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not been contented with my plans and there has been a 
constantly increasing impulse in me urging me to devote 
my whole life and talents to the service of Jesus.| I 
at first warded off this prompting, but it gave me no 
rest and so for several weeks past I gave un and deter- 
Mined to see where the spirit would impel me. 

About the time I decided on this course I became in- 
timate with a young man of my age in the Christian As- 
sociation who was in the same frame of mind exactly as 
was I. We had several honest talks on the subject, 
read gome sermons on this line and also the Bible. I 
also recalled Bishop Simpson's Lectures on the call to 
the ministry. This all took place last term. I did 
not settle the point so I then went to God in prayer 
and night after night I implored Him to reveal to me 
in an unmistakable manner what He would have me do in 
this world. This term came and my prayer was unan- 
swered; lest week ovened uo and still I was in doubt; 
last Tuesday noon found me very earnest but yet vacil- 
lating. After dinner that day I went uo to study with 
my friend and although we needed every moment to get 
our lesson something foreed us back to the old question; 
and we did not look at a textbook that afternoon. We 
talked over the whole matter candidly and cooly, and 
closely examined each other. I never was so earnest as 
then in my life; it was the same with Grant, we went 
right down to the bottom of things and looked at our 
motives and in silence listened to conscience. Wine 
would say nothing but "Consecrate yourself to My ser- 
vice." We then went upon our knees and God told me in 
reply that I must work in His vineyard. ... 

Since that moment I have been free from a great load. 
- e « And now, dear parent, you who have done so much 
for me, pray that I may be kept pure in heart and in- 
spired with a love for souls. Theat your lives be 
spared to see me do much for Christ is my vrayer. 

Mott wrote this letter on Sunday night, January 17th, while 

Studd was still at Cornell. why should he write this letter 

in silence of the Studd visit? It is doubtful that it is 

because it meant little to him. It is quite possible that 

Sipig., p. 36. 
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Hott wanted his parents to realize that this was his de- 

cision and his alone. ‘Thus to make mention of Studd, the 

evangelist, might stir up doubts in their minds as to the 

sincerity of his decision. But whether the influence of 

Studd on Mott be over estimated or not, it may still be 

classified as a turning point in his life, but not nec- 

essarily THE turning point. Many factors contributed to the 

complete reversel. All of them may be attributed to the work 

of the Svirit through the “ord. 

Mott alse made an imoression on Studd. Before leaving 

the United States Studd wrote to Richard Horse, the General 

Secretary of the International Committee of the Young Men's 

Christian Associations in North America and said, 

Of 211 the students with whom I have come into contact 
during this tour among the universities, there is one 
man you have to keep your eye upon as a leader in your 
work, Mott of Cornell. 

Things in general seemed to pick up at Cornell for the 

rest of the school year. Spring was in the air and a new 

life seemed to surge through the school. Mott was asked to 

join a Bible class in the town church and some of his friends 

suggested that he get out and practice this new life in 

Christ. He began some intensive work among the local con- 

victs and spent many hours with them in prison following 

then up after their release. Although the results were 
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Meager, Mott does cleim some converts. Above ell it helped = 

to stabilize Mott's faith. The College Association as a ‘ 

whole aiso felt the results of the Studd visit. It became = 

a custom to meet every Friday afternoon for one-half hour 

for a prayer and conference meeting. The membership in- 

creased from forty to 150 under the presidency of Grant, a i 

close friend of Mott. In the Spring, the Association cane 

out with ite first edition of The Cornell University Chris- 

Sian Association Bulletin. Its principal content was on the 

Studd. visit written by Hott. . 

So went the firet yeer of Mott's college life at Cor- 

nell University. A great decision was made, a decision tc ; | 

glve his life to the Lord. I% was 9 decision that was to 

lead to many more great decisions and events in the course 

of his life.
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CHAPTER V 

THE MY. HERMON SUMMER CONFERSNCE OF 1886 

Before the first year st Cornell University can be 

Closed, it 48 necessary to review some of the incidents 

that led to the Mt. Hermon Summer Gonference that followed 

the first year. In the history of the student Christian 

ovement thia was to be a summer never forgotten. It was 

to be 2 summer compared with the great haystack meeting at 

Williams College. The circumstances that led to the con- 

ference are of special importance and of particular interest 

4s the influence which three men had on the coming con- 

ference. They are Luther Wishard, Dwight Moody, and a 

young student by the name of Robert Wilder. The necessity 

of going into this conference in detail is warranted by the 

fact that the vroduct of this summer conference was to be- 

come one of the major concerns of our subject, John Hott. 

it was Luther Wishard together with the Dodge family who 

worked for a student organization within the Y.H.C.A. It 

Was because of the work done by the Princeton University 

Christian Society, where he was studying, that the inter- 

collegiate department of the Y.!.C.A. came into existence 

back in 1877. Wishard was then elected its first traveling 

Secretary. Wishard, like Mott, was a man filled with the 

dream of « united student world. At the 1881 Y¥.H.C.A.
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convention Wishard received permission to correspond with 

colleges in the Orient. He also achieved much work which. 

led to unification within the year 1883 with British col- 

lege grouos.! his dream of Wishard, the dream which 41s 

yet not too clear in Mott, 1s to become an influential 

factor in this coming summer conference of 1886. 

Before we enter the summer conference itself, we should — 

review the Life of another man, namely Dwight L. Moody, the 

evangelist, and the leader of the already vonular general 

summer Bible Conferences. Already in 1858 Moody was active- 

ly engaged in Y¥.4.C.A. work as the president of the Chicago 

Association. However, his evangelistic abilities were gain-. 

ing him much fame. It grew to the point that by 1871 he had 

to resign from the Association in order to carry out his 

svangelistic work. Soon after Moody began holding general 

Blble conferences for Christian workers at Northfield in 

the Connecticut Valley where he lived. During the summer of 

1865 Moody and Wishard accidentally came together at the 

Summer conference. This was the same conference attended by 

Studd. Wishard suggested to Moody that an all<student con- 

ference be held on similar lines as the Christian confer- 

ences now being held. It took much persuasion on the part 

of Wishera. After much hesitation Moody agreed and invita- 

  

lRuth Rouse, The World's Student Christian Federation 
(London: 8.C.M. Press Ltd., 1948), pv. 31. 
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tions were sent out to the colleges and universities of 

North America. Moody was more interested in holding a 

Y.M.C.A. secretary conference but Wishard insisted on a 

strictly all-student conference. It is strange that Hoody 

should shrink back and hesitate at Wishard's suggestion for 

a Bible conference for college students.~ It seems as 

though Moody disliked holding college sessions because of 

embearraseament due to his lack of education. Yet he had al- 

ready held meetings at the large universities of England 

where he had converted great men like Drummond and the 

"Gambridge Seven." However, as was already mentioned, Moody 

accented Wishard's plan by April of 1886. 

The invitations sent out by Wishard to the colleges 

were auite attractive. They contained a circular which drew 

& tempting picture of the summer conference putting much en— 

phasis on the recreational facilities which would be present. 

The accompanying letter was drawn up also very appealing to 

the college associations.” After sending out the invitations 

Wishard and Ober, his colleague, set out in the Spring to 

visit the colleges and encourage the associations to send 

delegates. Ober was assigned to the New York area which 

  

2John R. Mott, Addresses and P of John R. Mott 
(New York: Association Press, 1946), I, 274. 

3Clarence P. Shedd, Two Centuries of Sapa Chr: 

Movements (New York: Association Press, 19 s DP. Seyret 
This 1s the text of the Letter. 
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included Cornell University. Upon his arrival at Cornell 

he net John Mott. A friendship was immediately establisned 

and the two worked hard in acquiring ten delegates from 

Cornell. At the start only one: delegate was requested from 

each college but because all colleges did not respond the 

number of delegates was increased and Cornell was allowed 

ten. In a letter written home Mott had said that the in- 

Vitation to attend the Mt. Hermon conference was referred to 

him by the members of the Cornell Association, for it was 

mentioned in the invitation that only one who planned to be 

at sehool for at least two more years should be delegated to 

the conference in order that he might return to carry on the 

work, Mott's activity in the Association made him the best 

representative, particularly since he had two more years of 

school. The significance of this choice is well brought out 

in the remark, 

It staggers one's imagination to picture the signifi- 
cance to the religious and missionary life of the world 
of the persistence of both Wishard end Ober in securing 
the attendance of these two students Mott and Wilder 
from Gornell and Princeton to this first summer student 
conference.4   

Immediately the Cornell Association began preparing for the 

conference. The fifth issue of the Association Bulletin for 

the month of June had an advance description of the coming 

conference. In one of the articles Mott portrayed the leader 

_ eR SSE ANSE 
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of the conference, Dwight L. Moody, as the greatest man of 

the century.5 

Moody planned the conference for approximately four 

weeks beginning July 7th and ending on August lst. There 

were to be but two hours of study in the morning and much 

recreation in the afternoon. This was in consideration for 

ths students who had just completed 2 school year. However, 

this free time was a great asset for the success of the con- 

ference. It allowed the students to hold many informal con- 

versations with the important speakers present. The general 

program for the conference was in this order: At 8:00 a.m. 

the discussion was to begin, Bible scholars were obtained to 

Give the lectures, mueh recreation would continue with in- 

terspersed conferences, these would culminate with an out- 

door sunset meeting. The principal discussions at the con= 

ference were on the devotional meeting, the duties of the 

officers and committees, mission work, the tihite Cross Army, 

and the Bible training class. Such ea simple and yet effec 

tive program as this can hardly be compared with the present 

detailed conferences and sectionel meetings of the Student 

Volunteer Movement conventions. © An hour every morning a 

Small group of young men met with Wishard to discuss methods 

of how to work with their fellow students. This was another 

  

SMott, op. olt., III, 8 

Crpid., p. 9.    
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of the informal yet effective groups that made for the suc- 

cess of the conference. As for the group as a whole, there 

Were present students from Dartmouth, Amherst, Yale, Cor- 

Nell, Randolph, and many others. The gathering toteled 251 

lien, with 89 schools representing America and Ganada. 

During the conference Mott took very careful notes and 

in the afternoon would copy them in ink and underline what 

he thought the most pertinent with red ink. His copious 

hoves totaled 132 wages. Hany of these pages were snalyses 

of the speeches. We devoted much of the book to Moody's 

Bible talks. ‘The key note of the conference as it is found 

in Hott's notes was "He that winneth souls is wise." Mott, 

trying to keep the other nine representetives from Cornell 

close together, would, at the close of every day, gather 

them together, discuss the material from his note book, and 

proceed to form a working policy that could be used at the 

next school year. 

The third man now enters the summer conference picture. 

His name is Robert Wilder, a name to be remembered through- 

out the entire student world as one of the great pioneers of 

the student Christian movement. Great Britain and the 

Scandinavian countries especially owe much to him. Wilder, 

like Wishard, wes also from Princeton. He was the son of an 

Indian missionary. In 1683, just three years prior to the 

summer conference, he, with the help of a few others, began 

@& missionary volunteer movement among the students of Prince— 

 


