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into clogest relationship with feith, the moral walk in love,
the eschatological hope and fellowship (1:9-12).5 The end
of wisdom for Peul was not wiadom in 1itself, but wisdom
based cn the Apostolic werd, on the goapel (1:3-8), and on
the knowledge of "the grace of CGod in truth® (1:16).

The flrat allusion to the false teachers is Paul's
prayer for knowledge and his use of the term ;—,m;uwr § for
the usunl word Tor knowledge, rwigc‘g » CeBe, 1:9. The word
¥v&eis appears only once in Colosslans, i.e., in 2:3.
The falee feachers used the word yvi&e/§ in referring to
the "full knowledge" which they claimed %to have; in order to
emphagize the different quelity of the gospells "full know-
ledge” Peul uses instead the word i-". rrl/b—Vwa‘aj . Lange quotes
Yordaworth and showe that the word

is s full knowledge, mors than §vw oiS , it is s gift

and zrace of the Holy Spirit . . . gnostiolsm . . .

gavg theoretlcal gnosls, while the Apostle glves

ENiyrmais by his ministry. One perhaps is theoret-

i:g]g.e:jgd imoractical, the other a full and 1living know-
Lightfoot alsoc sees the "living" aepect in the term ln his

- 2 %
conment on the dative used by St. Paul in 1310, TH €Tiyrwds,

5_ZL‘Q;Q., D. ,500, For example, Peake points out in a
comment cn 1:9 Ciliy vw ¢L3 that the whole council of
God is not made known to us in Christ, but as verse 10 in-
dicates, the moral aspects of God's will "His wlll for the
conduct of our lives."

6Kar1 Braune, The Evistle of Paul to the Colosslang,
in A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, edited by John
ge'ger;.ange (tlew York: Secribner, Armstrong and Co., 1837),
XI, 6,
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He maintzins that "the simple instrumental detive represents
this knowledge . . . as the dew or the rain that nurtures
the growth of a plant."’ The knowledge which £t. Paul wishes
his readersz to have 13 = knowledge that grasps and pene-
tretes the will of Cod in every form of wisdom and spiritual
understznding (1:92), Peul uses e’m}vwms when he %talks
especlally of the knowledge that is received from God and
Christ ond when he contraste the partial J’Vl:;ﬂ'l S with the
comnlete c’nlifuwﬂ'ts .8

The errorists maintained that thelr yvﬁﬂ.\ was the
bagslec principle of the gospel. If one had the ‘rwsrg
which they nosaessed one was "eccmplete" in relationship to
God, ZPeul maintaine here (1:19) as in Ephesians 1:17, and
b:13, thet rv;: i instead of being the underlylng prin-
ciple of the gospel, or leaving us free from any ethical
obligationa (2:23) ie as Heffern states, "seen to be (28 in
1 Corinthians 13:12) a subordinate principle of light and
power, by which love, the outgrowth of faith, manifests it-

self in every good work under the inspiration of Christian

7J. B. Lightfoot, St. Paul's Epistle %o the Colossians
ggg _1{3 Philemon (Third edition; London: lMaemillan Co.,
1879), p. 113.

8 i’ﬂ/}rvw‘v"ls 18 used especially of the knowledge of
God and of Chriet as being the nerfection of knowledge in
Eph. 1:17; 4:13; 2 Peter 1:2; 2:20. Cf. also Rom, 1:21;
1 Cor. 13:12.
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The Poslitive Doctrinal Statement

-
AfSer using the word eMyvwTI§ for the knowledge

that is given to men by God through the Holy Spirit, and
Tthereby malking the subtle contrast with the knowledge that
the false teschers claimed, Psul moves on to the hub of his
presentation (1:15-20). He shows how completely superior
Christ is %o 211 things, spiritusl =nd physicz=l. Although
Paul's thought reaches metaphysical heights, his "purpose
is not nhilosophiecal, but to show how inferilor an imitation
religion of the heretices is in sstablishing a relatiocnship
with God, #10

The great emphasis in this letter 1z on the pre-emin-

ence of Christ.ll This should not lead us to think that

SAndrew D. Heffern Avology ond Polemic Xthe NHew
Iegtament (New York: Méomlllan, 1922), p. 268.

1040rbert A. Streufert, "Christ the Lord of All," un-
gg?g%ahed zachelor's Thesis (3%t. Louis: Concordia Seminary,
s P O,

1l7epnand Prat, The Theology of St. Psul, translated
from the first edition {London: Burns, Oates, and Washburn,
Ltd., 1945), I, 281l. Prat has headed this letter "Christ
must be pre-eminent in all things" (Col. 1:18) and has also
headed the companion letter, Epheslans "Christ 1a all in
211" (Ool. 3:11).
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hope, "¢

The Pogitive Doctrinal Stotenment

> /
After using the word S/{gvenTLs for the knowledge

thet is pgiven to men by Tod through the Holy Epirlt, snd
theraby making the subtle contrast with the knowledge that
the falae teachers claimed, Yaul moves on to the hub of his
pregentation {1:15-20), He shows how completely superior
Chelet ie to 21l things, spiritusl and physical. Although
faul’s thought reaches metaphysicsl helghtz, his “purbose
is no% philosophiczl, but to show how inferlor an imiiation
religion of the heretics 1s in establishing a relationship
with Gea,"10

fhe great emphasis in thie letter 1z on the pre-smin-

ence of Chriast.ll This should not lead us to think that

[ ]
“Andrew D, Heffern, Anclogy nnd Polemic Zhe low
legtanent (New York: Féemillan, 1922}, D. 26%?

10ugrbert A. Streufert, "Christ the Lord of All," un-
gg;%%eheﬂ 2aehelor'a Thesis (8%. Louls!: Concordia Seminary,
s Pe Oy

iyernand Pret, I Theolozy of St. Fgul, translated
from the Tirst edition (London: GSurns, Oates, end Vashburn,
Ltd,, 19k5), I, 281. Prat hos headed this letter "Christ
must be pre-eminent in all things® (Col. 1:18) and has also
headed the companion letter, Ephesians “Christ 1ia all in

al1" (0010 '3=11).
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Paul is forssking the themel? of the love of God which he
hea preached since his early ministry. Although he shared
the belief in the angels, spirits, and celestial povwers, he
would let nothing come bstween men to separate them "from
the love of God which i1s in Christ Jesus, our Lord" (Romsns
8139). In Colossians, the zim of Paul is the same; namely,
that the Colossiane would not lose their "reward? (2:18),
which is Christ Jesus. ‘He flatly states that he is writing
nothing new to them (1:3-6,23),.13

Paul's use of the names of Jesus Christ elso points up
the zim of his letter to siress the pre-eminence of Christ.
Throughout the letter the name. I‘)]o"aﬂ's is never used alone,
but either yfmr'ro's or Mu'/.ua S are eppended to the name.
It is also important that in the body of the letter, I%duds
wvhen used, always Tollows either NJf“’S or )(f""rals (ef.
1:2,3,4,28; 2:6; 3:17). The kingly title of our Lord,

122awin Lewls, "Paul and the Ferverters of Christianity,"

Interpretation, II (April, 1948), 149, Lewls states o. 147,
"+ « « heart of the letter 1g nothing new az Paul flatly
states (1:3-6,23). The all sufficiency of Christ, both as
to who he is in himself and as to the character of the re-
demption which he made possible for 21l mankind. This has
been Paul's theme from his early ministry.

13Ernst Percy, Die Probleme Der Kolosser Und Epheser-
- 2 4 Ep e
%Lgta‘_q, (Lund: C. W. K. Gleerup, 1946), Fercy states p.

; "Wie in allen Paulusbriefen sammeln sich auch in den
Kolosser- und Epheserbriefen die verschiedenen Gedanken um
ein und dasselbe Zentrum, neemlich die Erloesung in Christ-
us; alles andere, Christologie, Anthropologie, Kosmologile,
Angelolegie 1et durchaus von der Auffassung vom Hell be-
stimmt, "
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y{" "’“7'9'5 occurs nineteen times alone and in all but one
Oase.y" 1t appenrs in combination with the term ‘.T'yo-m}' § .
Paul misses no opportunity %tc nlace the doctrine of the
Lordship of Christ prominently before his resders.l5

The Posltive Doetrinal Statement serves a dusl purpose
for Paul. Fire%, it presentz the significance of Chriet in
hle relation %o Cod and erestion in a grand manner. GSecond,
he designs his sHatements in such a way that they indirectly
attack the heretical position of the erroristse. In fact, so
clearly dild Paul Trame the doetrinal statements to counter-
act the gnostic teachinge at Colossae that a3 Heffern points
out, numerous commentators came to believe that the Epistle
to the Cologsians was not a genuine Psuline epistle. It
ceme to be regarded as a deutero-fauline epletle, written in
the second century %o attsck the "set gnostlc systems of
thet day. 16 Paul was able to use in his doctrinel state-
ment terminology borrowed from the errorists for he was
femiliar with the cults and religious practices of the day.
Angus péints out that Paul's long residence at Epheaus mus$t

have brought him, through his converts, into close touch

%601, 3:17. There is good manuscript evidence for the
eddition of Xpsorols

15peake, op. git., p. 496.
16gerrern, op. eifi., p. 270.
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with the i1deas of the Mysteries.l7 Lewis notes that Paul
hed emple opportunity teo bscome familiar with every false
teaching.
Paul had = power of perception, scquisition, and dlg-
erimination, which was a result of his early training
and dlsclpline. He underatood the CGrecian Jews and
many wers asmong hls close friends. He could not have
disputed at Ephesus long without coming into contact
wlth Helleniam and 1%ts modification; nor could he have
dlsputed at Corinth for eighteen montha, & cross roads
of the world, and not met every form of phi%osophlcal
and relligious thought extant at thet time.l
Paul's uge of gnostic terminology is not the first time (e.
g+ Romans 11:36; Galatiane 5:15-23) that terms borrowed from
Hellenism heve served as vehicles for the Holy Spirit in the
oresentation of the gospel to all men, 19
Yhen Paul uses terms and combinatlions such as wwv rr-y’_.
prov (1L:26,27; 2:3), or Jp’oxznfou/u/u -sfvo/ :m\a TV AeWvwy
) ~ ’ (4
(1:26), or ¢9-=1 Tavpoe Tys Topixs (2:3), or yYwWOoEWS
4 (]
':”""‘f‘”‘i’“- (2:3), or sharing in the ,7,\-7[".:/4“.(2;9,10),
"he is using terms employed by the gnostics not only to tell

of the gospel message dbut also te show his knowledge of the

175, an 135 g ; Graeco-R
« &ngus, The Heligious Juests of the geco-Roman
Yorld (London: *John ¥urray, 1929), 0. 167.

18rewis, gn. git., . 150.

19Raaford, on. elf., r. 60. "The indirect references
can only be ugsed tentatively and provisionally. It ls poa-
sible that in some cases St. Paul 13 not laying any deliber-
ate emphasis on & particular point of Christlan truth, and
g8%11l less deliberately countering any particular point 1in
the heresy. Yet even here it is permissible to see an
actuarl, even if not an intentional, answer to some heretical
view of which we have evidence elsewhere in the eplstle."”
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gnostic heresy which was troubling the Cclosecian congrega-
tion, 29 '

Threae important terms 1llustrate Paul's use of the er-

Ve
rorists’ vocsbulary. The /uuc"?"yf-;ar was & term applied %o

certain systeme of teaching and worship during the time of
5%, Paul. It wes most 1likely used by the false tesachers to
express their cleim to an esoteric knowledge acquired by
visions end revelations.?l The content and end of these
mysterdes is =bly summarized by Lewls:

certaln seeret rites may both reveasl and symbolize the
manner and preeeszs of deliverance. Those who would
ghare this secret muet prevere for it by prolonged
nystery rites. The "mystery" is not for common eyes.
How cne moy die to the flesh, how one may rise agein
into the life of freedom, this is revealed to_one step
by step. The initlated begins to see by yvwc:g
what a hindrance the body really is. The spiritual man
(wveu wuarine’s ) 13 he who has come to true wisdom
(cog /e ). Through such knowledge and wilsdom he begins
to Touch the fringes cf the diving fullness, and to en-
ter into the hidden life Kpwvi7 oy .22

Secrecy always has an intriguing effect on fthe non-
informed, The old Greek "mysteries” are known to have at-
tracted scores of men seeking initiation.2? The seme at-
tractive secrecy was presented by the false teachers at

Coloszae, who invited the Christians to share in a greater

ZOLewia, op. git., ». 146.
2yeffern, op. olt., p. 268.
22Let~r:'l.e, op. eit., ». 149,

23 : .
H, C. G. Moule, Colossisn (Third edition;
London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1§§%§. P. 133.
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“mystery" then the gospel. The gnostics asked them to seek
knowledge from sources other than Christ,2l

¥hen Paul borrowe the term uverjesor ond uses 1t
in 1:25,27 and 2:2, he attempts to show his readers what the
true mystery really is. It i1s the indwelling of Christ in
the bellever (1:27), end in Christ the true knowledge
(Emiyvweois ) of God the Fether ia found (2:2). The full
assurance of understending ( ﬂ‘u;'sd‘ls ) is guaranteed the
Coloesian Christicne for in Christ (the e‘n‘t}w‘-‘ Ti5 of the
nystery of Cod) "=l1l the treasures of wisdom and knowledge"
are hid (2:3).

He is the Father's glorious Casket, in which are shutb

up all the mysterles and treasures of grace, »planned

and wrought by Him, that, outside Him, "eye hath not

seen them, nor have they entered into the heart of man

to concsive,®

By hls uze of the term /uuv'ﬂ]’,o:aw , Paul alsc directly
oppoges the exclusive, aristocratic spirit of the false "mys-
teries.” The ,uurr-.y;wor of the gospel, the substance of
which is Christ, is intended for 21l. It has gone out

? s ~ ~
Ev 7ar7Cc TW Kovwe , just ma 1t has come to the Colossians

(1:6). In ovposition to any inecquality of knowledge, i.e.,

that the common man has simple falth and the ellte have the -

higher rw:w § » Feul says that the gospel 1s an impertial

visdom (7rea Top /e ) (1:28) given to every man., JI#§ j3g

zuPeake, op. cit., p. 519.
25

E"Eoule. oD, gitn, D 12?-
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understood to mean (e teaching) free from restriction, 26

Té A< ©g (1:28) is another word perhasps borrowed by
S%. Paul from the errorists. This word wes associated with
the mysteries and was used to designate the person who was
fully intrusted with the secrets of the mysterles, 1l.e., in
Possession of the higher le:; gi§ . Thlsz term, then, weos
used to distinguish those who had reached completensss from
the "vulgar herd of believers.®2?

As 5t. Paul transferred the word réleio S to the con=-
text of the gospel, it acquired an entirely new meaning. It
1s Paul's exprezsa aim to present every man Ta:\ecow Ev
){/urrré'"} (1:28). In Christ every believer is T's’X el1e5
for he has possession of all the secrets of the Christian
faith. I% is posseible too, that Paul, aside from the con-
trast with the false teaching, intends to recall Christ's
use of -rs'.\ims in Matthew 1S:21, "Af thou wilt be perfect
(71;*9'05 ) sell all thou hest and give to the poor and
thou wilt have a treasure in heaven: and come and follow
me." Any execlusiveness which could be assoclated with the
word by the false teachers dissppears when Tékgaa; is
adopted into the Christisn vocsbulary by St. Paul.Z2®

Another word which 5t. Paul employs 1is ;170 /\U"’?" waly

261 3entfoot, op. eit., D. 170.

271ib1a., p. 171.
zalblg., p. 1é8.
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(1:1%). This slso appears to have an affinity with the mys-
terieas. When used by the erroriste it refers to the process
of communicating mystical secrets associated with angelology
(2:18). Once the initlated was in possession of the secrets
he was considered redeemed.
'
The word /75 )mrfawa'zj is used in every instance by
Paul to mean the deliverance from the wrath of God effected
for men through the death of Christ (Romans 3:24; Ephesians
1:8; 1 Corinthians 1:30). However, only in 1:14 Paul gives
P 4
2 precise lnterpretation of :ura/\ur(;wa-ls s ViZey -5’
2/ “lo g
AP ecs jw« 'E‘/“ﬂy‘-'““"’ . A2 Ernst Percy voints out:
Ohne Gegenstueock in den anerkznnien Briefen 1st es
aber, wenn der Begriff amoddTpw ois  Kol. 1,14 dle
appoalticnale Sestimmung 73+ auyu:'uf T d,ua-,crlwf
erhaelt; dieser Ausdruck kommt nasmlich sonst haeufig
im NT vor (Mt. 26,28; Mk. 1,b: Lk. 1,77; 3,3; 24,87;
Apg. 2,38; 5, 1; 10 LB, 13, 38, 26 18, daneben des
blosee u. 20-95 Mk, 3,29; Hebr. 9, 22 10,18), nur nicht
bei Paulus.?2
> ’
Peul, by this unusvally procise aZ7eAe¢Tpweots (1:14), aims
o make the positive point that there are no other methods
of redemption or means of reaching God than the free forglve-
nesg of ains given to all men in Christ Jesus.
The baslc problem which lay at the root of the false
teaching at Colossse was a perverted view of the medlation

between God and man.30 The doectrine of angelic mediators

29Percy, oo, eit., p. 85.
30Lightfoot, op. cit., p. 1.
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(2:18} wae substituted for Christ in creation (1:16) and the
function of Chriat in the realm of God's grace to men (1:20).
Paul'zs words in the Christologlesl section (1:15-20) seem to
be directed to this perversicn of the person of Chriet. He
refutes the false teaching by presenting the works and the
person of Christ as the mccomplishment of the Father's eter-
nel purpoee for redeeming mankind.31 Christ 1s emphatically
the subject of the entire passsge, as the relative pronoun
33 (1:15) indicates, by 1ts position at the beginning of
the sentence and the dependence of the entire passage (L:l5-
20) on it. Filson mekes an important comment on these verses
when he emphaslzes the dlstinctiveness of the content of
Paul's message, for here is seen "that Hew Testament combin-
ation of soverelgn transcendence and initiating grace worked
out in a view of fod both 28 Creator and Redeener, which is
not derived from or matched by the thought of the Hellenlatlec
world, "32

The gnostic prepuppositlon that evil resided in matter
led to a principle of duslism. OGod was the 7A y'(ﬂw/“—. the
fullness from which all thlngé proceeded. Hatter was separ-
ated from God and was created by Him through the medium of

an inferior demiurge or emanation descending from God, the

31Hefrern, op. cit., p. 211.

32p10yda V. Fllson, The New Iestement Azeinst Its En-
vironment (London: SCH Press Ltd., 1952), p. 34.
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”A"I;‘“’/"L. Thus the "Central Doctrine that unites maeny
disparate elements of gnosticism was salvation by the ascent
of the soul from the tyranny of the world powers to the su-
preme Grod and the blessedness of the freedom of the
- )‘7;""’/14."33 Since He was & men and agsocliated with
matter, Christ would be relegated to the poszition of = demi-
urge or one of the many lower crestures in this gystemn.
There is no indication in the letter that the false teachers
denied Christ, but they certainly implied the lnsufficiency
of ilis redemption as the scle medlator between CGod and man, 3%

In opnosition to the gnostic scheme of cosmolegy, Paul
views Christ in His present exalted state. In 1:15-17, Paul
makes reference %o the divine 1life of Christ, either in Him-
86lf as the el kwv (1:15) of the Father, or in His relation
To creation, before which He exlsted tl:ls) e ra;-oxoj.
He 1s the essentisl 1life of the creation for He 1s the ef-
ficient couse (8¢ a o Tol ), the preserver ( evaoTy ),
and the end of all oreation ( &is ®uTO¥ ), Christ, as the
#p w 70‘7"’4“’)' (1:15) 1s then the absolute heir and sovereign
Lord of 211 creation.

The word /7/°«’ 7070 4of conteine the idea of "dominion

over" and 1s = reference to the Lordship of the Son rather

33Heﬂ'ern, op. git., p. 212,

3%, 7. vohilfield, "A Few Remarks on Col. 2:18,19a,"
Congordla Theological Honthiy (June, 1937), p. 426,



