25th of May, 1865, a third child was born to 

the Metts and was named John Raleigh. It was but four 

monthe after the birth of John that the family pulled up 

stakes and moved westward to settle on a farm area in the 

State of Lown, only a few miles outside of the little town 

of Postville. ‘The now farm in this pioneer State offered 

little success and already in the following year, 1866, 

father John 5. Mott built ea house in town and moved in the 

next year. His knowledge of timber made it possible for him 

to start a successful lumber business. ‘The business did well 

and the Mott home never saw went. Their home was always open 

to the circuit riders and visitors to the local Nethodist 

Church which, in the course of the following years, led to 

important decisions on the part of the Mott family. An in- 

teresting note, taken from the life of little John R. Mott 

at the aze of five years, mentions a Bishop William Taylor 

accepting the Mott's hospitality. Upon viewing the impressive 

white beard of the Bishop, Little John inquired of his mother 
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if thie was God. However, as the years passed by, young atin 
eat 

ee 
ti e
e
l
 

John's interests turned more to the things for which all 

boys yearn. Outside of learning the lumber business quite 

well and even given responsibilities in the business, Jonn 

Mott exhibited his inquisitlveness by intensive study of 

the railroads of America and could recite every route across 

the continent. His interest in geography and history was 

very keen and his handling of detail is shown by his mem- 

orizing of all the countries of the world from a world 

Slobe given to him by his parents. Although speculative, 

it can be said that here young “Mott is already showing an 

awareness of the world around him, the world which was scon 

to be united under the heading of a student Christian union, 

the reality of a dream. Yet the tendency in Mott to view 

the world as one unit, which is so basic in his ecumenical 

approach, is here. 

John R. Mott, in later life, made the remark that there 

wes not a great deal of talk about religion in his home.   One, however, can only evaluate this remark in the light of 

Mott's practices. It is quite apperent that Mrs. Mott was a 

religious woman and quite active in her chureh. She took 

three religious periodicals at the time: The Guide to Holi- 

ness, The Neathen Women's Friend, which was a Methodist 

woman's missionary magazine, and the New York Ghristian Ad- 

vocate. the large family Bible was often read by John's 

nother to the children. It dees not seem possible that    
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religion could be areene fron such a noille that entertained 

the visiting clergy. It certainly was not exempt from their 

home life after the visit of a “wr. J. VW. Dean, then secre- 

tary of the lowa State Committee of the Young Hen's Chris- 

tian Association. Ur. Dean was e Quaker on an evangelistic 

tour of his State in connection with his work. He arrived 

in Postville the Winter of 1878-1879 and stayed there for 

Several weeks. During his atay Nr. Dean made many converts 

into the Christian faith and one of them included Nr. John 

4. Kott, Sr., who immediately joined the Methodist Soiscopal 

Church, Young John, who was thirteen years of age, also 

considered himself converted by the evangelist. However, 

nowhere is much effect on his life attributed to this con- 

version. Yet the visit of Hr. Dean did place two elements 

into the life of John which followed and which influenced 

him throughout his life. They constitute two elements which 

helped to formulate his great dream and ita fulfillment. 

First of all, it was his first contact with the Young Men's 

Christian Association, as far as we know. Secondly, it is 

the first time we are made aware of any particular person 

who gives young John the ecumenical picture of a society 

that gathers all men of all denominations into one fsllow- 

ship. As has already been stated, a hope of a united stu- 

  

18asi1 Mathews, John R. Mott forkd oi ticen (New York: 
5 ” he Harner an? Brothers ‘publishers, a3 
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dent world waa to becowe Mott's dream. Such an ecumenical 

portrait has now spparentiy entered in his live. Often one 

With this view is accused of a lack of religious conviction. 

However, such an accusation is not here allowable. As a boy 

in Postville, he appeared quite friendly and open to chats 

with a11 the local churches as well as the clergy of the 

Roman Catholic Church. It is interesting to note that later 

in life whenever Mott visited Postville, he was invited tc 

speak at a union assembly held at the Lutheran Church, pre- 

sided by the Lutheran pastor, the prayer spoken by the 

Presbyterian pastor, the talk by Mott, who was a Methodist, 

and the benediction given by the Roman Catholic priest. 

Certainly the dream of a world united under Christ was not 

Aew in the world at this time. ven the thought of a world 

student tovement was already in the air in the year 1881 as 

was seen in a letter from Europe to Nr. Luther Wishard, whon 

we shall meet later on.” 

Noung John Mott was a boy quick to learn and the 

Methodist pastor of Postville, Horace & Warner, a graduate 

of Cornell, Iowa and Drew Seminary, was quick to see Hott's 

potentialities and would often stimulate his studies and 

encourage him to go on to college. The clesest college and 

the one considered by the Mott family was the Upper Iowa 

NR TEED AAS 

2Clarence P. Shedd, fwo Centuries of Stud Christian 
Hovements (New York: Association Press, 1934), p. 321. 
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University at Fayette. Hott entered this Methodist Univer- 

ality in the year 1834 at the age of nineteen. Immediately 

Ne showed himself a student quite capable of handling his 

Studies as well as many extra circular activities. He 

Joined two of the outstanding college societies. One was 

the Philomathean, a form of debating club. Hott went through 

the chairs of this society which contributed much to his fu- 

ture ability in oublic speaking. S3ecause his main interests 

Were in a political career, Hott became very adept on debat=- 

ing on this hia favorite subject and won many prizes. This 

talent for public speaking is quite recognizable in Mott's. 

success of later life. Without it the birth of the great 

student movements is doubtful. Some of his speeches at 

towa University were printed and can be found in the school 

paper “The Jollegian." As a part of his preparation for a 

polltical life, Hott, who was a stickier for detail, mas- 

terei Roberts Hulas of Order and learned thoroughly the best 

procedures of debats. Professor Colegrove spoke highly of 

Hott while attending the University at Fayette. Although 

the statements of the professor indicate a voice speaking in 

retrosoect, yct we may get some idea of how Mott was accepted 

at the college. He considered Mott as one who finished his 

course with a perfect paper, never unorepared for any of his 

assignments. As the Professor said, "I was thoroughly con—- 
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vinced that he was destined for greatness."3 But there was 

nothing to indicate that this greatness would be in the 

realm of Christianity. 

Those same two elements which were imoressed on Mott by 

Hr. Dean in Postville again find their way into his first 

year of college at Fayette. First, Mott is again brought 

under the influence of the Young Men's Christian Associetion. 

He became a charter member of the newly organized College 

Association after making a public profession of his faith 

which was recorded by Professor Colegrove: 

in one of these meetings Mott arose and. . . told us 
his religious experiences. It was partly confession and 
partly profession. He had been converted in his home 
town of Postville a year or two before coming to college, 
but he had not let any one know it in Fayette, nor taken 
any part in the religious activities of the college. He 
now sald he was ashamed of this and was determined to 
live an open, active, religious life in the future. .. . 
From that time on he was a faithful member of my Sunday 
School class for young men and a working Christian. 
Some time afterward a Young lien's Christian Association 
was organized at the colleges. Mott was a charter mem- b 
ber and one of the most efficient and faithful workers. 

However, his participation in these religious organizations 

do not yet appear as being founded on a deep spiritual con- 

viction. The second element, which is to influence Mott con- 

siderably, 1s.his growth in the concent of a united student 

Christian movement. He was a member of the Alliance of 

Hethodist Students and during his membership he defined the 

SE TE 

3%athews, op. cit., po. 2h. 

*Epad., p. 28. 
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aims of the Alliance, "to study the Christian Church as a 

whole and so avoid narrowness."2 Mott also made it a point 

to visit the local churches and attend the Roman Catholic 

Mass whenever held in the chanel. The dream of a united 

student world 1s beginning to take form, but 1s not yet a 

conscious part of Mott. Nor is it apparent thet Mott was 

being consciously influenced by these two elements. He ad- 

mittedly, in later life, considered his faith extremely 

Superficial at this time. His work with the College As- 

sociation and the Alliance thus appear based more on the 

feeling of a moral and ethical obligation than on the faith 

of a Christian. 

Mott's aim was still to enter a political career for 

he planned to become a lawyer. His father, however, had 

other dreams. He wanted his son to take over the lumber 

business as soon as possible. Because Mott wanted to con- 

tinue studying and the influence of his family was so olose, 

he desired to leave the University at Fayette and continue 

his study elsewhere, particularly a school that could offer 

more in his field. He also had the feeling that pressure 

was being brought to bear on him by the school and others to 

carry out more religious work. As Mott himself said, he 

wanted to "get away from the religious influences of the 

TEP 

SIbid., p. 2h1. 
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dencminational college at Fayette. "© It appears, then, 

that many situations were influencing Mott to go to another 

school. To stress, as some, that Mott wanted to leave simply 

because Fayette was a denominational school is without rea- 

Son. True, it was e contributing factor. Toward the end of 

his first year, he began to inquire of other colleges look- 

ing particularly for a larger one than Fayette. The choice 

finally narrowed down to the University of Michigan and Cor- 

nell. Both seemed to have better departments of history and 

politics. The choice was made. It was Cornell. 

eens 

6sonn R, Mott, Addresses and P of John R. Mott 
(New York: Association Press, 1946), Ill, 4.



  

GHAPTER IIT 

THE INTERCOLLEGIATE Y.M.C.A. 

John R. Mott has been introduced to the ¥Y.¢.C.A. at 

the Upper Iowa University. As soon as he enters Cornell, 

he will again be plunged into the activity of the College 

Association under the Intercollegiate Y.M.C.A. It there- 

fore becomes necessary at this point to observe the work of 

the Y¥.1.0.A., particularly the work of the intercollegiate 

movement which shall bear such a tremendous influence on the 

school life and adult life of John Mott. 

George Williams, together with eleven fellow clerks in 

England, formed on June 6, 1844, the beginning of what was 

to become the ¥.M.C.A. They saw a definite need for bring- 

ing Christ into the daily lives and occupations of the com- | 

mon man. The newly founded organization immediately became 

attractive to the young people but it did not include the 

Students. The organization spread in Sritain and on Decem- 

ber 22, 1851, Boston became the first city in America to 

form a Y.M.C.A. However, the student was left untouched. 

Without the help of the Y.M.C.A., the students of Virginia   
and Michigan Universities met separately to discuss plans 

for a student Christian association patterned after the   Y.M.C.A., yet not a part of it. On October 12, 1858 the 

first student Y.N.C.A. was formed at Virginia University, 
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led by the University chaplain, the Rev. Dabney Carr Har- 

Tison. These first two college Young Men's Christian As- 

sociations formed at Virginia and a few months later at 

Michigan, took only the name of the ¥.4.0.4. and were in no 

way connected with it. Other colleges began to follow suit 

and by 1864 a strong faculty supported student ¥.M.C.A. was 

formed at the University of Rochester. Through the years 

including 1868, many colleges and universities formed sim- 

ilar Student Associations. 

Every one of these College Christian Associations were 

patterned after the Y.4.C.A. but never under its jurisdic- 

tion. Often times the individual colleges were not even 

aware thot other schools were carrying out similar projects. 

Although the name "Young Men's Christian Association" was 

being spread throughout the country, the organized Y¥..C.A. 

Was not yet ready to incorporate the student life as a part 

of its work. As for the students themselves, they simply 

viewed the Y.i.0.4 as a city organization with a good 

method, en organization thet could not be incornorated into 

college life. However, in the month of February, 1868, a 

group of students from a New York college requested that 

their College Association become a part of the Y¥.M.C.A. con-— 

federation. Representatives of both sides met on the twenty- 

first of the month and established the first student group 

a6 en organic part of the ¥.M.C.A. though only on the local 

level. A few other groups did the same thing. Student 
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interest in the ¥.M.C.A. increased and often students were 

found attending the ¥.=!.CG.A. conventions. The following 

year, 1669, the Cornell Association was organized by twelve 

students and also became affiliated with the Y.4.G.A. Al- 

though organically incorvorated as these few colleges were, 

there was at111 no intercollegiate movement among the Chris— 

tian students. 

Why were colleges, on their own initiative, beginning 

to form such student groups as these? We might better un- 

derstand by looking at the period of the 1800's. A National 

consciousness was rising particularly among the colleges. 

Students were becoming aware of one another. During this 

period fraternities were organized and intercollegiate sport 

events were held. The Christian student was also becoming 

conscious of his brother in other schools. Robert Weiden- 

sall and Richard CG. Moree were the first full time workers 

for the ¥.M.C.A. in America. It was Weidensall who saw the 

need of an organized intercollegiate Y.M.C.A. but little was 

done at the time. Approximately forty colleges had now or- 

ganized a College Association but still the ¥.M.C.A. con- 

federation refrained from taking part. At this time Luther 

Wishard entered the picture. While at Hanover College in 

Indiana in 1872, he became very active as a College Associa- 

  

lolarence FP. Shedd, Iwo Ge es of Stavlent Christian 
Hoyements {New York: Association Press, 1934), np. 92-109. 
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tion worker. In 1875 he transferred to Princeton and con- 

tinued to take an active part in that school's Christian 

society. in 1876 the Princeton society, under the influence 

of Wishard, had itself incorporated with the Y.M.C.A. At 

Princeton Wishard met Mr. William Dodge. He had a son at- 

tending Princeton at the same time. As one of the most 

forceful laymen of the Y.4.C.A. in America much could be 

accomplished if such a man were inspired to inaugurate an 

intercollegiate movement. Attempting to borrow some coal 

on a cold Winter night, Wishard accidentally met Mr. Dodge 

in the room of his son. It was there that the dream of 

uniting the Christian student through an intercollegiate 

Movement was awakened. “ishard and Dodge discussed it with 

others and a letter was drafted and sent from Princeton to 

some two hundred colleges. On June 6, 1877 a convention of 

the ¥.M.C.A. was being held at Louisville. ‘The college 

BToups that had responded to the letter were asked to meet 

at this convention. Twenty-five colleges responded. The 

groune met outelide of the convention. However, the conven- 

tion recognized the group and gave some time to Wishard on 

the convention floor. The plan for establishing an inter- 

collegiate department of the ¥.M.C.A. was well received and 

immediately the convention elected Wishard as the first cor- 

respondent secretary of the newly organized department. 2 

Ren ee RY 

2Ibid,, chap. IX. 
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Success was inevitable and together with C. K. Ober, 

the second national student secretary, Wishard developed a 

well orgenized national intercollegiate movement. However, 

it became quite apparent from the start that 1% could never 

be an integral part of the general ¥.M.C.A. Interests were 

quite different between the college man and the young work-= 

ing man. ‘hese differences were quite evident at the con- 

ventions, although they separated the two in the proceedings. 

Finally, in 1883, the split became more pronounced when 

Separate conferences for the college students were started 

in Towa and Wisconsin. Remaining organically a part of the 

Y.M.C.A., their activities were separate. The summer con- 

ferences which were scon to be started for students in 1886 

emphasized the split and took the place of the national con- 

ferences to some degree. 

The intercollegiate movement continued to grow and by 

the very nature of its work remained interdenominational. it 

was this united Christian movement, with tne emphasis on the 

word "united," which was to become an influencing factor of 

Hott's life. As he himself later said: 

The Young Men's Christian Association . .. by its in- 
terdenominational conferences .. . and by fusing to- 
gether through its student associations the future 
leaders of all Christian bodies, has become one of the 
principal factors making for Christian unity.3 

EE ie Yo ERE 

3John R. Mott, The Pastor and Modern Missions (New 
York: Student Volunteer Movement, 1904), p. 30. 
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In looking at the overall picture of the develooment of 

the ¥.M.C.A. we see the first ¥.M. C.A. being established in 

Boston in 1851, the first University ¥.M.C.A. et Virginia 

in 1858, although separated from the general Y.4.C.A. By 

1877 many more had been organized and in the same year the 

intercollegiate department of the ¥.M.C.A. was formed. The 

growth continued until 1885 at which time we find 181 col- 

lege associations affiliated with the Y.-H. ca. So we are 

brought up to the present. The student Associations have 

become 2 tremenious national force and upon entering Cornell 

John R. Hott will find himself unable to withdraw from it. 

  

‘euth Rouse, Zhe World's Student Christian Federation 
(London: 5.C.M. Press Ltd., 1948), p. 26. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE FIRST YEAR AT CORWELL UNIVERSITY 

At the age of twenty, as a sophomore, John R. Mott en- 

tered Cornell University, then a school of eight hundred 

Students. His freshman year was completed at Fayette. The 

Collegiate Association of Cornell had sent Mott a catalog 

of the school, and upon his arrival by train that September 

day of 1885, Association members came to meet him, as they 

did with all new students, in order that they might get him 

settled and introduced to students and professors.+ Mott 

was taken to White Hall where other students were waiting. 

White Hell had the rooms used by the University's Christian 

Association. The senior men of the Association had made it 

& policy for many years to meet individually the new stu- 

dents and make them feel a little more at home. This policy 

noticeably struck Mott and in a letter he sent home he re- 

Warked to his parents that he had joined the local church 

and the University Y¥.M.C.A. within the same day. It cannot   be denied that one of his motives was simply to get more 

acquainted with the new school since he admitted leaving 

Fayette to get away from the religious influence. Certainly 

his greatest concern was not the work of the ¥.M.C.A. yet 
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here again ite influence becomes a factor in his school life. 

Not only had the first influential element appeared 

again in Hott's 1ife--that is the Y.M.C.A.--but also the 

Second element, the growth toward interdenominational ten=- 

dencies. Unon joining the Christian Association at Cornell, 

Hott found that they had rejected the ordinary foundation 

known as the "Portland Basis" which is strictly Protestant 

and hed instead sdopted their own which also allowed Roman 

Catholic students to enter the Association. The foundation 

read: 

I acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ as my master and 
believe on Him as my only Saviour. I promise to abide 
by the constitution of this Association and to unite 
with 1% earnestly in Christian work.2 

Thus the spirit of a united Christian body continues to play 

a part in Mott's early life. When he became vresident of 

the Cornell Association, he appointed a Roman Catholic stu- 

dent, ir. Callan, then president of the University Catholic 

Guild, ae Chairman of one of the Association's important 

committees. Mott himself was often invited to attend the 

Roman Catholic meetings which he confessed helped much to- 

ward his understanding of their Church. 

Because of the preservation of many of his letters 

written home during his sehool years, much is known about 

his activities. During the first year at Cornell he appeared 

eee 
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very active. His main concerns were his school work and his. 

political career, yet he was far from inactive in the Col- 

lege Association. He was elected by the Association to be 

one of its delegetes at the New York State College Y.M.C.A. 

convention held at Hamilton College, one hundred miles away. 

Soon after, in the month of December, he was elected as vice- 

president of the Association. This was in itself quite un- 

usual for a student's first year. At the same meeting it 

Was decided to publish a monthly Association paper of which 

mention will be made later. Christmas vacation arrived at 

which time Mott was to attend the New York convention. 

While in New York he visited friends and made it apparent 

that he was still trying to escape religious influences. 

It would be unfeir to title him hypocritical. He was, no 

doubt, a young man with the Christian faith, yet a man who 

had doubts and fears; a man who was seeking an answer. 

In the following month of January a great event was to 

take place in the life of Mott, an event which helned to a 

great extent in patterning his future life, clearing his 

doubts and answering his questions. Before going into the 

event, which was a speech by an English Evangelist, it might 

be well to cbserve some of the preceding events that led up 

to it. The famous evangelist, Dwight L. “oody, and his 
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Companion, ira D. Sankey, arrived in Britain in 1873, and at 

thls time converted a young student by the name of Henry 

Druntiond, destined as well to become a famous evangelist. 

In 1682, Moody and Sankey again arrived in Mngland and this 

time visited Cambridge University. There Hoody won over 

Some of the leading oarsmen and cricketeers of the nation, 

including the Studd Brothers and Stanley Smith. This group, 

together with four others, formed the famous "Cambridge 

Seven" who were to storm the world with the message oF 

Christ.” J. Kynaston Studd, of the “Cambridge Seven," later 

to become the Lord Mayor of London, and his wife errived in 

America in the summer of 1885 to visit Dwight L. Hoody at 

the Worthfield Bible conference. While there Luther Wishard 

and C. K, Ober, the student secretaries of the International 

Y.H.C.A., suggested that Studd and his wife visit the Amer- 

ican universities under their auspices and speak to the Col- 

lege Associations. Moody agreed with the plan and sent a 

cable te Quintin Hogg in England, head of the London Poly- 

technic under which Studd was serving. He agreed to allow 

Studd to conduct a winter tour of America and immediately 

Studd and his wife were sent on their way to Yale, Harvard, 

Cornell, and many other universities and colleges of the 

nation. 
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Studd and his wife arrived at Cornell on Thursday, the 

14th of Janusry, 1886. There the 01d Botanical Lecture Hall 

Was made available to him. The subject of his talk was not 

announced, but no doubt the students were well aware of who 

he was and hed probably heard of his conversion during 

Hoody's visit in Mngland. The subject matter created no 

question in the students!’ minds. However, Mott was very 

hesitant in deciding whether to hear him or not. As one 

author reports it, "Torn between the desire to hear Studd 

and his fear of religious meetings, Mott did not find it 

easy to decide whether to go or stay away."5 Whether this 

be the case or not Nott was hesitant and did arrive late. 

He was immediately stirred up by the speaker and the next 

dey, Saturday at 2:30, he went to see Studd. Studd sug- 

gested that he keep an open mind, free from creedal influence 

in order that he might find for himself the Christ that de- 

mands complete submission. Studd suggested earnest Bible 

study. They met a few more times until Studd left the fol- 

lowing Wednesdey. This varticular evening during which Mott 

heard Studd speak was not the only spoke in the wheel which 

turned his spiritual life, but it is such a contributing 

factor and Mott, himself, considered it so, that it does 

warrant some observation. In Mott's own words, his "con- 

version," as some call it, occurred in this manner: 
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I saw an announcement of a meeting to be addressed by 
Studd in the Botanical Lecture Hall, and I went late to 
the meeting. The first three sentences I heard him 
speak as I got inside the door .. . revolutionized 
my life. "Seek them not. Seek ye first the Xingdom 
of God and His righteousness!" My conscience was 
&roused. Next day I went down into the ravine to 
wrestle with 4t before God. Then I sought out Studd. 
in all simplicity he gave me that day two words of 
coungel which have followed me through life. He led 
me to rivet my eyes on Christ. He led me to form the 
habit of reading every day from the original writings 
concerning Jesus. 

At the Indianapolis Convention of the Student Volunteer 

Movement for Foreign Missions Mott was pressed to tell the 

Group the stery of this great moment in his life. Here he 

Gives us 2 wore detailed account: 

iio sooner had I taken a seat in the rear of the botan- 
ical lecture room, where the meeting was being held, 
than I heard the speaker give three short sentences 
which proved to be the turning voint in my life. These 
were the three sentences: "Seekest thou great things 
for thyself? Seek them not. Seek ye first the Kingdom 
of God." These words went straight to the springs of 
my motive life. I have forgotten all else that the 
sneaker seid, but on these few words hinged my life 
investment decision. I went back to my room not to 
study but to fight. Next morning I went down into the 
solitude of one of the gorges by the waterfall. At 
two-thirty I mustered up courage to seek an interview 
with Studd and found him in his sports clothes bent 
over his Bible. Studd, in a most discerning and sym- 
pathetic way, made me ses the reasonableness of con- 
sulting for myself the source book of Christienity, the 
New Testament, and helped me to see the wisdom of using 
my will to follow the gleam of light leading Christ's 
WAY. 

The great surrender to Christ as Lord came later. One 
friend helped me on the way Christward by advising me 
to forget myself in the service of men in real need-—- 
the county jail--and to devote much time that year to 

SRE 

Siiott, oo. cit., IIT, 4. 

  

  

 



  

26 

helping unfortunate, hardened, debased, enslaved men. 
This experience helped greatly to bring near to me 
Christ Himself as 2 reality. In following the advice 
to give myself to hard, honest study of the originel 
writings or records about Christ, I undertook a some- 
what thorough study of the Resurrection. I shall never 
forget the day when, with the pavers containing ny 
notes spread out on the desk and on the faded rag car—- 

pet, IL was able with St. Thomas to say to Christ with 
intellectual honesty, "Hy Lord and my God." I at once 
wrote to ny father who had held for me, an only son, a 
prosperous business, and told him to disnose of it, 
Tor I had seen a vision, that vision of Christ as 
Lord--and, therefore, the One who alone has the right 
to determine the investment of one's life. 

The decision for the Lord has bsen made. John Raleigh Mott 

now visws his life as a servant of the Lord. Yet it is very 

apparent in this quotation of Mott's own words that the so- 

called "conversion" by Studd. was not the big crisis, as some 

have made it, but more the culmination of a vexing problen 

that Mott had been bearing for some time. Notice that Mott 

cries the words of Thomas during his study of the Scripture. 

He exclaims, "The Lord My God" while he was searching the 

truth within God's Word. In ea letter sent home this point 

can be illustrated. In thse letter Studd ia not even men- 

tioned, and Mott shows his decision for the Lord coming from 

diligent seeking of the truth. 

I have glad news for you for your prayers have been 
ansvered. The past week hes seen a great change in ny 
plans for life. ... I came to Cornell intending to 
devote my energies through life to the legal profession 
and the service of my country; I can truly say that I 
never was prompted to any other calling than this prev- 
ious to coming here, but since I have been here I have 
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not been contented with my plans and there has been a 
constantly increasing impulse in me urging me to devote 
my whole life and talents to the service of Jesus.| I 
at first warded off this prompting, but it gave me no 
rest and so for several weeks past I gave un and deter- 
Mined to see where the spirit would impel me. 

About the time I decided on this course I became in- 
timate with a young man of my age in the Christian As- 
sociation who was in the same frame of mind exactly as 
was I. We had several honest talks on the subject, 
read gome sermons on this line and also the Bible. I 
also recalled Bishop Simpson's Lectures on the call to 
the ministry. This all took place last term. I did 
not settle the point so I then went to God in prayer 
and night after night I implored Him to reveal to me 
in an unmistakable manner what He would have me do in 
this world. This term came and my prayer was unan- 
swered; lest week ovened uo and still I was in doubt; 
last Tuesday noon found me very earnest but yet vacil- 
lating. After dinner that day I went uo to study with 
my friend and although we needed every moment to get 
our lesson something foreed us back to the old question; 
and we did not look at a textbook that afternoon. We 
talked over the whole matter candidly and cooly, and 
closely examined each other. I never was so earnest as 
then in my life; it was the same with Grant, we went 
right down to the bottom of things and looked at our 
motives and in silence listened to conscience. Wine 
would say nothing but "Consecrate yourself to My ser- 
vice." We then went upon our knees and God told me in 
reply that I must work in His vineyard. ... 

Since that moment I have been free from a great load. 
- e « And now, dear parent, you who have done so much 
for me, pray that I may be kept pure in heart and in- 
spired with a love for souls. Theat your lives be 
spared to see me do much for Christ is my vrayer. 

Mott wrote this letter on Sunday night, January 17th, while 

Studd was still at Cornell. why should he write this letter 

in silence of the Studd visit? It is doubtful that it is 

because it meant little to him. It is quite possible that 
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Hott wanted his parents to realize that this was his de- 

cision and his alone. ‘Thus to make mention of Studd, the 

evangelist, might stir up doubts in their minds as to the 

sincerity of his decision. But whether the influence of 

Studd on Mott be over estimated or not, it may still be 

classified as a turning point in his life, but not nec- 

essarily THE turning point. Many factors contributed to the 

complete reversel. All of them may be attributed to the work 

of the Svirit through the “ord. 

Mott alse made an imoression on Studd. Before leaving 

the United States Studd wrote to Richard Horse, the General 

Secretary of the International Committee of the Young Men's 

Christian Associations in North America and said, 

Of 211 the students with whom I have come into contact 
during this tour among the universities, there is one 
man you have to keep your eye upon as a leader in your 
work, Mott of Cornell. 

Things in general seemed to pick up at Cornell for the 

rest of the school year. Spring was in the air and a new 

life seemed to surge through the school. Mott was asked to 

join a Bible class in the town church and some of his friends 

suggested that he get out and practice this new life in 

Christ. He began some intensive work among the local con- 

victs and spent many hours with them in prison following 

then up after their release. Although the results were 
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Meager, Mott does cleim some converts. Above ell it helped = 

to stabilize Mott's faith. The College Association as a ‘ 

whole aiso felt the results of the Studd visit. It became = 

a custom to meet every Friday afternoon for one-half hour 

for a prayer and conference meeting. The membership in- 

creased from forty to 150 under the presidency of Grant, a i 

close friend of Mott. In the Spring, the Association cane 

out with ite first edition of The Cornell University Chris- 

Sian Association Bulletin. Its principal content was on the 

Studd. visit written by Hott. . 

So went the firet yeer of Mott's college life at Cor- 

nell University. A great decision was made, a decision tc ; | 

glve his life to the Lord. I% was 9 decision that was to 

lead to many more great decisions and events in the course 

of his life.
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CHAPTER V 

THE MY. HERMON SUMMER CONFERSNCE OF 1886 

Before the first year st Cornell University can be 

Closed, it 48 necessary to review some of the incidents 

that led to the Mt. Hermon Summer Gonference that followed 

the first year. In the history of the student Christian 

ovement thia was to be a summer never forgotten. It was 

to be 2 summer compared with the great haystack meeting at 

Williams College. The circumstances that led to the con- 

ference are of special importance and of particular interest 

4s the influence which three men had on the coming con- 

ference. They are Luther Wishard, Dwight Moody, and a 

young student by the name of Robert Wilder. The necessity 

of going into this conference in detail is warranted by the 

fact that the vroduct of this summer conference was to be- 

come one of the major concerns of our subject, John Hott. 

it was Luther Wishard together with the Dodge family who 

worked for a student organization within the Y.H.C.A. It 

Was because of the work done by the Princeton University 

Christian Society, where he was studying, that the inter- 

collegiate department of the Y.!.C.A. came into existence 

back in 1877. Wishard was then elected its first traveling 

Secretary. Wishard, like Mott, was a man filled with the 

dream of « united student world. At the 1881 Y¥.H.C.A.
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convention Wishard received permission to correspond with 

colleges in the Orient. He also achieved much work which. 

led to unification within the year 1883 with British col- 

lege grouos.! his dream of Wishard, the dream which 41s 

yet not too clear in Mott, 1s to become an influential 

factor in this coming summer conference of 1886. 

Before we enter the summer conference itself, we should — 

review the Life of another man, namely Dwight L. Moody, the 

evangelist, and the leader of the already vonular general 

summer Bible Conferences. Already in 1858 Moody was active- 

ly engaged in Y¥.4.C.A. work as the president of the Chicago 

Association. However, his evangelistic abilities were gain-. 

ing him much fame. It grew to the point that by 1871 he had 

to resign from the Association in order to carry out his 

svangelistic work. Soon after Moody began holding general 

Blble conferences for Christian workers at Northfield in 

the Connecticut Valley where he lived. During the summer of 

1865 Moody and Wishard accidentally came together at the 

Summer conference. This was the same conference attended by 

Studd. Wishard suggested to Moody that an all<student con- 

ference be held on similar lines as the Christian confer- 

ences now being held. It took much persuasion on the part 

of Wishera. After much hesitation Moody agreed and invita- 
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tions were sent out to the colleges and universities of 

North America. Moody was more interested in holding a 

Y.M.C.A. secretary conference but Wishard insisted on a 

strictly all-student conference. It is strange that Hoody 

should shrink back and hesitate at Wishard's suggestion for 

a Bible conference for college students.~ It seems as 

though Moody disliked holding college sessions because of 

embearraseament due to his lack of education. Yet he had al- 

ready held meetings at the large universities of England 

where he had converted great men like Drummond and the 

"Gambridge Seven." However, as was already mentioned, Moody 

accented Wishard's plan by April of 1886. 

The invitations sent out by Wishard to the colleges 

were auite attractive. They contained a circular which drew 

& tempting picture of the summer conference putting much en— 

phasis on the recreational facilities which would be present. 

The accompanying letter was drawn up also very appealing to 

the college associations.” After sending out the invitations 

Wishard and Ober, his colleague, set out in the Spring to 

visit the colleges and encourage the associations to send 

delegates. Ober was assigned to the New York area which 
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included Cornell University. Upon his arrival at Cornell 

he net John Mott. A friendship was immediately establisned 

and the two worked hard in acquiring ten delegates from 

Cornell. At the start only one: delegate was requested from 

each college but because all colleges did not respond the 

number of delegates was increased and Cornell was allowed 

ten. In a letter written home Mott had said that the in- 

Vitation to attend the Mt. Hermon conference was referred to 

him by the members of the Cornell Association, for it was 

mentioned in the invitation that only one who planned to be 

at sehool for at least two more years should be delegated to 

the conference in order that he might return to carry on the 

work, Mott's activity in the Association made him the best 

representative, particularly since he had two more years of 

school. The significance of this choice is well brought out 

in the remark, 

It staggers one's imagination to picture the signifi- 
cance to the religious and missionary life of the world 
of the persistence of both Wishard end Ober in securing 
the attendance of these two students Mott and Wilder 
from Gornell and Princeton to this first summer student 
conference.4   

Immediately the Cornell Association began preparing for the 

conference. The fifth issue of the Association Bulletin for 

the month of June had an advance description of the coming 

conference. In one of the articles Mott portrayed the leader 
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of the conference, Dwight L. Moody, as the greatest man of 

the century.5 

Moody planned the conference for approximately four 

weeks beginning July 7th and ending on August lst. There 

were to be but two hours of study in the morning and much 

recreation in the afternoon. This was in consideration for 

ths students who had just completed 2 school year. However, 

this free time was a great asset for the success of the con- 

ference. It allowed the students to hold many informal con- 

versations with the important speakers present. The general 

program for the conference was in this order: At 8:00 a.m. 

the discussion was to begin, Bible scholars were obtained to 

Give the lectures, mueh recreation would continue with in- 

terspersed conferences, these would culminate with an out- 

door sunset meeting. The principal discussions at the con= 

ference were on the devotional meeting, the duties of the 

officers and committees, mission work, the tihite Cross Army, 

and the Bible training class. Such ea simple and yet effec 

tive program as this can hardly be compared with the present 

detailed conferences and sectionel meetings of the Student 

Volunteer Movement conventions. © An hour every morning a 

Small group of young men met with Wishard to discuss methods 

of how to work with their fellow students. This was another 
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of the informal yet effective groups that made for the suc- 

cess of the conference. As for the group as a whole, there 

Were present students from Dartmouth, Amherst, Yale, Cor- 

Nell, Randolph, and many others. The gathering toteled 251 

lien, with 89 schools representing America and Ganada. 

During the conference Mott took very careful notes and 

in the afternoon would copy them in ink and underline what 

he thought the most pertinent with red ink. His copious 

hoves totaled 132 wages. Hany of these pages were snalyses 

of the speeches. We devoted much of the book to Moody's 

Bible talks. ‘The key note of the conference as it is found 

in Hott's notes was "He that winneth souls is wise." Mott, 

trying to keep the other nine representetives from Cornell 

close together, would, at the close of every day, gather 

them together, discuss the material from his note book, and 

proceed to form a working policy that could be used at the 

next school year. 

The third man now enters the summer conference picture. 

His name is Robert Wilder, a name to be remembered through- 

out the entire student world as one of the great pioneers of 

the student Christian movement. Great Britain and the 

Scandinavian countries especially owe much to him. Wilder, 

like Wishard, wes also from Princeton. He was the son of an 

Indian missionary. In 1683, just three years prior to the 

summer conference, he, with the help of a few others, began 

@& missionary volunteer movement among the students of Prince— 
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ton, 2 movement that sought students desiring to volunteer 

their lives to Christian missions. By 1886 he had twenty- 

81x signers of the volunteer declaration, twenty-six men who 

were willing to change the course of their lives and follow 

in mission fields. He, together with his sister, Grace, 

often prsyed that a wide missionary movement might evolve 

from the American colleges. Now she was certain that their 

prayers would be answered at the Mt. Hermon conference. / 

Grace was herself a signer of a missionary declaration which 

had been started in 1878 at Mt. Holyoke College. Nany his- 

torlans of the student volunteer movement considered this 

was the true beginning of its history and not the Mt. Her- 

tion conference. Whatever the case may be, Grace Wilder did 

become » missionary into India in the footsteps of her 

father.® 

When Robert Wilder first arrived at the Mt. Hermon sum- 

mer confsrence his immediate concern was to bear his mis-— 

Sionary zeal to others. ‘The first two men whom he located 

with e similar zeal were Tewksbury of Harvard and Clark of 

Oberlin. As others were located they would gather together 

for prayer. The conference had hardly started when nineteen 

CEES oo 
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missionary minded students were found gathering together 

each day. Within the last week of the conference this amali 

éroup went to Dr. Pierson and asked if he would give a talk 

on missions. Some time later they obtained Dr. Ashmore, a 

China missionary, to give a talk. However, the powerful 

talk by Pierson is considered the turning point of the con- 

ference. The title of his impressive speech was "All should 

g° and go to all."? The missionary's spirit seemed to spread 

like a fire throughout the entire conference. Wilder seized 

this situation and urged Hoody to allow them to hold a meet- 

ing one night which would be led only by students. Under 

much persuasion Moody consented and Wilder obtained ten of 

the volunteers of different nationalities and had them speak 

on the needs of their countries. Three minutes were allowed 

for each speaker. The impression of these talks on the 

audience led to it being called "The Meeting of the Ten Na- 

tions." However, it was a slight misnomer since three of 

the boys were simoly sons of missionaries in China, India, 

and Persie. The other seven were a North American, an In- 

dian, a German, a Dane, a Norwegian, a Japanese, an Armenian, 

and a Slamese. The meeting of the ten nations was extremely 

effective and led many into prayer that night, Friday, July ~ 

23rd. A unified sovirit seemed to sweep over the group. A 
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day or so later Wilder was walking to the swimming hole 

with Mott when he slightly ewung the conversation over to 

Missions. Hott evaded any answer then. But during the con- 

versation “Wilder mentioned the prayer of him and his sister 

that one hundred volunteers for mission work would emerge 

from this conference. ‘That smell group of nineteen which 

Was meeting every day under a tree in prayer grew to a size 

necessitating the old Crossley Recreation Hall for their 

preyer meetings. By now Mott had joined the group. During 

their evening meetings, each volunteer would give a testi- 

Mony as to why he decided to be a missionary. Close to the 

last night of the summer conference they again met at the 

old hall and gave their testimonials. Many men were added 

to the volunteer group that night. Mott gives us a vivid 

picture of this night: 

Wan efter man arose and told the reason why he had de- 
cided to become a volunteer. ... At the beginning of 
the Mount Hermon conference less than half a dozen stu- 
dents were expecting to be missionaries. By the lest 
fay ninety-nine had decided and had signed a vaver that 
read "Wie are willing and desirous, God permitting, to 
become foreign missionaries" . . . and while we were 
Kneeling in that closing period of heart—burasng prayer 
the hundredth man came in and knelt with us.19 

At the close of the conference four of the volunteers 

were chosen to act as missionaries among the colleges and 

universities of North Americe. They were to plan their 

visits on the same basis as the famous Cambridge Seven who 
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Visited the British Universities. Mott was one of the four 

chosen. However, he decided it better that he continue hig 

schooling first and carry the message of the summer confer- 

ence back to the Gornell Association. It has also been 

noted that family difficulties prevented Mott from joining 

this missionary deputation to the colleges. Finally only 

Wilder was able to go on this missionary crusade, but by 

the Autumn of the year, a young man by the name of Foreman 

consented to join him. The main problem of this missionary 

deputation vlan was how it would be financed. Wishard, who 

gave full support to this missionary outgrowth of the Kt. 

Hermon conference, wired to McWilliams in New York City, an 

ardent supporter of student movements, who immediately of- 

fered all the financial support needed. 

The Mt. Hermon conference was by no means the firat 

and only spark of student missions. It was more a flaming 

of many sparks found in individual missionary societies al- 

ready present. The Y¥.i.C.A. had already been aware of their 

Mission obligations. Princeton as was already noted had 

the declaration system, and if one wishes to stretch it back 

further he mey point back to the missionary spark at Wil- 

liams College under Samuel J. Mills. Yet no previous stu- 

dent missionary group was of this scope. No other group’ had 

euch an organizational backing. No other group immediately 

found itself within an intercollegiate organization that 

would enable it to spread rapidly throughout the Continent. 
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Thus from this group of one hundred was to emerge, two years 

later, the international Student Volunteer Movement for 

Foreign Missions. This summer conference of 1886 was the 

first international and interdenominational student Christian 

conference sever to ve held. ith the sponsorship of the 

international committee of the ¥.M.C.A. of North America the 

Small group could not fail. In realizing the significance 

of this conference Mott published his first pamphlet in 

August, 1889, entitled "The American Student Missionary Up- 

rising," which told in nineteen small pages a story of the 

Mt. Hermon convention. ‘ho can deny that the tremendous 

Christian outreach of this group was under the divine guid- 

anee of our Lord? 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE SECOND YEAR AT CORNELL 

The year of 1885-1886 at Cornell University passed with 

great decisions on the part of Mott and great events in be- 

half of the Cornell students. However, the second year is 

not to ness without its landmarks. Although none of them 

appear as large as those of the first year, yet they do help 

to form the growth of a man destined to greater things. The 

second year appears with its continued zeal for student work 

on the vart of the College Association. At the beginning of 

the school year Grant resigned as president and Mott was 

temporarily elected into the position until the coming Jan— 

uary when he was reelected for the full term. Under his 

leadership the College Association continued to grow in num 

ber as well as achievements. He states: 

At the beginning of my junior year I was made president 
of the Cornell Christian Association. Before the end of 
the year its membership had grown to 330 as compared 
with 32 several years earlier and 130 one year earlier. 
We did a great deal of social service in the slums of 
Ithaca.1 

The social work which had already been going on when Mott ar- 

rived at Cornell now became more active. The group endeav- 

ored to vractice their charity throughout the under=-priv— | 

oceania S 

1John R. Mott, Addresses and Penere John RB. Hott 
(New York: Association — 194 a, °s. 
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jleged areas of the city which harbored their University. 

They not only worked with the students but also sought to 

help others. They would send students to hold services at 

@ nearby church. It was here that Mott delivered one of 

his earliest religious addresses. 

Apparently his public speaking training made him known 

to other churehes for he was asked to speak in them as well. 

No doubt this new Hott who had found Christ had taken on a 

new zeal in his speaking. He also wanted to know how others 

spoke of Christ and so he often attended the local church 

services of the area and took notes on their sermons. He 

Particularly did this at the University chapel. Some time 

|g0 Russell Sage gave a large endowment in order that the | 

great preachers of the major denominations might hold ser= ) 

vices at the University chapel. Often Mott would try to 

speak personally with the visiting pastors, and learn by the ; 

experience of others. His studies of Seripture continued to | 

enrich the religious talks he gave throughout the year. His 

new religious interests also led hin as a member of the 

Honors Course, to make a study of the religious movements in 

Europe before the Reformation.“ 

John Mott contributed much to the college association 

during this year. On January 9th he organized the first 
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missionary meeting. The basis for membership was the answer 

to the question, "Why should I not go into the foreign field 

to labor for Christ?" As Mott himself said, this "implies 

that the claims of the foreign field are a greater burden 

on one's heart than any other branch of Christian work. "3 

No doubt the organization of this missionary group was moti- 

vated by the volunteers of the famous Mt. Hermon Conference. 

of the past summer. Mott also contributed to the Associa- 

tion by helning organize a library for them. It is inter- 

esting to note that a good number of systematic books of 

other faiths were present in the collection. In doing this 

it becomes more and more obvious that to eliminate the word 

“ecumenical” from Mott's dream is impossible. | 

Was it prover for a student like Mott to give so much 

of his time and energy to the Cornell Christian Association? 

He was now primarily concerned in serving the Lord, and in a 

letter to his father on October 10th, 1886, Mott showed his 

deep concern for bringing Christ to the student. 

Here where young men, who are to control the thought of 
the country in days to come, are making decisions for 
life, how important it is that the cause of Christ 
should be presented to them. 

Yet with this deen regard for carrying the Message of 
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Love to his fellow students, it cannot be assumed that he 

did not fulfill his obligations and more in his studies. 

Mott graduated with two Bachelor degrees, he received the 

Phi Seta Kappa key, and later in life accented many honor- 

ary degrees. 

His religious activities on campus were not, however, 

confined to the Association. His second year finds him 

working hard with the Methodist Alliance. But Mott also 

formed a rather strange group celled the Cornell Religious 

Association. It had no connection whatsoever with the 

Christian Association nor the Methodist Alliance. Anyone 

who had a sincere interest in religion, honest convictions 

of his own, and a tolerance for others could join this group. 

Its purnose was to enlighten one another in regard to the 

faiths of the world. Among ites members were to be found 

Roman Catholics, Orthodox Catholics, Protestants of many 

denominations, Jews, Buddhists, and occasionally a Mormon or 

two whom Mott had never considered Christian. 

The College Y¥.M.C.A. was still his major concern. With 

its continued growth the pressing need for room became very 

acute. It waa Mott's desire to obtain a separate building 

on the Cornell campus for the Association, a desire that led 

to Association buildings started by Hott throughout the 

world. He wrote a vivid editorial in the Association's 

Bulletin cn the pressing need for a building. It was a plea 

for help from the school and from outsiders, placing the 
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responsibllity on Christians everywhere. This too was a 

technique Mott often used to raise sums of money needed for 

Christian work. He would make the potential contributor 

feel that shovld he not Give he was slacking his obligations 

48 a Christian. In the February Bulletin article, Mott gave 

detailed reasons why 211 should contribute to this building 

program. At the previous Association meeting a Board of 

Trustees was set up for the planning of the building. The 

Board consisted of Professors Tyler, Thurber, Kennedy, and 

Hott. The Association having voted to erect such a building 

Was caught uo in 4 zeal to get the campaign off to a good 

Start. Iwo members decided to obtain ten men who would 

pledge one hundred dollars each and thus set a precedent for 

others. ‘ott, a fund raising genius, was able to obtain 

fifty-four such pledges from the students. He even obtained . 

a five hundred dollar pledge from one of the trustees. Less 

than three weeks later nearly eight thousand dollars was al- 

ready pledged. By the time Mott went home for the holidays, 

the Assecciation had obtained pledges amounting to ten thou- 

send dollars. Then came one of the most uplifting moments of 

the Association's life. While home Mott received a telegran. 

from a Mr. Barnes, trustee of Cornell and a New York pub- 

lisher. After hearing of the students' sacrifices he pledged 

to give forty thousand dollars and later increased that to 

fifty thousand dollars. This already exceeded the first es- 

timated cost of the new building which was set at forty 
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thousand dollars. There are, however, some slight discrep- 

anoles as to the amount donated by Barnes, but it matters 

little for now the Association was well assured of heving 

its own building. Mott worked hard throughout the remaining 

year at Cornell and in the Autumn of 1888, Hott returned to 

the school to dedicate the new Barnes Hall. 

This building plan inaugurated by Mott bears out two 

significant traite that were to mean much in his later life. 

First, it shows his ability to raise money. Without this 

ability the founding of the World Student Christian Federa- 

tion would heave been long delayed. For Mott, money was a 

very active thing and he often referred to it as the key to 

the release of positive power. Secondly, it bears out 

Mott's foresight in visioning the necessity of a building 

for the success of such an organization. This foresight led 

to the building of many Y.H.C.A. and 5.C.M. buildings around 

the world. We may also mention a third point. Cc. K. Ober, 

the intercollegiate secretary, together with Wishard, came 

to Cornell by Mott's request. Mott wanted to ask him some 

questions regarding the building. It was during his visit, 

at which time he saw the work Mott was doing, that Ober be- 

came convinced that Mott's leadership should be used on a 

National scale. 

During this second year growth was by no means re- 

stricted to the Cornell Association. Throughout this school 

year, “Yilder had been traveling around the country visiting 
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many of the college associations under the auspices of the 

Student volunteers of the Mt. Hermon conference.- In the 

year of travel Wilder, Foreman, and othera had obtained 

2,100 volunteers--1,600 men, and 500 women. The two had ob- 

tained 1,500 volunteers and had visited during the school 

year of 1886-1887, 176 schools. On a Sunday in March the 

two men arrived at Cornell. After spending two days and 

holding four meetings on missions they obtained thirty-five 

volunteers. Thirty-five names were signed on the declara- 

tion expressing a desire to do mission work. 

Through the work of Wilder and Foreman the summer con- 

ference was rapidly becoming known throughout the country. 

Its success wag agsured and with the approaching summer the 

conference was set up at Northfield, near Mt. Hermon. This 

second student conference was to be held for only two weeks 

starting on June 15th. Four hundred and fifty delegates ar- 

rived with twelve from Cornell. A little misunderstanding 

was in the air prior to the conference and during it. Many 

were led to believe that the conference was now only a place 

to recruit misslonaries vecause of the volunteer movement 

started the previous year. Wishard, however, wanted to clear 

up this matter as quickly as possible. He sent out a report 

that assured all that the conference was for Bible study, how 

to use it, and how to apply it in the colleges. But not 
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even this misconception was able to hold back the success 

of the summer conference. Not only had it become nationally 

famous throughout the past yeer, it was already on the way 

to being internationally famous. Wishard, in his travels, 

had obtained twelve British and Continental students as re- 

presentatives to the conference. The conference, however, 

did have its drawbacks. Drummond, the English Evangelist, 

conducted the conference with the help of Studa@. These two 

men vividly impressed the students present. They were able 

to fire up their zeal but it was as though Little fuel wes 

present to keep it burning. The two men gave the students 

no organizational methods nor concrete techniques that they 

could take back to school. But with new associations there 

is new enthusiasm and it is difficult to burn it out. The 

future of the conferences was well in hand. With foreigners 

bringing back the good news and starting up thelr own con- 

ferences, the dreams of Wishard and Mott were beginning to 

take form, © 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE THIRD YEAR AT GORNELL 

In entering the third and final year at Cornell Uni- 

versity, one finds a strong emphasis being placed on the 

spiritual life of John Mott. 

During my senior year at Cornell I got R. S. Hiller, 
Jr. to join the Association Y¥.4.C.A. and every Sunday 
morning the two of us met for an intensive study of 
the Bible with reference to the Holy Spirit. ‘That year, 
during lunch hours, I also read through Thomas a Ken- 
pis' Imitatis Christi eight times.1 

The Sunday mornings also included other Bible studies with 

Association members in his room. This was a period of in- 

tense Bible study on the part of Mott. No doubt the spir- 

itual strength which this studying was giving Nott contri- 

buted the biggest factor in helping Mott decide in what 

direction he was to turn at the conclusion of this last 

school year. 

As far as his work in the last year is concerned, one 

of the tore significant events is his December report to the 

X.4.G.A. of the condition of the Cornell College Association. 

As the president of the Association he had taken upon hin- 

Self to submit a twenty-four page typed report. The report 

bears out many of the outstanding qualities of Mott such as 
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his ability of leadership, organization and administration. 

In the report 1t is clear that the second influential ele- 

ment that contributed to the fulfillment of his dream was 

already concretely formed within his mind--that 1s his ecu- 

menical tendeneies. Mott said that the College Association 

hed now won the respect of the students, the faculty, and 

the trustees. He went on to say that it had the cooperation 

of all denominations, and that among the Association denon 

inationel lines are entirely forgotten.2 The necessity of 

incorporating the work of students in this ecumenical dream 

48 apparent in a jubilant remark made by “ott in a letter 

home. 

the tendency 1s increasing, especially in non-denomina- 
tional colleges asa Cornell to take religious matters 
out of the hands of the faculty end leave them to the 
spontaneous action of student organizations. 

However, he also presented the warning in his repors that 

students must beware of losing the spiritual significance of 

their college ¥.M.C.A. 

The revort continues to state that the Association had 

grown within his fifteen months as president from one hundred 

to 406 members. One hundred and thirteen of these members 

were serving on twenty-seven committees. These committees 

became extremely effective branches of the Association. in 
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& letter home, Mott mentioned how pleased he was with the 

efficiency of the ¥.M.C.A. because of this committee systen - 

which involved one-fourth of the members. He claimed that 

, Row it took but one-half the time to carry out his duties. 

At the beginning of each term the chairmen would have-a 

special social evening to plan the year's work. The plans 

always included evangelistic meetings. The plans for the 

Bible study groups were to use the inductive method insti- 

tuted by J. P. Reynolds. The missionary band, that volunteer 

section of the Association, had now grown to thirty-nine men- 

bers. The report continued to state that the Association was 

financielly healthy and had revised the constitution in or- 

der that 1t might be more effective. The Association bul- 

letin had grown to twenty pages plus four pages of ads. The 

Y¥.4.C.4. library was now increased to 153 volumes with one 

hundred magazines. Special help continued to be offered to 

the new students. Secause of the Association's growth, it 

Was encouraged thet the group meet according to their class. 

Yet in no way did this hinder the Association's efficiency 

in carrying out its work. Mott also suggested in the report 

that a full time general secretary be avpointed from the 

student body to work for the College Association. Nott felt 

that the work was becoming too time consuming and that the 

president could net both go to school and properly administer 

his office. Apparently he got this idea of a general sec- 

retary from the system already being practised st Yale. In 
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glancing over this revort, it becomes apnarent that the 

activities at Cornell coincided very closely with the sug- 

gested activities and discussions at the Mt. Hermon and 

Northfield summer conferences. Mott had utilized what he 

had learned from these conferences to its greatest extent. 

In so doing he became quite familiar with the practical as- 

pects of the intercollegiate endeavors. 

This is the closing year at Cornell and because of his 

outstanding work as a student and as a leader of the College 

Association, Mott finds himself confronted with many temot- 

ing offers. He was offered a traveling scholarship to Europe 

for a yeer's work in historical research. Chaperoned by the 

Librarian, he would be allowed to consult primary sources in 

the great university cities of Berlin, Ponn, Dresden, Heidel- 

berg, Zurich, Faris, and London. The University offered him 

a fellowship 4n philosophy. He was also asked to become the 

Cornell Association's first full time general secretary, the 

Job he had suggested in the report. The intercollegiate Y.M. 

C.A. was also interested and sought him as a secretary with 

C. K. Ober. Wishard, who was secretary with Ober, was about 

to leave on a tour of Asia. Ober, who had met Mott, desired 

securing him as an associate during Wisherd's absence. How- 

ever, ott was seriously considering going on to a theolog- 

icsl seminary. Prior to this he gave some thought, though 

very slignt, to an engineering career. It seems as though 

his first love of ev political career had now left the pic- 
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ture.” 

On May 5, 1888 he declined the offer as the Cornell 

Association's secretary and helped to nominate 8. S. Miller 

for the position. Before long he also declined the offers 

made by Cornell. After declining the scholarship to Europe 

the desire for entering the Christian ministry was now be- 

coming uppermost in his thoughts. In considering the Chris- 

tlan ministry, he was not too sure what vart of Christian 

work he should really follow. ‘The events which were to fol- 

low would help him decide. Mott was scheduled to speak at 

the New York Association Convention during this last school 

year. tihile in New York he visited the president of Drew 

Seminary in New Jersey and lir. Field, the editor of a New 

York periodical. Both of these men suggested thet he con- 

Sider the Cornell fellowship. But there were other plans 

for Mott. At this convention of fifteen hundred delegates 

the leaders of the Y.M.C.A. were planning on a critical look 

at this man Mott who had been suggested to them by many of 

their influential workers. Wishard, Morse, McBurney, and 

Webster made 4t a point to urge Mott to accept the secretary- 

shin of the intercollegiate devartment together with Ober.   
Mott gave the secretaryship serious thought and paints 

a vivid picture of its offers in a letter to his parents. 
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The College Secretary of the ¥.ii.C.A. as you know, 
is going to foreign lands to spend four to six years 
introducing the Young Men's Christian Association work 
in foreign colleges. The International Committee of 
Young Men's Christian Associations of the United States 
and Canada therefore want to get two young men to take 
his place in conducting and further introducing the work 
in the United States and Canada. They got me to stay 
over a day in New York and gave me a call to one of the 
Dlaces and a fellow named James B. Reynolds of Yale to 
the other. ‘The work means traveling from college to 
college spending from three to seven days in each dur- 
ing between seven and eight, months of the year. The 
remaining time you have for yourself. For this they 
offer me 1,500 for the first year with all traveling 
and hotel expenses paid,--and a probability of getting 
62,500 per year in the course of five years if my work 
is satisfactory. They have given me several months to 
think the matter over.5 

Even with this temoting offer, “ott hesitated in his answer, 

particularly because of the pressing work at Cornell and the 

desire of his family that he come home. Ober, who was 

anxious to have him take the position, noticed Mott's delay 

in answering and immediately went to see him during the 

latter part of March. But even with Ober's visit Mott re- 

itg@ined undecided. As they walked to the train Ober was to 

board for New York, he suggested that they pray together 

behind the coal shed of the railroad station. Then Ober 

said: 

Although you cannot see your way clear now to accept 
our call for life, you might consider it as a call for 
a year with the thought that this may furnish Just the 
additional light you need for being verfectly trained 
for your life work. f . 
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Mott gave this position much thought, and he inquired of his 

parents through correspondence what they thought of the of- 

fer. He had arguments with himself and consulted many 

others. He prayed fervently over the matter and then, be- 

ing convinced that he hed chosen the right course, he ac- 

cepted the Intercollegiete secretaryship of the ¥.M.C.A. 

In a letter to his mother he speaks of the struggle he had 

in deciding whet path to follow. When the decision was made 

to follow Christ and Him alone, he concluded by saying, "It 

Calls to mind what a Saviour has suffered for me--how He has 

suffered for me-~how He has saved me from my sins--how He 

has called me back from backeliding. "7 

Mott made his decision known to Ober by letter on April 

16, 1888. However, he specified certain conditions in ac- 

cepting this vosition. First of all, it was to be on a trial 

basis for one year and that if he found 4t necessary after 

that time to continue his studies, he could do so. The sec- 

ond condition was that he would at no time be obligated to 

raise any money. That these two conditions were quickly for- 

gotten is apparent by the fact that he did remain with the 

intercollegiate work and did become the most outstanding fund 

reiser for the Student Christian Movement. It hes been as- 

certeained that within his course of life he raised an equiva- 

lent of three hundred million dollars. As he himself seid, 
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"I got into it so deep that I have never been able to get 

out of it."8 In accepting this position, Mott faces an 

intercollegiate ¥.i.C.A. with an already firm foundation. 

At this time there 1s a College Association in three hundred 

of the avproximately twelve hundred existing colleges in the 

United States and Canada. The total student membership had 

reached sixteen thousand. That Mott was well qualified and 

prepared to meet the task is evident in the faith placed on 

him by the leaders of the movement. Though a young man of 

only twenty-three years, he shows himself well versed in the 

methods and purpyoses of the College Association. 

In «a letter written home during his senior year Mott 

elaborated in detail what he considered the functions of a 

College Association: 

&. To emphasize upon Christian students their duty to 
look after the spiritual welfare of their fellow- 
students. 

b. To show the importance of an earnest, intelligent, 
devout, practioal study of the Bible in college. 

ec. To train young men in methods of Christian work so 
that they can go out from college and helo in the 
work of the home churehes and associations. 

ad. To press upon young men the vast importance of so- 
cial purity by means of the White Cross movement. 

e. To quicken an interest among young men in the cause 
of home and foreign missions--leading them to con- 
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secrate their lives to religious work.? 

As far as his own specific duties as college secretary were 

concerned, he felt that he would be obligated to spend a few 

days at each college thet he visited, instruct them in the 

mentioned goals, give them methods of execution, and stimu- 

late their zeal by holding evangelistic meetings. As much 

88 these goals may appear to infringe on the work of the 

Church, by such a definition we find ourselves making an 

indictment against the Church itself. Denominations had not 

met the need of the student. S8ut now the Christian student, 

&8 a8 member of the Universal Chureh, has taken upon himself 

to witness to his fellow students through the intercollegiate 

Student Christian Movement this organization. Mott did not 

consider the Association e church. In his own words, 

The ¥.M.C.A. is in no sense a Church. [It does not per= 
forn what we properly regard as the distinctive func- 
tions of the Chureh. Nor is it a substitute for the 
Church of Chriat. It is not en end in itself, but is 
tributary to the Church. It does not, when it exists 
in its true place, in any sense weaken the Church, but 
rather strengthens its hands. It should never be re- 
garded therefore as a comostitor or rival of the 
Church, 10 

These, then, arc the convictions, the methods, and goals 

that are in the hands of Mott, the new college secretary. 

In a sense his third year at Cornell should be closed 

at this point for Mott is now a career man working full time 
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for Christ through the Y.M.C.A. Yet because the summer con- 

ferences are so linked with the students, and Mott has just 

graduated from Cornell, we might at this point consider the 

summer conference of 1888. Immediately upon graduation Mott 

went straight to the Northfield student conference under 

Moody's chairmanship. Mott was attending for the first time, 

not only as a student, but also as the new college secretary. 

In this capacity, he gave a speech at the conference con- 

cerning his work. Although Wieherd was not present his in- 

fluence on this particular conference is greatly felt by the 

group and helped considerably in widening Mott's view of the 

student Christian movement. Wishard was in Eurcpe trying to 

organize @ German movement and therefore wanted to forego 

attending Northfield this year in order that he might fol- 

low up contacts made in Europe. Even though he had seen to 

it that foreign students attended the conference the prev- 

ious year, he still sew little hope of international rela- 

tions with them. Hewever, when British S.C.M. leaders said 

that they were planning to attend the conference of 1888, his   dream of an international group was revitalized. Wishard 

then helved in securing ten British students to attend the 

conference, such as MacLean of Glasgow, Wilson of Cambridge, 

Hartin of Edinburgh, Bartlet of Oxford, and others, ell 

leaders in the British S.C.H.t2 Seeing these British stu- 
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dents at the conference, Mott's dream also became more vivid. 

In exoression of this, he sent a letter to Professor Burr 

at Cornell saying that he was convinced that some form of 

intercollegiate Christian association would soon be formed 

in Britain and elsewhere although probably not under direct 

supervision of the ¥..C.A. Whether organically joined with 

the ¥.N.C.A. or not, Mott was sure that this was a step 

leading towards the reality of his dream that some day the 

Christian students would be joined together though they be 

at the four corners of the world. 

Wishard returned to America in August of this year. 

However, the following month, under the auspices of the world 

committee of the Y.M.C.A., he began a tour in the Orient. 

The tour extended from September 18th to April 20th, 1892. 

The effect of this tour, which will not be discussed in this 

paper, is quite evident in the observation of Mott's first 

world tour. ‘The success of Mott's trip would not have 

reached the goals it did had it not been for the ground work 

laid by #ishard in these early years. As for Wishard, we 

will be 11ttle concerned with him until he begins the journey 

with the Motts to Europe in 1895. However, it might be 

noted that the ecumenical spirit was strong in the air. With 

Wishard located in the Orient, Reynolds accomplishing the 

Same work in Europe, and Mott beginning his work in America 

the reality of Mott's dream begins to see its dawn. 

 



  

CHAPTER VIII 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT 

FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Chronologically we remain at the summer conference of 

1888, yet at this point it 1s necessary to observe the Stu- 

dent Volunteer Movement as 1t grew from this conference. 

Since 1886, when the first one hundred volunteers signed the 

declaration and returned to their respective colleges, many 

problems arose. They were problems that even jeopardized 

the efficiency of the intercollegiate movement. The fifty 

volunteers present at the World Student Conference at North- 

field (so named because of the foreigners now participating 

in the summer conferences) presented the problems which the 

volunteers faced. For one thing, there was no leadership. 

Hany volunteers were not sure in what manner they should 

prepare themselves for missionary work. Some began to lose 

enthusiasm and the pledge simply became a signature on a 

piece of paper. Another problem was that the volunteers, 

if there was a good number located at one particular col- 

lege, begen to conflict with the local religious organiza- 

tions.+ However, the biggest problem was that a definite 

split was noticeable between the members of the College As- 
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sociation and the volunteers. The volunteers were banding 

Separately from their Association and would often break into 

Smaller societies. There was the increasing danger of 

friction and cross purposes which hampered the efforts of 

the volunteers as well as the missionary work of the Y.M. 

C.A. In view of these problems, Wilder, who had already 

toured the colleges during the school year following the Mt. 

Hermon conference was now asked to go on another missionary 

deputation to the colleges in order to help correct these 

problems. Wilder then became the first secretary of the 

newly organized Student Volunteer Uovement for Foreign Mis- 

Sions which now comes under consideration. C. K. Ober, the 

intercollegiate secretary, was requested to be chairman by 

the volunteers and to head the organization of the volunteer 

movement looking into its possibilities of functions and 

aims. This simple request on the part of the small group of 

volunteers at the summer conference of 1888 had far-reaching 

effects. "On this apparently unimportant decision depended 

not simply the future work of Mott, but in a very real sense 

the whole history of the world student Christian movement. "2 

Ober immediately drew uo some plans of organization which 

were adooted at the conference. However, Ober recommended to 

the committee that Hott not only continue his work for the 

ED 
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Student Y.H.C.A., but also make it a part of his function 

to establish the volunteer movement as a part of the As- 

sociation's program. Others, including Gleveland H. Dodge, 

else recommended that Nott formally organize the movement. 

He went ahead and drew up a simple organization consisting 

of 2 committee of official representatives from the inter- 

collegiate ¥.M.C.A. under Mott, the intercollegiate Y.W.C.A. 

under Nettie S. Dunn, and the Inter-Seminary Missionary Al- 

liance under Wilder, with the corresponding organizations in 

Canada. Although the ¥.W.C.A. will not be discussed, a few 

facts might be mentioned regarding the Inter-Seminary His- 

Sionsry Alliance. A group of theological students met for 

the first time in 1880 in New Brunswick, New Jersey, under 

Robert Matter of Princeton to form the alliance. There were 

250 theological students present. However, through the years 

it was apparent that this alliance was so related to the 

5.V.M. that 1t disbanded and became a part of the Y.N.0C.A. 

theological department in 1898.2 The reason that the newly 

formed S.V.U. organization was to be composed of these three 

Groups was obvious. They were all affiliated with the gen- 

eral Y.M.C.A. and volunteers were to be found among each of 

them. The plan was approved and the official representa- 

tives of each group became the executive committee of the 
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5.V.M. for F.M. Thus a serious split was prevented within 

the Intercolleginte association without in any way hindering 

its missionary work. Mott was appointed chairman, an office 

which he was to hold for some thirty years. As chairman he 

presided over the first ten great quadrennial conventions of 

the movement--conventions which, through the years, became 

one of the most outstanding contributions of the movement. 

By 1951, some twenty-one thousand volunteers had been sent 

out into foreign fields. 

The beginning of the 5.V.M. created many important con- 

ceptions particularly in the minds of the outsiders. In each 

local college the volunteers became the missionary depart- 

ment of the College Association. But they were in no way re- 

garded as s» missionary board. Never has the movement sent 

out a missionary on its own. They considered themselves as 

& recruiting agency--an agency that guided young men and 

women in their preparation for missionary work. When the 

volunteers were ready for action they would submit themselves 

to the missionary boards usually of their own denominational 

background. According to Mott, the four-fold purvose of the 

S.V.M. which he expressed at the convention of 1898 was first 

to awaken and maintain a mission interest. Throughout the 

years, however, Mott's emphasis shifted a little in that he 
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began to view more critically the necessity-of home missions 

and other vital Christian service. The second purpose of 

the 5.V.H. was to enroll sufficient numbers to meet the de- 

mands of the missionary boards. Again we see throughout 

the years Mott's viewmoint changing, for after the movement 

became quite large Mott began to place a heevy emphasis on 

the quelity and the spiritual life of the already present 

volunteers. The third purpose of the S.V.M. was to help 

prepare others as missionaries. Not only was the volunteer 

to prepare himself but in so doing he was to practiae his 

missionary spirit by influencing others into the field. 

Fourthly, ite purpose was that the volunteers help others, 

already in the ministry, see their obligations in contribut- 

ing to foreign missions.2 

the 5.V.M. is basically built on the pledge or declara- 

tion signed by the student. It was always, therefore, the 

g0al of the student to get others to sign the pledge sub- 

mitting themselves to mission work. Because of this, such 

men as Wilder snd others, in traveling throughout the uni- 

versities and colleges, would first seek students who showed 

an interest in mission work. In turn those students would 

often become the nucleus for a College Association on the 

Istudent Missionary Avveal, Addresses at the Third In- 
ternational Convention of the S.V.M. for F.N. held at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, February 23-27, 1898 (New York: S.V.H. for F.N., 
1898}, p. 43.    
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campus. The cause and the effect shift. The Student Volun- 

teer Movement was in itself a product of the College As- 

sociation but the 5.V.M. was later also to become the cause 

of many local Associations. We might recall here that Mott 

himself, in 1886, had signed this pledge end, as far as can 

be ascertained, in no way did he consider his work as inter- 

collegiate secretary in conflict with this vledge. The 

declaretion at the present time reads, "It is my purpose, 

if God permite, te become a foreign missionary." However, 

prior to 1892, the deolaration read, "I am willing end de- 

Sirous, God permitting, to become a foreign miseionary. u6 

The change was brought about because of a misunderstanding. 

Some interpreted the earlier version to be a rather vague 

Pledge by one who would consider mission work. However, for 

the uajority of the signers, the meaning of the declaration 

was obvious. It meant a complete devotion to the Christian 

life. It meant that the student now was to set hia life on 

& new course. Now his life was to be given to full time 

vork for the growth of the Kingdom of God. In this light, 

Mott was fulfilling his pledge as a volunteer and his future 

foreign missionary work would suppress any doubts. 

Algo worthy of consideration is the Watchery which was 

adopted by the volunteers in 1888. This Watchcry "The 
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Evangelization of the World in This Generation" has, through- 

out the years, been brought under much criticism, abuse, and 

Misuse. it created many comments both pro and con and was, 

therefore, officially dropped by all organizations except 

America prior to 1948. This Watchword became an active i- 

deal in the life of Mott. As he himself expressed: 

From the beginning the Movement has insisted that, al- 
though the watchword was to be taken as an ideal for 
the Movement as a whole, the secret of realizing it 
lay in having a sufficient number . ._. of Christians, 
adopt it as their personal watchword. 7 

Because the Cry led to much misunderstanding, many suggested 

that it be dropped when the generation passed by and the 

world was not completely evangelized. To this Mott replied: 

The dering watchword of the 5.V.M. "The Evangelization 
of the World in this Generation." The fact that a gen- 
eration has passed since the watchword was adooted and 
the world remains unevangelized doesn't affect the value 
and relevance of it. The ideal is realizable if in- 
dividual Christians everywhere make it a governing 
principle of their lives. It emphasizes the urgency of 
the world's evangelization as a task for living men on 
behalf of living men. 

Certainly ths Watechery could not have been defined any bet- 

ter. For a Christian this goal must be one of his obliga- 

tions. The Watchery became a living force and motivation 

not only in Mott's life but also in the lives of all those 

who worked for the intercollegiate Movement. It became a 

lamp for Mott on his way to realizing the fulfillment of his 
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dream for a united student Christian world, The best way we 

might view his opinions on this Watchery would be by follow- 

ing excerpts taken from talks and speeches which he had 

given during his life time. 

The Evangelization of the World in this generation 
found in an article from The Student Volunteer of Great 
Britain, Jan. 1895... 

It is emohaticelly a watchery, not a prophecy. 

It means for us te give every person in the world an 
opportunity to know Jesus Christ as a personal Savior. 

it does not mean the conversion of the world, for the 
acceptance of Christ rests with the hearer, and not 
with the speaker. ; 

As far as the activities and direct influence of the | 
individual volunteer are concerned it means within his 
own lifetime. 

| 

As far as the individual is concerned it 1s his own genera- 

tion thet he seeks to evangelize. Wott went on to say: 

"Obviously each generation of Christians must evangelize 

ite own generation of non-Christians if they are ever to be 

evangelized, "19 He also seys: "It does mean that the 

Christians of this generation are to give every person of 

this ege an opportunity to accept Jesus Christ."12 that 

this could be accomplished is not what Mott 1s saying. He 
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Pictures it as an ideal and more than an ideal. For Mott 

it could be argued whether the world could be evangelized 

in any particular generation. . Some call it an ideal, some 

call it a very possible goal. Mott himself had occasional-— 

ly, though not often, said that he thought 1t possible to 

achieve the evangelization of the world in this generation 

(1900) and in support of this he makes note of the tremen- 

dous missionary work being done throughout the world.12 

That Mott was being idealistic is open to debate, particu- 

larly in view of his already mentioned definitions of the 

Watehery. in Britain, where the same Watchery was adopted 

in 1896, the position and definition are in the same manner 

as in America. They approached their definition, however, 

more from the doctrinal than from the vragmatic approach. 

Yet their conclusions were similar.13 In summing up 2a 

definition of the Student Volunteer Movement's Watchword, 

we might say it means that each generation is responsible 

for bringint Christ to his own generation. In no sense does 

it mean a hasty program for the evangelization of the entire 

world in any particular generation. 

Thus we have witnessed the organization of the Student 

Volunteer Movement for Foreign Hissions. Its aims have been 
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Mentioned and its influence hinted at. It is to become a 

great force in the growth of the student Christian movement 

throughout the world. Wherever its volunteers were to go 

there would be brought with them the background of the Amer- 

ican Intercollegiate Christian Association. Within a few 

years’ tine, the principles of the 5.C.M. were to mushroom 

throughout the world. The local movements that were to 

Spring up in 2 nation's colleges were to make the nucleus 

of a national movement. The national movement would in turn 

become the nucleus of the Yorld Student Christian Federation 

which is the reality of Mott's dream. 

   



  

CHAPTER IX 

THE INTERNATIONAL TRAVELER AND HIS METHODS 

Returning to the year 1888, immediately following the 

Summer Conference, John R. Mott embarked on his extensive 

travels of the United States and Canada as the college sec- 

retary for the Intercollegiate department of the Y.M.C.A. 

Mott did not take this tour only to lay ground work for the 

department. This had already been established being in ex- 

istence already for a good ten years. However, many of the 

Associations were weak, disjointed, and exceedingly disap- 

pointing in their work. In this first year, Mott's ex-— 

tensive traveling brought him to numerous schools. It would 

be superfluous to give detail accounts. ‘The significant 

happenings will be brought out as well as his general aims 

and methods. 

For the sake of a date, September lst may be pointed 

out as the beginning for Mott, the international traveler. 

His first assignment was to Carleton College in Minnesota. 

While in this general area he took in Hamline University and 

Macalester College. Apparently the weather was favorable 

for Mott then continued northward into the Maritime Provinces 

of Canada, and made his first stop in Prince of Wales Col- 

lege. In Charlottetown there was no existing Association. 

However, upon his arrival, thirty of the students gathered  
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and, under Mott's influence, immediately decided to organ- 

ize an 4sseciation and agreed to send two delegates to the 

coming colleze conference at Wolfville. Mott helved the 

Group to organize = very efficient and extensive plan and 

within a short time it became a strong Association in the 

erea. He continued on to Dalhousie College in Halifax 

where there already existed a strong X¥.M.C.A. due to the 

personal interest of the college president. Mott remained 

in the vicinity in order that he might attend the Wolfville 

conference. This was to be the first such conference held 

in the Provinces. Following this conference he continued 

into Maine and there visited the Colleges of Bowdoin, Bates, 

Colby, and Maine University. Mott had promised to return 

to Cornell the Autumn of this year in order to attend the 

dedication of the just completed college Association build— 

ing called Barnes Hall. It was quite a landmark for Mott 

who had laid so much of the ground work for this Associa- 

tion building. It was an encouraging sight and led him to 

remark in his speech at the dedication that he personally 

dreamed for the day when all Christian students might be 

woven together throughout the world. After this edifying 

incident at Cornell, Mott proceeded with new zeal to visit 

Many more distant colleges that were in need of immediate 

help lest their Association die. During the Winter, how- 

ever, it was necessary for him to attend the ¥.M.C.A. New 

York State Convention held at Harlem. This was but the 
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first of countless conventions which he was to attend and 

conduct as 2 worker for the college Y.M.C.A. Conventions 

were to becomes a time consuming yet vital part in the acti- 

vitles of Mott. At this particular convention the renowned 

Y.M.C.A. worker, William 2 Dodge, presided. Mott was asked 

to give a speech and to his embarrassment on a topic with 

which he was not familiar. His oratorical training saved 

the day. 

With Winter in full swing it became more advantageous 

that Mott begin some extensive work in the neglected South. 

He had a personal interest in bringing the nationel move- 

ment inte the Southern area. From January until April of 

1889 Mott toured the Southern states. This was actually 

the first time such intensive and systematic concern was 

given to the South. While he was there he developed a well 

grounded student Christian movement throughout the states 

of Virginie, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and 

North and South Carolina. His success was exceedingly 

great as wage realized by the attendance and zeal of the 

state conventions held during his presence. While in Nash- 

ville, Hott and Wilder, who joined him at Cumberland Uni- 

versity, began to make plans for the coming conference in 

Knoxville. They had hones that a strong interest in the 

5.0.4. would arise from this conference. They prayed ear= 

nestly for success. However, at the conference it appeared 

doomed to failure from the very beginning. The students 
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who attended showed little enthusiasm for growth. Their 

spiritual condition seemed low. Mott and Wilder, aware of 

this coldness, snw little reason to continue the confer- 

ence. On the last afternoon, with no pressing business, 

Hott and Wilder began to talk to the students right from 

the Bible. They had prepared no speeches and gave an ex- 

temporancous exposition of Seripture. They were apparently 

Caught up in their own talks and began to seek decisions 

from the students. To thelr amazement such decisions were 

made. he spirit was caught by the students. The vresi- 

dent of the University, becoming aware of this spiritual 

spark, arranged for the two men to remain for the following 

Monday at which time they continued their ex corde exposi- 

tions. The spirit spread. Students became extremely in- 

terested in their College work and brought back to their 

respective schools a new fire.! One of the students touched 

by Mott was a young man by the name of Fletcher Brockman, a 

student of Vanderbilt University. He was to become one of 

Mott's closer friends and most able workers in the Southern 

area. This Knoxville revival might be considered as the 

beginning of Mott, the evangelist. The practice of holding 

such revival meetings was to become a strong part in his 

visits throughout the world--such a strong part that his 
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evangelistic ebilities will be observed in more detail in a 

later chapter. This evangelistic trend led to the writing 

of many spiritual pamphlets by Mott on Christian work, 

Bible study, prayer, and the Like.2 From Tennessee Mott 

continued into the states of Mississippi, Alabama, and 

Georgie, finding the zeal of the Knoxville conference wher- 

ever he went. 

Chronologically, his first year of work has now been 

completed. However, in order to view the work of this year 

without going into the actual visits, we might observe hig 

aims and methods. Throughout the year Mott had become well 

acquainted with his new position. He has gone through some 

periods of trial and error and in so doing developed s de- 

tailed approach to the colleges and universities visited 

throughout this year. Ober probably knew when he asked 

Mott to take the position for one year that et its com= 

Pletion he would not want to resign. So it was that after 

acquiring this insight of the local college associations 

Mott felt that he should continue working with the Inter- 

collegiate Department. The incident that tipped the scale, 

sc to speak, came when Hott read a pamphlet written by Tyler 

entitled "Prayer for Colleges." At this moment Mott decided 

to remain in student work and the "one year condition" was 

FEE eer eR = Ne Se 
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forgotten. In later years Mott admittedly said that if this 

condition had not been offered he probably would not have 

taken the job since he did not wish to be forced into his 

life decision.2 

Some general aims might be observed in Mott's first 

year of travel. These are, however, aims which he expressed 

in later years, aims which are viewed in retrospect. His 

first aim 1s connected with his dream, the vision of the 

Student world united. In this light, Mott had said: 

From 1886 when I had a vision of the world as Christ 
sees it, I have made every decision in the light of 
the whole world. Mistakes have been made but they 
have not been by intention. They, were due to high 
pressure; to lack of true prayer. 

4 student world united under Christ as Lord of 211 is more 

specific. At the 1910 S.V.M. Convention Mott said: 

Above all, the college men and college women through- 
out our whole field must be led to surrender then- 
selves wholly to Jesus Christ as Lord and to let Him 
determine their 1ife-decisions and dominate them in 
every relationship.3 

From his first year of travel to his very last, the dream 

of a world as Christ sees it remained his greatest objec-— 

tive. For the student the objective was: 
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to make the universities and colleges strongholds and 
propagating centers of reasonable, vital, and aggres— 
sive Christianity. 

To unite the Christian students of the whole world for 
the purpose of making Christ and His principles rgenant 
in the life and relationships of men and nations. 

In viewing his specific aims for this year Mott's task 

Was to preserve and to inorease the ties between the Student 

Volunteer Movement and the Student Christian Movement. It 

was Mott's obligation to keep before the eyes of the stu- 

dent the fact that the volunteers are not a separate group 

from the College Association. This he did and may now be 

considered as the greatest force in keeping the 5.V.M. an 

integral part of the general Student Chriatian Movement 

throughout America. His aims also carried over into the 

organizing and preserving of college associations wherever 

he visited. 

Mott's methods show his deep concern in carrying out 

these aims. He developed for himself a specific system in 

approaching esch college. He would never be caught visit- 

ing a local institution simoly for the sake of visiting. 

His plans were mapped out in detail wherever he went. 

At each institution visited he made an exhaustive in- 
vestigation of the range and special needs of its 
students. He took nothing for granted with regard to 
the arrangement of his meetings, going carefully into 
all the preparation with regard to the contents of the 
program, the goal at which they were aiming, the char- 
acter of the chairmanship, and the means taken to 
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invite students! . . . He would isolate himself for 
personal intensive oreparation of his addresses and 
more informal talks, in particular for private prayer, 
in the light of what his investigetions had revealed. 
The aim of his addresses was to meet directly the in- 
dividual and corporate needs of the students before 
hin, and to call out their powers in service of their 
fellow-undergraduates within the college or the uni- 
versity of the wider_student comuunity around then, 
and so of the world.? 

Already in the first year Mott realized that the work was 

beyond the powers of one man. He was, therefore, ever on 

the alert to find the right man at each college to help 

Carry on the program. He would follow four basic steps, 

the first was to find the man, then give him a recruiting 

talk, which was Mott's snyecialty, inetruct him, and finally 

encourage him with a zeal that would be slow to wither. His 

method of encouragement sometimes went so far as to have a 

worker take a tour of other colleges, let him see their re- 

Sults, get a new and wider slant on the work and come back 

with greater zeal. Ag far as Hott was concerned, survival 

of the College Associations depended on the development of 

leaders that could go beyond their local Association. Cer- 

tainly Mott could not visit the one thousand colleges and 

some two hundred thousand students under his care. [ven in 

order to visit the few that he covld his visits were cut 

short. He had to multiply leadership. This demand for 

leadership was to lead to the development of the deputation 
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Plan which will be discussed in detail shortly. In regard 

to his methods, when Mott traveled down South among the de- 

ficient Associations, he would endeavor to have the stu- 

dents at the conferences speak up and tell him their vorob- 

lens and the opvortunities that were open to them. He felt 

that if they saw the problems themselves they would be more 

interested in solving them than if he would come right out 

and immediately present to them their problems. He would 

let no problem remain if at all possible at any varticular 

college. Although little is mentioned, it 1s anvparent that 

Hott also visited preparatory schools in the college areas. 

His reason for this was stated in a letter sent home in 

October of 1889 in which he said that if you capture the 

boys you will have the future pillars of the College As- 

sociations. Because of the success of his unscheduled evan- 

gelistic revival down South, he sought to continue this 

method of approach in the other colleges. In a report sent 

to the ¥.H.C.A. Mott mentioned three specific aims which he 

sought during his visits. 

1. develonoment of an adequate program for students in 
the great city centers. 

2. buildings that would house the activities of the 
Christian Association in the great university cen- 
ters. 

3. extension of the Movement into the more isolated 
and scattered sections. 
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4s Mott was in no way restricted to these particular 

methods so also his aims shifted continually according to 

the local situations. He visited hundreds of colleges and 

Was constantly searching for fresh methods and better ap- 

proaches. One of his biggest contributions to the Movement 

was his ability to organize. He created a College Associa- 

tion of students, for students, and by students. Whenever 

possible, he insisted that neither pastors nor teachers were 

to have any executive power within the Association. This 

approach was carried out even in the Bible study groups. 

Neither pastor nor teacher was suggested to conduct a lec- 

ture that would take the place of a good Bible study. The 

Students were to be the leaders and were to use the in- 

ductive approach whereby they sought out the answers to 

their problems from Scripture. Consistent to his dream 

Mott endeevored ever to keep the student mindful of the 

other colleges and would encourage participation on the 

Joint conferences and conventions. To insure student author- 

ity Hott encouraged the creation of the office of general 

secretary in every college, a full time Association worker. 

It might be recalled that this office was the position of- 

fered him by the Cornell Association. Mott had no pet 

methods. He endeavored to seek the best approach and was 

very thorough in his seeking out the better qualified meth- 

ods. Hott is but a young man of twenty-four and already 

his talents are influencing the future leaders of the world.
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At the conclusion of his first year of work Mott pro- 

ceeded on to attend the Northfield summer conference of 1889. 

Because Wishard was now in the Orient most of the executive 

responsibility for tnis summer conference was placed on 

Mott. Immediately hie administrative abilities became ap- 

Parent. Huch of the work was delegated to responsible men 

which made the conference one of the most successful. Five 

hundred students were present representing some 126 colleges. 

Fourteen of the students were British, twenty-two were Jap- 

anese delegates attending for the first time due to Wis- 

hard's work. The conference itself was divided into nine 

sections of tonics discussed by specialists of the fields. 

The Lecture on the practical aspects of the Christian work- 

er was presented by William Blaikie. He put a strong en- 

phesis on athletics which created one of the more humorous 

incidents of the conference. He rather vigorously tore 

into Mocdy, who had a poor physique. He told Moody and 

others in the same physical condition that they should run 

at least two or three miles a day. Mott noted that this 

Was the first time any man hed dared to talk to Moody as 

. Hoody had talked to others. Hott exclaimed: "I may say 

thet Moody has been acting on his suggestions for since the 

Conference closed, I have seen him run three foot races 

with girls."9 Wilder and a friend by the name of Speer 
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Were present to give powerful mission talks. At the con- 

ference the customary Northfield letter to the student vol- 

untesrs throughout the world was drafted by Speer and Mott. 

This letter became a traditional part of the summer con- 

ferences, and has helped to unite spiritually the volun- 

teers throughout the world. A telegram was received at the 

conference from the Orient sent by the first Japanese con- 

ference which was being conducted under Luther Wishard. The 

telegram was short and asked the conference to join them in 

“making Jesus King." The impact of this telegram was to be 

felt as far as the European Continent, and led to the first 

Scandinavian student conference in 1890. Upon hearing of 

thie telesram the student leaders of the Scandinavian coun- 

tries were convinced that they too should help in "making 

Jesus King, "10 This summer conference of 1889 was also to 

establish the traditional stunt night, 2 contributing fac- 

tor to the high mornle of the students. The night began 

when the students pleaded that they be allowed to celebrate 

the 4th of duly and show the Englishmen and Japanese what 

American patriotism 1s like. 

The enthusiasm and attendance of this conference con- 

vinced the department heads that the tremendous growth of 

the Collegiate ¥.M.C.A. not only in the United Stated and 
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Canada but also in the worla demanded immediate action in 

acquiring more student leaders. They were able to find ad- 

ditional help occasionally from such men as CG. H. Lee, Cor— 

nell ‘69, and Professor F. K. Sanders of Yale, who acted ag 

pert-time editor of the now vopular intercollegiate period—- 

ical, The Intercollegian. However, this rapid geographical 

growth of the movement demanded more intensive leadership 

on the vart of the students themselves. Such leadership 

was esnecially needed within the smaller end more distant 

colleges which could not always be visited by Nott and the 

Others. This crisis, which could have caused the stagna- 

tion of the movement, brought forth the birth of the deputa- 

tion plan. In the middle of September of this year, Hott, 

Ober, Lee, the student evangelist, and 8S. M. Sayford, board- 

ed « small boat to Bakers Island, two miles off the north 

shore of Massachusetts Bay. There they held a meeting de- 

signed to overcome this problem. Their aim was to multiply 

the leaders within the North American colleges. It was to 

be based on voluntary deputation work done by trained groups 

of undergraduates. The plan is worth noting in detail for 

it brings out Mott's early and significant contribution 

which helped to assure the Movement's future. The deputa- 

tion plan was to become the cornerstone of all future growth. 

The Interecollegian gave a full report of this plan in their 

May issue of 1890. 
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During the last month three student gatherings have 
been held which mark the beginning of a new epoch in 
the development of the Intercollegiate Young Men's 
Christian Assceolations. They have been characterized 
as intercollegiate deputation conferences and have had 
a6 their object the training of a number of strong 
student deputations for the work of intercollegiate 
visitation. The plan called for at least one denuta- 
tion from each American state or Canadian province. 
fwo institutions were to be represented on each depu- 
tation. The members of these deputations were to 
Sive their time for making several visits each year 
without pecuniary compensation. Moreover they were to 
be specially trained for their work,11 

The report went on to state the six basic aims of the plan. 

1. It will wonderfully strengthen the Christian In- 
tercollegiate tie. 

2. it will bind the colleges closer and closer to the 
state and international work. 

3. These deoutations will be able to do a work which 
cannot be done by regular paid officials. 

4, It will afford an unparalleled opportunity of giv- 
ing each year to fifty or more of the leading col- 
Lege students of the country a veculiar personal 
development and experience which, in turn, will 
influence many of them to give their lives to 
Christian work. 

5. it will enable the international college secre- 
taries, as specialists in the college work, to 
give, through these devutations, the gist of their 
experience--to every college Association in the 
country each year; whereas at present they are une 
able to touch more than one-fourth of then. 

6. It will do much to make possible the extension of 
the Association movement among the 1,000 end more 
institutions of America which ere to-day without 
Associations. 

The going forth of these students, two by two, to work 
among their fellow-students marks an emohatic step in   

Senne MS weemroer mens 
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advance in the evolution of the college Association 
ides,12 

The basic idea for this plan was to make possible the 

thorough visiting of each College Association every echool 

year. iott and Ober were convinced that only by such vis- 

itation could the local Association adequately carry out its 

@02ls. At the present time Mott and Ober were finding them- 

Selves visiting but one-fourth of the Associations through- 

out the year. The plan immediately went into effect and 

within a short time twenty-eight deputations were formed 

consisting of over fifty under-graduates who were being 

trained st special conferences. The students selected were 

usually the Gollege Association presidents but the general 

rule was that they be active members of the Association. 

Most of the students selected had attended the summer con- 

ferences and a good number were missionary volunteers. In 

the conferences which followed the organization of the de- 

putation plan Mott and Ober sought to train the students 

for more efficient work among the colleges. The first 

three special conferences already mentioned were held in 

Albany for the Eastern section, Asheville for the Southern 

section and Chicago for the Middle West. Each of them had 

from forty to sixty selected students in attendance for 

three days. In those three days Mott would establish three 
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basic ideas which would be the goals for the students for 

that particular year. They were asked to visit as many 

Schools as they could as early in the term as possible. 

They were, however, restricted to the colleges within their 

own state and their travels were to be financed by the State 

¥.4.CG.A. When possible the students were to visit in pairs 

for more effective work. He encouraged them to look for 

future leaders and try particularly hard to win over the 

strong college men into a religious calling. Mott especial- 

ly encouraged the visiting students to emphasize Bible study 

in the Associations. The deputation plan was quick to be- 

come firnly rooted in the life of the intercollegiate move- 

ment and so leaders like Hott were capable of giving more 

time to the administrative work of the Association. Soon 

after Mott wrote a pamphlet on deputation work which was 

utilized by the students in carrying out their work. 

Even with the establishment of this successful plan 

Mott soon found himself laden with more work. Cber, his 

associate, had been asked to help in the neglected field of 

the Y.N.C.A. general work in North America. He plenned on 

resigning his president status in the Intercollegiate de- 

partment in the early part of 1890. Because of this turn 

of events Mott and Ober got together at Chautaugua. Ober 

suggested thet Mott take over completely the student work. 

Richard C. Morse of the ¥.M@M.0.A. supported Ober's request 

and the change was recommended to the committee. So at 
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the early age of twenty-five Mott has complete charge of 

all intercollegiate work of North America. He was able to 

acquire the help of J. Campbell White for a short time but 

the burden of responsibility was upon him. In the early 

part of 1891, Mott officially became the senior secretary 

of the student department of the international committee.13 

This is a position which he held until the year 1915. 

Upon completing the second year as college secretary 

during the school year of 1889-1890, Mott began to plan for 

the student summer conference--that conference which more 

and more becomes the birthplace of Mott's many dreams. The 

scene shifts this year from Northfield to Lake Geneva, Wis- 

consin. During the summer of 1889 Ober and Mott felt that 

summer conferences like Northfield should also be organized 

in other narte of the country in order that more students 

might aveil themselves of ite opportunities. In the Spring 

of 1890 the national student committee set up a conference 

to be held for the Middle West area at Lake Geneva, Wiscon- 

sin. Its success was overwhelming and far exceeded the ex- 

pectations of its creators. One hundred and eight students 

attended, representing thirteen states and sixty-three 

schools. Also present were forty-six guests and instructors. 

This was only the first of many student conferences that 

NRT ETD 
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would cater to their own locality. At the Lake Geneva con- 

ference Mott expressed his dream of an international organ= 

ization. As he and Robert Wilder were rowing on the lake 

they began to speak of the possibility of an international 

convention for the Student Volunteer Movement that would 

invite representatives from the entire Continent.14 ‘he. 

dream was far from being beyond reality. For before six 

months were to pass 1t was to come about. 

The first International Convention of the Student Vol- 

unteer Movement for Foreign Missions was held at Gleve- 

land, Ohie, from February 26th to March 1st in 1891. . This 

Was one of the biggest milestones in the Movement's young 

life. But it was only the beginning of the great quadren- 

Nials that were to follow, for now, in the mid 1900's, cit- 

ies throughout the entire world have been host for a quad- 

rennial. The effects which these quadrennial conventions 

have had on the participating students are manifest in the 

great zeal. and work they have put forth in their own coun- 

tries. This first convention was attended by six hundred 

volunteers representing 159 schools. Although in existence 

officially for only three years, the Volunteer Movement had 

become highly respected by the denominational missionary 
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societies and thirty-three representatives from such so- 

cleties were oresent at this first convention. Also present 

were thirty missionaries and fifty Christian workers.15 In 

the report presented by Mott at the convention he stated 

that 6,200 students had already signed the pledge as vol- 

unteers, and 320 had already gone to foreign fieldea. Five 

hundred of the volunteers were from seminaries and we might 

note that three per cent of the total were Lutherans. One 

might wonder how such a number could exist without some 

formel reception of dues or the like, yet the expenses were 

adequately met by friends, the ¥.4.C.A., and by church or- 

ganizations which had received the aid of the volunteers.16 

It was mentioned in.this same committee report that requests 

had come from Britain and from the Scandinavian countries 

asking that the Movement send a representative to their 

countries in order that such a movement might be organized. 

Ths report ended with the hope that such a movement mignt 

be organized in the countries throughout the world. No 

doubt Mott could have felt no more elated upon hearing this 

esger request from the European Continent. Europe was soon 

to fulfill its own dream for Mott is now to become a Con- 

tinental traveler. 
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CHAPTER X 

THE CONTINENTAL TRAVELER 

Although it is still a few more years before John R. 

Mott embarks on his first world wide tour of 1895, which 

would set into motion the creation of a world student Chris- 

tlan federation, yet 1t 1s necessary that Mott now be viewed 

as a continental traveler crossing the Atlantic for the first 

time. This is to become significant, not only because it 

broadened his view of a united student world, but because 

through these travels he was to meet men who would help 

considerably in the fulfillment of his dream. In the sum 

mer of 1891 Mott crossed the Atlantic for the first time to 

attend the Amsterdam Convention of the World Alliance of 

the Young Men's Christian Association whose headquarters 

are located at Geneva. Mott was sent as a representative 

of the new American Student Christian Movement. 

On his way to Amsterdam Mott made a brief stopover in 

England and visited Oxford where he met Robert Wilder. 

While they were walking together on the campus Hott again 

mentioned to Wilder his hope for a united student organi- 

zation. These were not idle words for at the coming Amster- 

dam conference Mott was determined to let others hear of his 

hope. As far as Wilder was concerned, he was on his way to 

India arriving in England in July. He visited many of the 
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colleges of the British Isles and obtained three hundred 

volunteers. During this particular visit Donald Fraser, the 

great English leader of the British S.¢.M., was much in- 

fluenced by Wilder, Through Wilder's work in Avril of 1892 

eight inglish schools met and formed the Student Volunteer 

Missionary Union. The already existing but small Student 

Foreign Missionary Union decided to merge with the new group. — 

Such a movement was nothing new in England for, Like Amer= 

ica, it has a long history of student missionary activities. 

In the years 1876 ahd 1877 the Cambridge and Oxford Inter- ; 

collegiste Christian unions were already functioning. At 

Cambridge the C.1.C.¢G.U. were affectionately known as the 

"kick yous."1 The mMglish 5.¢.M. has a great admiration 

for Robert \ilder who 44a so much for their growth. Al- 

though Wilder was their first love, Mott also contributed 

to their success and 1s held in high esteen. 

Upon his arrival at the Amsterdam conference, Mott be— 

came acdueinted with other men who were quite active in 

student movements in their respective countries. Two of the 

men with well known names were Raoul Allier, a professor at 

Paris University, and a young Swedish scholar by the nane 

of Nathan Séderblom, who was to become the renowned Arch- 

bishop of Sweden and contributor to the ecumenical movenent. 

ee gametes amet eS: 

Ruth Rouse, The World's Student Christian Federation 
(London: S.C... Press Ltd., 19 op. 31, 55-6 
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Hott also saw Karl Fries of Sweden, whom he had met at one 

of the Northfield conferences, and who was to be one of the 

founders of the World Student Christian Federation. At 

Amsterdam Mott was definitely working on his idea of a 

world student group.” Professor Allier, in a later article, 

referred to the discussions he had with Mott. 

Mott and I talked of our common concerns. ... It 
seemed to us as clear as day that student Christian 
assoclationg in all lands should combine their forces 
to glorify Christ.3 

Nott was definitely planning to make it a reality. No 

doubt, witnessing the European activities of the students 

and the leaders, Mott was greatly encouraged by his first 

Visit to Hurope. He gathered a small group together one 

evening in order that they might talk over the possibili- 

ties of founding a union of Christian student societies. 

Nothing conerete, however, came out of this small meeting, 

but the more significant fact is that this young man Mott 

portrays his ambitions and abilities in gathering together 

Such & group of leading men and getting them to view the 

Situation as he saw it. The significance of Amsterdan, 

then, is not the convention but rather the ground work that 

was being laid for a great plan. 

Hott returned to America and was now more zealous in 

Se TEESE SSC ASN EAE : 3 
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his work knowing that the student Leaders of the world were 

behind him. But apparently time and maturation are yet nec- 

essary before fruition. A few more years are to pass be=- 

- fore the dream of unity can be accomplished. The 8.V.M. 

organizations were about the closest to having a wnified 

front before the world, but even 60, more work was neces- 

Bery. The inspiration of more men was needed in Europe and 

Asia. Men like Wishard, Wilder, Reynolds, and Mott had to 

continue their work in their respective areas of the world. 

Particularly in America Mott had to lay wore of a founda- 

tion, and also embark on another trip to England before he 

could start the tour of 1895, that led to the world union. 

In looking at this period from avproximately the summer of 

1891 to the summer of 1894 we find little that is spectacu- 

lar other than the fact that it is a period of steady growth 

so necessary for a good foundation. Mott's output of en-— 

ergy and talent in this veriod is amazing. If this be the 

case one might wonder how the next few years could pass with 

seemingly little of significance to be observed in Mott's 

life. This becomes very apparent when we examine, for ex- 

ample, the school year of 1890-1891 through Mott's report 

to the ¥.4.0.A. Seven months were spent in visiting fifty- 

four institutions in fifteen states. Two months were spent 

in preparation and in attending conventions and conferences. 

One month was taken up in traveling alone. Days would be 

Spent in helping the local Associations, trying to establish 
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new ones, and helping the weaker ones get on their feet. 

His field during this year was particularly in New England, 

Pennsylvania, and the Southern states. One might conclude 

that Mott's work was superficial 4f the results had not 

been so tremendous. Particularly if one should view Mott's 

intensive visits within a two-week period. One of his 

busier two-week periods consisted of visits to eleven Col- 

lege Associationa, three Y.4.C.A. organizations, two Sem- 

inaries, and seven city Associations. But the results were 

just as phenomenal as his outreach. Bible class attendance 

increased tremendously. Through his evangelistic meetings, 

many were led to Christ and many pledged their lives to 

Christian work. 

To record all the statistics and reports of Mott's 

Many trips and stop-overs in America during this period 

would be useless. However, some of the highlights of hia 

visits will be mentioned more for the sake of continuity, 

to create a feeling for the magnitude of his work, and to 

have a stepping stone to the reality of his dream. First 

then we enter the Northfield Conference of 1891 attended by 

a large number of students including many from Europe and 

Asia. One of the more significant events at this conference, 

as far as the work of Mott is concerned, is that Brockman 
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of Vanderbilt University, already mentioned, became a full- 

time worker and traveling secretary for the Southern states. 

At the conference Brockman was urging that help be given to 

the Southern area. He said that the zeal sparked by Mott 

and Wilder was running cold and needed new fire, Hoody, in 

his rather blunt manner, asked Brockman why he shouldn't be 

the man for the job. Without any question he took it upon 

himself to carry on pioneer work in the Southern schools 

while Mott concentrated more in the Northern area. 

The last half of the year 1891 saw Hott working pri- 

Marily in the Eastern states and in Canada. In the revort 

for the school year of 1891-92 Mott mentioned covering 

31,000 miles attending all but one College Association in 

Canada. Five months of this year were given to conferences 

and conventions which were now the very backbone of the as- 

Socliations. He gave more and more time in planning the 

Summer conferences which took up some six weeks of his 

sulmer. Even while traveling Mott was not one to sit view- 

ing the scenery. Pencil and paver were ever in his hand 

as he jotted down new ideas and plans. In this year he 

put out a series of pamphlets which concerned themselves 

With the basic problems and functions of the college as- 

Sociation.2 The deputation plan was being highly endorsed 

in many of the states where it had been tried, and, there- 

asl eceariaaniemnaitmaenmettemaenaes eminem 
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fore, its conferences began to take more of his time. 

Few Associations throughout the country were being 

neglected. Srockman was in the South, Campbell White con- 

tinued to help in the Southwest, and Mott was concentrating 

on the Northern areas of the East and Middle West. This, 

however, leaves the West Coast as a comparatively virgin 

field and so at the-end of 1891 Mott headed for Southern 

California. Christmas Day found him in Santa Barbara. 

Five years had passed since the West Coast was officially 

Visited by an Association member. The West therefore was 

by no means without the influence of the Y.H.C.A. and its 

Intercollegiate department. Ground work had already been 

laid in California before Mott arrived, but the existing 

Associations were generally weak and had very little spir-= 

ituol emphasis. Although the oldest of the California 

Associations was at the University of California at Berke- 

ley, it algo appeared to be one of the weaker ones. The 

strongest Association that Mott found was at Stanford, Palo 

Alto, which found a warm svot in Mott's heart. He often 

referred to this Association and pointed out his admiration 

for the achool.® Before Mott left the area twenty-four 

College Associations were well on their way. 

The period of 1892-1893 saw Mott covering almost the 

identical amount of territory, some thirty thousand miles. 
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Four months were spent visiting the colleges particularly 

of the far West. Another four months were given to twenty- 

one conventions and with the added deputation and summer 

conferences, Mott was well occupied in their preparation. ¢ 

However, one of the more significant events of this time 

happened at the Northfield summer conference of 1892. It 

was here that the Student Volunteer Movement of America met 

with the same movement of Great Britain. Though not joined 

organically, by their very identical purposes they were one 

group. They worked together and planned together. They 

became as one and brought to the eyes of all witnesses the 

first signs of birth for ea world student union. It was at 

this conference that the 5.V.M. ohanged the wording of its 

declaration, previously mentioned, from "I am willing and 

desirous, Ged permitting" to "It is my purpose, if God ver- 

mit." The significance of this change, "God permitting" 

to "if God permit" was for the sake of clarity. Now it was 

to be understood that the one who signs this declaration 

really intends to work towards becoming a missionary. If 

the Spirit should prevent this his pledge should not be re- 

garded as broken. The change of wording placed a greater 

streas on the sincerity of the individual and his desire to 

give his life. to mission work. The change of wording and 

the many consultations which preceded this change apparently 
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influenced Mott, for heneeforth he began to put a stronger 

Stress on the internal orgenization of the S.V.M. His em- 

phasis wes no longer on getting more new volunteers but 

rather in seeing to it that those who had already signed 

would be better prevared as missionaries. The emphasis had 

shifted then from quantity to quality. Ever since this 

shift in the thinking of the S.V.M. it has placed more and 

more attention on other fields besides foreign missions, 

now becoming concerned over missions in the home, in the 

city, as well as in medical missions. 

Although the year 1893 was considered by Mott as the 

year of greatest overall growth in the collegiate Y.N.C.A. 

yet the highlights of the year are exceedingly dim. It is 

an overall growth, a mass of enthusiasm spreading through- 

out the world. ‘The College Association's foundation had 

been layed and the building was now showing. But the world 

wide picture, in Mott's estimation, was less than he thought 

it should be. He reported that in this year there were less 

than fifty groups of Christian students throughout the 

foreign Christian missions doing mission study and mission 

work, But it was for Mott to overcome this deficiency. 

throughout the year he continued touring the country with 

the same zeal and with greater experience, and his biggest 

sucese was the establishment of a College Association at 

the University of Chicago. As the year continued Mott was 

still bringing into the colleges the message of Jesus, and   
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if he could not visit the college the pamphlets which he 

continued to write for the Association were sure.to be 

found there. He continued to push himself in order that he 

Might visit as many schools as possible. Personal visita- 

tion was to him necessary for the Association's life. In 

this way he could feel the pulse of the Association. He 

could become sensitive to its weaknesses and conscious of 

its strength, and thus make an Association stronger and 

unified under one cause. 

One of the more significant growths of this period of 

1891 to 1894 is the summer conferences to which Hott gave 

much of his efforts. The, summer conferences had started 

out as = simple ¥.4.C.A. Bible training session under D. L. 

Hoody. In 1886 students entered the picture and immediately 

the Volunteer Movement became a part of it, although the 

conference was never exclusively for the movement. In the 

earlier conferences, the students always found the lecturers 

available for "bull sessions" in the outdoors and under the 

trees of Northfield. They always seemed willing to discuss 

their topics at leisure and the students would be able to 

dispel their many doubts. The conferences were longer and 

gave more time for personal fellowship. But as the years 

passed and the conferences as well as the Volunteer Nove- 

ment grew, missionary institutions were organized in con- 

nection with the summer conferences for the sake of train- 

ing the volunteers. This was followed by a great deal of  
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expansion, and with foreign students attending these con- 

ferences it became necessary that they be organized in 

Greater detail. This growth had its drawbacks and created 

such changes as shorter periods, detailed activity and 

eventually Less time for personal contact. 

Because of its tremendous appeal the conferences could 

not be restricted to Northfield although to this day it re- 

tains the home base. Conferences began to branch out and 

were organized in foreign countries as well as in America. 

Outside of America they were begun in Great Britain, Scandi- 

Navia, Germany, Japan, and Ceylon. In 1892 another exten- 

Sion was oreated similar to the Lake Geneva summer confer- 

ence already mentloned.' The second extension was down South 

at Knoxville, Tennessee, which soon became known as the 

Blue Ridge Conference. Its founding was no doubt due to the 

influence of Brockman. In the following year similar con- 

ferences were founded in Asheville, North Carolina, and on 

the Pscific Coast as Pacific Grove, California. Although 

the summer conferences were branching out they did not be- 

come entitles within themselves. Leaders of the areas 

would visit the summer conferences outside their own in 

order to give and to receive new methods. The conferences 

usually lasted conseoutively from late May into duly, and 

Nott was often found attending all of them. 

Even though conferences were being organized in Europe 

and Asia, there was still the appeal for the foreigners to 
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attend the conference at Northfield. Reynolds, who had 

spent three years in Europe, influenced many European stu- 

dents and professors to attend the Northfield conference. ® 

Séderblom was an invited guest to the conference of 1890 

and at that time met Mott. Other great leaders to attend 

the student conferences were such men as Karl Fries of 

Sweden, Fritz Mockert of Germany, whom we shall meet later, 

Count Shimamura of Japan, J. H. Maclean of Scotland, and 

Doneld Fraser. That these conferences were visited by such 

Men as these points out why the Student Christian Movement 

Was well under way throughout the worlda.? 

As the years passed Mott had an increased share in the 

preparation and participation of the summer conferences. 

The summer of 1693 was particularly crammed with summer 

schools at which Hott participated, but his hard work paid 

off. Moody was not able to conduct the Northfield con- 

ference of 1693 due to an evangelistic program in Chicago 

during the Fair. Although Drummond was to be present at 

the student conference the entire responsibility was placed 

on Hott. Knowing Moody's methods well Mott was able to make - 

a& very successful conference. To Mott, a young man of twenty- 

eight years, this was, as he said, the greatest responsibil- 
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ity he had yet had. The experience from carrying such 

Fesponsibilities as these was but the ground work for great— 

er things ahead, 

The 5.V.M. was affected with the game growth. Since 

the summer conferences were not restricted to volunteers 

and the volunteers themselves were quite able now to stand 

on their organizational feet, the 5.V.H. established its 

own convention. The first, already mentioned, was held in 

1891. The second great Guadrennial Convention is about to 

take place in Detroit from February 28th to March “th of 

1894, It is necessary that this oenvention be observed a 

little more in detail than the first since it has, to some _ 

extent, reached maturity. On the scene we find a very ef= 

fective chairman in the person of John R. Mott. His suc- 

cesefui leadership at this convention is particularly note- 

worthy since there were 1,082 etudents present representing 

some 294 schools. Mott's thoroughness was outstanding. He 

organized the convention right down to the smallest detail. 

Even the ushers had explicit duties to perform during the 

day. Wothing was forgotten and every little note was jotted 

down in his notebook to be gure that he would forget nothing. 

Each speech made by anyone on the floor was allowed a cer- 

tain amount of tims according to Mott's schedule. To go 

over the limit would bring Nott to his feet and make it 

very apparent that the speaker was to conolude. His ap= 

proach was stern yet often times humorous. Because of his 
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leadership Mott became a highly respected person from this 

time on by many who had not yet become acquainted with him. 

As chairman he gave a few speeches, one in particular was 

entitled "Three years of Progress" in which he gave a sum- 

mary of the S.V.M. work since the last convention. He par= 

ticularly noted the growth of the movement throughout the 

South and the West. In pointing out the effectiveness of 

the 5.¥.M. Hott used the example of a Seminary with a lo- 

cal volunteer movement and one without. He pointed out 

that the number of missionaries coming from the seminary 

without the movement was considerably lower than that from 

the other seminary. The validity of his example may be 

questioned. The number of missionaries that were now in 

the field numbered 686. Because of its growth there was a 

definite financial need which was the occasion for another 

speech on an apneal for funds, one of Mott's proficient 

talente.1° the convention shows quite a contrast from the 

first one. It was taking on the form of a more modern con- 

‘vention with many sectional conferences held. To point out 

the work in which the movement was engaged we might look at 

the topics discussed in these sectionals. ‘They were on ed—- 

ucational evangelism, the medical mission, women's work, 
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Special foreign fields, a conference for instructors at the 

institutions, ® special conference on the evengelism for 

Jews, a young psople's society conference and another on the 

work of the yolunteer in the ¥.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. One of 

the greater assets of the movement was the periodical called 

the Student Volunteer which had just started publication the 

year before the Convention. It was acknowledged at the Con- 

Vention as a2 most useful agency for keeping in touch with 

the volunteers who ordinarily were not often visited by a 

traveling secretary. Mott personally had contributed many 

articles in the periodical. 

4% the Convention some serious problems were mentioned 

that needed immediate attention. The first was how to keep 

the isolated volunteer interested in mission work. Some of 

the smaller colleges did not have an Association and if a 

student of such a college signed the pledge he often found 

himself without any personal support from the movement. It 

was here that the periodical was of particular service. It 

was certainly impossible for all the colleges in the United , 

States and Canada to be visited in one school year, although 

five traveling secretaries were now working full time. The 

spiritual life of the volunteers was a second concern, and 

it was encouraged that all volunteers edify one another that 

they might remain strong in their calling. In connection 

with this problem, Mott encouraged @ greater participvation 

in the Day of Prayer on each campus. He suggested that 
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they get Speer's booklet titled "Prayer and Missions." He 

particulerly encouraged the use of the Cycle of Prayer, a 

Plan which encouraged private prayer on the part of each 

volunteer. Financial difficulties. again created a problem 

among the volunteers. It was apparent that a number of 

volunteers, ready to go into the field, would face mission 

Socicties not financially cavable of sending them. Thus it 

Was encouraged that the Volunteer Movement itself find new 

weys of gaining funds. Another problem was the continuing 

Misconception on the vart of some of the wording of the 

Dledge. This problem has already been mentioned. A sta- 

tistical problem also arose. Due to the lack of organiza- 

tion in the first few years, the names of many volunteers 

were lost and it was estimated that some 3,200 volunteers 

were unaccounted for. The need for more active members as 

traveling workers and officers in the movement was a con- 

tinuous problem. Yet beyond these problems the movement 

could point to their success in terms of 630 missionaries 

in foreign fields. 2+ 

The Student Volunteer Missionary Union of Great Brit- 

ain was also represented at the Convention by Donald Fraser, 

its secretary. That the two movements of America and Great 

Britain should be working together so intimately is most 

encouraging as an early manifestation of a united student 

SS 
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world. At the Convention Fraser spoke on the origin of the 

British Movement giving much credit. to Foreman and Wilder. 

W1shard, who had now returned from his trip to the Orient, 

gave a report on the Student Christian and Volunteer Move— 

ment in the non-Christian lands. 

At the Convention Mott conversed with Fraser quite of- 

ten. At one time Fraser invited Mott to come to Great 

Britain as soon as possible and help the growth of the 

3.G.M. there. Mott took up the request and with the back- 

ing of the Y.M.C.A. he went on to Britain that May, 1894, 

and remained throughout June and July. Fraser had set up a 

plan for him to visit characteristic student groups in the 

four partes of Britain. However, upon his arrival Mott side- 

Stepped his plans in order that he might attend the Y. Me Gr Ae 

World Alliance Jubilee Meeting being held in London. ‘There 

he again crossed the patha of the great student leaders of. 

Europe. He saw Allier of Paris, Karl Fries of Sweden, and 

met Count J. Moltke of Denmark. With suoh an opportunity he 

spoke to these men again of a possible student federation in P 

the near future. Mott vas convinced that such a federation 

Was soon to evolve. 

During his travels in Great Britain Mott also attended 

& student conference held at Keawick on the northern part 

of the Mglish Lake District, from July 30th to August 3rd. 

The Conference was under the auspices of the 8.V.M.U. and 

has been called the first comprehensive intervarsity student 
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conference ever held in Great Britain. Two hundred and 

fifty students attended, representing thirty schools. Some 

of the outstanding students were Maclean of Glasgow, who be- 

Gate a famous Indian missionary and %illiamson of Edinburgh, 

who enters the picture more prominently in the coming year. 

Hany foreign Leaders were present as well. There were two 

German students, Mockert and Siemsen of Berlin, who also 

Shall become more prominent in achieving Mott's dream the 

following year. South Africa was represented by Hunter who 

had carried the Volunteer Movement into that Continent. The 

program at Keswick was quite detailed and showed the appar- 

ent influence of the American summer conferences. ‘The day 

began with a prayer meeting at 7:00 a.m. There was a mis- 

sionary institute at 9:00 a.m., 2 Bible class led by Speer 

of America at 10:00 a.m., a conference on Christian work 

in colleges at 11:00 a.m. ‘The afternoons were free for re- 

creational purposes and informal gatherings and at 6:00 p.m. 

the conference continued. Seven p.m. was a public platforn 

meeting and at 9:00 p.m. a delegation meeting.22 At the 

Conference the orgenizationaly-minded Mott helped this vol- 

unteer union to set up what was to become the British Col- 

lege Christian Union. The newly organized union was to be 

composed of all Christian students, volunteer and otherwise. 

It opened before Nott the possibility of an international 
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organization. With Britain and America already nationally 

established and other European countries well on their way, 

Mott's hopes soared to greater heights. In discussions 

held with Donala Fraser, Hott began to speak with 4 more 

Crystallized idea of a student world fellowship. Mott was 

also considered a delegate from America with Sneoer, and 

contributed much to the Keswick Convention. He continued 

to show himself as the evangelist and using the S.V.M.'6 

Yatchery as the basie for his spiritual talke, he was in- 
strumental in many students coming forward to make a de- 

Cision for Christ. In summarizing his contributions, Tat— 

low, the British 8.C.H. historian, said that "A warm tri- 

bute is paid to Mr. Mott. #23 

The tour planned by Fraser included such outstanding 

Universities as Dublin,:Sdinburgh, Glasgow, Oxford, Cam 

bridge, Wales, and many others. At each one Mott received 

@ most cordial welcome. He would immediately set down to 

his specific work and hold a conference with the officers. 

In his touring Mott used a very detailed questionnaire he 

had worked up for getting at the root of the vroblems in the 

local student Association. Although his main purpose was to 

help the movement in: Britain iron out ite wrinkles, Mott was 

Quite impressed by the extent of college infiltration the 

British S.V.M.U. had reached. Although it was organized 
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but two years ago, 1t was now active in fifty-seven colleges 

with seven hundred volunteers. In Mott's estimation the 

5.V.4.U. outclassed the American S.V.M. in that it did bet— 

ter work among the women colleges. They had a stronger 

hold on medical students, they had more volunteers in the 

foremost universities than America aid--twenty in Oxford, 

and fifty-eight in Cambridge--and already ten per cent of 

the volunteers had sailed to foreign lands. He also felt 

that there was a greater esorit de corvs among the British 

5.V.M. men. 14 

in these visits, Mott continually made mention of a 

world union. For now he felt himself possessing a closer 

understanding of the student Christian movement throughout 

the world. its pulse had become his own heartbeat. As the 

Movement grows throughout the world so Mott grew, and as 

Mott increased in experience and insights so the students 

Peceived its benefits. 

In closing this chapter we might review some of the 

methods that Mott had utilized within the last several 

years. It might be well to keep 4n mind that we are view- 

ing the work of a man not yet in his thirties. His methods 

have shifted for his work has shifted. Mott hed been doing 

leas personal visiting. Although he continued to attend 

the important conferences and conventions, he apparently 

SS 
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was putting more time behind the desk in planning and writ- 

ing. That he could do this 1s credited to the many cut- 

standing leaders found that coulda help in visitation. It 

is during this period that he produced a series of student 

Hovement pamphiets. The pamphlets covered every important 

aspect of student Christian work and because the source was 

from Mott's own experiences they gave tested and. successful 

methods, concrete ways in overcoming individual and society 

problems. One of his more outstanding pamphlets of this 

period is "Individual work for Individuals." In his writ- 

ing, as in his active work, Mott continued to stress heavily 

the necessity of spiritual growth. He would constantly 

streas the importance of a Bible study movement within the 

colleges, and to this end Mott and Burroughs wrote 2 pan 

phlet entitled "Movement for more curriculum Bible study. " 

His outreach to the students through periodicals inoreased 

and because of his contributions such periodicals as the 

Young Man's Ere printed in Chicago and The Student Volun- 

eer became the most widely received magazines in the Col- 

lege Association. 

Mott's philosophy, which was definitely carried into 

practice, stressed the necessity of personally visiting the 

Students; to come face to face with the individual and thus 

work for permanent and lasting decisions on the part of the 

student. ven though Mott was finding his time limited as 

far as personal visits were concerned, this aim was ever 
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before hin. He was convinced that the only way that a 

student could be gained for the Association and especially 

for Christ was to talk to him as a person. To this end he 

Gave some practical methods on how the student might gain 

his fellow classmate. He stinulated five plans of approach. 

Firet, get the students of the first year class, for then 

they were most susceptible to religion. Secondly, personel- 

ly observe the Day of Prayer, which often led to good re- 

cruiting. Thirdly, obtain outstanding pastors and pro- 

fessors to give Lectures that might lead to a spiritual 

awakening on the campus. Fourth, set up a series of meet- 

ings under the direction of a full time worker who was 

familiar with students 1n order that the student might in- 

mediately become a part of the Association. Fifth, to em- 

phasize the importance of the workers Bible training clase 

which often led to Christ.25 Mott, the man of many talents 
in the field of organization and administration, was also 

convinced that the only wey to keep things alive was to de- 

mand a continual re-examination both on the part of the in- 

dividual and on the part of the organization, local and 

National. 

However, Mott's methods were constantly visurlized as 

an aid in achieving hia one hope of ea unified world. 

Ne ee eS 
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The very geniue and purpose of a Christian Associa- 
tion, like that of its Lord, should be to unite all 
real disciples of Jesus Christ without reference to 
their denominational affiliations, wealth, fraternity 
connections, athletic reputation, intellectual stand- 
ing, or life-plans. There are problems in connection 
with the moral and religious life of nearly every in- 
stitution which cannot be solved unless all right 
thinking Christian men sink their aren differences 
and unite for this definite purpose. 1 

His concessions to minor differences cannot be viewed as 

those of a man who denied Christ nor rejected Scripture as 

His Word. ‘This was Mott's dream, and though his methods 

in achieving this dream might be rejected by other Christian 

bodies, yet his goal for a unified world under Christ cannot 

be denied as a most God-pleasing one. Mott was not the only 

one with such a vision. It had already been mentioned that 

Wishard had expressed the same hope. Reynolds, while work- 

ing in Europe, was aware of this hope. But it took a man 

like Mott to make it a reality. In this year of 1894 Mott 

Was seized with the thought that now was the time for a 

world wide union of Christian students.27 

Se eeeeneceeieee 
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CHAPTER XI 

THE BIRTH OF THE WORLD'S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 

The lest step towards the development of an organiza- 

tion that would bind the Christian students throughout the 

entire world had now been reached.. We are brought to the 

apex of all that had been hoped for in the hearts of men 

Such as John R. Mott. The dawn has broken over the horizon 

and the dream of a young man is soon to become real. 

Before returning to America that summer of 1894, Mott 

Peceived some invitations from a few European countries re- 

questing that he return to help them form a national organ- 

ization out of the Christian student movement that had been 

sweeping acress their country. Even upon his arrival in 

America Hott received more invitations of a similar nature. 

Before long he had six invitations from countries through- 

out the world requesting that he place his experience at 

their dispose]. Great Britain, Germany, Scandinavia, and i 

Switzerland 911 requested that Mott attend their coming 

National student conferences. India requested that he con- 

duct = campaign to promote student interest in the Chria- 

tian movement, and Japan asked that he visit in the early 

part of 1896 in order that he might develop its student work.+ 

Se 
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It 4s strange that sll these invitations should have been 

received within a period of just two months. Stranger yet 

that there was no connection whatsoever between any of these 

invitations. As far as it is known not one of the countries 

Was aware that the other country was making a similar re- 

quest. 

Upon viewing these invitations Mott, together with his 

advisers, was convinced that here God was in action. They 

were certain that their Lord had seen fit to do greater 

things through the Student Christian Movement. ‘ith this 

certainty they planned a two-year tour on the basis of the 

invitations, However, Mott wanted more than just a tour 

and sought permission from the Intercollegiate Department 

to plan the tour with the hope of organizing a world fed- 

eration as a reault. The Foreign Department also approved 

and suggested that Wishard go with Mott as a representative 

of the foreign students, particularly since he was better 

acquainted with them. Mott's work was cut out for him and 

the year ahead saw the need for elaborate preperation. Dur- 

ing the Winter of 1894-1895 Hott spent most of his time 

Making plans for the trip and for a world federation. 

However, this school year was not spent simply in 

Planning the trip. Mott continued his regular work, visit- 

ing schools and attending conferences. He continued to be 

the man working for Christ and not only for an organization, 

whether it be local or world-wide. His life was lived for 
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Jesus end his hope was that others might also place their 

life into His hands. In the early part of 1895 Mott vis- 

ited his alma mater, Cornell, and on a Sunday he gave a 

talk at the Sage Chapel. Mott spoke as the evangelist he 

Was and sought to persuade the listeners to make a decision 

to give their lives to Christ and to mission work. It was 

at this particular visit that the Rev. Helen I. Root, ed=- 

itor of a mission magazine, made her decision to follow 

Christ. That God works in various ways end by various 

means is quite evident in this case. Helen Root acoidental- 

ly saw the Phi Beta Kappa key that Mott wae wearing, and, 

although at the time had no plans of hearing him speak, 

turned to a friend and said, "He must have brains, let's 

  

hear him, "2 

Throughout the year Mott gave serious thought to the 

formation of a world union. He wanted to be sure that no 

detail wag “Loverlooked, and approached it from every angle 

in order that the best methods would be used. He decided 

that no national organization should be forced to unite 

under the International Y¥.M.C.A.--that would definitely be 

a drawback. It was necessary that the Christian students 

organize in a manner of their own choice, one that they 

would consider the best for their own national organization. 

NS 
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Only in this way could a national organization be strong 

and take personal pride in its growth, . Through autonomous 

a88ceciations free from any international ties Mott was sure 

that a simoler and more effective international federation 

could be formed. If the ¥.M.C.A. would hinder the develop- 

tent of any national group he was determined not to intro- 

duce 1t.7 Mott also wanted to be aure that his plans and 

aims would be acceptable to others and so he carried on a 

00d deal of correspondence with the British S.C.M. lead- 

ers. Agreement was reached on both sides of the Atlantic. 

That a European country such as Britain already had a strong 

National organization was quite an asset to the plans for 

& world federation. 

In the course of the year Mott made a decision that 

was to change, in many respecta, his way of living. He de- 

cided that since these Plans and the ooportunity to serve 

Students across the world were not directly a part of the 

work of the committee which he was serving, he would give 

Up his selary and raise funds for his work in other ways. 

One would certainly think. that the International Y.M.C.A. 

would have continued his support, yet it is true that often 

there was no connection between the ¥.M.C.A. and the Student 

Christian Movement. In fact, aa they grew they became more 
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and more separate. This decision would naturally incur a 

tremendous burden for Mott to acquire his funds for travel. 

But we are also reminded that Mott said he would not force 

any national movement to be bound under the ¥.4.C.A. By 

freeing himself financially from the Y.H.C.A. he would have 

&@ freer hand in the decisions made. He would feel no ob- 

ligetion to force any movement to participate with the 

¥.H.G.A. Neither was Hott worried about how’he would raise 
the funds for his work. Mott's money raising abilities 

contributed greatly to the success of his early work. We 

cannot pass on without making mention of this ability. He 

had no problem whatsoever in aoproaching any Christian man 

or woman for financiel help. To Mott this was not only a 

brivilege but a duty for all Christians. He coulda quickly 

show people their obligation in supporting the Lord's work. 

Most internationel organizations have a hard time in ob- 

taining enough funds from their national groups and in turn 

the national groups have their difficulties in getting the 

local groups to reach their own budgets. With Mott's tal- 

_@ntes this became no problem. He could go to outside resour- 

ces and tap them to the fullest. In the early life of the 

student movements it was Mott who often saved them from dis- 

aster. ‘ven uovon his retirement he continued to direct 

monies ta the treasuries of the organizations. It has been 

estimated that for the Intercollegiate Y.4.C.A. alone he 

For the Student raised several thousand dollars each year. 
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Volunteer Movement he raised even more in view of the tre- 

fendous quadrennial conventions which they had. Without 

Ging into much detail on how Mott's abilities in this line 

have affected the establishment and growth of the 5.C.H. 

throughout the world, we might observe one incident that 

portrays it very well. Cleveland Dodge had just introduced 

Mott to Andrew Carnegie. 

"I have brought you a man whom you ought to know," said 
Dodge and introduced Dr. Mott with some high comli- 
ments. "What has.he got to say to us?" said Mr. Car- 
negie. Dr. Mott plunged straight into a statement 
about the large and rapidly increasing number of for- 
eign students, their perils and possibilities, and 
stressed the urgent importance of meeting their needs. 
« e « Mott outlined his scheme to locate strong men 
at great university centers from Tokyo to New York. 
+ + « He ended by hoping that Mr. Carnegie might make 
a gift of $10,000 a year for at least two or three 
years. . . . Garnegle said that if Mr. Dodge would 
make such a sum he would do so. The deal was made. 
On the way back to Dodge's home they met Mr. George 
Perkins and related what had hapvened. "That's talk-. 
ing some" he said; "if you have got Carnegie to come 
across there must be something in the proposition... 
I will give you another $10,000"--the following night 

_ Hott was sitting beside Hr. William Sloane at a com- 
mittee meeting of the Union League Club and narrated 
the above stpry. "Let me add 38,000 to that" Mr. 
Sloane said. 

At times Mott did not even have to persuade or suggest. 

Upon his return from hig first world-wide tour a woman, 

quite impressed by his work, immediately gave a large sum 

of money to the Y.M.C.A. to be used for the newly organized 

federation. Two other donors immediately followed her with 

ee 
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& sum of money that would keep Mott free of any personal 

financial worry. One incident ia reported in which a per- 

Son insisted that Mott give him the bill for all of his 

traveling, and he would be insulted 1f he didn't. So Mott 

was now free to work without any financial restrictions. 

The future of a world federation was completely in his hands. 

Mott, with his wife and Wishard, boarded the boat, 

Etruria, in New York on the 20th of July and arrived at 

Liverpool, England, on the 28th, 1895. He immediately 

proceeded to attend the Keswick conference which was to be- 

gin on the 29th of the month. The conference reoresented 

the S.V.4.U. and the newly organized British College Chris- 

tian Union. ‘These unions were now quite representative of 

the Christian students throughout the British Isles, and 

the 3.V.4.U. was to be found in eighty colleges, consisting 

of 955 volunteers with 136 of them elready out in the field. 

The 5.¢.C.U. had already been established at forty-aeven of 

the colleges. 

At Keewick Mott, together with the British leaders, 

sketched out in greater detail plans for a world student 

Christian federation. It 1s interesting to note here that 

one British historian neglected to mention Mott as attend- 

ing this conference and attributed the planning of the world 

federation to the British movement. That it was Mott's in- 

itiative, however, cannot be denied. Certainly if he were 
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not present the plans would not have been formed.’ In dig- 

cussing the plans at Keswick, Fries of Sweden was suggested 

88 the first chairmen of the federation, no doubt because 

Fries wes closer to the European movement as a whole and was 

not a part of the English movement, That the world federa- 

tion wes not organized in Britain at this time was according 

to plan. Mott and the British leaders thought it best not 

to form the federation until more national organizations 

could be brought together from the Continent. First they 

thought 1t would be a greater incentive for other national 

organizations to join as charter members. Secondly, there 

Was the German fear of the Anglo-Saxon that might hinder 

their movement taking part 1f only England and America were 

the charter members. Thirdly, no well founded national or- 

ganization was to be found in any other country. That any 

country would not participate was beyond Mott's thinking. 

The main question which he would put before any national 

Organization was: 

If 4t be profitable for the Christian students of any 
one university or college to assoolate . . . if it be 
highly desirable to band together the various Christian 
organizations of any one country in order to make them 
lore helpful . .. would it not be most adventageous to 
unite in a great federation the national intercoll egi- 
ate movements of the whole world? 

be eee 
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After clearing a few difficulties, the B.C.0.U. appointed 

J. Rutter Williamson to accompany Mott and represent the 

British movement. It might be noted that Williamson wes al- 

ready quite familiar with this S.V.M. work end had prev- 

jously attended the Northfield conference. 

They arrived in Germany the 8th of August and immedi- 

ately went to the German 8.C.M. convention which was being 

held at Gross Almerode near Cassel. Hovever, before step- 

ping into this conference’a little background of the German 

5.C.H. might be observed. Germany had been considered the 

"student land par excellence."? Early in the 1800's there 

Waa a definite atudent awakening throughout Germany as there 

was in America, ‘The emphasis, however, was not on missions 

but on Bible study. These study societies spread and to 

Some extent banded together. Such figures as Graf Ptiokler 

and Freiherr von Starch had been working with the Y.M.C.A. 

in the Gontinent. Both also came to America to attend some 

of the conventions and the Northfield summer conference. 

Through their work and the work of others the Bible circles 

Grew and by 1889 the Bible Circle Secretaries’ Union was 

organized with Fritz Mockert as ite traveling seoretary. It 

Might be recalled that Wishard spent the summer of 1888 in 

Germany and with the help of Pickler and Mookert started a 

strong German S8.C.M. Hockert's work in the following years 
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brought about the first national student conference in Ger- 

Many which was held at Niesky, a Moravian settlement. Only 

twenty were present, but each year the group grew until this 

year, 1895, the National Student Christian Alliance was of- 

ficioliy organized in Gross Almerode. Unfortunately, many 

years later when Hitler became dictator the Chrigtian Al- 

liance was forced to disband. 

The country was well represented at the Gross Almerode 

Conference with one hundred men present representing two- 

thirds of the universities in the country. Although the Ger- 

fan 5.C.¥. was built on a different foundation it had now 

reached the point where it could fit in well with the 5.C.H. 

of Americe and Britain. However, this was a critical time 

and it took a good deal of versuasive talking on the part of 

Hott and others to convince the German group of the neces- 

sity of having a world federation of Christian students. 

The greatest obstacle he had to overcome was their leader, 

Count Pickler. His voice was the authority of the movement 

and he had no desire whatsoever to have the movement go be- 

yond the national boundaries. That thie was a selfish mo- 

tive does not do justice to the devout Christian man. His 

fear was towards the Anglo-Saxons, that their movements might 

exert too strong an influence in the proposed federation.8 
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He was afraid that should Germany or any other national 

Movement affiliate itself with this dominating Anglo-Saxon 

religion they would soon become subservient. However, Hott 

very tactfully sought to avoid this issue and stressed more 

the necessity of having a united federation. In five ad- 

dresses given at the conference Mott endeavored to show 

them the advantages of a united student effort and the weak— 

nesses that were apparent in their present national group. 

He felt that their greatest weakness was a Lack of spiritual 

life, and that Germany needed a spiritual awakening. The 

Second weakness he pointed out was that they were poorly 

Organized. Their scope of work was very narrow ard the 

students themselves had no part in the management of the 

movement. We become well aware that these are issues which 

Nott had been atrongly stressing in America. The spiritual 

life was the most essential to Mott. To be poorly organ- 

ized, as far as Mott was concerned, was a detriment to spir- 

itual growth. Because the Christian 1ife must be felt ev- 

erywhere, narrowness in one's work was therefore also a 

hindrance to spiritual growth. That students should have 

no part in the management was contrary to Mott's picture of 

a& student association. In the following days of the con- 

ference Mott continued to press the German group urging 

them to adopt a more comprehensive purpose in their work. 

Pickler was finally won over and the entire conference 

quickly swung over to support of the international effort. 
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Even at the conference the spiritual awakening which 

Nott sought was already becoming apparent. Towards the 

Close « young student of jurisprudence, Dr. J. Siemson, 

Was authorized by the German &.C.A. to represent 1t and to 

accompany Mott, Williamson and Wishard to Sweden. On the 

final dey the conference closed in a new spirit and with a 

Greater view. As Mott observed, "The delegates sang as on- 

ly Germans can sing ‘Ein Feste Burg ist Unser Gott. ' 97 

Again the formation of the federation was deliberately de- 

layed. ‘hey felt it wise to hold back until they had at- 

tended the scandinavian conference and Give them a chance 

to take part in its organization. From Germany Mott, Wis- 

hard, ‘iilliamson, and Siemson continued on to Vadstena, 

Sweden. 

The Scandinavian 5.C.M. has a much shorter history than 

the others. iieither was it as strong nor as effective as 

its counterparts in Germany and England. Historians like 

to place the beginning at a very dramatic point. It began 

when the Northfield Conference of 1889 received the telegram 

from Japan asking that they join in "making Jesus King. " 

Rev. Eckhoff of Norway read the telegram and was deeply im- 

pressed. If Japan could have such a national Christian 

spirit as thie, why not his own Seandinavian countries. In 

1890 representatives of the four countries met at Hillerd, 

eee 
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Denmark, to form the Scandinavian Student Heeting With a 

Christian Programme. Their second meeting was held in Hor— 

ten, Norway, in 1892, Now 1% was Sweden's turn to be host 

and planned to hold the conference from August 13th to the 

19th of 1895 in Vadstena. 

Dr. Karl Fries had asked that he be allowed to arrange 

for the meeting, and while attending a ¥.M.C.A. conference 

at Vadstena he noticed a castle on the outskirts of the town 

and thought that 1t would be an ideal place for students to 

Meet. Fries began making preparations for the conference 

in the old castle located near the shores of Lake Wettern. 

It had been built by Gustavus Vasa some thres hundred years 

before, and since it was Government property Fries had to 

obtain permission to use it. He got it from Prince Berna- 

dotte, a friend of the Y.i.0.A. movement; however, there 

Were strings attached and many restrictions were placed on 

the use of the castle. It is an interesting little story 

in itself, 211 the trouble Fries had in order to obtain the 

Castle and make 1t compatible for the conference. For ex=- 

ample, one of the restrictions placed by the Government waa 

thet no lights could be used within the castle walls, vrob- 

ably because of the danger of fire. But Fries was not one 

to be defeated. It wes beautiful in the evening to see the 

lights hanging on the outside of the castle walls shining 

through the open windows and reflecting in the moat below. 

For bedding Fries went to a doctor friend who was in the 
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process of building a hospital, and acquired enough beds 

for the students. There, in a sixteenth century royal 

Castles, student representatives from Sweden, Norway, Den- 

mark, and Finland met for their third conference. Some two 

hundred. delozates were present, students, instructors, and 

pastors. The Finns were not represented in great number. 

They had to come secretly since Russia opposed any alliance 

with students under different flags. 

At the Seandinavian Conference Mott sought to help make 

their organization more united and efficient. The alliance 

which they had was one in name only. They had no joint ef- 

forts which they carried out in the years between the con- 

ferences. Little international work was done in gaining 

students for the movenent, . Immorality and a definite lack 

of spiritual life was prevalent throughout the Scandinavian 

colleges. Hott felt that these conditions could be greatly 

remedied through the help of the Scandinavian Student Chris- 

tian Movement if they would have some form of vermanent con- 

tinuing committees with definite plans and methods. He sug- 

gested that they set up a plan for inter-visitation, and 

went on to tell them methods which he had found most ef- 

fective. 1° 

During the conference the students also heard the plans 

for a world federation. With little hesitation they over- 
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whelmingly accepted the invitation and appointed Fries of 

Sweden and Eckhoff of Norway to help in its founding. Upon 

receiving their support the six men went into closed ses— 

Slons during the last part of the Scandinavian Conference. 

In roon sixty-three, a cloistral room high in the castle, 

the six men met for four long sessions presided by Fries.11 

In the eyes of the world it was but a small and apparently 

insignificant meeting going on in thie small room. Ite ef- 

fects, however, were to be far reaching, for six men were 

laying down plans that could unite the Christian students 

throughout the whole world. In this light 1t becomes a 

momentous meeting. 

Each man vresent represented a large national organiza- 

tion. John R. Mott was there representing the entire North 

American Student Christian Movement which was now composed 

of the Intercollegiate ¥.M.C.A., the S.V.M. for F.M., and 

the Inter-Seminary Missionary Alliance. 

Wishard was present representing the S.C.M. in the mis- 

Sion lands throughout the world. In 1889 the ¥.M.C.A. formed 

its foreign mission department and when Wishard returned 

from his tour in 1892 he was made its secretary. In reality 

Wishard was representing the Christian students college in 

Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Islands of the Sea. 

Its official name is the Student Christian Movement in Lands 

SS 
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Without National Organization, It 16 an extremely flexible 

&roun. As the 5.C.M. would flourish in any one of the non- 

Christian countries and become organized on a national scale 

they would no longer be included under this mission depart- 

ment. Only a few years later India, Ceylon, China, Japan, 

and Africa were to merge into separate national organiza- 

tions through the efforts of Wishard, Fraser, Wilder, and 

Mott. 

Williamson represented the S.C.M. of Great Britain. 

In contrast to the American movement the British movement 

develoned more so from the volunteer movement. Williamson, 

in representing the B.C.C.U., was also representing the 

only national student group that had women branches consist- 

ing of some two hundred to three hundred women. This was 

to present a minor problem but the women's place in the 

world federation was not decided at this conference. The 

¥.¥.C.A. was already organized in America but it was not 

connected with the Intercollegiate Movement. 

Slemson represented the German Student Christian. Al- 

liance, and Fries and Eckhoff represented the Scandinavian 

movement. Fries has already been mentioned often. He had: 

attended the Northfield Conferences in earlier years and had 

contributed much to the general 5.C.M. work. Pastor Martin 

Eckhoff was the president of the Norwegian Student Mission- 

ary Union which had been started at Christiania in 1861. 

, This small. meeting of six men started quite aimply. 
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It was opened with prayer, and Mott then continued with a 

Prelininsry statement on the steps that had led un to this 

meeting. In his versuagsive manner he showed that this meet- 

ing in Vadstena was the logical step in the growth of the 

5.G.M. throughout the world. All were convinced that such 

a federation must be formed and officially gave it the 

“Name, “The Vorla's Student Christian Federation.“ The name 

itself was nothing new for by simply substituting "federa— 

tion" to "eonference" we have the name already given to the | 

summer conferences in America. The next step waa the draft—- 

ing of s constitution. An outline had already been worked 

out at Keswick but more had to be done with it. It was de- 

cided that the constitution be temporary and not ratified 

ae official until the first general committee meeting which 

Was planned for 1897 in America, 22 

This was the general outline of their meetings. Their 

object was direct: "To unite the student Christian world 

for Christ's sake." Ag Mott very ably put it, “it is no— 

thing less than the uniting of the Christian forces cf ail 

universities and colleges in the great work of winning the 

students of the world for Christ. "23 

In order to carry out this aim the small group scught 

to form 2 constitution that would be firm enough and yet 

et 
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Capable of expansion. They were constantly aware that they 

would be confronting Christian students who would have loy- 

alties outside of Protestantism, and they wanted to be sure 

that the basis for membership into the W.8.C.F. would be 

broad enough to admit all Christian faiths including the 

Orthodox and Roman Catholic. ‘This very basic part of the 

Federation was in the future to open doors into the Ortho- 

dox church which were never before entered. By this de- 

Cision on the part of these six men Mott wowld in the fu- 

ture be capable of ecumenical achievements never before 

realized, 

In a report letter Mott mentioned the objectives agreed 

upon by the men as the basis of the W.S.C.F. constitution. 

1. To unite student Christian movements throughout 
the world. 

2. To collect information regarding the religious 
condition of the students of all lands. 

3. To promote the following lines of activity: (a) To 
Lead students to become disciples of Jesus Christ 
as only Saviour and as God. (>) To deepen the 
spiritual life of students. (c) To enlist stu- 
dents in the work of extending She haowsom or 
Christ throughout the whole world. 

In the present constitution of the ¥.S.C.¥. under Article 

2, "Objectives," there is little difference from the orig- 

inal set down at Vadstena. 

At first glance the organization may appear quite 

Lecce 

lathews, on. cit., p- 107. 

st



  

130 

loose and open to all who sought entrance. On the con- 

trary, for the sake of the newly formed Federation's sus- 

tained health the group set up a very strict policy for ad- 

mitting new members into the Federation. A careful and per= 

Sonali examination was to be given any national group which 

Sought entrance. 

Only those movements can be federated which combine a 
National or international group of colleges, and which 
in their aims and work are in full harmony with the ob- 
Jectives of the Federation. 

4K three-point guide wag set up in helping to prepare other 

student movements that wished to affiliate with the Federa- 

tion. First, the movement must comprise a group of uni- 

versities. Secondly, its objectives should be in harmony 

with those of the Federation. Third, it should afford evi- 

dence of stability. This made a permanent supervisory con- 

nilttee necessary. 16 It 18 evident from these principles 

that not every university which had Christian students could 

become a vart of the Federation. Even certain national stu- 

dent movements would not be able to reach these standards. 

This was not meant to keep them out, and by the continued 

work of Mott and others their atandards would be raised en- 

abling them to join the Federation. A provision was made 

for those organizations which were not able to affiliate 

Le 
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immediately. Corresponding membership was available to all 

organizations that sought membership. 

the Federation was in fo sense to be dictatorial. The 

bower was to come from the national associations, and for 

this reason one of the basic principles established at Vad- 

stena was that wherever possible, whether 1t be in foreign 

missions or in Christian lands, members of the Federation's 

Generol Committee and corresponding members must be natives 

of the countries which they represent. Not even a missionary 

on furlough or any other person connected with a foreign 

5.C.i. but not a native of that country could officially re- 

present that croup. This principle was well established and 

pald off in « greater interest on the part of the countries 

involved, +7 

Although autonomous, the national movements would, 

through the "ederation, have the means of carrying out work 

never before pogsible. One thing that helped to keep a uni- 

fied morale was the establishment of the universal Day of 

Prayer, already in practice within the 5.V.M. Mott was so 

convinced of the power of prayer that he sought the incor- 

poration of the Day of Prayer into the W.S.C.F., and the 

first call for prayer was set for sometime in February, 1398. 

This Day of Prayer had meant much to Mott in the past. It 

Was a day in which Christian students throughout the whole 
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world would concentrate on their work at large, praying for 

its spiritual and physical growth. It was a day in which 

the local colleges sect up programs inviting all outsiders 

to join them, and through it students throughout the whole 

World could gather spiritually as one in prayer seeking 

guidance in their work. 

To Mott the formation of the Federation was the joining 

of principles he had used in the formation of many Associa- 

tions. He expressed this in the following eight points 

which he congidered the guiding principles of the W.S.C.F. 

1. The recognition of the supremacy and the universal- 
ity cf the Lord Jesus Christ and of His work as the 
only sufficient Savior. 

2. The interdenominational and intereonfessional char- 
acter of the Federation. 

3. The independence, individuality, and autonomy of 
each national movement. 

4, The interdependence and mutual obligations of all 
the movements in it.. 

5. the principle of not governing or seeking to con- 
trol the constituent movements or interfere with 
their policies. Its relation to them is ourely ad- 
visory and inspirational. 

6. The maintenance of a non-political character, al- 
though it is profoundly concerned with strengthen- 
ing national life and likewise with bringing all 
social and international and inter-racial relations 
under the rule of Christ. 

7- The purpose to be in all its constituent parts truly 
democratic in government and representation and to 
emphasize student initiative. 

8. Consideration of and action upon program and acti- 
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vities from a world point of view.28 

If one were not acquainted with the motto of the W.S.C.F. 

he could upon examinetion of its principles, quickly become 

avare of it. Jesus! words recorded in John 17:21, "that 
they 11 may be one," 18 the hope of the Federation, and 

they officially recognize it as their motto; "Ut Omnes 

“num Sint, # 

The gix nen set up a very simple executive plan for the 

Supervision of the Federation, A general committee of two 

bersons from each national federation was to become the. 

Federation's executive branch. Ite first meeting would be 

held in America in 1897. The officers of the Federation 

were elected as follows: Dr. Karl Fries, chairman; Dr. 

Johannes Siemson, vice-chairman; Mr. John R, Mott, general 

Secretary; Dr. J. Williamson, corresponding secretary; and 

Mr. Luther Wishard, treasurer. Since Mott was planning to 

continue his world tour, he was requested to represent the 

Federation as their general secretary wherever he would 

visit. Before departing from Vadetena, Mott expressed what 

he was to do for the Federation during the rest of his tour. 

Hy work for the Federation will be: to seek to estab- 
lish and then federate the student movements of India, 
Japan, and possibly China; to appoint corresponding 
Members in nearly all the countries which do not have 
student movements; to collect information regarding the 
Peligious condition of the students of all lands, and 

Moveaests (New 3 
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to render a report on the investigation.29 

At the conclusion of the fourth session in the Vad-. 

stena castle the small meeting was closed with prayer. The 

¥.8.0.F. had finally been organized and Mott's dream had be- 

come a reslity. 

How is this newly organized Federation seen in the eyes 

oF its founder and in the eyes of others? As for its founder 

this was the realization of a dream. Little did he realize 

that he was to become the fulfillment of his own propheoy. 

Hany years before he said in prayer, "God grant that Cornell 

May give birth to some religious movement that will touch . 

the outside world."29 ott is the man who came out of Cor- 

nell and went on to develop a federation that would unite 

the Christian students of the entire world. In Mott's own 

estimation of the importance of thig small meeting at Vad- 

stena, Sweden, he drew this picture, 

Never since the Wartburg sheltered the great German re- 
former while he was translating the Bible for the com- 
mon people has a medieval castle served a purpose 
fraught with larger blessing to all mankind. ... 
Daye of intense and prayerful discussion resulted in the 
formation of the Yorld's Student Christian Federation, 
and in the unanimous adoption of its constitution. 

It was a momentous part in Mott's life. It was more to him 

ES 
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than many have realized. For Mott probably saw more in that 

Federation than any of the other founders. He sent a report 

letter from Constantinople that same year of 1895, and al- 

Peady exoressed his amazing ineight and vision of what the 

%.5.6.F. could accomplish. He spoke of things in this re- 

port that no other would dare speak concerning such e young 

"ederation, His expectations were tremendous, but in the 

light of his insight they were quite understandable. He 

Pictured possibilities for the Federation as though they . 

were bound to happen. Ee snoke as though it was inevitable 

that the founding of such a Federation as this would lead 

to the fulfillment of its aima. In this report written 

Soon after the Vadstena meeting, Mott claimed the Federation 

te be the work of God and said: 

1. It makes possible for the first time e thorough and 
comprehensive study of the religious state of the 
students of the whole world. 

2. It will enable us to grepply successfully with the 
preblem of the spiritual welfare of the large numbers 
of foreign students in different countries. 

3. It places the stronger members of the Federation 
where they can be more helpful to the weak members. 

4. It will facilitate the introduction of organized 
Christian work into some of the most difficult un- 
occupied student fields. Though the Federation has 
existed but a few weeks, I have already in my work 
in France, Italy, Hungary and Switzerland realized 
the practical value of this voint.. . it will 
prove even more helpful in certain fields in the 
East. 

5. It will be a clearing house for the best ideas 
wrought out in the experience of Christian student 
organizations in all lands. 
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6. New vlans and policies may be projected speedily 
and effectively throughout the whole student world. 

7. The Federation will be a great unifying force. By 
its conferences, visitation and publications, it 
will do much to unify the plans and methods of work 
amongst students of different countries. MUore im- 
portant, it will inevitably unite in spirit as never 
before the students of the world. And in doing this 
it will be achieving a yet more eignificant result-- 
the hastening of the answer to our Lord's prayer, 
"That they may all be one." We read and hear much 
about Christian union. surely there has been spir— 
itual union of Christendom than the Yorlda's Student 
Christian Federation which unites in common purpose 
end work the coming leaders of Church and State in 
ell lands. 22 

It is certainly amazing that he could view so much within 

such a short time, and yet 1t cannot be denied that the Fed- 

eration has met the expectations of its founder. ~ 

But how have others evaluated the birth of the Federa- 

tion? In looking at what others have said we see that their 

evaluations are usually not as lofty as Mott's. But its 

greatness could not be denied and it had to be acknowledged 

as “an achievement which may, all things considered, be re- 

Garded as his greatest creative work."23 ‘The creative genius 

of John Mott is seen in the tremendous ecope which he out- 

lined for the Federation. It became the very means by which 

one Christian student might be directly associated with an- 

other in any country of the world. The historian and worker 

in the W.5.C.F., Ruth Rouse, defines the ¥.5.¢.F. as: 
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that movement which aims at a Christian Association in 
every university and college, a national student move- 
ment in every country, linked, together in a world stu- 
dent Christian organization. 2+ 

In our day the tremendous eweep of the W.S.C.F. is lost 

to some extent by our modern familiarity with such world 

Movements. The founding of the Federation can best be av- 

It was something new 

Robert C. 

proached in the light of its period. 

a8 far os Christian students were concerned. 

ackie pointed this out in saying, 

The founders of the Federation created something new 
in the university world. We accept international stu- 
dent organizations as if they had always existed, but 
the Federation for many years stood alone. We accept 
the mingling of students from different Christian con- 
“eszions and denominations, as if they were a natural 
outcome of Christianity, out the Federation struck out 
On & comparatively untrodden ecumenical path, and con- 
tinually broke new ground. We accept the methods of 
conferences and study circles, as if Christians had 
always worked that way, but the Federation was a pio- 
neer.2 

Even the idea of a world federation of students was so novel 

at the time that some had called it fantastic. The whole 

project was a venture in an untried field. 26 

Because it does seem fantastic for such an organiza- 

tion to be formed at this time and to have such objectives 

as it did many expressed inevitable dangers. Mott, himself, 

Was aware of the dangers. It was evident that each country 
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Would be isolated from the other in much of its work. 

because of this isolation joint sympathy and cooperation 

would be weak. He knew that within such an international 

And 

Federation there would be the creation of national and 

Yrecial jeplousies but he saw little danger from denomina- 

tional jealowsy. In order to overcome these dangers Mott 

saw the necessity of continued and extensive personal con— 

tacts on the national level and therefore the necessity of 

sequiring, as soon as possible, national leaders that could 

Give their full time to the work of their countries’ 3.C.M. 

But other fears were present. It was expressed that the 

Federation would never be. more than a nate. By the very 

nature of its scope it could never have any real practical 

value. After Mott completed his first world tour this fear 

Was quickly banished. There was alao the fear of over-cen- 

tralization, that the Federation would become too strong 

within itself and thus govern instead of serve. This, of 

course, is a fear within any similar organization. 

however, that has ite merits, yet a fear that can be dis- 

pelled by proper leadership and democratic process. But 

They could 

A fear, 

most of the fears and dangers were groundless. 

be overcome because there was a strong will behind it, not 

only the will of its founders, but the will within the 

Christian student. Fisher expressed this thought when he 

Said: "The Christian youth... of all lands will vartici- 

pate in a religious federation if they are given worthwhile
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tasks to do end are allowed national autonomy. n27 

In the eyes of the S.C.M. the Federation's greatest 

contribution was its unity, the apparently partial fulfill- 
"ent of Christ's will that all may be one. The theological 

implications of such a philosophy are quite evident, yet 
this 1s the thinking of many, which 1s often referred to as 

“The American Way," that one cannot work effectively if one 

does not work with others. Divided we fall, united we can 

succeed. Dr. Roswell Hiteheock went even further in stating 

his unionistic philosophy. To him the ¥.S.0.F. 4s a "miti- 

gation of the deplorable effect of our too-disintegrated 

Protestantism. "28 that this is what Christ means in the 

words found in John 17:21 is not completely true, but that 

thie is the approach taken by many in°the 5.0.M. 16 quite 
apparent. Mott himself expressed that the chief signifi- 

cance of the Federation is in ite unifying power. Through 

the Federation the methods, efforts and dreams.of the. Chris- 

tian students in the whole world are united. Ag Shedd, the 

contemporary historian of the 5.C.M. in America, has said, 

"Ite most striking evidence of God's leadership was to be 
found in its inclusiveness. "29 Apparently the W.5.¢C.F., 

cane eeeenaR 
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in the eyes of many, 18 successful simply because it has 

united the 5.6.4, We cannot, as ia apparent from the prin- 

ciples set down by Mott, place this motive upon his dreams. 

True, he dreamed for a united world and has now seen its 

reality in the W.S.¢.F. But for Mott the union was not an 

end but simply the meang through which Christ may more ef= 

fectively be brought into the world. 

The Federation was organized to see to it that the 

Christian students throughout the world would unite and 

would carry out their ultimate purpose as Christians. Every 

local association throughout the world could come in touch 

with the students of different universities and different 

faces through the work of their own secretaries. Such con-= 

tinued personel vistiation was encouraged by the Federa- 

tion's executive committee. It was not going to be a name 

only. It was determined to be an active influence within 

each individual of each College Association. As Hogg said: 

"It 4s above all practical, demanding action and service. "30 

However one might evaluate this Federation, in the eyes 

of Mott--it was the reality of a dream. This has become a 

climax in hie early life. He has seen a hope become sure. 

John R. Mott has reached the point where he could say with 

his Lord, “That all may be one," and know that he knew that 

Serene eran eweennereees 

3043140m Richey H F (New York: y Hogg, Equmenioal Foundations 
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for the Lord to speak is for the Lord to do. God is active 

and if His will be that all may be one then 1t will be ex- 
pressed in the lives of Hie children. Jesus has expressed 

His will, so let it be.



CHAPTER XII 

FROM VADSTENA TO WILLIAMSTOWN 

We have endeavored to observe the development of the 

Student Christian Movement through the life of Dr. John R. 

Mott to the founding of The World's Student Christian Fed- 

eration. In short we have viewed the reality of a drean. 

Although our subject has ended with the formation of this 

Federation in 1895 yet it might be well to view in brief 

the Prenaining part of Mott's world-wide tour. In so doing, 

We might see some of the advanced methods which he used and 

also watch this new organization take form and become alive 

in the nations throughout the world by the efforts of this 

tour. In this connection, it might be well to remember 

that Mott is now officially connected with three major or- 

Ganizations, the World's Student Christian Federation, the 

Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, and the 

Intercollegiate Young Men's Christian Asaociation. Wherever 

he goes he must consider the aims of these organizations and 

take them into account in whatever he does. 

(Upon leaving Vadstena, it was much easier to gain mem- 

bers ‘for the Federation and to influence national groups 

than it would be to their advantage to participate in it. 

Because the Federation was now organized Nott could point 

back to 1t and say to any national movements that this is
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an international organization which can serve them. Before 

the tour was over Mott had brought into active participation 

48 many more student movements as were charter members. 

From Vadstena Mott proceeded on to Norway and then back 

to England and into the European Continent visiting France 

and italy. On the 23rd of September he arrived at Switzer- 

land to attend a conference at Ste. Croix. This particular 

conference might be observed in detail since it shows how 

Hott utilized the formation of the ¥.8.C.F. in gaining other 

National groups to ccoperate. His visit to Switzerland was 

not by chence. Mott met a Mr. Ernest Favre from Switzerland 

in London during 1894. He told Favre of the 8.C.M. in Amer- 

ice. Quite impressed, Favre decided to do what he could in 

starting such a movement throughout the colleges of Switzer- 

land. In just a year's time he had organized a large enough 

GFoup to hold a conference at Ste. Croix from September 23rd 

to the 26th. All but one of the universities were revre- 

sented. At this conference Mott told the group about the 

5.C.M. work thet had been done in other countries. He then 

Outlined an effective plan for organizations within the local 

universities. Third he developed a simple plan for a nation- 

al organization in Switzerland. Upon their enthusiastic ac- 

ceptance Mott requested that they appoint a corresponding 

—____ 
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ember to the V.S5.C.F. These four stepa which Mott used 

in gaining the support of the Swiss movement were to become 

the besic methods used throughout his world tour.2 His per- 

Suasive manner and telents were capable of developing a 

loosely organized college association into a national move- 
Ment that could participate with the W.5.C.F. all within the 

time of one convention. This same approach led him to ac- 

Quire leaders from the national movements in France, Ttaly, 

and Bulgaria and helped him to gain support in Austria and 

Hungary. 

As has been stated many times before Mott's primary 

G0al was not only to unite the etudent world but to unite 

it under Christ. Because of this goal Mott carried on the 

work of an evangelist as he traveled throughout the world. 

At Cornell Mott made a decision not for the ¥.M.C.A. but for 

Jesus. To him the first aim of the Federation was to bring 

Christ to the student. This necessitated evangelistic meet- 

ings at any school he would enter. Hott first stepped for- 

ward as an evangelist at the intercollegiate conference 

held many years before at the University of Tennessee. Now 

it had become a part of his procedure. He went to great 

lengths in preparing for a successful evangelistic service 

in the schools. His preparation, his delivery, and his 

SESS 

2John R. Mott, Addresses and of John R. Mott 
(New York: Assootation Press, 1946), II, 501. 

 



145 

follow-up work might, in many respects, be compared to the 

modern evangelists of our day. Mott preached to a decision 

and would seek the help of the local churches to follow up 

on those who made that deoision. His sermons were simple, 

Girect, and often times blunt when necessary. He spoke to 

the leader as well as to the student. -Because he was a man 

with a logical mind, he did not utilize nor play on the emo- 

tions. Hig argument was convincing and his theme was always 

"hope* for the person who found himself in need of salvation. 

His sermons were far from pious platitudes. He went straight 

to the problem within the heart of the student before him 

regardless of nationality or race. To this end, Mott would 

learn the different religions of the countries he was to 

visit in order that he might more intelligently present 

Christ as the hope of the world. He continued to hold evan— 

Selistic meetings throughout his entire tour, and his suc- 

Cess in Asia was exceptional. For the next thirty years 

Mott made it 2 rule to conduct at least one evangelistic 

Campaign on a college camous every year. Thus he united the 

students, more specifically, he united the students under 

Christ. 

Dwight L. Moody, Henry Drummond, and John R. Nott were 
ell great evangelists to students, but out of the 
three, only Mott made world-wide evangeliam_an instru- 
ment for promoting the ecumenical movement. 

eS 

3¢alen M. Fisher, John R. Mott--Architeot of Go-onera- 
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In the month of October, 1895, Mott arrived at Roberts 

College in Constantinople. There he met Armenian, Greek 

Orthodox, and Bulgarian students; and immediately proceeded 

to organize some of them into a College Association. How- 
ever, his stay was not long. At this particular time the 

Armenians were being persecuted and slaughtered in the 

streets. That Mott did work with the Orthodox is quite sig- 

nificant since the W.S.C.F. charter members were all Prot- 

estant. But the door was left open to any other Christian 

confession. Thie flexibility of the W.5.C.F. constitution 

enabled Mott to organize other Orthodox students throughout 

the area including the Bosphorus, Beirut, and Jerusalem. 

He continued on his journey to a college in the Nile Valley 

where he organized a small group of ten students. Visit- 

ing whatever colleges he could on the way he proceeded on 

to Ceylon where there was already a good Student Association. 

Here Mott met Wilder and together they began to prepare for 

the big India campaign. Twelve rather weak Associations 

were found in India but they made it possible for Mott and 

Wilder to begin organizing a national group. For three 

months they toiled in the area and finally held a national 

convention at Madras where the 8.C.M. of India and Ceylon 

was officially organized. Meeting the standards of the 

W.5.C.F. this netional organization became the first to be 

In India we are also made 

Declaration 

affiliated with the Federation. 

aware that Mott is ‘still working for the S.V.M.
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cards could be found in his pocket and whenever one made the 

decision to Give his life to Christ in missions another card 

would be signed. One of the more outstanding signatures ob- 

tained was from a Dr. Chitambar who waa to become a, Methodist 

bishop. 

When Mott first left America in 1895 he had no plans of 

G0ing into the Southern Hemisphere but a group of men in 

England urged him to. visit. Australia, In Norway, he received 

the same request. Mott sent letters to Australia and New 

Zealand to cheok on the situation. He. received answers 

While in India with the urgent plea that they be visited. 

the british S.V.M.U. immediately. cabled Mott and said that 

they would carry the added expense if he would visit Aus- 

tralia and New Zealand. They immediately forwarded two 

hundred pounds. Upon his arrival in Australia, knowing 

not a person, he went to a Presbyterian service in Adelaide. 

He talked with the minister who in turn sent him to the 

Chief Justice of Southern Australia. He welcomed Mott very 

cordially and invited him to lecture at the University. 

Hott had gotten his foot in and continued to visit the col- 

leges throughout Australia and New Zealand. In «= short 

time a national movement was organized with representatives 

for the ¥.S.¢c.F. 

From Sydney Mott continued on to Hong Kong in the Autumn 

Eee 

‘Hott, Adresses and Papers of John R. Mott, II, 263.
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of 1896. Soon he was able to organize a special conference 

in Shanghai due to the previous work of many missionaries 

and Wishard. Twenty-two out of the twenty-seven Chinese 

Asgociations sent representatives to the conference. It 

was here that the 5.V.M. of the ¥.M.0.A. in China waa of- 

ficlally organized. It may seem strange to hear of mis- 

Sionary volunteers in a migsion country like China, but 

there were already seventy-seven Chinese volunteers working 

aiong their own people. 

Mott proceeded to Japan in November. Here again Wis- 

hard's work was apparent. In 1889 Wishara had held the 

first student conference similar to Northfield at Doshisha, 

from which came the famous telegram "make Jesus King. "5 
However, because there was Little follow-up work done Hott 

had es difficult time in reviving the Associations. He spent 

twelve weeks in Javan and, although succeeding, he felt that 

this was the most difficult country in which he had tried to 

organize a national Association that could affiliate with 

the W.S.C0.F. 

Before ending our summary of Mott's world wide tour 

one particular point should be mentioned. Forty-three Col- 

lege Associations were found throughout Asia already in 

1892. iiott was not the ground breaker. He was the builder. 

ee 

5Ruth Rouse, The World's itugent christian Eederation (London: 8.C.M. Preas oo 1948), Dp. 
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Although many of these Associations were extremely weak they 

did exist and Mott had gomething on which to work. ‘Wishard 

had established the majority of these forty-three, but if 

it had not been for Mott's return they would have disappeared 

in a short time. Because of his work. they were likely to 

remaiz. ag well. 

On February 25, 1897, Mott left Honolulu for the Amer-— 

ican Gontinent. From March 5th to Anril 2nd -he continued 

Seross the Continent attending some minor meetings until his 

srrivel in New York.© The magnitude of thie first world 
trip ie evident in reviewing the general statistics. It 

Was twenty-two months long covering some sixty thousend 

miles. His visits to 144 universities in twenty-four 

countries resulted in the organizing of seventy Student 

Christian Unions.? The World Student Christian Federation, 

hot sven 2 year old, could now boast the following record: 

Nine hundred College Assooilations with forty-five thousand 

Student members, ten organized national student movemente, 

thirty-eight secretaries giving their full time to the work, 

and twenty-one buildings valued at eighty thousand pounds. 8 

Wherever Mott went throughout his tour he left the impression 

of the Federation. 

RENTED 

Suott, Strategie Points in the Vorld'e Gonguest, p. 218. 
Mott, Addresses and Pavers of John 8. Mott, II, 9-13. 

Srbia., p. 35.  
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The General Committee of the ¥.5.C.F. had planned to 

meet in Amerles in 1897, end it was decided to hold the con- 

Terence at Williamstown, Mass. In July, the five original 

Members of the Federation plus the added five new members 

sent their representatives to the meeting. The new National 

Agsociations are the Intercollegiate Y.M.0.A. of India and 

Ceylon, the Australasian Student Christian Union, the 8.C.A. 

of South Africa, the College ¥.M.C.A. of China, and the Stu— 

dent Y.M.G.U. of Japan. Also present at the conference were 

representatives from Holland, France and Switzerland.? 

Fries was not able to attend the meeting and so Ibuka of 

Japan presided as the vice chairman. From then on the vice 

president of the #.8.¢.F. has been an Asiatic. The con- 

ference itself vaa not particularly colorful. It did root 

More firmly the constitution of the Federation and make more 

Clear its sims and methods. Mott was also asked to accept 

the position'of general secretary. 

This has been the beginning of a Federation that was 

to place an indelible mark on the future generations of the 

world. Its advance in Ameriea ie particularly noteworthy, 

aa it gave o greater prestige to the local College Associa— 

tions. Many of the student denominational organizations be- 

gan to seek affiliation with the Federation, and in order to 

meke this possible the Federation decided to organize a 

og 
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committee in the United States made. up of representatives 

of the denominational groups that could meet the require— 

Ments of the Federation. These denominational College As- 

Secintions, together with the Student ¥.M.C.A., Y¥.W.C.A., 

the S.V.4., and the Inter-Seminary Hissionary Alliance, be- 

Came what is now known as the United Student Christian Coun- 

cil, the official representative of the Federation in the 

United States of America.10 

The tremendous strain of the past ten years was terri- 

fic on John Mott. He had not been too conscious of physical 

discipline and ever gince his graduation from Cornell he had 

been working under a tremendous strain of responsibility. He 

could not go on at this speed and it resulted in a collapse 

from a near nervous breakdown in 1898. This was a shock to 

the man who had planned so much for the future. It led him 

to ask in despair, "Was this the end of 1t?7"2 It was not 

the end and his recovery found a man with the same zeal but 

with a more scheduled plan for his daily living. His every 

day wes planned to allow for the utmost in work, yet also 

the necessary requirements for leisure. Mott was not fin- 

ished, his work had Just begun. The founding of the W.5.C.F. 

ET 

10 
& History of the Ecumenical ovement v. A517-1948, edited 

Teck Rouse and Stephen Charles Neill (London: S.?.C.K., 
» Pe 607. 

113,641 Mathews, R. Mott, World Gitizen (New York: 
Harper and Bros., 1934), De 382. 
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Was only the beginning and often times referred to as the 

beginning of the World Counc4l of Churches. The student who 

Was persuaded to give his life to Christ while in the S.C.M. 

would be the man who will give his life.for one world united 

under Christ. 

 



CHAPTER XIII 

GONCLUSION 

In conclusion we might again pose the question from the 

introduction. why did Mott put such a heavy emphasis on 

working with the student? What was it that led him to give 

the greater part of his life to joining the Christian stu- 

dent with one another? Many singular reasons may be illus- 

trated. It is quite apparent that to Mott the student was 

of vrimary importance. As Fisher points out, 

One of the basic policies which have guided Mott through- 
out his career is the primary importance of capturing 
the university students of all lands for the Christian 
cause. 

Not only was the student of primary importance, the student 

had a perticular need of which Mott was well aware. The 

Christian student was not united for more effective work. 

As some have said, this 1s in itself a judgment upon the 

This, of course, depends from what viewpoint the 

Hevertheless, to Mott the Christian 
Seldom was he 

Church. 

question is observed. 

Student on the campus had been neglected. 

able to feel his Church within the boundaries of his schocl. 

this need was uppermost in Mott's heart and mind. And so 

he gave his life to develop the S.C.M. as far as possible, 
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2 De pean bes Unity (New York: Association Press, 195 

 



154 

and his boundary was the world. Under God's hand, the 

5.C.M. found early success, and it has aleao become a tre- 

mendous influence on the ecumenical movement of the present 

day. The university student in working through the S.C.H. 

was apart from his denominational church. He was bound by 

its convictions but not its organization, and could there- 

fore break into an untried field. The students’ mistakes 

were his own. He was responsible for the errors committed 

in developing such a movement. And yet through such mis- 

takes came success, and their success was often times taken 

up by the Church. The S.C.M. had, through trial and error, 

established means which later were to become the basis for 

the great ecumenical movement throughout the world. 

Should Hott have worked exclusively with students as 

he did? Should he have restricted himself to the men and 

women found only on the college campus? Some have crit— 

icized that the rural and the industrial youth have been 

They criticized Mott for re- 

As one grand- 

neglected because of this. 

Sstricting himself to the intellectual elite. 
father of a student working in the 5.C.M. remarked, "At the 

time of Jesus there were also scholars but it was not among 

them that Jesus recruited the first disciples! *2 How would 

it have turned out if Mott worked with other classes of 

people outside of the student during these early years? 

    

2Ipid., pe 176.  
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Would he have been a success and would his talents have been 

utilized to their fullest? 

He made great contributions to the entire Association 
movement in America, but he was an expert only in the 
work among students, and never fully underetood the 
city Associations. 

This criticiam, of course, ie unfair. It would have 

been humanly impossible for Mott to carry out his work 

throughout 611 age levels. His interest was with the stu- 

dent end he cannot be condemned for it. His hope was in the 

student. To him the student Federation inoubates the future 

leaders of the Chureh, and aa students they worked, not out— 

Side of the Church, but hand in hand with their Church. By 

working with the student Mott was working with the future 

Christian leaders of the world. The 5.V.M, was entirely for 

the puroose of meking Church leaders of the student. ‘The 

students banned together for the purpose of training then- 

Selves that they might be placed into the migsion work of 

the Church. They became the future ministers of the world. 

Student Volunteer Movement groups throughout the world of=- 

fered the Church many names that were to be heard on the 

lips of the people. At the great ecumenical conferences 

which Mott attended in later years, he would see the faces 

of men and women whom he had known as student leaders in 

the W.3.C.F. They had been at school studying in their 

SNS RTE ERSUTCEES 
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fields of interest but the Call came and could not be re- 

fused. They too had learned as students the need of the 

world for Christ. They came to know "the terrible tragedy 

of Christian separatism, "+ and were thus led to atay in the 

Christian work as men and women. In this sense then the 

Intercollege Y¥.M.C.A. and the 5.C.M. may be considered the 

fathers of the World Council of Churches. Consider this 

incident in the life of William Temple. 

the production of ecumenical leaders ... the greatest 
service which the World's Student Christian Federation 
has rendered to Christian unity is the friendship it 
has promoted among men and women who were after to be- 
come leaders in the world-wide interest of the Church. 
It was ae one of the ushers of the Edinburgh Conference 
in 1910 that William Temple first touched the ecumen- 
ical movement. But this was only the first of many 
similar contacts. More than once after he had come to 
hia high place in ecumenical leadership he publicly 
acknowledged his debt to the atudent movement. 

Why shouldn't Mott work with the student? He saw their 

need, and he was aware that through them would be found the 

future leaders of the church. It was in this field that 

Mott's talent lay. Hott could in vivid words convey the 

Christian message and could convince the believer of the nec- 

essity for working united to the further glory of His King- 

don. 

He early demonstrated his ability to interpret the 
essentials of the Christian faith and life in a way 

ePeeuihe (Sew 8 
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thet led students by scores and hundreds to make de~, 
Gision to understand and follow in the way of Jesus. 

Hott was able to give to the student talents that 

reached near genius. His abilities in so many fields en- 

abled him to create from a small handful of students a 

strong national organization. od had selected a man cap= 

able of many things, yet not capable of himself but through 

the Grace of his Lord. The talents placed in his hands en- 

abled him to carry out a work for the student and for Christ 

that none other before had been able to do. 

few men, 1f any, in the history of the Church, have had 
such an unusual combination of gifts: statesman and 
evengelist; administrator, orpena es and spiritual 
teacher; preacher and writer. 

Hott was a combination of a dignified, commanding 
presence, deep religious faith, evangelistic zeal, 
ability to see promise and ability in youth, vision, 
courage, tact, administrative ability, power over pub- 
lic assemblies, convincing speech. 

These are not attributes heaped on a man without reason. 

Each of these words were well chosen in describing Dr. John 

R. Mott. 

4s far as Mott was concerned his dream had become real. 

We hsve followed that dream and have seen it take form in 

the founding of The World's Student Christian Federation. 

ee 
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Ve have followed the path of one man who, because of his 

Great work on such a world wide scale, led to the reception 

of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1946. The Lord had given much 

to His Servant, and in comolete realization that to whom 

much is given much shall be required, Mott gave his life. 

In conclusion, then, we might close with a short quo- 

tation written in 1922 by an Indian worker in the Young 

Men's Christian Association. It brings out so simply in 

one sentence what this project, in all its pages, has en- 

deavored to reveal, The Indian worker said that he "looks 

up to Dr, Mott as gifted with an overwhelming power to lead 

the students of all lands to consider the claims of God on 

their lives. "9 

seems 

7Ipid., p. 96. 
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