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of the J)l:'oleta:r:1.at u the redemption ot aoolet7. but they re­

fused to give descriptive content to that phase or. hiatm-7. 

The means of achieving that history waa thell" concern. But 

111 the veey p:rooess ot setting forth the meana. Jl&l'X and 

Engels allowed themselves an oocasional ta.l'-ott glance into 

the Pl"om1aed land. And tlle1r verr -judgment of exiatl111 con­

d1t1ons was a p:romise ot what the coming redemption would 

bz-ing. 

Engels setl3 i'oi-th the redemptive plan 1n a famous aec­

t1qn of ~-R_ueMing.33 The seizure o.1' the means of pro4uo­

t1on b7 society puts en end to the domination of product aver 

Pl'oducel.'I. Aneohy 1n soo1al production la replaced bJ' con­

ac1oua planning. The st~uggle tor individual existence comes 

to an end. Man .finally outs himself' ott :f.'ltcm the anlJilal 

world end enters conditions vhioh m-e really human. lfow man 

becomes conoc1ous mastei- o.1' natUl'e and aooial Ol'gan1z-at1on. 

It 1s onl;r f'rom th1a point that men. with .tu.11 oan­
sciousness • will f'ash1on their own h1atol"J'J it 1a 0D17 
fl-om this point that the soo1al oawsea set in motion 
by men will have. J>l'Gdaminantly and 1n cG1111tantl7 1n­
ci-eas1ng measure, the eff'eota willed by •n• It la 
humanity•a leap .f:rpm the :realm of' naoeaa1t7 1Dto the 
:realm or f'reedom.JII. 

And again: 

In Pl'Oport1on as anaroh.7 1n aoo1al production �v�a�n�t�a�h�e %  "� 
' 

llE:ngels. ~-Duebr1ng. PP• 309-10. 

J4Ib1d •• P• 310. 



23 
the pol1t1cal authm-1ty o.t the atate 4t'ea ·out. Man, at 
last the master oii bta 011'11 tol"Dl o.t aoo1al organ1sat:1an, 
becomes at thae!aame•: t ·s.me the lord over natur.e~ · h1• own 
maste1•--.fttee. 3~ • . 

... . . ·, . ,· 
Religion 

In the light o.t such· prophea7 and promise ocmmunl■m ob• 

v1ously take a on religious . cllmena1ons. It unfiinch1ngl7 aeta 

itself' up as t he p,ttoper objoot ot .taith. Sime th1• 1• a mat­

ter o.f great praot1cal a1gn1floance and sinoe lta att1tqde to­

ward z-el1g1on sheds light on lta doatz-lne o.t man, the wr1tez­

ahall b~i ef'ly indicate th;e attitude. 

The !!Pifesto says that law, morality, and z-e11glon are 

"so many bouz-geo!s Pl"&.1udlaea, beb1Dd wb1oh lurk 1n ~bush 

.1ust a.a many bourgeous intez-eata." And agalns "~ ahargea 

against C ommwi1sm made .tram a rellgioua, a ph1loaoph1oal, 

and, generally .from an 1deolog1oal standpoint, are not 4,eaerv-

1ng of serious c ons1del'at1on." 

Kai-x 1n the Capital make■ frequent re.tei-enoe■ to the 

Church, to Christianity and to Nllglon. Pm- the moat part 

tha7 are merely clerogatm-y aaldea or ocmneot1ona. Some o.t 

them are more than that. Par ■uiz the rel1g1oua worlcl la the 

Ntlex o.t the real world. 

Tha religious l'eflex ot the real world oan• 1n any oa■e, 

J5J'll1edr1ch Engels. ,ste-- U'toian and Sc1ent1.t1o 
(law Yorks Internat1dDal u. a a, 29 h p._ 75. 
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only then 1'1nally vanish• when tha PJ1&0t1oal z-elatlona 
or evel"J'day l11'e otter to man none but perreotly 1ntel-
11g1ble and 1•easonable n1at1ona with regaz-d 1so h1• 
f"ella.Rlll8n and to nature.-'0 

Mf111X quotes a Church of England olersyman by the name o~ 

Townsend .f:rom whom., Harx asserts., llalthua often copied pages., 

and mo 

8lor11'1ed mise:ry as a nece&alU'J' ccnd1t1on of" wealth. 
"Legal constraint ( to labom-) 1a attended with too much 
trouble., violence and nolae., ••• whereas hunger 1■ 
not only a peaceable., silent., um-em:l.tted preaal11'8., but 
as the most nat'L1!2al motive to industry and labour. it 
cal.le .fo:rth the most powerf'ul exe:rt1ona." Everything 
therefore depends upon making hunger pel'IIIAD8nt among 
the w01.,king class., and rm- thia., acoordlng to Townsend• 
the p:r1nc1ple or population, eapeolally active among 
the poor., p:rov1des. "It seems to be a law or nature 
that the pooza shonld be to a certain degree improvi­
dent. • • ., that there ma:, al W8f'B be soma to f'ul.1'11 
the most aervile., the .moat aord1d., and ti:¥, moat lg­
noble ottices 1n the oamnnmlty. '!be ataak or human 
happineaa is therebJ' much 1noreaaed, wh11at the more 
delicate a re not onl7 relieved fltam ,dru,fl8e19J" ••• but 
are left at liberty without interruption to pursue those 
ca111~s which are suited to tha1r various d1apoait1cma 
• • • it the Poor Law (• .. Marx) tends to deatroy the 
harmony and beauty., the &1Jllll,8try and m-der o~ that 
system ~hioh God and •atUl'e have eatabliahed in the 
world."J7 

llll'x B&JS that the Chllt'ch ot Bnglancl •will more read1l7 pardon 

an attack on 38 of 1ts 39 artlolea than on 1/39 o~ its 1n• 

aome •" 38 "Protestantism, by ohangf.zlg almost all 'the tradi­

tional holidays into workdqa. pla7a an important part 1n tba 

36-ar.x, Capital., PP• 91•92. 

l?Ib1d • ., P• 710. 
38Ib1d • ., P• 1,5. 
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senea1a of oapita1.n39 aonstnntly 11nk1ng the ohl.lPoh agalnat 

the workers. he 1nve1gha against Om-1at1ana who "show the1z­

Ohz-1st1an1ty by the hwn111ty with which they bear t~• cwer­

•wk. tha pza1vat1ons, and tbt hunger or othera.n40 

Engels,. 1n J.i'euerbaah elaborates aeve:ra1 times 1n aur• 

Pl'1sing detail on evolution of :religion. Ot the naw 1JOrld• 

l'Oligion, Cm,1st1an1t7, he simply aayas "Enough, the fact 

that ai'ter t wo h undzted and fifty ye.a:ra it was a state re-

11g1on shows that 1 t was a re11glon answering to the oiroum­

stanaes or the times. n41 Be makes this obae:rvatlon 1n Anti--
I>uehr!ne;: "Ch:r1st1an1t-, Imew only .2!!! point 1n whioh a11 man 

were equal I t..'1.at all were equally born 1n orlglnal sin. • • • "42 
Commenting on oammuniam 1n the early church, Engels ••­

or1bes this to sect sol1da:r1ty and points out that 1t rapidl7 

ended this pi-actice.43 

39Ib1d., p. 303, footnote. 

4°Ib1a., p. 291, footnote. 

l&lzngela, Feuerbach, P• 120. 

~ngela, !9ll-puehring. P• 1]4. 

43Ibtd. In tm 1nt:roduat1on to 8~1a11am, Utop1~ J!!!!i 
Saient1ric, Engels al.a O OOlllllltDtll on VIII' OWi Sanobea 0 
cSlateiiciam. The Roman oatholio Churoh - "the great 1ntez-­
nat1cmal centre or .teu4a11am. • • • It aUl'Pounde4 .tewtal. 1n­
at1tut1ons with the halo or divine oOD11eoratlon •••• n(16) 

"'l'he Lutheran ref'Ol'mat1 on p:poduaed a new creed 1nde•4• 
a religion adapted to absolute moD81'oh7. Bo sooner RN the 
peuanta of lfo:rtheaat O•l'IIIIIDY oonverted to r.11tbei-anl11m than 
the:, nre b-am f'l-eemen :raduoad to aarta. 

n:aut where Luther failed, Oalv1n wm the dq. Oa1v1n•• 
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Almos t wi thout exception rel1glon la depleted aa openl7 

hostile to t he interests ot labor. Rel1g1on 1a bad even 

when 1t appe8l"a to side v1th needs ot the workers. aa the 

Manifesto secaat1oally observe•• 

Nothing i s e asier than to glve Christian aaaet1a1am a 
Soc1a l 1et tinge. • • .• Chr1atlan Soc1al1am la bu.I the 
holy r,ater with whioh the pr1eat oonsearatea tbe mart 
burnings of' the azt1atocrat. 

It :ta o~ groat a1gn1f'1oanoe that llarx and Bngela oppose 

any outr,.ght persecution of religion. Engels is q\11.te pointed 

1n ~is :res pect. 

BflJIX• Duelut:1.ng , however, oannot wa1 t until religion dies 
thi u nat m"al death. He proceeds 1n DIOl'e d••~ootad 
f ashion . He out-B1amarcka B1smarokJ he decrees sharper 
May l aws not merel7· against oathollolam, but aga1nat 
all :reli gion \Vhatsoavel'J he 1no1taa Ma gendarmes or 
the f utut'e to attac~ re11g1on, and tharebv he·lpa .lt to 
ma?it y:rdom and a prolonged lease or 11fe.114 

In the l ight of subsequent b1at01'7 th1a la moat remarkable, 

and it has been a aouroe ot continued f'ltwstratlon ror aommu.-

creed was ona f'it toza the boldest or the bourgeo1a1e or hia 
t!me. His predest1nat1on dooti-ine waa the rel1g1oua expres­
sion of' the f'act that 1n the oommarolal world or ocmpet1t1on 
auaoeas or failure doe a not depend upon a man• a aot1v1t7 m­
oleYerneas, but upon clr·oWDStancea unccmtrollable bJ' him. • • • 
While German Lutheranism became a willing tool 1n the band& 
or pr1noea, Calvinism rounded a republ1o 1n Bolland and ac­
tive republican parties in England; and• above aJ..l. Saotlan4. 

"In Calvinism. tbs aec,and eeat bom-geo1a upheaval round 
its doctrine ready cut and di-1•4!"(17-18) 

Intei-eatingl.7, the onl7 ravorable mention the writer 
oould find 1n Capital on allJ' NligUm or re11g1oua leader was 
a lo:ng 1'oot;i.oted guotiatlon i'l'OD Luther 1n which he denouaoea 
WIUnrB (pp.049-SOJ. 

~ngels, &!ll-Duehr1n,I, P• 34,6. 
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nlata. Berdyaev has 1nd1oated the lneptne■■ or cammanlat 

PZ"OJ)aganda aga1nat religion. 4S Bernard Pare• believe• the 

Bolabev1st attack aga1nat the ohUJ'oh waa the beat thins that 

aaulcl have happened to it., but he polnta out that auoh oppo­

a1t1on 1o alwqs aimed at the teaching ot ratth, not the pro­

feas1on of 1t.46 P&l'es quotes Lunaohal'aky, the ConaSaaar ~ 
Eduoat1on \.7ho led the attack in the earller day■ or Sta111u 

"Religion 1s like a nail, the harder you hit lt the deeper lt 

goes i nto the \Voo4.n47 

Is Man Determined or Preat 

Um-a s e.1d that · ,his atand-po1nt "oan lea■ ~ any other 

make the 1nd1v1dual responsible to.,, relations whoae oreatUl'e 

he socially remains, however muah he mq aubjeot1vel7 ra1ae 

himself above them." And DJgela oallecl the rem-gan1zat1on or 

•oa1ety "human1tyra leap .from the realm or neceaalt7 into tha 

realm of freedom." Ia man then wholly detel'llllmdt Or la he 

■tlll allowed an area of .freedom and reaponalb111ty7 

Venable points out that the mater1al1am ot Marz la d.1a-

1ect1cal, not mechanical., and this • le&Te■ rocm tme human 

4Slf1colaa Berdyaev, The oz-Hin .or Ru■a1an Cmpmunlam (Lon­
don: Geoffr,- Blea., 19371,"'pjj. i -&,::-

46Be:rna:rd Pa:rea., Ruaaia., ( ll'ew York1· !'be Bew Ame:rlcan Ll• 
WIU'J', 1949), PP• 109, 72~ 

47 . 
Ibid., P• 110. 
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action provided this 1a unde11stood u 1nteraot1on in tePIIII or 

a P1Ul'aliat1o causality and not the 11hollaw ab11traotlon" or 

"cause here. e.t.foct hel"e.111&.8 Venable oonolude■ that man 4oe■ 
have a hand in his daat1ny methe11 he 11kea it or not, an4 

the question 1s one o.r intelligent uae. Th1• 1a a ocma14erate 

1ntei-pretat1on of Mlll"x, but it d1.t.te1111 only 1D empbaala, 1t- ·1t 

d1tte11s e.t all, from 1ntel'pretat1ona o.r mode:rn orthodox Ocmmu• 

n1ata. Stalin says that social ldeu, theOl'le■, vlewa, and 

pol1t1cal 1nat.1.tut1ona have thell' 0111g1n ln matterJ but re­

garding their m1gn1.t1aanoa, 11hlat01'1oa1. materialism, r.azt fram 

dan7111g them, atressaa the i-ole and lmpm-tanoe or the■e rao­
tOl'a 1n the 11.te of society, 1n lta hiatal'y."49 And Bmile 

BIU'ns says that h1atc:r1bal mater1al.1am la 

not a materialist 11detel'Dl1nlam11-the theGl'J' that man•• 
aot,.ons are absol-Utely determlned by the matei-1al 11'019ld 
Bl'ound him, On the contrlll9J'; man•• aotlona, am the 
material o11anges wh1.oh the■e aotlona br118 .abou.t, &N 
the pi-oduot pm-tl7 o.r the matel"ial wo'ztld 011talde blm, 
and partly of hi a Olffl knowledge o~ hmr to c, ontitol the 
material wm-ld. But he only get■ thla kncnrledge through 
experience o.t

0
tm mate11lal wGl'l4, wh1oh, • o to apeak• 

oomea .t1rst.5 

~ there is a difference· •;in emphuia betnen Venab1e &114 the 

latter two 1t 1s not unimpOl'tant. The p11oblem or detel'lll1nlam 

1n Ma:i-x1sm is one wh1oh bu been a ■are spot almoet from 1ta 

48venable • .21!• J:!l•• pp. 190-91. 

49sta11n • .!!I!• olt • .- ~- 22. 

S<>.Emue Bur~i. What 111 MU!X1■m7 (Bambqs People•• Paab-
11■h1ng Bouse. 1945)'i"PIS, lo-:U:: 
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inception. Austin Lew1as, writing 1n an 1ntroduotion to a 

1903 edition ot Peuerbaoh, tee111 oonatra1ne4 to oa11 atten• 

t1on to "model'n11 developmnta 0 1n the cl1reot1on ot :P1g141ty 

ot interpretation, md to the exqgez-at1on or tha woad tha­

or7 or the pr edom1nance ot the eoonamio taotor lnto a hard 

and f'aat doctrine of eaonam1o detenin111m. tt5l Lew1a ~·oe• on 

to quote an art i cle by Eng~la dated 1890 ln whioh he oan­

teasas that he and Mu;x · 81'8 pai-tl7 z-aaponaibla tor the taot 

tm.t "younger men have sometimes lald m01'9 atr••• on the 

ecanom1c s i de than it desel"V'aa.11 Since tbe7 WN t'i'equentl7 

attacked on this point tba7 talt lt neoaaa1117 "to emphasise 

tba dominant p:r1no1ple· denied by them," and he repeta tbat 

this may have caused the
0

m to lgnae other ractara.~2 In a 

letter to a J. Bloch da:t•d the aame J&&r Bngela aald:1 

Aocording to tb9 •tar1a11at oonoeptlan of hl■tat-J' the 
detei-minins ele-.nt 1n hiata.-7 la ult!lllatelJ tm paduc­
tlon and reproduotlon 1n real lite •••• f therefore 
eomebod:y twists t.Jlls into tbe statement that the .eoano­
m1c element is tba onlJ determining one, he vw.torma 
lt 1nto a meaningless-, abatraot an4 abalU'd phrue. ~ 
eoonomlo situation. 1a the bu1a, but tbe various eleMnta 
of the auperatruoture--pol.1t1cal tora or the olua 
struggle and 1ta oonaaquanoea, oonatltutlcma eata'bl111hed. 
by tbe v1ot0l'1oua olaaa atter a auooeaatul battle, eto.-­
rorma ot law--and then even the z-etlexea ot a11 tbeae 
actual stl'Ugglea 1n the bl'aina ot the o•ambatanta1 poll• 
t1cal, legal, ph11oaophloa1 t:baorlea, re11g1oua 1deu and 
their further developnant into ayatema ot dagma-•alao ex­
ercise their 1ntluenoe upan the oourae o.t the h1ata:-1oa1 
struggles and 1n many ouea pi-eponderate 1n detemtn5ns 

S1Auat1n Lewis, in· Peuai-baoh, bJ' Bngela, P• 19. 

S2Ib1d., P• 2.$. 
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thea form. There 1a an 1nteraot1on of' all these ele­
ma( nta. -m-wh1ch. amid all the end.lea■ hoat or aco1clenta 
!~.!.•• of' things and events whoae 1rmeroonmot1on 1a 

so :remot e o:r so 1mpoaa1ble to prove that we regard .tt 
as absent and can mgleot 1 t), the eggnomlc mcwe•nt 
finall y a sse:rts 1taelt as neoeasary-.5j 

So ultimately, no natter hCJR highly the 1nteraot1on or other 

faotore are :regeded, there 1a the retU1'D to the econamlo f'ac­

tOl' Whioh "finally asserts 1taelt a■ neoeasary.• wr.tt1ng to 

an H. Stai-ke nburg f'ou:r years later Engels. makes the point 

even moi-e plair,. 

Men mskB their h1atcry themaelvea, but not aa yet with 
a coll ective will or aooo:rding to a oolleotlve i,1an or 
oven 1n a definitely defined, given 11oalet7. !r&.e1z- ef'• 
f'o?'ts clash., and for that vel'J' :reason all auoh aoof.etiaa 
are governed by- neoeaa1ty. wh1ah 1■ supplemented by and 
appea:rs u.ndei- thi rorma of' aoo1dent. The nece■■1t7 
which hel'"e asserts itself' amfcia£ ail aooldent 1a again 
ulti mately econom1o neoeaa1ty. '.rh1a 1a where the ao­
called great men come 1n f'm- treatmant. !rhat ■uoh and 
such a man and preoiaely that man arl■ea at that par­
tioulma t i me 1n that given country 1• of' oourae pm-a 
accident. But cut him out and there will be a demancl 
tor a s ubstitute. and th1a aubatltute will be f'omid, 
good or bad. but 1n the long run be will be .found. That 
Napoleon. just that partioul&l' COl'a1can, ahoul4 have 
been the mili tary dictator whom the ""'nah ReJ)llbllc. 
exhausted by 1ta om war, had rendered neaeaa&r7, wu 
an accident; but that. 1t a napoleon bad been lacking, 
another would have tilled thB plaoe, la proved 'bJ' the 
f'aot that the man baa alwqa been found as soon u he 
became n&C8SSBl'J'• • • • 

So i11th all other aoo1denta, the appaNDt aoaldent■, or 
hist cry .!14 

Thia briqJs ua to a oruolal point ln the view of' Kam an4 

Engels regudlng the contradlotory tOJ1oea ~ tree4om and 

Slararz and lmgels, Carreapondenae, P• 475. 
S4Ib1d •• p. S18. 
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neaeaa1ty-- j ust this: for them there waa no aontra41ot1on 

at all. · but freedom was embodied 1n neaeaait7. llan la &ee 

not by innate independence or d1aaaaoa1at1on be m&J' ha.Te &om 

h1a St.UToundiDgs. but he 1a J."ltee to tbe extent that ba under­

stands what 1s necessal'y. 

Hegel was t he tirst to state aol'Notl7 the relation be­
tween free dom and necess111 • !o him• tnadm la tbe ap­
p:reo 1ati on of neoesa1t7. 1'eaea11t7 1s blind cml7 1n .U 
f81'1 as it 1s not understood." PNedom does not ooni'ralr­
In'tlie ai='eiii ~indspenclenoe of natUl'al la••• but 1n the 
knowledge o.r these laws. and 1n the poaalb111ty thla 
s1vea of aystemat1cally making them work towai-d definite 
ends. 'l'hil!I holds good in relation both to the lan or 
ext a111nal nature and to thaao which govern the bod.117 and 
mental existence of mn themaelvea--two olaoaea or lawa 
which we can separate f'rom each other at moat 0D17 1n 
t hought but not in real.1t7. Preedam ot the w.111 there-
1'0:ro 111eana nothing but the oapao1tJ' to make deo1aiona 
lVith real knowledge ot the sub Jeot. 'l'heref'ore the freer 
a man•s judgment ia in relation to a def'1n1te question. 
with s o much the g:reater neoeeaii. 1a the content of' 
this judgmant determined. • • • e4cm tbere.f'ore oon-
siats i n the aont~ol over otll'aelvea and over external 
natUl'e which 1s rounded on knowledge of' nat\ll'al neoe•­
sit7; it 1s the:refgre neoeaaai-117 a pJ'ocluot o.f' h1ator• 
1cal developmont.5) 

Kan finds freedom in :relation to the wal9ld or nature not b7 

trying to place h1mselt above the lan of natlll'e• but b7 d1a­

oove:r1ng those laws and hence ua1ng them for his own pur.poaea. 

If a man 1a inside and must go out of doors but hu no poaal­

ble -J' of detel'mlnlng what the weather 1a outald•• he admlt­

edly la conf"ronted w1 th numerous poaa1ble aho1aea aa to what 

he ahoul.cl wear. zr. however. he knows what tbe weather 1•• 
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he· •7 have no l"8al cho1oe at all. Yet 1t 1■ in the latter 

1natance that genuine t'i-ae·dom obta1na. Thia 1• the aoi-t ·or 
tlteeclom that M&l'X and Bngels sought 1n 11111D • a ■oolal: l1'fe. 

Ian waa not moved. bl1ndl7 by meohan1o al oparatlona, .f'oi- man 

aouJ.d determine the real ·'bp1a and direot1on o.f' li.f'e, mid in 

co-operation with thia lmowledge becona a maker o.f' h1•tGl'J' aa 

nll aa a su.f".terer. In th1a piatLl1"9 man 1■ b°'11 a •i~t:lm ~ 

a hero, deterrmined and yet a wca-lcl•tran■t'Gl'mel'. Un4era~and1ns 

what 1s 11eoesBS1"J' he 1dent1t1ea hia aotlon with necaa■ity and 

hia rewra-d is freedom. 

Knowledge and Action 11n1te4 

Since 1 t 1s knowledge wh1oh trees man, than llba t ia 1 ta 

natui-e a11d content? The MBl'x1■t tbaQl'J' o.f' knowledge 1• ao­
t1v1et1c, and this 1s undoubteclly one o.f' it■ moat oompelling 

upeots, for- it makes the ooDIIIIIID1at ph11oao)lb1' or h1at0117 a 

dJDBmlc ono, one able to unite people fOl' action. We are 

aonti-onted with a rel1giows cei-ta1nt7 that olaima abaolute 

ao1ent1.t1c valid! t7 8l'1d witbin which la embodied a program 

ttll' aot1on. 

It 1a essential • • • to realise .f'l'om tbl outaet that 
llarx1sm does not ola1m :reoogni tlcm beoaue £t la balled 
on abstract moral p:r1no1plaa, but becau.ae it la true. 
And because it 1s tl'Wt, it oan be and ahou.ld be uaed to 
rld humanity .rm- ever or the evil■ 11114 mlaery whloh ar­
filct ao l'Dlm1' 1n the world to-clay, and to help men and 
woman .f'oW&l'd to tull developmnt in a higher t'oi-m of' 
aoclety.>0 
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It the communist philoa oJ>h1' ts not an a'batraot1cm. 'blat rooted 

1n tha materi al. 11f'e ot aoo1ety. then 1t 1■ evident that la­

bor plays a key role 1n producing the theoi-,1 in4ee4 1t 1.a 

not surprising that om cr1t1oiam of oapltaliam ta that 1t 

ei-ecta an az•t1f1o1al bB.l'r1er between manual and •ntal WCD'k.5'7 

Communists a aaert that the strength and v1tal1ty or ~heir 

J>h1losophy l ies in the tact that it never dlvCD'oea itself 

from the 2~eal lite of soo1ety.S8 either 1n origin or 1n 

pi-act1ce . 

In Ant:1.-Duehr1ng one ot Engels I conaerna la to unfold a 

sc1ent1f'ic e pistemology. He aeveN17 or1t1clzea the ph11080'! 

J>hers or tbs Fztench er.11ghtenment who propo■ed to subject 

everything to r11Srcileea rational or1tlc1am and produce a mw 

pa·ttezsn .for s ocie ty based upon eternal truth and juat1oe. 

They failed to tran.ucend the 11in1ta ot th.ail' OWl'1 e.pooh. "W• 

know today that this k1ngdca ot reaaon waa noth1J2g moi-e than 

the idealised king~cm or the bourgeoisie •••• n?9 80 evel'J' 

attempt 1n the field or aoc1al studies which entertain• eta• 

tic idea s is m f'alse ep1atemolog1ca1 po1mda. 

Political eoonoJQ' 1a theretdre eaaent1al17 a h1at,toa1 
solence. It deals with material wh1oh 1• h111£c.-io • 
that 1a. conatantl7 changing) 1t IIIWlt rust lnveat1gate 
the special laws ot eaoh separate ■tap 1n tm evolution 

S7Ibld., P• l,.2. 
9'8 

Stalin, .21!• .23:!• • P• 22. 

S9aigels, Am!•Duehrlng, P• 24. 
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or l)I'oduot1on and exohmga, and only when 1t hu. oaa­
pleted this 1nvest1gat1on w111 1t be able to eatab11ah 
the few quite general lan wh1oh bold good tor prodaat-
1on and exohange as a whole. At the au. t!me, lt goea 
'111 thout saying that the laws which are va114 tor- clef'1-
n1 te modas of production aJld torma ot exchange alao 

:~!a8~~P;:~U:~½0~1:!ri::aP:~1:!i.!:s:h1;!.!ii~80 
In Engels• vigorous etfoi't to de1t1107 oonttdence 1n man•a a­

b111ty to const:ruct systems and uncover eternal truths, he 

makes z ome l"emarltably mocleat claims. 61 Sovereignt7 ot thousht 

i-. oan•t bo real1ZfJd in W1sovereigD].7•th1nkins humans. A aeza1e• 

or :relative errors do not add up to unoond1t1onal truth. Bv•n 

1n inorganic sciences, Engels asserts, t1nal tzauth 1■ rare, 

though these are known as exact ao1enoea. Aa time goe■ on, 

t1naJ. and w.t1rnat e tl'uths bnaome relllll'kably l'lll'& 1n thia 

t1old. Even mathemat1co is 1n ti. l'ealm ot oontl'OYez-■7. Aa 

to the wgan1c scienoea, they are marked by "• lwcur1ant 

srowth or hypotheses." In orgmio natm-e there 1a af; iea■t 

a certain regular1 t7 1n tha observable phenmaana. but mat-

t111a IU'9 obviously much worse ln the b1atar1oai ac1enaea. 

Bera lmcnrledge 1• eaaent1a11J relative. 

How it is a rema:rkable th!Dg that 1t 11 pno1ae1J' 1n 
this sphere that we moat btequently moounter trutha 
whioh claim to be eternal• t.lnal and ultlmatse and. all: 
the rest of 1t. • • • This haa all happened. •o 1118.DF 
hundreds and thowsandS ot times that •• can cml7 feel 

60:n,1 ...;..__g., pp. 


