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Thorefore, so iasons believe, the inherent moral

princlples enable cvery iason to discover and attein the
full good life. One who is not o lason remains in dork-
ness, Apart Trom Hasonry men do not reallze the potent-
lalities within them of the good life, FEven though the
mind of every man is an inexhaustible nlne £illed with the
pover to live the good life, a man camnot, so Masons ere

told, tap the procious resources within him and utilize

them untll he becones a lMason and employs its tocching
%o exploit the power of the good 1life whlich is within hin,
Thus, to remein outside the ellowshlip of Freecmazonry neans
to be in a helpless and hopeless situation, It is 2 holp-
lese nrodicament bhocause man without tho ald of Masonry
canmnot by his ovm efforts reallze his moral potentielities,
It ie a hopeless predlcament bocause. man can never obtain
the Inowlodgze of hils inhorent moral power unless he becomes
o lMason, Doctor lMackey pravhically portrays the condltlon
of the man who has not yet been brought to the dlscovery
of his Iinherent power:
There he stands without our prortals, on the threshold
of this new lMasonic 1life, in darkness, helplessness
and ignoraznce, Heving besn wandering amld the errors
and covered over with the pollutions of the outer
and profane world, he comes Inculringly to our doors
soeking tho new birth and acking a withdrawal of the
velil which conceals divine truth from his uninitiated
8ighte o » o Thore is to bHe not simply a change for

the future, but also an extinctlon of the past; for
initiatlion is, as 1t were, a death to the world and

a resurrcction to & now life,

1351anchard, on. cite, Pe 95.




19

Freomasonry is o morel system which claims to enable
& Manon to save himself from hiles hopeless situation,
desonry offers to the candidete for initlation into the
fnbered Approntice Degree the meons by which he can
gradually discover and live the full good 1life,
"Freemasonyy claime to impert and convey to its initiate
. apiritual and esoterie Light."% fho cendidate for
initiation is "striypped of money and valuables at his
initiation to symbolise his poverty, his blindiold
typifies o state of spiritusl as well ac material darkness,

- N 5 -

hiz cable-tow ie & sign of humilitye."1” The Senior Deacon
then eddresses the Worshipful iMaster and ssys that the
Initiate hos long been in derimess, and now sosks to be
brousht to light, The initiate is escked, "In your nresent
blind conditlon what do you most desire?" The enswer is:
"Light in Neconry,"l0

This 12 the most dramalbic momont of the ceremony;

colnciding with a2 thunderous hand-claep from the

assasbled brethren his hoodwink is removed, and for

the Lfirnt t4ime he beholds the Lodge. The emblemetilc

..m*-onlc lighte apre now indicated to him, being six

in number: tho .olunc of the Sacred Lm: the square,

the compasces, the 'sun to rule the day, tne noon to
rule the night, end tho Worshipful liastor to rule the

Lodzo. 'L

Wiannah, on. git., De 32
l5lm.

16131ane1mr:1, o, cit., Pe 109
1Mlammsh, op. gite, Pe 326
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e Mosonry teaches thet the moral blindness of men's
nind prevents him from grasping the principles of the good
1ife which lie dormant in hls nind,
Therelore, We L, Willnmshurat cen write that the

initiation corenony in the Sntered Apprentice Degree is

designed to introduce tho candldate "to the Cirst stage

Q

T o system of Inowledge and solf-dliscivline which, if
falthfully followed up end lived out in his personal life,
wlll clarifly and tronsform his mind fronm its naturel state
of darimess to one of Iir_;ht."la

Freenmooonyy, thus, clalme to impart a moral light
%o man who is by nature in moral darimess, Through the
teachings of lMasonry men can discover the moral light

12 ehining within hin, He can utilize this light

-t
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and disaipate tho darimess which had kept him in lgnorance
with resneet 4o living the full good life, The lMason can
through introcpection enter into himself end dlscover
for himself that which is morally right, Thus from his
sellf-cvaluations he can strive and succeed in living the
full good 1ifelt?

Discovery of this lmowledge depends ultimately on

the nind of the lason hmaeli‘.ao Hasonry enploys the

13:30:-:, ODe Clte, Pe 15
lgi.'ilmshul“s"a, B Q-LE.. De 404

20.-‘31.anc‘.qsa.m, oD. cit., De 198,
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Socratic mobhod, =Socrates, the first great Athenian
philosopiher, teught that once o men knows what is good
end right, he can olso perfora 1t. Socratos stated thot
& unlveoreal law of right and wrong i1s common to all men,
Therefore, it ic man's duty to know himsolf end to
discover the principles and the power of the good life
within hin, The botteor he Imows hinmeeolf, the more he
will be enabled to live the good 1life., lNasonry follows
in the footsotens of Soerates when it teaches that tho-
full good life can be 1lived when o Mason grasps and
utilines Lhe hnowledge of himself, For example, if a
drson reallsoa for hinself that drunkenness 1s morally
wrong, he will nol bocome a drunkard or he will dlascontinue
%0 beconme drunkk, In like menner knowledre of the good will
eleo promote doing what is good.

The Christian on the othor hand doee nolt depend on
his mind 4o tell him what is pood, The sacred Scriptures
declare thet eoverything in man, also hls reason, is sinful,
The Bible teaches the total depravity of man, Thorefore,
the Christisn cannot rely on his mind to convey to him
true Imowledse of the good 1life, He learns this from
Seripture, and he relles solely on the operatlon of the
lioly Spirit to enorgize him to lead a God-ploasing life,

rroemaconry also teaches that all men are endowed with
an inner capscity for solf-dovelopment., <he leltmotliv

of a Mason's 1life, therefore, is fundamentally based on
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faith in men, Tho Hogon believes that he will get better
a8 he dlscovers the potemtislities inherent in him, The
nDowor of nelf-dovelopnont Decomes o tremendous force within
man, co tho Voson belleves. Therefore his duty in this
world 1z to aclmovledge this force and utilize it for the
dlscovery of the full pood life. bert Pike deflnes this
capaclity for self-dovelopment as "the magnetic sttraction

of the hoort towerd Truth and Virtue,"2l 7Tho potentlality

of living the pood 1ife lies within 21l men., Uthen the
Fooon through self-inovledge dlscovers thet the powor of
norelity lies within him, thls self-lmowledge becomes a '
mesnotic attractlon toward his achleving the good l1life,
Upon diccovering thic inherent moral power, the liason is
continuelly attracted to that which is goode The liason
mist only lmow the good to do it,

Albort Filte Murbther descerives the lason's capacity
for scli-development as a moral spark within men which
enables him to channel his actiones toward the attalnment
I the full good 1ife, This moral spark not only gualdes
and directs the lason to the rigat conduct, Hut also
orevente hin Ifrom committing orimes.22

In the thinking of a liason, the ancicnt mysteries

e

2lainert Pilko, lovrgls end Dogme (Charleston: L. H.
Jonking, 1921), D 89

227p1d., Do 533




25

had the toslk of malking imperfect beings whole ond perfect
by helping thenm roollne the undeveloped life-force which
is divine end lloc fallow in men, 7holr primary i‘uﬁetion
was to holp candidates actualizne tholir evolutionory
potentlalitios o2 Mrocnaconyy fully subsceribes to this
fecot of the teachinge of the ancient nmystories,

In order thot the llacon might reallze the goal of
the pood 1ife, overy asystom of initiatilon in Freemasonxy

ing U0 We Lie Wilumshuist divided into threo clear-

1, Non-conformity to the attractions of the outer
wordd end the subdual of sensual tendencies,

2¢ Soll=discinline and the obtaining of one's inneor
world,

Je Turronder of the will so thalt 1t may become united
with the Universal Will,

When o ilnson achicves the third stese, he has subjugeted

hle lower noture and has, therefore, developed a higher
4

b ]

ovder of 1life.~" Freemesonry cleims to meke 1t rossible
that the inmherendt principles of man'e neture can be
reclized, Such o realization comos only through the denisal
L the base tendencles in man, As man through Hasonry
seeke 1o De led from darlmess to light, he can through
mich porsistont self=denlal attain the way, the truth and

the 1ife supernatural 1tzolf,

231incimrat, ORe Olbe, De 204

24110343, , pe 19.
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rroomosonry onploys meny symbols in itc tosching of
the latent povers in men, Some of these are the erow,

plelknx, ‘epade, chisel and gavel, the Tirst three boing

those of the Royeld Arch Mason: 3
By thom he is reminded that it is his sacred duty
to 1ifd Tron his mind the hoavy welght of nassions
end npreojudices vwhich encumber his progrees towards
Tvirtue, loosening the hold which long hablts of sin
and Tolly hove hed upon his dlsposition, and
renoving tho rubbish of vice and ignorance, which
Prevents him from beholding that oternel Toundati

T truth and wisdor vpon which he isc to erect the
spiritnal and noral temple of hils second 1.11‘0.2'5

The chisel morally demonstrateos the. advantagos of
discipline and education, The mind , « « 18 rude
and unpelishod but as the cifect of the chisel on
the anteornnl coct soon presents to view the latent
beputies of the diamond, so education discovers tho
latent virbues of the mind, and draws them forth to
rangce the large Tield of matter and spece, to display
l it of human Imowlodge, our duty to God and

the gy

o na@

In the mtered Apprentice Negree ilasonry utilisec the Common

Gevel ac o oymbol of man's inhorent powers:

tne of the three tools glven to an Anprentice 1s the
Common Gavel, Thils roprosonts the force of
connclence, which should subjugate all inproper and
vain thoughts so thet 2ll our words and sctionc night
appear ungolluted and unstained beiore tho throne

of praco.=f

Therefore, throughout the teachings of Freeumaosonry

the emphosls 18 on Hhe shility of mon to 1ive the good 1ife.

[}
o

esnlancimr&, One Clt., De 5355,

261134, . p. 392,

27}30::, ODe Cit., De 424
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Fen hos this e.‘ﬁ.*.l:lt:r, con develon 1%, and, thereforeo,
lead the full pood 1ife, . It is o matter of indifference
0 & lioson whobher he acconts God's plaon for the restoration
of 1lile throusix the Lord Jesus Christ or not, This is
not the deteoramining factor in tho ethical 1ife of o lason,
Heithor is thore room in Masonry®s teaching for such a
Christlion view. Hesonry nroclaims that o men con be a
good nmen and o true mon while remeining completely
Indliferent to the unigue source of grace, the Lord snd
Sevior Jesus Chrict. In Mosonry the good 1ife begins
when men discovers and exploits the inheront impulse to do
rood, ollowing this dlscovery, the Hason can lead the
a1l good lifo,.

in its sbtomnt t0 suide the Mascon to the discovory of

)

the Mull pood 1life, Freomasonry togebther with Chrigtienity

ecimowledpes that man is a fallon crea‘aure.as Howvever, it

toachen 1little of the Biblical concept of sin, e L.

Wopes of sin are death-=teath in cense of being
spirituelly unconsclous, hovever vigorously elive in
other ways. 'Sin' in al1 or any of its forms 1is,

in its Tinal cnelysis, dichernmony induced by the
cssertion of the unreal personsl celf in unalignment
with tho imporsonal Universel Self, the iloly Spirit,
The just and porfect men and lMocon is thorefore oneo
vho is ubtterly =oliless; belng sellfless he 1s sinless,
and being sinless he stands in, consclously ahares and
hecones thg instrument of the divine Kingdom, Fower
and G-lory."g

201 nemrst, op. clbe., De Tle

29111d., De 110.
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Accordingly sin is, for the Hason, simply disharmony with
the imperscnsl Unilvorsel Self, the Iioly Spirit. He can
eradicato =in in hle 1liTe as he learns to become seliloss,
Throush his owmy efforts tho lsson can resclve the condition
of disharnony end thus live the full good life, The
revenping end reorgenizing of man's moral condition lies
inherent in man., The Mason must learn to cultivate and
utilize this dorment power.

The Christlian on the other hand recognizes that sin
iz not nimply o dishavnony or a dlscorxd with a vozue
imporzonnl Unlversal Self, For the Christiasn sin 1e not
only o negative concept, that is, man's lack of conformiiy
uith the divine lexr, but also e positive coneept, and es

cuch: 1t denotes oppositlon to, or transgrossion of the Law,

3

ithout the Gospol of Jesus Christ in thelr hearte are
in constant, cotive rebellion egeinst God, The Christien

lead the rood 1life only through the holp of God, He

Q
B
]
Q

mist dolly netlitlion God to grant him strength thet he nay

do all things unto the glory of God. Heo realizes that he

vory fresuently Talles short of this goely The Christian

leads the pood 1ife by delly drovming the 01d Adanm and putting
on the new men which God has ersabed =i sighteousness and

trme holinoss, The power to live the full good 1life cen

alonc cone from God., It is Ged who works the Christion
both to do and to will His good will, Heo ls not sufficient

of himsel{, but his sulficlency is of Goll,
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A strict obedicnco to the nrecepts of Freenasonry is
all that is noceosary to free non Irom 5in, 30 1=‘reem,=sam:v"
teachee o decalogue, which i1s a law to the candidate for
initiatlon inte the ntered Apprentice Degree., For o liason
vhe fullillment of the iasonic decalogue resulbts through
tho liooon's owm offorts, For o Christian the m1f;3.11mnnt.
of all commondmente Tlows Ifrom the fear and love of God,
God bestows this sower to the Caristien through the Word
end pocromeonte, The Christien motives of feer and love of
Cod »ley no port in the ilnsonic decalogue, as 18 ovidont
Iron Doctor Albert Pike's statemont of thoe Ten Commandnonte

‘reencsonyy

1. God iz dhe Shornal, Omnipotont, Inmmitable Wicdon
and fupreme Intelligonce and Thaustlegss Love,
Thou shalt edore, revere, and love Hinl
‘hon shalt honor Him by practising the virtues!

2, Thy relliszion shall be Lo do good becouse it is a
nloseure o thee, and not nerely because 1t is a
GUlT e
Thet thou mayest Decono tho friend of the wise man,
thiou shalt obey hic preceptsi
Ty soul is immortels Thou shalld do nothing to
deprede 1L

Js Thou shalt unceasingly war aseinst viecol

Thou shald not do unto others that which thou
wouldst not wish thom to do unto theel

Thou shalt boe cubmlssive to thy fortunecs, and
Irecp turning the light of wisdomd

4, Thou shold honor thy perents! g
Thou shald nay respooct and hepege to the aged.
Thou shald instruct the younsd ;

S
Thou shelf protect and defend infency end innocencel

S0namond. Ronmyme, The Hastor's Gervet (Chicago: Tare A,
0001{9 191?), De Te
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clzhriﬂn thy wifo and thy children!
love thy counbry, and obey 1ts laws!

aholl be to theo & cecond solf

shall not estrange thee from him!

do for his memory x-r hetevey thou wouldot
AT ho were living!

avold and Tlee Crom insincere friendships!

in overything refrelin Irom excess.
Toar tn e the couse of & otain on thy

allov no poassions t0 becone thy mestor]

[¥)

Thou shalt neke ¢ .e sascions of others P B
lessons to thycell! R Sr,
Thow shold bo indulgent to error
inon shalt hesr mucht Thou shalt spoealc little
Thou shalt' set welll
"‘n“ shalt Torgot injuries!
Thon shalt render ool for ovili
Thou shalt nau nisuse either thy strongth or thy
superlority!
Thou shalt study to Imow zen; that thereby thou
il .e.;'oc." learn Lo Imow thyself,
‘:‘:um. r halt ovor ce!- after virbuel
YThou shalt be ‘Furt.

shals avoid idlonessldl

thooo are the noral dutios of & lMason.

- I.-\aon

roes himsell from

If he sheoys these
cin or disharmony and

Ian, so theo liason

maet only learn to Imow himself and hisc potonte

ilowover, o Chriction can not accept the linsonic

docslormo becouso its God is not tho God of Creation,

Redomption ond Senctification, but rether o composite of

2batractions,.

Jlpixe, on. Cibes, De 1Te
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* The apron, which ie bestowed upon the initiate, is

ojmbolic of tho conguest of sin in tho lMason®s life:

By the whitonoeas of its colour, and the innoconce of

the aninel from whilch 1% is obtained, wo are

admonished to nreserve the blemeless purity of 1life

and conduct, which wlll alone cnable us horeafter to

presont oursolves before the Grand iaster of the =0

Universe, unateined with sin and unsullied with. vice.”
fms Tor the XHason the sirugsle against sin and the conguest

of sin ie cccomplished by the ieson himself without any

divinoe aid.

loving ovorconme the dishearmony in his life, the kazon
cen, noo ho le told, chonmel all his cffortes to the pursult .
of the full pood 1ife., The Mason has mmlinited power |
within hinself, He 'has tho potentiel to bocome godlike:

lion also conteine within him o life-force, a 'vital
and immortal princinle’ as Masonry calls it, which
has not yet oxpanded to full develomnent in him,
and indeed in nony mon ls scarcely active a2t all,
llen, too, has that In him endbling him %o evolve
Trom the siege of tho mortal eplimal to & boing
lmmortal, superimman, godlilko.~

Hrsonry toochos thalt every men posgesses such & spiritual
force uhich cventually encsbles him to identify himcolf with
the fupreme Architect of the Umiverse, With cuch a spiritusl
velue in nen the lason cen learn to become a morsl

porifectionist in his life, He hao such great noral nower

that ho can through his ovmn efforte ascort and attain his

32uacioy, Masonic Lozicon, De 41.

R
“iinsimrst, ORe Cibe, Pe 2Ta
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oncnosn wilth God., This pentholsctic approach of lasonty

asures the Uagon of the cemtalnty of esteblishing &
latlonshin with Cod. Fox oxample, 2 lizson can achiove

this ldontificobion with God through prayer: "?raaer is

o,

conceived of es. o spiviinel.mecnoblsm lying.in men that

e

connocts tfxp_ mmen soul wlth.tho. ,Do,:l.uy'._z.f'_ Thus, tb_t-oupﬁz

[

preyer, en actlon .L**..Lt.’!.otec; .:-y the Z«"v.ron Lous _rc. God, a

Hacon con unit e 15"" 01 11311 nig Goc...
M CERSLES o R e g s S R,

L ‘.on-:ove", the m;_u.!_v“uea inherent powers of o illason
malle 1% D0sSsible for him to offor up his life, the pood
11fe, ac o perfect secrifice unto Cod. Doctor laclkey defines

sho alier of goorifico in o lods "on it the candidate is

L]

directed to nploce his pascions end vieces 28 on oblation 4o

the Delty, vwhile he offoeors up the thoughts of & pure heord

&t o Tititing inconse to the Grand Architoct, 135 The Ghristion
oR the other hand Imows that he camnot of himcelf offer up

his works, hls llile, t0 Gods It is only through the merciles

of CGod that a child of God presents hile works and life as a

iving sacrifico, holy, accentableo unto Cod. This is
Doasible bhocause God hes seized the Christian ond invaded

hie heart end life, The pood life he now leads ho lives by

- o, -
the faith

0

L the Son of God who lov:?tl hin ané geve hinself

Tfor hinm,

-'*‘"7’11:0, oD « lt., Ds Do
r
““linchey, Haeyelonedis of Freemasonry, I, 5G.
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The gool of the lMapon is Tho attainment of the full
good 1ifec, 7o this ond Froemasonry precents & progrocsive
noral syoiem. Rach lizoonlic Degree is nmeant to be a stop
toword ;;za:r:’.‘n-:z’::lm."js Lo the fleson discovors the potonte
lelitles within hinself, he advences step by steon toward
noral nperifectlon, towerd the full good 1ife, The Christian,
on the other hond, reclizes that he wlll nover become
morally newnloct in this 1ife., Tho Christian mist daily start
anowy to live hie life to the glory of God and for the
vellare of hic fellownmon. Delly he mat drown the 01& Adenm
Wivh 2ll hioc oins end ovil lusts and deily ho mmst clothe
almoels with the new men, created Dy Cod in true righteousnces
el holinecs, Christlenity doos not offer an ethical systen
wlth pexloction o5 o goel on this earth, In this 1lfe the
Christion doos not schileve tho full good 1lifo, He Imows
that the ulbimate goal is nerfection, but he is well awere
thot he will nob atiein that poal on eerth, The image of
Cod in hinm will be fully reostored oniy in heaven, In thls
1ife the Clwristion strives to live the good l1life looking
solely unto Jesus Christ, who is the Anthor and the
Finisher of his faith,

The hwert of the lizoonic progreasive noral systen are

the four Platonic virtues: itemporance, fortitude, prudonce

351-‘11:@, ODe eits, De 130




