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At any rate, the debt of the servant is a sum almost beyond
caloulation, and forbids all hope of payment,52

Interpreters are agreed that the debt is described as
such a large debt to illunstrate the immensity of man's
guilt. Richey is of the opinicn that the sum is so large
to indicate "the greater responsibility of the Church and
people of the Jews."53 However, most interpreters find in
this large figure the description of every man's gullt. So
Trench says, "The great number of talents which make up the
debt of the first servant fitly expresses the enormlty of
every man's transgression in thought, word, and deed, against
God."5% That the debt is so large 28 to be without hope of
payment 18 an indicatlion of the guilt which men piles up
because of his sin. BEvery little sin 18 an act of rebellion
and thus even small acts, which attraet little or no attentlon,
my be great sins, MNoreover, they accumulate and no one can
tell what the total amount in his own case may be.5> Perhaps
the specific number of talents which the servant owes the
Iddng alludes to the Ten Commandments which he should have
kept but violated many times.’® oOne could continue with such

52Richey, op. elt., pP. 206f.

53Ibid, p. 20G.

S¥mpench, op. cit., p. 153.
aecorgsA%dSEW(%%%s%o%t,
911}, p. 256.

56rrench, op. cit., pe 153.
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little niceties, but almost all of them are in the realm of
speculation. This much is clear: Jesus names such a large
sun a3 the debt of thls servant to describe ‘the enormity of
- man's gullt before God.

The sinner has hls sins set before his face. God brings
him to a reckonlng by the preaching of the Lsw and in that
preaching awakens and .alarms his consclence which had been
asleep. Regardless of the exact means that God uses, He
succesds in bringing careless, carnal sscurity to an and.57
When the sinrer 1a called before God and his debt is stated,
he can no longer overlook it. "No one who has learnt [sig]
from the Word sometalng of his true state, « . « can, if he
ever rel'lects at all, avold regerding himself in the light
of o dobtor who owes to the Lord all that he 1s or has."58
When the sinner is forced to face God, he knows that he 1is

debtor of a great amount.
The Sinner is Made Aware of his inapility to Pey

liot only is the sinner made aware of the great size of
his debt through the preaching of the Law; he 1s also made
avare of his own nothingness, his inability to pay. The
sinner finds himself in the situation where he can see only
his own nothingness and worthlasaness.59 Having nothing to

5TIbid.
58,1111am Eruce, Commentary on the Gospel according to
St. Matthew (Fourth edition; I%ndEE, James Eneirs, » De LOB.

59Tbid., Pe 409
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pay expresses the utter bankruptey of every sinful man as
he stands in the presence of the holy God and is tried by
the striciness of the holy Iaw.®0 A vivid perception is
avakened in the mind of man of the state in which he stands,
owing a great amount and helpless to pay.5! Just as 1% 1e
impossible for a mon to earn sixty million days' weges by
himself, so it is impossible for a sinner to pay off his
gullt by himself., As far as payment goes, he finds himself
helpless and hopeless.

God's Sentence is Pronounced,

Whenn 1% has been esteblished that the servant owes the
deb® which has been named, and that he cannot pay, the
king pronounces a fitting sentence upon him, It must not
be asswned that the pronouncement of this punisihment was so
harsh as o make it unrealistic. It will be remsmbered
that the king was the sole master of the servant and thus
could do with him as he wished, even sell h:lm.62 Besides,
according to ancient law, & debtor was responsible for his
debt in person as well as in property. He could be sold,
with his wife and children, to satisfy the debt.®3 =Even
Mosaic Isw allowed the sale of an insolvent debtor and

GOprench, op. Clte, D. 155.
6lpruce, op. clt., p. 409.
62Nebe, ope. clt., Pe 401,
63Richey, op. clt., pp. 207f.
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implies that even the family of that debtor may be included
in the sale,5 Thus the sentense that the debtor should be
sold was harsh, but quite within legal limits.

That the servant should be sold has its counterpart
in the consequences that should fall upon the sinner because
of his perseverance in the course of impenitence.85 More
preclsely, the sale of the debtor has its counterpart in
the consignment of the sinner to the dominion of hell and
the pouers of darkness.55 The command of God which comes
upon the sinner is even more dreadful than that which came
upon the debtor of the parable. The command of the sale
of the sinner is the expression of God's right and power '
altogether to alienate from Himself, reject, and deliver
over into bondage, 21l those who have come short of His
glory. The terrible but rightesous sentence states that the
sinner shall be punished by everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Iord and the glory of His power.ST A
man's sin brings upon him nothing but misery and condemna=-
tion. The consequences of his sin are not even confined to
himself. Xven those who have no actual share in the guilt
ave involved in the misery which 1t produces.58 The con-

64IQV. 25339'411
65.51‘!108, .9_2. g_l_b_is pl 409:

661pid., pp. 409f.
57'I‘x‘emh. Op. _c_i_t_o.p Pe 155.
68piummer, Op. clt., D« 257
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demnation which falls upon 2 man for his sin affects also
his wife and family., CGod 13 completely just in pronouncing
such & sentence, though the sentence is by no means light.

From the action of the servant when he had learned to
know his predicament, cne learns something of the purpose
of God's righieous action., Jesus says that the servant
falls down and worships the king. (Hsre is found one of
the niceties of detall in the parable. The servant is
said to worship the king in his plea., Iater we will find
that the other servant did not worship his fellow-servant.
"Worshin" is an honor paid to royal personages; it is out
of place between equals,) Taking the position which points
te hilz cwn awareness of his rothingness, the servant pleads
that the dnz have patience with him, The same reaction
strikes the sinner. This i1s the wound and wrt of all
sonasclences, that when sin bites them;, they feel how evil
they are beforc God and there 18 no rest for them.®9 a
heart that is thorcughly touched with the Iaw feelz 1ts own
misery end calamliiy and is humbled to the exteni that Lt
£21ls down before the Iord and craves mercy.!O

In this act of the simner, God's purpose 1s accomplished.
The sinner has been prepared for the reception of the Gospel
message, that which makes his restoration complete. God has

6Sartin Inther, Sermons on & Hnst(éﬁfezggg%eﬁ poc-

ospel, translator Wit
brines of tge,%:ggf’. Hopoatter this worle will be referred

to as Semons.
T01bid., p. 373
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presched His Lew with severity as a preparation for the
grace of the Gospal.71 The sinner 1s not yet completely
aware of what is heppening. e is still seeking something
that might deliver him from his sin snd rashly taking upon
himself an sttempt to pey God for his own sin.’2 He 1s not
vet completely sware of his own dependent state. Vet God
is moving toward His own gosols. Without the shock of the
rockoning, no Torgiveness was poéslble.73 But God had
called for the rechkoning snd had pronounced the sentence
upon tne debtor., The man hed been brought to the point
where CGod hed emptled him to the extent bthat Che knowledge

of forglveness could rill him.Th

TlRichey, Op. cites, ps 208.
T2Lmther, Sermons, Pe 373«

13Luther, Evengelien-Auslegung, pe. 632.
Thibid.



CHAPTER III
GOD FREELY JUSTIFIES THE SINNER
God is a Merciful God

One short statement in the parable (Matt. 18:23-35)
reveal: a development which the servant had no right to
expect. The king forgives the debt, wiping i1t out com-
pletely so that the migery and uneasiness which surrounded
it in the mind of the debtor need plague him no longer.
Until this polint in the parable, the actions of God have
been described as those of a righteous Judge. He has seeming-
1y dealt wilith the sirmmer according to the strictness of Iaw.
The great debt of sin which every simner owes has been des~
eribed. God'has reacted to that debt according to legal
justice; it must be paid. But now God's reaction 1ls differ-
ent. He freely forgives the debt of sin. God is a righteous
Judge, but He is at the seme time 2 merciful God.l This
second and greater truth becomes evident in the action of
God which 1s now described.

One cannot fall to gain the impression from this
parable that the grace of God 1s an acting and dynamic thing.
Grace is often thought of in an abstract kind of way, as
a mere doctrine or intellectual conceptlon.

iahres jf ﬁlﬁegg'rg& Bw:tgg&w m:r »

[IX, 40k.

=
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The parable presents this grace as a living and real way in
the person of the King, who is the Author and Source of all
grace.2 It i5 a grace which acts when sinners need it
desperately. It is a grace which acts decisively, and
having acted, ic complete.

God Has Prepared the Sinner for the Reception of Grace.

It night seem that if God were golng to act in grace
toward the sinners with whom He comes into contact, the
harsh message of the Iaw would be out of place. Yet this
is fer from true. The harshness of the Iaw preperes a
man for grace. For the sinner never realizes that his sins
are far too heavy for him to carry by himself untll the
words of the Iaw have struck him. After the preaching of

the Iaw, sin becomes staggering.3 In the mind of the simner
there 18 no need for God's grace because he is either con-

placent in his oin or, at least, unconcerned about its
consequences. Unless the Iaw were preached, God's grace
would be meaningless to man, But 2 man becomes aware of
the great gulf between the just God and his own sinful self
when he recognizes his sin.? That recognition comes only
when the simmer 1s made aware of the greatness of his sin

2qnomas Richey, The Parebles of the Lord Jesus accor-
%& £o St. ?Lth_e_u'(ﬁew York: E. & J. B. Young and Co.,
): p. 2035.

3nebe, ops cit., p. 402.
4Ipid.
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and of sin's terrible consequences,

This preaching of the Iaw in no way negates the gracious
action of God. The message of the law adds to the meaning
of grace, - Archbishop Trench points this ocut very adequately:

God will forglve; but He will have the sinner to know

what and how much he is forgiven; there muat be first

a "Come now, and let us reason together,” before the

scarlet can be made white as snow. The sinner mst

know his sins for what they are, a mountain of trans-
gression, before ever they can be cast into the deep
sea of God's mercy. He must first have the sentence

of death in himself, ere the words of life will have

any abiding worth for him.,5
Only after a man's guilt becomes very real to him may he
lmnow the reality of the grace of God.

The effect of the preaching of the Iaw as a preparation
for grace is shown in the reaction of the servant of the
parable to the harsh judgment spoken upon him, He had been
made aware of a debt which he could never pay. He had
heard the Jjust sentence spoken. He was to be sold with
his wife and children. He was aware of the predicament
that he was in because of his sin. He has been brought
face to face with sin and he recognizes it for what i¢ 1s,
At the time of its recognition, he doesn't even find 1¢
possible to look into the face of the Iord. He falls down

and can do nothing more than utter a pmyer.s The severity

icherd C. Trench, Notes on the Parables of our Lord
(Weatzﬁog, He Jot F:I.enﬂ.’ H. ﬁe""'l'I"G'ompany"‘ 'y 4053)2 De 157

Gﬂebe, _O_B. 2_’_:25_-' p- 402.
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of the Iaw has served as a preparation for the grace of
the Gospel.l

God Has Found Nothing in the Simmer to Warrant Grace.

The parable also males very clear that there was
nothing on the part of the servant that should have caused
the ldng to forgive his debt. Whether he had incurred the
large debt through outright dishonesty or through careless-
ness 1s not lmown. It doean't matter, however, because in
elther case the debt 1s Just as large and just as real.

It was a legitimate debt to the king, which; according to any
standard other than that finally imposed by the king, should
heve been paid. The debt should have warranted elther pay-
ment or punishment.

Hor 1s there anything in the character of the debtor
which should have induced the gracious act of the king.

The servant had not come to the king to seek lenience or
to explain how 1t hed happened that the debt had become

so large. He was simply going hls unconcerned way until
the king called him into account. As Archblishop Trench
points out, he was more likely on his way toward doubling
the debt than eliminating 1.2 The servant's failure to
show any concern about the debt until the king calls him
into account adequately 1llustrates that there was nothing

TRicheY, 0D, _c_i_tc’ Pe 208.
B‘B'emh, 92. citup Pe 151".
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in the character of the debtor that called forth the
gracious act of the king.

Although the servant seemed to think otherwise, there
was elso nothing in the plea which he made before the
King which should have prcmpted the king to be gracious,
He made a plea for patience and made a rash promise to
repay whatever he owed. The servant was not aware that
patlence could goin him nothing. His debt wes of the
nature that he could never repay it.2 Such a plea was
simply rash and his promize could under no circumstances
have been fulfilled. Actually, the servant had not yet
come Lo the true recognition of the lmmensity of his
debt.10 Under those circumstances, his plea was meaningless
and certainly had nothing about it that forced the king
to show mercy.

Precisely the seme things are true of the sinner as
he confronts God with the weight of his own sins., To
guppose that God would be gracilous because the sins were
not too gross is ridiculous. Every sin, regardless of how
the sinner thinks of it, 1s an act of rebellion sgainst
God and therefore is immensely gross. The sinner's
attltude toward his own sinful state certainly does not
prompt God to forgive. For Jike the servant of the parable,

man is unconcerned about his sin, He would rather hide it

9Nebe‘ 22. cit." Pe 15#.
10 mnench, 0pe Cites Do 156.




TSI

34
than confess 1t. Any discussion of his sinfulness is distacte-
ful to him. He avolds the message of the Iaw as long as
possible. 'Nelther the nmature of his sin nor his attltude
toward sin gives God any cause ©o be graclous,

Even the plea of a slnner, as he £finds himsell lknocked
doun before God's Iaw, doces not cause God to be gracious,
Man's plet, as 1t is represented in this parable, is tainted
wilth the volice of self-rightcousness, imagining that; with
encugh time, he could make all the past shortoomings sood.ll
The prayer of the servant ls characterisitic of the moment of
terzor and angulsh in which 2 sinful men 1s ready to promise
impoassible things if cnly hs can be delivered from his

preaent fear.la

Should some rash promise on the part of
sinful man prompt God to forgive him? Certainly not. A
ginner can offer nothing in his life or petition to warrant
the grace of God. As 2 matter of fact, the sinner cannot
even imgiz.xe that God will simply forgive him all his sins,
immense as the number and weight of them are.!3 The cause

for justificatlon of the sinner is not found in the sinner.
Any Cause for Justification Lies 1n God,.

From beginning to end, from the calling of the simner

1lrhig,

127bad.

13r. ¢. H. Ienski, The Gospel Selections of Ancient
Church (co.'l.tmbus, Ohio: Iutheran Book Concern, I s De B0
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before Him untll the pronmuuncement of release, whatever
takes place is solely the work of God. Even God's severity
points forward to scmething which He intends to accomplish.

The severlty of God only endures till the einner is

brought to aclmowledge his gullt; 1t is, indeed, like

Joseph'a harshiess with his brethren, nothing else than

love in disguise; and having done its work, having

brought him to ovrf t!}atlﬂa 1s verily gullty, it re-
appears as grace 2gain.
If the sinner is to be emptlied of pride or sslf-sufficiency,
God must do that empitying. Certainly, then, if the sinner
is to be filled with any comfort, God must alsc do that
filling.

God lkmows the guilt of sinful man. God lknows man's
laclk of concern for his gullt. God lmows the rash plea and
promise of the sinner. HNone of these brings any reason to
cause God to change His threat of utter condemmation. Yet
even God's threat serves to bring men's debt to this head,
that 1t may be abolished.l5 Even God's threat of punishment,
therefore, contains in it something that is foreign to the
sinner's way of thinking. Certainly God's announcement of
forglveness is something altogether fére:lgn to the sinner.
As the sinner had no part in what God intended to accomplish
through His preaching of the Iaw, so the simmer has no part
in what God eccomplishes through His preaching of the Gospel.
The compassion of the ILord is even autside the realm of the

lu'I'remh, OPD. 9_1_-_1_3_., De 157.
151pigd.
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sinner's request.lG God is in action when He threatens. @God
is in action when He forgives., Particularly the latter is
outside of the sinner's way of thinking, Surely he is not
the cause of 1ts being brought abcut. The sinner cannot
even Imow God's ways. Then surely any cause for justifica-
tion must lie in God, and not in sinful man,

God Receives the Fallen Man,

It is God's way of dealing with man that He takes
to Himself preclsely these pecople who can off'er no merit
of their own. He sucecceds in thoroughly terrifying man
by Hic anger and forces that man ¢o ¢rawl like & worm in
the dust.t! BDuf it is that some man that God then receives
tc Himsell. He seces past the rash, foolish offer of the
cinner and sees instead an outery of despair.i8 To men in
despair the message of the Gospel becomes meaningful, It is
to despairing men that God offers more than they dare even
hope for, the complete forgiveness of their debt.ld Iuther
points this out clearly when he says that God forgives them
that have nothing and pardons them that have nothing left
with which to pey.2Q It is the way of the Gospel that it

16Nebe, op. Cites D« 405.

171b1d. 2 Do Lok,
18ypid,

19r4chey, op. Sltes P» 209.
20paptin Luther, Sermons on the Most tereat:]. Doet:-:lnes

1, translator uniciown (London: James
gf %’II‘GS'.G}EOB; i"ter this work will be referred to as SQ:mons.




