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Pieper: Dr. Friedrich Bente

Concordia

Theological Monthly

VoL. II FEBRUARY, 1931 No. 2

T D. riedrid) Bente. T

WVon bdem dltejten Sohn bed
Cutfdlaferren, Prof. Paul Vente in
Port Wayne, Jnd., ging dem Unters
geidneten bie folgenbe Nachricht zu:
»Seute morgen frith echiclten mic
bie Nadridht von California, daf
der licbe Bater Montag, den 15. De-
gember [1930], um 7 1Nhr abends,
ploglid) und fanft entidlafen ijt.
Die Beerdigung Joll Montagnad)=
mittag um 2 UGr in St, Louis bon
der Streugticdie aus ftattfinden. Sie
wiitben 18 zu Dant verpflichien,
fwent €ie Dei Gelegenfheit Dbder
Leidjenfeicr eflidhe Worte an bie
berjammelte  Gemeindbe  richten
tonnten. Die PHauptleidjenpredigt
ird BVaters ehemaliger Seeljorger,
P. . Sidbnig, in englijder Spradie
Balten. Audy) BHaben mir Herrn ‘
D. §. Pfotenhauer gebeten, einige + D. Fricbrid) Bente. +
PWorte an bdie Verjammlung 3u
ridhten. JGnen fiix die Liebe danfend, die Sie meinem lichen BVater ex=
twiefen Haben, geidnet im Namen ber Familic: Paul §. Bente.”

Wir lafjen P. Kinigs Predigt itber Pj. 108, 15—18 Hier folgen:

The Lord of life and death has again removed from this vale
of tears a beloved husband and father, an honored teacher of the
Church, a staunch defender of the true religion. Last Monday, quite
suddenly, after but an hour’s illness, Dr. F. Bente was delivered from
every evil work and translated into the heavenly kingdom. We are
met here to-day, not chiefly to dry tears, but to point out blessings;
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not to honor a human being, but to praise the mercy of a gracious
God. This is done at the suggestion of the deceased. The hymn
which is about to be sung in German, a grand hymn of our Lutheran
Church [Nun Iob, mein’ Seel’, den Herren], is sung at his request.
It is a hymn of praise. It is based on the words of the 103d Psalm,
the opening words of which read: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
all that is within me, bless His holy name.” Hence, though we keenly
feel the pain of parting, let us, even through tears, look to God in
heaven and extol His lasting mercy.

WE PRAISE THE MERCY OF OUR GOD.

1.

The mercy of God looms larger when we consider what man is.
“As for man,” says our text [Ps. 103, 15—18], “his days are as grass;
as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over
it, and it is gone, and the place thereof shall know it no more.” The
grass grows up and remains fresh and green for a short time only;
soon it withers, dries, is cut off. The flowers of the field are beautiful
to behold, but a warm wind passes over them, and they are gone. So
is man. His days are short. He is born only to die; aye, with the
day of his birth he begins to die. “Verily, every man at his best
state is altogether vanity.” All this is borne out by human experience.
All of this is the result of sin. “For we are consumed by Thine anger,
and by Thy wrath are we troubled” While man was in Paradise, he
knew nothing of death. He was told: “In the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die”” Man ate, man died, and all his
descendants sin likewise, hence also die. To this our psalm refers
when it says: “He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we
are dust” These are the men on whom God had mercy, men who
offended Him, the great and holy God, who daily sin much and indeed
deserve nothing but punishment, who now have a mortal body and
are doomed, not merely to death, but to eternal damnation.

But while man passes away like a shadow, the mercy of God
endures. Far above the vanishing earthly things and vanishing human
beings is the vaulted heaven of God’s eternal merey. What is merey?
God’s loving-kindness, His grace and forgiveness shown unto perish-
ing sinners. Instead of punishing men, as they deserve, God desires
to do good, to help. 'While justice is elamoring for punishment, mercy
says, Forgive, forget, for the sake of Him whose coming into the
world at Christmas-time brought salvation, life, and light. Taking
the place of men, atoning for their sins, reconciling the world to God,
satisfying justice, Jesus earned God’s mercy, causing Him to forgive
iniquity, transgression, and sin. This mercy towards the sinner is
from everlasting to everlasting. It is older than the hills and moun-
tains, older than earth itself, as old as God in heaven. Before the
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worlds were made, from eternity, God decreed that mankind should be
saved through the death of His Son; from eternity He decreed that
we should come to faith in Jesus in time, believe the Word, live as
Christians and die in peace, entering eternal life. This mercy is to
everlasting. It was manifested in time in the prophecies of old. It is
revealed at Christmas-time. There, in a humble stall, lies the visible
proof of the merey and loving-kindness of God; on Calvary’s cross
we behold additional evidence of the mercy of God which is from
everlasting to everlasting. And this merey is shown unto us; by the
grace and mercy of God we were led to faith in the Savior of men,
kept in that faith through sickness and health, and through faith we
receive grace for grace, forgiveness of all our sins. We therefore
praise the merey of our God.
2.

It is not difficult to apply the words of our text to the deceased.
They as well as the rest of the psalin form the basis for the next hymn
[*“The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us”]. In choosing it, the deceased
is making his last confession of faith in Him who forgiveth all our
iniquities, who healeth all our discases; he is preaching his last ser-
mon, delivering his last lecture, writing his last theological treatise.
His subject is sin and grace, the merey of God. The deceased Dr.
Bente had tasted of that merey. IHis sinful nature would have kept
him out of heaven but for the merey of a loving Lord, who washed him
in Holy Baptism and made a covenant of grace with him. It was
God’s mercy that he received Christian training in his youth; His
merey that he entered the holy ministry in 1882; His grace and merey
that he proclaimed to sinful men that love eternal of a forgiving God;
His merey towards the deceased and espeecially towards our Synod
that brought Dr. Bente to our Seminary, where in sermons and lec-
tures and articles for the press he championed the sola gratia and
sola Scriptura and with keen logic and in forceful language defended
the truth against all error; it was God’s mercy that equipped him for
successful work as editor of Lehre und Wehre and especially slso as
editor-in-chief of the Concordia T'riglotta, the confessional writings
of our Lutheran Church.

God’s merey was manifested to the deceased throughout his
earthly life, through sorrow and heartache, in days of joy and hap-
piness. Especially during the last six years did the mereciful God
give him a blessed period of preparation for eternity as it is accorded
to comparatively few men. He made use of his time of grace. He
walked with God, loved His Word, the services of His house, also the
wonderful hymns of our Church and would sing the next hymn
frequently. He believed what he wrote and taught. On one occasion,
a few years ago, he accompanied me on a visit to one who had fallen
into the deepest depths of sin and shame, but now had repented.
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When I retufoed dodihd veo| duivetibto hith yaw ot fingst 1) remarked,
“If it were not for the mercy of God, we would have fallen just
as low.” Such humble faith in the grace of God in Jesus he confessed
to the very end of his life. “Who dieth thus dies well.”

Is it not true, beloved mourners, that you this day have reason
to praise the mercy of God? You know what the deceased has been
to you. That was God’s mercy, nothing else. You know that he is
celebrating Christmas in heaven and is seeing what he here believed
and taught. The mercy of God will not forsake you, but will comfort
and cheer you and provide for you. Only remain true to what your
dear departed taught you that you may, too, die in faith and celebrate
eternal Christmas with him. We, dear brethren in the ministry, want
to praise God’s merey bestowed upon us and our Church through our
departed colleague and teacher and pray the Lord of the Church to
keep us ever true to the Gospel the deceased taught. May the blessed
Savior keep His protecting hand over our Seminary, its faculty, our
entire ministry, and the members of our Synod that we all may praise
the mercy of our God here in time and hercafter in eternity! For
Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Der Unterzeidhnete ridtete an die Gemeinde und die gange Trauers
perjammlung bie folgenben Worte:

Der Mann, defien Leib wir Heute in das Grab betten, ivar ein
wafhrer Theologe, ein Theologe, nidjt bont Menjden gemadyt, fondern
ein Theologe bon Glottes Gnaden, ein THeologe, wwie ihn unjeve Jeit
nitig §at, tvie infonberheit audh die (utferifd) fid) nenmende Stivde
ihn braudt.

Der Entjdlafene twar erjtlidy ein treuer Lehrer und BVelenner ber
unberleflidhen gottliden Majejtit der Heiligen Scrift. Die moderne
Theologie, tvelde dbie Heilige Schrift nicht mehr fitr Gotted unfehlbares
Wort Hilt, ift leiber aud in die Tutherifd fidh nennende SKirdye cinges
brungen. Gegen biefen Jrrtum, ber dad Funbdament des drijtliden
@laubend umitdit, Hat fid) der Enijdhlafene durd) Gottes Gnabde ivie
eine nidjtwanfende Mauer gejtellt. Er Hat beftanbdig und unerjdittters
i gelehrt und begeugt, daf bie Heilige Scrift in allen ihren Teilen
und Worten Gotted unverbriifliches Wort ijt, tvie unfer Heiland uns
alle gelehrt hat: ,Die Sdrift fann dod) nidht gebroden werben.”

Der Enijdlafene war um anbern cin treuer Lehrer und Belenner
ber driftlidlen Gnabenlehre. Die mobderne ThHeologie, tveldhe unfern
Ghriftenglauben und unjere Ghrijtenfofinung nicht mehr allein auf
Giotted Gnabe in Ehrijto, fondern aud) auf dad redyte BVerhalten bed
Menfdjen griinden toill, ijt leider aud) in die Iutherijd fid) mennende
Stirdje eingebrungen. ud) gegen diefen JYrrium, ber folgerichtig unsd
armen Giinbern die Gnade Gottes und bie Seligleit ungetvify madt, hat
fid ber Enifglafene burd) Wirtung ded Heiligen Geijted gu einer fejten
Mauer gemadt. Cr Hat bejtindig gelehrt und feftgehalten: ,¥Uus
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@Gnabden feid ifr felig worben burd) ben Glauben, und dasdjelbige nicht
aud cud), Gotted Gabe ift e3; nidht aus ben Werlen, auf day jich nidt
jemand rithme.” Gegen alle menjdlide flugtuerei und Folgerei Hat er
gelehrt und Befaunt: ,Ydrael, baB du verdirbejt, die Sduld ift bein;
baf bir aber geholfen wirh, bas ift lauter meine Gnabe.”

Der Ent{dlafene twar aud) in ber Weisheit biefer Welt, in ber
Philofophic, in der PhHilojophie aller Jeiten, twohl bewandert. Er war
febr twob! Gefdbigt, ben Bertretern weltlider Wifjenfdhaft auf ihr ecigenes
@ebict 3u folgen unb fie, o ed not tat, auf ihrem eigenen Gebiet, a3
it, aud) mit ®riimden ber menjdliden BVernunft und Crfahrung, zu
videxlegen.

Was ber Ent{dhlafene in zahlreihen Sdriften Ginterlajjen Hat, ift
cin Sdal, ein Sdhap fiir unfere Shnode und bie gange Tutherije Sirdje.
Danfen wir Gott fiic biejen Sdiak und gebraudyen wir ihnl

Aus Veranlajjung des Ab{heidens unfers teuren Brubers, Lehrexs
unfers theologijchen Seminars unbd Lehrerd der Shnobde bitten tvir Gott,
er toolle feine Gnabdbenhand nidt von uns wenben. Ex wolle aud lauter
biterlidjer, gottlider Giite und Barmbergigleit, ohne alle unfer Bers
dienjt und Wiirdbigleit, und aud) ferner gottbegnabete treue Lehrer und
Prediger geben und exhalten, dbantit fein Name geheiliget werbe und jein
Reid) zu uns fomme und bei unsd bleibe. Amen.

D. Pfotenhauer widmete dem Entjdlafenen den folgenden Nadyruf:

Jn der WVorrebe gum SKonfordienbud), dad f{amilide Belenninisds
fdhriften unferer Sircdhe enthialt und bas im Jahre 1580 um erftemmal
gebrudt sourbe, Degeugen bdie freuen Befenner dffentlich bor Gott und
febermann, bajy jie die Stirchen und Sdjulen auf die Heilige Sdhrift und
bie Velenninifje getvicfen Haben twollent, und bermahnen gugleid ernits
lid), dafy Bejonders bdie Jugend, fo im Sirdjendbienjt und Heiligen
Minijterio auferzogen, in folder Lehre mit Treue und Fleip untexridtet
toerbe, bamit aud) bei ihren Nadfommen bie reine Lelhre und Belenninisd
bed Glaubens bis auf dbie Herrlidhe Bufunft bed einigen Erldjers und
Celigmadjers JEu Chrifti dburd) Hilfe und Veiftand bes Heiligen Geijtes
cthalten und fortgepflanat werben mige. (T'riglotta, . 20.)

Was hier bie BVerfajjer des Sonfordienbud)d von {id) befennen, war
aud) bie Gefinnung und bas Bejtreben D. Bentes, der nun feinen Lauf
bollendet hat und den twir Heute gur lebten NRube betten fvollen. Die
Heilige Sdirift war ihm die eingige untriiglide Quelle aller gittliden
Wahrheit, undb die BVefenninisjdriften ber lutherijden Hirde twaren ihm
cine freue, unbverfalfdte Darlegung derjelben. ©So belannte er fidh
aud zu denfelben mit unerjchrodenem Mute unb verteidigte Schrift und
VBefenntnid mit den Herrlihen Gaben, bie Gott ihm bverliehen Hatte.
Gben fveil fein Gemifjen in Gotted8 MWort gefangen wax, war er allen
Stompromijjen feind und betvihrie jih in der Hofen Stellung, in bie
unfere Synode ihn berufen Hatte, als einen fideren und guverldjfigen

Fithrer.
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Seben R0 SR RERIAAIC MO oYL 1A AfedRidier Beruf
bie Erzichung unjerer theologijdien [ugend und deren Worbereitung
aufs Predigtamt in unferm Seminar hier zu St. Louis. 1nd ba tvar
fein Beftreben, unfere theologifdhe Jugend gerabe in den Wefenninids
fbriften unferer Kirdje mit Treue und Fleify au unterridhten, damit
burd) feine Sdjiiler die reine L[ehre und Vefenninid ded Glaubens in
unjerer Mitte erhalten werde. Ju bdicfer jeiner Arbeit, die fich fiber
cin Menjdenalter critredte, Hat Gott fein Gedeifen gegeben, jo dab
feine &djiiler in verjdicdenen Teilen der Welt auf bielen Predigtitiihlen
unb bei fonjtigem linterridht Trdger und BVerbreiter der Heiljamen Lefre
find. Ja, obgleich das Lehramt D. Vented an unferm Seminar fdon bor
cinigen Jahren um AL fam und er nun gejtoxben ift, jo lehrt ex
bod) nod) fort und fort. Sein Hauptiverf, bie Mitbeteiligung an der
Herausgabe unferer Velfenninis{drifien in drei Spradien mit der Herrs
Tiden Cinleitung, dic bon ihm verfafit ijt, ift cin grofed BVermadinid
und ecin Herrlidied Qegat an unjere Stirdie und zumal aud) an unjere
theologijhe Jugend, vermitteld deffen fic — Gott gebe e8! — ferner
von ifren Profefjoren mit Treue und Fleify unterrichtet werden, dbamit
bei unfern Nadifommen die reine Lehre und Vefenninis des Glaubensd
bi8 auf bie Herrlide Bufunft unjers cinigen Crldjers JEu Chrijti durd
Hilfe und Veijtand bed Heiligen Geifted crhalten und fortgepflanst
foerben mige.

€8 mar cin {dwerer Sdlag und ein Herber WVerlujt fiir unjere
gange Shnode, ald bdurd) Strantheit die Lehrtdtigfeit D. Ventes ihren
AB{hluf fand und und nun fein Marver Verjtand, feine grofe Beredjams
feit, feine getvandte Feder, jeine Herborragende Lehrgabe, jeine griinds
lidhe Sdirift= und Shmbolfenninis joivie fein fejtes und fidheres rteil
nidit mehr dienen fonnten. 1nd fitr den CEntjdlafenen tvar ed eine
Harte Edjule, in bie fein Gott ihn nahm, indem er mitten aus rajilofer
Zatigleit in Untatigleit berjeht twurde, tveil die Glicder ded Leibed dem
nod) regen @eifte Dienjt und Gehorfam verjagten. €3S eigte jid) aud
an bem Cntjdlafenen, daf Gott Dei feinen Sindern feine Ausnahme
madjt, baf ir alle, ein jeber auf feine Weife, durd) viel Triibjal in dasd
MReid) Gotted eingefen miiflen. Aber der Dabingejdiicbene trijtete fid
mit ben Worten bed Upojteld Paulus: ,Wir tviflen aber, jo unfer
irdijd) Hausd bdiefer Hiitte gerbroden fvirdb, dafy twir einen BVau Haben,
bon Gott erbauet, cin Haus, nidht mit Handen gemadyt, dasd evig it
im Himmel. Unbd iiber demfelbigen fehnen twir uns aud) nad) unjerer
Behaujung, die bom Himmel ijt, und und verlanget, daf iwir damit
itberfleibet mwerbden.”

Diefe feine Sehnfudyt ijt ecfiillt. Am lebten Montag, mitten in
ber Ubdbentdzeit, ift er aud dbem gerbrodjenen Haufe feines Leibed aquss
gegogen und Hat Eingug gebalten in ein Hausd, nidht mit Handen ges
madjt, dasd efvig ift, im Himmel. Cr ijt nun bei feinem PHeiland unbd
fdaut ihn, an den er geglaubt, ben er geliebt und Hefannt unbd befjen
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Wort er fo meifteclich gelehrt und o fiegreidh berteibigt hat. Und fein
ftexblicher Reib toird rufen, dafy er auferjtehe am Ende der Tage mit
allen feligen Sinbexrn Gottes in fraft und Herrlidleit.

Wir aber beflagen in feinem Hingang ben Werlujt eined grofen
Rehrers, cines Herrlidhen Werfzeuges Giottes, eined beiwidhrien Rufers
im Gtreit und ecinesd guverlidffigen Unteriveifers unferer fHeologijdhen
Sugend und bitten an feinem Sarge unfern licben Gott, dak er forts
fabren toolle, und Profefjoren au geben, bie mit Treue und Fleif unfere
theologifdje Jugend unterridhten, bamit aud bei unjern Nadfommen bie
reine Lefre und Befenninid bes Glaubens Hid auf dbie Herrlidhe Jutunft
unjers cinigen Crlsfers und Seligmadjers YEju Chrifti dburd) Hilfe und
gni[tnub bes QHeiligen Geijted erhalten und fortgepflanat twerben moge.

men. =

Die theologijche Arbeit des Entjdhlafenen it bon foldher Bedeutung
filt unfere ©hnode, fiir dbie gange Iutherijdhe Kirdje, ja fiir die gange
diriftliche Sivdie, daf e3 am Plage ijt, barauf nodj weiterhin Furiidzus
fommen. §. Pieper.
e R e B B |

Atheistic Propaganda in Our Country.

Dreary though it may be, the subject of atheistic propaganda in
our country nevertheless demands conscientious study, especially by
our pastors and all who are directly interested in the young people
of our Church in order that ways and means may be found to safe-
guard their spiritual welfare, in particular while they are attending
colleges and universities.

Only a short time ago we were horrified by the blasphemies of
agnostic Modernists. To-day, however, we are facing a foe that is
even more treacherous and pernicious. Modernism, with all its
vagaries, at least endeavored to preserve some kind of religion and
respect for God. But to-day an extreme type of atheism is attempting
to destroy altogether even the semblance of religion which Modernism
has left. Its slogan is: No God and no religion whatever.

This type of atheism is aggressively militant and employs the
most effective weapons that can be found. To prove this statement,
we shall publish in fofo an article from the Sunday-school Times
(October 18, 1930), which, under the heading “Atheism, Indecency,
and the Magazines,” offers the following startling news: —

“The American colleges and universities were founded and en-
dowed chiefly by Christian men as a basis for a Christian civilization.
They have become nurseries of unbelief. The great publishing houses
were of similar origin. Macmillan’s was established by the Scotch
Baptists, Harper’s by Irish Methodists, Scribner’s by Presbyterians,
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