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23 
modern interpretation.) 

The Introductory Prayer 

In the letter to the Oolosaians, as 1n the other cap­

tivity letters, Paul begins h1s letter with a word of thanks­

giving for their f aith, hope, and love (1:415). He then 

follows th1s word of thanksgiving with an introductory 

prayer ror the knowledge ot God1e will, using a series of 
�~� '�� 

interwoven clauses. He asse?'ts that the knowledge, £ 1r, -

r V w er, 5 , ca1ne th1•ough the preaoh1ng of Epaphras. Their 

progress 1n the sp1r1tual lite will be by means of this 
�~� 

knowledge, f'or it contains frOfl"- • sp1r1tue.l wisdom to un-
, 

deratand the t ruths ot God, and rc.J v 'c. tr, .5 , 1ntell1genoe • 

the noetic faculty that grasps the ditterenoe between tl1e 

false and the true and comprehends relationshipa.4 'rhe pur­

pose of this knowledge 1a to lead them to a type of 11te 

that 1s approve,d by God and increases in enlightenment b7 
,, �~� 

God. W1 th £ rr I r,, w rr 1 .J comes a.n accompanying strengthening 

1n power f1•om the divine glory wh1oh prepares them to be 

saints in the Kingdom ot Light. 

Paul's introductory prayer ~or knowledge 1s brought 

3Lew1a Rad:t'ord, The Epistles of Colossians anc} lh!! 
i;n1stle to Ph1lemon,: ·festm1nater Commentaries (London: 
Methun and Co., 1931)~ P• 59. 

4A. s. Peake, na _Ep~st1e l2 lb!. Coloaa1ana, 1n ~­
:gpaitors Greek 'lestamentLondon, New York, Toronto: Hodder 
and Stought~n, 191?), ~II, 499. 



24 

lnto closes t r el a t1onsh1p 111th re.1th, the 1;iora l walk ln love, 

the eschetological hope and t e1lowsh1p (1:9-12).S The end 

ot wisdom for ? aul wee not w1adom ln itself, but wisdom 

based on the :i postolic wcrd, on the gos!)e1 (1:3-8), and on 

the knowl edge ot "the gr ace of God 1n truth" (1:16). 

The first ~llusion to the f al s e teachers 1s Paul's 
:, ~ 

prayer f or knowl edGe e nd his use of the term -e. rr I Y"'"' r!.S f'or -the usunl word f or knowledge, ('~Wf/"IJ , e . g ., 1 :9. The word 

"-rvw tr1.5 ap!,)ear s only once 1n Ooloss1ane , 1.e., in 2:3. 

'!he false tea chers used t he 't-rord yvwa-15 in r eferring to 

the 11ful l knowledge" which they cla imed to ha.ve; in oriler to 

emphasize t he dif ferent q,ue.11 ty o'l: the gospel• s 11f'ull know-
;J ., 

ledgeu ?e.ul uses ins tead the word Etr1r,wcr,_s. L2.n~-e quotes 

1ordsirorth a nd shows tha t the word 
""'" 1e a :full knowledge , more than ~l'w rr15 , it 1s a git"t 

and g~~ce of the Holy Sp1r1t ••• gnost1o1em. , • 
g,av9 t heoretical gnos1s, while the Apostle gives 
2n1r111.AJU-l,S by his ministry. One !)&rbaps ls theoret­
ical and 1mpraotical, the other a full and living ltnow­
ledge.6 

Lightfoot a l so sees the "living" aspect in the term 1n h1a 
"V ~ ,, 

comment on the de.tive used by St. Pe.ul 1n l :10, T]J 41fl ra,wf<S"-c\,. 

5Ib1d. , p . JOO For e:xam3>le, Peake points out 1n a 
comment on 1 :9 t a.·(r 11"" O"&:j that the whole council o't 
God is not made known to us. 1n Cm-1st, but as verse 10 1n-
41oates, the moral aspects ot God's will •His will tor the 
conduct of our 11vea.u 

6Karl Braune, ~he Enistle RI. l.ma1 .12 .:Ell. Colosa1ana. 
1n A Oor.'Jnentarx .9J1 lU Rw Spr1pturea, edited by J ohn 
Pater Lange (Nev York: Scribner, Armstrong and Co., 183?), 
XXI, 6. 
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He ma1nte.1ns that 11 tha simple 1nstrumentol. dat1Te represents 

this knowledge ••• e.s the dew or the ra1n that nurtures 

the growth of' a plant. 117 The knowledge l:h1oh st. Po.ul wishes 

his rea.ders to h~vo 1s e. knowledge that gt'aapa and pene­

tre.teei the will of God 1n every form ot wisdom and spiritual 
, , 

underst .nd1ng ( 1 :9 ). Paul uses Eff'f """cr1J when he talks 

eepeo1ally o~ the knowledge that 1s r.ece1ved trom God and 

Chris t ·nci. ~ben he contr ate the psrt1a.J. ("~trlj with the 
• ~ 8 

complete 'tl71f11Wa-1 S. 
"" 'f he error1s ts ma1nta1ned that their rvwrll t-1as the 

basic principle of the gospel. "'" I:r one hn.d the i II w tr, .S 

'h1oh t hey !)os ses sed one we.s "co!l!!>lete" 1n rela tionship to 

od . :?3.ul m.a1nt a.,.ns here (1:19) a s in Ephas1ans 1:17, and 

4:1) , t hc.t rvw er,~ instead of' 'being the underlying 9r1n­

c1ple or the goa:pel, or leaving us free f'rom any ethical 

obl1c;at10n3 (2:2:3) 1s no Hetfern statos, ''seen to be (as 1n 

l Cor1nth1ane 13 :12) a subordinate pr1no1ple ot light and 

power, by which love, the outgrowth o~ faith, manifests it­

self 1n ev9ry good work under the inspiration of Chr1st1an 

7 J. B. Lightfoot, St. Paul• s ED1&tle .12. lhl. Ooloss1ana 
.Arul.1.Q. Ph11emon (Third edition; London: Maom1llan Co., 
18791, p. 113. 

8 ::, I 
f.TT1r"'wrr1 .s 1s used eapeo1ally ot the knowledge ot 

God Bnd of Christ as being the perteot1on ot knowledge 1n 
Eph. 1:17; 4:13; 2 Peter 1:2; 2:20. Ct. also Rom. 1:21; 
l Cor. 1:3:12. 
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The Pos1t1ve Doctrinal Statement 

:, I 

After using the word ierr, t'""' V'• S tor the knowledge 

that 1s given to men by God through the Holy Spirit, and 

thereby making the subtle contrast v1th the knowledge that 

th.e t'alse tes.chers claimed, Paul moves on to the hub ot h1a 

presentation {1:15-20). He shows how completely superior 

Christia to a.11 things, s~1r1tual and physical. Although 

Paul 1 ,s thought r eaches metap~•s1ce.l heights, h1s 115>urpoae 

is no·t philosophical, but to show how interior an 1m1tat1on 

religi on of the heretics is 1n estnbl1shing a relat1onsh1p 

with Ood.nlO 

The grea t emphasis 1n th1a letter 1s on the pre-emin­

ence of Christ.11 This should not lead us to think that 

9Andrew D. H~ftem, Apology~ Polemic .1n le 1!D 
Testament (New York: Macmillan, 1922) 1 p. 26lr."° 

10Norbert A. Streutert, ''Christ the Lord ot All," un­
published Bachelor's Thesis (st. Louis: Conoord1a Seminary, 
1953), p. 6. 

11Fernand Prat, Thf Theolon .Rt st. ?!.ul, translated 
trom the t~rst edition LQndon: Burns, Gates, and Wash'blu-n, 
Ltd., 19hS), I, 281. Prat has headed this letter •Christ 
must be pre-eminent 1n all th1.nga1 (Col. 1:18) and has alao 
headed the companion letter, Ephesians "Christ 1s all 1n 
a11• (Ool. 3:11). 
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:i.be Poa!lt1ve Docti-1.n .. 1 6 t :teoent 

ft..:t't ei- uains t he 
:, I 

ord. snitvwfT!J for the kno~ledga 

tlP .t 1s given t o men 'by .-:lod trtr0ugb the iloly Sp1:r1t, and. 

the·reby mtt :1ng; t l10 {;ubtlf'> con'tr~ st • 1th tha linowledge tha1; 

tt,e r 1 se t ea,ober.& ol . ime , !f a ul mop,res on. to the hub ot h1a 

1>resentmt,!.on. ·( 1 : 1$- 20). i.e show& ho ii oornr,letely superior 

Chr1e.t is to all th1n,ga, sp1r1tual nd phyo1c 1. i1lthough 

=-' ul' thought r t. ches met aph.,rs1ce l lle1ghts , h1s ". urpooe 

1e not ;,hiloaoph1c~l, lY..it to sholc how 1nt'nr1or an 1rn1ta:t1on 

r .11~1 nor the heretics 1e 1n est a bliahln~ a ~ol&tlonsblp 

\11th Ood . ulO 

· ·he Great empl1r.s1& 1n th1s letter- le on the pre-era1n­

enoe of.' C?1I'1 s t.ll ~h1G .shoul sot leal u c to think that 

0 
"An re I e. J! .rt'em, ~pol,ggy D.W'l. .?oleplc Jin lDfL. llu 

·restl!Uaie.nt C 'et1 Y•ork: ., cru1llan, 1922), p. 261:f; 

lO .~orbert A. Stnutert, '•Ohr 1st the Lo:rd ot ,\l.l, P un­
publlshl!I& Bachelor• n Thesis ( st. Lou1,s, Conool'dte Seminary, 
195)), P• 6. 

l.1 •'em and ~ r ot. .i:b§. '£b101oq ,gt st. lm!l., tranalated 
t:rom the 1"1rst ed1t1onTLond.on: Buztna, Oatem, and \;'ashbUrn, 
Ltd., 19~,S), I, 281. ~ra.t has hea.de4 thla lettei- °Chr1at 
muot be cr,re-em1nent ln all tb1ngc,.~ (Col. 1:18 ) an.d baa alao 
headed the oomoan1on letter, Epheelane •obrlst la al.1 ln 
a11• (Col. 3:1i). · 
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Paul: 1s foraa.lt1ng the theme12 ot the love of God wh1oh he 

baa ~reached since his early m1n1stry. Although he shared 

the belief 1n the angels, ep1r1ts, and celestial powers, he_ 

would let noth1ng come bet111een men to separate them "from 

the love of God which is 1n Christ J esus, our Lordn (Romans 

8139 ). I n Colossi ane, the aim of ?aul is the s a me: namely, 

the.t the Coloss1ans 10uld not lose t heir "reward" (2:18), 

which 1s Chris t J esus . ·He flatly states that he 1a writing 

nothinfJ net-: t o them ( 1: 3-6 1 23) .13 

Paul's use ot the names of Jesus Christ also points up 

the ai m of hi s letter to s tress the pre-eminence of' Christ • 
., -r .... 

Throughout the letter the name ..1. ">I (J"o us is never used alone, 
I , 

but e1ther Yf Ht'TO') o:r 1'1Jf• 0.5 o.:re e.ppended to the name. ;,r ... 
It 1s al so irDpor tant tha t in the body ot the letter, .,,,trllUj 

I ~ 

lfhen used , a l ways follotrs either K"f•os or "jflfrTOJ> (cf'. 

1:2,3,4,28; 2:6; 3 :17). The kingly title ot our Lord, 

12Edwin Lewis, "Paul and the Perverters of Chr1st1an1ty, " 
Interpreta tion, II ( April, 1948), 149. Lewis states p. 14?, 
" ••• heart ot the letter is nothing new as Pau1 flatly 
states (1:3-6, 23). The all sutt1o1enoy ot Christ, both as 
to vho he 1s 1n himself and as to the character ot the re­
demption which he made -ooss1ble tor D.J.l mankind. This has 
been PaUl. 1 s theme f'rom his early ministry. 

13E:rnat Percy, Die Probleme Der ICo osse Und Epheser­
bfieft (Lund: o. w. K. Gleerup , 1946 • Pero7 states p. 
K, "W1e in allen Paulusbrieten aammeln sioh auoh 1n den 
Kolosser- und Epheaerbrieten die veraohiedenen Gedanken um 
e1n und dasaelbe Zentrwn, neemlich die Erloesung 1n Chr1st­
ua; allea andere, Chriatolog1e, Anthropologie, Kosmolog1e, 
Angelolog1e 1st durohaus von der Auttaasung vom Heil be­
atimmt.11 
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Yr lfT"To's oocure nineteen times a.lone and in all but one 

oase,ll• it a.ppea r s 1n oomb1na.t1on u1th the term ~I?)rrtJJJ. 

PaUl misses no opportu.n1ty t o ~l ace the doctrine ot the 

Lordship or Chris t prominently before h1s ree.ders.l.S 

Th e Pos iti ve Doctr1na1 St atement serves e dual purpose 

:f'or Paul. First,, 1t presents the s 1gn11'1cance of Christ 1n 

h1e r el a t ion "i;o God and cree.tion in a grand manner. Second, 

he des1gne his s t Rtements 1n such a wa.v tha t they 1nd1raotly 

attack t ha heretic .. =-1. po.a1 tion of the error1sts. In f'e.ct, so 

olee.rly d1d • a 11l f r ame t he doctrinal ste.temente to counter­

act t he gnoet:1c teachings at Colossae that eG !ie:ff'ern po1nta 

out, numerous commentators came to believe that the Epistle 

to t he Col oss1s.ns nae not a genuine Pe.uline epistle. It 

oe.me to be regar ded as a deutero-i>aul1ne ep1stle 1 written 1n 

the seconcl century to attack: the "set gnostic systems o-r , 

tha t de.y. nl6 Paul wee able to use 1n his doctrina l state­

ment terminology borrot-red trom the errorists tor he was 

tam111ar with the cults and religious practices of' the day. 

Angus points out tha t Paul 's long residence a t Ephesus muot 

have brought him, through his converts, 1-nto close touch 

14001. 3:17. There 1s good n10.nuscr1pt evidence f'or the 
edd1t1on of' .,(" lcr"Tdj • 

15Peake, ll.• Jlll• , p. 496. 
16Hetrern, ,gn. cit., p. 270. 
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with the ideas of' the iifyster1ea.17 Lewis notes that Paul 

he.d ample opportun1 ty to become :f'am111ar , ,1th eve:17 f"alse 

teaching. 

~aul had a power of perception, aoqu1e1t1on, . and dis­
or1minat1on, which was a result ot his early tra1n1ng 
and d.1so1pl1ne. He understood the Grecian Jews and 
many were among hie close f'r1ends. He could not have 
disputed at E~hesua long without coming into contact 
,,1th Hellenism and 1 ts mod1f"1ca t1on; nor could he have 
d1aputed at Corinth for eighteen months , a cross roads 
of the world , and not met every form of ph1losoph1cal 
and religious thought extant a t that time.18 

Paul ' s use of gnos tic term1no10~7 1s not the t1rst time (e. 

g. Romans 11::,6; Gal atians 5:19-2:,) tha t terms borrowed from 

Hellenism have served as vehicles :f'or the Holy Spirit 1n the 

pr esenta tion of the gospel to all men.19 

t·lhen Paul uses terms and comb1nat1ons such as p u a-T,'-
.J I I ,1 'II - , , 

f>IO r ( l: 26 , 27; 2 : 3)' or d.. lTO #f t(f cJ ~ I"' ,£.V~to' w110 Tultl ALWVt.llif 

(1: 26 ) , or fJ.,,,a-04.&Jfd~ -r,'j 0'4'fl~,S (2: ) ) 1 or ,~wtr-.w5 
) ,, ' 
•IIOl<f u fO'- ( 2 : 3), or sharing in the ,7A"J(Ml}A"- (2 :9 ,10), 

· he 1e using terms employed by the gnostics not only to tell 

or the gospel message but also to shol'I' h1s knowledge ot t~ 

17s . Angus, The Religious Questa Rt~ Graeco-Roman 
World (London: John Murray, 1929), p. 167. 

18Lew1s, on • .211•, p. 150. 

19Radford, Jm• Jl!.1l., p . 60. 11i'he 1ndireot references 
can only be used tentatively and provisionally. It 1s pos­
sible thnt in some oases St. Paul 1s not laying any deliber­
ate emphasis on a particular po1nt of" Ohr1st1an truth, and 
still less deliberately countering any particula r po1nt 1n 
the heresy. Yet even here it is perm1ss1ble to see an 
actual, even 1t not an intentional, answer to some heret1cal 
view ot ,.,h1ch we have evidence elsewhere in the ep1stle. 11 
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gnost1c heresy which was troubling the Co1oss1an congrega­

t1on.20 

'i'h:ree 1mportant terms 111uetre.te Paul's use of the er-
/ 

ror1ets• voos.bula:-y. '!hep c,,1rrr,r10~ ws.a a term a.ppl1ed to 

certain systems of teaching end. worship dur1ng the t1me or 
St. PauJ.. It wes most likely used by the false teachers to 

express their cleim to an esoteric knowledge ncqu1red by 

v1e1ons and r evele..tions. 21 The content and enrl. ot these 

mystei--1es 1s ably summarized by Lewis: 

certa in secret rites may both reveal end symbolize the 
mar,ner a.nd nrooess of del1verance. Those who would 
cl are t his eecret must prepe.re tor it by prolong-ad 
mystery r1·tes. The "mystei".f'' 1a not ror common eyes. 
Hew en may d1e to the flesh,. 1101:1 one may rise aga.1n 
1nto tha l1t"e of freedom, tb1s 1s :revealed to....,one step 
by step. The in1t1e.ted begins to see by rvw a-: S 
whet a hind.re.nee the body really 1s. The ap1r1tual. man 
( 71., ev,_µ ,,.r, l(o~J ) 1s he who hs.a come to true t11adom 
( a-o Cf 1,,;,. ) • Through such knowledge and v1sdom he begins 
to touch the fringes c'f the d1v1nf fullness, and to en­
ter 1nto the hidden 11f'e I<(' ,.,7r.-05 .22 

Secrecy a l w~ys has an 1ntr1gu1ng et'tect on the non-

1ntormed. The old G·reek t1mysteries·• are known to have at­

tracted scores of men seeking 1n1t1at1on.23 The same, at­

tractive secrecy was presented by the- false teachers at 

Colosaae, ~ho 1nv1ted the Ohr1st1ana to shRre 1n a greater 

20 6 Lewie• on. .Qll. 1 p. 14 • 
21 Ieffern, .!lll.• .oJ.1., p. 268. 
22 49· Le,de, .sm,. 91 t. , p . l • 
23a. C. CJ.. MoUle, 0olops1e.n styd1as (Thlrd edition; 

~ondon: Hodder and Stoughton, 1902 • p. 133. 
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•mystery" ths.n the gospel. The gnoat1oa asked them to seek 

knowledge trom sources other than Ohr1st.24 

'When Pa ul borrows the term p ~a-T71J f', o ,,,. and uses 1 t 

1n 1:25,27 and 2:2, he attempts to show his readers what the 

true myater~ really 1s. It is the indwelling of Chrlst 1n 

the believer (1:27), and 1n Christ the true knowledge 
:, , 

( 1.n-111,, ,cJc-15 ) ot God the F&ther is :round (2:2). The full 
~ 

assurance of understo.nc11ng ( cr~ve.cr,.5 ) 1s guaranteed the 
~ , 

Coloss i an Ohr1s t1,me tor in Christ (the £0''/'"wa-,.5 ot the 

mystery of Goc:I.. ) "ell the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" 

are hid ( 2 : :H • 

He 1s the Father• s glorious Casket, in t1hich are shut 
up all the mysteries and treasures of graoe, ~lanned 
o.nd •rrout:;ht by ff1m, that, outside Him, ''eye hath not 
seen them, nor have they entered into the heart ot man 
to conceive. 1125 

, 
By his use ot the term /'A u,Tl],ou,111, Paul also directly 

opposes the exclusive, aristocratic spirit ot the f alse nm.ya-, 
ter1ee." The I"' ur r7!Jt',,o II' of the gospel, the substance ot 

which 1a Christ, 1s intended tor nl.l. It has gone out 
a , ,.,, .__ 
IY n•o•Te,. T'1-" Nor,µ'!-', Just as 1t has come to the Coloss1ans 

(1:6). In opposition to &ny inequality or knowledge, i.e., 

that the common man ha s simple faith and the elite have the · -higher rvwrr, j , Faul ea.ya that the gospel 1s an impartial - , ..... 
1r1ad.om ( ll"'d"&\ ro 'f 1 ~ ) ( 1 : 28) given to every man. .11•5 1a 

24 Peake, .sm,. cit., p. 519. 
25Moule, .a,Q. git.,~- 12?. 
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understood to mean (a teaqh1ng) tree trom reatr1ot1on.26 
I 

Te.A~ l 05 (1:28) 1a another word perha:9s borrowed by 

St. Paul from the error1sta. Th1s word was associated with 

the mysteries and was used to designate the person who waa 

fully intrusted' with the secrete or the mysteries, i.e., 1n 

""' possession of' the higher I"""' OIJ • This term, then, was 

used to distinguish those who ,hed reached oomple~eneas from 

the "vulgar herd of believers."27 
~ 

As St. Paul transferred the word T£.\ t- a o ~ to the con-

text of the gospel, it acquired en entirely new meaning. It 
, :, 

la Paul• e expres s aim to present every man Ti.A~, 0 Y' £ Y' 
I 

In Christ every believer 1a r.., ~ • • 0 5 

tor he has possession ot all the secrets of the Chr1st1an 

faith. It 1s possible too, that Paul, es1de trom the con­

trast with the talee teaching, intends to recall Christ's 
I 

uee of T5.A.~105 1n . ·atthew 19 :21, ''it thou 111lt be per:reot 
-( Te,~,;;.a 05 ) sell all thou he.st and give to the poor and 

thou t'f'1l t have a treasure 1n heaven: and come and follow 

me." Any exclusiveness which could be associated with the 
~ 

trord by the false teachers disappears when r£A e.1 o; is 

adopted into the Chr1st1en vocabulary by St. Paui. 28 
~ ~ 

Anothel:' word wh1oh st. Paul employs is -.no ~u-rt1wd'IJ 

26t.1ght:roo~, .!m• o1t., p. 170. 
27Ib1d., p. 171. 
28 Ibiq.., p. 168. 
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(1:14). This also appear s to. have an affinity w1th the mys­

teries. ilhen used by the error1sts 1t refers to the process 

of oommunica t1ng ~yat1oal secrets aaaooiated with angelology 

(2:18) . Once the 1n1t1ated was 1n possession of the secrets 

he ,·1as cons,.dered redeemed. 
, '" , 

The word tAl1ti ~urrwo-1J is used 1n every instance by 

PaUl to mean the deliverance from the wrath of God etteoted 

tor men through the deeth ot Christ (Romans 3:24; Ephesians 

1:8 ; l Corinth1ens 1:30). However, only in 1:14 Paul gives 
~ , ,, 

n precise 1nterprettl.t1on ot rJo/Tl)A u r ~,,,.., rr1 J , viz., -,, 
~, .,_ 'C ~ 
olfl&cr1.s 7w r/ "I"~;-""'~ . As f..:rnst Percy points out: 

Ohne Gegens tueok 1n den anerkinnten Br1efen 1st es 
a bar, ,•;enn der Beurif'f' :,,. ,,.o >i cJ -r P w r,;1 s i<ol. l, 14 die 

0 ' ~, ... • ..... 
e.pposi tione.le estimmung r,-,,,, otf '-''>' r"",,,. ~ •~ TJ IAI,,, 
erhe.elt ; dieser Ausdruok komm.t naemlich sonst haeutig 
i m MT vor O t. 26 ,28; I.Jk. 1,4: Lk. 1,??,; '.3,3; 24,47; 
Apg. 2 ,_J8 ; 5,:31 ; 10,l:-3 ; 13,38,; 26,18; daneben das 
blosee :!'72.a-~ Mk. '.3,29; Hew. 9,22; 10,18), nur n1cht 
bei Paulus . 29"' 

;: I 
PaUl, by th!s unusually prnc1se rA 710A url°w r1s (1:14), alma 

to make the positive point that there are no other methods 

or redemption or mea ns of reaching God than the tree forgive­

ness of sins given to all men 1n Christ Jesus. 

'l'he basic problem which l ay at the root ot the false 

teaching a t Colossa:e i;as a perverted view ot the mediation 

betveen God and man.30 The doctrine or angelic med1etors 

29Poroy, .9:2.. Jal., P• 85. 

30L1ghttoot, .sm,. cit., p. 144. 
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(2:18) was substituted tor Christ in oreatlon (1;16) RDd the 

function ot Christ 1n the realm ot God's grace to men (1:20). 

Paul' s words in the Ohr1stolog1onl. section (1:15-20) seem to 

be d1rected to this perversion or the person ot Christ. He 

refutes the f alae teaching by presenting the work• and the 

person ot Christ as the accomplishment ot the Father's eter­

nal purpoee :ror redeeming mankind. 3l Christ 1,e emphatic:il.11 

the subJect of the entire !}asea ge 1 as the :relative pronoun 
c/ 
0 5 (1:1,5) 1nd1oo.tes, by 1ts position at the beginning ot 

the sentence and the dependence ot the entire passage (1:15-

20) on it. Filson makes ~n important comment on thes.e verses 

when he em~ha s1zes t he d1st1not1veness ot the content or 

Paul I s me,seage , r or here is seen "that .New =i'eetament comb1n­

at1on of sover e i gn t ranscendenoe and 1~1t1at1ng gi-ace worked 

out 1n a view of' Ood both es Creator and Redeemer, which 1s 

not der1ved from ox, m.':ltohed by the thought o't the Hel1en1stio 

world. 1132 

~he gnos tic presuppos1t1on that evil r esided 1n matter , 
led to a principle of dualism. God was the 17). "JfW/"'•• t he 

fullness from wh1ch all th1ngs proceeded. Matter was separ­

ated from God o.nd ,1as cres ted by Him through the medium or 

an 1111"er1or dem1urge or en1anat1on desoend1ng t"rom God, the 

31Hetfern, ,22. cit., p. 211. 

32F107d v. Filson 1 1m!, !ii!f 'l'estamenf Againaji !la En-
11ronment (London: SCM Press Ltd., 1952, P• 34. 
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n;?'J/°14>/l"• Thus the "Central Dootrine that unites ma.ny 

disparate elements ot gnost1o1sm wP.s salvation by the ascent 

of the soul from the tyranny of the world powers to the su­

preme God a nd the bl essedness of the freedom or the , 
71'>--,l'w~,1,.. 1133 Since He was e. man and assoo1ated w1th 

matter, Christ would be relegated to the poa1t1on or a demi­

urge or one ot t he ·many lower creatures in this •yatem. 

There 1e no indica tion in the latter that the raise teachers 

denied Christ, but they certa inly implied the 1nsutt1c1enoy 

or 1.iia redemption as the sole mediator between God and man.34 

In o:ppos1 t1on to th.e gnostic soheme of cosmology, Paul 

views Chris t in H1a present exalted atat.e. In 1:15-17, Paul 

makee r eference to the d1v1ne 11re ot Ohr1at, either 1n H1m-.. , 
aelt as i;he a, "' w ~ ( l: l.S) of the l!.,ather, or in. H1a relntion 

. ~ 

to creet1on, betore which He existed ( 1 :15) ✓✓rlAJ TOTO NOJ• 

!le 1s the essentia l 11:f'e of the creation tor He 1a the et­

f1c1ent cause ( &, ~ J i:'oO'° ) , the preserver ( , •• , .~r~ ) , 
.. , . 

and the end of all oree.t1on ( 1.,5 otuToll' ). Christ, a s the 
, 

llt9tu TDT0"'4•J (1:15) 1s then the absolute heir and sovereign 

Lord o:r all creation. 
, 

11Jie word llf',M r11ro A!e>J cont&1na the idea ot 11dom1n1on 

over•• and 1s n r eference to the Lordship of the Son rather 

33Hettern, .21!.• ,al!., p. 212. 

34r.,. T. Wohlt1eld1 "A ic"ew Remarks on Col. 2:181 19a, • 
Ponoq£d1a Theologioa;L Monthly (June, 193?), P• 426. 


