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the preach ing of t he Law. It la the Law wnioh effects 

contri t i on i n a nmn.47 T'a.e kno-wledge of sin makes s man 

a humble man, works contrit1onl and ~skea,1t possible tor 

s zr.en to come to forgi venes:s. 48 So 1 t 1 s th& t God brings 

nien i n unto Him. It is_ evidence of Godi a providence, tor 

withou't t '•lis r eckoning t he sinner mi ght go on in 1nd11'.ference 

ur1til it is too late.49 Under t i1e picture ot a king bringing 

a serve.nt efore h1msel.f, Oh1-tst describes ,:.mat happens when 

God• s Law i s preached to a rnsn and He is brought face to 

t sce with Go. The summons goes out and ?IJ$n stands facing 

:1n angered God. 

Tho Sinner :ls Made Aware of h is Great Debt 

It is said of the servant that he 1s debtor to the 

amount ot ·ten thousand talents. It the talents spoken of 

sre At t ic t s lsn ta, the debt of the man wss the equivalent of 

s:txty million days' wages.So It is generally agreed that the 

talent spoken of should be understood as t he Attic talent, 

rather thsn t he Jewish t alent. because the Attic talent is 

more easily d i vided into denar11 and tho contrest between the 

two debts nemed in the parable becomes more obvious.51 

47Mueller, .22• ill•• P• .347. 

48tuther, Evangelien•Aus~ee;un« ., P• 632. 

49r..,ensk1• .22• ..2.!!•• P• 893. 

$0Ibid., P• 894• -
Slstegt'riad Goebel, The Parables 0£ Jesusa A Methodical 

Expositio~, in Clark's Foriign &oiog'I'cai Llbrar~, transiated 
by P~ofessor Banks (Edinburgh: t. & T. Clark, 188 ,, XV, 285. 

, 
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At any Z'f-1.te, the debt of the servant i.a a sum almost ba7onc1 

calculation., and forbids all hope of ~nt.52 

Interpreters are agreed that the debt 1a described as 

such a large debt to 11-luetrate the :J.111111ans1t1' of man's 

guilt . Richey 1B of' the opj.n1on that the sum 1a so :Large 

t o indicate "the greater respons1b1litl" of' the Church and 

people of the Jews. 1153 However, most interpreters f'1nd 1n 

this large figure the description of' even man's guilt. so 

Trench says., "The great number of' talents whJ.cb na.Jm up the 

dob t or t he first servant n.t~ expresses the enorm1~ of 

eve ry nan I s transgression 1n thought, i-10rd, and deed, against 

God . 1154 That the dobt 1s so large as to be without hope of' 

paymen t is an indication of' the guilt which man piles up 

because of hie sin. Evel'S' little sin 1a an aot of' rebellion 

and thus even snall acts, w111ch attract l:lttla or no attenti_on., 

may be great sins. Moreover, the1' accumulate and no one can 

tell wl1a t the total amount in his own case may be. 55 Perhaps 

the s pec1f'1c number of' talents which the servant owes the 

Ic:IJlg alludes to the Ten CoJJIDBDdme~ts which be should have 

kept but v.iolated mLV tbles.56 one could continue Id.th such 

52Riclley • .22.• .ill•, p p . 2o6f'. 

53Ib1d. P• 206. 

54.rrench, .9.2• sJ!.•• P• 153• 

55Altred Plumme"9, An Bxrmti.cal COmmentsn on the ~apel 
accorcU.ng to st. atthew('!~ ed1t10DJ foiidoiu,robert~oo-ri, 
1911)., P• -a,:-

56'rrench. §• .!!!!•• P• 153. 
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little niceties. but almost all of them are 1n the realm ot 

speculati on. Th.is much 1s clear: Jesus names such a large 

s um a s t h e debt of t 1i s servant to describe ·the enormity of 

man's guilt ~ef ore Ood. 

The s i nner has h is sins set before his face. God brings 

h im to a reckoning by the pre aching of the Law and in that 

preach ing awakens· and .alarms h is conscience which had been 

asle0p. Regardless of t he exact means that God uses. He 

succeeds i n bringing careless, ·carnal security to an end.$7 

1.lhe11 t h e sinner is called be.fore God and bis debt la stated• 

he c a n n o longe r overlook it. 11'No one who has learnt [sicJ 

f rom t be ~ford something of l:i1il tru.a state, ••• can. U' he 

e ve r re~locts at all, avoid' regarding himself in the light 

of a debtor who owes to the Lord all that be 1s or.has.n$6 

When the sinner is forced to .face God• be lcnows th.at he is 

debtor 01' a g reat amount. 

The Sinner is Mede Aware 01' his I nability to iay 

tfot on ly is the sinner made aware of th~ great size of 

his debt ·through the preaching of the Law; he 1s also made 

aware of his own nothingness, bis inability to pay. 'l'be 

sinner finds himself' in the situation where he can see only 

his own nothingness and worthlessness.S9 Having nothing to 

.57Ibid. -
S~ J1lliam ~rL1ce, Commentary on the Gos~l accordiM to 

_§!. Matthew (Fourth edition; London.-:iiines peira, 19F.p. 408. 

$9Ibid •• P• 409 ■ -
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pa7 expresses the utter bankl"llpto7 ot eve17 Binrul IIBD aa 

he stands 1n the presenc& ot the ho~ •Ood and 1B tried b~ 

the strictness of· the ho~ IAw.60 A vivid percepts.on is 

all.rakened 1n• the Dd.nd of nan ot the state 1n which he stands. 

owing a great amount and helpless t.o pq-.61 .Tuat aa 1t 1a 

impossible tor a man to earn s1zty mill.ion day~• wages b7 

himself, so 1 t is 1mposs1ble tor a sinner to J)&1' off b1s 

guj,lrt by himself. As far as pQment goes. he :f'1nd8 himself' 
I 

he"J.pless and hopeless. 

Ood' s sentence is f.ronounced. . . 

Wllen it has been established that the servant 011ea tbe 

debt which has been named, and that he cannot pe.":/, the 

king pronounces a t1 tUng sentence upon h1m. J:t mwst not 

be assumed that the pronouncement of this punishment 11&s so 

harsh as to ualCle 1 t um-ealis ~o. • It w111 be remembered 

that the k1ng 118.B the sole master of the servant and tbus 

could do ,11. th b1m as he wished, even sell him. 62 Besides. 

according to ancient Jaw, a debtor •s responsible tor b1a 

debt 1n person as wll as 1n property. He could be sold, 

with his mte and children, • to aats.st;r the debt.63 Bvan 

Mosaic La\f allowed the sale of an ~olvent debtor and. 

60trrencb, .21!.• .ell•• P• 155• 

6J.snce, .22• !!!•• P• 409. 

62Jlebe, .92• !!!l•, P• lK>l. 

63R1ohe7, 91!.• ~• • PP• 207f • 
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implies tbat even t.'18 family or that debtor JDa7 be 1nohuted 

1n the sale. 64 'l'hus the sentence that the debtor should be 

sold was haroh., but quite within legal 111111.ts. 

'l'ha t the BeJ:l'Vant should be sold has 1 ts counterpart 

in the consequences that should fall upon the sinner because 

or his perseverance 1n the course of 1mpen1tence.65 More 

prec:1sely., the sale ot the debtor has 1ta counterpart 1n 

the consignment ot the sinner to the dominion or hell and 

the poi1ers or darlmess. 66 The comnand or God which comes 

upon the sinner is even more dreadful than that which came 

upon the debtor of th9 parable. 'l'he command of the sale 

of the Binner ie the express1.on of God's !'1.ght and power 

altogether to alienate from R1mself'., reject., and deliver 

over into bondage, all those who have come short of ma 
g lory. The terrible but r1ghtsous sentence states that the 

sinner shall be punished by everlasting destruot1on .tram 

the presence ot the lord and the glory of B:Ls power.67 A 

man• s sin brings upon him nothing but m1seey and condemna­

tion. The consequences of his s1n are not even confined to 

himself. Even those who heve no actual aim.re 1n the gu:1.lt 

az,e involved 1n the misery wb1.ch it producea.68 '1'he con-

64rev. 25139-41. 

65.aruce., .22• cits., P• 409. 

66Ibid • ., PP• Ja.ogf. 

67'1'ftnch, .22.• c:lt. • P• 155. 

68p1ummeP., .22• 9'-.1•• P• 2~. 
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demnat1on which f'al!s upon a man tor his sin affects also 

his w1~e and family. God is complete]y just 1n pi-onoU!l'ling 

ouch a sentence 6 though the sentence is by no means light. 

From the action of the servant when he had learned to 

Jmow Ms predicament., r;ne lear-ns someth1.ng of the purpose 

oi" God's righteoua action. Jesus says that the servant 

fa lls ,:lown aJ'l.d worsJ11ps the king. (Hsrc 1s found one ot 

t he m.ceties of detail :!.n t..'1e parable. The se:t"'Vllnt is 

uc1.:l.d t o worsh:t.p the ldng 1n hi.a plea. Later we will l."1nd 

that t he other servant did not worship his fellow-servant. 
11t-1orsh1p" is an honor paid to royal personagesJ it 1B out 

of p lace be tween eqv.al.:3.) Tald.ng the position which points 

... c his O"lr'!t'L a:ffl.reness ot his r..othtngneas., the servant pleads 

t rr.-,. t t l"..e ~ r..g l'¥l -i1e pa tie::?Ce with him. T'a'=' same reac t1on 

~t"X'i ms the s1n.."ler. This is ~l".e tround s.11d hurt ~f all 

cor.:.aaiences., that tfhen Bin bites tham., they feal h01f ev:!.l 

·chey are be.fore God and there 18 no rest for them. 69 A 

heart that is ~horoughly touched with the Law reels its own 

m:LseX"'J and ~alam1t"i' anc.l. ia humi,le<! to the eztent that it 

f a lls down bei"ore the Lo:t'd and. cra·"es mercy .10 

:en th1a act ot the sinner, God's purpose :ts aocompl1abed. 

Tha sinner has been prepared for the reception of the Gospel 

message, that which nakes h1s restoration complete. Ood baa 

69Mart1n Illthel'-, Sermons on __tlMl lfost iterea~,19Jl.-
tr1nes of the Gospel, binsiitor uiilcnown ( ndon1 a 
buncan,--i:B~, P• 373. Heroaf'ter tbia work 11111 be referred 
to as Sel'IDODB• 

70ib14 .• , p • 373 • 
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proa ched ijis Lew with severity aa a prepsrstion for the 

g r a ce of' t ho Gos el.~(l The a1rmer 1s not yet completely 

aware o :1" i·:ihat :Ls happening. ae is still seeking something 

ttla t might de liver h im from his s i n and rasbly taking upon 

hims elf an attempt to pey God for his own sin.72 He 1s not 

ye t comple tel y ewsre of hJ.s o·wn detJandont state. Yet God 

:i.s moving towa rd His own g o els. .v!thout t he s hock 01· the 

r0clconi1,g , no i'or,;1veri.ess was possible. 73 But God bad 

c a.l l ed f or t t e r e cttoning ond nad pronounced the sentence 

upon t he debtor. The man had be e n l;>rought to the point 

wh e1•e God heel emptied h i."'il to t he extent that the knowledge 

of !'org;i ve nese could f1ll h im. 74 

71Riohey • .,2E• ill•• P• 208. 

72Luther, Sermons, P• 373 ■ 

73I,uthar, Evangelian-Auslegung, P• 6)2. 

74rb1d. ·-

1 



CHAPHR :III 

GOD PREEIZ JUSTIFIES 'lB SIHHER 

God 1D a Merciful God 

One ohort statement 1n the parable (Natt. 18:23-35) 

reveals a development wh1ch tf2e serva..,t had no right to 

e:;;pect. The king forgives the debt. Id.Pins it out com­

p letelY so that the misery am uneasiness which surrounded 

i t 11"1 the mind of the debtor need plague him no longer. 

Until th1a point 1n the parable., the actions of God have 

b en cleocr1bed an those of a righteous Judge. He has seeming­

ly dealt with the s1rmer according to the str:tctnees of :raw. 
The ~r ee.t debt of sin which every sinner owes has been des• 

c r1.bed. God ' bas reacted to that debt acool'd1ng to legal 

.tuatice; it must be pnid. But now God's reaction 1a differ­

ent. He tree~ 1'01'61 ves the debt of sin. God .:ta a righteous 

Judge. but He is at the same time a merciful Ood.l 'l'b1s 

second and greater truth becomes en.dent 1n the action of 

God which 1s now described. 

one cannot ftl.11 to gain t;be 1DfPl'9&&1on h'om thio 

parable tbat the grace of God 1a an aot:lng and d1namlc thing. 

orace ts often thought of 1n an abstract Jd.nd or wa:,, as 

a mere doctrine or intellectual conception. 



30 

'l'he parable presents tb1a paoe aa a l1'11ns and real 1fB7 1n 

the person of the Elng., who 1a tbe Author and SOUJ.'ae or all 

grace.~ It is a craoe wh1ch aots when einners need 1t 

dasperatel;v". It is a grace wh1oh acts deoiaS.ve~., and 

hev1ng acted., 1a oomplete. 

God Baa Prepared the S11mer for the Reception of Grace. 

It might seem that if God were going to aat 1n gnce . 
I 

toward the s1nnero with whom He comes into contact., the 

ha.rail messa~e of the Ia.11 would be out of place. Yet this 

is t a r i'rom 'true. '1'he harshness of the law i)l'epa.res a 
. 

man for crace. For the sinner never realizes tbat b1a a1na 

are tar too heavy for him to carry by b1maelt until the . . 
i1ords of the Iaw have struck h1m. After the preaching of 

the I.aw. sin becomes stassering.3 In the lld.n4 of the sinner 
there 1s no need for God's gNce because he 1& either com-

placent 1n bis sin or., at least, unconoerned about its 

consequences .. Unless the Iaw were preached., God's gl'Boe 

t.10uld be meaningless to man. But a man becomes aware or 

the great gulf' between the Jut C!od and bis om sinful self' 

,1hen he recognizes bis s1n.·4 '!'hat Noogn1t1on comes on~ 

when the sinnar 1a made awre of the greatness o£ Jd.11 ld.n 

2Th0maa R1cha1'., !'he Pa:ra'bles o~ ~ Lol'd Je•3 acoor-
~ to st. Matthew (lew fork, E. •J-;--Jf. Young a ·co • ., 
"IBBB")7'"' p-;--203. . 

3xebe., .21!.!. .!!ll•• P• lfo2. 

4Ib1d. 
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and of' s1n 1a telTible consequences. 

This preach1ng ot the I.au in no uay negates the gao1oua . 
action of' God. The message or the Law adds to the meamng 

of grace • . Archbishop Trench points this out ve17 adequate]N1 

God will f'ora1 ve.; but Ife will have the sinner to know 
11hat and bow much he 1e forgtvenJ there must be n.rst 
a "Come now. and let us reason together." befol'e the 
acarlet can ·be made white as snow. The a1nner mat 
launr his sins tor what they are• a mountain or tziana­
gress1on. before ever they oan be cast into the deep 
sea of' God's merc7. Re DIBt first have the aentenoe 
of death 1n himself. ere the words of' life will have 
any abiding worth f'or him.5 

on~ arter a man's guilt becomes ve17 real to him 11&1' he 

Imow the reality of' the grace of God. 

Tb! effect of' the preacl'dng of the r.aw as a preparation 

t or ~1•ce 1~ shown 1n the reaction ot the. servant of the 

parab le to the harsh Judgment spoken upon him. He had been 

·made a ttare of a debt which he could never P8,1'. Re had 

heard the .just sentence spoken. He was to be sold w:l th 

his w:lf'e and children. lie was a•re or the predicament 

that he was 1n because of' h1B sin. He has been brought 

face to face with sin and M recognizes 1t f'or what 1t 1a. 

At the tuae of' 1 ta recogn1 t:lon. he doean I t even f'1nd 1 t 

possible to look into the face of the I.ol'd. Ba :talls dom 

and can do notb1ng more than utter a praJ'8r. 6 Die aeven t,' 

5a:t.cbard c. 'l'l'enoh. Notes on the Pamblea of 9J!£ Iol'd 
(Westwood. 11. J.1 :Flelld.ng I. lievelT1fODpBIQ'. ig~. P• 15'7. 

6Nebe, .!?J!.• cit.• P• 402. 
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of the law bas served as a preparation tor the grace ot 

the Gospe1.1· 

God Bae Found Hoth1ng 1n the Sinner to Wal'J.'Bnt Grace. 

The ~rable also makes ver.y clear that there •a 

nothing on the part ot the servant that should have caused 

the ld.ng to .forg1ve his debt. Whether he had incurl'ed the 

large debt through outright dJ.slwnesty or through careless­

ness is not lmown. :r:t doesn I t . matter• however• because 1n 

ei.ther case the debt :la 3Ust as large and .just as real. 

It wao a leg1t1.mate debt to the kl.ng. which. according to any 

s tandard other tmn that fina1:b' imposed by the ldng, should 

have been paid. The debt should have warranted either P87-

c-.ent or punishment~ 

Nor 1s there anyth1:ng 1n the character of the debtor 

wh1ch should have induced the gracious aot of the~­

'l'he servant had not come to the ld.ng to seek lenienoe or 

to explain how 1t had happened. ~t the debt had became 

so large. He was simp~ go1ng l'd.s unconcerned wai- until 

the Jd.ns called h:1m into aco01111t. As Al'Chbishop Trenah 

points out. he was more like~ on. his way to'Nllrd doubl:lng 

the debt than el1m:lnatillg 1t.8 The servant's f'd.l.ure to 

show SJJY concem about the debt until the k:lng calls h1m 

into account fl;dequate4' illustrates that there •a nothing 

7m.che711 .9.2• cit., P• 208. 

B'l'l'ench, 9J!.•. sll•, P• 154. 
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ui the ohal'Soter of the debtor tl'at called forth the 

grao1.ous act of the ld.ng. 

Although the servant seemed to th1nlc otherw1se. there 

was also noth1.ng 1n the plea w:td.ch he •de before the 

king which should have prcmpted the Jctng to be gziac1.oua. 

He made a plea for patience and mde a msh prom1se to 

repay wba. tever he owed. The servant was not aware tba t 

patience could ge.1n him nothing. His debt ,tao ot' the 

nature that he could never repa~ 1t.9 Suah a plea was 

aimply rash and h1a promise could under no c1l'cumstances 

bave been fulfilled. Actually,., the servant had not yet 

come to the true recogn:t.tion of the immensity ot his 

debt.10 Under tllose c1roumsta:ncea, h:ls plea was meaningless 

a 11d certain~ had noth1ng about 1.t tblt forced the k:lJJg 

to sllo.1 merc7. 

Precise~ the same things are trlle of the s~r as 

he confronts Ood with the weight ot' h1a own s1ns. 'l'o 

suppose tlm t God would be grac:toua because the s:lns were 

not too gross :Ls ridloulous. EVer;y sin. :regard.less of boll 

the sinner th1nlCB of 1 t. 1s an act of rebellion agaumt 

God and therefore :Ls immense~ gross. 'l'he aiJ'lner's 

attitude toward his own sint'Ul state oerta1n;q does not 

prompt God to forgj. vo. li'or like the servant of the parable• 

man is unconcemed about his s1n. He would rather hide :l t 

9'lebe• .22• cit.-. P• 15'1,. 

lo.'l'l'ench., .22.• o:lt • ., P• 156. 
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than confess it. Any c:Usouaa1on of his e1nfulneaa 1a Mataate­

ful to h1m. He avo1ds the message of the IAw as long as 

possible. · Ne1ther the nature of bis sin nor his atUtwle 

toward sin gives God 8.IQ' ca.use. to be gracious. 

Even the plea ot a a1rmer., as he ti.Ilda h1maelf' knoclced 

do\m. be.fore God I s Ia.tr., does not cause God to be gl'Q.C:1ous. 

Man's plet~,., au it :ts represented in th1s parable., 1a t,aj.nted 

wit11 the voice of' self-rightoousness., 1na&in1n6 that., W1th 

enough Mme., he could maim all the past shortcom1ngs good.11 

The prayer o.f the servant is cbaracter1atj.c of the momt,nt ot 

terro1'" and anguish in ,,h1ch a ~1.nf'Ul man 1s ready to pl'OJD1se 

1ntpos s1ble tm.r,as if only r..a can be delivered f'l'om lits 

pre!!lent .fear.12 Should some ra:sh prom1ce on the part of 

s1nf"ul man p:t~ompt God to 1'o~ve 1'-.1m? Certain~ not. A 

a:trmer can ofter nothillg 1n bi.a 11.te or pet1 ti.on to warrant 

the grace of God. AB a matter of fact., the sinner cannot 

even imagine that God ,1111 s1mp~ fol'gi.ve him all his s1ns., 

immense as the number and weight of them are.13 The cause 

for just1f1cat1on of the sinner is not found 1n the a1JJner. 

Arra cause for J.ustittoat:lon Lt.ea 1n God. 

From beginning to end. f'rom the calling of the a1nner 

llzbid. 

12:tbid. 

J.3n. c. H• Lensld.., 'l'm ooa;:,el Selections of .b.. ADc:lei 
Chul'ch (Columbus. Oh101 m&ieranBook Concern.-X935J, P• 8 • 
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be.fore Him un.t11 the prormuncement of' re lease., whatever 

takes p.lace 1s solely the wor!c of' God. Even Ood •a aevel'itv 

points f'ol"\'18.rd to somet..'11n8 wh1ch He intends to accompl1ah. 

The sever1t;y of' ,Goel only endureo t:lll the s:t.rmer :la 
brought to acknowledge l'd.s gl.d.ltJ it :la. :lndeec!., l1ka 
.Joseph's h'lrshness ~-d.th f'l.,j,B brethren., noth1ng else than 
love in disgui.seJ and having done its t10rk., hav111g 
brousht b1m to offl'l that lle 1s verily guilty. 1t r~­
appeara as grace agam.14 

I.f the sinner 1s to be emptied of' pride or aelt-autt1c:1encu • 

God must do that empty:t.ng. CertaJ.nly • tl't.en., if' the s1mler 

1s t o be filled td.th a~ comf'ort., God must also do that 

£:J.lllng . 

God l<llOWS tl,e gm.lt of' s1nf'ul man. God tmows man's 

laclt ·of concern for his guilt. Ood knOfflJ the rash plea and 

promise of the sinner. Hone of' these brings any reason to 

cau se Qod to change 111a threat of' utter conder.:mat.1.on. Yet 

even God's threat serves to br1?Jt; mn•s debt to this head., 

t ba t it na7 be abolished.15 Even Ood•·s threat of' p~shment., 

therefore., contains in 1t something that is foreign to the 

sinner's way of' thinld.ng. Certa:ln~ God's armouncement of 

.forgiveness 1s something altogether .fore1gn to the s:lrmer. 

As the sinner ~d no part in what God intended to aoaompl1sh 

through Bis preach1na o.f the I.aw. so the sinner has no part 

1n what God e.coomplishes through Bl.a preaching of' the Gospel. 

The compaaston o.f the Lord 1s even at tside the realm of the 

14srrench., .22.• c.1 t. • P • 157 ■ 

l5ib1d. 
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ainner•s request.16 God 1a 1n action when He threatens. God 

1s 1~ action when .He farg1ves. Particularly the latter 1s 

outside of the sinner's way of th1.nk1ng. Sure~ he is not 

the cause of' its being brought about. The sinner cannot 

even lm.ow God's waye. Then surely any cauae for .tust1n.ca­

t1011 must 11e in God., and not 1n sinful man. 

God Receives the Fallen Man. 

It is God •s ,,ay of dealing w1th man that He takes 

to Himself' precisely these people who can offer no merit 

ot their otm. He succeeds in thoroughly terr117,lng nan 

b y Hie anger ar..cl forces tlia t man to crawl 111m a worm 1n 

the duat.17 Dut 1t is that same nan that God then receives 

to lttmaelf'. He aees past the rash., f'oollsh offer of' the 

s 11mei• and sees 1nsteacl an outcry of despair.18 To men in 

despair :the message of the Gospel becomes mean1:ng.ful. It 1a 

to deapa1r1ng men tllfJ.t God offers more tban they dare even 

hope for., the complete forgiveness of' their debt .• 19- Luther 

poi.nts thi.s out clearly when he says tllat God f'orgS.vee them 

that i'IElve notlling and pardons them that 1-ave nothing lef't 

w:tth which to pa7.20 It 1s the way of the Gospel that it 

16uebe., !m.~ ~ • ., P• Jf.05. 
17Ib1d., P• 404. 
18Ib1d. 

l9R1cheY ~ .22• ill.•., P • 209 • 
20ifartln tutber., Sermons ,sm the Most Interes. Doctrines 

of' the dospel., translator unknOIID~ODI .-mee 7:maan., m30). 
p; ffl'. lerearter this work w:111 be refel"l'ed to as Sermons. 


